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TESTIMONY 


TAKEN  BY 


THE  JOINT  SELECT  COMMITTEE 

TO  INQUIRE  INTO 

THE  CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  LATE  INSUR- 
RECTIONARY STATES. 


ALABAMA — Continued. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  9, 1871. 
WILLIAM  MATHEWS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUon,  Were  you  a  witness  against  William  Henderson,  a  colored  man,  on  an  ex- 
amination had  before  Commissioner  Day  in  this  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  testify  that  Henderson  was  a  man  of  bad  character  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  I  testified  that,  but  I  was  bound  to  do  it ;  I  could  not  help  my- 
self. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  of  that  ? 

Answer.  If  I  had  not  sworn  that,  when  I  went  back — for  everything  I  possessed  was 
there— they  said  that  I  might,  perhaps,  have  been  treated  worse  than  he  was. 

Question.  Who  did  you  live  with  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  With  Mr.  Whit  Newsome. 

Questimi.  How  near  was  that  to  William  Malone  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir;  I  guess  it  is  about  two  or  three  or  four  miles.  I  never, 
was  over  to  Mr.  Malone's  place  in  my  life.    I  was  cooking  for  Whit  Newsome. 

Question.  What  did  Whit  Newsome  have  to  do  with  the  Henderson  affair  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  Mr.  Holseapple  was  his  brother-in-law  j  that  is  the  way  he  was 
iaaterested  about  it. 

Qv^tion.  Who  told  you  to  swear  the  way  you  did? 

Answer.  Mr.  Newsome  told  me. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  he  wanted  to  protect  Holseapple  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu;estion.  Did  you  swear  to  the  truth  in  that  examination  I 

Answer.  No,  sir.* 

Question.  You  may  tell  the  committee  now  what  kind  of  a  man  William  Henderson 
is  and  was  at  that  time. 

Answer.  I  never  has  found  nothing  wrong  with  William  Henderson.  He  always 
showed  me  good  partiality,  and  both  to  white  and  colored,  as  far  as  I  can  say*.  Hiui 
and  Mr.  Malone  had  a  little  scrape  there  together  once,  and  they  all  gQt  dcwa  oa  him 
on  that  account.    That  is  all  I  could  say. 
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Question,  Did  he  have  a  good  character  among  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  was  he  respected  among  the  white  people,  except  Malone  f 

Answer.  He  was  respected  every  way  by  all  every  way  except  Mr.  Malone  and  a  few 

others  around  there,  Mr. ,  I  can't  think  of  his  name,  and  the  two  men  that  were 

here  that  served  him  the  act  that  they  did. 

Question.  You  wish  to  recant  all  you  said  in  your  former  examination  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  another  colored  man  who  testified  against  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  swear  against  Henderson  for  the  same  reason  that  you  did  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  he  told  me.  I  can't  say  whether  it  is  so  for  certain 
or  not,  but  he  told  me  that. 

Question.  Who  was  he  working  for  ? 

Answer.  He  was  working  for  William  Malone,  the  other  colored  man  was. 

Question.  Did  he  say  he  swore  as  he  did  on  account  of  fear  of  Malone  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  he  was  paid  for  it. 

Question.  Paid  for  swearing  as  he  did  ? 

Answer,  He  told  me  he  would  get  |50  when  he  got  home. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Answer.  His  name  was  Jim  Carter. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question!.  Since  this  trial  have  you  been  living  with  Mr.Newsome  T 
Aniiwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  live  there  now  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  leave  there  ? 
Anstoer.  I  left  there  four  weeks  to-day. 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  now  ? 
Answer.  I  stay  out  here  with  Alfred  Cleary. 
Question.  Near  Huntsville  ? 
Answer.  Ye's,  sir ;  right  across  here.    I  had  to  leave  there ;  I  could  not  stay  there. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 

Question.  Why  did  you  have  to  leave  ? 

Answer.  I  was  engaged  to  get  married  to  a  woman,  and  she  come  over  there  to  Mr. 
Newsome's,  and  I  went  6ff  with  her  that  night  to  her  house,  and  the  next  morning  he 
'lowed  that  I  didn't  attend  to  my  business ;  that  I  was  running  all  over  the  whole 
country,  and  he  exx^ected  to  handle  me  for  it,  and  he  took  my  clothes  from  me  and 
gave  them  to  another  colored  man  ;  so  I  come  away.  He  took  all  my  clothing  and  my 
wages.     I  never  got  none  of  my  wages  at  all  from  him. 

Question.  How  much  is  due  from  Mr.  Newsome  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Ten  dollars  is  due. 

Question.  Does  he  refuse  to  pay  you  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Jim  Carter,  did  you  say,  was  this  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Where  did  Jim  Carter  tell  you  he  was  to  be  paid  for  swearing  the  way  he 
did? 

Answer.  He  told  me  that  down  at  the  depot,  sir. 

Question.  When  ^ 

Answer.  Me  and  him  was  sitting  together  that  same  night  that  the  trial  came  on 
here,  like  as  if  it  was  to-day,  and  it  was  that  night.  He  was  at  the  depot  to  see  ;  we 
was  all  taking  the  train  for  home  ;  he  could  not  get  home  until  Sunday  morning.  Me 
and  him  was  in  chat  together,  and  he  told  me  that  himself. 

Question.  Is  he  a  colored  man  of  pretty  good  character? 

Anstvtr.  Yes,  sir  ;  as  far  as  I  know.  I  never  was  in  his  company  but  once  in  my  life, 
and  that  was  when  he  came  here. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  known  William  Henderson? 

Ans%ve7',  1  have  known  William  Henderson  ever  since  the  14th  of  March. 

Question.  Last  March  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Where  was  he  working  when  you  knew  him  ? 

Answer.  At  Mr.  Goodloe's. 

Question,  Had  you  never  known  him  before  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  white  men  have  you  ever  heard  give  him  a  good  character  since 
:heiif 
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Answer.  I  have  never  Heard  any  white  men  but  Mr.  Goodloe  speak  well  of  him.  I 
never  heard  none  say  anything  about  him  more  than  them  he  was  in  attack  with. 

Question.  You  have  told  the  committee,  have  you  not,  that  he  had  a  good  character 
from  both  white  and  black  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  can  say. 

Question.  What  white  man  have  you  ever  heard  give  him  a  good  character  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  Mr.  Thorn,  down  at  Cherokee,  say  Henderson  was  a  pretty 
clever  fellow,  and  always  paid  his  debts.  No  difference  what  he  owed,  he  always  tried 
to  pay. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  white  man  you  have  ever  heard  talk  of  him  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  only  one  I  have  heard  speak  of  him  so  far. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  knowledge  you  have  of  what  white  men  say  of  his  char- 
acter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  is  he  living  now  ? 

Answer.  William  Henderson  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Anstcer.  He  is  here  in  HuntsviUe. 

Question.  When  did  you  tell  him  you  wanted  to  come  here  and  admit  that  you  had 
sworn  falsely  at  the  examination  ? 

Answer.  I  told  him  so  on  Friday,  last  Friday. 

Question.  Did  you  hunt  him  up  or  did  he  hunt  you  ? 

Answer.  He  didn't  hunt  me  and  I  didn't  hunt  him.  I  was  draying,  and  in  passing  I 
saw  him,  and  spoke  to  him  and  he  spoke  to  me. 

Question.  Who  brought  on  the  conversation? 

Answer.  1  did. 

Question.  What  did  you  say  to  him  ? 

Ansiver.  I  called  him  and  told  him  a  man  had  told  me  that  he  had  been  inquiring 
whether  I  was  in  the  town,  and  he  told  me  that  he  didn't  inquire  for  any  one,  and  I 
told  him  he  needn't  think  any  way.hard  of  me  for  swearing  against  him  in  this  court, 
for  he  knew  how  it  was  below  as  well  as  I  did,  and  I  was  willing  to  come  here  and 
testify  that  I  was  wrong  and  could  not  help  myself. 

Question.  What  did  Whit  Newsome  tell  you  to  say  about  your  testimony  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  to  come  here  and  swear  that  Henderson  had  no  principle  nor 
character  amongst  neither  white  nor  color. 

Question.  What  else  did  he  tell  you  ? 

Answer.  There  is  a  great  many  other  little  things  he  told  me  that  he  wanted  me  to 
eay,  but  I  can't  recollect. 

Question.  Did  he  threaten  you  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  I  had  better  do  as  he  said,  for  if  I  didn't  I  couldn't  stay  there, 
for  probably  I  might  be  treated  in  the  same  expects  that  he  was  or  worse,  but  by  who 
he  couldn't  say  to  me. 

Question.  Was  that  before  the  trial  came  on  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  before  ? 

Ansive^.  It  was  four  days  before  the  trial. 

Question.  You  did  come  to  swear  to  a  lie  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  come  to  swear  to  a  lie. 

Question.  Was  whatever  else  you  stated  on  that  trial  true,  except  what  you  said  as 
to  the  character  of  that  man  ? 

Ansiver.  I  can't  say  nothing  about  anything ;  but  what  I  swore  myself  I  can  speak 
of  that. 

Question.  I  ask  if  whatever  else  you  said  on  that  trial  was  true,  except  as  to  what 
you  stated  as  to  Henderson's  character  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  what  I  said  on  that  trial  there  was  nothing  of  it  true;  nothing  at 
all  except  one  thing.  I  spoke  about  me  and  him  having  a  little  cross  words  on  the 
road,  which  we  met  by  ourselves  together,  and  after  these  white  men  had  to  come  here 
and  be  tried ;  they  call  that  in  too. 

Question.  So  that  your  wh^ole  testimony,  from  beginning  to  end  on  that  trial,  was  a 
lie? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  the  whole  testimony  was  not  true  at  all. 

Question.  Did  Whit  Newsome  ask  you  to  swear  to  anything  else  except  the  bad  char- 
acter of  this  man  ? 

Answer.  He  asked  me  would  I  swear  where  Mr.  Holseapple  was  the  night  Henderson 
was  carried  to  the  river.  I  told  him  I  could  not  swear,  beqause  I  didn^  know  where 
Mr.  Holseapple  was,  because  I  had  been  to  the  mill  that  day.  His  mill  was  broken 
open  that  night  that  Henderson  was  taken  to  the  river,  and  some  flour  was  taken  out, 
and  he  wanted  me  to  swear  that  Mr.  Holseapple  was  at  his  mill.  I  told  him  I  didn't  know 
where  Mr.  Holseapple  was  that  night.  Then  he  came  back  to  me  in  the  kitchen,  where 
I  was  by  myself,  and  he  sat  down  in  a  chair,  and  said,  "  I  tell  you,  William,  you  have 
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got  to  do  as  I  tell  you.  or  probably  you  may  be  done  worse  tUau  Henderson  was,  or 
treated  in  tbe  same  expects,  or  worse  expects/^ 

QussUon,  Is  there  anything  else  connected  with  your  testimony,  about  which  he 
made  any  statement,  except  that,  that  you  recollect? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  recollect. 

Question,  I  want  you  to  think,  as  well  as  you  can,  whether  Newsome  went  any  further 
than  to  get  you  to  swear  to  Henderson^s  bad  character,  and  trying  to  get  you  to  swear 
where  Holseapple  was.    Do  you  think  that  was  all  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  was  all. 

Qv£8tion.  That  being  the  case,  I  want  to  ask  you  this  question :  You  swore  on  that . 
examination,  as  I  see  by  the  testimony  here,  that  William  Henderson  had  a  conversa- 
tion on  the  road  with  you,  and  said  that  if  he  could  ^efc  a  party  of  men  like  himself, 
and  kill  out  all  the  G — d  d — n  white  men  and  yellow  niggers,  the  State  would  be  better 
than  it  is.    Albert  Goodloe  was  there. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  state  that. 

Qnestio'n.  Did  Mr.  Newsome  or  anybody  else  tell  you  to  say  that  ? 

Answer.  Yeer,  sir;  I  was  told  to  say  that. 

Question.  Who  told  you  to  say  that  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Newsome  told  me. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  tell  me  when  I  asked  you  as  important  a  thing  as  that? 

Answer.  I  didn't  remember  it. 

Question,  You  had  forgotten  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  this  conversation  William  Henderson  had  with  you  on  the  road  coming 
here,  you  say? 

Answer.  Coming  here  ? 

Question.  Was  it  not  on  the  road  coming  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  you  locate  that  ? 

An^er.  We  were  working  the  public  road  from  Barton  Station  to  Cherokee,  and  me 
and  him  got  into  a  dispute.  I  was  working  with  a  parcel  of  white  men ;  he  was 
working  with  a  crowd  of  colored.  I  was  sitting  down.  The  whole  party,  white  and 
colored,  that  was  working  together,  was  sitting  down,  and  Henderson  came  along  and 
said,  "  William  Mathews,  why  aint  you  at  work  ?  "  I  told  him,  *^  Go  on ;  that  is  always 
the  way  with  a  nigger ;  he  is  always  meddling  with  what  he  has  no  business.'^  That 
brought  us  into  a  little  cross-questioning  together,  but  we  made  that  over — made  it  up 
together. 

Question,  What  was  the  cross-questioning? 

Answer.  He  was  iptending  to  whip  me  that  day  on  the  road. 

Question.  Who  was? 

Answe7\  Henderson;  and  he  cameHo  me  I  was  on  a  horse  riding  in  the  road,  car- 
rying the  overseer's  horse  up  the  road  to  him,  and  Henderson  stepped  up  to  me  and 
said,  *' William  Mathews,  what  did  you  say  about  me  on  the  road?"  I  told  him  I 
didn't  say  nothing  more  about  him  than  any  one  else.  He  says,  "I  am  out  here  on 
purpose  to  make  you  whip  me  or  I  whip  you."  I  told  him,  "  If  you  can't  take  a  joke, 
you  oughtn't  to  be  in  a  party  at  all."  That  about  all  the  yellow  niggers  and  white 
people,  Mr.  Newsome  told  me  to  say  that  himself 

Question.  How  did  Newsome  know  of  this  quarrel  between  you  and  Henderson? 

Amwer.  I  and  him  was  in  the  kitchen  together  that  night,  and  Mr.  Nelson  told  him 
that  Henderson  wanted  to  whip  me  on  the  road,  and  he  wouldn't  let  him  do  it,  and 
wouldn't  let  us  light.    There  is  where  he  got  hold  of  it. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  th^t  night  in  the  kitchen  about  that  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  that  night  that  I  must  mind ;  that  I  had  to  come  back  the  road 
next  day,  .and  I  must  raise  no  fusses  on  the  road  at  all;  that  I  was  a  stranger  in  the 
country,  and  had  nobody  to  protect  me  in  the  country  but  them,  and  I  had  better  be 
careful. 

Q!imtion.  How  did  you  come  to  swear  to  that  statement  on  l^o  Mai? 

Ansicer,  Because  I  was  told  to  do  it. 

Qmsiion,  Who  told  you,  and  when  were  you  told? 

Answer.  Mr.  Newsome  told  me,  but  I  can't  say  what  day  of  the  inonth  it  was  that  1 
was  told ;  but  he  told  me  to  do  iii. 

Qnestion.  Tell  us  what  he  told  you  to  say. 

Answer.  He  told  me  to  come  up  here  and  swear  against  Henderson's  character  and. 
principle,  he  did,  and  he  told  me  to  swear  where  Mr.  Holseapple  was  the  njght  his 
mill  got  broken  open.  I  told  him  I  couldn't  swear  about  the  mill,  because  I  didn't 
know  where  Mr.  Holseapple  was  that  night.  He  got  up  then  and  went  into  the  hous©^ 
and  came  back,  and  told  me,  '*  William,  you  had  better  do  as  I  say,  ibr  probably  yo«k 
may  be  treated  with  the  same  expects  or  worse  than  Henderson  was,  and  if  you  don't 
go  and  swear  something  for  thi^  men  you  can  leave  here ;  and  if  yo*^  get^  away,  you 
may  probably  never  be  any  £^QO^n.t  to  youpseW'." 
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Question.  Do  you  again  repeat  that  last  statement  whicli  you  have  just  made  as  the 
substance  of  what  Mr.  Newsome  told  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  ask  you  again,  if  that  is  the  substance  of  what  he  told  you,  how  came 
you  to  swear  that  Henderson  stiid  to  you,  on  the  road,  that  if  he  could  get  a  party  like 
himself,  and  kill  all  the  G— d  d — n  white  men  and  yellow  niggers  in  the  State,  it  would 
be  better  off?    If  Newsome  did  not  tell  you  to  do  it,  why  did  you  sw^ar  it  ? 

Answer.  He  did  tell  me  to  do  it. 

Question.  Have  you  not  repeated  to  me  twice  what  he  told  you  to  do,  and  left  that 
out  ?  . 

Answer.  He  told  me  to  swear  that. 

Question.  When  and  where  did  he  tell  you  to  swear  that  ? 

Answer.  Right  in  his  own  kitchen. 

Question.  Why  have  you  failed  to  state  that  he  told  you  to  swear  that,  though  I  have 
twice  called  your  attention  to  it  ? 

Answer.  I  told  you  that  twice. 

Question.  You  have  already  stated  that  Mr.  Newsome  told  you  to  swear  that! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  to  swear  everything  that  I  did  swear. 

Question.  You  say  Albert  Goodloe  was  theie;  who  was  he  If 

Answer.  He  lives  on  Mr.  Goodloe's  place. 

Question,  Why  did  you  say  he  was  there  ? 

Answer.  I  was  told  to  say  so. 

Question.  Was  Albert  Goodloe  there  t 

Answer.  He  was  working  in  the  party  of  men,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  Albert 
heard  that  expression  made  or  not. 

Question.  Was  that  expression  made  ? 

Answer.  If  it  was  I  didn't  hear  it. 

Question,  Who  told  you  to  say  Albert  Goodloe  was  there  t 

Answer.  Mr.  Newsome  told  me  to  say  so. 

Question.  At  the  same  time  that  he  told  you  to  swear  as  to  Henderson's  bad  char- 
acter ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  swore  to  that  falsehood,  also,  because  he  told  you  to  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  Henderson  living  in  this  tov»n  also  now? 

Answer.  He  is  in  this  town.  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  living  here  or  not.  I  can't 
say.    I  have  never  been  to  his  house.    I  see  him  on  the  street  every  day. 

Question.  Who  are  you  living  with  ? 

Answer,  Alfred  Cleary. 

Question.  A  white  or  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  A  colored  man. 

Question.  Where  did  y6u  live  before  you  went  to  Mr.  Newsome? 

Answer.  I  was  with  John  Robinson's  circus  before  I  went  to  Mr.  Newsoine's. 

Question.  Traveling  around  the  country  with  a  circus  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  were  you  doing  with  the  circus  ? 

Answer.  Tending  to  the  horses. 

Question,  A  driver  or  rubber  ? 

Answer.  BxihhQv, 

Question.  How  long  had  you  been  with  the  circus  ? 

Answer.  Twelve  months. 

Question,  Where  were  you  when  Robinson  &  Co.'s  circus  employed  you  T 

Answer.  At  Augusta,  Georgia,  Richmond  County. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  lived  there,  and  what  were  you  doing  there  T 

Answer,  I  was  born  and  raised  there. 

Question.  Who  was  you  living  withVben  Robinson's  circus  picked  you  up  T 

Answer,  With  my  old  master. 

Question,  What  is  his  name  ? 

Answer,  Thomas  S.  Oliver. 

Question,  You  had  livied  with  him  all  your  days  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  his  post-office  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  farmer. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  name  of  the  post-office  where  you  got  your  letters  ? 

Answer,  Augusta  post-office. 

Question,  Do  yon  mean  in  the  city  of  Augusta  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Thomas  S.  Oliver  get  his  letters  in  the  city"  of  Augusta,  and  was  that 
his  post-office  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Qwes^iow.  Why  did  you  quit  the  circus  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  have  no  further  use  or  employment  for  me. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Newsome  take  a  suit  of  clothes  away  from  you  that  belonged  to 
you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  paid  for  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  he  find  these  clothes  ? 

Answer.  My  pants  was  in  his  kitchen,  and  my  shirt  at  the  woman's  house  that  washed 
for  me. 

Question.  Did  he  go  and  take  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^estion.  Did  you  see  him  take  them  ? 

Answer.  He  took  them  and  put  them  on  another  man,  and  I  went  right  to  the  place. 
He  took  them  at  night,  and  the  next  morniug  he  put  them  on  another  man,  and  I  went 
and  saw  them  on  the  man,  and  I  asked  him  before  Mr.  Newsome's  face  how  he  came 
by  my  clothes.    He  said  Mr.  Newsome  gave  them  to  him. 

Question.  And  he  refused  you  your  wages  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  Mr.  Newsome's  post-office ;  where  does  he  get  his  letters  ? 

Answer.  Cherokee. 

Question.  In  what  county  T 

Answer.  Colbert  County. 

Question.  What  is  his  first  name  f 

Answer.  Whit  Newsome. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  9, 1871. 
DANIEL  COLEMAN  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  was  called  by  the  minority,  I  will  ask  that  the 
examination  be  conducted  by  Mr.  Beck. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  State  where  you  reside,  and  what  official  position,  if  any,  yoii  hold. 

Answer.  I  reside  in  Athens,.  Limestone  County.  I  hold  the  position  now  of  county 
solicitor,  and  have  held  it  about  three  or  four  weeks. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there? 

Answer.  I  was  born  there,  and  have  resided  there  all  my  life,  with  the  exception  of 
one  year  that  I  was  in  Florence,  since  the  war,  and  one  year  in  Decatur. 

Question.  We  are  inquiring,  as  you  know,  into  the  general  condition  of  the  country, 
as  to  how  the  laws  are  obeyed,  as  to  how  far  life,  liberty,  and  property  are  renderejl 
insecure  by  bands  of  disguised  men,  and  we  call  you  especially,  I  believe,  to  inquire 
into  the  condition  of  aifairs  in  Limestone,  and  more  especially  as  to  the  outrages  com- 
mitted upon  Mr.  Weir.  Will  you  tell  us  what  you  know  upon  these  subjects,  without 
being  specially  interrogated  ?  Perhaps  you  will  do  it  in  a  more  satisfactory  way  than 
by  separate  questions. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  have  been  in  the  last  eighteen  months  in  Limestone  County 
several  outrages  committed  upon  individuals.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Weir — I  take  it  from 
his  own  account  of  it— first  in  the  spring  of  this  year  he  was  maltreated  by  several 
parties  against  whom  complaint  was  brought  in  the  i)robate  court  in  Limestone  County, 
and  they  were  arrested,  and  gave  bond,  and  were  being  prosecuted.  Mr.  Weir  was  the 
main  witness,  if  hot,  perhaps,  the  sole  witness  to  the  main  part  of  the  transaction. 

Question.  Was  that  original  outrage  upon  hi rrf  committed  by  disguised  men  or  notf 

Answer.  It  w sis  not  by  divSguised  men.  The  outrage  committed  by  disguised  men 
was  about  two  or  three  weeks  ago. 

Question.  On  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  few  days  after  I  came  into  the  office  of  solicitor.  He  was  taken, 
as  he  stated,  by  a  band  of  disguised  men,  and  carried  off  and  maltreated  in  many  par- 
ticulars. He  was  held  a  prisoner  by  them,  for,  I  suppose,  about  thirty-six  hours,  and 
then  turned  loose,  with  the  promise  from  h'im  that  he  would  not  appear  in  court  in  the 
prosecution  pending  against  these  other  parties,  who  had  maltreated  him. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  was  the  cause  of  this  maltreatment  of  him  ? 

Answer.  He  said  it  was  a  personal  affair  between  him  and  a  man  by  the  name  of 
William  Blair,  in  regard  to  some  colored  employes  of  Mr,  Blair ;  that  the  accusation 
was  brought  against  him  that  he  had  interfered  with  Blair's  laborers,  trying  to  persuade 
them  to  leave  him.  Hq  stated  especially  to  me,  on  several  occasions,  that  it  was  nothing 
political  J  that  it  was  entirely  personal. 
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Question,  Did  the  people  of  the  county,  under  the  sheriff  or  yourself,  or  some  other 
ofificial,  when  this  abduction  was  heard  of,  take  any  steps  to  ferret  it  out  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  ahout  that. 

Answer.  The  information  came  to  me  on  Sunday  evening  at  early  sundown.  I  wanted 
to  go  at  once,  but  we  could  not  make  arrangement  to  get  the  horses.  It  was  twejve  or 
thirteen  miles  in  the  country.  I  made  out  a  posse  and  had  them  summoned.  The 
sheriff  was  absent.  I  got  the  deputy  sheriff  to  summon  a  posse,  and  upon  summoning 
them,  I  found  it  would  be  so  late  in  the  night  at  the  time  we  could  get  there,  that  we 
could  not  effect  anything,  so  we  postponed  it  until  Monday  morning,  and  on  Monday 
morning  we  went  down  early  with  a  posse  of  at  least  twenty-five  men,  mounted  and 
well  armed  with  double-barreled  shot-guns.  We  went  to  Mr.  Weir's  house,  and  obtained 
what  information  we  could  in  regard  to  him,  and  searched  in  every  direction.  We 
staid  there  during  Monday  and  Mondjiy  night  in  the  neighborhood,  the  community 
making  every  possible  search  they  could  to  find  out  what  they  could  in  regard  to  the 
abduction,  and,  as  we  feared  at  that  time,  murder,  but  we  found  out  nothing  at  all. 
We  went  down  Monday.  Tuesday  we  still  remained  there  brushing  the  woods.  I 
formed  the  men  into  long  lines  of  what  used  to  be  called  in  the  Army  skirmishers,  and 
breasted  the  woods  in  every  direction,  hoping  we  might  find  him.  On  Wednesday  I 
saw  a  young  man  from  the  neighborhood,  Mr.  Weir's  son-in-law,  and  as  he  passed  by 
me  I  suspected,  from  his  expression,  that  he  had  some  information.  I  went  to  him,  and 
told  him  if  he  had  any  information  I  wanted  him  to  confide  it  to^me.  I  asked  him  first 
if  he  had  any  information  concerning  Mr.  Weir.  He  said  he  had  not.  I  said,  "  Mr. 
Basham,  have  you  any  information  concerning  Mr.  Weir  ?  "  I  had  feared,  in  regard  to 
Basham,  for  Basham's  father  had  been  connected  in  the  first  maltreatment  of  Mr. 
Weir,  and  was  deeply  connected  with  it,  and  this  young  man  was  the  son-in-law  of 
Mr., Weir.  I  had  been  fearing  to  trust  him  from  the  inforniation  given  me  by  Mrs. 
Weir.  That  was  the  reason  I  was  so  particular  about  asking  him  whether  he  had  any 
information  or  not,  I  stated  to  him,  '^  Mr.  Basham,  there  is  no  possible  chance  of  fer- 
reting out  this  thing  unless  I  receive  every  information  which  possibly  can  be  obtained." 
He  says,  ''I  have  no  information  concerning  Mr.  Weir."  It  was  not  more  than  half  an 
hour  before  the  sheriff  came  to  me,  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Weir  was  either  at  home  or 
near  home,  and  that  he  had  sent  him  a  message  by  Mr.  Basham  to  come  down  privately 
by  himself;  that  he  wanted  to  see  him  on  particular  business.  The  sheriff  stated  to 
me,  ^'  I  am  a  bondsman  of  Mr.  Weir."  The  prosecutors  of  the  parties  who  first  mal- 
treated Mr.  Weir  had  suspected  that  Mr.  Weir  would  be  intimidated  from  appearing  as 
a  witness,  and  had  issued  an  attachment  for  him,  and  requiring  him  to  give  bond  for 
his  appearance  in  the  probate  court. 

Question.  That  is,  the  men  who  were  prosecuting  those  who  had  maltreated  him? 

An8w&i\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  to  secure  his  attendance  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  keep  him  from  leaving  from  intimidation  or  promises  that  might 
be  made.  They  had  required  a  bond,  and  the  sheriff  had  gone  on  his  bond.  The  sheriff 
stated  to  me,  *'I  think  Mr.  Weir  wants  to  see  me  privately,  probably  to  leave,  and  he 
thinks  I  am  his  bondsman,  and  that  he  will  secure  me  in  some  way  and  just  let  him 
leave."  I  immediately  stated  to  the  sheriff,  ''  That  will  not  do,  if  that  is  the  case,  and 
we- had  better  go  down  at  once  and  seize  Mr.  Weir,  and  bring  him  to  town  under  a 
guard  for  protection.  If  there  is  any  danger  of  his  leaving,  and  if  yoM  have  that  fear 
that  he  will  make  arrangements  with  you,  or  that  it  is  his  object  to  make  arrange- 
ments with  you  to  leave,  I  will  go  down  at  once  with  a  guard  myself."  I  brought  out 
a  guard,  the  posse  summoned  by  the  deputy  sheriff,  and  we  went  down — the  same 
posse  we  had  before.  Mr.  Weir,  as  I  understood  from  the  guard,  was  in  the  woods^near 
the  house  secreted  at  the  time,  and  I  had  him  sent  for  to  ask  him  all  about  'the  trans- 
action that  had  occurred  with  him,  and  further  asked  him  if  it  was  not  his  object  to 
leave.  He  said  he  had  intended  to  leave,  but  if  we  showed  a  willingness  to  protect 
him,  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  sufficient  force  of  citizens  there  to  protect  him,  he  would 
submit'to  my  directions.  I  told  him  to  get  ready  at  once,  and  we  would  carry  him  to 
town,  and  his  family,  so  far  as  they  were  important  witnesses,  and  we  would  carry  out 
the  prosecution  vigorously,  and  he  need  have  no  more  fears  of  the  men  who  had  mal- 
treated him,  He  expressed  full  confidence  in  us,  going  on  down  with  us.  Meantime, 
while  he  was  giving  his  account  of  it,  which  occupied  a  considerable  length  of  time,  he 
came  to  where  he  knew  some  of  the  parties.  As  soon  as  he  stated  that,  I  ordered  the 
sheriff  to  go  and  arrest  them,  and  a  special  picked  guard  was  sent  to  arrest  one  of  the 
parties,  and  men  were  sent  to  all  the  other  houses  of  the  parties,  but  they  were  absent 
and  gone.  We  arrested,  though,  the  main  man  concerned  in  it,  and  brought  hhn  to 
town  the  next  mqrning.  We  staid  there  all  night.  I  sent  out  detachments  for  other 
men,  but  they  were  not  found  out,  and  they  never  have  been  found  since.  Most  vigor- 
ous efforts  have  been  made  to  find  them,  but  I  am  satisfied  they  have  left  the  country. 
One  of  them  has  sold  out  all  his  interest  and  left  the  country. 
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Question,  Have  you,  as  well  as  the  otlier  officials  and  the  people  of  Limestone  Connty, 
taken  every  possible  means  to  secure  the  conviction  of  these  men  if  they  are  guilty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  county  commissioners'  court — I  do  not  know  that  yoxi  under- 
stand our  system  of  commissioners'  courts. 

Qttestion.  I  do  not. 

Answer.  We  have  a  court— the  probate  judge  of  the  county — called  the  probate  court, 
and,  as  a  sort  of  staff  officers  of  the  probate  court,  we  have  county  commissioner's  in 
various  portions  of  the  county,  who  transact  the  financial  business  of  the  county.  They 
have  to  do  with  roads  and  the.paying  out  of  funds.  Tliat  is  their  main  duty.  They  had, 
as  assistance  to  the  solicitor,  employed  two  of  the  best  lawyers  in  Athens,  General 
Houston  and  Mr.  Luke  Pryor,  to  prosecute  this  case. 

Question.  General  Houston,  the  old  representative  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Prior,  a  man  of  eminent  ability  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  among  the  first  lawyers  in  Alabama.  General  Houston  is 
an  ex-congressman  of  the  old  Congress.  The  commissioners'  court  had  employed  these 
distinguished  lawyers  to  prosecute  the  persecutors  of  Esquire  Weir  for  the  first  outrage 
of  lynching  in  the  spring;  and  these  men,  in  their  last  assault  in  disguise  on  Weir, 
repeatedly,  during  the  time  in  which  they  held  him,  taunted  him  with  that  fact,  saying, 
''Where  is  your  commissioners'  court  now?  What  do  you  think  of  your  commis- 
sioners' court  ?"  The  people,  in  a  mass  meeting  which  we  held  in  connection  with  the 
disturbance  in  our  county,  had  adopted  a  resolution  indorsing  the  action  of  the  com- 
missioners' court  in  employing  counsel. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  resolution  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not.  I  can  furnish  a  copy  before  I  leave.  It  is  published  iA  our 
papers  of  last  week.  You  will  notice  that,  in  the  resolution  passed,  there  are  no  names 
called,  or  any  especial  cases  of  outrage  mentioned,  from  the  fact  that  these  parties 
were  at  large,  and  it  was  not  deemed  prudent  to  mention  their  names,  as  they  might 
be  frightened,  and  we  might  not  then  be  able  to  get  bold  of  theiii.  It  is  mentioned  in 
a  general  way  on  that  account.  [The  resolution  referred  to  will  be  found  at  the  end  of 
the  testimony  of  this  witness.]  I  have  also,  by  recommendation  of  the  county  meeting, 
applied,  but  have  not  yet  had  time  to  receive  an  answer,  to  the  governor  for  a  reward 
for  each  one  of  these  men — the  highest  reward  for  each  one  of  the  parties  connected 
with  the  man  Moore  whom  we  have  arrested.  We  also  took  every  precaution  for  the 
safe-keeping  of  Mr.  Moore,  thinking,  that  if  he  had  any  parties  who  could  render  him 
assistance,  that  they  might  interfere  with  our  jail,  and  we  had  him  transferred  to  the 
Huntsville  jail. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  He  is  here  now,  in  this  city,  in  jail  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  is  here  now  awaiting  a  prosecution  in  the  case. 

Questimi.  What  is  the  public  sentiment  of  the  men  of  the  county  of  Limestone  in 
regard  to  these  outrages  committed  by  disguised  men — the  white  people  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  is  a  great  feeling  of  indignation  upon  the  part  of  the  masses 
of  the  county. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  masses,  do  you  speak  of  the  people  reganlless  of  their 
political  opinions  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  politics  in  your  county  of  the  white  men;  republican  or 
democratic  ? 

Answer.  It  is  democratic. 

Question.  Do  republicans  and  democrats  alike  unite  in  denouncing  these  things  and 
taking  all  active  measures  to  put  them  down  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  seconded  in  my  motions — the  second  move  I  made  i]|i  behali 
of  Mr.  Weir — very  vigorously  by  Mr.  Lamb,  a  well-known  republican  there.  His  senti- 
ments are  not  concealed  at  all. 

Question.  You  are,  yourself,  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  sheriff  is  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  Yes  sir. 

Question.  He  an^  you  acted  in  concert  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  concert. 

Question.  Do  your  people  generally,  both  democrats  and  republicans,  act  in  concert 
in  sustaining  the  commissioners'  court  in  employing  counsel  and  in  the  condemnation 
of  lawlessness  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  have  acted  in  thorough  concert. 

Question.  What  is  this  organization  now  in  your  county  ?  Is  it  Ku-Klux,  or  what 
is  it  ? 
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Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  consists  of  disguised  men  who  are  somewhat  organised, 
who  have  banded  together  for  the  purpose  of  horse-thieving,  stealing,  and  thieving 
generally,  and,  whenever  they  have  any  private  or  malicious  purpose  to  carry  out,  for 
assisting  one  another  in  that ;  that  they  are  men  who  do  not  labor,  and  are  disposed  to 
make  their  living  by  preying  upon  the  country.  I  think  the  main  man,  Mr.  Gibson, 
has  been  engaged  in  a  clan  of  that  kind  for  some  time,  and  I  think  they  have  taken 
the  disguise  of  what  was  once  called  the  old  Ku-Klux  organization,  to  palm  themselves 
off  as  Ku-Klux,  and  do  their  devilment  in  disguise,  so  that  they  may  not  be  known. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  they  have  any  body  of  men  acting  with  them  else- 
where through  the  State,  or  adjoining  county,  or  are  they  local  ? 

Answer.  Sdfar  as  the  horse-thieving  is  concerned,  I  have  some  information  since  I 
have  come  into  the  solicitor's  office,  that  they  are  aided  by  what  might  be  called  aline 
of  men  reaching  into  Kentucky,  a  sort  of  courier  line,  for  the  purpose  of  running  out 
good  horses  from  the  better  portions  of  the  country. 

Question,  You  have  some  good  horses  there  ? 

Answer,  We  have.  It  is  for  running  them  off.  It  extends  clear  up  into  Ohio.  Since 
I  was  in  the  solicitor's  office  I  have  seen  a  communication  recommending  one  of  these 
men,  who  is  known  as  a  horse-thief— Campbell  Mcintosh — to  some  friend  in  Columbus, 
Ohio,  showing  that  it  runs  some  distance. 

Question,  These  bands  are  now  disguising  themselves  as  a  band  of  plunderers  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  in  the  county  of  Limestone  your  State  courts,  with  the 
energy  you  are  now  displaying,  will  be  able  to  put  them  down  and  break  them  up  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so.  We  have  a  good  law  and  I  have  found  no  difficulty  in 
having  it  executed.    This  is  not  the  first  effort  I  have  made  against  disguised  men. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  What  law  do  you  refer  to  as  an  excellent  one  ? 

Answer,  I  refer  to  the  disguise  law.  I  will  make  an  exception  in  regard  to  that  law 
which  I  think  is  a  clog  upon  it ;  that  is,  that  portion  of  it  which  assimilates  it  to  the 
law  of  the  old  hundred,  (as  lawyers,  some  of  you  will  understand  me,)  in  which  it 
makes  the  county  responsible  for  outrages  committed  where  parties  are  not  prosecuted  j 
and  I  think  it  takes  away  the  motive  for  vigorous  prosecution  by  the  solicitor. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  In  other  words,  the  men  in  the  county  do  not  feel  as  zealous  when  they  ' 
have  to  pay  the  damage  themselves  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  it  does  not  stimulate  the  solicitor.  The  solicitor  is  entitled  to  ^500 
if  nobody  is  prosecuted ;  I  think  that  paralyzes  the  efforts  of  the  solicitor ;  in  other 
words,  it  holds  out  a  reward  to  him  in  the  event  that  nobody  is  found  to  be  prose- 
cuted or  dug  out  and  ferreted  out.  He  says,  here  is  a  chance  to  make  a  fee,  and  that 
operates  on  all  humanity  alike. 

Question.  To  make  a  fee  off  of  the  county  ? 

Answe)'.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckuey  : 
Question.  With  that  exception,  you  think  it  is  a  good  law  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  if  that  portion  were  abolished,  it  would  be  good. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  The  way  it  stands  now  he  is  interested  in  not  having  a  prosecution  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  solicitor  is. 

Question.  He  makes  money  by  having  the  real  offender  get  away  ? 
Ansiver,  Yes,  sir,  he  does,  and  by  nobody  beiug  found  out  and  discovered. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Here  is  the  law  of  December  26,  1868,  by  the  legislature  of  Alabama. 
[Submitting  Acts  of  1868.]    Will  you  specify  the  section  you  refer  to  ? 

Answer.  [Examining,]  This  is  not  the  law  I  have  reference  to.  Will  you  find  me  the 
law  in  reference  to  lynching,  where  counties  are  responsible  in  civil  suits  where  parties 
are  not  prosecuted  ? 

Question.  Is  this  the  law  approved  December  28,  1868? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  to  suppress  murder,  lynching,  and  assaults  and  batteries. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Will  you  specify  the  section  ? 

Answer.  Section  eight ;  and  I  think  a  great  deal  depends  on  the  solicitor ;  this  is  the 
provision,  (page  452 :)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  solicitor  to  prosecute  the 
suit  for  the  claims  in  the  narne  of  the  widow,  husband,  or  any  one  arraigned,  though  a 
minor,  for  which  he  shall  receive  ten  per  cent,  of  the  amount  recovered. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  is  the  value  of  a  life  taken,  as  fixed  in  that  statute  ? 

Answer.  Five  thousand  dollars  is  the  penalty,  and  this  is  the  provision,  where  there 
is  no  prosecution,  where  the  parties  are  not  discovered,  that  the  solicitor  is  entitled  to 
bring  a  suit  upon  the  county,  and  if  the  widow  does  not  prosecute  the  man,  he  is  re- 
quired to  bring  it  in  his  own  name,  so  that  wherever  a  prosecution  is  begun  by  a  solic- 
itor there  is  no  chance  for  a  fee  out  of  the  county ;  in  other  words,  I  think  it  takes  away 
the  stimulus  that  there  would  be  to  the  solicitor  if  he  had  no  fee.  The  present  law 
gives  a  premium  to  non-prosecution  of  the  real  offenders  by  making  the  county  re- 
sponsible in  case  there  is  no  prosecution. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  It  takes  away  the  stimulus  to  catch  the  real  offender  ? 

An8iv&t\  Yes,  sir  y  to  ferret  him  out.  I  will  say  that  our  county  has  had  a  good  rep- 
utation, ever  since  the  war,  for  two  or  three  years,  for  law  and  order.  In  justice  to  the 
county  I  suppose  I  ought  to  say,  while  the  former  solicitor,  my  predecessor,  was  a 
friend  of  mine,  yet  I  do  not  think  he  had  that  vigorousness,  and  that  energy,  and  that 
firmness  of  nerve  that  a  proscuting  attorney  ought  to  have,  and  that  was  to  some  extent 
the  cause  of  the  lawlessness  in  the  county  ;  that  offenders  thought  they  would  go  un- 
prosecuted,  and  that  they  could  violate' the  law  with  impunity  where  they  were  not 
prosecuted  with  sufficient  nerve  and  vim. 

Question.  Are  there  any  organizations  in  that  or  the  adjoining  counties,  sofar  as  you 
know,  known  as Ku-Klux  organizations,  that  have  any  political  bearing! 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  that  1  know  of. 

Question.  The  disguised  men  are  now,  you  think,  confined  to  a  set  of  lawless  men, 
who  are  doing  this  for  private  plunder  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  And  the  good  men  of  all  parties  are  zealously  endeavoring  to  put  them 
down? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  think  they  will  succeed  ? 

Answer.  \  think  they  will ;  I  think  they  have  broken  up  the  last  remains  of  it  now. 

Question.  Either  by  capturing  or  driving  them  away  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  first  effort  I  was  ever  engaged  in  was  some  time  before  I  was 
solicitor,  against  disguised  men.  It  was  a  little  over  a  year  ago.  I  heard  that  dis- 
guised men  were  threatening  the  lives  of  good  citizens  in  those  same  portions  of  the 
county  where  this  affair  occurred,  and  I  went  to  work  voluntarily.  I  was  not  then  so- 
licitor, but  was  a  lawyer,  and  it  was  in  the  neighborhood  where  my  farming  interests 
lie.  I  went  to  work  to  find  out  who  they  were  ;  I  had  them  arrested  ;  they  are  in  jail 
now,  and  have  been  for  the  last  twelve  months,  awaiting  trial. 

Question.  Your  county  of  Limestone  adjoins  the  Tennessee  line  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That,  of  course,  adds  somewhat  to  the  difficulty  of  capture,  by  their  escap- 
ing from  your  local  jurisdiction? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  cross  frequently  to  get  into  Tennessee,  where  they  think  they 
will  not  be  pursued,  bat  I  have  had  them  pursued ;  I  had  one  captured  in  Tennessee 
by  having  a  reward  offered — a  man  who  I  am  satisfied  from  letters  written  from  hiui 
is  one  of  these  disguised  men  who  committed  a  murder  in  our  county  upon  one  of  his 
own  men.  He  was  captured  in  Tennessee,  and  brought  down  about  ten  days  ago  to 
our  jail.    His  name  is  Birdsong. 

Question.  As  Mr.  Weir  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  some  accident  may  prevent  him  from 
arriving,  we  desire  you  to  state  Mr.  Weirs  account  of  his  own  maltreatment,  and  after 
you  have  done  that,  give  us  your  version  of  the  causes  that  led  to  it,  referring  to  the 
first  aad  second  ipaltreatment. 

Answer.  I  will  do  so. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Do  you  think  they  are  both  connected  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  intimately. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Proceed  to  state  it  all. 

Answer.  Mr.  Weir  made  a  statement  before  the  committing  magistrate,  upon  which 
I  have  had  one  of  the  parties  who  was  charged  with  the  last  ill-treatment  arrested.  I 
have  had  a  preliminary  investigation.  He  stated  before  the  magistrate  that  the  first 
maltreatment  of  him  occurred  at  Dr.  Blair's  shop,  at  which  he  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  working  as  a  wood  workman,  fixing  wagons  ;  that  he  was.  at  home  one  morning,  I 
think  last  March,  anyhow  some  timedn  the  spring  ;  that  he  received  a  note  from  Mr. 
Frank  Gibson,  telling  him  to  come  down  to  the  shop.  The  note  was  not  in  the  form 
of  a  request,  but  saying,  "  You  come  down  to  the  shop  ;  I  want  to  see  you  on  particular 
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business."  When  he  got  down  to  the  shop,  there  were  Mr.  Moore,  Mr.  Gibson,  Mr.  Pink 
Johnson,  Mr.  James  Bradford,.  Mr.  Bud  Harlan,  and  three  colored  men,  one  by  the 
name  of  James  Kelley,  and  I  cannot  think  of  the  other  two.  They  were  at  the  shop. 
CIpon  his  arrival  there,  these  parties  I  have  mentioned  came  up  around  him,  and  Mr. 
Moore,  who  was  the  spokesman  of  the  party,  wanted  to  know  of  him  how  it  was  about 
that  matter — about  advising  one  of  these  colored  men  to  steal  some  mules  and  run 
away  with  them.    That  was  one  of  the  accusations  that  they  had  against  him. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Stealing  mules  from  whom  ? 

Anaiver.  Stealing  them  from — I  can't  remember  who,  exactly,  but  I  think  it  was  from 
Moore  and  Blair.  I  am  not  certain  about  that.  That  was  the  accusation,  mentioning 
the  place  and  time,  I  think  upon  the  Fort  Hampton  road  ;  that  the  negro  was  to  take 
the  mules  out  of  the  wagon  and  run  off  with  them.  They  brought  an  accusation 
against  him  that.he  had  tried  to  influence  Jim  Kelley  and  the  other  colored  men  to 
take  some  mules  and  run  off  with  them ;  that  he  had  tried  to  influence  James  Kelley, 
the  colored  employ 6  of  Moore  and  Blair,  to  leave  their  service.  Moore  and  Blair,  it 
seems,  kept  a  distillery,  and  this  man  was  employed  about  the  distillery  in  some  shape 
or  form,  I  do  not  remember  what ;  but  the  accusation  was  that  he  had  tried  to  influ- 
ence Jim  Kelley,  a  colored  man,  to  leave  the  service  of  Moore  and  Blair,  or  perhaps  of 
Blair,  for  it  was  in  connection  with  Blair  that  he  mentioned  it,  (for  I  know  that  Moore 
and  Blair  kept  a  distillery  ;)  this  was  a  man  in  the  service  of  Blair. — that  he  said,  "I 
have  worked  for  Blair,  and  I  know  he  does  not  pay,  for  he  has  not  paid  me." 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  "Who  said  that? 
Anstver.  Weir,  they  said,  made  that  statement. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Thejr  accused  him  of  saying  to  the  negro  that  he  ought  to  leave  Blair's  em- 
ployment as  Blair  would  not  pay  him,  because  he,  Weir,  had  worked  for  Blair,  and  Blair 
had  not  paid  him,  Weir  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  the  accusation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  forgotten  all  the  different  accusations  they  brought  against 
him.  After  they  got  through,  they  asked  him  what  he  had  to  say  about  it ;  if  the  accusa- 
tions were  true.  He  said  that  part  of  the  accusation  was  true  and  part  false,  and 
Moore  stated  to  him,  "  You  must  confess  all  of  it,  or  deny  all  of  it."  He  refused  to  do 
any  other  way  than  to  make  a  partial  statement— or  that  which  he  claimed  to  be  true, 
and  that  which  he  claimed  to  be  false.  He  said  that  meanwhile  they  were  drinking  a 
good  deal  ,•  they  had  some  brandy  there  from  the  still-house,  and  some  of  them  were 
getting  pretty  well  intoxicated,  and  a  gentleman  who  was  there  present  and  did  not 
seem  to  be  engaged  with  these  other  parties  present,  came  to  him,  and  told  him  to  get 
away  ;  that  there  was  his  horse  out  there;  to  take  him.  Weir  did  not  have  any  horse. 
He  told  him  to  take  his  horse  and  get  away ;  that  these  men  were  drinking,  and  he  would 
get  into  trouble.  Weir  answered,  "  No ;  they  have  brought  false  accusations  against 
me,  and  I  intend  to  flglit  it  out  right  here."  He  says  that  shortly  after  that  they  got 
around  him,  and  told  him  to  come  with  them  down  into  the  woods ;  both  the  colored 
men  and  the  white  men ;  that  two  of  them  had  hickory  withes  in  their  hands ;  Blair 
was  one,  and  I  think  Gibson  was  another,  but  I  am  not  certain.  Blair  had  a  hickory 
■withe  in  his  hand  about  four  feet  long  and  about  an  inch  around,  1  think,  at  the  butt 
or  end  of  the  whip  or  withe ;  that  they  led  him  down  into  the  woods  south  of  the  shop 
about  two  hundred  yards,  and  one  of  them  told  him  to  take  off  his  coat,  and  some  of 
the  others  objected  to  it.  Somebody  said  not  to  take  his  coat  off,  and  Moore  said^  "  Yes, 
take  his  coat  off"j  his  coat  has  done  no  harm.  His-wife  made  that  coat."  He  said  they 
took  his  coat  off,  and  they  told  the  colored  men  to  whip  him  ;  that  one  of  the  colored 
men,  I  think  Kelley,  expressed  some  little  opposition  to  whipping  him ;  and  some  of 
them  told  him  to  go  ahead,  and  they  then  hit  him  several  licks. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  The  colored  men  did  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir,  with  the  withes.   That  when  one  of  the  colored  men  began  to  whip, 
his  objections  to  whipping  seemed  to  have  vanished,  and  he  hit  him  several  licks  with 
his  withe,  but  did*  not  whip  him  as  hard  as  some  of  the  white  men  did  afterwards. 
By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  it  represented  that  the  others  whipped  him  ? 
4.7i8wer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  several  of  them  took  up  the  withes  and  whipped  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qiiestion.  White  men  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir,  white  men  and  colored  men. 

Question.  Was  this  Mr.  Weir  a  white  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

^wes^ion.  A  justice  of  the  peace  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  He  said  upon  his  getting  up— they  had  not  whipped  him  very 
much  at  first — that  they  then  took  him  up  and  put  his  clothes  on  him,  and  Gibson  re- 
marked, "  He  looks  like  he  was  mad.  I  think  you  had  better  give  him  some  more,"  and 
that  he  and  Blair  then  hit  him  several  licks  that  he  could  see.  They  sort  of  jerked  his 
coat  over  his  liead  without  taking  it  off,  and  Gibson  and  Blair  hit  him  several  licks — 
pretty  severe  licks.  I  do  not  think  he  said  they  broke  the  skin,  but  I  do  not  remember  about 
that.  He  said  after  they  let  him  up  they  asked  him  if  he  was  willing  to  confess  what 
he  had  done.  He  said  he  was,  and  he  went  on.  That  was  all  of  that  transaction  with 
him. 

Question,  Did  ho  proceed  to  make  a  confession  or  statement  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  confessed  to  them  before  they  went  away. 

Question.  What  did  he  confess  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  would  confess  all  of  their  statements — all  their  accusations  under 
these  circumstances. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  All  of  the  accusations  you  have  stated  before  ? 

AnswefT.  Yes,  sir.  He  seemed  to  have  got  a  little  afraid  about  making  the  complaint 
afterward.  I  do  not  know  Who  made  it,  but  I  think  it  was  made  by  some  citizens. 
It  was  taken  cognizance  of  by  the  commissioner's  court  and  brought  before  the  probate 
court,  and  these  parties' weie  immediately  arrested  as  j^on  as  the  complaint  was  ipade. 
They  gave  bond  to  appear  at  the  next  court,  and  they  have  been  prosecuted  ever  since. 
The  case  has  never  been  tried  yet.  It  has  been  before  two  terms  of  the  probate  court 
and  not  tried. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quesiicm,  Was  Weir  able  to  identify  all  the  parties,  white  and  black  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  in  the  day-time.  They  were  not  disguised,  and  he  knew 
them  all. 

Question,  On  the  preliminary  examination  did  they  pretend  to  deny  his  stateniejit 
outright? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  1  do  not  know  about  their  denial  of  it.  They  had  counsel,  and  were 
defended.  I  do  not  know  about  it.  I  never  heard  whether  they  denied  or  confessed 
it.    You  mean  on  the  preliminary  examination  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Ansioer.  A  preliminary  examination  has  never  taken  place  on  that  outrage.  There 
has  been  a  preliminary  examination  upon  the  last  putra go,  as  to  one  of  the  parties 
whom  I  charged  myself.  Mr.  Weir  never  charged  him,  but  1  had  taken  it,  and  I  had 
the  suspicion  that  a  party  living  in  this" county,  by  the  name  of  Smith,  was  connected 
with  it,  and  I  had  him  charged  myself.  That  was  the  preliminary  examination  that 
has  taken  place. 

Question,  What  I  wished  to  inquire  of  you  was  how  they  could  be  bound  over  to 
court  to  Answer  this  charge  without  a  preliminary  examination  ? 

Answer,  Well,  before  our  probate  court  they  waived  a  preliminary  examination,  and 
just  gave  bond  to  appear  before  the  probate  court.  That  was  upon  the  first  maltreat- 
ments 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  amount  of  bond  required  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  was  $600.  I  remember  $600  was  the  bond  of  Blair^  Our 
probate  court  has  jurisdiction  over  cases  of  that  kind,  except  where  appeals  are,  taken 
to  a  jury.  If  they  demand  a  jury  the  probate  court  binds  oVer  to  the  circuit  court,  but 
the  probate  court  has  now  jurisdiction  of  the  case.  The  State  has  been  readj^,  I  believe, 
every  time,  but  owing  to  the  absence  of  witnesses  the  probate  judge  cOntiiitted  the 
case. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  continuances  been  granted  upon  an  application  of  the  defendants  or 
some  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

Question.  So  the  original  outrage  has  never  been  brought  to  trial  yet  ? 

Answer.  It  has  not.  The  last  time,  I  believe,  the  State  continued  it  from  the  fact 
that  we  had  Mr.  Moore  here  in  jail,  and  it  was  inconvenient.  We  did  not  want  to  sep- 
arate. That  was  the  idea.  The  State  concluded  not  to  separate  them,  for  fear  they 
might  swear  for  each  other,  as  accomplices,  and  we  could  not  get  him  down  therein  time 
from  this  jail,  and  we  concluded  to  continue  it.  The  first  timej  I  think,  it  wa&  con- 
tinued by  the  defendant,  the  last  time  by  the  State. 
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Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  this  original  outrage  occurred  in  March  last  ? 
Answer,  I  will  not  attempt  to  be  accurate  about  the  time,  but  I  think  it  was  in  the 
spring,  probably  in  March. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Go  on  and  complete  your  statement  of  the  other  outrage,  and  what  brought 
that  about.    State  what  he  said  upon  that  subject.    Give  his  statement  iirst  and  then 
your  own. 

;  Answer,  Now  I  cannot  state  to  you  what  transpired,  of  my  own  knowledge,  of  course. 
He  says  he  was  at  home  on  Sunday  morning. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Sunday  morning,  how  long  since  ? 

Answer.  About  the  10th  of  September  last.  That  he  had  just  gotten  into  his  house, 
coming  from  across  Elk  River  at  Mr.  Lentz^s.  He  said  he  had  been  there  abont  half  an 
hour ;  that  he  had  his  coat  and  hat  off;  he  was  quite  warm  in  walking ;  he  was  sitting 
iji  the  house  in  a  careless  kind  of  way;  that  his  wife  exclaimed,  '^  La,  Mr.  Weir,"  in  a 
surprised,  excited  manner,  '*  there  are  some  disguised  men  in  the  yard."  He  looked 
around  and  saw  they  were  close  to  his  house — five  of  them  ;  that  they  came  up,  and 
two  of  them  drew  th<3ir  pistols,  and  presented  them  toward  him,  and  they  took  hold 
one  at  each  arm,  and  hurried  him  off  in  the  direction  of  the  woods  ;  that  they  took  him 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  I  think,  and  mounted  him  upon  a  horse,  and  blindfolded  him 
with  the  cap,  as  he  thought,  of  one  of  the  disguised  men,  or  the  hood  of  the  horse,  I 
have  forgotten  which,  but  it  was  one  of  the  twp;  they  blindfolded  him,  and  circled 
about  in  the  woods  a  good  deal.  Finally  after  carrying  him,  as  he  thought,  about  a 
mile,  some  of  them  said.something  aboat  hanging  hi'n^,  and  thfey  put  a  rope  around  hU 
neck  and  hung  him  up  for  a  little  while,  until  he  became  almost  unconscious.  They 
then  restored  him  to  his  horse,  and  started  in  a  direction  he  did  not  know  thi*ough  the 
woods,  occasionally  coming  to  open  places,  as  he  could  tell  by  the  light. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  th«  rope  broke  at  that  time  when  they  hung  him  f 
Ans:wer.  I  think  that  was  the  second  time  they  hung  him.  They  then  carried  him, 
as  he  said,  through  the  woods,  and  after  they  got,  as  he  thought,  about  two  miles,  they 
dismounted  again  and  carried  him  up  near  a  tree.  He  said  he  could  see  the  base  of 
the  tree.  They  put  a  rope  around  his  neck  and  showed  him  the  lower  end  of  the  rope, 
wiiich  was  down  at  his  feet,  and  they  hung  him  up  again  there  a  littlt"*.  All  this  time, 
ho  said,  they  were  talking  to  him  about  his  appearing  as  a  witness  at  court. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  About  his  ax>pearing  as  a  witness  against  them  f 

Answer.  And  about  his  leaving  the  county  so  a^s  not  to  be  here  at  court.  He  says 
that  %t  the  second  hanging  he  was  lifted  off  the  ground,  and  became  unconscious  for 
a  little  while,  and  the  hrst  thing  he  knew  was  a  man  putting  his  hand  under  his  back, 
as  he  wo-s  lying  on  the  ground,  and  raising  him  to  his  feet.  I  think  this  waa  the  time 
tfeiat  this  man  whispered  to  him,  ^'  They  will  not  kill  yo^."  All  this  time  they  would 
feequeifttly  j^sk  him  if  he  was  willing  to  leave  the  country,  and  my  recollection  is  ho 
would  state  lie  was  in  the  hands  of  the  law.  After  this  second  hanging,  in  which,  he 
^ays,  h&  became  unconscious,  they  seemed  to  have  some  consultation  together,  and 
tiiey  seeaied,  from  what  they  s^id,  to  have  a  division  of  sentiment  as  to  what  th^y 
woulii  4o  with  him.  One  o  J  them  said,  '*  If  you  woa^t  do  what  I  want  yon  to  do,  I  vsall 
bi^v^e  nothing  more  tp  do  with  it."  M^aa while  he  had  recognized  the  voices  of  Mr. 
Moore,  iYank  Gibson,  and  Pink  Johnson. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  this  the  same  Johuson  you  ha^e  mentioned  boforo  f 
Ansmer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  Johnsoft, 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qv^Uon.  The  same  men  who  were  concerned  in  the  original  outrage  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  These  were  the  same,  but  not  the  whole  of  them.    They  raised  him 
to  his  feet  a  second  time.    I  repeat,  that  I  may  connect  it.    Thera  seemed  to  be  a 
division  in  counsels.    Finally,  they  came  and  raised  him  up  a^ain,  but  not  off  his  f|et 
at  thai;  time.    He  said  they  just  simply  tightened  the  rope  on  his  neck. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  That  was  affter  the  reply  that  he  was  in  the  hands  of  the  law  f 
Answer.  YeSy  sir. 

Bj&the  Chairman: 

Question.  Had  he  been  bound  over  by  the  magistrate  that  Tjad  bailed  these  men,  to 
appear  as  a  witness  at  court  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  an  attachment  'had  been  issned  by  the  probate  judge,  not  magis- 
trate, for  him,  and  he  was  required  to  give  bond  to  the  probate  judge  sitting  in  term 
time. 

Question,  Was  the  sheriff  on  that  bond  as  surety  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  they  bailed  him,, for  fear  he  might,  under  the  in- 
fluence of  threats  and  intimidation,  leave  the  country  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  After  the  second  hanging  they  put  him  on  horseback  again,  and 
carried  him  in  the  direction  which  afterward  turned  out  to  be  that  of  the  Tennessee 
Elver.  When  he  got  near  there  they  raised  up  the  hood  partially  from  his  face,  so  that 
he  could  see  the  open  river  in  front  of  him.  They  asked  him  where  he  was.  He  said 
that  was  the  Tennessee  River.  They  then  dismounted  near  the  bank  of  the  river  and 
took  the  hood  off  of  his  face,  and  tied  a  band  around  his  eyes,  and  two  of  them  led 
him  out  in  the  river.  After  they  had  carried  him  out  some  sixty  or  seventy-live  yards, 
probably,  from  the  bank,  they  ducked  him  several  times,  and  in  this  ducking  process 
the  bandage  came  from  his  eyes,  and  he  could  see  upon  the  bank,  and  he  there  discov- 
ered Mr.  Sioore  and  Frank  Gibson,  and  that  the  two  men  who  had  hold  of  him  were 
George  Peace — there  a  new  name  comes  in— and  Pink  Johnson. 

Question.  Weie  they  undisguised  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir,  they  were  stripped ;  that  is,  the  two  in  the  river  were  stripped ;  but 
of  the  two  on  the  bank  Moore  had  his  mask  off  of  his  face,  but  had  his  disguise  upon 
his  person. 

By  the  Chairman*: 

Questiofi.  Who  beside  Moore  was  on  the  bank  ? 

Answer.  Gibson.  After  talking  for  some  time,  they  carried  him  back  to  the  bank, 
and  Moore  came  up  and  told  him  that  he  must  leave  the  country,  and  asked 
him  if  he  would  agree  to  leave  it,  and  what  he  >would  do  in  regard  to  leaving 
it.  After. a  while,  he  was  talking  to  Moore,  and  Gibson  came  up  and  carried  him 
out  into  the  river  a  second  time,  in  connection  with  Johnson,  I  think,  and  ducked 
him  again.  This  last  ducking  was  pretty  severe,  and  he  become  right  smartly 
exhausted  in  it.  The  first,  he  said,  did  not  strangle  him  any,  but  the  last,  he  said, 
exhausted  his  breatJi  considerably.  They  then  went  back  to  the  bank,  and  Moore 
took  him  again,  and  said,  "  When  we  started  out  we  intended  to  kill  you,  Squire  Weir, 
but  we  have  determined  not  to  do  it.  We  will  save  your  life,  but  it  must  be  on  con- 
ditions that  you  and  your  family  will  not  appear  against  us  at  court." .  He  told  him 
he  would  do  so  ;  he  would  make  that  promise.  They  then  brought  his  clothes  and  put 
them  on  him,  and  started  in  a  direction  which  was  rather  easterly,  I  think.  It  was 
then,  I  think,  getting  about  dark — quite  dark — when  they  left  that  point.  They  carried 
him  to  a  house  which  he  afterward  discovered  was  Ciibson^s  house  5  carried  him  up 
stairs  and  put  him  in  a  room  and  sent  him  some  supper.  Moore  got  a  chain  and  put  it 
around  his  leg  and  chained  him  to  the  bed-post,  and  left  him  there  and  went  down. 
He  said  the  chain  held  him  so  he  could  not  get  away,  and  they  went  down  the  steps. 
He  ate  his  supper  and  slept  during  the  night,  occasionally  waking  up  and  looking 
around  to  see  what  he  could  see,  and  two  of  them  were  in  the  room,  he  supposed  to 
guard  him.  He  staid  there  all  night.  The  next  morning  he  asked  for  a  pencil  and 
paper  to  write  upon  the.  subject  of  his  family  leaving,  and  ^rote  to  his  wife,  informing 
her  that  he  was  alive,  and  giving  her  instructions  for  her  and  his  daughter  to  go  away 
out  of  the  country  ;  that  it  would  be  ipiportant  for  them  to  So  so  if  they  valued  his  life. 
They  said  they  would  take  it  to  his  family.  Meanwhile,  he  said  that  Gibson  had  gone 
off  at  night.  I  will  return  a  little  to  the  narrative.  Gibson,  who  had  gone  off  at  night, 
came  back  next  morning,  and  seemed  very  much  agitated.  He  says  to  Moore,  "The 
people  are  up  about  this  thing,"  and  he  seemed  to  be  very  much  excited  when  he  told 
him.  Moore  said,  in  a  very  careless  kind  of  way,  "  I  don^t  mind  them.  If  I  had  the 
Smith  boys  here  I  could  whip  out  that  squad."  Gibson  told  him  it  was  a  more  .serijous 
thing  than  he  thought ;  that  it  was  a  considerable  squad  of  men  thiat  were  looking  for 
him,  and  I  think  he  mentioned  my  name  or  the  sheriffs.  I  am  not  certain  about  that. 
He  said  they  seemed  to  get  into  a  hurry,  and  took  him  in  an  easterly  direction.  He 
asked  where  theywere  going  to  take  him,  and  Moore  said  they  were  going  to  take  him 
to  Lawrence  County,  to  Smithes ;  that  he  would  be  safe  there.  He  said,  "  We  will  not 
hurt  you ;  we  will  treat  you  well,  but  simply  want  to  hold  you  until  after  court."  The 
court  was  due  the  following  Monday.  This  was  about  five  days  before  court.  Mean- 
while Gibson  and  Johnson  left,  leaving  none  but  him  and  Moore  and  a  fellow  who 
seems  to  have  come  to  them,  and  Moore  had  stated  to  him  one  of  their  men,  meaning 
men  of  my  party,  had  come  to  them.    We  afterward  found  it  was  Hiram  Higgins. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  He  was  one  of  your  squad  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.     He  says  that  this  man  was  along  with  Moore,  and  did  not  seem  to 


Hostea  Dy  v^jv/v/ 


^.v 


ALABAMA— SUB-COMMITTEE.  655 

do  anything,  but  Moore  told  them  both  to  follow  him  ;  they  finally  both  started  with 
him,  Moore  winding  about  through  the  woods  and  taking  up  about  three  miles  from 
town  at  a  house  out  in  the  barrens,  where  they  got  dinner.  Meanwhile  Moore  told  him 
he  was  released,  and  he  could  go  anywhere  that  he  wanted  to. 

Question,  Was  he  then  still  (Ssguised  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  he  had  taken  off  his  disguise  and  wrapped  it  up  in  his  overcoat  and 
put  it  on  his  horse.  He  was  disguised  on  the  bank  of  the  river ;  all  except  his  face. 
H©  had  on  a  red  disguise,  a  kind  of  overall  or  cloak  over  his  person,  and  some  kind  of 
a  cloak  wrapping  over  his  shoulders. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  On  what  day  was  it  Moore  told  Weir  he  could  go  anywhere  he  was  a  mind 
to? 
Answer,  Tuesday,  about  10  o'clock,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question,  How  did  young  Higgins  happen  to  fall  in  with  him  ? 

Answer,  I  have  investigated  Higgins's  case.  I  intended  to  make  him  an  accomplice, 
but  Higgins,  I  found,  had  been  drinking  all  the  time  he  was  with  me.  He  had  gotten 
liquor  at  the  distillery.  His  statement  was  corroborated  by  good  witnesses  that  he 
had  gotten  drunk,  and  in  staggering  about  with  a  man  named  Yarborough,  who  was 
an  old  companion  in  the  army,  they  having  got  drunk  together,  tbey  had  fallen  into 
this  place  of  Gibson's,  which  had  formerly  belonged  to  Yarborough's  father.  He  says 
that  about  night  he  found  himself  off  of  his  mule  and  down  on  his  back,  and  his  mule 
lying  close  by  near  the  path.  As  he  was  looking  up  his  mule,  hallooing  about,' not 
knowing  where  he  was,  he  made  some  little  noise  and  he  saw  a  man  coming  along  the 
path.  He  started  to  get  on  his  mule  to  go  off  and  this  man  halted  him  and  told  him 
he  must  go  with  him.  He  recognized  his  face  in  the  dark  to  be  Moore's,  and  he  saw  he 
was  in  a  pretty  tight  place,  and  concluded  to  say  nothing  about  it  and  just  stay  with 
him  until  Moore  told  him  he  was  released.  Mr.  Weir,  in  his  account,  does  not  say 
anything  about  it,  except  the  simple  fact  that  he  saw  Mr.  Higgins,  and  that  he  was 
along  with  Mr.  Moore  on  Tuesday,  but  for  what  purpose  he  did  not  know.  He  did  not 
make  complaint  against  Mr.  Higgins,  and  I  did  not  know  about  Mr.  Higgins  being 
connected  with  it  at  all  until  he,  Higgins,  told  it.  He  had  told  it  to  other  parties,  and 
it  got  out  in  that  way.  I  came  to  the  conolusion  that  Mr.  Higgins,  from  all  the  cor- 
roborating circumstances  I  had  got,  was  truthful  in  his  testimony — that  he  had  gotten 
drunk  and  fallen  in  with  him.  While  I  had  charged  him  with  being  an  accomplice 
and  had  him  arrested,  I  intended  to  make  a  State  witness  of  him,  and  do  yet  as  far  as 
he  knows,  and  released  him  with  that  intention. 

Question.  You  have  given  as  substantially  the  statement  of  Weir  as  you  recollect  it 
about  the  v.hole  thing  1 

Ansictr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now  if  you  have  any  views  of  your  own  you  can  state  them. 

Ariswer,  I  think  I  have  about  stated  the  whole  tbing.  I  think  the  last  transaction 
was  a  combination  to  provent  him  from  pursuing  them  any  further  in  prosecuting 
them.  After  the  probate  judge  and  county  commissioners  had  employed  counsel  and 
exhibited  the  intention  of  prosecuting  them  vigorously  they  became  alarmed,  and  Weir 
being  the  only  witness,  the^  formed  a  combination  to  get  rid  of  his  testimony.  We 
have  already  in  the  jail  there  now  live  disguised  men  whom  we  liave  held  for  prosecu- 
tion. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Captain  Coleman,  I  will  ask  you  to  state  the  standing  in  your  community 
of  these  parties,  Moore,  Gibson,  Johnson,  Bradford,  and  Harlan. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  they  stand  badly. 

Question,  What  was  their  standing  before  they  were  implicated  in  the  violence  to 
Weir? 

Answer,  They  stood  badly  before. 

Question,  Are  they  men  of  jjroperty  ? 

Answei\  Gibson  is  the  only  man  of  property  among  them. 

Question,  What  was  his  business? 

Ayiswer,  Farming. 

^wesiion.  What  was  Moore's  business  ? 

Answei\  Distilling.  He  had  a  distillery.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  owned  it  as  a 
partner  or  justl attended  to  it  and  received  a  portion  of  the  profits.  I  expect  he  was  a 
partner. 

Question.  What  w^  Johnson's  business  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  n  farmer. 

Question.  Did  he  own  the  land  he  occupied? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  did. 

Question,  Was  he  a  tenant  ? 
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Ammer,  I  think  li^  was.    I  do  not  know.    I  think  be  lived  on  Mr.  Gilbert^s  place, 
formerly  occupied  by  bis  son— I  bave  forgotten  bis  name— I  tbink  Tbpmaa  Gilbert. 
Question.  Wbat  was  Mr.  Bradford's  business  ? 
Answer.  A  farmer— a  renter.    I  tbink  be  worked  under  Gibson. 
Question.  What  was  Harlan's  occupation  ? 
Answer.  I  could  not  say.    I  do  not  think  it  was  anything. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 
Question.  Just  there,  as  to  the  distillery.    What  kind  of  a  concern  was  it— of  wbat 
magnitude  ? 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  vras  a  right  sharp  little  country  distillery. 

By  the  Ghairman  : 

Question.  Was  it  a  licensed  distillery  ? 

Anstver,  Not  licensed  by  the  United  States.  I  am  prosecuting  them  now  for  viola- 
tion of  that  law. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  How  much  was  it  making  per  day  t 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  what  they  would  make  a  day.    I  know  very  little  about  it. 
Qwesfion.  Did  they  make  it  from  corn  ? 

Answer.  1  think  mostly  from  apples ;  some  corn  I  reckon,  but  mostly  apple-brandy. 
Question,  Would  they  make  a  barrel  a  day  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  expect  they  would. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  These  parties  you  say  have  been  indicted  for  illicit  distilling? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  Moore  and  Blair  bave. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  was  about  asking  you  wbat  Blair's  occupation  was,  but  I  suppose  bis 
occupation  has  been  connected  with  this  distillery  ? 

Ansioer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  other  occupation. 

Qvjestion.  Were  there  any  other  whit©  men  besides  those  I  bave  ©numerated  co»- 
cerned  in  either  of  these  transactions  ? 

Answer.  Moore,  Gibson,  Johnson,  Bradford,  and  Blair.  Did  I  mention  in  that  last 
transaction  a  man  named  Boyce  ? 

Question.  I  think  not. 

Answer.  Samuel  Boyce  was  implicated,  also  George  Peace. 

Question.  Who  was  Boyce  and  what  was  bis  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  state.  I  do  not  kaow  wbat  it  is.  He  is  one  of  the  hangers-on 
of  Moore — a  striker. 

Question.  Were  these  three  colored  men,  of  whopi  you  have  spoken,  in  the  employ- 
ment of  any  of  these  white  men  ? 

Answer.  They  were  in  the  employment,  I  think,  of  Moore  and  Blair. 

Question.  Does  the  testimony  show  that  they  acted  under  duress,  or  were  they  will- 
ing participants  ?    I  refer  now  to  the  first  whipping. 

Answer.  Mr.  Weir  says  they  were  rather  under  duress.  He  says  they  were  unwill- 
ing at  first,  but  the  man  Jim  Kelly,  through  being  unwilling  at  first,  afterwards 
seemed  to  have  gone  into  it  pretty  willingly,  and  to  have  whipped  him  pretty  vigor- 
ously. They  bave  been  arrested — one  of  them  has.  The  other  two  ran  off  immediately 
afterwards. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  the  entire  correctness  of  Mr.  Weir's  state- 
ment to  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  in  good  standing  ? 

An»wer.  Well,  sir?  in  regard  to  bis  veracity,  I  tbink  be  is.  He  is  a  dissipated  m&>n  ; 
a  poor  man,  and  a  dissipated  man.  He  has  been  exceedingly  dissipated ;  but  so  £ar  as 
bis  integrity  and  his  truth  are  concerned  I  know  nothing  to  bis  detriment. 

Question.  How-  long  has  he  resided  in  Limestone  (/ounty  ? 

Answer.  He  has  been  residing  tUere  since  the  close  of  the  war.  I  do  not  know  bow 
much  longer.    I  have  known  him  only  since  the  war. 

Question.  Where  did  he  come  from  when  be  settled  in  Limestone  County  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  came  from  Lauderdale  there,  but  I  tbink  bis  original  home  was 
in  East  Tennessee. 

Question.  He  was  born  and  raised,  then,  you  understand,  in  the  South  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  he  was  not  obnoxious  to  the  ooBgaaonity  generally  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  would  not  say  that  be  was. 

Question.  Do  you  tbink  that  any  of  these  outa^^es  are  countenanced  by  any  portion 
of  your  community  f 
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Ayiswer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  a  man  in  the  community,  even  before  I  became  solici- 
tor, when  they  woukl  have  talked  to  me,  I  suppose,  more  freely,  countenance  them  in 
the  least— either  of  the  transactions  ',  in  fact  Moore  was  a  candidate  for  sheriff,  and  I 
think  it  broke  down  what  little  popularity  he  had,  if  any. 

Question.  You  say  Moore  was  a  candidate  for  sheriff? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  know  that  Moore  had  been  pretfcy  vigorous  against  disguised 
men,  and  I  thought  at  the  time  he  was  a  good  man.  About  a  year  ago  he  helped  the 
sheriff  and  helped  myself  put  down  some  more  disguised  men,  who  were  threatening 
murder,  and  destruction,  and  injury  to  the  country.  He  had  co-operated  with  me,  and 
I  thought  him  a  firm,  good  citizen ;  but  after  this  transaction  I  became  satisfied  that  he 
was  not.  I  had  been  influential  in  getting  him  to  run  for  sheriff,  thinking  him  an 
honest  man  and  a  good  citizen.  He  is  a  firm  man,  but  demoralized  by  whisky  and  a 
chronic  disposition  to  crime. 

Question.  What  were  Weir's  politics  at  that  time? 

Answer.  Weir,  I  think,  has  voted  the  republican  ticket  all  along,  but  I  am  not 
certain. 

Question,  Was  he  a  soldier  in  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  was  not  a  soldier. 

Question.  What  were  the  politics  of  Moore  ? 

Ansioer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  he  had  any. 

Question.  When  he  was  a  candidate  for  sheriff,  on  which  ticket  did  he  seek  the  nomi- 
nation ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  seek  the  nomination  of  either  party.  He  was  an  independent 
candidate. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  with  which  party  he  votes  ? 

Ansioer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  which  party  claims  him  ? 

Ansioer.  I  asked  him  if  he  would  go  before  the  democratic  convention  for  nomination; 
he  said  he  would  not ;  he  was  opposed  to  a  convention. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Questio7i.  About  what  time  Avas  this  ? 

Answer.  About  two  or  three  months  ago.  He  did  not  seek  the  votes  of  either  party. 
He  wanted  to  be  independent,  and  he  thought  he  was  popular  with  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  belong  to  the  democratic  party  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  a  democrat. 

Question.  From  whose  appointment  do  you  derive  your  office  as  county  solicitor  ? 
Answer.  From  the  appointment  of  Judge  Clark,  circuit  judge. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Is  he  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  is  a  republican.  I  think  both  our  county  and  circuit  judges  are 
classed  with  the  republican  party,  although  they  do  not  say  much  about  it. 

By  the  ChaiRxMAN  : 

Question.  What  are  Mr.  Gibson's  politics  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  could  not  say.  He  is  one  of  that  loose  kind  of  men  who  have 
very  little  to  say  about  politics.  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  took  any  decided  stand 
one  way  or  the  other. 

Questio7i.  What  are  the  politics  of  Johnson  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  state. 

Question.  Of  Bradford? 

Answer.  I  could  not  state.  I  think  they  were  all  low  down  men,  who  had  very  little 
to  do  with  politics,  or  thought  of  politics,  one  way  or  the  other. 

Question.  Of  Harlan  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  his  politics. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  politics  of  Blair  ? 

Ansioer.  I  expect  Blair  is  a  democrat,  but  I  never  heard  him  say  how  he  voted. 

Question.  This  last  man,  Boyce,  what  were  his  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  his  politics. 

Question.  You  had  no  previous  acquaintance  with  these  men  except  Moore— Moore, 
and  Gibson,  and  Blair  ? 

Answer.  Bradford  also  I  knew  slightly,  but  just  simply  as  a  man  living  in  the  county. 

Question,  You  had  not  been  a  candidate  for  office  and  soliciting  votes,  and  so  knowing 
the  views  of  the  people  ? 

Answer,  1  had  been  a  candidate  for  superintendent  of  education,  but  it  was  an  office 
upon  which  parties  did  not  divide,  and  I  knew  nothing  of  their  political  sentiment. 
There  was  no  opposition  on  the  republican  side  ;  there  w^as  no  contest  about  it.    It  was 
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not  regarded  as  a  political  office.  I  had  never  been  a  candidate.  I  never  received  any 
suffrages  for  solicitor,  the  only  office  I  hold. 

Question,  Did  the  testimony  show  that  the  politicsof  Weir  had  any  connection  what- 
ever with  either  of  these  outrages ;  was  it  meutioned  as  a  circumstance  iu'the  case  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.  Mr.  Weir  emphatically  so  stated  to  rae.  I  asked  him 
particularly  as  soon  as  I  came  into  the  office  of  solicitor.  I  had  an  interview  with  him 
two  or  three  days  afterward.  I  wanted  to  know  if  anything  of  the  kind  was  going  on 
in  the  county  from  political  influence.  He  told  me  explicitly  that  politics  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  and  he  thought  it  all  originated  from  a  personal  affair  between  him  and 
William  S.  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Judge  Minnis,  who  was  a  witness  before  the  committee,  and  has  spoken  in 
praise  of  the  action  of  the  citizens  of  Limestone  County  in  connection  with  this  case, 
when  asked  if  he  thought  politics  had  anything  to  do  with  the  whipping  of  Weir,  re- 
plied that  he  thought  politics  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  further  than  to  this  extent, 
that  the  men  who  committed  the  outrage  felt  that  they  might  take  advantage  of  the 
prejudice  existing  in  that  county  against  republicans  to  commit  the  outrage  upon 
Weir  when  they  would  not  have  felt  at  liberty  to  do  it  if  Weir  had  been  deemed  a 
democrat  in  good  standing. 

Answer.  It  may  be  that  these  men,  not  being  intelligent  men,  and  not  being  well  in- 
formed, may  have  miscounted  the  sentiment — may  have  misinterpreted  and  miscon- 
strued the  sentiment  of  the  county.  The  sentiment  of  the  county,  as  exhibited  since, 
certainly  shows  that  they  did.  They  may  have  thought  that  there  was  such  a  preju- 
dice, and  they  could  commit  such  an  offense  with  impunity,  and  not  be  prosecuted.  But 
the  result  shows  they  Were  most  wofully  mistaken. 

Question.  Mr.  Weir  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  since  the  war.    He  was  made  so  under  the  State  election. 

Question.  Was  he  not  made  a  justice  of  the  peace  immediately  after  the  close  of  the 
war  by  Governor  Parsons  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  think  about  the  time  the  officers  we  have  now  went  in. 

Question.  I  think.  Judge  Minnis  stated  that  he  thought  Weir  was  made  a  justice  of 
the  peace  by  Governor  Smith,  who  sii»cceeded  Governor  Fatten  ?  . 

Answer.  It  may  have  been  under  Governor  Smith.  He  was  made  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  but  he  was  not  certainly  under  Governor  Parsons,  and  not  under  Governor  Pat- 
ton.  I  think  he  had  become  a  justice  of  the  peace  under  Governor  Smith's  adminis- 
tration. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  stated  in  your  examination  that,  within  eighteen  months  past, 
several  outrages  have  been  conimitted  upon  individuals.  Were  they  generally  com- 
mitted by  men  in  disguise,  banded  together  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  were.  One  murder  was  committed  by  Birdsong ;  tihatwasnot 
in  disguise.  One  assault  and  arrest  of  a  party  was  committed  by  eight  disguised  men 
about  twelve  or  sixteen  months  ago.    That  is  the  first  prosecutiop  I  mentioned. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  how  long  ago  it  was? 

Ansivcr.  I  can  be  accurate.    It  was  last  September,  a  year  ago. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  titatement  or  catalogue  of  offenses  committed  within  that 
period  ? 

Answer.  There  was  one  man  killed  about  two  months  ago,  in  the  northwestern  portion 
of  our  county,  and  in  a  few  days  after  that  his  slayer  was  killed.  The  first  killing  was 
a  personal  difficulty,  at  which  I  was  present  myself,  and  saw  him  shot. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  last  tnan  who  was  killed  was  said  to  have  been  killed  by  dis 
guised  men. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  You  mean  the  slayer  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Burrus  was  his  name. 

Question.  Whom  had  he  killed  ? 

Answer.  He  had  killed  his  cousin,  named  Strange. 

Question.  That  was-  a  private  feud,  I  understand  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  were  concerned  in  the  taking  off  of  Burrus  ? 

Answer.  I  thiijk  that  six  were  said  to  have  been  concerned  in  it.  I  was  not  prose- 
cutor then,  and  I  went  with  the  coroner  to  investigate  it,  simply  for  my  own  satisfac- 
tion. 

Question.  How  did  the  testimony  show  that  these  men  were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  It  showed  that  they  were  disguised  in  black  costume. 
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Question.  Were  tliey  mounted,  or  on  foot  ? 
Answer.  They  were  on  foot. 
Question.  Were  their  faces  disguised  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  How  ? 

Answer.  With  some  kind  of  covering  upon  their  faces.    It  was  not  known  in  the 
excitement  that  occurred  how,  but  simply  a  black  covering  hanging  over  the  faces. 
Question.  Have  they  ever  been  identified  ? 
Answer.  1^0,  sir. 

Question.  What  eiforts,  if  any,  have  been  made  to  ascertain  who  these  men  were  ? 
Answer.  Well,  sir;  the  efforts  that  I  made  the  next  day,  and  the  efforts  that  the 
coroner  made  in  taking  testimony.  I  have  already  had  some  witnesses  summoned 
before  the  grand  jury  to  see  what  could  be  learned,  but  I  have  never  gotten  any  clew 
to  it.  It  is  the  best  covered  up  transaction  that  I  know  of  at  all.  Suspicion  rested 
upon  the  parties  who  had  been  involved  in  the  previous  .difficulty,  but  that  was  all 
they  had  to  go  by. 

(^i^esiion.  What  was  Birdsong  murdered  for  ? 

Ansiver.  Birdsong  was  not  murdered.  He  murdered  a  man  named  McKee.  He  was 
the  murderer.  McKee's  body  was  found  the  next  day,  and  in  his  saddle-bags  he  had  a 
disguise.  Birdsong  fled.  There  was  also  arrested,  the  same  day,  a  young  man  named 
Kight,  and  he  confessed  that  he,  and  Birdsong,  and  McKee,  had  been  together  on  the 
previous  day,  and  had  made  an  agreement  that  they  were  to  steal  some  horses  and  some 
mules  at  certain  places,  and  mentioning  the  places,  and  that  they  were  to  go  in  the 
night-time  and  steal  some  money  from  an  old  negro  man  who  was  supposed  to  have 
some  money,  and.' that  they  were  to  do  this  in  disguise,  and  these  horses  were  to  be 
stolen  in  disguise.    I  have  Kight  now  in  jail  charged  with  horse-stealing. 

Question.  What  was.  the  character  of  the  disguise  lound  upon  McKee  ? 

Answer.  I  never  examined  that ;  I  do  not  know  wha-t  it  was.  We  got  McKee's  dis- 
guise and  Birdsong. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  get  Kight's  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  have  any  disguise,  but  he  said  he  was  to  just  throw  his  blanket 
over  him  and  put  some  kind  of  calico  covering  over  his  face,  which  he  did  not  have 
with  him.  ^. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  an  assault  and  battery  by  eight  disguised  men,  from  twelve 
to  sixteen  months  ago  ;  please  state  the  circumstances. 

Ansiver.  About  twelve  or  sixteen  months  ago  there  originated  a  feud  in  the  neighbor- 
hood in'  which  my  mother's  place  and  my  place  were,  in  the  county,  between  two  par- 
ties— those  who  were  regarded,  and  whom  I  liave  always  regarded,  as  the  best  citizens 
down  in  that  neighbprhood,  and  some  new-comers,  who  were  renters  there.  I  think 
the  contest* and  feud  sprang  up  on  account  of  renting  of  land.  There  was  a  contest 
between  the  parties  as  to  which  should  have  the  land.  They  had  several  fights  and 
difficulties  about  it  on  various  occasions,  and  finally  the  development  that  was  made  in 
disguise  was,  that  eight  disguised  men  came  to  a  church  in  the  neighborhood  ;  on  their 
way  to  the  church  they  arrested  this  party  upon  whom  I  said  an  assault  and  battery 
was  committed.  We-  charged  an  assault  because,  while  they  did  not  draw  their  pistols, 
they  detained  him  as  a  prisoner  in  the  house,  while  six  of  them  went  up  and  posted  a 
notice  on  the  church  stating,  "  We  have  been  maltreated  by  certain  men  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, and  we  are  determined  that  they  shall  not  overcome  us  in  our  objects,  and  if 
any  mischief  is  done  in  the  neighborhood  we  will  hold  these  parties  responsible ;"  men- 
tioning their  names,  among  which  was  Mr.  James  Yarborough,  a  clever  citizen,  Dick 
McCormick,  and  Albert  McCormick,  and  Elona  Hamilton;  he,  the  latter,  was  one  of 
my  renters,  and  I  took  a  great  interest  in  it  on  his  account  and  on  tho  general  account. 
No  injury  was  inflicted  on  these  men  beyond  mere  detention.    That  was  all. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  disguises  worn  by  these  eight  men,  so  far  as 
you  were  informed  ? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  that  they  were  striped  calico,  most  of  them ;  one  of  them 
was  a  red  ground  with  spots  in  it — red  ground  with  white  spots. 

Question.  This  was  a  disguise  which  covered  the  body  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  disguise  which  covered  the  head  and  face  ? 

Answer.  That  av^s  a  kind  of  cap  made  out  of  pasteboard  with  a  white  face — white 
domestic,  j)robably — covering  the  face,  with  holes  for  the  eyes,  nose,  and  mouth. 

Question.  Mounted  by  horns  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  had  any  horns. 

Question.  Were  these  men  mounted  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  armed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  their  disguise  and  appearance  differ  from  the  old-fashioned  Ku-Klux 
disguise  ? 
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Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  saw  the  disguises  myself ;  I  only  heard 
.them  described,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  they  differed  at  all  or  not  from  the  old- 
fashioned  disguise.  They  certainly  differed  from  the  only  Ku-IQux  I  ever  saw.  The 
disguises  of  the  first  Ku-Klux  I  ever  saw  were  entirely  different. 

Question,  When  was  that,  Captain  Coleman  ? 

Answer,  Let  me  see  j  the  war  closed  in  1865 ;  I  think  it  was  in  the  fall  of  1866. 

Question.  You  may  state  the  circumstance. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  at  a  pic-uic — what  was  called  a  moon-light  pic-nic — in  a 
beech  grove  near  Pulaski. 

Question.  In  Tennessee  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  where  there  was  a  dance.  There  was  a  good  large  circle  of  fine 
people  gathered  together,  when  these  persons  in  mysterious  garb  came  out  of  the  Woods 
and  came  upon  the  ground  and  danced  to  the  music,  and  would  talk  to  those  who  would 
talk  with  them,  disguising  their  voices ;  it  seemed  to  be  a  thing  of  amusement  j  I  never 
heard  anything  in  connection  with  it  as  a  political  organization. 

Question.  Not  at  that  time  ? 

Answ&)\  At  that  time,  no,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  was  their  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  had  very  tall  hats  that  seemed  to  be  made  of  some  material, 
I  could  not  tell  what  it  Was,  but  it  was  covered  with  spangles,  with  stars,  and  it  was 
rather  a  pretty  and  showy  Qostume.  Their  covering  seemed  to  be  a  kind  of  talma  or 
cloak  thrown  over  their  bodies,  and  then  a  tunic  running  down  to  their  feet  nearly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  that  the  first  you  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  ? 

Answer.  It  was  about  that  time  I  heard  of  fhe  Ku-Klux  Klan  ;  probably  I  had  heard 
of  Ku-Klux  a  little  before  that,  but  that  was  the  first  I  ever  saw  of  them. 

Question.  How  long  subsequently  did  that  organization  exist  and  operate  in  full  vigor  ? 

Answer.  Subsequently,  I  do  not  know.  TJie  next  time  1  saw  them  was  in  1867, 1 
think,  but  I  am  not  accurate  about  the  time.  It  was  1867  .or  1868,,but  I  think  it  was 
1867,  and  I  saw  them  no  more. 

Question.  Where  was  it  you  saw  them  in  1867  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  them  in  Athens. 

Question.  In  Limestone  County  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  large  a  band  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  one  band  consisted  of  six;  I  think  the  other  band  consisted  of 
about  seventy-five  or  a  hundred. 

Question,  Were  both  bands  there  at  the  same  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  were  there  on  different  occasions. 

Question.  You  may  describe  the  occasions  of  their  visit  to  Athens. 

Answer.  One  visit  was  one  night  as  I  came  from  the  cars  ;  I  saw  them  just  riding 
through  the  town.  They  stopped  on  the  square  and  cut  up  a  good  many  curious  gyra- 
tions or  performances.  I  remember  one  of  them  took  my  hat  off  and  took  it  some  dis- 
tance ;  I  thought  Jtie  had  gotten  it  for  good,  but  he  brought  it  back  tj)  me.  The  other 
occasion  was,  I  think,  on  the  day  of  the  presidential  election  when  they  came  in.  We 
had  some  Federal  soldiers  just  to  keep  order ;  they  rode  up  and  asked  tor  the  mayor  of 
the  town.  We  were  apprehending  some  disturbance  at  the  polls.  A  great  many  were 
in  town,  and  we  did  not  know  but  there  might  be  some  collision.  One  of  the  men  in 
disguise  asked  the  mayor  (I  was  present)  if  he  apprehended  any  disturbance  during 
the  day.  He  said,  "  No  f  he  thought  everything  would  be  quiet.  The  lieutenant  of 
the  guard  also  came  up,  and  he  turned  to  the  lieutenapt  and  the  mayor  and  said,  "  If 
they  don't  keep  good  order,  Lieutenant,  just  scratch  on  the  ground  and  I  will  be  with 
you." 

Question.  This  last  visit  was  in  November,  1868  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  As  the  election  occurred  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  when  the  small  body  appeared. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  How  many  were  there  in  the  body  that  came  in  on  election  day  ? 
Answer,  Six  or  eight. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  The  large  body  was  the  year  before  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  That  was  the  last  I  saw  of  any  disguised  parties ;  I  mean  when  I 
saw  them  in  November,  1868. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  disguised  bands  after  that,  except  such  as  were  organ- 
ized, as  you  stated,  for  plunder  ?  _^ 
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Answer.  No,  sir;  I  heard  no  farther  of  them  ;  I  had  heard  that  they  had  disbanded 
before  I  saw  the  last  party  that  I  saw ;  that  they  disbanded  some  two  or  three  months 
before  I  saw  them,  but  I  do  not  know  that  to  be  the  fact  j  I  simply  heard  it. 

Question,  From  the  time  ydu  first  became  acquainted  with  the  existence  of  the  or 
ganization  until  November,  1868,  was  two  and  a  half  years  nearly,  was  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  During  that  period  of  time  did  this  organization  do  any  mischief  in  Lime- 
stone County  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  that  I  know  of.    I  heard  no  complaint  made. 

Question.  No  outrages  were  perpetrated  upon  any  person  to  your  knowledge  or  from 
information  that  you  have  derived  from  others  ? 

Answer.  No,-  sir.  During  1867  and  1868  I  was  away  a  good  deal  of  the  time,  but  I 
do  not  know  of  any  outrages  that  were  laid  to  the  account  of  the  Ku-Klux  during  that 
time. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  objects  of  that  organisation  ? 

Ansicer,  No,  sir;  I  could  not  say  that  I  have  any  knowledge  of  it  myself.  I  ha-ve 
talked  with  parties  that  I  thought  were  in  the  first  organization — that  squad  that  I 
told  3{ou  I  met  at  the  pic-nic  ground — and  I  asked  them  what  was  the  meaning  of  the 
word — where  it  came  from ;  if  it  was  not  from*  a  Greek  word — there  had  been  some 
discussion  in  the  papers  as  to  what  the  word  Xu-Klux  came  from — and  they  told  me  ;  I 
asked  if  it  was  not  from  the  Greek  word  KvKXog ;  they  said  they  thought  it  was. 

Question.  What  is  the  meaning  of  that  Greek  word  ? 

Ansioer.  It  means  circle — KvK%og.  The  reason  I  came  to  inquire  was  because"  when  I 
was  a  student  in  college  we  had  a  society  that  we  called  the  KvK?[,og  Society,  and  the 
word  was  so  much  like  Ku-Klux  that  it  led  me  to  investigate  the  origin  of  it. 

Question.  Was  that  society  ever  known  by  any  other  name  than  Ku-Klux  in  lime- 
stone or  in  the  adjoining  counties  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not.    I  never  have  heard  of  its  being  known  by  any  other 
name. 
0 Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  an  organization  known  as  the  Invisible  Circle? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  Knights  of  the  White  Camelia? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  1  never  heard  of  them. 

Question.  Or  the  White  Brotherhood  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  Pale  Faces  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Questicjfi.  Or  the  Invisible  Empire  ? 
Answer,  ^o,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  any  of  those  names. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  an  organization  known  as  the  Constitutional  Union 
Guards! 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  the  body  of  men  that  composed  the  Ku-Klux  organization  in 
your  section  of  ijie  country  never  assumed  any  other  name,  or  were  knowTi  by  any 
other  name  than  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  never  assumed  any  other  name.  I  will  state,  for  I  might  as 
well  be  candid,  as  there  is  no  other  way  to  get  at  the  truth  but  to  state  it  out,  the 
first  I  knew  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  in  Limestone  County  was  that  several  men 
approached  me  on  the  subject  of  joining  the  Ku-Klux.  They  asked  me  if  I  would  join 
them.  I  asked  them  what  the  object  of  the  organization  was.  They  stated  that  it 
was  to  uphold  the  civil  law  and^ut  down  this  thing  of  thieving  and  plunder  through 
the  country ;  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  thieving  and  rascality  then  going  on  by 
bad  men,  and  horse-stealing  also,  and  property  was  exceedingly  insecure.  It  was 
thought  that  the  mystery  connected  with  the  organization  would  produce  more  terror 
to  them,  and  that  by  riding  at  night  and  appearing  to  be  a  sort  of  miraculous  persons — 
spirits  and  ghosts,  and  things  of  that  kind — it  would  have  a  good  effect.  That  object 
seemed  eoodi  Is  tated  to  them  so  far  as  that  was  concerned  I  saw  nothing  objectionable 
to  that,  but  I  had  always  had  an  aversion  to  joining  secret  organizations.  It  was 
with  some  difficulty  that  I  was  ever  gotten  up  to  join  the  Masons,  and  I  had  an  aver 
sion  to  secret  political  organizations,  and  I  feared  that  it  might  be  demoralized  if  the 
original  object  was  not  connected  with  politics ;  that  it  might  become  demoralized 
finally  into  it ;  that  men  might  get  into  it  who  were  bad  men  and  might  deflect  it  from  its 
original  objects  and  proper  channel ;  that  I  being  a  lawyer,  as  I  was,  while  the  civil 
law,  it  is  true,  was  weakly  .administered  on  account  of  the  disturbed  state  of  the 
country,  yet  that  I  had  best  not  go  into  anything  that  might  lead  to  an  infraction  of 
the  civil  law  by  its  power  or  strength,  and  I  declined  on  that  account,  but  told  them 
that  as  long  as  they  carried  out  this  purpose  I  saw  nothing  wrong  in  it. 
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Question'.  About  what  time  were  you  approached  with  this  proposition  to  join  the 
order  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  the  spring  of  1858 or  fall  of  1867 ;  I  cannofc  remember  it  now. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  case  where  that  organization  was  employed  for 
political  purposes  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  a  case. 

Question.  I  mean  to  influence  men^s  voting? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  haVe  known  a  single  case  in  our  county.  I  cannot  remem- 
ber now  any  case  that  I  have  heard  of  at  all  in  any  county.  You  mean  where  it  was 
sought  to  produce  a  terror  to  influence  them  to  votd  for  one  party  or  the  other  ?  I 
have  never  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind.  As  to  that  party  that  appeared  on  the  day 
of  the  election,  I  sought  to  investigate  and  see  whether  they  were  bringing  any  influ- 
ence to  bear  in  that  direction,  because  I  discountenanced  that,  and  I  determined  that 
if  I  could  find  the  parties  who  were  engaged  in  it  I  would  use  what  influence  I  had  to 
prevent  it. 

Question.  They  appeared  in  town  while  the  voting  was  going  on? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  ride  near  the  polls  ? 

Answer.  They  rode  around  the  polls  and  the  court-house — the  polls  were  at  the'court- 
house. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  this  man  who  talked  with  the  mayor  have  on  his  disguise  while  talk- 
ing with  him  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  talked  with  the  lieutenant  of  the  guard  also. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  their  appearance  greeted  with  favor  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  nothing  was  said  to  them. 

Question.  You  heard  no  cheers  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  expressions  of  disapprobation  at  their  appearance  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  citizens  disapproved  it.  They  spoke  several  times  during  the 
day  that  they  were  sorry  it  was  done ;  that  it  might  be  misconstrued. 

Question.  Were  any  republican  votes  cast  at  that  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  large  number. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  full  strength  of  the  republican  party  was  voted  in  your 
county  that  fall  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  something  in  relation  to  the  political  states  of  your 
county.    I  think  I  understood  you  to  «ay  it  was  democratic  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  votes  are  polled  in  Limestone  County  when  the  full  strength 
of  both  sides  is  brought,  out  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  the  full  strength,  and  the  only  criterion  I  have  to 
go  by  in  the  statement  I  made  that  the  full  strength  was  brought  out,  was  what 
others  said.  I  have  no  record  of  the  votes  ;  but  I  think  in  the  Lindsay  election  last 
fall,  when  Governor  Lindsay  was  elected,  there  were  x)olled  from  sixteen  to  eighteen 
hundred  votes.    I  will  not  pretend  to  be  accurate. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  for  him  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  the  whole  vote  cast. 

Question.  You  speak  of  the  entire  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  would  say  fully  eighteen  hundred  votes;  it  may  be  more. 

Question.  Of  that  number*  what  proportion  was  democratic  and  what  proportioli 
republican? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  a  difference  of  about  three  hundred  votes. 

Question.  About  what  is  the  number  of  white  republican  voters  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  mere  guess-work ;  but  I  would  not  think  it  was  exceeding 
ftfty,  or,  may  be,  one  hundred. 

Question.  Are  they  southern  or  northern  men  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  all  southern  men,  with  a  few  exceptions.  We  have  some 
northern  democrats  and  some  southern  republicans.  They  are  pretty  well  mixed.  I  do 
not  thmk  thete  is  much  difference  between  the  two  as  far  as  that  is  concerned. 

Question.  Is  there  any  intolerance  on  account  of  political  opinion  expressed  in  Lime- 
stone County  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  that  Mr.  John  Lamb  is  the  only  republican — I  mean  open 
and  well-known  republican — who  takes  any  part  in  politics;  and  he  is  i:>ersonally  a 
very  popular  man — well  known  by  everybody  as  a  republican  and  a  strong  party  man. 

Question.  By  what  majority  was  he  elected  ? 

Answer.,  He  is  not  an  office-holder,  except  he  holds  the  post-office. 
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Question.  Are  any  republicans  elected  to  office  in  Limestone  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Lentz  is  tlie  sheriff. 

Question.  When  was  he  elected  ? 

Ansicer.  He  was  elected  in  the  last  election.    I  have  forgotten  the  year. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  In  February,  1868  ? 
Amwer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  When  the  democrats  abstained  from  voting  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  that  was  the  time  he  was  elected. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Has  there  been  since  February,  1868,  any  more  than  one  election  when  you 
had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  strength  of  both  parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  election  for  governor. 

Question.  That  was  last  fall  ? 

Anstver.  And  at  the  presidential  election. 

Question.  How  did  the  vote  of  Limestone  County  stand  for  President? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  a  difference  of  probably  seven  or  eight  hundred  votes  in 
favor  of  the  democrats. 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  vote  at  the  presidential  election  generally  ? 

*  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  there  any  negroes  in  your  county  who  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  0,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Abo  at  vrhat  proportion  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  1  have  no  means  of  knowing  except. those  I  know  about  the  towns. 
I  think  full  as  many  vote  the  democratic  as  the  other  ticket  of  those  about  town . 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  a  colored  man  was  interfered  with  for  voting  the 
democratic  ticket  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  They  vote  freely  as  they  choose  ? 
Ariswer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  colored  people,  in  voting  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  have  been  under  duress  of  any  kind  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  in  our  county.  I  have-seen  some  publications  in  newspapers 
about  that,  but  not  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  never  seen  any  interfered  with.  They 
laughed  at  them  sometimes,  but  no  violence  was  used?  or  effort  made  to  prevent  them. 
But  I  think  our  town  is  a  most  conservative  town  and  opposed  to  all  disorder^  and 
discountenances  anything  of  that  kind.    I  do  not  think  either  side  have  tried  it  there. 

Question.  Is  there  any  prejudice  entertained  there  against  white  men  who  have  set- 
tled in  jour  county,  coming  from  the  Northern  States  since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  socially  well  treated  ? 

Answer.  They  are  socially  well  treated.  I  know  of  two  gentlemen  to  whose  houses 
I  went  about  three  weeks  aga— Mr.  Bartlett  and  Mr.  Zeitler— and  from  my  conversa- 
tion, I  inferred  that  they  were  on  perfect  social  terms  with  every  gentleman  in  the 
neighborhood. 

Question.  How  did  they  vote  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  they  vote  the  democratic 
ticket ;  Zeitler  does. 

Question,  Do  you  know  any  northern  men  in  your  community  who  vote  the  republi- 
can ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  .Mr.  Lamb  does. 

Question.  Is  he  outspoken  in  his  sentiments  ? 

Answei\  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  well  relished  by  the  southern  people  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  he  mingles  with  other  young  men  there  as  a  companion.  He  is 
popular.  I  will  say  that  Lamb  is  popular  among  our  people.  He  is  regarded  as  a 
candid,  straightforward,  and  honest  man. 

Question.  What  is  his  business? 

Answer.  U.Q  keeps  the  post-office,  and  a  little  store  and  confectionery  in  connection 
with  it,  and  a  billiard  saloon  connected  with  it,  running  back.  He  is  thrifty  and  indus- 
trious, intelligent  and  i)opular.  I  have  never  known  any  interference  with  him,  or 
any  combination  against  him. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  disguised  bands  of  men  whose  objects  were  horse-stealing 

and  stealing  generally,  and  whose  purpose  was  also -^  I 
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Answer.  To  carry  out  any  private  revenge  they  might  have. 

Question.  About  how  many  such  bands  have  you  known,  Mr.  Coleman  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  band  of  which  I  have  spoken  as  having  existed  about  thir- 
teen or  fourteen  months  ago,  against  whom  I  commenced  a  prosecution,  called  them- 
selves Men  of  Justice.  That  was  what  they  signed  themselves  to  the  paper  that  they 
posted  up.  That  and  Moore's  band  were  all  that  I  knew,  and  that  was  confined  to  one 
neighborhood.  I  will  state  that  when  I  got  to  where  Moore  carried  on  these  last  per- 
formances of  his,  there  seemed  to  be  no  sympathy  in  the  neighborhood  with  it  ;•  ami 
the  men  whom  he  had  brought  in  by  this  transaction  were  from  what  is  called  the  "  Dark 
Corner."  The  two  Smiths,  and  Boyce,  and  Peace,  lived  in  the  barrens,  an  entirely  sep- 
arate neighborhood  from  that  in  which  Moore  lived,  and  where  the  outrage  on  Mr. 
Weir  was  committed. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  affairs  generally  throucfhout 
the  State  in  December,  1868,  as  to  peace,  order,  and  qjiiet  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  I  could  not  say  that  I  was  throughout  the  State. 

Question.  To  what  portions  of  the  State  did  your  Knowledge  or  information  extend  ? 

An8wei\  It  extended  over  Limestone,  Lawrence,  Lauderdale,  Franklin,  Morgan,  and 
Madison ;  just  up  and  down  this  valley  I  knew  pretty  much  what  was  going  on, 
though  at  th^  time,  I  will  say,  I  was  leading  a  very  private  life.  I  was  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  my  attention  was  not  directed  much  to  the  affairs  of  the  country.  Mine 
was  a  retired  life,  and  I  do  not  think  that  my  statements  may  be  relied  upon  aS  being 
very  full. 

Question.  You  have  of  course  heard  of  an  act  approved  December  26, 1^68,  passed  by 
the  legislature  of  Alabama,  entitled  *^An  act  for  the  suppression  of  secret  organizations 
of  men  disguising  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  committing  crimes  and  Outrages." 
You  are  familiar  with  the  law,  are  you  If 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  read  carefully  the  preamble  to  that  law,  and  after  you 
have  read  it  I  desire  to  ask  you  whether  the  recitals  in  the  preamble  were  true,  so  far 
as  your  knowledge  and  information  extended  J  [The  witness  peruses  the  preamble  to 
the  act  above  named,  which  preamble  is  set  out  in  full  in  the  testimony  of  John  A. 
Minnis.] 

Answer.  1  will  state  that  at  the  time  this  act  was  passed,  I  did  not  know  of  any  vio- 
lence used  by  disguised  men  at  all.  I  could  see  some  accounts  in  newspapers  at  times, 
but  I  knew  of  no  cases  of  violence  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Question.  Had  such  a  state  of  things  as  is  recited  in  that  preamble  existed  previous 
to  that  time  ? 

An^tve)\  No,  sir ;  not  within  my  knowledge. 

Question.  From  your  information,  derived  from  the  public  press  and  conversation 
with  public  men  from  diiferent  parts  of  the  State,  do  you  believe  that  was  the  fact? 

An8wei\  Not  in  our  State.  I  heard  that  it  existed  in  Tennessee ;  but,  up  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  /I  had  not  heard  of  any  violence  used  by  disguised  men  in  our  State 
at  aU. 

Question.  You  say  that  this  Ku-Klux  organization  disbanded  about  the  time  of  the 
passage  of  this  act  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  about  two  or  three  months  before  it — that  is,  the  organization  in 
our  coimty.  Now,  whether  it  was  connected  with  any  other  organization  or  not  I  do 
not  know.  I.would  qualify  that  by  saying  the  organization  in  our  county,  because  I 
did  not  know  of  the  organization  in  any  other  part  of  the  State. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  the  correctness  of  that  preamble  as  to  a 
great  portion  of  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  at  the  time — ^but  I  was  not  giving  much  attention  to  public  affairs 
— that  if  this  preamble  was  true,  it  must  have  been  based  upon  information  received 
from  other  parts  of  the  State  than  our  own,  of  which  I  knew  nothing  ;  and  I  thought 
at  the  time  it  was  passed  that  it  recited  evils,  the  existence  of  which  I  did  not  know ; 
but  it  was  not  long  after  its  passage  that  I  discovered  that  these  disguised  men  com- 
mitted this  first  outrage  which  I  told  you  I  knew  of  twelve  or  thirteen  months  ago.  Then  I 
became  convinced  that  the  law  was  a  good  law ;  but,  while  it  may  not  have  applied  to 
anything  that  came  within  my  knowledge  in  its  passage,  yet  it  turned  out  to  be  an 
excellent  law  toward  breaking  up  these  bands  of  disguised  men,  and  I  invoked,  and 
have  ever  since  invoked,  it  and  regarded  it  as  a  good  law  on  the  statute-book.  1  have 
written  to  our  representative  about  it.  1  wrote  to,  and  had  a  personal  interview  with, 
•Colonel  Lowe  on  this  subject,  urgmg  him  by  all  means  to  preserve,  at  least,  section  two 
upon  the  statute-book ;  and  I  urged  the  governor,  also,  if  any  bill  was  passed  in  the 
legislature  abrogating  it,  to  veto  it.  I  wrote  him  a  long  letter,  urging  him  to  veto  any 
bill  that  might  pass  the  legislature,  at  least,  for  the  abrogation  of  this  section. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  not  that  law  very  bitterly  assailed  when  it  was  passed  throughout  the 
State  generally? 
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Ansicer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  think  it  was  approved  at  the  time  it  passed.  I  did  not 
approve  it  myself  at  the  time,  because  I  know  of  no  outrages  then  by  the  old  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  Was  not  the  newspaper  press  exceedingly  denunciatory  of  that  law  when 
it  was  passed  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remen^ber  about  the  press ;  I  pay  very  little  attention  to  newspa- 
pers ;  I  hardly  ever  read  them ;  I  did  not  read  newspapers  much  at  that  time.  Now, 
in  my  county,  they  had  only  known  of  this  organization  in  the  connection  in  which  1 
spoke  of,  viz,  as  not  having  committed  any  violence,  and  the  expression  generally  was 
they' thought  it  had  a  salutary  efect  on  criminals. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  the  recitals  in  the  preamble  applicable  to  Green,  Fayette, 
Pickens,  Choctaw,  and  portions  of  St.  Clair,  and  some  other  counties  in  this  State  at 
that  time?  •  , 

Answer,  I  did  not  know  what  was  going  on  there  at  that  time ;  I  had  no  knowledge 
of  any  outrages  there.  You  know  there  is  very  little  intercourse  between  North  and 
South  Alabama;  and  therefore  yftu  see  many  accounts  in  the  newspapers  of  things  of 
which  you  did  not  otherwise  get  information ;  but,  as  I  said,  I  led  a  retired  life  at  that 
time. 

By  the  Chairman;  : 

Question,  So  that  you  are  not  prepared  to  say  whether  that  state  of  things  existed  or 
not  in  1868? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  am  not.  So  far  as  our  own  county  was  concerned  at  the  time,  I 
had  not  known  of  any  outrages  being  committed  at  all ;  but  I  am  very  glad  to  invoke 
that  law  now.  I  do  it  willingly.  I  volunteered  in  the  invocation  of  it,  as  I  stated, 
thirteen  months  ago.  I  think  it  is  a  better  law  than  the  congressional  law  on  that 
subject.    It  was  drawn  by  Judge  Peters,  I  have  understood — a  good  lawyer. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  convictions  of  parties  under  that  law  in  this 
State! 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  heard  of  any  convictiDns ;  but  I  have  heard  of  no 
acquittals  either. 

Question,  Mr.  Coleman,  knowing  Mr.  Weir  as  you  do,  and  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  treatment  he  received,  do  you  think,  from  all  the  information  you  have  derived 
from  various  sources,  that  he  was  guilty  of  the  accusations  brought  against  him  in  the 
first  instance  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  talked  with  Mr.  Weir  fully  about  it.  I  think  he  had  done 
as  he  stated,  viz :  I  think  he  had  spoken  to  one  of  these  boys  about  Mr.  Blair  being 
bad  pay. 

Question,  Do  you  think  he  advised  the  stealing  of  the  mules  ? 

Answer',  I  do  not  think  he  did. 

Question,  You  think  his  advice  went  no  further  than  to  tell  the  colored  men  to  leave 
if  they  could  not  get  their  pay  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  would  think  that  of  him;  and  I  never  knew  Mr.  Weir  to  be 
engaged  in  any  thieving  or  any  encouragement  of  it  himself. 

Question,  Mr.  Weir  was  a  Union  man,  was  he  not  ? 

Amwer,  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  myself;  he  told  me  he  was  a  Union  man  during  the 
war. 

Question,  You  had  a  class  of  old  Union  men  in  Alabama  during  the  war. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  one  of  that  number? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  opposed  to  the  war  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  think  he  is  now  acting  with  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  expect  he  is.  I  have  never  talked  with  him  on  the  subject  of 
politics  at  all,  but  it  is  my  impression  .that  he  is  acting  with  the  republican  party. 

Question,  Did  the  disguise  worn  by  the  band  of  men  who  came  into  Athens  on  the 
day  of  the  election  look  as  if  it  were  simply  improvised  for  that  occasion  and  tempo- 
rary, or  had  any  of  the  disguises  been  used  on  former  occasions  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  they  looked  pretty  new.  They  did  not  look  like  they  had  been 
used,  as  far  as  I  could  tell.  I  only  saw  the  parties  on  horseback.  They  were  certainly 
not  like  any  I  had  ever  seen  before.    They  were,  I  think,  mostly  red. 

Question,  They  were  not  uniform,  I  suppose  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  They  have  different  bands ;  this  was  a  secret  organization  you  were  asked 
to  join  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  oath  of  secrecy  or  organization  of  the 
society? 
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Answer.  No,  sir;  except  that  tliey  told  me  it  was  secret.  I  .know  nothing  of  the 
nature  of  it. 

Question.  You  did  not  know  whether  they  had  pass-words  or  grips  or  signs  of  recog- 
nition, or  what  they  were  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  You  spoke,  in  your  narration,  of  the  Smith  boys;  who  were  they? 

A7iswer.  The  Smith  boys  were  followers  of  Moore.  Thab  is  the  only  way  I  know  of 
to  designate  them.  I  have  seen  them  with  him  when  in  town.  They' seemed  to  be  bis 
strikers,  if  you  understand  that  word. 

Question.  Were  there  several  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  two  or  three  of  them. 

Question.  Men  of  what  kind^of  character  ? 

Answer.  Men  of  loose  and  bad  character,  I  think. 

Question.  You  are  the  present  superintendent  of  education  in  Limestone  County  ? 

Answe7\  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  elected ;  I  was  defeateU. 

Question.  You  are  acquainted  with  the  educational  interests  of  that  county? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  some  extent  I  may  say  I  wa-s. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  schools  being  disturbed  or  school-houses  being 
burned  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  We  have  a  most  excellent  colored  school  in  Athens,  kept  up  ever 
since  the  war  by  a  female  teacher. 

Question  You  spoke,  during  your  examination,  of  the  weakness  of  the  civil  law  at 
the  time  this  organization  was  formed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  speak  of  that  weakness  as  growing  out  of  the  disturbed  condition 
of  the  country  after  the  war? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  refer  to  an  inefficiency  of  the  officers  of  the  law  particularly, 
did  you? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  made  no  reference  to  any  inefficiency  of  the  officers. 

Question.  Your  citizens  are  more  outspoken  to-day  about  secret  organizations  than 
they  were  in  1888? 

Answer.  Well,  in  1867  g-nd  1868  there  was  not  much  said  about  the  Ku-Klux.  There 
were  then  no  outrages  committed  in  our  county,  and  very  little  said  about  them.  They 
did  not  excite  feeling  one  way  or  the  other. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  of  disguised  bands  of  men  taking  out  colored  persons 
and  whipping  them  at  night,  other  than  those  you  have  mentioned? 

Answer.  I  was  going  to  mention  just  now  that  there  was  a  case  I  had  forgotten  and 
omitted  in  my  narration,  in  the  ferreting  out  of  whiqh  I  am  at  present  engaged,  but  if 
tins  is  to  be  published  in  the  newspapers  I  would  rather  not  state  it,  because  I  am 
afraid  the  parties  may  get  hold  of  it.  That  is  a  case  I  am  looking  into  at  this  time.  It 
was  the  case  of  a  black  man  named  Sam  Scales.  So  far  as  my  investigation  has  gone, 
he  seems  to  have  had  a  difficulty  with  a  man  named  Charles  Hardy,  an  old  man,  and 
had  frightened  Hardy  very  much,  and,  I  think,  had  struck  him  and  beat  him. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Is  Hardy  a  white  or  black  man  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  white  man,  and  I  think  said  Scales  (colored)  had  at  some  time 
drawn  a  pistol  on  him.  Hardy  is  supposed  to  liave  been  implicated  ia  an  assault 
which  was  made  on  him  afterward  by  live  or  six  disguised  men,  which  resulted  in  the 
death  of  Scales.    He  wounded  one  of  the  parties  very  badly,  but  was  finally  killed. 

Question.  Was  a  colored  man  killed  on  your  plantation  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  colored  man  killed  on  our  place,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of 
the  man  that  killed  him  wearing  a  disguise.  A  colored  woman  stated  that  she  thought 
his  voice  was  disguised  when  he  called  him  out  to  the  gate,  but  she  spoke  nothing  of 
the  disguise  being  worn — in  fact,  that  is  my  recollection  of  the  testimony.  I  prose- 
cuted that  case. 

Question.  How  many  men  have  been  put  in  jail  for  committing  Outrages  in  disguise 
within  the  last  two  years  ?  . 

Answer.  Let  me  count  them.  There  are  four  whose  names  I  can  now  call  who  had 
been  put  in  before  Moore  was— the  two  Wisdoms,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ruff  Ray,  and 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Defour,  and  there  may  have  been  another  one.  There  were  two 
others  that  gave  bond—Tom  Miller  and  one  named  Goode.    They  are  out  on  bail. 

Questio7i.  How  many  men  do  you  think  have  been  killed  in  Jhat  county  in  the  last 
two  years  ?  . 

Ansiver.  I  could  count  them  up.  There  is  McKee,  the  horse-thief;  Burrus;  Sam 
Scales  ;  and  the  killing  of  the  negro  man,  Jake  Allen,  on  our  place,  was  a  little  over 
two  years  ago.  I  think  it  was  two  years  ago  last  spring.  I  do  not  know  exactly,  but 
I  would  say  six  at  least — may  be  eight.  Some  one  told  me  eight,  but  I  have  never 
counted  up  more  than  six  who  have  been  killed ;  but  all  within  a  short  space  of  time. 
Last  year  I  do  not  think  more  than  two  were  killed. 
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By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  When  was  Scales  killed  ? 

Answer.  Last  spring  a  year  ago.  While  we  have  had  crime,  the  county,  I  think,  has 
done  its  duty  pretty  vigorously  in  the  way  of  prosecuting  since  I  have  been  in  office, 
and  I  have  not  found  any  reluctance-— in  fact,  there  was  a  willingness.  Men  volun- 
teered to  go  into  the  posses.  They  were  active  and  vigilant  in  the  posses  after  Moore. 
I  never  saw  a  guard  in  the  army  more  vigorous  and  vigilant. 

B^  Mr.  BVCKLEY : 

Question.  Your  people  have  been  aroused  by  the  more  dangerous  attitude  recently 
assumed  by  these  men  in  disguise  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  many  of  your  colored  people  in  the  army  during  the  war? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  good  many  of  them. 

Question.  Did  they  bring  their  arms  home  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  I  believe,  as  a  general  thing,  they  brought  their  army  guns. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  their  guns  having  been  taken  away  from  them  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  guns  being  taken  away  except  by  this  fitst  disguised 
party  I  assisted  in  prosecuting.    That  occurred  thirteen  months  ago. 

Question.  How  many  negroes  did  they  visit  ? 

Answer.  I  had  made  out  cases  and  charges  against  them  for  three  negroes.  That 
was  oue  of  my  charges,  that  they  assaulted,  though  in  reality  they  did  not  use  any 
force,  but  I  charged  assault,  and  I  think  I  can  make  it  out  as  an  assault  to  take  away 
their  guns. 

Question.  Did  the  evidence  show  that  these  colored  people  were  visited  in  the  night- 
time by  this  payty  to  take  away  their  guns  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  it  was  the  day-time. 

Question.  On  what  pretext  were  they  required  to  give  up  their  guns? 

Answer.  These  colored  people  in  their  testimony  said  these  men  just  told  them  they 
must  give  up  their  guns. 

[The  proceedings  of  the  meeting  referred  to  in  the  testimony  of  the  foregoing  witness, 
Daniel  Coleman,  page  648,  and  the  resolutions  passed  at  said  meeting,  are  as  follows :] 

[From  the  Athens  (Alabama)  Post.] 
THE  CITIZENS'  MEETING  LAST  THURSDAY. 

At  a  large  and  earnest  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Limestone  County,  Alabama,  held 
in  the  court-house,  in  the  town  of  Athens,  on  the  25th  day  of  September,  1871,  in  pur- 
suance to  a  call  heretofore  made,  to  protest  against  the  outrages  that  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  the  lawlessness  and  crime  which  exist,  the  following  proceedings  were  had; 
to  »wit : 

On  motion  of  Colonel  T.  J.  McClellan,  Major  J.  N.  Malone  was  elected  chairman,  and 
after  a  few  able  remarks,  stating  the  object  of  the  meeting,  and  condemning  lawless- 
ness and  crime,  took  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Daniel  Coleman,  C.  M.  Hayes  was  appointed  secretary. 

On  motion  of  Colonel  L.  R.  Davis,  the  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were 
introduced,  and  after  strong  and  eloquent  speeches  for  their  adoption  were  made  by 
Hon.  Luke  Pryor,  J.  W.  Carter,  esq.,  James  E.  Nunn,  esq..  Captain  Daniel  Coleman 
Judge  W.  H.  Walker,  and  Colonel  T.  J.  McClellan,  were  unanimously  adopted,  with,a 
strong  hearty  vote  that  carried  conviction  with  it  that  the  meeting  was  in  earnest : 

Whereas  crime  and  the  ruthless  violation  of  law  have  increased  to  such  an  alarm- 
ing extent  in  the  county ;  therefore,  we,  the  people  of  Limestone  County,  have  met 
together  in  solemn  convention,  to  devise  ways  and  means  for  the  suppression  of  law- 
lessness and  crime,  to  express  our  indignation  at  the  recent  outrages  in  the  county,  and 
to  unite  our  efforts  for  the  maintenance  of  the  supremacy  of  the  law  ;  therefore,  resolved : 

1st.  That  we  are  in  favor  of  "  law  and  order  ;'^  and  we  pledge  ourselves  that  we  will 
obey  and  encourage  obedience  to  all  laws,  State  and  national,  to  whi'ch  we  as  citizens 
may  be  subject , 

2d.  That  great  credit  is  due,  and  we  hereby  give  our  thanks,  to  the  officers  of  the 
law,  and  to  the  people  assisting  them  as  posses,  for  their  recent  energetic  action  in 
arresting,  and  in  attempting  to  arrest,  the  violators  of  the  law ;  and  we  promise  to 
sustain  them  in  all  their  efforts  in  the  future  to  have  the  law  enforced. 

3d.  That  we  cordiallj^  indorse  and  approve  the  action  of  the  commissioners'  court  in 
employing  additional  counsel  to  asssist  the  county  solicitor,  and  we  give  them  carte 
hlanche  to  do  the  same  in  the  future  whenever  their  judgment  may  so  dictate. 

4th.  That  we  approve  of  the  recent  action  of  the  county  solicitor,  and  we  stand  by 
him  and  uphold  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

5th.  That  we  are  in  dead  earnest,  and  we  mean  what  we  say,  when  we  declare  that 
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Tve  intend  by  every  means  known  to  the  law,  "let  it  fall  on  whom  it  may,"  to  put 
down  the  lawnessness  that  now  curses  and  blights  the  county. 

6th.  That,  to  this  end,  we  will  form  in  our  respective  beats  committees  of  law  and 
order — a  sort  of  special  police — whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ferret  out  and  bring  to  pun-' 
ishment,  ''  under  the  law,"  all  violators  of  the  law. 

That  we  authorize  and  empower  the  commissioners'  court  to  use  any  means  neces- 
sary to  put  down  the  crime  ol  the  countyj  and  to  that  end  to  make  such  appropriations 
as  are  essential  to  that  purpose.  And  it  is  the  sense  of  the  meeting  that  the  solicitor, 
in  view  of  the  fact  thai  he  gets  scarcely  anything,  should  be  allowed  s  uch  compensa-j 
tion  as  the  court  shall  determine  is  proper. 

On  motion  of  Captain  Coleman,  the  secretary  was  directed  to  request  the  Limestone 
News  and  Athens  Post  to  publish  the  proceedings,  after  which  the  meeting  adjourned 
sine  die. 

J.  N.  MALONE,  President 

C.  M.  Hayes,  JSeci-etary, 


HUNTSviLLE,  Alabama,  October  9, 1871. 

WILEY  STRONG  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer,  On  Joseph  H.  Miller's  quarter ;  a  mile  above  New  Market. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer,  Going  on  two  years. 

Question,  Have  you  a  family  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  , 

Question.  State  what  you  know  about  men  visiting  you  in  disguise ;  when  it  was  and 
what  outrages,  if  any,  they  committed  upon  your  person. 

Answer,  Well,  in  the  first  place,  men  came  to  my  house  disguised.  When  they  came 
they  called  for  me,  but  I  knowed  not  the  riipn.  I  didn't  know  them  and  they  didn't 
know  me,  "but  me  and  the  gentleman  that  lived  on  the  place  had  had  a  fuss,  and  he 
threatened  me  with  the  Ku-Klux,  and  when  they  came  they  went  to  his  house  and 
asked  him  where  was  me,  and  he  told  them  and  they  came  there,  but  it  happened  I  was 
not  in  when  ijnej  came,  and  they  went  there  on  my  wife — she  was  in  there  by  herself— 
and  struck  her  to  make  her  tell  where  I  was ;  but  she  was  asleep  and  didn't  know 
where  I  was.  I  had  got  up  and  went  out  at  the  time  that  they  went' in.  He  drawed 
a  piece  of  iron  on  my  wife,  and  I  went  in  then.  He  was  trying  to  make  my  wife  come 
out  of  the  house — both  of  them  were— and  I  went  in  with  my  gun  and  knocked  one  of 
them  down,  but  which  one  I  couldn't  tell,  and  I  struck  the  other,  and  ordered  them  out 
of  the  house ;  and  I  went  out  of  the  house,  and  they  came  out,  and  one  of  them  before 
he  got  out  cocked  his  .pistol  and  shot  me  standing  outside  of  the  door,  and  then  they 
ran  off. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Did  the  ball  hit  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  ball  is  in  this  arm— my  left  arm ;  there  is  the  hole*  in  the  fore- 
arm, [exhibiting  the  arm,  which  showed  a  scar.} 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  this  in  the  night-time  ? 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  late  was  it  ? 

Ansiver,  I  reckon  it  was  a  little  after  midnight. 

Question.  What  time  in  the  night  was  this  ? 

Anstver,  It  was  just  before  Christmas ;  three  weeks  on  Saturday  night. 

Question,  Before  last  Christmas  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  last  gone  Christmas. 

Question,  Were  the  men  disguised  f 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir  ;  they  were  disguised. 

Question.  Describe  the  disguise. 

Answer,' One  had  a  paper  hat  on,  painted  red,  and  it  looked  like  there  were  square 
stars  tacked  about  on  it ;  they  appeared  to  be  crossed  upon  it.  The  paper  was  painted 
red,  stuff  like  pasteboard.  1?he  other  had  on  a  hat,  and  a  white  handkerchief  tied  over 
it,  and  something  white  that  went  down  about  his  feet.  Both  of  them  were  dressed 
I^retty  much  that  way. 

Question,  Did  they  come  on  horseback  ? 

Ansiver,  They  did  ;  they  hitched  their  horses  out. 

Question.  Were  the  horses  disguised  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  With  what  kind  of  a  disguise  ? 

Answer.  The  horses  had  on  fittings  over  the  heads,  mighty  nice,  and  thei  eard  were 
red,  and  a  kind  of  speckled  new  calico  covered  all  of  one  horse,  and  the  other  had  a 
kind  of  tent-cloth  covering  him. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  who  these  men  were? 

Answer.  I  didn't  know  them;  aUd  don't  know  any  more  than  what  I  heard  after- 
ward. 

Question.  Have  they  been  taken  up  for  it  ? 

Ansiver.  One  of  them  has. 

Question.  What  has  been  done  with  him  ? 

Answer,  He  is  in  jail  here.    I  haven't^seen  Kim.    They  say  they  have  got  Mr.  Vickers, 

Question.  Was  he  one  ? 

Ansiver.  He  was  one.    We  fetched  his  horse  here  to  Huntsville. 

Question.  Did  you  make  complaint  of  this  outrage  upon  you  ? 

Answer:  Yes,  sir.    I  came  to  Huntsville  some  time  back  about  it. 

Question.  Whom  did  you  enter  your  complaint  with  ? 

Answer.  Down  here  to  Mr.  Wager's  office  ,*  and  then  I  went  to  Mr.  William  Weedan. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  laid  up  with  your  wounds? 

Answer.  About  two  months.    I  haven't  got  over  it  good  yet. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  th^y  were  doing  this  to  you  for  ? 

Answer.  These  gentlemen  came  first  to  my  wife,  so  he  said,  to  know  where  I  was,  and 
'lowed  to  her  that  she  sassed  white,  people,  and  he  said  he  was  going  to  kill  her  for  it ; 
and  if  she  didn't  tell  where  I  was,  he  would  kill  her,  and  he  did  strike  her  over  the 
head  with  his  pistol,  and  at  that  time  1  run  in  the  house  where  they  were,  and  struck 
one  of  them  down.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Vickers.  He  was  the  smallest  man.  The  tallest 
one  I  knocked  down;  but  to  say  I  know  them  I  cannot  say  it.  I  didn't  know  them 
only  by  the  horses. 

(Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  injuries  committed  upon  colored  people  up  ia  your 
neighborhood? 

Answer,  I  don't  know ;  but  I  heard,  maybe  one  or  two  months  ago,  that  one  got  shot 
and  two  or  three  got  whipped  since  that.  It  was,  maybe,  one,  or  two,  or  three  months 
ago.  '' 

Question,  What  was  the  name  of  the  one  shot? 

Answer.  The  colored  man  shot  was  named  Payton. 

Question.  W^s  he  shot  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bcjckley  : 
Question,  Who  were  whipped  ? 

Answer,  One  was  named  Hal  Johnson  that  was  wh3|)ped,  and  another  named  Wash- 
ington Strong. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  all  these  crimes  committed  in  Madison  County,  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  about  three  miles  above  me. 

Question.  How  far  from  Huntsville  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  it  is  some  twenty-four  miles  from  Huntsville. 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  the  colored  man  was  killed  for  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  couldn't  say  to  save  my  life.  I  didn't  kjiow  he  was  dead  until 
next  morning.  They  had  killed  him  before  they  came  to  my  house.  The  way  I  came 
to  find  it  out,  his  brother-in-law  was  with  him,  and  he  got  out  under  the  floor,  and  came 
over  and  told  me  he  expected  they  would  come  o^er  there. 

Question.  Was  that  man  killed  the  same  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  came  on  him  and  killed  him  on  the  road  between  my  house 
and  his. 

Question.  The  same  men  that  visited  you  ? 

Answer,  The  same  two  men. 

Question,  Nqw,  as  to  the  two  colored  men  that  were  whipped,  did  you  understand 
whether  the  men  who  whipped  them  were  disguised  or  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  understood  they  were  disguised. 

Question.  How  many  were  concerned  in  whipping  them  ? 

Answer.  This  colored  man  said  there  were  five  or  them. 

Question.  Have  any  of  these  five  men  ever  been  punished  for  the  whipping? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  any  one  of  them  having  been  taken  up  at  all. 

Question,  Is  it  known  who  they  were  ? 

Answer,  Not  as  t  know  of.  I  heard  the  colored  men  say  they  knew  vfho  they  were, 
but  they  never  told  me  who  they  were. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  that  was  killed  ? 
Answer,  Henry  Clunn.  ^-^  , 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  I  ask  you  what  they  were  whipped  for  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  say  what  they  were  whipped  for.  I  understood  what 
they  say  they  were  whipped  for,  but  I  couldn't  say  'that  1  know  it. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  white  gentleman  going  to  move  away,  and  they  went  up  there 
and  frolicked.  He  asked  them  up  and  they  picked  the  banjo,  and  So  on  there ;  and  that 
was  what  they  were  whipped  for. 

Question.  AVere  they  whipped  severely  ? 

Answer.  They  said  they  whipped  Hal  Johnson  right  smart. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Who  were  you  living  with  at  the  time  you  were  shot  ? 

Answer.  On  Mr.  Miller's  plantation. 

Question,  What  is  his  full  name  ? 

Answer.  Joseph  H.  Miller. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  lived  there? 

Ansiver.  Going  on  three  years  now. 

Question.  Who  did  you  have  the  difdculty  with  a  short  time  before  ? 

Ansicer.  Mr.  Caldwell. 

Question.  Was  he  one  of  the  two  men  whom  you  thought  were  there  that  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Caldwell  was  not  disguised  that  night,  but  they  came  to  his 
house  and  called  for  him.  They  wanted  to  see  his  head,  and  where  the  negroes  had 
beat  up. 

Question.  That  was  the  night  they  came  to  your  house  ? 

A7isiver.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  night. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Caldwell  confined  from  that  injury  when  they  called  him  out  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  that  trouble  between  you  and  Mr.  Caldwell  ? 

Ansiver.  I  had  some  shoats,  and  I  opened  a  pasture,  and  he  had  a  few  potatoes  inside 
of  it,  and  my  shoats  got  in  there,  and  his  son  put  his  dogs  on  ray  shoats.  I  went  down 
and  told  him  not  to  kill  my  shoats,  and  Mr.  Caldwell  came  running  with  his  knife  out 
and  took  two  rocks,  and  told  me  to  hush  up,  and  I  told  him  I  wouldn't  hush  ;  that  he 
had  stock,  arrd  he  wouldn't  allow  me  to  treat  his  stock  so,  and  that  I  was  trying  to  raise 
my  stock,  and  then  he  jumped  on  nio  to  raise  me,  I  suppose,  and  we  had  a  fight,  and 
he  told  me  then  I  might  Took  out  for  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  In  that  fight,  did  you  fight  with  fists  or  knives  ? 

Answer.  I  fought  fists,  and  asked  him  to  put  his  knife  in  his  pocket,  and  we  would 
take  it  fist  and  skull,  and  he  put  it  up,  and  I  knocked  him  down  once  and  then  ne  run 
at  me  with  a  knife,  and  I  picked  up  a  rock,  and  hit  him  in  the  head  with  a  vopir. 

Question.  Did  you  knock  him  down  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  still  come  at  you  with  his  knife? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  ? 

Ansiver.  I  hit  him  again  with  a  rock. 

Question.  Where  did  you  hit  him  ? 

Answer.  I  hit  him  on  the  head. 
■  Question.  Did  yoii  knock  him  down  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  followed  ? 

Answer.  His  son  went  to  the  house  and  got  the  gun  and  drawed  it  on  me,  but  it  ^ 
didn't  shoot.    I  went  .to  Mr.  Davis  about  his  drawing  the  gun  on  me,  but  he  didn't  do 
anything  with  him  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  cut  his  head  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  ;  he  didn't  bleed.    I  can't  say  that.    He  didn't  bleed. 

Question.  That  was  about  a  month  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  would  have  been  a  month  Sunday  morning,  and  the  Ku-Klux. 
didn't  come  at  that  time.    It  would  have  been  a  month  exactly. 

Question.  After  that  fight  had  you  any  further  fuss  with  Mr.  Caldwell  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  after  that  fight. 

Question.  Yoxiv  hogs  were  in  his  potato-field  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  in  my  field.  He  had  a  little  patch  of  potatoes  in  the  corner,  and  I 
had  gathered  the  corn  out,  and  turned  the  pigs  in  there,  and  went  to  his  son  and  told 
him  not  to  kill  them. 

Question.  You  turned  your  pigs  in  the  field  where  his  potatoes  were  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  hunting  them  out  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  his  son  was  dogging  tliem  out  of  the  potato  field,  and  I  had  gath- 
ered the  corn  off  the  field. 

Question.  But  he  had  not  gathered  the  potatoes  off  the  field? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  had  turned  your  hogs  in  the  field  after  your  corn  was  gathered  and 
before  his  potatoes  were  gathered  ? 

Ansiver.  His  potatoes  were  not  gathered. 

Question.  Were  your  hogs  eating  his  potatoes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  prevented  them  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  prevented  them. 

Question.  They  did  not  like  potatoes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  they  did  not  eat  them.    They  hadn^t  done  anything  to  them. 

Question.  They  could  have  done  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Hogs  will  eat  potatoes  in  this  country  ? 

Ansive7\  Yes,  sir;  they  like  them  if  they  can  get  them. 

Question.  They  could  have  got  them  if  they  wanted  them  ? 

Answe7\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  are  living  at  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Miller's  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Twenty-four  miles  off? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  twenty-one. 

Question.  Where  is  Mr.  Miller's  post-office  ? 

Answer.  New  Market. 

Question.  What  had  Henry  Clunn  to  do  with  this  fight ;  anything  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  he  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  He  was  killed  the  same  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  information  have  you  that  these  men  killed  him  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say. 

Question.^Who  told  you  they  had  killed  them  ? 

Answer.  His  son  told  that  they  killed  him,  and  his  wife,  too. 

Question.  That  these  two  men  killed  him  ? 

Ansiver.  His  son  followed  them  up  that  night  from  the  house  where  they  took  him. 
He  was  a  little  bit  of  a  boy,  too,  and  he  laid  out  all  that  night  after  his  pappy  was 
killed,  and  then  came  on  to  my  house. 

Question.  Did  ho  follow  the  same  men? 

Answer.  The  boy  followed  them  till  they  killed  his  pappy. 

Question.  He  didn't  follow  them  to  your  house  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  were  the  same  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  only  by  what  they  said. 

Question.  By  what  the  boy  said? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  old  a  boy  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  reckon  about  ten  years  old. 

Question.  Henry  Clunn  was  killed  by  somebody  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  after  he  was  dead? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  didn't  see  him  at  all. 

Question.  When  they  came  to  your  house  and  asked  for  you,  you  had  slipped  out  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  out. 

Question.  Who  had  come  to  your  house  and  told  you  they  were  coming  ? 

Answer.  Henry  Clunn's  brother-in-law.  He  didn't  know  whether  they  were  coming 
to  my  house  or  not. 

Question.  Was  he  at  Henry  Clunn's  when  they  came  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  see  them  take  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  he  was  in  the  house,  and  they  beat  him  so  much  he  got  out  of 
the  house.  This  colored  man  didn't  get  out  of  the  house  at  all.  They  beat  Henry  so 
much,  and  when  he  did  get  out  he  got  under  the  floor, under  the  bed.  They  were  beat- 
ing Henry,  and  didn't  see  him.  They  called  to  this  man  that  got  away  for  his  pistol, 
and  got  it. 

Question.  And  that  man  came  to  your  house  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  they  no  pistols  of  their  own  at  Clunn's  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  for  they  commenced  beating  on  Henry  with  pistols. 

Question.  When  they  came  to  your  house,  what  did  they  say  to  you  ? 
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Answer,  They  didn^t  say  nothing  to  me,  because  I  was  not  in  the  house.  They  were 
talking  to  my  wife,  though. 

Question,  What  were  they  saying  to  her  ? 

Answer,  They  asked  her  where  was  me  ? 

Question,  What  else  did  they  say  ? 

Answer,  They  told  her  that  they  wanted  that 'God  damned  Wiley  Strong,  and  that 
she  had  to  tell  where  I  was.  She  said  she  didn't  know  where  I  was.  They,  told  her  to 
come  out  of  the  house ;  she  said  she  wouldn't ;  they  said, "  Come  out,  or  we  will  bum  the 
house  down  on  you ;"  she  said,  *"  You  will  have  to  burn  it  down,  for  I  will  not  come 

OTlt." 

Question,  Then  you  went  in  ?  >*. 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  go  in  then.  They  snatched  her  out  orbed  and  started  to 
strike  her,  and  then  I  went  in.  ^ 

Question.  And  you  found  two  men  in  the  house  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  you  struck  the  biggest  ? 
Anstver,  I  struck  both  of  them. 
Question,  You  knocked  the  biggest  one  down? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Then  you  knocked  the  little  one  down  ? 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  struck  him,  but  he  didn't  fall. 
Question,  Which  one  shot  you  ? 
Answer,  The  big  one. 

Question,  He  had  got  up  ? 
Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  often  were  you  shot  ? 

Answer,  I  was  shot  once.    I  was  shot  at  three  times. 

Qucstimi.  Where  were  you  shot  ? 
Answer,  In  this  left  arm. 

Question,  With  a  pistol? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    Here  is  the  place,  [showing  the  sear.] 

Question,  After  they  shot  you  what  did  they  do  ? 

Answer,  He  broke  and  run  out  of  the  house  after  he  shot. 

Question,  Bid  the  same  man  shoot  three  times  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

•  Question,  What  did  the  little  one  do  ? 

Answer,  He  never  shot  nary  time. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  then  ? 

Answer,  They  made  to  the  horses  then. 

Question*  Then  you  followed  them  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  same  night  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Where  to  ? 

Answer,  Down  to  the  horses ;  down  to  the  spring  below  the  house  j  I  reckon  two  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  house. 

Question,  You  knew  the  horses  ? 

Answei\  I  knew  the  horses. 

Question,  Both  of  the  horses  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  knew  Mr.  Vickers's  horse. 

Question,  What  is  his  first  name  ? 

Answer,  I  believed  they  called  him  J.  M.  Vickers. 

Questiari,  Did  you  come  to  town  to  get  a  warrant  out  for  him? 

Answer,  No,  sir.    He  carried  the  horses  to  New  Market  and  gave  them  up  to  Mr. 
Davis. 

Question,  Who  did? 

-Inswjer.  My  brother-in-law  carried  them. 

Question,  They  did  not  get  the  horses  that  night  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  men  didn't  get  the  horses  no  more.;  we  got  them. 

Question,  They  left  their  horses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  you  carried  them  to  New  Market  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.. 

Question,  And  one  of  these  horses  was  Jim  Vickers's  horse  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  then  you  came  to  town  and  got  the  warrant  for  him  ? 

Answei\  No,  sir.    We  fotch  the  horses  on  to  Huntaville.   We  couldn't  get  no  warrant 
for  him. 

Question,  How  did  he  get  into  jail  ? 

Anstver.  He  hasn't  been  long  caught;  maybe  a  month  or  so. 
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Question,  He  is  in  jail  now  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  that  assault  on  you  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  reckon  it  was. 

Question.  Did  you  know  anything  about  who  the  other  man  w^sl 

Answer,  Hill,  so  I  was  told. 

Question,  Where  is  he  ? 

Answ&i\  They  never  caught  him. 

Question.  Did  ho  leave  the  country? 

Answer,  I  don^t  know.    I  never  saw  him  or  heard  of  him. 

Question,  Did  Mr.  Weedan  try  to  take  out  some  paper  or  warrant  for  their  arrest? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  didn't  do  nothing. 

Question,  What  did  he  do  ? 

Answer,  He  said  it  was  no  use. 

Question,  Did  you  tell  him  you  knew  either  of  the  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Which  one  ? 

Answer,  I  told  him  I  knew  Mr.  Vickers. 

Question,  Was  he  the  biggest  or  smallest  one? 

A7i8wer,  The  smallest  one. 

Question,  Did  you  see  his  face  that  night? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  disguised.    I  didn't  see  his  face  at  all. 

Question,  Did  you  judge  it  was  him  by  his  horse  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  know  him  or  the  horse  until  next  day. 

Question,  Was  he  at  New  Market  when  ypu  went  there  with  th6  horses  next  day  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  Hill's  full  name  ?* 

Answer.  John  Hill. 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  the  man  you  had  the  fight  with  t 

An8tvei\  Mr.  Caldwell. 

Question.  What  is  his  first  name  ? 

Answer,  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Does  he  live  at  New  Market  ? 

Answ€^\  No,  sir  ;  he  left. 

Question,  Where  is  he  now  ? 

Answer,  He  went  to  Tennessee. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Did  he  go  on  account  of  this  trouble  that  you  had  with  him  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know  how  he*  came  to  leave. 

Question,  Has  he  sold  out  ? 

Answer.  He  sold  out  what  he  had,  and  went  away  and  carried  what  he  could  with 
him. 

Question,  How  long  did  yoil  say  you  had  lived  with  Mr.  Miller  ? 

Answer,  Two  years ;  going  on  three  now. 

Question,  Was  this  man  Washington  Strong  any  kin  to  you  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  A  fellow-servant  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  were  Washington  Strong  and  Hal  Johnson -whipped 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  exactly  when. 

Question,  Did  they  tell  you  about  it  ? 

Answet\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  living  n^  there  yet  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  they  are  living  at  the  same  place  yet ;  that  is,  at  Parsou  Steele's. 

Question.  Are  they  working  for  him  or  renting  land  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  they  are  working  for  him  or  on  shares.  1  think  they 
are  on  shares,  for  they  have  no  stock  of  their  own. 

©lecsfiow.  Where  is  Parson  Steele's? 

Answer,  In  about  four  miles  of  New  Market. 

Question,  Had  the  little  man  a  pistol  when  he  was  in  your  house  ? 

Answer,  I  couldn't  tell,  it  was  so  dark,  whether  he  had  a  pistol  or  not. 

Question,  Were  you  shot  before  you  hit  him,  or  afterward? 

Answer,  Afterward. 

Question,  How  did  they  come  to  leave  their  horses  ? 

Answer,  We  fought  them  with  rocks,  and  run  them  off  from  tte  horses. 

Question.  Who  was  with  you  ? 

Answer.  My  tWb  brothers-in-law  and  Henry  Clunn's  brother-in-law,  Scott  Roberts. 

Question.  All  in  the  housf  when  they  came  in  there  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  there  was  no  one  in  the  house  but  my  wife. 
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Question.  Did  they  rush  in  at  the  same  time  you  did  ? 
Answer,  No,  sir. 
Question.  You  went  alone  1 
Anstver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  stay  outside  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  joined  with  you  in  pursuing  them  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  is  the  way  you  captured  the  horses  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  the  disguises  you  captured  with  the  horses  ? 
Anm)er.  Just  fotched  them  here  to  Huntsville  with  the  horses. 
Question.  Who  did  you  give  them  to  ? 

Answei'.  I  don^t  know  who  to ;  they  just  fotched  them  here.  I  was  bad  off;  I  was  at 
liome  them. 

Question.  Your  arm  was  hurting  you  then  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Were  these  two  men  whipped  this  year,  or  last  year  ? 
Answer.  This  year — only  two  or  three  months  ago. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  When  were  you  shot  ? 
Answer.  Three  weeks  to  last  Christmas. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Were  these  men  you  speak  of  as  whijiped,  whipped  by  disguised  men  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  disguised  men. 


Huntsville,  Alabama,  Ootoher  9,  1871. 
AUGUSTUS  BLAIR  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  Here  in  Huntsville. 

Question.  Where  did  you  live  in  December,  1868  ? 

^nswer.  On  Major  Floyd's  plantation,  in  Limestone  County,  on  Fort  Hamilton  Hill 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  What  is  the  post-office  ? 
Answer.  Lucky-Hit  post-office  j  a  mile  and  a  half  from  there. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  State  whether  you  had  a  son  killed  about  that  time — December,  1868. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  the  circumstances  of  his  death. 

Answer.  I  had  a  son  who  was  living  with  me  at  the  time ;  the  only  son  I  had;  about 
eighteen  years  old ;  very  well  grown ;  as  big  as  I  was.  He  went  out  on  a  Monday  night 
over  to  what  they  called  the  Allen's  Ford,  where  some  colored  people  were  settled,  on 
the  creek,  hog-killing,  and  Jim  Henry  Cox,  and  Bunk  Hinds  and  Pony  Hinds,  (two 
brothers,)  were  there,  and  they  got  into  a  row  with  this  boy. 

Question.  Who  did  f 

Mswer.  These  Hinds  and  Jim  Henry  Cox,  and  then  Jim  Henry  Cox  tried  to  ciit  his 
throat  with  a  knife,  and  he  thro  wed  up  his  hand,  and  some  other  colored  people — Place 
Forrow  and  Reuben  Blair — prevented  it,  and  they  took  him  home  with  them  that  night, 
and  he  came  to  his  house  Tuesday  morning  to  me,  and  the  Tuesday  night  following 
the  Ku-Klux  came.  They  told  him  that  night,  "  You  fight  now,  but  you  will  not  fight 
when  the  Ku-Klux  come."    It  was  awful  cold  that  night. 

Question.  Did  the  Ku-Klux  come  to  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  hour  ? 

.  Answer.  About  11  o'clock  by  Mr.  Wallace's  clock.  I  had  no  clock.  I  asked  him  next 
jttorning  what  time  it  was  they  came,  and  he  said  it  was  about  11  o'clock. 

^u««ftow.  Had  you  retired  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir.    I  was  abed  and  asleep,  with  all  my  family. 
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Cttesfiow.  Was  there  any  li^ht  burning? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  good  big  fire.  It  was  mighty  cold.  Just  as  I  laid  down  I  put  on 
two  sticks  of  wood. 

Question,  Had  you  any  expectation  of  being  visited  by  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  no  dream  of  being  pesterSd  by  anybody.  I  stood  in  such  a  way  I 
didn't  think  anybody  had  anything  against  me.  They  had  been  at  my  house  once 
before,  but  didnft  int€a*fere  with  me,  and  I  had  been  resting  safe.  I  went  there  in  1867, 
and  this  was  in  the  fall  of  1868. 

Question,  State  what  they  did. 

Answer,  They  came  that  night  and  knocked  at  my  door.  I  got  up  and  opened  the 
door  very  quietly,  and  they  came  in. 

Question,  How  many  came  in  ? 

Answer,  Sim  Hudson  and  Pony  Hinds  walked  in  at  the  door,  and  just  behind  them 
came  Hugh  Hudson,  Sim  Hudson's  father,  aiid  he  took  a  chair  and  sat  down  by  the 
lire,  and  they  ordered  me  to  light  a  candle.  I  took  a^  candle  from  the  mantelpiece  and 
pulled  a  straw  from  the  broom  to  light  the  candle.  Sim  Hudson  kicked  his  father  a 
little  in  the  back  with  his  knee,  and  pointed  to  me.  I  was  looking  in  his  face  this  way. 
I  knew  him.    I  had  lived  there  thirty  years. 

Question,  Had  they  disguises  on  ? 

Answer.  Only  one  of  the  men  had ;  Dick  Hinds  had  on  a  disguise.  I  knew  him.  Me 
and  him  was  raised  together.  He  had  a  little  piece  over  his  face.  They  came  and 
searched  my  house  all  over  it.  By  the  time  I  got  out  of  bed  I  heard  them  breaking 
the  door  down  in  the  room  where  my  boy  was,  with  two  grown  daughters.  He  had 
two  sisters  thatVere  grown;  they  had  been  married,  but  their  husbands  died  in  the 
war.  They  broke  that  door  down,  and  just  as  I  got  up  I  heard  the  door  fall,  and  they 
said,  "Here  he  is,  by  God !  Here  he  is !"  Dick  Hinds  came  into  my  house  and  asked  me 
to  carry  the  candle  into  the  next  room,  and  one  of  them  said,  "  Keep  back  Jim  Henry; 
he  will  cut  his  throat.''  I  walked  in  and  says  to  my  daughter,  "  Where's  William?" 
and  she  says,  "There  he  is  ;  see  the  blood  running ;"  and  I  stepped  out  on  the  platform 
and  held  up  the  candle  and  looked  at  them,  and  as  I  looked  out  two  of  them  had  him 
and  had  his  head  drawn  back  in  this  way  (illustrating)  and  two  others  were  beating 
him  in  the  face  with  a  pistol.  They  had  no  disguises  on.  They  finally  took  hiux  off  a 
quarter  of  a  mile.  When  they  started  this  man  went  to  me  and  said,  "  Do  you  know 
me  ?  Don't  you  tell  me  no  lie."  I  said,  "  No." ,  This  was  Dick  Hinds.  He  says,  "  No, 
God  damn  you ;  you  had  better  not  know  me."  He  says,  "  This  time  I  have  nothing 
against  you.  You  are  a  hard-working  old  nigger.  You  staid  at  home  during  the  war 
and  took  care  of  the  little  children."  Another  one  stepped  up  and  said,  "  I  want  to 
give  you  some  anyhow,  if  you  did  stay  at  home  in  the  war.  You  said  my  son  came  to 
your  house  and  took  your  horse  out  of  the  stable.."  I  says,  "  Yes,  I  did  say  so.  He  came 
to  me  and  told  me  he  wanted  my  horse  and  took  him  out  of  the  stable.".  Says  he,  "I 
want  to  hurt  you,"  and  he  walked  up  toward  me,  and  one  of  them  flung  him  back  and 
says,  "  You  shan't  hurt  old  Gus.  He  is  making  an  honest  living.  You  go  on  and  let  him 
alone."  I  stepped  in  and  put  on  my  boo'ts  to  get  out  through  my  stable,  and  as  they 
went  through  the  yard  I  went  through  the  orchard  and  got  over  where  there  was  hog- 
weeds  as  high  as  my  head,  and  came  up  and  heard  their  conversation  as  they  were  going 
up  the  hill  with  my  boy.  On  the  hill  there  was  some  cotton,  an4  I  got  on  my  knees 
there  and  crawled  up  to  hear  what  they  would  do  ;  for  if  they  killed  him  I  wanted  to 
find  him.  There  they  stripped  him  naked.  I  was  close  enough  to  hear  him,  as  they 
were  going  up,  when  he  told  th#m,  "  Oh !  gentlemen,  you  all  carrying  me  along,  and 
here  are  two  men  stabbing  me  with  a  knife."  They  said,  "  It's  a  damned  lie ;  nobody 
is  sticking  you."  He  says,  "Oh,  yes ;  I  fe^  the  blood  running  down  my  pants."  They 
says,  "Go  on,  God  damn  you ;  you  will  have  no  use  for  no  blood  no  how  mighty  soon.' 
He  went  on  up  the  hill  with  them,  and  they  were  punching  and  cutting  him.  When 
they  got  up  there  they  took  him  down  and  beat  on  his  head.  I  was  not  further  from 
them  than  twenty  yards.  I  crept  right  around  behind  the  patch  of  briars  and  laid 
there.  He  never  hollered  but  once,  but  I  could  hear  him  [imitating  the  wheezing,  rat- 
tling sound  in  the  throat]  as  they  were  Choking  him,  and  others  were  cutting  him  with 
a  knife  as  they  held  him  there,  and  some  of  the  rest  of  them  were  going  backwards  and 
forwards  to  the  other  company,  arid  some  of  them  came  sometimes  as  close  as  from  here 
to  that  post,  [five  yards.]  I  would  lie  close,  so  they  cou)d  not  see  me.  The  night  was 
mighty  cold,  and  they  made  up  a  fire  just  a  ^iece  off— as  far  off  a*  from  here  across  the 
street— and  they  would  pass  backward  and  forward ;  and  one  of  them  says  by  and  by, 
when  they  were  cutting  at  him,  "  The  captain  says  you  have  done  enough."  They  said 
to  the  boy,  "  You  feel  here  and  see  how  you  like  these  gashes.  Do  you  reckon  they  will 
do  you  ?"  He  went  back  to  the  captain  and  told  him,  and  the  captain  hollered,  "  I 
told  you  to  spare  life,"  and  then  one  says,  "Get  up,  get  up,  God  damn  you,"  and  I  looked 
up,  and  the  boy  was  so  weak  that  when  he  went  to  get  up  he  was  staggering,  and  one 
of  them  catch ed  him  by  the  shoulders  and  held  him,  and  just  then  one  hauled  off  and 
struck  at  him.  He  had  staggered,  I  reckon  through  weakness,  for  %hp  road  was  bloody 
all  the  way  up  the  hill.    This  man  hauled  off  and  struck  him  and  then  jumped  on  to 
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him  and  stamped  him,  and  they  shot  oJff  their  pistols  then  and  got  on  their  horses  and 
went  away.  I  was  looking  at  them  to  see  which  way  they  were  going  for  a  while,  hut 
I  got  uneasy  and  went  on  to  take  the  boy  on  to  the  house.  I  was  scrambling  in  the 
bushes  and  around  trying  to  find  him,  when  I  heard  the  girls,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off 
from  me,  cry  out,  "Oh,  Lord!  Lord!  here's  Billy  cut  to  pieces  with  a  knife!  Come, 
sister,  help  me  put  him  in  the  house."  And  I  struck  and  ran  home,  and  there  he  was 
standing  with  nothing  on  him  but  his  shirt,  and  trembling  all  over  and  blbody,  and  i 
says,  "Ob,  what's  the  matter?  Can't  you  tell  me  nothing,  my  boy?"  and  he  says, 
"  No,  no,'^  and  they  took  him  in  and  I  drew  the  bed  before  the  fire  in  my  room  and  sent 
the  little  boy  off  as  fast  as  he  could  go  for  the  doctor,  but  the  doctor  sent  word  he  was 
going  to  Huntsville  and  could  not  come.  The  next  morning  before  day  I  put  the  little 
boy  on  a  horse  and  sent  for  the  doctor  again.  Doctor  Frank  Blair  sent  word  he  couldn't 
come,  but  he  would^  send  his  father,  old  Doctor  John  Blair ;  that  was  the  man  that 
raised  me.  He  never  came  until  8  or  9  o'clock  that  morning ;  then  he  walked  in.  By 
that  time  the  house  was  crowded  with  white  people,  and  when  he  walked  in  and  looked 
at  the  boy  he  says,  "  I  don't  think  I  can  do  him  any  good."  Says  I,  "Are  you  going  off 
without  trying  to  do  him  any  good,  doctor  ?"  He  says,  "Have  you  got  any  tallow  ?"  I 
told  him  I  hatl.  He  says,  "  Have  you  any  castile  soap  ?"  I  said,  "  Yes,"  we  had.  Says 
he,  "  Have  you  got  any  tar  ?"  I  told  him  we  had.  Then  he  turned  in  and  made  a  poul- 
tice, a  salve,  and  dressed  his  wounds.  I  heard  him  tell  it  in  Huntsville  afterward  that 
it  took  him  two  hours  to  dress  the  boy's  wounds.  You  couldn't  touch  him  anywhere, 
from  his  shoulders  down  to  the  tips  of  his  big  toes.  There  Was  no  place  on  his  legs  or 
feet  that  you  could  touch  him. 

Question.  Why  could  you  not  touch  him  ? 

Answer.  Because  it  was  cut  to  pieces  with  a  knife.  The  calves  of  his  legs^were  split 
up  and  cut  across,  and  his  thighs  were  split  open  and  cut  across,  and  his  knee  looked 
like  they  had  tried  to  take  the  cap  off  of  his  knee,  and  all  his  hands  and  arms  were  cut 
and  slit  up  too. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  say  his  feet  were  cut  ? 
'Ansiver.  The  bottom  of  his  feet  were  split  open  and  the  bottom  of  his  heel  was  split. 
Mr.  Tom  Green  here  was  one  of  the  grand  jury  that  examined  him. 

Qiiestion.  Was  he  carried  here  before  the  grand  jury  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  carried  in  on  a  litter  part  of  the  way. 

Question.  How  long*  did  he  live  ? 

Ansiver.  He  lived  a  year.  I  fetched  him  here.  I  lived  in  Limestone  then.  He  got  so  he 
could  get  about  a  little.  I  hired  a  wagon  and  fetched  him  here,  but  directly  he  came  here 
he  was  taken  down  with  a  hemorrhage  that  came  from  stamping  him  on  the  stomach 
and  breast.  They  stamped  him  all  over  the  stomach  and  breast.  In  two  weeks  after 
he  was  examined  in  the  court-room  there  he  died.  Everybody  that  saw  him  said  he 
couldn't  live,  and  they  were  surprised  that  he  lived  so  long.  I  had  the  doctors  to  tend 
him.  I  owe  forty  or  fifty  dollars  to  Doctor  Henry  Benford ;  he  asked  me  for  the  money 
on  Saturday.  After  all  this  was  done  I  knew  every  man  of  them,  and  I  came  here  and 
made  complaint.  Mr.  Wager  assisted  me,  and  Jim  Common,  of  Athens,  told  me  to  have 
them  arrested  before  the  grand  jury.  I  did  it,  and  Mr.  Lentz,  the  sheriff — I  went  down 
wath  him — Mr.  Common  and  Mr.  Lentz  took  the  boy  in  the  room  and  examined  him. 
He  says  to  me,  "  Gus,  he  can't  live."  At  that  time  his  legs  were  more  than  double  the 
natural  size.  I  had  a  good  deal  of  property  down  there.  I  had  thirty  head  of  hogs 
and  four  bales  of  cotton ;  I  had  four  bales  ginned  and^etched  on  to  Athens  with  me  ; 
I  got  Mr.  Wallace  to  help  me,  for  I  had  got  crowded.  I  fetched  my  cotton  there  and 
sold  it.  They  looked  for  me  to  go  back.  I  left  my  wife  and  young  child  there.  I 
didn't  want  to  go  away.  I  hadn't  done  anything,  but  I  believe  they  would  have  treated 
me  just  the  same  way  and  I  went  away.  I  left  thirty  head  of  hogs  and  one  good  milk 
cow  ;  four  bales  of  cotton  and  my  corn  in  the  field.  Jim  Common  told  me  to  sue  for 
it.    I  went  down  there  and  all  my  things  were  gone. 

Question.  Who  got  them? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  Mr.  Wallace  turned  around-and  sold  a  part  of  my  hogs  to 
Aquilla  Cheatham,  one  of  the  neighbors  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Now  give  the  names  of  the  men  concerned  in  the  beating  and  cutting  of 
your  son  ? 

Ayisiver.  Dick  Hinds  and  Pony  Hinds,  Ruff  Ray  and  George  Hudson,  Sim  Hudson, 
Chew  (Fitzhugh)  Hudson,  Bill  Norther,  Jim  Henry  Cox,  little  Dave  Friend.  They 
had  it  down  there  Dave  Friend,  and  they  went  to  arrest  the  old  man  and  let  the  young 
one  go,  and  since  that  they  say  his  name  is  John,  but  he  always  went  by  the  name  of 
Dave. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  men  were  arrested  ? 

Answer.  Eleven  of  them. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Have  they  all  been  arrested  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  they  done  run  off.  Only  three  came  to  the  United  States  court 
here  in  May. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Had  they  given  bail  to  appear  in  court  ? 

Ansiuer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  Did  they  forfeit  their  bonds  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  went  off  and  are  not  here. 

Question.  Have  they  left  that  part  of  the  country  for  good  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  gone  to  Arkansas. 

Question.  Have  these  three  been  tried  ? 

Answer.  No,  s!r ;  they  never  had  them  up  here  before  the  court  at  all. 

Question.  Are  they  out  on  bail  now? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  here  last  spring,  but  the  others  were  not  here.  Lawyer 
Malone,  of  Athens,  told  me  he  thought  the  ones  that  done  the  damage  were  going. 
"Where,"  I  asked  him.  He  said  Dick  Hinds  was  going  to  Arkansas,  and  he  didn't 
know  where  Jim  Henry  Cox  was. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Is  Eliza  Jane  Blair  your  daughter  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.   • 

Question.  Did  she  make  an  affidavit  before  Mr.  Wager  in  regard  to  this  casef 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  came  here,  and  my  daughter  Charlotte,  and  my  wife  tbo ;  they 
all  saw  them  and  all  kuew  them. 

by  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  more  than  one  of  these  men  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Only  one  was  disguised. 

Question.  How  was  he  disguised  ? 

Answer.  He  had  on  a  gown  that  struck  him  about  the  top  of  his  boots — may  be  half 
way  from  his  knee  down,  and  a  sort  of  white  veil  over  his  face,  and  he  raised  it  up  and 
asked  me  if  I  knew  him.  I  reckoned  it  was  best  to  say  I  didn't,  and  I  told  him  I 
didn't  know  him.  He  said,  ''Damn  you,  you  had  better  not  know  me,"  and  he  com- 
menced talking  about  the  horse.  The  other  one  stepped  up  then ;  he  had  a  pistol  in 
his  hand  and  jabbed  it  in  my  face. 

Question.  Did  they  come  on  foot  to  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  the  horses  were  on  the  hill.  After  they  got  done  they  went  over 
to  Yarborough  and  beat  a  boy  by  the  name  of  Joe  Yarborough, 

Question.  The  same  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  down  in  the  fork  of  the  river. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  boy  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  These  men,  when  they  came  back  to  my  house  asked,  ''  Where  is 
Gus  ?'*'  She  said  she  didn't  know,  and  they  knocked  her  down,  and  stamped  her  and 
choked  her  on  the  bed.  They  went  down  to  the  house  to  one  of  my  daughters  and 
choked  her  and  beat  her,  and  was  going  to  beat  Eliza,  but  she  begged  that  she  was 
sick  and  says,  "  I  don't  know  where  father  is."  One  of  them  run  in  the  house  then 
and  said,  ''Come  out  here  and  let  the  women  alone;  they  don't  know  where  Gus  has 
gone." 

Question.  How  long  was  that  after  your  son  was  taken  out  ? 

Answei\  The  same  night.  A  parcel  of  them  took  him  and  two  of  them  came  back 
and  did  that,  and  they  told  my  wife,  "  Tell  Gus  he  has  been  here  two  years,  and  it  is  as 
long  as  we  intend  he  shall  be  here.  White  folks  wants  to  work  this  land."  There  is 
six  hundred  acres  of  land  cleared.  I  rented  out  part  of  my  land  there  to  a  white  man 
named  Mr.  Wallace.  He  told  my  wife  to  tell  me  that  inside  of  two  weeks  I  must  not 
be  caught  there.    He  said,  "  He  has  got  to  get  away,  crop  or  no  crop." 

Question.  Were  these  men  all  renters  ? 

Answer.  The  Hudsons  were  renters.  They  were,  not  all  renters.  Dick  Hinds  had  a 
very  good  plantation.  The  Hudsons  were  renters,  and  Jim  Henry  Cox  and  Ruff  Eay 
were  renters.  Then  I  had  to  just  get  away  from  there  as  quick  as  I  could.  That  night, 
cold  as  it  was,  my  wife  had  to  lay  out  all  night  long.  She  could  not  find  me  and  I 
could  not  find  her.  I  went  over  to  where  Mrs.  Andrews  was  lying  a  corpse  and  they 
were  sitting  up  with  her,  and  I  asked  if  Elam  Hamilton  was  there.  Some  white  wo- 
men came  out  and  they  seemed  scared.  It  seemed  that  there  were  no  men  there.  J 
wept  on  over  home,  then,  and  asked  for  my  wife.  About  daylight  my  wife  came  in. 
She  said  she  had  been  sitting  in  the  cotton  patch  all  night  in  the  cold.  At  this  time 
Mr.  Wallace's  wife  came  from  sitting  up  with  the  corpse,  and  she  said,  "What  is  the 
matter  here  ?  "  I  says,  "  It  was  near  about  judgment  last  night.  They  have  cut  Billy 
all  to  pieces  and  have  killed  him.    Doctor  Blair  says  it  is  no  use  to  do  anything  for 
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him."  She  says,  "Oh  Lord!  good  Lord!  good  Lord!"  and  Mr.  Wallace  came  to  my 
house  and  asked  what  I  was  going  to  do,  I  told  hira  I  was  going  to  hitch  up  my 
horses  and  get  my  cotton ;  that  I  could  not  go  away.  I  says,  "  I  will  have  to  have  carts 
to  carry  it  away."  He  says,  ^*I  don't  reckon  your  sorrel  horse  will  work,  and  I  will 
let  you  have  my  horse  to  help  you  if  your  horse  don't  work  ;  "  but  my  horse  worked 
finely,  and  I  hauled  four  bales ;  I  took  two  bales,  and  Mr.  Wallace  two  bales.  ,  I  sold 
my  cotton  for  twenty  cents,  and  I  paid  Mr.  Common  what  I  owed  him,  and  then  I  came 
on  here  and  sent  back  for  my  children,  and  my  hogs,  and  everything  else  was  gone  and 
destroyed.  Mr.  Floyd  came  up  there  once  in  th^  spring,  in  March.  He  asked  if  I  could 
pay  him.  I  told  him  I  had  nothing  to  pay  him.  I  says,  "  When  I  came  away  you 
ought  to  have  gone  down  there  and  taken  everything.''  There  was  a  bale  left  up-stairs 
and  half  a  bale  in  the  gin,  and  the  rest  in  the  patch.  There  was  nine  bales  in  all ;  and 
about  all  my  corn  and  everything  is  gone. 

Question,  What  was  the  value  of  the  corn,  cotton,  and  everything  else  that  you  left 
behind  \^hen  you  came  away  1 

Ansicer.  About  live  hundred  dollars'  worth,  Mr.  Common  said.  I  never  even  got  a  chair 
— everything  was  destroyed  and  taken.  There  was  four  bales  of  cotton,  and  four  bales 
of  cotton,  you  know,  was  worth  $200  at  20  cents  a  pound.  Cotton  rose  then.  I  had 
forty  acres  of  corn,  out  of  my  seventy-live  acres,  and  it  was  good  corn — splendid  corn. 
Mr.  Hamilton  wanted  to  buy  the  corn  in  the  patch.  Just  before  that  I  was  speaking 
of  moving  away,  aud  Mr.  Floyd  says,  ^'Gus,  you  are  such  a  good  farmer,  nobody  will 
interrupt  you,"  and  then  I  turned  in  and  rented  the  place  for  another  year,  and  I  was 
to  pay  him  when  I  sold  the  present  crop,  but  they  broke  me  up  before  Christmas. 

Question.  Did  behold  you. for  rent  when  you  had  been  compelled  to  abandon  the 
place  ? 

A.nsiver.  Yes,  sir,  he  even  came  up  here  for  it,  and  I  had  his  brother-in-law  to  draw  a 
pistol  on  me,  right  down  in  the  next  room,  about  the  pay.  Mr.  Figgs,  the  squij"e,  saw 
it. 

Question.  You  say  you  had  two  sons-in-law  in  the  Union  army  during  the  war  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  return  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  they  died.  Anderson  Blair  was  Eliza  Blair's  husband,  and  she 
made  affidavit  for  her  pay  a  good  many  times,  but  Mr.  Wager  said  she  didn't  make  the 
right  kind  of  proof. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  arms  about  your  house  at  the  time  of  this  occurrence  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  a  thing.  I  was  living  there  just  as  quiet  and  peaceable  as  any 
neighbor  or  citizen  could  live  ;  no  black  person  but  me  lived  there.  They  had  run  all 
the  rest  of  them  away,  but  I  didn't  think  anybody  would  ever  interfere  with  me. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  more  disturbances  of  this  kind  down  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  black  people  being  whipped  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  and  white  men  too.  Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Wallace's  brother-in-law,  a 
white  man  and  a  Union  man,  was  taken  out  and  whipped  badly  and  treated  awfully, 
and  then  they  told  him  to  get  away ;  and  then  they  came  back,  two  weeks  before  they 
came  to  my  house,  and  tied  him  to  a  simmon  (persimmon)  tree  and  shot  him. 

Question  Did  you  hear  of  any  other  case  ? 

Answer.  Just  a  while  before  they  killed  Mr.  Harrison  they  went  over  by  Benfield's, 
and  they  had  some  big  persecution  and  whipping  of  people  over  at  Rodgersville. 

Question,  Black  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  took  one  man  there  and  treated  him  pretty  much  as  they  had 
treated  my  Billy. 

Question.  Was  that  in  Limestone  ? 

Aiisiver.  No,  sir ;  in  Lauderdale  County.    I  didn't  live  but  two  miles  from  the  line. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  men  riding  in  disguise  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  men  in  Lauderdale  County  wore  black  gowns,  but  in  Limestone 
they  wear  white  gowns ;  but  when  they  came  to  my  house,  that  night,  they  didn't 
have  on  white  gowns.  X  reckon  they  thought  there  wasn't  but  one  negro  there,  and 
they  didn't  need  to  put  on  gowns.  Several  citizens  asked  me  about  it,  but  I  told  them 
I  reckon  they  thought  they  didn't  need  any  as  there  was  only  one  negro  there. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  other  places  where  disguised  men  took  people  out  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  through  Tennessee.  Mr.  Hamilton, just  a  while  before  this 
happened,  was  up  in  Tennessee  hunting  a  mule,  and  he  said  to  me,  "  I  saw  the  awful- 
est  sight  day  before  yesterday  that  I  ever  saw  in  my  life."  He  had  rode  out  in  the 
cottoji-field  to  where  I  was.  I  iusked  him  what  it  was.  He  said,  "  I  saw  a  man  tied 
to  a  tree  and  shot  six  times  through  the  head,  and  his  head  just  laid  back,  hia 
mouth  open,  and  grinning  dead,  and  it  was  the  awfulest  sight  I  ever  saw." 

Question.  Where  does  the  doctor  live  who  dressed  your  son  ? 

Answer.  In  Limestone  County  ;  he  has  been  here  twice  as  a  witness.  ^ 
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Question  When  did  your  son  die  ? 

Answer.  Year  before  last ;  the  first  Christmas  morning. 

Question.  How  long  did  he  live  ? 

Answer.  About  a  year  and  a  few  weeks. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  doctor  say  what  was  the  cause  of  his  death  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  him  say,  down  there  in  the  court-house,  that  it  was  the  cutting  and 
stamping  that  had  killed  him ;  he  said,  when  he  came  to  see  him  at  first,  that  he 
had  no  idea  at  all  of  his  over  living.  Mr.  Joe  Petty  told  my  daughter — a  neighbor 
man  that  ginned  my  cotton — and  told  me,  '^  Gus,  I  could  have  told  you  here'last  year, 
but  when  I  told  you  they  were  not  going  to  let  you  live  there  you  ought  to  have  gone 
away  and  then  your  boy  wouldn't  have  been  cut  up.'^  He  was  standing  at  my  door 
and  asked  about  it,  and  when  I  began  to  tell  him  he  ran  off  to  the  gin  and  says,  "  I 
can't  stand  to  hear  of  a  human  being  being  cut  up  in  that  way.  I  can't  bear  to  hear  that 
now  ;  let  me  study  on  it  a  while  and  get  my  mind  settled  to  hear  it."  He  went  off, 
and  he  came  next  day  and  asked  to  hear  it,  and  I  told  him,  and  he  says,  "  O,  God, 
Gus  ;  you  must  get  somebody  else  to  gin  your  cotton  now.  I  can't  do  it  after  hearing 
that,  I  can't  gin  your  cotton."  He  says :  *^  If  they  had  known  that  Billy  could  have 
got  to  the  house  they  would  have  killed  him  where  he  was  that  night.  They  had  no 
idea  of  his  coming  to  the  house."  Then  he  says,  "  I'll  gin  your  cotton  and  -let  you  get 
away,  for  I  listen  from  this  time  every  night  for  your  death." 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  I  thought  you  stated  at  first  that  your  boy  died  a  very  short  time  after  this 
cutting  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  was  it  ? 

An8ive)\  It  was  a  year  and  about  two  w^eeks.  It  was  done  two  weeks  to  Christ- 
mas, and  he  died  about  Christmas. 

Question.  It  was  done  two  weeks  before  Christmas,  1868,  and  he  died  Christmas,  1869  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Christmas  morning,  1869. 

Question.  Were  the  fellows  whp  killed  him  the  same  fellows  that  had  the  fight  with 
him  a  vshort  time  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  very  men. 

Question.  How  long  before  the  time  they  butchered  him  in  that  way  was  it  they  had 
had  the  fight  ?    Yon  say  it  was  on  Monday  night. 

Answer.  It  was  a  month  lacking  a  day.  It  was  Monday  night  he  was  at  the  hog- 
killiug  and  they  had  the  fuss,  and  Tuesday  night,  the  very  next  night,  they  came.  They 
told  him,  "  God  damn  you,  go  on  now  ;  you  can  fight  now,  but  wait  till  thQ  Ku-Klux 
come." 

Question.  Monday  they  had  the  fight,  and  Tuesday  night  they  came  and  butchered 
him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  same  lot  of  fellows  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  Jim  Henry  Cox  had  the  knife,  and  I  heard  them  say  "Keep 
Jim  Henry  Cox  back  or  he  will  cut  his  throat ;"  and  while  they  were  beating  him  in 
the  face  with  his  head  thrown  back,  Jim  Henry  Cox  run  up  to  cut  his  throat  with  his 
knife  out  this  way,  [illustrating,]  but  his  uncle  threw  him  back  and  kept  him  off. 

Question.  Did  they  have  a  i)retty  hard  fight  the  night  before  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  were  three  of  them,  and  he  was  bat  a  boy,  only  one.  Bunk 
and  Pony  Hinds  were  there. 

Question.  What  kind  of  people  were  the  Hinds'  ? 

Answei'.  They  were  low-down,  drunken,  mean  men,^  the  meanest,  meanest  kind  of 
mean  men.  They  are  drunkards  and  mean  men,  and  tlieir  daddy  before  them — mean, 
mean,  mean  as  you  can  think  of. 

Question.  What  sort  are  the  other  lot — the  Hudsons  ? 

Ansivei\  They  are  the  meanest  kind  of  men  that  you  could  find  anywhere ;  always 
troubling  and  disturbing  people,  whites  and  blacks. 

Question.  Eight  out  of  the  eleven  left  the  country  ? 

Answe7\  Yes,  sir,  only  three  of  them  came  here,  and  all  the  balance  are  gone. 

Question.  And  they  are  being  prosecuted  now  in  the  United  States  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  them  is  dead.    He  has  gone  to  his  long  home. 

Question.  He  has  beat  the  case  ? 

Answ€fi\  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  dead. 


Hunts viLLE,  Alabama,  O^toher  9, 1871. 
"IVILLIAM  FOED  (colored^  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Question.  Where  did  you  live  in  the  fall  of  1868  ? 

Answer.  On  Mr.  Jesse  Lawler's  place,  the  other  side  of  the  Brow^sbprougil/^oad,  in. 
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Question.  How  long  had  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  I  had  lived  there  going  on  two  years. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  Army  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  with  the  Army  three  weeks,  hut  not  a  soldier.  I  was  only 
Jielping  to  fortify. 

Question.  Had  you  a  family  in  the  fall  of  1868  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  visited  by  the  Ku-Klux  that  year  ? 

Answer.  Only  just  once ;  that  time  they  whipped  me. 

Question.  When  was  it  ? 

Answer.  1868. 

Question.  What  month  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  exactly  what  month.  It  was  just  a  week  before  the  Grant 
election  came  off. 

Question.  Go  on  and  give  all  the  particulars  of  your  whipping. 

Answer.  I  really  don't  know  what  they  whipped  me  for.  They  said  they  whipped  me 
for  my  threatening  to  shoot  them  if  they  ever  attacked  or  did  anything  to  me ;  that  is, 
them  of  the  Ku-Klux  faith. 

Question.,  Who  whipped  you  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell ;  they  were  disguised. 

Question.  How  many  were  in  the  crowd  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  about  a  hundred  in  the  crowd. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  every  one  of  them. 

Question.  Were  they  on  foot  or  on  horseback  ? 

Answer.  On  horseback. 

Question.  Were  they  armed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  were  they  armed  ? 

Answer.  With  pistols. 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  disguise  the  men  had  on  ? 

Answer.  They  had  white  cloth  over  their  faces,  and  had  on  long  black  gowns. 

Question.  Had  they  any  horns  on  their  head  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  had  horns  on  their  head.  They  didn't  have  their  hats  on.  They 
had  something  on  their  heads  with  horns  to  it. 

Questiof.  How  were  their  horses  disguised  ? 

Answer.  They  had  white  sheets  tied  over  them  that  came  down  under  the  belly  and 
were  tied.    It  did'nt  go  down  on  the  legs  at  all. 

Question.  How  late  at  night  was  it  ? 

Answer.  About  11  o'clock. 

Question.  At  whose  house  was  ifc  ? 

An8we7\  At  my  father's  house. 

Question.  Were  you  abed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  abed  sick. 

Question.  Was  the  whole  family  abed  ? 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  light  in  the  house  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  ? 

Answer.  They  came  into  the  door  and  called  for  me.  When  they  called  for  me  I 
jumped  out  of  bed.  I  saw  there  was  no  chance  to  get  out  of  the  house.  I  pulled  up  a 
plank  under  the  bed,  and  they  came  in  and  searched  for  me,  and  they  went  to  another 
house  and  inquired  for  me,  and  he  told  them  I  was  sick  and  was  bound  to  be  there,  and 
80  they  came  back  and  tore  up  the  floor  and  got  me  out,  and  they  chained  my  arms 
and  beat  me  out  in  the  road,  and  made  me  run  about  half  a  mile. 

Question.  Had  you  any  arms  in  the  house  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  were  in  the  house  when  they  came  there  ? 

Answer.  James  Ford  and  Margaret  Ford  and  Aaron  Ford;  that's  my  mother  and 
father  and  brother. 

Question.  Were  these  all  that  were  about  the  house  ? 

Answer.  iTes,  sir. 

Question.  No  arms  were  about  the  house  ?^ 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  expecting  them  at  all  ? 

Answcw  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  the  first  you  ever  saw  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  that  was  the  first  I  ever  saw  of  them.  ^^  ^ 
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Question,  "WopS  that  a  moonlight  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  they  bound  your  arms  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  right  back  in  this  way,  [illustrating,]  and  chained  them  back,  and 
they  run  the  chain  across  my  back  and  looped  it  in  each  arm,  and  made  me  run  about 
half  a  mile,  to  where  they  whipped  me. 

Question.  Had  you  your  clothes  on  ? 

Ansiver.  I  came  out  of  the  field  that  evening  and  had  a  chill,  and  just  laid  down  on 
the  bed,  and  the  folks  didn't  wake  me  up  at  dark,  and  so  I  didn't  pull  my  clothes  off, 
and  hadn't  tiiem  off  when  they  waked  me. 

Question.  You  had  a  coat  on  ? 

Answe7\  No,  sir ;  only  a  vest  and  pants. 

Question.  What  did  these  men  do  then  ? 

Answer.  They  stretched  me  out  in  the  road  and  whipped  me,  I  suppose  about  a 
hundred  lashes. 

Question.  Was  this  all  done  by  one  man  ? 

Answer.  Only  one  man  did  the  whipping ;  but  the  men  that  made  me  double-quick 
before  that  were  not  the  men  that  whipped  me. 

Question.  What  were  you  \\  hipped  with  ? 

Answer.  With  a  hickory  switch. 

Question.  How  long  ? 

Ansiver.  I  suppose  about  four  feet  long. 

Question.  Did  it  cut  the  flesh? 

Answe7\  No,  sir ;  only  in  one  place.  One  of  them,  when  they  had  me  running,  jumped 
his  borse  on  me,  and  the  horse  struck  my  heel  and  it  cut  the  flesh  right  smart.  That 
is  the  only  place  it  cut  the  flesh.    He  never  cut  the  flesh  with  a  switch. 

Question.  Did  you  lie  with  your  face  down  while  they  were  whipping? 

Answet\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  they  whipped  you  for  ? 

Ansiver.  They  said  they  whipped  me  for  threatening  to  shoot  the  Ku-Klux  if. they 
attacked  me. 

Question.  Did  they  say  they  were  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  they  say  they  came  from  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  said  they  came  from  Nashville,  and  some  down  from  off  the 
moon. 

Question,  Did  you  know  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  one  of  them.     They  were  all  disguised. 

Question.  Did  they  have  any  liquor  along  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  they  had  or  not. 

Question.  You  did  not  see  them  drinking  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  with  you  after  they  whipped  you  ? 

Answer.  Tlfey  told  me  to  go  on  back.  They  asked  me  who  I  was  going  to  vote  for ; 
for  Grant  and  Colfax,  or  Blair  and  Seymour,  and  I  claimed  to  them,  as  they  had  me  out. 
there  overpowered,  that  I  would  vote  for  Blair  and  Seymour.  I  did  that  to  get  off.  They 
wanted  to  know  my  politics,  and  I  answered,  "  What  is  politics,  sir  ?  " — very  ignorant 
like — and  he  says,  '^  Who  will  you  vote  for  ?  "  I  says,  '*  I  will  vote  for  Blair  and  Sey- 
mour." I  said  Bhat  to  get  off  as  light  as  I  could.  They  had  another  man  out  at  the 
same  time,  and  they  whipped  him  tremendous ;  four  whipped  him  at  the  same  time. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  that  ttie  men  who  whipped  you  were  for  Seymour  and 
Blair  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  that  no  republican  would  go  on  no  such  a  platform  as  that. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Who  was  this  other  man  who  was  whipped  at  the  same  time  ? 

Answer.  George  Lawler.    He  lived  on  Ben.  Lawler's  place.    I  live  on  Jesse  Lawler's. 

Question.  What  did  they  whip  him  for  ? 

Answer.  They  said  they  whipped  him  for  his  threats,  and  for  talking  politics. 

Question.  Did  he  talk  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  tried  to  instruct  his  colored  friends,  and  he  was  cot  so  particularly 
wise  a  man  in  talking  poMticSj  but  he  talked  what  he  thought  was  reasonable  and 
what  he  knew. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  him  severely  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  four  or  five  whipped  him  at  the  same  time. 

Question.  The  same  men  that  whipped  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  whipped  him  as  near  to  me  as  from  here  to  that  chair. 
They  whipped  him  first. 

Question.  The  same  band  whipped  both  of  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Did  they  say  anything  to  him  about  politics  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  suppose  he  owned  a  great  deal  that  he  knew,  and  he  claimed 
that  he  was  going  to  vote  for  Grant  and  Colfax,  and  I  suppose  that  is  why  they 
whipped  him  so  much  more  than  me.  He  had  threatened  to  shoot  them,  and,  in  fact, 
he  had  his  gun  sitting  at  the  head  of  his  bed.  He  had  made  his  threats  that  he  had 
it  there,  and  they  went  in  and  found  it  there,  and  took  him  out  and  whipped  him 
mighty  bad. 

Question.  He  had  said  if  the  Ku-Klux  troubled  him  he  would  shoot  them  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  draw  blood  on  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  drawed  blood  on  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  these  men  whipping  a  democratic  negro  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  never  heard  of  their  whipping  a  democrat. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  cases  of  whipping  up  there  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  heard  they  whipped  old  man  Wesley  Vincent. 

Question.  The  same  fall  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don^t  remember  about  the  time ;  may  be  a  month  after  they  whipped  me, 
and  took  two  pistols  and  a  gun,  and  seven  dollars  in  silver  and  nine  dollars  in  green- 
backs. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  What  did  they  whip  him  for  ? 
Ansiver.  I  don't  know  what  they  whipped  him  for. 
Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  other  cases  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  went  off  that  fall,  and  shortly  after  that  down  to  Arkansas,  and 
staid  there  until  last  Christmas. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  all  this  whipping  happen  in  Madison  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  these^cases  I  have  explained  happened  in  Madison  County. 

Question,  In  the  fall  of  1868  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  of  these  men  ever  punished  for  any  of  these  whippings  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  never. 

Question.  Were  they  never  taken  up  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  fact  I  don't  know  whether  there  was  any  of  them  known ;  who 
they  were  that  did  it,  and  if  they  were  known  men  were  afraid  to  tell  who  they  were. 
I  don't  suppose  they  were  known  because  they  were  always  disguised  when  they  first 
came  about.    I  don't  know  how  it  was  last  year  and  year  before  last. 

Question.  Did  you  come  to  Huntsville  and  make  complaint  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  make  complaint.  I  got  through  with  my  crop  as  soon  as  I 
could,  and  wound  up  and  went  to  Arkansas. 

Question.  Did  you  go  because  you  were  afraid  to  stay  in  that  neighborhood  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  because  I  was  afraid  to  stay  in  this  country. 

Question.  Did  any  colored  men  in  that  part  of  the  country  vote  the  democratic 
ticket  f 

Answer.  I  heard  of  some  that  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Why  did  they  do  it  ? 

Answe}\  Because  they  were  scared  into  it  and  forced  into  it. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  so  ? 

Answe)\  Yes,  sir,  they  told  me  so.  When  the  Grant  and  Colfax  election  came  off  I 
didn't  vote  at  all.  I  was  afraid  to.  I  didn't  want  to  vote  democrat,  and  I  thought  if 
I  couldn't  vote  the  republican  ticket  I  would  not  vote  at  all,  and  so  I  didn't  vote  at  ail. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  These  were  the  first  Ku-Klux  you  ever  saw  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  only  ones  you  ever  saw  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  No,  I  will  take  that  back.  I  saw  some  passing  the  toad  one  night 
after  that.    I  was  off  a  good  piece,  though. 

Question.  They  had  never  troubled  you  before  in  any  way  ? 

Answer.  No,  nor  since. 

Question.  What  were  you  threatening  them  about  ? 

Ans\ver.  I  suppose  they  said  1  threaiened  to  shoot  them  if  they  ever  undertook  to 
come  in  on  me  to  whip  me. 

Question.  Had  you  not  been  threatening  them  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir.  ^-^  , 
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Question,  How  did  they  get  tbat  out  on  you  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  That's  what  they  whipped  me  for.  There  is  a  great  many 
people  in  that  neighborhood,  and  this  man  I  was  living  with  had  a  brick-yard,  and  me 
and  him  had  a  falling  out,  and  came  mighty  near  fighting,  and  he  said,  "  Go  ahead, 
young  man,  and  watch  your  downfall,"  and  about  a  month  after  that  the  Ku-Klux 
came  and  whipped  me.  Me  and  him  had  a  falling  out  about  his  whipping  my 
brother. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 
Ansiver.  Jesse  Lawler. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Is  he  there  yet  ? 

Answe)\  No,  sir,  he  is  dead. 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  now  ? 

Answer.  On  Perry  Harrison's  place,  about  a  mile  from  there. 

Question.  Were  you  summoned  to  come  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  find  out  that  you  might  be  wanted? 

Answer.  Ham  Gravitt  came  out  and  strewed  the  news  through  the  country,  and  came 
to  me  and  talked  about  it,  and  told  me  and  proposed  to  me  to  come  down  to-day,  and 
I  got  on  the  horse  and  came  on. 

Question.  You  came  to  the  door  here  without  being  summoned? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  of  you  came  ? 

Ansiver.  Three  of  us  came  together. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Had  you  all  been  whij)ped  ? 
Ansiver.  Ham  Gravitt  himself  hadn't  been  whipped. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  ? 

Ansiver.  Up  two  miles  from  Maysville — ^two  miles  from  where  I  live..  Anthony  Bowen 
was  there  too. 

Question.  Is  he  at  the  door  ? 

Answci\  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  and  Lawler  come  to  blows  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  whipped  my  brother,  and  I  asked  him  who  authorized  him  to 
whip  any  nigger.  He  said  he  'low'd  to  whip  every  nigger  in  the  brick-yard  before  10 
o'clock.  '  I  got  outside  then  and  told  him  here  was  one  he  wouldn't  whip,  and  I  was  as 
good  a  man  as  there  was  in  the  brick-yard.  Then  he  said,  "Go  ahead  j"  he  would  whip 
my  brother  again,  except  hell  froze  over. 

^Question.  When  you  stepped  out  of  the  brick-yard  did  he  follow  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  didn't  have  the 'fight  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  never  had  the  fight. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  Ku-Klux  visiting  the  colored  people's  houses  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  their  arms  of  defense  ? 

Answer.  I  have  very  frequently  heard  of  that.  They  called  on  me  for  my  arms  that 
night.  I  had  none  ;  they  said  1  had  some — that  they  were  told  I  had  some.  A  few 
weeks  before  that  I  had  a  pistol,  and  I  came  off  down  to  Huntsvilie,  and  somebody 
stole  it  from  me.  They  took  the  v^eapons  from  mighty  near  all  the  colored  people  in 
the  neighborhood.    Yery  few  have  anything  now. 

Question.  Was  this  done  before  you  went  to  Arkansas  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  done  by  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Did  not  men  go  about  the  country  here  in  1868  taking  arms  away  from  the 
colored  men  in  ail  parts  of  this  county  ? 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir ;  men  that  claimed  to  be  Ku-Klux,  from  each  way,  so  far  as  I  could 
flear,  and  men  right  down  in  the  neighborhood — all  down  where  I  lived  did  it. 

Question.  They  just  carpe  in  and  got  their  guns  and  pistols,  and  took  them  and  left? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Had  you  Loyal  Leagues  there  ?  C^ c\f\cs\c> 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  Vote  for  Colonel  Callis  at  that  time  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  frequently  get  you  up  to  his  Bureau  gatherings  and  have  you 
'there? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qmstion,  Was  there  not  a  good  deal  of  burning  and  stealing,  and  all  sorts  of  devil- 
ment going  on  from  your  Loyal-Leaguers  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  any  burnings  that  I  know  of— not  as  I  heard  of. 

Question.  There  was  a  heap  of  stealing  going  on,  was  there  not  ? 

Answer,  Not  as  I  heard  of. 

Question.  When  one  of  your  colored  people  wanted  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  what 
did  you  Loyal-Leaguers  do  with  him  ? 

Answer,  Nothing ;  we  were  afraid  to  do  anything. 

Question.  Why  were  you  afraid  ? 

Answer.  We  were  afraid  of  the  democrats. 

Question.  Did  you  not  threaten  him.  right  smartly? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  we  were  afraid  to. 

Question,  How  many  were  in  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  how  paany. 

Questi(m.  Were  all  of  you  Loyal-Leaguers  obliged  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  ?  Was 
that  the  obligation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  not  without  they  wanted  to. 

Question.  Could  they  get  into  your  League  unless  they  agreed  to  do  it  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  had  to  agree  to  do  that  to  get  in  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  to  organize  all  of  you  to  build  up  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  Sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  arrange  that  you  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with  any 
black  men  that  did  not  vote  that  ticket  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  would  not  recognize  any  black  men  who  did  not  vote  that  ticket ;  was 
that  it? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  drove  them  out  of  your  society  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  would  not  keep  company  with  them  ? 

An8ive7\  We  wouldn't  proshay  [appreciate]  them. 

Question.  Proshay? 

Answer.  Yes ',  we  wouldn't  proshay  them.  We  liked  the  white  democrats  better  than 
them.  We  were  all  black  alike,  and  think  one  black  sheep  is  no  better  than  another, 
and  we  never  proshayed  them. 

Question.  You  would  have  beaten  them  if  .you  had  had  the  chance  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  we  were  afraid  to. 

Question.  A  darky  was  as  likely  to  Ku-Klux  you  as  ^ny  of  the  other  democrats,  the 
white  ones,  would  be  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Just  as  liable  to  be  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  afraid  if  you  beat  the  democratic  negroes  that  they  would  get  the 
white  democrats  after  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  all  that  kept  you  from  doing  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  part  of  your  League  arrangement  that  these  blaok  fellows  that 
voted  the  democratic  ticket  should  be  driven  out  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  the  women  should  not  have  anything  to  do  with  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that's  so ;  even  the  women  wouldn't  proshay  them. 
Question.  Nor  the  men  either  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

,  Question.  Could  a  democratic  negro  get  any  countenance  from  a  colored  sweetheart  if 
he  was  known  to  be  a  democrat  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
Question.  They  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  him  ? 

Answer.  No,,  sir;  nothing  at  all. 

Question.  The  women  helped  you  that  far  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  those  fellows  ?       ^-^ 
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Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  escaped  being  beaten  only  because  you  were  afraid  that  the  white 
democrats  would  get  after  you,  anE  the  black  ones  would  come  with  them  ? 

Answei\  Y^,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  a  right  bad  feeling  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.'  'After  they  whipped  me,  I  never  rested  another  night  until  I  got 
plumb  out  of  the  State ;  that  is,- 1  never  rested  satisfied* 

Question.  Where  did  you  have  the  League  meetings  ?    Were  they  in  Huntsville  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  up  at  Fowler's  wood-yard. 

Question.  H5w  many  would  be  there  ? 

Answei\  About  two  hundred  of  us. 

Question.  You  all  met  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  1  did  know  once  how  many,  but  I  don't  remember ;  I  suppose  it  was 
about  two  hundred. 

Question.  Did  you  all  find  out  what  colored  men  were  going  off  with  these  democrats, 
and  talk  about  them  right  smartly? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  make  arrangements  to  have  them  driven  away  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  Colonel  Callis  use  to  come  up  there  among  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  never  came  up  there. 

Question.  Where  did  he  keep  his  headquarters  ? 

Answer.  Here  in  Huntsville. 

Question.  When  you  had  your  meetings,  and  two  hundred  of  you  would  come 
together,  you  felt  pretty  big,  and  talked  about  how  you  would  shoot  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  talked  pretty  big  there. 

Question.  Is  it  not  likely  that  some  who  heard  what  you  said  told  some  of  these  fel- 
lows— the  Ku-Klux— that  you  had  threatened  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  just  how  the  report  got  out. 

Question*  When  you  got  in  a  big  crowd,  you  boasted  very  heavily  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  ^om.Q  of  your  fellows  betrayed  you,  and  these  others  got  after  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  organized  your  League  ? 

Answe)\  I  (^on't  remember  bis  name. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    It  was  Dan  Anderson,  I  think. 

Question.  Did  ;^ou  hold  your  meetings  in  day-time  or  at  night  ? 

Ansiver.'  At  night. 

Question.  In  a  building  or  out  of  doors  ? 

Answer.  In  a  building. 

Question.  Did  you  exclude  everybody  from  the  building  but  members  of  the  League  f 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  a  mam  stanjling  at  the  door,  so  as  to  admit  nobody  but  the  mem- 
bers? 

Answer.  Yes^sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  a  written  constitution  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  you  say  that  in  your  me^ings  you  talked  big,  and  boasted  heavily, 
do  you  mean  that  you  threatened  violence  upon  white  men  ? 

Ansiver.  No, sir.  Only  we  made  threatenings  between  us  in  this  way:  we  said  that  if 
we  were  attacked  by  the  Ku-ICux  we  would  try  to  defend  ourselves.  We  would  say 
to  one  another,  "  If  we  are  attacked  by  the  Ku-Klux,  we  will  shoot  them  or  fight  them 
inside  of  our  houses."    These  were  all  the  threats  we  made  toward  them. 

Question.  You  have  been  asked  about  your  obligation  or  bath  in  the  Loyal  League. 
Do  you  recollect  what  oath  you  took  when  you  were  admitted  as  a  member  of  the 
Loyal  League? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  have  forgotten. 

Question.  What  was  the  substance  of  it,  as  near  you  can  recollect  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  much  about  it,  because  I  was  quite  young  anyhow. 

Question.  Was  there  any  obligation  that  required  you  to  vote  with  the  republican 
party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  the  understanding  with  every  member  of  the  League  that  every  one 
was  a  lepublican  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  he  would  support  the  principles  of  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Was  that  in  the  oath  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  the  understanding  between  us. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  the  obligation  which  required  you  to  take  up  arms 
for  the  defense  of  each  other,  or  anything  of  that  sort  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  time  did  yoil  enter  that  League  f 

Answer.  I  went  with  it  'long  in  the  first  of  June. 

Question.  In  1868  ? 

An8ivet\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  most  of  the  members  of  that  League  Tisited  by  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  many  they  drove  off,  as  you  were  driven  off,  so  they 
could  not  vote  in  Madison  County  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  don't ;  but  one  man  right  in  my  neighborhood  they  run  off  to 
Stevenson.  He  was  right  thefe  adjoining  me.  I  heard  of  several  going  off,  but  I  don't 
remember  who  they  were.    They  were  in  the  county. 

Question.  Were  there  a  great  many  that  staid  away  from  the  polls  or  left  that  part 
of  the  country  in  consequence  of  these  visitations  of  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  I  don't  think  the  republican  party  got  a  vote  in  the  district  at  all, 
or  up  there  at  Maysville.  We  all  were  kept  away.  The  principal  part  of  them — well, 
all — were  kept  away  on  account  of  being  interrupted  by  Ku-Klux. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Did  you  not  all  come  to  town  here  to  vote  ? 
Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  vote  at  all. 
Question.  You  could  vote  in  town  ?     . 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  we  were  afraid  to  come  in  to  vote. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  were  afraid  to  pass  back  and  forth  on  the  road,  were  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  we  were  afraid  of  the  hereafter — going  home.  If  we  voted  here, 
some  men  in  town  would  know  us.  That  would  let  them  in  the  light  of  it  and  we 
would  be  persecuted  hereafter,  and  so  we  didn't  vote. 

Question.  So  most  of  you  black  people  about  Maysville  did  not  vote  at  all? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Would  most  of  you  have  voted  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  like  men. 

Question.  Would  they  not  mostly  have  voted  for  Grant  and  Colfax  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  are  some  few,  but  very  few,  democratic  colored  folks.  There 
is  a  good  many  of  them  that  vote  for  the  democratic  ticket  to  keep  on  the  good  side  of 
the  white  people,  to  keep  from  being  interfered  with,  but  mosl^of  them  didn't  vote  at 
all.    When  they  can't  vote  for  a  republican  they  don't  vote  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  the  colored  people  that  voted  with  the  democrats,  or  talked  of  doing 
it,  disturbed  by  the  Ku-Klux  ? 
Answer,  No>  sir ;  they  were  not  interfered  with  at  all. 


HuNTSviLLE,  Alabama,  October  9, 1871. 

GEORGE  ROPER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  may  stake  where  you  lived  in  November,  1868. 

Ansiver.  Just  at  that  time  I  was  living — do  you  mean  the  time  they  shot  me  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Ansiver.  I  was  living  directly  opposite  John  Robinson's. 

Question.  Where  is  that — in  what  county  ? 

Answer.  Here  in  town — Huntsville. 

Question.  You  speak  of  having  been  shot  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  and  describe  to  the  committee  when  and  under  what  circumstances 
you  were  shot. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  will  begin  and  tell  you  all  about  how  it  came  to  bo,  and  all. 
You  know  we  have  got  some  foolish  colored  people  and  some  pretty  wise  ones.  Just 
about  as  Mr.  Grant  was  going  to  be  elected,  we  were  advising  the  colored  people  who 
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to  vote  for — to  vote  for  justice  and  right,  as  we  thought ;  and  all  the  time  that  I  was 
making  a  speech  down  in  the  court-house  yard  to  them—there  was  a  large  crowd — 
these  white  men  were  standing  off,  cursing  me  and  abusing  me,  and  saying,  "  Every 
time  that  we  get  the  colored  people  right,  some  damn  nigger  gets  up  here  and  spoils 
them  all ;"  and  from  that  they  were  hunting  me  and  getting  after  me  of  nights. 

Question.  What  did  they  mean  by  saying  when  they  got  the  colored  people  right 
some  negro  would  spoil  them  all  ? 

Answer.  We  were  telling  them  how  to  vote,  and  these  men  wanted  them  to  go  the 
way  they  wanted  them  to  vote. 

Question.  And  you  were  making  a  speech  to  the  colored  people  here  in  the  court- 
house yard  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  of  an  audience  had  you  ? 

Answer.  Pretty  large ;  pretty  large ;  and  white  folks  all  around. 

Question.  Listening  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  tell  them  as  to  voting  ? 

Answer.  I  said,  you  all  come  here  to-day  to  hear  the  truth,  to  find  out  who  is  the 
best  man  to  vote  for,  and  I  am  up  before  you  and  I  don^t  want  any  sinking  Peter  or 
doubting  Thomas,  although  we  all  doubt,  but  look  for  the  future  that  is  coming  on 
before  you.  I  said,  remember  you  are  your  own  men,  and  each  of  you  say,  ''  I  am  my 
own  man  now."  Every  day  that  you  lose  is  lost.  There  is  nobody  now  to  give  you 
anything.  Every  day  that  you  take  sick  and  lie  in  your  bed  is  a  day  lost,  for  there  is 
nobody  now  to  give  you  anything.  Your  house-rent,  six  or  seven  dollars  a  month,  is 
going  on  and  nobody  to  pay  it  for  you.  Your  debtors  are  looking  for  the  money.  Now 
look  around  for  yourselves,  and  don't  allow  a  man  to  look  for  you.  Here  you  go  into 
a  store  to  buy  you  a  pound,  or  two  pounds,  or  five  pounds  of  sugar,  and  they  will 
book  against  you,  may  be,  twice  the  amount  that  you  have  to  pay  for  it.  Listen  to 
that,  and  then  go  and  learn  your  children.  You  are  now  too  old  to  learn  yourselves ; 
you  are  not  all  of  you  too  old,  either,  but  you  have  lost  the  good  time  now.  Learn 
•your  children  so  they  can  read  for  you  and  write  for  you,  and  see  if  these  men  book 
wrong  against  you.  I  said  there  was  a  man  called  Judas  Iscariot,  which  crucified  oui 
Lord  and  Master,  and  sold  him  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  and  mind,  now,  and  recol 
lect,  for  if  you  don't  mind,  yoii  will  certainly  be  betraying  your  cause  for  ten  cents— 
not  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver — that  is,  betraying  one  "another  to  the  higher  authority 
for  ten  cents.  Well,  when  I  said  this,  these  men  all  looked  at  me  and  cursed.  I  says 
my  friends,  I  can't  speak  to  you  as  I  want  to  speak,  because  men  is  abusing  me  now] 
but  when  the  election  comes,  lefc  us  go  for  General  Grant.  Well,  they  were  looking  foi 
me  all  around  this  town,  inquiring  where  I  stood. 

Question.  Had  you  been  a  preacher  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  1  belonged  to  the  Baptist  Church. 

Question.  Had  you  been  in  the  habit  of  exhorting  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  praying,  and  so  on. 

Question.  Did  they  look  up  to  you  as  a  kind  of  leader  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Now  I  am  going  to  tell  you  how  I  come  to  be  shot. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  want  to  hear. 

Answer.  I  believe  two  or  three  nights  before  the  election  the  Ku-Klux  came  in 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Saturday  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Saturday  night  before  the  election  there  came  around  the  court- 
house much  of  Ku-Klux. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Of  what  ? 

Answer.  Of  Ku-Klux,  with  hats  as  long  as  that,  [illustrating,]  and  running  up  sharp 
right  up  above  the  head,  and  they  had  a  little  whistle,  that  you  have  seen  sometimes 
in  a  whip-staff  or  butt  for  whistling,  and  they  rode  around  the  courfc-house ;  I  came 
right  in  behind  them,  and  some  one  said  to  me,  *'  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  that 
gun  you  have  got  ?  "  I  didn't  say  a  word,  but  when  I  got  to  the  court-house  gate  I 
said,  "  Hurrah  for  Grant  and  Colfax."  Here  on  the  ground  it  looked  to  me  as  if  there 
was  twenty  or  thirty  men,  and  they  hollered,  "  Halt  there."  I  stopped.  The  Ku-Klux 
had  all  turned  the  corner  then,  and  gone  down  toward  the  market-house,  and  formed  a 
line  clean  from  that  corner  down  to  the  ice-house.  One  man  says, ''  What  is  that  you 
said  ?  "  Says  I,  ''  Hurrah  for  Grant  and  Colfax."  He  says,  "  What  is  that  in  your 
hand?"  Says  I,  ''It  is  a  gun."  Says  he,  "  What  are  you  going  to  do  with  it ? "  I 
says,  "  I  am  not  going  to  injure  no  man  with  it  j  I  don't  know,  unless  he  persecutes 
me."  *  He  said,  "Drop  that."  I  said,  "  No,  sir."  He  said,  "  Give  that  up,  damn  you." 
'  No,  sir,"  says  I.  He  says,  "  God  damn  you,"  and  he  says,  "  Shoot  him,"  and  the  first' 
shot  he  fired,  he  shot  me  right  here,  [side  of  the  head,]  and  turned  me  clean  around, 
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and  the  blood  run  out  of  my  eyes.  I  turned  around  quite  genteel  and  humble,  and 
says,  "  What  are  you  shooting  me  for  V^  He  says,  "  You  didn't  give  up  that  gun."  I 
says,  '^  It's  my  gun ;  I  have  it  to  hunt  squirrels  with."  Then  he  shot  me  right  here  in 
the  arm. 

Question.  The  first  shot  was  in  the  side  of  the  head,  and  the  second  in  the  left  arm  ? 

Ansuwr.  Yes,  sir.  Then  I  went  to  go  across  the  street.  There  was  a  burnt  building 
there.  This  new  house  was  not  put  up  then,  but  it  had  been  burnt.  As  I  went  across 
the  street  opposite  the  court-house  gate,  the  way  there  was  open  so  that  I  could  get 
across  to  the  next  street.  There  is  tvTO  little  places  there  now,  but  not  so  wide  as 
then,  for  a  new  building  has  been  put  there.  As  I  went  across  they  said,  '^  Damn  you, 
stop."  I  looked  around  and  saw  I  was  surrounded.  They  shot  at  my  head,  and 
knocked  me  so  I  was  deaf  for  three  days.  I  was  foolish  deaf,  but  they  missed  me.  One 
came  up,  and  he  put  a  pistol  right  to  my  face,  and  one  jobbed  me  in  the  back  with  a 
pistol  and  shot  it  off.  I  have  the  pistol-ball  now.  [The  witness  exhibits  a  bullet.]  I 
will  pull  off  my  clothes  and  show  you  in  front  on  my  breast  the  mark  where  the  doctor 
cut  it  out.  That  bullet  came  in  at  my  back,  and  came  over  my  shoulder  and  came 
down  here  in  the  front  in  the  breast.  [The  witness  exhibits  a  scar.]  I  gave  Doctor 
Erskine  $10  to  get  it  out.  I  will  show  you  now  where  they  shot  me  in  the  arm.  [Re- 
moving his  coat,  the  witness  showed  a  scar  on  the  forearm.]  You  can  feel  the  bullet  here 
above  the  elbow.  That  was  in  the  joint  of  m^  arm,  but  working  with  the  shovel,  it 
has  got  above  the  elbow.  After  they  shot  me,  then  one  of  the  men  says  to  the  other, 
''  Let  him  alone  ;  he  will  not  be  worth  shucks  in  five  minutes."  I  still  had  my  gun.  I 
wouldn't  give  it  up,  and  wouldn't  fall.  I  went  over,  but  caught  and  didn't  fall. 
They  led  me  by  the  coat-collar  down  to  the  burnt  building.  The  foundation  was 
up  breast-high.  They  run  me  up  on  there.  I  didn't  know  at  first  what  the  man 
was  going  to  do  with  me.  I  thought  he  was  going  to  take  me  out.  I  didn't  know 
he  was  going  to  murder  me.  He  run  me  over  that  place  and  pushed  me  down 
in  a  hole  where  the  bricks  and  rocks  were  to  break  my  neck;  but  I  grabbed  the 
white  man  as  ho  shoved  me,  with  the  gun  and  all,  and  I  fell  and  he  fell  on  top 
of  me.  The  blood  came  out  of  my  mouth,  and  he  beat  me  on  the  head  with  his 
pistol.  He  beat  me  on  the  head  until  at  last  I  said,  "Gentlemen,  I  can't  holler  to 
save  my  life,  but  somebody  will  come  and  take  you."  As  he  raised  his  pistol  to  kill 
me,  I  raised  my  hand  and  catched  it  out  of  his  hand,  and  jerked  it  under  me  as  quick 
as  thought.  I  was  lying  down  with  my  breeches  full  of  blood,  and  helpless.  He  says, 
^'  Where's  that  gun?  Give  me  that  gun  ;"  and  he  pulled  it  out  of  my  hand.  I  says, 
"  You  may  take,  that  gun,  sir,  but  I  will  get  it  again."  He  says, ''  Yes,  God  damn  you ; 
if  you  are  not  dead  when  I  come  back,  I  will  kill  you."  I  laid  there  on  the  flat  of  my 
back  when  he  was  gone.  My  left  arm  was  now  shot  and  I  couldn't  even  fetch  it  around. 
I  got  up  by  degrees  with  the  right  hand  j  I  bent  half  up  and  then  I  fell  flat  down  on  my 
face ;  and  then  I  prayed  to  the  Lord  to  help  me,  and  the  Lord,  it  looked  like,  answered 
my  prayers  right  there,  and  I  got  up  again  and  dragged  along  until  I  got  to  the  house 
close  to  the  market-house.  I  had  the  pistol  still.  I  had  poked  it  down  right  in  be- 
tween the  coat  and  the  shirt  under  me.  When  I  got  in  there^  with  the  blood  coming 
out  of  my  mouth,  I  says  to  the  man,  "  Take  charge  of  this  pistol  until  I  call  for  it. 
Don't  give  it  to  anybody."  In  a  short  time  a  man  comes  ia  and  says,  "  George,  where's 
your  pistol  ?  "  I  couldn't  talk,  but  some  one  said,  "  Lord,  how  bloody  that  man  is ; " 
and  he  run  out  of  the  door.  These  men  had  their  horses  here  in  town.  They  took  off 
their  masks  and  left  them  where  they  had  their  horses  ;  but  these  others  were  in  line 
of  battle,  waiting  to  be  called  for.  By  that  time  the  soldiers  were  coming.  The  com- 
pany was  down  toward  Whitesburgh.  The  soldiers  came  in  and  caught  these  men 
with  their  horses,  and  put  them  in  the  calaboose,  and  while  they  were  there  some  men 
of  the  town  went  in  there  and  turned  them  all  out.  That  is  the  truth,  before  God.  I 
wouldn't  tell  a  lie  for  nothing,  for  I  refused  my  hat  full  of  money  to  vote  on  the  other 
side. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  these  men  who  fired  on  you  ? 

Answer.  I  know  one  of  the  men,  sir ;  and  that  is  a  man  by  the  name  of  Cox,  who 
used  to  keep  a  saddler-shop  in  this  town.  He  was  the  first  man  that  hailed  me  at  the 
court-house  gate.  He  was  a  captain — ^we  called  him  Captain  Cox — what  he  was  over 
I  couldn't  tell. 

Question.  Had  he  any  disguise  on  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  the  man  that  halted  me. 

Question.  Had  any  of  these  men  around  you  disguises  1 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  had  tsiiken  them  off.  The  men  had  their  horses  down  by  the 
market-honse ;  and  they  had  formed  line  of  battle,  and  when  the  soldiers  caught  these 
men  and  shut  them  up,  the  men  here  in  town  turned  them  out  and  gave  them  their 
horses  again. 

Qnmtion.  How  long  were  you  laid  up  with  your  wounds  ? 

Answer.  One  month,  solid,  before  I  got  off  my  back ;  I  couldn't  lay  on  either  siie  or 
I  would  die.  I  had  to  lie  flat  on  the  back  all  the  time,  and  I  had  one  man  bathing  my 
head. 
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Question.  Were  there  many  colored  people  Ku-Klaxed  that  fall  of  1868  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sirj  just  before  the  election,  when  the  speaking  was  here  for  the  elec- 
tion. 

Question.  How  many  colored  men  were  Ku-Kluxed,  so  far  as  you  have  been  informed ; 
how  many  were  visited  or  maltreated  by  the  Ku-Klux  that  fall  ? 

Answer.  I  couldn't  tell  you,  but  a  great  many.    I  couldn^t  tell  you  how  many. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  many  cases  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  many.  While  they  were  speaking  here,  out  at  Mr.  Mor- 
ton's, they  were  shooting  at  the  people  and  they  were  running  across  the  field.  Mr. 
llorton's  people  will  tell  you  that  now. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  the  Ku-Klux  taking  the  r^olored  people's  arms  ? 

Answer.  I  forgot  to  tell  you  they  got  my  gun  too. 

Questimi.  Did  you  never  get  it  back  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  took  it  from  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  custom  that  year  as  to  the  Ku-Klux  taking  from  the  colored 
people  their  arms  of  defense  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  took  a  great  many  arms  from  the  colored  people ;  pistols,  and 
guns,  and  I  don't  know  what.  They  told  me,  "  You  were  a  colored  soldier?"  I  said, 
''I  was  a  soldier,  and  don't  deny  my  name." 

Question.  Had  you  been  in  the  Union  Army  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  Forty-fourth  Colored  Infantrv  ;  €-olonol  Johnson  was  the 
colonel. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  in  the  Union  service  ? 

Ansivcr.  Pretty  near  three  years. 

Qu^tion.  Was  that  generally  known  here  among  the  democrats  't 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  generally  known. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  throw  it  up  to  you  or  blame  you  for  being  in  the  Union  Army  ! 

Answer.  Not  before  that  night,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  that  night  ? 

Answer.  This  man  says  to  me,  ''You  were  a  colored  soldier;  you  was  a  man  that 
fought  against  your  master."  I  said,  ''  Yes,  sir;  I  was  in  the  Union  Army,  and  fought 
for  my  liberty.    I  was  called  and  I  went." 

Question.  Have  you  been  living  here  ever  since  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  living  here  ever  since  I  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at 
Nashville,  a  little  over  six  years. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  spoke  about  makiug  a  speech  here  at  the  court-house  steps? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  after  the  speech  that  you  got  your  gun  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  come  to  the  meeting  first  with  your  gun  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  Ku-Klux  sent  word  in  that  they  were  coming  here  on  Saturday 
night  to  kill  all  the  colored  people  and  radical  white  men.  The  news  came  in  here, 
right  here  in  this  court-room.  I  was  sitting  right  before  this  stand,  and  the  man  was 
speaking.  I  said,  *'  If  they  come  and  catch  us  all  here  they  will  kill  us."  I  told  the 
people  that,  right  here.  In  the  mean  time  they  came  running  up  the  steps  and  said  the 
Ku-Klux  was  coming,  and  caught  one  colored  man  and  scared  him  nearly  to  death. 
They  were  coming  over  Pinhook  Bridge.  A  little  more  and  another  man  said,  "  You 
had  better  stop ;  the  Ku-Klux  is  coming,"  and  every  man  went  to  get  a  gun  to  defend 
himself,  and  I  went  for  my  gun. 

Question.  You  did  not  go  for  your  gun  until  the  Ku-Klux  rode  into  the  town  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  then  you  went  home  to  get  yonr  gun  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  As  you  returned  you  saw  the  Ku-Klux  all  about  the  square  I 

Answer.  When  I  returned  I  came  around  by  the  tavern,  northwest.  The  Ku-Klust 
were  over  here  a^t  the  southeast,  and  I  waited  until  the  last  end  came  to  pass,  and  a 
few  more  was  riding  behind,  like  a  rear-guard,  and  he  says,  [the  witness  imitating  a 
thin,  or  treble,  disguised  voice,]  ''What  are  you  going  to  do  with  that  gunf " 

Question.  Did  the  colored  people  who  were  here  that  Saturday  have  their  arms  before 
they  heard  or  saw  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver,  They  might  have  had  them,  but  I  ii«ver  saw  them  until  that  night. 

Question.  You  did  not  go  for  your  gun  untiTjo^  had  seen  them — until  it  was  reported 
thai  they  were  coming  to  break  up  the  meeitiag  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  true  before  God. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  some  white  people  on  the  outside  of  the  crowd  that  you  wore 
t  alking  to  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  while  I  was  talking  to  the  colored  people  they  made  a  disturbance » 

Question*  They  made  a  disturbance  so  you  could  not  go  on  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  They  said,  "  Damn  him ;  every  time  we  have  the  niggers  all  right 
here  some  one  comes  here  and  spoils  them." 

Question.  When  the  meeting  was  held  here  and  the  speaking  going  on,  there  were 
white  men  standing  around  the  crowd  who  did  not  come  to  the  speaking,  did  they  ? 

Answer.  They  came  to  hear  what  was  going  on. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  firing  of  guns  or  pistols  until  you  were  shot  here  at  the 
corner  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  before  that ;  none  before  they  shot  me.  I  do  believe  in  my  own 
soul  I  was  the  first  one  they  opened  fire  on.  Right  then,  after  they  opened  tire  on  me, 
a  black  man  was  running  across,  to  get  out  of  the  way,  to  the  mayor's  office,  right  across 
the  street,  and  they  shot  him  in  the  back,  dead. 

Question.  These  Ku-Klux  down  on  the  square  and  by  the  market  did  not  do  any 
firing  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  those  with  the  masks  on. 

Question.  The  men  that  did  not  have  the  masks  on  did  the  firing  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  they  taken  off  their  masks  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  it.    They  had  got  off  their  horses  and  taken  off  their  masks. 

Question.  They  had  dismounted,  and  were  about  the  court-house  and  about  the 
streets  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  one  of  them  was  the  man  who  was  murdering  me,  and  at  the 
time  somebody  shot  this  Cox  he  hollered  out,  ''  Cease  firing,  boys ;  I  am  shot."  Then 
the  Ku-Klux  went  out  of  town.  These  men  went  for  their  horses,  and  the  soldiers 
stopped  trhem  at  the  market-house. 

Question.  How  many  did  the  soldiers  arrest  that  night  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  three.  Their  horses  were  found  in  the  stable.  They  were  on 
the  horses,  and  they  took  the  horses  away  from  them,  and  they  put  them  in  the  cala- 
boose, and  some  people  in  the  town  turned  them  out. 

Question.  This  happened  on  the  Saturday  night  before  General  Grant's  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  is  this  Mr.  Cox  now  ? 

Answer,  He  has  gone  away  from  here.  They  had  him  up  on  security  to  stand.  He 
stood  two  courts,  but  last  May  he  went  away,  and  when  court  came  on  he  couldn't  be 
found,  and  I  am  here. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  colored  people  killed  that  night  ? 

Answer,  One  was. 

Question.  Was  Cox  the  only  white  man  wounded  ? 

Answer.  The  only  one  wounded,  and  Itlr.  Thurlow,  of  Limestone. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Judge  Thurlow  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  was  shot  here,  below  the  stomach,  and  died. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Who  was  presiding  over  the  meeting  before  the  disturbance  ? 

Answer,  Before  the  disturbance  we  went  down  to  Mr.  Joseph  Bradley  and  a  man 
named  George  Williams,  and  Mr.  Bradley  said  he  was  crippled  and  couldn't  come  down 
to  attend.     He  was  president  of  the  meeting  in  the  day-time. 

Question,  You  had  had  a  meeting  in  the  day-time  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  j  and  one  at  night.  I  couldn't  tell  who  was  president  that  night. 
When  the  interruption  came  up  everything  went  out  of  my  mind. 

[Pending  the  further  examination  of  this  witness  the  committee  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow, Tuesday,  October  10, 1871,  at  9  o'clock,  when  the  committee  having  reassem- 
bled, the  examination  of  George  Roper  was  resumed,  as  follows :] 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  George,  I  understood  you  to  say  last  evening,  on  direct  examination,  that 
you  were  one  of  the  men  making  si^eeches  here  on  the  Saturday  evening  of  the  riot  ? 

Ansiver.  I  didn't  make  speeches  on  that  Saturday  evening,  but  before  that,  at  the 
time  General  Callis  and  Captain  Applegate  were  running  for  Congress ;  that  is  the 
time  I  was  making  speeches.  The  time  when  the  general  speeches  were  made  here  I 
was  listening. 

Question.  Did  you  not  say  you  were  making  speeches  in  the  court-house  the  evening 
thatthe  riot  took  place  ? 

Ansyoer,  No,  sir ;  not  that  night.  I  said  I  was  making  speeches  here,  and  the  people 
owed  me  a  grudge  for  the  speech  I  made  to  the  colored  people  outside  of  the  court- 
house. 

Question.  That  speech  had  been  made  nearly  a  year  before  ? 
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Answer,  It  was  made  just  before  General  Callis  was  elected. 

Question.  Was  he  not  elected  in  February,  1868,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  could  not  recollect. 

Question.  At  the  time  the  constitution  of  Alabama  was  voted  on? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  time  I  made  the  speech. 

Qu4i8tion.  Was  not  Grant^s  election  in  November,  1868  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  that  is  the  time  I  came  and  listened. 

Question.  Y^ou  did  not  make  a  speech  that  day  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  that  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  it  offered  you  your  hat  full  of  money  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket? 

Answer.  Nobody.  I  told  the  boys  around :  ^'  Boys,  have  good  principles ;  hold  your 
head  upright,  for  if  I  was  offered  to-day  my  hat  full  of  money  for  my  princi^e  I 
would  not  sell  it." 

Question.  You  said :"  I  wouldn't  tell  a  lie  for  nothing,  for  I  refused  my  hat  full  of 
money  to  vote  on  the  other  side."    Why  did  you  make  that  statement  yesterday? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  you  misunderstood  me  fairly.  I  said  to  the  colored  people  that  I 
woilldn't  take  my  hat  full  of  money — I  refused  my  hat  full  of  money — for  my  prin- 
ciples. That  is  what  I  say.  You  misunderstood  me  entirely,  and  misunderstood  me 
so  far  as  to  say  I  made  a  speech  up  here  in  the  court-room.  I  was  speaking  outside 
the  day  General  Callis  and  Mr.  Applegate  was  running,  and  then  I  said :  ''  Hold  up 
your  head,  for  I  wouldn't  take  it,  and  I  refused  my  hat  full  of  money  for  my  prin- 
cij)les ;"  but  no  man  offered  me  that. 

Question.  Can  you  read  or  write  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  get  your  information  sufficient  to  be  a  political  teacher  ' 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  from  going  and  seeking  to  God  for  what  little  wisdom  I  have — 
mother's  wisdom.  I  have  got  no  learning.  I  havn't  learning  as  much  as  a  school-boy ; 
but  seeking  to  God  night  and  day  for  what  little  1  has  got,  and  I  wouldn't  tell  you 
nor  no  man  a  lie,  for  I  have  been  tried ;  and  the  reason  I  said  so  was  because  the  boys 
were  doubtful,  and  didn't  know  what  way  they  were  going;  and  that  is  the  time  my 
mother's  wisdom  came  in  and  I  said:  "  Boys,  come  here  and  vote  the  ticket  right, for 
this  morning  I  wouldn't  take  my  hat  full  of  money  for  my  principles." 

Question.  Being  unable  to  read  or  write,  and  having  none  of  the  ordinary  sources  of 
obtaining  information,  you  looked  to  the  Lord  for  it  and  got  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  Lord  heard  your  prayers  ? 

Answer.    Yes,  sir.    I  can  tell  you  where  He  fetched  me. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  He  fetched  me  from  hell's  dark  door  to  the  marvelous  light,  so  that  things  I 
thought  in  sinful  days,  when  I  came  to  the  light  of  God  I  said  all  that  is  fallen  back 
of  me,  and  now  I  start  myself  right  before  everybody. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  cases  of  colored  people  in  this  land  where  the 
Lord  has  instilled  political  knowledge  into  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Many  has  come  through  the  way,  and  some  of  them  said  the  Lord 
sent  them  to  preach  the  Gospel,  but  they  can't  read  or  write. 

Question.  I  can  understand  how  He  interferes  with  preaching,  but  what  object  do 
you  think  He  had  in  interfering  with  politics,  and  filling  your  mind  with  political 
wisdom  ? 

Answer.  Because  why  ?  I  fought  for  my  liberty,  and  have  been  all  through  the 
Army.  And  what  did  my  captain  and  colonel  tell  me  :  "George,"  he  said,  "the  day 
you  are  turned  of  service  be  right,  be  pure  to  God,  and  just  to  all  men.  Hold  up  your 
head.    Touch  not  and  handle  nothing  of  the  unclean  thing." 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  Colonel  Callis  was  the  Lord  that  put  the  political  wis- 
dom in  your  head  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  that  Colonel  Callis  did;  but  mostly  I  was  with 
Colonel  Johnson,  that  lought  our  Army. 

Question.  Whatever  you  know  outside  of  what  the  Lord  gave  you,  you  picked  up 
from  other  people's  talk  ? 

Answer.  Not  much  from  other  people,  because  they  can't  learn  mo  ? 

Question.  You  cannot  read  or  write  ? 

Ansiver.  But  the  pureness  of  heart  must  come  from  God. 

Question.  Other  people  may  tell  you  something.  George,  what  I  want  to  get  at  is, 
when  you  were  making  speeches  to  your  colored  brethren  touching  the  poLtics  of  the 
coiintry,  telling  them  how  to  vote,  and  the  rules  upon  which  they  ought  to  act,  you 
being  unable  to  read  and  write  yourself,  and  having  none  of  the  ordinary  means  of 
information,  how  could  you  get  political  information  except  from  Colonel  Callis  and 
people  like  him? 
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AnMve^\  Colonel  Callis  never  spoke  to  me  about  that. 

Question.  You  got  it  from  conversation  or  spiritual  influence,  which  was  it  ? 

Answer,  In  regard  to  what  I  know  as  much  as  I  do,  I  can  speak  proper,  because  I  am 
a.  half  Indian  anyhow  and  African  too.  I  was  following  my  master  all  along,  and  he 
was  a  great  lawyer ;  btit  I  remember  one  word  he  told  me  ;  that  word  will  carry  me  a 
long  ways.  He  says,  ^'A  man  can  get  into  a  good  deal  of  difficulty  if  he  sees  the  point 
of  coming  out ;  but  if  he  don't  see  the  point  of  coming  out,  he  ought  not  to  go  into 
none,"  and  he  says,  "George,  follow  me;  look  and  study  yourself,  and  learn  in  case  you 
shall  want  to  be  in  some  difficulty  how  this  will  come  out."  From  going  along  through 
court  and  all,  I  learned  a  heap  ;  by  coming  to  court  with  him,  I  learned  a  heap  of  sug- 
gestions for  a  man  to  carry  himself  upright  in  the  world  before  men. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  all  the  testimony  you  gave  yesterday  as  to  the  time  you 
were  shot  w^as  of  the  time  of  the  riot  here  on  the  Saturday  night  before  Grant's  elec- 
tion ? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  That  all  occurred  in  this  town  and  around  the  square  of  the  court-house, 
where  we  are  sitting? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  All  the  shooting  that  took  place  was  here  by  ihe  court-house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  right  out  there  by  the  north  gate. 

Question.  Was  not  the  court-house  full  of  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  yard  too  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  the  yard,  but  the  court-room  was  full  until  the  alarm  came  that 
the  Ku-Klux  were  coming,  and  the  word  was  that  they  were  at  Pinhook  bridge.  I  was 
then  sitting  in  this  court-room  about  where  you  sit,  and 

Question.  Never  mind  that ;  you  will  have  a  chance  to  tell  it  all. 

Answer.  When  the  alarm  came  they  came  to  the  door  and  said,  "  The  Ku-Klux  are 
coming."  It  was  a  strange  w^hite  man  that  was  speaking  on  the  stand  ;  who,  I  can't 
tell ;  and  then  there  came  another  word  that  "  the  Ku-Klux  is  coming,"  and  the  man 
was  still  speaking  on,  and  the  folks  were. going  out  one  by  one,  and  at  length  the  last 
word  came,  ''  You  had  better  leave,  the  Ku-Klux  is  now  in  town ;"  then  I  got  right  up 
over  there,  and  said  to  the  speaker,  *'  Don't  speak  no  more,  because  we  can't  stay.  The 
Ku-Klux  is  coming,  and  maybe  might  interrupt  as  they  said" — that  is,  the  Ku-Klux 
baid.  I  immediately  went  down  stairs,  and  then  all  broke  up  and  rushed  down  the 
Ktairs  to  the  place,  and  we  got  in  the  court-house  yard,  and  by  that  time  they  were 
going  by  Mr.  Ezell's,  and  I  went  up  this  lane  and 

Question.  I  do  not  ask  for  all  that  history.  The  question  is,  if  the  court-house  was 
not  full  of  people ;  was  there  not  a  large  number  in  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  right  smart;  but  when  the  Ku-Klux  came,  a  pretty  smart  share  was 
getting  out  of  it. 

Question.  Were  not  the  citizens  from  all  around  the  town  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  White  and  black  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  least  to  the  number  of  one  thousand  or  fifteen  hundred  people? 

Answer.  A  right  smart ;  I  don't  kno\v^  how  many. 

Question.  It  was  a  great  crowd  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  that  matter  relative  to  the  riot  that  night  and  the  shooting  all 
investigated  by  General  Ruger,  and  the  .testimony  all  taken  down  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  by  speaking,  I  don't  know  that  of  the  ordinary  speech. 

Question.  Did  not  General  Ruger  investigate  the  whole  of  that  trouble  here  that 
night  ?    Did  you  not  hear  that,  at  least  ? 

Ansioer.  I  can't  tell,  for  I  was  shot  so  bad  I  was  lying  down  on  my  back  then. 

Question.  You  know  Judge  Haralson  to  be  a  republican  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  Judge  Haralson  investigate  the  whole  matter  and  have  it  tried 
before  the  grand  jury,  and  did  they  not  find  a  large  number  of  indictments  before  the 
grand  jury,  and  indict  you  along  with  the  others  i 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  employ  Mr.  Low^e  and  Mr.  Richardson  to  delend  you  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  did  you  employ  ? 

Answer.  I  went  to  them,  and  Mr.  Lowe  asked  me  so  much  money  I  hadn't  it  to  pay 
to  him.  Understand  me  right,  I  hadn't  the  money.  I  told  him,  "No,  sir;  I  havn't 
the  money."  I  says,  "  I  will  give  it  up  to  the  hands  of  the  judge,  and  let  him  put  some- 
body to  plead  the  case,"  and  immediately  after  that  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Humphries,  that 
;s  now  at  Washington  City. 

Qiff^tion.  .liulge  Ilamphries  f 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  said  "Judge,  Ihavn't  but  very  small  money;  none  at  all;  but  if 
you  will  be  a  lawyer  for  me  and  take  my  case  in  your  hand,  I  will  pay  you  what  I  have 
and  work  the  balance  out."  The  judge  told  me,  "  Yes,  George,  I  will  take  it  in  hand,'' 
and  when  they  came  in  here  and  1  came  to  court,  they  put  it  off. 

Question.  Judge  Humphries  was  your  lawyer  ? 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  to  these  gentlemen  first,  and  Judge  Humi^hries  was  then  your 
counsel? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  Were  yon  not  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Judge  Thuiiow  ? 

Ansivei\  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  indictment  against  you  for  ? 

Answer.  The  indictment  was  against  me  because  1  had  a  gun  in  my  hand. 

Question.  Were  you  not  indicted  for  shooting  1? 

Answer.  I  didn't  shoot  anybody. 

Question.  Did  you  not  shoot  at  Cox  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  rather  brag  how  you  were  the  man  that  shot  Cox  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't. 

Question.  Never? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  case,  however,  you  think,  was  investigated  by  the  military  ? 

Ansiver.   Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  then  the  grand  jury  investigated  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  found  indictments,  and  one  against  you  along  with  the  others  ! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Judge  Haralson  had  it  before  his  court  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  on  the  day  it  occurred  large  numbers  of  citizens,  white  and  black, 
republicans  and  democrats,  were  all  around  the  court-house  square  and  saw  it  ? 

Ansiver.  They  were  around  here. 

Question.  They  could  see  it  ? 

Answer.  Y-es,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  why  you,  a  person  unable  to  read  and  write,  and  indicted 
as  you  were,  should  be  selected  here  now  after  all  that  investigation,  in  preference  to 
everybody  else  to  tell  this  committee  what  occurred  on  that  night  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  can't  read  or  write. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  you  should  be  selected  to  inform  Congress 
and  the  country  in  relation  to  that  atfair,  in  preference  to  all  the  intelligent  men  of  this 
community? 

Answer.  To  tell  the  truth  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  wliy  you  should  be  selected  in  preference  to  everybody  alse  ? 

Answer.  AVell,  sir,  yoa  are  rather  high  on  that ;  selected  how ? 

Question.  Why  you  were  selected  or  chosen  to  come  here  and  enlighten  Congress  and 
the  people  on  that  riot? 

Answer.  Because  I  tbink  it  stands  in  need  of  every  man,  even  you,  if  you  have  a 
child,  and  you  see  he  is  not  going  right,  to  correct  him  to  do  right ;  and  just  the  same 
if  the  people  is  not  right,  and  I  know  a  little  more  than  they  do,  I  tell  them. 

Question.  You  think  you  know  a  little  more  than  other  people? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  know  a  little  more  of  our  race,  and  many  of  them  don^t  know 
ncjthing.  It  is  no  more  than  any  gentleman  would  do,  seeing  a  child  in  the  streets,  and 
not  knowing  its  way,  would  go  and  tell  it. 

Question.  Was  not  Mr.  Figures  here,  the  editor  of  vour  paper,  who  might  have  been 
called.? 

Answiv.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  Was  not  Colonel  Nicholas  Davis  here  present  at  the  meeting  on  that  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  Nick  Davis  is  hero. 

Question.  Was  not  a  large  number  of  very  intelligent  republicans  present  at  tliat 
meeting — white  men  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Men  who  could  read  and  write,  and  advise  themselves  from  the  sources  of 
information  from  which  you  were  cut  off? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  you  know  as  much,  or  half  as  much,  as  they  do? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't  know  half  as  much  about  some  things. 

Question.  On  the  subject  of  that  riot  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  but  1  know  so  much  as  this ;  that  when  I  was  telling  these  colored 
people,  I  thought  it  was  my  duty  to  tell  the  colored  people  the  right  from  the  wrong. 
Why,  sir,  just  look.    You  talk  to  me  of  that ;  look  at  last  year,  how  the  people  was 
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suffocated  here.  Everything  in  the  world  that  some  of  them  had  was  brought  here  to 
the  court-house  door ;  even  the  corn  and  the  piece  of  meat  was  taken  from  them  and 
brought  up  and  sold.  Men  in  the  store  took  everything  from  them  on  the  lien  of  the 
crop,  and  all  through  Alabama  the  colored  men  were  broken  up.  Men's  goods  were 
taken  and  sold  that  had  steers,  and  cows,  and  horses,  and  hog^,  and  little  wagons,  and 
big  wagons,  and  mules — all  were  rolled  up  here  and  sold;  and  that  was  done  since 
peace  and  the  election.  Everything  was  bought,  and  they  were  turned  off  to  the 
ground  again.  Then,  shall  I  tell  the  people  to  go  along,  if  I  have  a  little  more  sense 
than  they  have? 

Question,  You  say  this  man  graj^pled  with  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  shot  me  in  the  head. 

Question.  That  was  at  the  court-house  gate  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  as  I  came  into  the  court-house  gate  with  my  gun  in  my  hand. 

Question.  AVas  he  disguised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    They  called  him  Captain  Cox. 

Question.  Was  any  man  disguised  in  the  court-house  yard  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  all  outside. 

Question.  AYere  there  any  men  on  horseback,  of  all  the  disguised  men,  who  fired  a  guu, 
so  far  as  you  saw  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  because  I  was  so  mucli  engaged  with  fear;  and  they  were  trying  to 
kill  me,  holloing,  ^^Kill  him,  kill  him,  kill  him!"  and  I  had  to  look  at  that  man,  and 
beg  him  not  to  kill  me." 

Question.  The  men  who  were  firing  in  the  court-house  yard,  and  about  the  streets, 
were  men  who  had  no  disguises  on  ? 

Answer.  Those  that  fired  on  me  had  none  on. 

Question^  Did  anybody  that  you  saw  fire  have  a  disguise  on  ? 

Answer.  "No,  sir. 

Question.  Then,  why  did  you  call  them  Ku-Klux  that  did  the  firing  ? 

Answer.  Because  it  was  one  of  them  that  was  beating  me.  The  last  man  that  took 
me — I  didn't  fall  dead  at  the  shot,  but  they  took  me  down  to  the  lower  edge  of  the 
Donnegan  Block  that  was  burned  then,  and  chucked  me  down  in  a  hole,  and  I  catclied 
hold  of  him,  and  he  fell  on  me,  and  I  was  bleeding  like  unto  death  ;  and  I  says,  "  I  can't 
hollo ;  you  are  murdering  me."  I  says,  "  You  shot  me  enough,  and  I  am  bound  to  die." 
He  says,  ''Yes,  God  damn  you,  give  me  that  gun."  I  says,  "No,  I  am  bound  to  die 
right  now ;  let  my  gun  lie  by  me." 

Question.  You  have  told  that. 

Answer.  But  you  asked  me,  and  I  am  obliged  to  come  out  that  way,  because  I  can't 
lie. .  I  says,  "  Look  over  there ;  somebody  will  come  in  and  catch  you  directly."  He 
looked  over,  and  ho  kept  beating  me  witli  his  pistol.  I  knocked  it  out  of  his  hand 
with  my  fist,  and  then  put  it  under  me;  and  he  says,  "Where's  my  pistol,  God 
damn  you  ?"  I  says,  "  Your  pistol  must  have  fallen  over  on  the  bricks."  I  said,  "  Let 
me  alone,  for  you  are  beating  me  up  here,  and  murdering  me ;  I  can't  hollo  to  save 
my  life."    He  jumped  up  and  snatched  my  gun  from  me.    I  says,  "  Look  Iiere 

Question.  You  have  told  all  that,  and  if  you  will  agree  not  to  go  over  all  that  narra- 
tive again,  I  will  agree  not  to  ask  you  another  question. 

Anstver.  I  am  going  to  tell  it  all  over,  because  I  tell  you  I  was  treated  shameful,  as  you 
see.  But  you  asked  me  about  it,  and  I  am  one  of  those  men  that  comes  right  out.  Go 
through  the  town  and  ask  here.  I  am  one  of  those  men,  as  sure  as  you  are  born.  I 
tell  you,  as  sure  as  God  is  over  my  head,  I  am  not  afraid  of  any  but  Him  in  the 
world 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  you  acquitted  or  convicted  on  that  indictment  ? 
Answer.  I  left  it  to  the  gentlemen  here  in  the  house. 
Question.  Were  you  cleared  ? 
Aiwiccr.  Yes,  sir,  I  thought  so. 


Hunts viLLE,  Alabama,  October  10, 1871. 
LEONARD  L.  WEIR  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 
Answm'.  In  Limestone  County. 
Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 
Answer.  About  eighteen  years. 
Question.  What  office  do  you  hold  ? 

Answer.  Justice  of  the  peace.  C^  r>.r>.t-i\r> 
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Question.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ? 

Answer.  I  received  the  appointment  under  the  provisional  goyernment — Governor 
Parsons.  I  don^t  think  there  has  been  any  election  since,  and  I  am  holding  it  now 
under  the  appointment  of  Governor  Smith. 

Question.  When  were  you  first  appointed  justice  of  the  peace? 

Answer.  In  1865. 

Question.  Are  you  a  nativ^e  of  a  northern  or  a  southern  State  ? 

Ansiver.  Tennessee  ;  a  southern  State. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  now  the  particulars  of  the  outrages  said  to  have  been 
committed  upon  your  person,  and  to  commence  with  the  first  one. 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  on  the  31st  day  of  March  last  I  was  attacked  and  tied  by  a  party 
of  eight  men,  and  taken  out  at  Basham's  shop.  I  was  taken  to  the  woods,  and  stripped 
and  whipped. 

Question.  Were  the  men  disguised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  these  men  were  not  disguised. 

Question.  Did  you  know  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Please  give  their  names. 

Answer.  Samuel  Moore,  Frank  L.  Gibson,  William  S.  Blair,  James  Bradford,  Pink 
Johnson  ;  (he  goes  by  that  namej  I  don^t  know  whether  his  name  is  Pinkney  rightly, 
or  not.  I  think  it  is  stated  before  the  court  Pink  or  Pinkney;)  Budd  Harlan — ^he  was 
a  stranger  to  me ;  he  had  not  been  in  the  neighborhood  more  than  two  or  three  weeks 
— James  Kelley. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Was  he  colored? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Please  designate  the  colored  ones. 

Answer.  Lewus  Bradford 

Question.  Colored? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  makes  eight,  I  believe. 

Question.  Which  were  colored  ? 

Answer.  Kelley  and  Bradford. 

Question.  Were  there  not  three  colored  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  six  white  men  and  two  colored. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Proceed  with  your  narrative.   . 

Ansiver.  Well,  after  the  whipping  was  over,  they  gave  me  my  orders ;  first,  that  if  I 
ever  divulged  the  secret  of  their  whipping  me,  or  gave  their  names,  they  would  kill 
ine. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  What  did  they  whii>  you  with  ?  State  the  whipping  a  little  more  partic- 
ularly. 

Ansiver.  Well,  they  whipped  me  with  hickories  from  three  and  a  half  to  four  feet 
long,  down  to,  I  suppose,  two  feet ;  some  of  them  were  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in 
diameter  at  the  butt.  Toward  the  last  there  was  one  of  them — this  man  Blair — he  had 
prepared  his  whip  some  time  before  I  was  tied — twisted  hickory  withes — and  he 
whipped  me  with  that,  with  the  limber  end — the  tip-end  of  it.  But  he  turned  the 
butt  of  it  then,  toward  the  last.  Harlan  had  a  straight  hickory  switch,  not  less  than 
three  and  a  half  feet  long,  with  three  prongs  fifteen  or  eighteen  inches  long  at  the  tip 
of  it.  It  was  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  diameter  at  the  butt,  and  he  used  the 
butt  of  that  on  me  toward  the  last.  The  whipping  amounted  to  this  :  they  made  the 
negroes  whip  me  first ;  they  whipped  very  lightly  and  reluctantly,  and  begged  the 
white  men  to  release  them  from  it ;  that  it  seemed  to  be  an  unpleasant  task ;  that  it 
was  not  right ;  but  the  white  men  would  order  them  to  whip,  and  whip  harder.  Then 
they  would  strike  harder  for  a  few  licks,  and  then  ease  up.  They  seemed  to  get  en- 
raged then,  and  they  dismissed  the  negroes  from  the  whipping,  and  they  let  in.  There 
were  from  three  to  five,  as  I  could  get  my  head  around  to  see  how  many  were  whip- 
|)ing.  I  could  not  tell  the  licks  that  were  coming,  but  there  were  several  at  it ;  there 
were  three  to  five  at  one  time  struck  me.  The  small  part  of  my  back,  and  my  hips, 
were  beaten  ;  the  hide  was  not  broken,  but  beaten  so  it  bled  a  little,  thickened,  jellied, 
and  bruised ;  thickened  up  as  thick  as  my  hand,  so  I  could  not  sit  down  easily  for 
three  weeks. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  About  how  many  strokes  were  made  ? 

Ansiver.  I  would  say  not  less  than  three  hundred,  but  I  kept  no  count.  I  do  not  wisli 
to  exaggerate  it. 

Question.  How  long  did  this  whipping  continue? 
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Answer.  That  is  a  pretty  hard  question  to  answer,  under  the  circumstances  ,•  hxit  not 
less  than  three-quarters  of  an  hdur. 

Question,  Did  all  the  white  men  take  a  hand  at  it  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  this  man  Moore  seemed  to  he  the  commander  of  the  concern.  He 
stood  off  some  four  or  five  or  maybe  six  feet.  I  could  see  his  position,  standing  there.  Ho 
didn^t  say  anything  except  when  they  first  commenced.  I  asked  them  not  to  strip  me, 
and  he  remarked,  ^'  Those  clothes  have  never  done  any  harm.  We  don't  want  to  hurt 
them." 

Question.  Moore  did  not  whip  you  himself  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  all  the  remaining  white  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  all  the  remaining  white  men  took  a  hand,  first  and  last. 

Question.  Wha.t  did  they  do  with  you  after  you  were  whipped  f 

Answer,  The  first  order  they  gave  me  was,  that  if  I  told  on  them,  if  I  said  anything 
about  it  to  expose  them,  that  they  would  kill  me  j  and  one  party,  I  think  it  was  John- 
son, said,  **  Yes,  we  will  hang  you  next  time.  I  was  looking  at  a  very  suitable  tree  as 
we  came  along."  Bradford  remarked,  "  No,  squire,  don't  you  say  anything  about  it." 
Says  he,  *'I  know  more  than  you  do."  That  was  the  first  order,  the  killing.  The  next 
was,  that  I  had  to  appear  at  the  next  circuit  court  to  give  evidence  against  certain  par- 
ties that  were  in  jail,  the  Wisdoms.  1  told  them  I  appeared  there  four  or  five  days 
at  a  former  trial,  and  had  never  been  called  upon  as  a  witness,  and  had  given  bond  and 
been  discharged  by  the  commissioners,  and  that  I  knew  nothing  of  the  case.  Gibson 
said,  "By  God,  we  know  better.  You  do  know,  and  you  have  got  to  tell  it."  That  was 
all  of  that  order. 

Question,  What  prosecution  did  they  refer  to  where  you  •  had  been  recognized  as  a 
witness  ? 

Answer,  They  referred  to  some  men  taken  up  by  Gibson  and  others,  about  twelve 
months  ago,  and  put  in  jail,  charged  with  wearing  disguises. 

Question.  Had  you  been  subpoenaed  as  a  witness  for  the  State  in  that  case  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  attended  four  days  before  the  judge  of  our  county  court.  I  was 
]iot  called  then  as  a  witness.  Mr.  Coleman,  who  is  here  in  town  now,  was  assistant  in 
the  prosecution,  and  he  didn't  deem  my  evidence  important  at  all,  and  I  was  not  called 
upon.    I  then  gave  bond  for  my  appearance  before  the  grand  jury. 

Question,  And  this  man  was  afraid  you  would  appear  as  a  witness  in  that  case  ? 

Answer,  He  wanted  me  to  appear  and  give  evidence  against  them.  I  had  plead  all 
the  time  that  I  knew  nothing,  and  had  never  seen  them,  which  I  was  ready  to  swear 
then  and  now,  and  that  I  never  saw  that  party,  nor  either  of  the  parties  who  were 
accused,  for  six  weeks  prior  to  the  time  they  were  reported  to  be  going  in  disguise ;  I 
was  ignorant  of  that. 

Question.  Why  was  he  anxious  that  you  should  appear  as  a  witness  in  that  case  ? 

Answer,  I  don't  know  any  other  cause  except  that  one  of  the  Wisdoms  had  boarded 
at  my  house  about  two  months  prior  to  that  time.  We  were  friendly  as  men  could 
be,  and,  to  go  into  a  little  private  matter,  it  was  thought  that  Mr.  Wisdom  and  a 
daughter  of  mine  would  marry,  and  they  had  taken  it  for  granted  from  these  circum- 
stances that  I  knew  all  or  something  of  these  men's  secret  movements.  I  don't  know 
any  other  cause,  but  that  was  spoken  of  as  a  rumor  in  the  neighborhood,  or  by  these 
parties. 

Question,  I  want  to  know  the  nature  of  that  prosecution,  and  why  they  were  anxious 
that  you  should  appear  against  them  as  a  witness. 

Answer,  They  had,  from  report,  been  riding  around — well,  I  will  have  to  go  back  of 
that  for  some  two  or  three  months ;  yes,  I  will  have  to  go  back  further  than  that— — 

Question,  I  will  not  pre^  that  question. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  You  need  not  go  back  so  far ;  just  go  on. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  were  telling  of  the  second  order  they  gave  you ;  proceed. 

Answer.  The  next  order  or  condition  they  put  upon  me  was,  that  they  would  hold 
me  responsible  for  any  devilment  or  mischief  that  should  be  done  in  that  neighborhood 
after  that  time.  These  were  all  the  conditions  that  they  put  on  me.  Under  these  con- 
ditions, knowing  the  character  of  the  men  as  well  as  I  did,  I  didn't  feel  safe  in  staying 
at  or  about  home,  and  I  left  my  home,  and  left  the  county.  I  remained  absent  for  two 
months,  and  during  that  time  the  people  had  taken  hold  of  this  thing  and  inquired. 
It  had  got  public,  and  the  officers  and  others  about  Athens  took  the  matter  in  hand, 
find  had  my  daughter  taken  to  Athens,  and  she  laid  in  complaint,  and  the  prosecution 
eommejiced. 

Question.  Before  you  come  to  that,  you  may  go  back  and  state  what  was  the  cause 
these  men  alleged  at  the  time  they  were  whipping  you. 

Ansicer.  The  cause  against  me  started  in  this  way;  I  had  been  at  work  for  this 
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William  S.  Blair  for  some  time,  aud  lie  had  failed  to  come  up  to  his  contract.  I  was 
working  for  corn  on  a  special  contract.  I  was  to  liave  a  certain  amount  of  corn  in  the 
way  of  my  work. 

Question.  What  was  your  trade  ? 

Ansice7\  Carpenter.  He  kept  dilly-dallying  about  it,  and  put  me  off  from  time  to 
time  until  I  became  fretted  and  mad  about  it,  and  gave  him  some  pretty  sharp  words 
about  it  on  several  occasions.  Meantime,  he  aud  this  man,  Sam  Moore,  were  running  a 
<iistillery.  I  had  got  through  with  his  work,  and  I  began  to  work  in  the  shop,  stock- 
ing plows  and  so  on,  and  a  good  many  customers  at  the  shop ;  there  is  a  blacksmith 
shop  carried  on  in  connection  with  my  wood-work.  The  blacksmith  was  a  drinking 
man,  and  I  was  in  the  habit  at  that  time  of  indulging  myself  to  some  extent.  Friends 
would  come  in  and  I  must  treat  around,  and  I  could  get  whisky  or  brandy  whenever 
I  wanted  it.  They  promised  to  pay  me,  and  would  pay  me  in  that  way.  I  saw  that 
this  was  consuming  my  labor,  and  nothing  was  coming  in.  I  told  ray  wife  then  that  I 
wanted  her  to  go  to  Moore  and  Blair,  and  forbid  them  selling  me  any  whisky.  She 
had  the  right  to  do  that,  and  I  told  her  to  do  it.  I  told  her  I  wanted  to  get  out  of  that 
thing.  She  did  so.  This  man  Basham,  that  was  carrying  on  the  shop,  took  pretty 
serious  exception  to  that  thing,  and  made  some  remarks  that  were  unpleasant,  and  he 
and  T  had  a  falling  out.  Meantime,  Moore  and  Blair  were  mad,  and  kept  getting  worse, 
and  I  finally  quit  working  for  them  at  all.  They  would  keep  bringing  work  to  the 
shop — wagons ;  they  had  wagons  ;  each,  I  think  had  a  wagon  at  the  shop  for  me  to 
repair.  I  would  not  touch  them.  I  just  came  out  square,  and  told  them  1  would  not 
work  for  Moore  and  Blair  any  more,  but  finally  I  did  help  Basham  repair  one  wagon,  but 
I  worked  for  Basham.  About  the  time  that  it  was  finished  Basham  and  myself  had  a 
worse  falling  out,  and  I  moved  my  tools  out  of  the  shop,  and  moved  them  up  home,  aud 
got  entirely  out  the  shebang,  and  went  on  with  my  work  there,  and  was  up  there  two 
weeks  before  the  commencement  of  that  difficulty.  1  was  at  home  about  two  weeks  before 
that.  About  one  week  before  this  abuse  took  place  there  was  a  friend  of  mine—  a  neigh- 
bor— who  came  to  me  one  evening,  and  said,  "  Squire,  they  have  got  some  pretty  serious 
charges  against  you,  and  if  I  was  in  your  place  I  would  leave  the  country."  I  said,  "  I  shall 
do  no  such  thing.  What  are  the  charges  V  He  up  and  told  me  they  were  circulating  the 
report  that  I  had  tried  to  induce  a  negro  that  worked  for  Blair  and  Moore  to  take  a 
couple  of  mules  and  leave  the  country,  and  some  other  things  of  a  scandalous  nature, 
but  not  so  bad  as  that.  I  said,  '^It  is  a  lie,  and  you  know  it  is  false,  and  I  am  not 
going  to  leave;  they  can't  saddle  such  a  thing  on. me.  If  I  go  away,  they  will  have 
the  thing  just  as  they  w^ant  it.''  He  insisted  that  I  should  leave  or  I  would  suffer.  I 
did  not  ask  him  in  what  way,  but  I  went  right  straight  to  investigating  the  matter.  I 
went  to  old  Doctor  Blair,  the  father  of  Bill  Blair,  and  asked  him  what  he  had  heard 
about  it.  It  should  have  emanated  from  or  through  him  in  some  way.  He  had  not 
heard  anything  of  the  stealing,  or  my  wanting  the  negro  to  take  the  mules  and  go  with 
lao  anywhere,  but  that  I  had  merely  met  the  negro  somewhere  on  the  road  to  mill, 
and  told  him  to  leave  the  team  and  quit  working  for  Bill  Blair ;  to  go  along  home 
where  he  belonged.  Says  I,  "  It  is  false  j  I  have  never  seen  that  negro  on  the  road  at 
all.  I  have  never  seen  anything  of  him.  I  don't  scarcely  know  him.  I  have  seen  him 
a  few  times  about  the  shop  with  his  wagon."  I  went  then  to  Moore.  He  gave  out  that 
it  had  come  through  Sam  Moore  to  him.  I  went  to  Moore's  house ;  he  was  not  at  home. 
I  left  that  house  and  came  back  to  Blair's,  and  called  out  William  S.  Blair  to  the  front 
porch,  and  asked  him  about  it.  The  simple  charge  was  that  I  was  meddling  with  all 
the  negroes  in  the  country,  trying  to  get  them  to  leave  their  employment;  "  and,"  says 
he,  '^  it  is  the  prevailing  trait  of  your  radicalism."  Says  I,  "  It  is  an  infernal  lie,  and 
if  you  repeat  that  again,  1  will  give  you  radicalism  right  here."  Well,  we  had  some 
X)retty  short  words  there,  and  finally  cooled  down,  and  I  told  him,  ''  So  far  as  these 
negroes  are  concerned,  or  anything  of  the  sort,  I  told  Jimmy  Kelley  when  he  was  com- 
plaining at  the  shop  that  he  could  not  get  to  work,  that  you  were  not  furnishing  the 
team  according  to  contract — I  told  him  he  was  a  fool  to  stay  with  you ;  that  he  could 
not  make  anything  ;  that  nobody  else  ever  did  make  anything  working  about  Blair, 
and  I  told  him  the  evidence  of  it,  and  referred  him  to  some  others."  As  to  this  Bedford 
negro,  he  came  in  with  some  complaint  one  evening  in  the  shop,  when  I  was  at  work, 
hut  I  told  him  to  go  along  home.  He  told  me  where  he  lived.  I  told  him  to  go  home, 
if  he  could  do  better  than  he  could  here.  Says  I,  "  You  can  get  nothing  from  .Bill  Blair 
lor  working,  unless  you  have  better  luck  than  I  have  had."  I  had  made  the  same 
remark  to  this  fellow  Harlan,  and  to  a  man  named  Hardy  Ferguson. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Were  they  in  Blair's  employ  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Well,  Ferguson  had  complained  to  me  several  times  that  he  had 
worked  up  a  month  and  his  family  was  sick,  and  he  was  sick  most  of  the  time,  and  he 
€oSld  not  get  even  meat  or  bread  from  Blair  for  his  family. 
By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  these  two  negroes  you  gave  this  advice  the  same  negroes  afterward 


concerned  in  whipi)ing  you  ? 


lOO 


gk 


698         CONDITION    OF    AFFAIRS   IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  belonged  to  Biair  or  Bedford,  or  worked  for  tliem  ? 

Answer.  Tbey  were  working  for  Blair  and  Moore.  One  was  named  Bedford  and  tiie 
other  named  Kelley.  When  they  met  on  this  evening  that  I  was  abused,  they  introduced 
these  negroes  as  witnesses-.  They  brought  up  the  whole  charge  of  the  stealing ;  of 
my  trying  to  induce  the  negro  to  steal  the  mule,  and  when  they  got  through,  I  was 
asked  if  I  acknowledged  or  denied  it.  I  said,  *'  I  did  neither."  Says  I,  '^  I  will'dissect 
the  thing,  and  take  what  truth  there  is  of  it,  and  the  falsehood  I  will  throw  aside. 
What  I  am  guilty  of,  I  am  ready  to  face  you  in."  "  No,"  the  reply  was,  '^  you  must  ac- 
knowledge it  all  or  deny  all."  I  says,  "  I  can^t  do  either.  I  will  not  deny  it  all  or 
acknowledge  all,"  but  I  had  to  do  one  or  the  other.  I  began  to  suspect  that  there  was 
trouble  ahead,  and  saw  that  I  had  to  do  some  management  as  best  I  could.  I  would 
waive  the  matter,  and  put  it  all  off  and  try  to  reason.  They,  in  the  meantime,  would 
take  the  negroes  off  and  consult  them  and  drill  them  awhile,  and  back  they  would 
come  with  the  thing  rather  modified.  I  still  would  not  come  to  the  proposition.  They 
stuck  to  theirs ;  I  stuck  to  mine.  Finally,  I  took  Sam  Moore  to  one  side,  and  made 
this  remark  :  ^'  Moore,  you  have  got  this  thing  packed  up,  and  there  is  no  use  in  my 
saying  anything  here  in  this  crowd ;  of  course  everybody  here  now  believes  I  am  guilty, 
and  the  whole  of  it  is  nothing  but  the  personal  matter  between  you  and  Bill  Blair  and 
myself,  and  if  you  consider  that  I  have  injured  you,  I  am  ready  to  make  acknowledg- 
ment like  a  gentleman,  and  if  that  will  not  do,  1  am  ready  to  take  it  out  with  either 
one  of  you  single-handed." 

Question.  At  this  point,  tell  the  committee  how  you  come  to  meet  this  crowd. 

Answer.  I  met  this  crowd  in  answer  to  a  note  which  is  on  file  in  the  court  of  Lime- 
stone County,  received  from  Frank  L.  Gibson,  brought  to  me  by  a  man  named  Stephen 
FoUis.    The  note,  I  think,  read  in  about  these  words : 

^^L.  L.  Weir,  Esq.: 

"Sir  :  We  want  to  see  you  on  particular  purxioses  at  the  shop  this  evening. 

^'F.  L.  GIBSON. 
^^MarciiSI,  1871." 

Question.  Was  it  signed  by  Gibson  alone  ? 

Ansu'cr.  Yes,  sir.  I  responded  to  that  note.  When  I  got  there  and  asked  the  busi- 
ness, he  wanted  me,  or  pretended  that  he  wanted  me,  to  make  him  a  wagon-bed  the 
next  day.  This  occurred  on  Friday,  and  the  next  day  was  Saturday.  Says  I,  "  If  you 
will  bring  the  plank  up  to  my  shop,  at  home,  I  can  make  it."  Says  he,  ^'  Can^t  you 
make  it  here  ?  "  I  says,  ^'  I  reckon  not  j  I  have  moved  my  tools  out  of  Basham^s  shop 
here,  and  unless  you  get  the  use  of  the  bench  from  him,  I  would  rather  not  do  it.  I 
would  rather  not  work  here  any  way."  He  named  it  to  Basham,  and  asked  him  if  he 
would  let  me  work  in  the  wagon-shop  while  he  was  busy.  At  that  Basham  flew  off  on 
xhe  old  fuss  between  us,  and  reared  around  heavy.  I  didn't  want  to  have  any  difficulty 
there  for  two  reasons :  first  was  the  crowd  there,  and  the  fact  that  there  were  marriage 
relations  between  Basham's  family  and  mine.  His  son  had  married  my  daughter,  and 
I  thought  it  was  no  credit  for  me  and  him  to  quarrel. 

Question.  Were  all  these  men  there  when  you  responded  to  that  note  and  went  to  see 
Gibson? 

Answer.  No ;  this  man  Johnson  came  after  I  got  there.  Moore  and  the  negroes  came 
over  after  I  got  there,  but  I  have  learned  subsequently  that  they  had  been  at  the  shop 
before  I  got  there,  and  had  only  gone  off  a  little  way. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  Gibson's  house  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  to  Basham's  shop. 

Question.  Did  he  really  want  a  wagon-bed  made,  or  was  it  a  pretext  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  was  a  pretext.    I  heard  nothing  more  of  the  wagon-bed. 

Question.  Resume  your  narrative  at  the  point  you  left  off,  when  you  were  called  aside 
and  talked  with  Moore. 

Answer.  When  I  spoke,  as  I  said,  that  I  was  ready  to  make  acknowledgments,  he  said 
he  thought  that  ought  to  be  granted ;  that  he  was  ready  to  do  anything  right  as  a 
Christian.  V/ell,  wlion  he  mentioned  the  name  Christian,  it  caused  me  to  rather  hang 
my  head. 

Question.  Was  lie  a  member  of  the  church  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of;  at  least  his  practices  didn't  indicate  anything 
of  the  sort.  He  went  back  to  the  crowd,  and  left  me  sitting  where  we  had  been  talk- 
ing. We  had  talked,  I  suppose,  five  minutes ;  may  be  longer.  He  went  back  to  tho 
crowd,  and  he  tolcl  me  he  would  see ;  he  would  talk  to  the  other  members.  I  was  called 
up  to  the  crowd,  and  thej^  commenced  on  the  old  charge.  It  did  not  seem  that  he  had 
sai4  anything  on  that  point.  They  commenced  where  they  had  left  off— to  know 
whether  I  would  acknowledge  or  deny.  Right  at  about  that  juncture  Bill  Blair  ai)- 
peared  with  that  twisted  withe  in  his  hand.  That  gave  me  some  alarm,  but  we  batter - 
whanged  tho  thing  around,  and  talked  about  it  a  few  minutes,  and  a  man  named 
McGregor,  who  was  at  the  shop,  came  to  me — he  got  a  chance  to  get  a  little  privately 
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to  me  from  the  others — and  he  says,  "  My  mule  is  tied  down  there  the  other  side  of  the 
shop ;  I  have  loosened  the  rein  over  the  " — whatever  it  was  she  was  hitched  to — "  and/^ 
says  he,  "  you  go  to  her  and  get  away  from  here,  or  you  are  going  to  suffer  in  the  flesh.^' 
I  was  well  acquainted  with  him,  and  addressed  him  familiarly ;  says  I,  *^Mack,  I  would 
not  leave  here  to  save  every  one  of  their  lives.  I  am  satisfied  I  am  going  to  suffer ;  that 
is  what  they  want.  They  want  to  convict  me  and  have  things  their  own  way,  and  I 
will  die  here  but  I  will  see  it  out  here." 

Question.  I  understand,  then,  that  the  charges  they  preferred  against  you  were  not 
true? 

Answer.  Not  true  any  further  than  I  have  stated  here.  They  were  wholly  untrue. 
There  is  not  a  man  of  my  acquaintance  in  Limestone  County,  that  is  not  prejudiced, 
who  believes  it.  The  enemies  didn't  believe  it.  I  think  1  can  prove  it  by  one  of  these 
negroes.  He  has  acknowledged  since  that  these  tales  were  fixed  up  by  Gibson  and 
Bill  Blair,  and  he  was  forced  to  tell  them. 

Question.  Was  it  at  the  conclusion  of  the  whipping  that  Blair  made  the  remark  to  you 
that  it  was  the  prevailing  trait  of  your  radicalism  to  interfere  with  negroes? 
Answer.  Tha^  was  at  a  private  interview  between  Blair  and  me. 

Question.  After  you  had  been  whipped  ? 

Ansiver.  -No,  sir ;  a  week  before.  That  was  at  the  time  I  had  started  around  to 
investigate  how  they  had  started  the  tale  on  me  of  this  stealing.  I  wanted  to  get  at 
the  bottom  of  it. 

Question.  Were  you  a  republicaft  then  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir^  I  was  a  Union  man  during  the  war,  and  a  republican  since ;  nick- 
named or  generally  called  a  radical,  a  name  which  was  not  in,  very  good  repute  in  my 
neighborhood.  I  will  state  further,  in  my  district  there  is  a  voting  strength,  I  think, 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  now  for  the  last  two  years,  and  I  am  the  only  man  that  votes 
that  ticket  at  that  box. 

Question.  What  were  the  politics  of  Moore,  Gibson,  Blair,  Bradford,  Johnson,  and 
Harlan,  the  white  men  ? 

Answer.  They  claimed  to  be  democrats,  or  gloried  in  the  name  of  rebel.  They 
belonged  to  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  During  the  time  you  were  being  whipped,  was  anything  said  about  your 
politics  ? 

Answer.  Johnson  remarked  this,  ^'  We  will  give  you  negro  equality."  I  will  state  here 
what  I  don't  believe  I  have  stated  yet :  that  they  made  the  negro  Kelley  tie  me.  He 
approached  me  with  a  leather  strap.  I  happened  at  the  time  to  be  standing  in  the  yard 
of  the  shop,  outside  of  the  building,  and  the  party  or  crowd  was  in  the  shop  drinking 
whisky  or  brandy  or  something.  I  had  quit  drinking  some  two  weeks  before  that  time, 
and  have  not  drank  any  since.  I  did  not  partake  of  any  with  them.  When  he  told  me 
they  said  he  must  tie  me,  I  said,  ''  Jim,  you  must  not  do  it."  He  said,  "  I  don't  want  to 
do  it."  They  came  out  of  the  shop,  and  ordered  him  to  tie  me.  He  said,  "  Gentlemen, 
some  of  you  gentlemen  tie  this  man ;  it  is  not  right  for  a  negro  to  tie  a  white  man.  It  is 
something  I  am  not  used  to."  They  formed  a  ring  around  me.  Gibson  appeared  in  front, 
of  me  with  a  piece  of  split  wood  about  two  and  a  half  feet  long,  rather  broader  one  way 
than  it  was  thick  the  other.  I  did  not  notice  its  size  very  much,  but  I  suppose,  from  the 
size  of  the  other  pieces  in  the  yard,  it  was  about  an  inch  and  a  half,  and  with  the  stick 
in  his  hand  he  ordered  the  negro  to  tie  me.  Whether  he  got  in  that  position  to  enforce 
obedience  by  the  negro  or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  I  took  it  to  myself,  crossed  my  hands, 
and  was  tied. 

Question.  You  say  these  two  negroes,  Kelley  and  Bedford,  worked  for  Moore  and 
Blair? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  they  vote  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    I  never  meddled  with  them. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  whether  these  negroes  acted  voluntarily  or 
under  compulsion  ? 

Ansiver.  They  acted  under  compulsion  ;  I  am  clearly  of  that  opinion  ;  and  here  I  wish 
to  make  one  other  remark  in  a  political  way,  and  after  that  I  do  not  wish  to  have  any- 
thing more  to  say  or  do  with  politics.  These  parties  mad%use  of  political  prejudice,  I 
think  ;  I  am  satisfied  that  Blair  and  Moore  took  advantage  of  political  prejudice  to 
carry  out  what  they  lacked  the  moral  courage  to  do  themselves. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  were  the  only  man  in  that  precinct 
who  voted  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  cast  up  to  you  in  an  odious  way  that  you  were  a  radical  ? 

Answer.  Not  on  that  day. 

Question.  But  before  that  ? 

Answer.  Blair  had  thrown  it  up  to  me  before  that,  on  this  occasion  I  speak  of. 

Question.  Were  any  of  these  men  owners  of  property  who  were  concerned  in  whip- 
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Answer,  Gibson  owned  some  property,  if  it  was  x)aid  for.  He  was  living  on  property 
he  had  bought.  My  understanding  is  that  he  was  involved  in  debt,  and  was  owing  for 
the  land  so  long  that  he  was  really  not  worth  anything.  The  others,  all  of  them,  except 
Blair,  belonged  to  rather  the  migratory  or  transient  class  of  people.  They  had  not 
been  in  the  country  more  than  two  years  ;  some  not  tliat  long.     They  were  strangers. 

Question.  Blair  owned  a  distillery  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Had  Moore  lived  there  very  long  f 

Ansiver.  Not  in  that  neighborhood.  He  was  perhaps  raised  in  the  northeast  portion 
of  the  county,  but  he  had  not  been  in  the  neighborhood  exceeding  fifteen  or  eighteen 
months  at  that  time.  I  think  he  came  into  that  neighborhood  about  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary before. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Question.  He  was  interested  with  Blaiu  iu  the  distillery  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  a  licensed  distillery,  or  an  illicit  one  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  illicit.  It  has  been  proven  so  and  torn  down  by  the  marshal, 
or  by  his  orders,  within  the  last  two  weeks. 

Question.  What  did  they  distill ;  fruit  or  grain  ? 

Answer.  Fruit  and  grain  both. 

Question^  How  much  did  they  turn  out  a  week  ? 

Ansiver.  I  am  not  able  to  say.  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  the  man.  I  left  a  short 
time  after  they  commenced  distilling.  They  had  been  distilling  fruit  for  several  years 
at  the  same  place.  They  commenced  distilling  grain  last  spring,  and  had  not  made 
but  two  or  three  runs  when  I  left  the  neighborhood.  I  learned  subsequently  that  they 
failed  in  getting  grain,  and  did  not  run  more  than  perhaps  half  the  time  during  the 
summer  j  but  I  was  not  there  to  know.    That  is  the  general  account. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  The  still  has  now  been  seized? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Ciiaiiiman  : 

Question.  You  may  now  resume  your  narrative  at  the  point  where  you  stated  that 
your  daughter  had  made  an  aflidavit. 

Answ€fi\  Well,  after  I  had  left  home,  this  whole  transaction  got  out  to  the  public.  It 
seemed  to  have  been  told  by  themselves.  When  I  left  home,  I  had  laid  in  the  woods 
the  Friday  night  after  I  was  abused.  I  staid  in  the  house  all  day,  and  laid  abed 
pretty  much  all  Saturday  following,  and  Saturday  night  I  went  to  the  woods.  On  Sun- 
day morning  I  concluded  to  go  across  the  river,  into  another  county. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

fj)M6'sfion.  What  river? 

Answer.  Elk  River.  I  went  to  a  friend  of  mine  there,  and  knocked  around  during 
Sunday.  I  made  an  arrangement  before  I  left  hom^  in  the  niorning,  with  my  daugh- 
ter, for  her  or  my  son  to  meet  me  on  the  bank  of  tlie  river. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  At  this  point,  state  who  composed  your  family  ;■ 

Answer.  My  wife,  and  daughter  that  is  grown,  and  five  eliildven,  from  fourte^Mi  years 
old  down — boys  and  girls. 

Question.  Proceed  with  your  narrative. 

Answer.  I  made  this  arrangement  with  my  family,  my  daughter^  particularly,  for  her 
to  meet  me  at  the  river,  and  if  they  got  any  items  or  anything  prejudicial,  to  meet  me 
on  the  bank  and  let  me  know  it,  and  I  would  not  cross.  I  would  still  stay  on  that  side 
and  see  how  matters  were  going  on.  I  was  very  much  cowed.  All  my  expectation 
was  to  leave  the  country  and  get  my  family  away.  They  met  me,  according  to  ap- 
pointment, about  sundown,  and  brought  ray  clothes,  with  a  report  that  they  had  seen 
ray  son-in-law.  He  had  heard  of  it,  and  had  come  to^see  me,  and  he  had  noted  certain 
riding  about — the  movements  of  certain  parlies  on  Saturday  night  before — and  was 
fearful  that  there  was  something  further  in  contemplation ;  and  the  request  of  my 
family  was  for  me  to  get  away.  I  took  my  clothes  and  staid  in  the  neighborhood  on 
the  opposite  side  of  Elk  River  from  home,'  and  on  Monday  morning  I  bought  a  canoe 
and  put  off.  I  went  out  of  Elk  River  to  the  Tennessee,  and  through  to  Courtland,  on 
the  Charleston  and  Memphis  road,  and  took  the  train  from  there  to  Mississippi, 

Question.  This  occurrence  was  in  Limestoiie  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  occurrence  was  all  in  Limestone  County.  During  ray  absence 
J  received  a  letter  from  my  wife,  stating  she  had  received  my  letters,  and  stating,  fuv- 
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tlier,  that  8lie  had  written  tome  once  before,  but  tbe  outlaws  bad  got  lii;r  letter  that. 
'  she  had  intended  for  ine ;  also,  in  the  same  letter  she  stated  that  they  had  made  a  raid 
upon  her  or  upon  the  house — some  ten  or  twelve — and  sbc  had  idciitiijx.d  a  portion  of 
them.    They  had  abused  her  in  language. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Were  they  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  disguise.  Those  that  came  in  the  house  wave  not  in  disguise, 
and  she  knew  them.  Of  those  out  of  doors,  a  part  of  them  would  talk  at  a  time  in  a 
disguised  voice. 

Question.  Was  il;  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer.  It  was  about  an  hour  before  day,  or  an  hour  and  a  half,  or  longer,  wben 
they  came  to  the  house.  They  pretended  to  be  bunting  disguises,  and  searched  the 
house  from  floor  to  garret,  and  under  the  floor,  and  had  the  children  all  to  get  out  of 
the  beds,  so  that  they  could  turn  them  up  ;  and  accused  my  wife  of  wearing  disguises, 
and  went  on  at  a  pretty  large  rate ;  and  tiually  after  they  gave  up  searching,  they  went 
into  the  yard.  She  was  watching  them,  and  she  could  see  the  bulk,  and  was  satisfied 
that  there  was  ten  or  twelve  of  them.  They  had  told  her,  in  the  mean  time,  that  they 
were  in  a  bad  scrape.  My  daughter  had  recognized  a  part  of  them  as  being  the  same 
party  that  had  whipped  me,  and  had'  charged  them  with  it ;  and  this  Johnson  said, 
'^  We  are  in  a  bad  scrape,  and  we  are  going  to  get  out,  and  I  will  give  you  to  under- 
derstand  we  are  not  afraid  of  the  law ;  we  have  a  law  of  our  owm"  And  when  they 
gave  my  wife  the  order  that  she  had  to  leave  in  ten  days,  she  told  them  very  promptly 
she  would  not  do  it;  that  that  was  her  home;  that  her  husband,  whom  they  had 
abused  and  driven  from  the  country,  had  paid  for  it  for  her,  and  she  was  going  to  die 
before  she  would  leave  it.  They  .told  her  if  she  did  not  leave  they  would  give  her  and 
Fannj^,  that  is  my  daughter,  three  times  a  day  what  they  had  given  old  L.  L.  Well, 
that  occurrence  got  out.  My  wifeThad  written  me  this;  that  this  ontrage had  got  out, 
and  the  people  had  taken  hold  of  it.  At  that  point,  my  daughter  was  sent  for  to  town, 
and  the  friend  that  brought  her  to  town  took  by-ways.  He  was  afraid  for  his  own 
life. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  What  town  ?   Athens  ? 
Answer.  The  county  seat  of  Limestone. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  How  far  did  you  live  from  Athens  ? 

Answer.  About  eleven  miles.  The  good  people,  my  old  neighbors,  were  intimidated, 
and  were  actually  afraid  to  come  out  openly  and  defend  my  wife,  but,  through  good 
management,  this  friend  brought  my  daughter  to  Athens,  and  there  she  made  her 
complaint.  Warrants  were  immediately  issued,  and  the  parties  were  all  arrested,  ex- 
cept two,  who  are  running  at  large  yet.  The  case  is  progressing.  It  has  been  put  off 
from  time  to  time. 

By  the  Chaiuman  : 

Qiiestion.  Were  you  bound  over  to  appear  against  these  men? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  your  surety  ? 

Ansiver.  Let  me  see 

Question.  Was  the  sheriff  ? 

Answer.  The  sheriff*  was  one. 

Question.  I  do  not  care  about  the  others. 

Answer.  It  was  a  good  bond. 

Question.  When  did  you  come  back  ? 

Ansiver.  I  came  back  just  two  months  from  the  time  I  left  home,  or  within  a  day  or 
two  of  that.  I  came  back  about  the  Ist  of  June.  I  left  the  1st  or  3d  of  April,  and  I 
think  it  was  the  2d  or  3d  of  June  that  I  got  home. 

Question.  In  June  last  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  When  at  home  it  alarmed  my  wife  to  see  me.  She  was  very  much 
excited,  fearing  that  these  parties  would  find  out  that  I  was  home.  A  neighbor's  little 
daughter  happened  to  come  on  some  errand  after  breakfast,  and  went  home  and  told 
her  parents,  who  were  all  my  friends,  of  it.  The  lady  of  the  house  came  right  straight 
to  see  me,  and  would  not  give  me  any  rest  at  all.  She  and  my  wife  both  beset  me  to 
go  right  across  Elk  River,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lentzville,  and  stay  there — about 
two  miles  from  where  I  live.  They  said  they  did  not  consider  me  safe  where  I  was.  1 
went  over  in  the  neighborhood,  and  went  to  the  sheriff,  Mr.  Lentz.  That  was  on  Sat- 
urday, and  my  wife  came  over  the  next  day,  and  we  staid  there  until  Monday,  and  I 
came  over  to  Athens  in  company  with  them.  Well,  it  was  managed  very  well  ill  get- 
ting up  witnesses.    A  good  many  had  develoj)ed  themselves;  had  voluntarily  oom« 
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forward  and  told  what  they  knew — my  old  neighbors— and  tliey  had  evidence  sufficient 
to  convict  these  parties  without  my  presence.  On  the  1st  of  June  I  was  at  Athens, 
and  I  went  back  then  into  Colbert  County  to  my  work.  In  about  two  weeks  I  was 
taken  sick  and  returned  home.  From  that  time  I  was  in  the  neighborhood,  working 
most  of  the  time  for  Squire  Lentz,  the  sheriif,  up  to  the  10th  of  September.  During 
the  time  when  I  would  go  home  I  would  lie  in  the  woods.  I  never  slept  in  my  own 
house. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  would  lie  out  at  night,  you  mean  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  We  had  discovered,  in  the  mean  time,  that  these  parties  were 
watching  for  me.  We  had  pretty  good  evidence  of  it ;  enough  to  keep  me  on  my 
guard.  I  hardly  ever  went  the  same  route  backwards  and  forwards  twice.  I  would 
rarely  go  back  the  same  way  I  came,  but  would  go  through  the  woods  by  byways.  I 
eluded  them.  I  had  learned  that  they  were  watching  for  me.  I  elude'd  their  vigilance 
up  to  the  10th  of  September.  I  believe  that  that  is  about  all  I  have  to  state  now  of 
the  old  case. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  may  now  give  the  committee  the  particulars  of  the  second  time  you 
Avere  visited. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  Sunday,  the  10th  of  September,  of  the  present  year,  I  had  returned 
from  Mr.  Lentz's,  where  I  was  at  work,  at  about  ten  o'clock. 

Question.  Ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  ? 

An8w&)\  In  the  morning.  My  wife  was  commencing  to  tell  me  of  the  discoveries  and 
items  they  had  gathered  in  the  last  three  or  four  days,  of  strange  parties  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  certain  movements.  I  think  maybe  this  had  consumed  about  ten  min- 
utes of  time.  I  was  about  to  ask  her  to  give  me  some  water,  to  let  me  shave  and  put 
on  clean  clothes,  and  I  would  go  back  to  the  other  side  of  the  river.  She  was  sitting 
nearer  the  door  than  I  was,  and  liappening  to  turn  her  head  she  cried,  ''  La !  there  are 
disguised  men  in  the  yard."  I  jumped  up  and  aimed  to  get  out  of  the  back  of  t'he 
house.  I  thought  I  wo\ild  make  a  run  of  it  and  get  out  back  by  the  woods.  I  saw  the 
glimpse  of  a  man  where  I  aimed  to  get  out.  I  turned  back  and  snatched  an  old  mus- 
ket in  the  house  that  I  had  had  loaded.  I  did  not  know  v>^hether  it  was  loaded  at  that 
time  or  not.  I  snatched  it  and  happened  to  look  and  there  was  no  cap  on  it.  I  recol- 
lected a  cap  in  my  vest  pocket.  I  snatched  that  and  put  it  on,  and  came  to  the  front 
lloor.  It  was  all  the  work  of  a  moment— just  as  quick  as  it  could  be  done.  I  did  not 
see  them,  only  the  two  at  the  gate.  I  di^.!  not  see  any  one  in  the  yard.  I  heard  the 
tramp  of  feet  at  the  back  door  and  then  there  were  three  in  the  door  with  their  pistols 
leveled  on  me  as  they  were  all  coming  in.  1  just  set  the  gun  down  and  they  rushed  on 
and  gathered  hold  of  me  and  rushed  me  right  off.  There  were  five  of  the  disguised 
party  that  I  saw.  They  pushed  me  and  kept  me  in  a  run  for  about  two  hundred  yards 
from  the  house,  and  they  then  put  me  upon  a  horse  behind  one  of  the  men  who  went 
ahead,  in  front,  and  went  off  in  a  great  hurry.  My  daughter  and  one  son  had  left  the 
house  just  a  few  minutes  after  I  had  got  home,  going  out  where  they  knew  of  some 
grapes,  or  maybe  a  peach  tree  in  some  old  field  to  get  some,  and  they  had  got  some 
three  hundred  yards  from  the  house  when  they  heard  the  alarm  their  mother  gave,  or 
scream,  when  I  was  taken.  The  youngest  one  got  a  glimpse  of  the  party,  and  came 
across  the  nigh  way  and  intercepted  them,  and  she  said  there  was  one  man  in  the  crowd 
who  was  not  disguised.  She  said  there  was  six  or  eight  in  the  bunch,  and  one  was  not 
disguised,  and  he  kept  motioning  a  pistol  at  her.  I  did  not  see  but  five.  My  position 
was  such  when  I  saw  them  that  I  had  not  a  chance  to  see  more  than  the  five. 

Question.  Were  they  all  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  that  I  saw  were. 

Question.  Will  you  please  describe  their  disguise  ? 

Answer.  It  was  red  and  blue,  the  best  I  could  see  was,  and  their  faces  were  covered. 
I  had  no  time  for  taking  a  minute  observation.  It  was  red  and  blue,  and  maybe 
some  whifte  mixed  up. 

Question.  Did  they  all  have  horses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  horses  disguised  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  some  were,  I  know,  and  some,  I  think,  were  not.  I  was  in  my  shirt 
sleeves  and  bareheaded  when  they  took  me  off'. 

Question.  Mounted  behind  a  disguised  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  rode  in  front  until  they  got  about  a  mile  from  home.  They 
stopped  there,  and  they  put  a  bandage  around  my  eyes,  of  a  handkerchief,  or  something 
he  fdlded  up  and  tied  around  my  eyes.  They  tied  my  hands  behind  me,  and  then  they 
put  the  head  covering — I  believe  it  is  called  the  hood  of  a  horse-covering — turning  it 
right  over  my  head  and  shoulders,  and  it  wa3  fastened  in  some  way  to  my  hands  be- 
hind ;  but  the  great  bulk  of  it  hung  down  to  "near  my  waist.    When  they  started  with 
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me  from  there  T  was  entirely  blind  from  the  bandage  around  my  eyes,  but  I  could  tell 
they  were  riding  in  a  circle,  and  after  a  while  they  struck  a  road,  and  by  this  time  they 
had  me  bewildered  as  to  locality,  but  I  could  tell  by  the  horses^  feet  that  they  were  in 
a  road  or  open  ground.  There  were  no  leaves  under  the  horses'  feet,  and  I  could  tell 
that  it  was  open  ground  that  they  were  on.  This  bandage  came  out  or  slipped  down 
off  of  my  eyes.  It  worked  down.  It  did  not  stay  very  long.  Then  I  had  the  light, 
but  only  the  light  as  if  through  a  very  thick  canvas  or  very  heavy  domestic.  I  could 
then  tell  the  course  they  were  traveling,  mainly  by  the  sun.  They  traveled  generally 
in  a  soutiiern  course,  but  I  was  so  badly  bewildered  by  this  time  that  I  did  not  know 
anything  about  the  locality.  Occasionally  they  would  stop  and  circle.  They  went  on 
in  that  way,  I  think,  until  near  12  o'clock.  I  think  it  was  well  on  to  an  hour  or  an 
hour  and  a  half  or  longer.  All  that  was  sometimes  in  the  woods  and  sometimes  in  open 
spaces  of  road,  and  they  stopped  and  rode  off;  they  had  been  traveling  in  a  road 
for  some  distance,  but  they  turned  into  the  woods  and  rode  into  the  woods  apiece,  and 
stopped  and  dismounted.  I  was  taken  off  of  the  horse,  and  there  were  two  of  the  party 
rode  off.  I  did  not  think  from  the  sound  of  the  horses'  feet  that  the  party  had  increased 
from  the  time  they  had  left  my  house  up  to  that  time.  After  standing  in  that  posi- 
tion, blindfolded  and  suffering,  for  it  was  terribly  warm,  and  I  was  suffering  with  thirst, 
and  almost  suffocated,  I  had  to  lean  over  in  front,  in  this  way,  [illustrating,]  to  keep  the 
hood  so  I  could  get  air.  If  I  sat  straight  it  came  down  to  my  face.  I  could  hear  by 
the  voices  that  there  were  three  there.  There  may  have  been  more,  but  I  was  certain 
of  three  distinct  voices,  though  they  talked  in  their  disguised  tone.  After  a  while  I 
asked  them,  "  Men,  what  do  you  design  doing  with  me  ?  If  you  intend  to  kill  me,  which 
I  believe  you  are  going  to  do,  I  want  to  know  it."  The  reply  was,  "  We  can't  answer 
no  questions."  They  talked  on  among  themselves  for  a  while,  and  at.  that  time  I  dis- 
covered or  detected  the  voice  of  Sam  Moore,  speaking  in  an  undertone.  After  a  while 
one  of  the  party  came  up  and  stood  behind  me,  and  says,  ''My  friend,  I  can  say  one 
thing  to  you  :  if  you  have  any  preparations  to  make  for  death,  it  is  time  you  were  at  it. 
You  have  but,  a  short  time  to  live."  I  said,  "Just  about  as  I  expected,  and  I  would 
like  to  have  some  writing  materials,  so  that  I  can  write  a  little  note  to  a  friend.  There 
is  some  business  I  have  on  hand  that  is  entirely  unsatisfactorily  arranged,  and  I  would 
like  to  write  to  him."  They  told  me  I  should  have  it.  After  a  while  the  crowd  came 
back — or  there  was  a  crowd  came  back — I  could  hoar  the  horses',  feet,  and  there  was  a 
great  deal  of  talking,  and  the  question  was  asked,  '^  Who  have  yoa  got  there?"  and 
the  answer  was,  "  Weir."  "  What,"  says  one,  "  the  old  Squire  ?  "  "  Yes."  Well,  they 
counseled,  and  went  on  for  some  time,  and,  finally,  there  was  a  pencil  and  a  scrap  of 
X)aper  procured  for  me,  and  I  was  led  off  perhaps  some  twenty  steps — I  judge  about 
that  far— behind  a  tree,  and  the  blindfold  taken  off.  I  had  a  fine  pair  of  spectacles 
they  had  taken  off  of  my  eyes,  when  they  first  blindfolded  me,  that  they  now  handed 
back  for  me  to  put  on,  in  order  to  write.  I  was  guarded  at  that  time  by  two  men  ; 
both  had  on  disgnises,  but  the  face  of  one  was  naked.  He  was  a  man  I  did  not  know. 
I  did  not  recognize  him  at  that  time,  but  I  finally  found  him  out  before  I  got  shut  of 
them. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Boyce.  You  v/ill  learn  after  a  while  how  I  detected 
him.  I  wrote  a  note  to  Squire  Lentz,  the  sheriff',  stating  to  him  that  I  had  been  cap- 
tured, and  had  but  a  short  time  to  live  ;  that  my  doom  was  sealed,  and  that  I  wanted 
him  to  do  so  and  so  in  such  matters,  and  to  take  care  of  my  children.  Well,  when  I 
got  that  through — got  done  writing — I  gave  it  to  them.  They  promised  me  very  faith- 
fully that  it  should  be  earried  and  delivered  to  Mr.  Lentz.  The  blindfold  was  put  on 
me,  and  I  was  led  back  and  stopped  right  at  a  halter-chain  and  rope  that  was  right  at 
my  feet.  I  could  only  see  a  circle  of  eighteen  inches  or  two  feet  around  my  feet.  They 
might  have  had  a  design  in  stopping  me  there.  At  any  rate  I  stopped,  and  there  was  a 
rope  and  halter-chain  lying  there ;  and  they  talked  among  themselves  all  this  time,  of 
which  I  understood  but  little.  At  this  time  I  detected  Johnson's  voice,  and  Gibson's. 
I  was  asked  by  some  one  of  the  party  in  which  way  I  preferred  to  die,  by  hanging  or 
shooting.  Says  I,  "It  is  not  for  me  to  make  the  choice,  but  if  you  intend  my  family 
to  get  my  body  to  bury  I  do  not  want  it  mangled  or  bloodied  up  by  being  shot ;  I  don't 
want  them  to  see  any  blood."  Then  the  rope  was  put  around  my  neck  and  the  regu- 
lar hanging  knot  tied.  I  expected  then  to  go  right  up  there;  I  had  no  other  calcula- 
tion. They  kept  counseling  and  fooliu^g  about,  and  finally  I  was  put  up  behind  one  of 
the  party  and  away  they  went.  They  were  sometimes  in  the  woods  and  sometimes  in 
the  open  ground,  and  from  the  tramping  of  the  horses'  feet  I  footed  up  that  there  were 
twelve  or  fifteen  in  the  crowd,  from  the  noise.  Well,  they  kept  questioning  me  a  great 
deal  about  the  old  difficulty,  and  asked  me  if  I  knew  any  of  them,  and  I  denied  know- 
ing any  of  them.  I  knew  one  of  the  men  who  asked  these  questions  just  as  well  as  if 
I  ha^  been  standing  right  before  his  face. 

Question.  You  were  not  entirely  candid  in  your  answers  to  these  gentlemen  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  was  using  a  little  policy.  While  going  on  in  that  way  I  discovered 
that  a  portion  of  the  crowd  had  sloughed  off;  they  seemed  to  be  leaving  and  going  off 
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in  anothev  direction.  Tliat  led  me  to  believe,  from  the  noise  around  me,  that  there 
was  not  more  than  five  or  six  men  with  me.  One  of  the  party  asked  another,  ''How 
many  boys  went  around  the  other  way?"  and  the  answer  was,  "Nine."  Along  in  this 
time  this  man  I  was  riding  behind  told  me  he  lived  thirty-five  miles  from  that  place  in 
Tennessee,  and  all  lived  up  there  about  that  far ;  and  that  "  they  came  down  to  settle 
this  business,  this  difficulty  you  have  got  these  boys  into.  There  are  none  of  these 
men  you  had  this  difficulty 'with,  or  this  lawing  with,  in  this  crowd.  Do  you  think 
there  is?"  I  said,  "No,  I  reckon  not."  He  says,  "I  know  they  are  not,  for  I  know 
there  are  some  of  them  have  sick  families  at  home  that  they  can't  leave."  I  iSaid,  "It 
would  have  been  a  fine  thing  for  me,  I  guess,  if  you  had  all  had  sick  families."  Now  I 
had  not  had  any  water  all  day.  Finally  we  came  to  a  spring.  They  had  plenty  of 
brandy  daring  the  day,  and  were  drinking,  and  ofi^ered  it  to  me,  and  on  two  occasions 
I  had  taken  a  mouthful  of  brandy  to  quench  the  thirst.  I  would  hold  it  in  my  mouth 
and  spit  it  out  to  quench  the  thirst.  They  would  abuse  me  and  tantalize  me  for  spitting- 
it  out.  Finally  we  got  to  water.  It  was  now  getting  towards  evening.  I  was  almost 
famished.  They  got  a  bottle  of  water  at  the  spring  and  gave  me  water.  They  had  to 
raise  the  hood  up  so  I  could  get  the  bottle  to  my  head  to  drink,  and  I  saw  the  spring 
and  knew  it.  It  was  what  we  called  Dripping  Spring.  I  had  only  a  glance  around  it, 
iind  I  could  not  tell  how  we  had  come  into  it. 

Question.  How  far  from  this  spring  is  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Four  iniles  and  a  half;  I  think  about  that ;  it  is  that  far  on  a  straight  line, 
and  by  the  traveled  road  it  would  be  five  miles,  I  think.  They  passed  on  further, 
winding  and  turning  about,  but  still,  I  thought,  kept  pretty  generally  in  a  southwest 
direction,  from  the  force  of  the  sunlight  on  this  blind. 

Question.  Traveling  through  the  woods  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  woods  and  occasionally  open  spaces,  but  mostly  through  woods,  and 
I  discovered  briars  and  vines,  and  in  some  places  it  was  pretty  difficult  to  get  throtigh. 
At  length  there  was  a  halt.  I  heard  Sam  Moore  remark— it  seemed  like  they  had  just 
inet;  that  was  the  impression  on  my  mind;  that  they  met  some  other*  party  at  the 
lialt ;  I  put  it  up  in  my  mind  that  it  was  the  same  party  that  had  made  off  before— 
and  Sam  Moore  remarked  in  his  natural  voice,  "  It  is  decided."  There  seemed  to  be  an 
agreement,  or  an  amen,  to  that.  He  rode  on  a  piece,  and  the  remark  was  made, 
*'  Here's  about  as  good  a  limb  as  we  will  find."  They  dismounted,  two  or  three  of  them, 
nnd  I  was  taken  down  off  of  the  horse  and  led  a  few  feet,  and  as  I  was  led  off  I  rather 
ran  against  the  tree.  I  discovered  there  was  a  tree  there.  I  could  hear  some  one 
<  limbing  it,  and  the  rope  was  taken  up,  and  I  was  hoisted  from  the  ground ;  I  don't 
I^now  bow  high.  I  was  hoisted  right  up.  The  first  thing  T  knew  after  feeling  myself 
go  up,  I  was  on  my  back  on  the  ground,  and  some  one  of  the  crowd  was  in  the  act  of 
helping  me  up.  He  had  rather  run  his  hand  under  my  shoulder  and  was  helping  me 
ap,  and  I  thought  that  he  slackened  the  rope  there. 

Question.  Was  it  a  regular  slipping  noose  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  a  regular  hangman's  knot,  fixed  so  as  to  draw  tight — a  slip- 
knot. 

Question.  Did  you  become  unconscious  after  being  drawn  up  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  for  I  know  nothing  of  the  falling.  I  must  have  fallen.  The  rope 
evidently  broke,  for  I  was  lying  on  my  back  at  the  first  consciousness.  After  I  felt 
myself  go  up,  I  was  sensible  of  a  choking  sensation  for  a  short  time,  but  the  next  thing 
I  knew  I  was  lying  on  my  back  and  this  man  in  the  act  of  helping  me  up.  TheyL 
appeared  to  get  into  a  jaw  among  themselves,  and  disagreed  among  themselves,  and 
jawed  a  good  deal.  One  wanted  to  and  another  would  not,  and  at  last  one  swore  he 
would  leave,  and,  I  think,  got  on  his  horse  from  the  movements  I  could  hear.  About 
this  time,  or  while  this  was  going  on,  this  man  that  raised  me  up  had  never  taken  his 
hands  off  of  me,  and  he  whispered  to  me,  "  They  will  not  hang  you  if  I  can  help  it 
I  will  save  you  if  I  can." 

Question.  IDid  yon  Iniow  the  Yoioe'^ 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  know  nothing  of  that  voice.  They  continued  to  jaw  on  for  som« 
time.  At  length  I  was  led  up  to  a  tree,  I  think  a  different  tree  ;  I  could  not  tell,  but  it 
::ippeared  from  my  movements  like  it  was  a  few  feet  from  it,  and  the  rope  was  drawi 
that  time  until  it  was  very  tight,  but  I  was  not  taken  off  of  the  ground. 

Question.  Did  you  lose  consciousness  ? 

Answe7\  No,  sir,  not  at  that  time.  I  had  lost  my  consciousness  the  first  time,  but  noS 
in  the  second  time.  They  didn't  tighten  the  rope  enough  to  take  me  from  the  ground. 
They  quit  then,  and  I  was  put  on  the  horse  with  the  same  man  that  had  hold  of  me. 
I  felt  him,  and  his  size  ;  made  excuses  to  rub  my  breast  against  him  to  try  and  locate, 
the  size  of  the  man.  Finally,  after  going  on  a  piece,  they  stopped,  and  Gibson  remarked, 
"  Here's  the  Tennessee  River ;  let  him  see  it."  They  raised  up  the  hood  and  I  could  see 
the  opening  of  the  river,  but  it  was  a  dense  thicket  of  undergrowth  and  stuff,  and  I 
could  not  recognize  the  locality.  When  it  was  raised  up,  I  could  see  that  the  man  I 
was  riding  behind  was  in  disguise,  and  I  didn't  think  his  size  suited  for  either  of  the 
men  I  recognized  the  voice  of.    I  knew  it  was  not  Gibson,  for  he  was  at  myleft. 
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Question.  Was  this  the  same  man  who  whispered  to  you  that  they  should  not  hano- 
you  if  he  could  help  it  ?  .  ^. 

Ansivei\  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  satisfied,  because  he  led  me  right  up  to  his  horse  and  mounted, 
and  told  them  to  put  me  up  behind  him.  After  they  had  showed  me  where  I  was,  or 
gave  me  the  privilege  of  looking  at  the  river,  the  blind  was  put  down  again  and  away 
they  went..  I  did  not  get  a  chance  to  look  around  to  see  how  many  there  were  in  the 
crowd.  We  came  to  some  water  and  crossed ;  I  could  hear  from  the  talk  and  the 
drifting  about  that  it  was  a  difficult  place  to  cross  at,  and  some  were  directing  to. one 
point  and  some  to  another.  Finally,  I  and  the  man  I  was  riding  behind,  had  both  to 
get  down.  The  bank  coming  down  on  the  opposite  side  was  steep,  and  he  said  his 
horse  could  not  get  up.  We  got  down.  My  hands  were  tied  and  he  remarked  I 
could  not  stay  behind  him  and  get  up  this  bank  with  my  hands  tied  ;  I  had  no  w^ay  of 
holding; 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.    The  bank  was  so  steep  ? 

Jnsrcer.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  led  me  across  that  ]}]aGe.  By  leaning  over  and  looking,  I 
could  hear  there  was  a  little  water.  There  were  a  good  many  old  logs,  and  I  guessed 
the  place  to  be  a  certain  slough,  that  makes  out  from  the  Tenuessee  River,  and  dries 
up  sometimes — an  old  slough.  I  was  pretty  certain  that  we  were  traveling  down  the 
river  and  crossing  that  slough.  We  finally  got  across  it,  and  I  was  put  up  behind  the 
man  again.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  same  man  or  another.  They  w^ere 
talking  about  shifting.  Directly  afterwards,  they  got  into  the  worst  thicket  t  think 
anyset  of  men  ever  got  in — vines,  and  canes,  and  everything  of  the  sort— andl  was 
dragged  off  of  the  horse,  going  u})  a  steep  place,  by  vines  or  something.  At  this  time, 
while  in  the  thicket,  I  heard  the  name  of  Smith  called  three  different  times.  I  heard 
the  name  of  Bradford  called  twice.  When  I  was  dragged  off  the  horse  this  man 
called  for  some  one  to  come  and  put  me  up.  They  came  and  took  hold  of  me  very 
roughly,  and  would  throw  me  about  half  way  up  and  let  me  fall  back,  and  a  man  said 
to  Frank :  ''  Don't  be  so  rough,"  and  Frank  Gibson  replied,  in  his  natural  voice,  that  he 
didn't  care.  I  was  put  on  and  we  went  on,  and  w^e  struck  an  open  field.  From  the 
slough,  I  judged  it  to  be  a  certain  field  on  a  large  island  in  the  Tennessee  Eiver.  They 
stopped  just  after  we  got  into  that  open  space,  and  I  was  under  the  impression  that 
a  part  of  the  crowd  turned  back  and  left  them.  After  that  I  could  not  hear  so  many 
horses'  feet.  Shortly  after  that,  or  about  that  time,  one  of  the  party  told  me,  *'Wo 
have  twelve  men  at  your  house,  to  guard  it,  so  that  no  news  will  get  out  from  it,"  and 
he  called  to  Frank,  ''Wasn't  it  twelve  ?"  and  he  says,  "No;  it  was  eleven.  It  was 
within  olie  of  it."  That  was  the  reply  made  by  Frank  Gibson.  Finally  they  stopped, 
and  all  got  down,  and  Frank  Gibson  remarked,  ^'  Here's  the  i3lace.  Let  him  see  vv^here 
lie  is."  They  let  me  down,  after  they  got  off.  They  led  me  a  few  steps  forward,  and 
when  they  took  off  the  hood  I  discovered  that  I  was  on  the  bank  of  the  Tennessee  Eiver. 
They  began  to  discuss  among  themselves  now  who  was  going  to  do  the  work.  They 
all  appeared  to  be  unwilling;  at  last  Johnson  said,  "  I  will  do  it.  I  can  manage  him," 
and  he  stripped  off  and  went  into  the  river.  While  he  was  stripping  off,  one  of  the 
party  put  the  bandage  back  on  my  eyes,  and  tied  it  very  tight,  and  they  took  a  wisp 
of  leaves.  One  suggested  to  daub  my  eyes  up  with  mud.  Another  suggested,  '^  No ; 
that  will  wash  out."  But  they  put  in  a" wisp  of  leaves  over  the  balls  of  my  eyes,  and 
tightened  the  bandage.  Johnson  walked  out  and'  ordered  me  to  follow.  I  blundered 
in.  There  were  logs  there,  and  it  was  muddy  right  at  the  bank.  It  was  with  great 
difSculty  that  I  could  keep  from  falling  down.  I  staggered  in.  I  didn't  know  which 
course  to  go,  and  he  kept  calling  to  me,  but  I  never  could  locate  a  noise  right  close  to 
me,  and  when  I  would  think  I  was  going  to  him  I  would  be  wrong,  and  he  ordered  nfie 
how  to  go.  Finally  he  came  up  and  caiight  hold  of  me.  I  reckon  I  was  going  down 
stream  by  the  way  he  turned  me  and  led  me  off  into  the  river  a  piece,  and  at  length  ho 
hollered,  ''Some  more  of  you  come  in."  They  stripped  off,  and  two  came  in.  They 
commenced  ducking  me.  They  would  stoop  down  and  catch  me.  It  w^as  about  waist 
deep  of  water.  They  would  catch  me  under  the  crotch,  and  ho'ist  me,  and  throw  me 
under  head  foremost.  My  hands  were  tied  behind  me ;  sometimes  I  would  recover  my 
breath  ;  sometimes  they  would  assist  me.  As  quick  as  I  could  get  a  breath,  under  I* 
would  go  again.  x\fter  that  had  been  done  about  a  dozen  times  this  bandage  came  off 
of  my  eyes,  and  I  looked  around  every  ox)portunity  I  had  when  I  was  up.  They  called 
Frank  Gibson  to  come  in .  Johnson  was  in  there,  and  a  couple  of  other  men  who  were 
strangers  to  me,  or  passed  themselves  off  and  aimed  to  be.  One  was  really  a  stranger ; 
one  they  kept  calling  George,  and  I  kept  looking  at  him  every  chance  I  had.  They 
called  him  George,  and  finally  I  located  him,  and  eventually  became  certain  that  I  was 
right,  and  knew  I  could  not  be  mistaken. 

Qv^stion.  Who  was  he  ?        . 

Answer^  George  Peace.  I  had  seen  him  frequently,  formerly,  but  had  not  seen  him 
for  about  two  years.  They  got  Frank-Gibson  in ;  Sam  Moore  was  standing  on  tlic 
bank  with  his  disguise  on,  but  with  his  face  naked.    He  had  his  suit  and  blouse  and 
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pants  on.  The  others  had  stripped  off  their  disguises  and  clothing  on  the  bank  and 
came  i  nto  the  river  naked.  Well,  four  of  them  started  in  then ,  and  they  would  play  leap- 
frog with  me,  souzing  me  under  and  choking  me  and  running  and  jumping  over 
me  as  we  used  to  do  as  boys  playing  in  the  water.  One  wx>uld  turn  me  under  and  they 
would  go  under  and  over  me.  They  enjoyed  this  hugely  ;  my  hands  were  tied  behind 
me  and  I  had  to  bear  it.  Gibson  would  throw  me  under  and  say,  "  How  do  you  like 
the  commissioners'  court  ?  How  will  that  do  for  a  commissioners'  court  V^  tantalizing 
me  repeatedly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

(^wcsiiow.  What  did  he  refer  to? 

Answer.  That  needs  an  explanation  that  ought  to  have  come  in  before. 

Questmi.  Perhaps  you  had  better  go  on  with  your  narrative  and  make  the  explana- 
tion afterward. 

Ansiver.  They  went  on  with  that  until  they  discovered  that  it  was  pretty  cold.  They 
were  cooling  down  ;  their  brandy  had  given  out.  I  was  not  cold.  The  exercise  was 
so  great  and  my  clothes  were  on  ;  I  would  have  been  sweating  if  the  water  had  not 
kept  it  down.  They  worked  at  that  until  they  got  tired,  or  seemed  to  be.  One  said 
''This  won't  do;  we  must  finish  it.''  He  led  me  out  to  the  bank  and  looked  at  some 
limbs  and  said,  "This  will  do,"  or  "  That  will  do/'  and  they  pitched  up  the  rope  they 
had  had  previously  and  put  it  around  my  neck  and  went  out  in  the  river  again*  As 
they  ducked  me  under  when  I  would  attempt  to  recover,  the  fellow  with  the  rope  would 
keep  jerking  it  and  keep  me  on  my  back.  I  had  learned  when  a  boy  to  hold  my  hands 
across  under  my  back  and  float.  I  attempted  several  times  to  get  to  my  feet  and  they 
jerked  me  back  and  I  just  eased  off  to  floating  and  they  would  keep  jerldngme  around. 
Finally,  the  rope  by  repeated  jerks  got  so  tight  that  I  choked  down  and  could  not  get 
my  breath,  and  sunk.    They  took  me  up  and  set  me  on  my  feet. 

Question.  Was  the  rope  around  your  neck  ? 

Afisiver.  Yes,  sir;  and  choked  me  until  I  was  not  able  to  help  myself  in  the  water; 
then  they  slackened  the  rope,  or  slackened  the  knot,  so  I  could  get  breath,  and  then 
grabbled  in  the  water,  in  the  bottom  of  the  ^river,  and  got  up  some  rocks — I  think 
about  twenty-pound  rocks.  I  am  a  pretty  good  judge  of  water,  for  I  have  fished  a 
great  deal.  They  tied  these  rocks  with  a  rox^e  as  close  as  they  could  get  to  my  neck, 
and  then  the  question  was,  who  would  go  out  with  me.  It  was  put  upon  Johnson  and 
Peace,  that  they  should  take  me  out  and  finish.  Gibson  remarked,  "  When  you  are 
done  with  him,  and  he  is  drowned,  tie  the  rope  to  that  snag,  so  that  when  he  rises  he 
will  not  float  off."  They  took  me  out  about  fifty  yards ;  at  the  point  where  they 
stopped  the  water  was  about  to  the  waist-band  of  mypants,  a  little  deeper  than  it  was 
before.  One  got  on  each  side  of  me,  and  they  put  me  to  the  bottom,  sunk  me  to  the 
bottom,  and  held  me  there.  Well,  I  just  gave  up  ;  I  reflected  this  is  the  last ;  I  was 
out  of  breath.  As  I  strangled  and  caught  my  breath,  they  raised  me  to  the  top  and 
took  the  rocks  loose  and  led  me  back  to  the  bank.  Sam  Moore  was  sitting  there,  and 
told  me  to  take  a  seat  by  him.  I  sat  doAvn  pretty  close  to  him.  He  said,  "  Squire, 
w^hen  I  started  out  this  morning  I  meant  to  do  just  what  I  told  you  last  spring  I  would 
do  ;  but  I  have  concluded  to  spare  your  life,  and  I  had  hard  work  to  do  so.  I  thought 
I  would  spare  your  life,  though,  thinking  you  might  be  useful."  What  he  meant  by 
that  remark  I  don't  know,  and  I  have  never  been  able  to  make  that  out.  "  Well,"  says 
I,  "  a  man  in  my  condition  will  accept  almost  any  terms  to  save  his  life."  Says  he, 
"  We  are  going  to  keep  you  a  close  prisoner  until  after  court,  and  you  have  got  to  keep 
your  daughter  Fannie  and  your  son  John  away  from  court."  And  another  one  of  the 
party,  I  don't  remember  which,  remarked,  ''  And  other  witnesses."  "  No,"  says  Moore, 
"  them  three  will  be  enough ;  we  can  manage  the  balance,  and,"  says  he,  "if  Fannie 
and  John  appear  at  that  court  we  will  kill  you  certain,  and  if  ever  you  tell  anything 
that  has  been  done  to-day  we  will  kill  you  ;  do  you  mark  that  ?"  I  agreed  to  it.  Gib- 
son and  Johnson  immediately  commenced  putting  on  their  clothes  about  this  time  and 
gathering  up  their  disguises ;  they  didn't  put  the'm  on  any  more,  I  think.  One  of  them 
took  the  hood  T  had  been  blindfolded  with  off  with  him,  and  left  Moore  and  these  two 
men  that  were  apparent  strangers  with  me.  By  this  time  it  was  after  sundown,  or 
*half  way  between  sundown  and  dusk. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Had  they  then  taken  the  hood  off  you  and  untied  your  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  hood  had  been  taken  off  me  when  I  first  went  to  the  river, 
and  the  bandage  put.  on  my  eyes  ;  but  that  came  off'  pretty  soon,  and  at  this  time  my 
hands  were  untied  when  I  came  out,  but  the  rope  was  still  around  my  neck.  They 
made  me  walk  with  them,  one  of  them  held  the  rope,  out  some  thirty  steps  from  the 
bank  of  the  river,  may  be  farther,  into  a  large  cornfield  where'  they  gathered  corn  to 
feed  their  stock  with.  There  at  that  place  I  had  a  chance  of  looking  around,  and  knew 
the  ground  well — the  field  I  was  ini  I  was  satisfied  about  the  place  before,  but  now  I 
knew  that  it  was  Frank  Gibson's  field  over  on  the  island.    When  they  got  the  corn  to 
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feed  the  stock  I  asked  Moore  if  be  liad  a  match  to  make  a  fire  ;  that  I  was  very  cold, 
my  clothes  beiug  all  wet.  He  made  afire  in  a  drift  of  dry  wood,  and  he  tied  the  ropo 
to  a  sapling — the  other  hand — I  may  say  he  tied  me  to  the  sapling.  I  took  olf  my 
clothes,  wrung  them  out  aiKl  dried  them  as  fast  as  I  could,  holding  them  to  the  fire 
tolerably  comfortable.  We  were  there  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  until  it  was  good 
dark.  Moore  told  me  we  had  to  leave  there;  to  get  my  clothes  all  on,  to  fix  up;  we 
must  get  away  farther.  I  got  my  clothes  on,  and  during  the  time  I  was  fixing  my 
clothes  they  were  gathering  up  their  disguises.  These  two  strange  ones  had  put  on 
their  cvery-day  clothes  previous  to  that  time.  They  were  gathering  up  their  disguises 
and  fixing  up  their  budget,  some  way  or  other,  when  some  discussion  occurred  between 
them  and  Moore  about  the  convenience  of  carryiug  disguises.  Moore  said  he  always 
carried  his  under  or  on  top,  asifc  suited  him,  and  that  he  had  no  trouble  in  turning 
them ;  and  he  took  off  his  disguise  nnd  took  off  his  every-day  pants  and  coat,  and  then 
put  on  his  disguise  suit  next  to  his  drawers,  or  under  what  was  liis  outer  clothes  ;  put 
on  his  every-day  clothes,  hiding  the  disguises  entirely  from  view.  The  face  covering  I 
didn't  see.  Moore  remarked,  ''  The  S(piire  don't  know  nobody  but  me,  and  I  am  not 
afraid  of  him  ;"  and  this  man  by  the  name  of  Boyce  remarked,  "He  dou'fc  know  me." 
"  No,"  says  I,  "  I  don't  believe  I  do,"  and  I  didn't  at  the  time.  This  otlier  one  remarked, 
"  You  don't  know  me  ?  '^  I  looked  at  him  and  said  I,  "  They  have  been  calling  you 
George,  and  I  think  it  is  George  Peace.  I  am  ]>retty  certain  ; "  and  he  looked  at  one 
of  the  others  right  quickly,  and  then  turned  immediately  to  me  and  sort  of  smiled  and 
said,  "You  are  mistaken  about  the  Peace.  My  name  is  George."  I  said,  "I  have  not 
seen  George  for  some  time.  I  used  to  kiiow  him.  Probably  I  am  mistaken,"  and  that 
l^assed  off  at  that.  They  fixed  for  leaving  the  place  and  put  a  disguise  cap  over  me, 
then  blindfolded  me — one  of  their  own  caps.  They  put  that  over  my  head;  my  hands 
were  not  tied  any  more  then.  'l  was  helped  up  behind  one  of  them,  and  struck  out  in 
the  direction  up  the  river.  It  was  then  dark,  and  I  happened  to  be  the  hindermost 
one  of  the  crowd  and,  having  the  use  of  my  hands,  I  slipped  up  the  fiice  covering  so  I 
could  see,  and  I  kept  the  locality  and  knew  the  ground  all  the  way  to  where  we 
stopped.  At  a  certain  point  Moore  turned  off  and  left  me  and  the  other  two  men,  and 
said  he  would  go  and  get  some  brandy,  and  told  them  whereto  stop  afc — -a  certain  cross- 
fence.  We  went  on  up  to  that  cross-fence  and  Ave  all  got  down.  I  laid  down  on  a  pile 
of  rails,  resting  myself.  Directly  Moore  came  back  and  had  some  brandy — a  quart. 
They  put  on  with  me  then,  and  stopped  at  length,  as  they  supposed,  at  a  place  that  I 
did  not  know  anything  about,  but  it  was  south  of  Frank  Gibson's  house — or  rather  his 
horse-lot — at  the  back  of  a  plum-thicket.  Moore  left  us  there  to  go  to  the  house  and 
see  if  anybody  was  there  or  who  was  there.  W^hile  he  was  gone  this  man  I  did  not 
recognize  commenced  talking  to  me  about  how  badly  I  had  acted  in  lawing  these  men 
for  what  they  had  done  to  me  last  spring,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  said  about  it  be- 
tween him  and  me.  Finally  he  remarked,  "  I  am  a  friend  of  Sam  Moore.  I  don't  live 
about  here.  I  live  in  Tennessee.  I  was  down  here  at  Sam  Moore's  at  the  time  of  that 
Blair  raid  about  twelve  months  ago.  I  staid  all  night  with  Sam  Moore."  Right 
there  I  knew  who  it  was.  I  had  staid  all  night  with  Sam  Moore  the  same  night  my- 
self 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  Boyce ;  there's  where  I  detected  him  ;  he  had  been  strange  to  me ;  I  had  not 
got  at  him  before  that  time.  After  a  while  Moore  came  back,  and  they  led  me  from 
there  to  the  house.  They  watched  me  very  close  about  keeping  me  blindfolded,  but  I 
w^ould  occasionally  get  it  slipped  up  a  little  so  as  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  surrounding 
objects  as  well  as  I  could;  I  knew  Frank  Gibson's  stables.  We  w^alked  right  through 
a  i^assage  between  the  crib  and  the  stables.  When  we  crossed  the  fence,  to  get  in  the 
yard,  I  knew  the  yard;  it  was  full  of  locust  trees;  I  could  discover  them  through  the 
disguise — it  was  a  thin,  domestic  concern,  and  1  could  get  the  shadow  or  outlines  of  the 
locust  trees  through  that ;  besides,  I  got  my  hand  up  once  so  as  to  look  out  a  little. 
They  took  me  into  the  back  of  the  house,  and  around  through  the  house,  up  stairs,  to 
a  very  comfortable  bed,  and  told  me  I  could  sleep  there.  They  scattered  off,  except 
one  of  the  party  that  staid  with  me. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Was  the  rope  taken  off  your  neck  then  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  rope  was  still  around  my  neck  all  this  time.  One  of  the  party, 
I  don't  remember  which,  staid  with  me.  I  was  guarded  all  the  time,  and  they  were 
passing  backward  and  forward.  In  a  short  time  they  put  a  chain  on  me.  Moore 
attempted  first  to  lock  both  ankles  together,  but  he  could  not  get  the  thing  lo  fit. 
Finally,  he  locked  it  around  one  ankle  to  the  bedstead.  They  brought  me-^ome 
supper,  and  I  ate  a  few  bites  and  tried  to  compose  myself  as  well  as  I  could.  By  this 
time  I  had  taken  this  blindfold  off'  of  my  head  entirely,  when  I  went  to  eat  in  their 
presence,  and  they  did  not  put  it  back.  Well,  I  slept  a  very  little  that  night;  I  was 
guarded;  one  of  the  men  slept  in  the  room;  he  laid  on  a  pallet  across Jthe  room  from 
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me.  I  had  tlie  Opportunity  of  looking  around.  There  was  a  light  burning  in  the  room ; 
I  recognized  the  room  ;  I  knew  the  place ;  I  had  been  in  the  room  many  a  time  before; 
I  had  gone  up  the  stairs  many  a  time  before,  and  knew  all  the  surroundings.  About 
an  hour  before  day  they  unlocked  me,  put  a  heavy  coat  'on  me,  or  gave  it  to  me  to 
wear,  and  blindfolded  me  and  took  me  off— Moore,  Boyce,  and  Peace.  They  took  me 
off  south  from  Gibson's  to  a  slough  of  the  Tennessee  River,  to  a  thicket  of  cane,  briers, 
and  weeds.  It  had  been  a  cleared  piece  of  land,  but  grew  up  very  densely  with  weeds 
land  undergrowth.  Boyce  and  Peace  there  left  us — I  suppose  to  go  home.  They  left 
Moore  with  me.  Moore  then  chained  my  ankles  together ;  he  used  a  padlock  to  secure 
my  feet,  about  six  inches  apart.  Oue  of  the  parties  that  left  took  the  hood  they  had 
over  my  face  with  him.  I  was  not  blindfolded  any  longer.  Moore  staid  with  me  all 
day,  and  guarded  me  with  pistols  and  a  double-barreled  shot-gun.  About  eight  or  nine 
o'clock  Gibson  brought  us  breakfast  and  some  water. 

Question.  Gibson  no  longer  concealed  ? 

Ansiver.  No  longer  concealed ;  he  came  in  his  natural  clothing  then.  They  furnished 
me  with  a  pencil  and  a  sheet  of  paper  to  write  a  letter  to  my  daughter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Gibson  did  ? 

Answer.  Gibson.  I  wrote  the  letter  to  my  daughter,  stating  that  I  was  alive,  and  a 
close  prisoner,  and  that  I  had  the  promise  of  my  life  upon  certain  conditions;  that  my 
life  was  in  her  hands ;  that  they  would  keep  me  a  prisoner  until  after  court,  and  if  she 
and  John  appeared  against  me  at  court  they  would  kill  me.  I  stated  to  her  that  if  she 
valued  my  life  as  a  child  should  the  life  of  a  parent,  I  did  not  want  her  to  go  to  court 
at  all — neither  one  of  them.  I  repeated  that  several  times,  in  order  to  do  as  much 
writing  as  I  could,  in  order  to  convince  her  that  I  was  alive,  to  let  her  become  familiar 
with  the  handwriting.  I  knew  it  would  be  a  very  hard  matter  to  convince  them  I  was 
living,  and  I  used  another  expedient  to  convince  them  that  I  had  done  the  writing ; 
that  was  this :  I  recounted  to  my  wife  a  part  of  a  conversation  that  she  and  I  had  had 
just  a  few  moments  before  they  had  captured  me.     . 

Question.  Why,  was  not  your  daughter  familiar  with  your  handwriting? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  but  I  knew  it  would  be  a  hard  matter  to  convince  them  under 
the  excitement.  They  were  not  prepared  to  see  my  handwriting  any  more.  Clear  of 
the  excitement,  she  would  know  my  writing  anywhere  among  a  thousand,  perhaps; 
but  the  difficulty  would  be  to  convince  her  that  I  was  alive.  There  was  still  another 
difficulty  in  the  way ;  I  was  afraid  they  would,  maybe,  not  comply  with  my  x)romise ; 
that  they  would  think  that  these  parties  had  forced  me  to  write  that,  and  had  then 
put  me  to  death;  .and  under  that  impression  I  knew  she  would  be  more  resolute 
than  she  had  been  in  the  first  prosecution.  I  delivered  that  letter  to  Gibson  about  11 
o'clock. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  On  Tuesday  ? 

Answer.  On  Monday.  He  promised  me  by  everything  sacred,  on  the  honor  of  a 
gentleman,  that  my  family  should  have  that  letter;  should  have  it  immediately,  just 
as  quick  as  it  could  be  conveyed.  He  promised  to  envelop  it  and  fix  it  all  right.  It 
was  given  up  to  them  to  manage  in  their  own  way.  Johnson,  in  the  mean  time,  was 
there  when  Gibson  received  the  letter.  Moore  sent  him  home  to  get  some  tobacco  for 
him.  We  were  both  out  and  both  wanted  it  very  badly.  He  came  back  with  the  tobacco 
in  two  or  three  hours — a  couple  of  hours,  perhaps — and  he  said,  "Moore,  I  had  a  pretty 
hard  time  at  home.  Aunt  Strange" — an  aunt  of  his  wife — "accused  me  of  being  out 
Ku-Kluxing  all  day,  and  I  had  to  manage  the  best  I  could  to  get  the  tobacco  and  get 
away."  He  gave  that  as  an  excuse  for  his  staying  so  long.  Well,  I  don't  remember 
anything  worthy  of  note  in  the  conversation  between  Moore  and  Johnson.  Yes,  Moore 
had  told  me  in  the  mean  time  that  he  believed  it  would  be  9,  good  plan  to  turn  me 
loose  there  and  let  me  go  home,  and  lie  named  that  to  Johnson  and  they  talked  aside 
from  me  privately  to  themselves  upon  some  subject.  I  suppose  that  was  the  subject 
they  talked  upon.  Finally,  after  they  came  back  and  sat  down  where  I  was,  Johnson 
told  Moore,  "  You  all  do  as  you  please.  Whatever  you  do  I  will  agree  to.  It  will  be 
all  right  with  me ;"  and  he  went  off.  About  4  o'clock  Gibson  came  back  badly  excited 
and  terribly  scared.  He  reported  to  Moore  that  there  was  bad  news.  "  What  is  it  ?  " 
said  Moore.  "Well,"  said  he,  "Weir's  folks  have  got  to  town  and  have  reported  this 
case,  and  the  whole  country  is  up  in  arms,  and  they  are  out  after  us ;  and  I  wouldn't 
be  surprised  if  there  is  w'arrants  out  for  you  and  me  both.  There  is  terrible  excitement 
and  they  will  be  down  here."  He  talked  fast.  Finally,  he  proposed,  I  think,  that  we 
had  better  go  to  Tennessee.  Well,  Moore  got  him  a  little  cool.  Moore  is  a  very  cool- 
headed  man — hard  to  excite.  He  got  him  cooled  down  a  little,  and  got  him  to  tell  off 
all  who  composed  the  posse  that  was  down  there.    He  told  off  a  good  many  of  their 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Who  did  lie  tell  were  out  ? 

Answc7\  He  spoke  of  Mr.  Coleman  and  Sowell,  and  a  young  man  named  Lindsay.  I 
can't  recollect  the  names,  but  lie  named  a  good  many. 

Question.  It  was  Dan  Coleman's  party? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  tlie  sauie  party.  I  don't  know  which  really  commanded.  Cole- 
man was  along  and  the  deputy  sheriff.  Well,  they  discussed  the  matter  for  some  time, 
and  proposed  to  go  to  Tennessee,  and  Gibson  proposed  staying  with  him  right  there  and 
dying  with  Moore  ;  as  he  had  goue  into  it  with  Moore,  he  said  he  would  die  with  him, 
and  he  remarked  to  me,  in  the  mean  time,  '^  Squire,  I  wouldn't  hurt  you  for  anything 
in  the  world.  I  glory  in  your  being  a  radical.  You  are  an  honest  man.  You  are  i^ot 
like  old  Spaulding,  at  Athens.  He  is  thinking  of  money.  You  have  been  the  same  all 
the  time.  I  won't  hurt  you;  but  if  they  were  to  come  on  you,  just  between  you  and 
me,  1  will  tell  you  that  they  would  never  take  anybody  but  me."  I  inferred  from  that 
that  he  would  kill  me  rather  than  let  my  friends  have  me.  That  was  only  an  infer- 
ence that  I  drew  from  his  remark.  After  discussing  who  were  in  the  crowd,  Moore 
remarked  that  he  ''could  clean  out  all  such  crowds  as  that,  if  we  had  the  crowd  to- 
gether," and  the  Smith  boys  were  mentioned.  Tiiey^  were  the  only  names  they  did 
mention.  Well,  about  this  time  I  put  in.  I  began  to  think  of  consulting  my  own 
safety  a  little.  I  wanted  to  get  Gibson  away.  I  said,  "  Frank,  if  you  are  looking 
for  these  men  to  come  down  here  to  your  house,  as  they  told  you  they  would  come,  you 
go  along  home  and  calm  yourself  down,  and  receive  them  kindly,  as  you  are  able  to  do, 
{jnd  feed  their  stock  for  them,  and  feed  them.  If  they  waut  to  make  a  search  for  Weir 
you  can  very  easily  mislead  them  and  take  them  anywhere  else  than  this  place,"  and 
they  fell  upon  that  i)lan  ;  that  he  was  to  go  back  up  to  the  house  and  not  stay  with 
the  rest ;  he  was  to  go  back  and  be  as  cool  as  circumstances  would  permit. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  your  xiolicy  in  getting  rid  of  Gibson  ? 

Anstver.  Because  of  his  remark,  that  if  he  was  with  me  and  the  crowd  came  on  them, 
they  would  not  take  any  but  him  ;  it  was  a  remark  I  didn't  like;  he  left ;  just  before 
he  left,  he  and  Moore  stood  a  few  feet  from  me — only  four  or  five  feet — and  were  talking 
low,  and  I  lieard  Moore  say,  ''  1  will  take  him  to  Smith's."  After  Gibson  was  gone, 
Moore  fixed  and  took  his  mule  that  he  had  with  him  into  a  very  dense  cane  thicket, 
and  we  crawled  deeper  into  the  thicket  for  fear  some  one  might  find  us  ;  just  about 
that  time  I  was  about  as  keen  to  keep  my  friends  from  fiuding  me  or  getting  too  close 
to  us,  as  they  were  to  discover  us ;  for  in  studying  upon  that  thing,  it  had  come  right 
forcibly  upon  me  that  these  men  would  kill  me  rather  than  let  my  friends  find  me  aliVe. 
We  lay  in  that  position  until  dark — until  it  was  good  dark ;  Moore  unlocked  my 
feet,  took  the  chain  off  of  my  feet,  kept  the  rope  around  my  neck,  had  me  get  up  in  the 
saddle  and  ride  before.  I  had  ridden  so  much  behind,  on  the  day  before,  that  I  had  got 
chafed  by  the  rough  riding,  and  complained  of  it,  so  he  put  mo  before,  and  we  rode  on 
toward  Gibson's,  and  got  back  of  his  lot,  at  this  plum  thicket,  where  he  let  down  the  fence 
and  let  in  his  mule,  and  I  crawled  into  the  thick  x)art  of  it,  some  fifteen  feet  perhaps  ; 
he  spread  down  a  quilt  or  comfort,  that  we  had  brought  with  us  to  lie  on,  and  I  sat 
down  on  it ;  Moore  locked  me  securely,  then,  to  a  plum-bush,  and  asked  me  for  my 
knife ;  I  handed  it  to  him ;  he  says,  '•'  I  have  no  locks  to  be  picked.  I  am  going  to 
leave  you  for  a  Avliile.  We  must  go  to  Tennessee."  He  was  gone  some  time;  I  don't 
know  whether  he  got  to  the  house  or. not ;  he  came  back  though,  and  reported  that  he 
could  not  make  any  discovery ;  he  could  not  find  Frank  ;  lying  there  a  while,  he 
remarked,  "  Somebody  is  coming.  I  hear  my  hounds  barking  up  at  the  house."  Well, 
he  would-  go  off  and  I  went  to  sleep  ;  I  had  not  slept  any  the  night  before  and  was 
badly  fatigned  ;  I  slept,  and  I  reckon  I  slept  pretty  sound,  but  not  long  at  a  time  with- 
out waking  ;  he  was  absent  at  one  timcAvhen  I  awoke,  and  at  another  time  I  woke  and 
he 'was  lying  by  me  ;  I  asked  if  he  had  seen  Frank.  He  said,  "Yes;  the  fool  was  so 
excited  that  he  has  let  his  mule  get  away  with  the  saddle  on  it,  and  we  are  not  likely  to 
get  off."  He  staid,  I«dou't  know  how  long  ;  I  think  I  fell  asleep  before  he  left  again  ;  I 
was  not  i)aying  much  attention  at  that  time  to  what  was  going  on  ;  he  left  mo  again 
and  came  back  and  reported  that  one  of  their  party  came  over  to  us  ;  he  remarked, 
"  Squire,  one  of  their  men  has  come  to  us."  "  Who  is  it,  Sam  ?  "  I  said.  He  said,  "  I 
can't  tell  you  that."  I  says,  "  If  it  is  secret,  I  don't  want  to  hear  it."  I  says,  "  What 
are  you  going  to  do  to  get  away  from  here  ?  " 

Question.  Did  he  refer  to  that  i)osse  when  he  spoke  of  one  having  3ome  over  to 
them  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  referred  to  that  posse,  and  he  said  the  posse  was  camped  at  my 
house  and  everything  w^as  closely  guarded.  Gibson  had  told  me  .in  the  mean  time  that 
he*had  given  my  letter  into  the  hands  of  a  friend,  a  gentleman  who  he  was  certain 
would  deliver  it  to  the  family  before  sundown,  or  put  it  on  the  gate-post,  where  they 
could  get  it  at  milking-time.  When  Moore  told  me  the  posse  was  at  my  house  I  said 
''What  has  become  of  my  letter  ?"    He  said,  "I  am  afraid  Fannie  will  not  get  it."    I 
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said,  ^^I  am  afraid  so  too,  and  it  is  very  importaut  that  slie  should  have  it.  She  must 
have  one."  Ho  says,  ^'Yoa  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  writing."  FiDally  he  Avent 
off  a  few  minutes  and  came  back  and  said,  "  Squire,  we  mnst  get  away  from  here."  He 
unlocked  me  then  and  dropped  the  chain  right  there.  He  didn't  i)retend  to  take  it  up, 
but  took  the  rope  and  led  his  mule  and  me  both  out  of  the  thicket,  across  the  fence, 
out  into  the  road. 

Question,  Was  this  on  Tuesday  morning  ? 

Avsiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  Tuesday  morning  about  3  o'clock,  as  well  as  I  can  tell. 

Question.  Before  daylight  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  2  or  3  o'clock,  judging  by  the  travel  that  we  did,  up  to  daylight. 
I  discovered  a  man  sitting  on  a  mule,  or  a  horse,  just  to  my  right,  north  of  me,  as  I 
came  out.  Moore  had  his  gray  mare  there.  That  was  a  nag  that  had  not  been  there. 
He  had  his  mule  with  us  all  dftj^,  but  his  mare  was  there  buc  no  saddle.  He  put  me 
on  the  mule  and  jiassed  the  rope  down  several  times  around  the  left  leg  and  stirrup, 
around  the  mule,  and  tied  it  around  the  right  ankle.  He  gave  the  double-barreled  gun 
he  had  had  all  day  to  this  man  that  was  on  the  mule — 1  will  call  it  a  nmle  now," for 
looking  at  it  I  discovered  the  distinction — and  bounded  on  his  gray  mare,  bare-back, 
started  off,  and  ordered  us  to  follow.  He  immediately  turned  east  on  the  south  line  of 
this  thicket — this  plum  thicket— and  kept  in  that  direction  until  he  passed  out  of  the 
plantation.  He  traveled  in  about  the  same  direction,  through  blind  jiaths  and  woods  to 
the  place  where  Jim  Bradford  was  living.  He  there  tried  to  borrow  a  saddle  of  him, 
but  Bradford  was  not  at  home;  he  didn't  find  anybody.  He  went  on,  keeping  in  an 
easterly  direction.  In  the  mean  time,  in  going  on  there,  I  heard  him  calling  this  guard 
behind  me  by  the  name  of  Hiram.  I  made  it  up  in  my  mind  that  when  daylight  came, 
if  I  had  an  opportunity,  I  would  try  to  see  Who  he  was.  About  daylight  we  were  going 
through  an  old  field,  and  this  guard  called  a  halt,  and  rode  up  to  us  and  remarked  that  he 
always  did  like,  when  he  was  in  an  old  field  about  daylight,  to  have  something  to  drink, 
and  he  pulled  out  a  bottle  of  brandy,  and  him  and  Moore  clrank  there — drank  about  all  of 
it.  It  was  a  small  quantity.  I  there  discovered  who  he  was.  It  was  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Hiram  Higgins,  who  is  named  on  the  list  of  witnesses  in  the  case  against  Moore.  In  trav- 
eling on  from  there  in  an  easterly  direction  some  two  or  three  miles  further,  we  came 
to  a  creek  called  Round  Island  Cre<3k,  and  Moore  turned  down  the  creek.  I  was  per- 
fectly well  acquainted  with  the  whole  country  we  had  traveled  over.  I  had  no  incum- 
brances, except  that  my  feet  were  tied  under  the  mule.  It  was  a  terrible  thicket.  Ho 
Ivept  on  down  the  south  direction,  and  crossed  the  Mooresville  road  and  kept  on  pretty 
near  to  the  Brown's  Ferry  road  in  the  direction  of  Tennessee  River.  I  there  became 
alarmed,  thinking,  from  the  course  they  were  going,  that  I  would  have  one  more  trip 
to  the  river,  and  it  would  be  my  last.  I  asked'  Moore  where  he  was  going,  or  what  he 
was  going  to  do.    He  said^  "  I  am  going  to  Lincoln  County." 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  In  Tennessee  ? 

Anstcer.  Tennessee.  Says  I,  "  You  are  going  right  towards  the  Tennessee  River  here. 
Right  down  there  is  Brownsville,  and  here  is  the  Mooresville  road,  and  here  is  Albert 
Yarborough's  plantation,  and'  over  here  is  John  Black's  j)lantation."  He  gave  a  look 
about  and  discovered  his  mistake  and  remarked  that  he  was  lost.  He  looked  about  a 
minute  or  two  and  says, '"We  must  get  out  up  yonder."  By  this  time  it  was  broad 
daylight.  You  could  see  anywhere.  Albert  Yarborough's  house  was  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  where  we  were,  and  you  could  see  it  plainly.  Wo  retraced  our  steps  across 
a  field  until  we  struck  the  woods  on  the  north  of  the  plantation,  and  there  turned  east, 
going  on  rather  in  the  direction  of  Athens  through  the  woods,  and  Moore  became  very 
tired  of  riding  bare-back  and  x)roposed  a  rest.  He  untied  me  and  we  all  dislnounted 
and  hitched.  I  threw  down  my  comfort  that  I  had  and  laid  down  on  it.  He  and  this 
man  Higgins  were  off  some  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  talking  pretty  well  all  the  time  to- 
gether. I  was  paying  no  attention  to  what  they  said.  I  think  we  staid  there  about 
an  hour,  and  Moore  said  we  must  get  away  from  here.  He  said,  "  I  want  breakfast." 
I  commenced  gathering  up  my  quilt  or  comfort  and  taking  up  the  rope ;  it  was  very 
long.  I  was  taking  it  up  out  of  my  way.  He  said,  "  Squire,  take  that  rope  off  Yoti 
are  ]]o  longer  my  prisoner.  You  are  at  liberty  and  can  knock  around  with  us  or  go 
home."  I  remarked  tliat  I  believed  I  would  stay  with  him.  I  was  bare-headed  and 
had  no  coat ;  my  chance  of  getting  liome  was  very  suspicious ;  somebody  might  see 
me,  and  it  prol>ably  would  not  be  safe.  Now,  my  real  object  in  staying  with  him  was, 
I  thought  that  some  of  his  body  of  men  might  be  lying  in  ambush  to  kill  me  as  I  was 
going  home  ;  that  he  had  now  a  witness  by  which  he  could  jjrove  that  he  had  turned 
me  loose  safe  at  a  certain  place,  and  I  determined  on  staying  with  him,  knowing  that 
1  was  liberated,  and  I  was  not  afraid  of  his  doing  me  iujurj'-  individually.  Well,  he 
struck  out  from  there  and  said  he  would  go  to  Ben's  and  get  some  breakfast.  I  subse- 
quently learned  that  that  was  a  man  named  Ben  Glaze,  a  relation  of  his.  We  put  out ; 
t  was,  maybe,  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  to  Glaze's,  and  we  kept  the  woods  pretty 
much  all  the  time.    Wo  crossed  the  Brown's  Ferry  road  in  the  mean  time ;  1  knew  it 
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very  well ;  I  bad  a  very  good  kDowledgc  of  the  country  and  had  had  all  the  time  :  I 
could  have  struck  out  and  made  any  point  I  might  have  wanted  to  pretty  well.  When 
he  got  to  a  certain  place  he  turned  out  and  went  isto  a  thicket  and  swamp — it  was  a 
dense  thicket — and  dismounted  and  told  Hiram  Higgins  to  ride  up  to  Ben's  ahd  see  if 
he  was  at  home,  and  make  arrangements  to  have  breakfast.  Higgins  pat  out  and  re- 
ported that  Ben's  wife  said  that  Ben  had  gone  to  Jones  Lane  for  a  load  of  cotton-seed 
and  might  not  be  back  before  twelve  o'clock  and  maybe  not  before  night,  aud  it  was 
a  bad  chance.  Moore  said, ''I  will  go  to  the  house."  He  got  on  his  mule  that  had 
the  saddle,  the  one  that  I  had  been  ridiug,  and  rode  to  the  house  aud  returned  and 
reported  in  the  course  of  an  hour  thafc  Ben  was  gone  and  there  was  no  chance  to  get 
any  thiug  to  eat  before  dinner ;  that  there  was  a  couple  of  strange  ladies  at  Ben's,  and  he 
could  get  dinner  when  dinner  was  cooked.  He  didn't  stay  but  a  few  minutes;  he 
didn't  want  to  arouse  any  suspicion.  He  had  put  uj)  his  mule  at  the  house  and  fed 
there.  He  came  back  and  in  about  a  half  an  hour  I  heard  the  car  whistle  up  at 
Athens,  about  two  miles  off.  He  brought  dinner  to  us,  and  I  at(3  dinner ;  it  was  very 
good,  and  I  ate  heartily.  He  went  back  then  to  the  house,  and  Higgins  and  I  enjoyed 
ourselves  some,  talking  about  One  thing  and  another.  We  had  been  acquainted 
and  know  one  another  well.  We  got  to  talking  about  old  times  and  associates.  Moore 
came  to  us  along  in  the  evening — well,  about  the  middle  of  the  evening— I  think,  and 
about  two  hours  before  night,  Higgins  left  us  and  went  home  to  Athens.  The  calculation 
was  that  they  had  got  tired  of  hunting  for  me  and  had  gone  off,  and  that  the  squad 
had  all  gone  back  and  that  everything  had  cooled  down,  and  Moore  and  I  conld  make 
it  home  pretty  easily.  W^e  staid  there  until  about  sundown,  when  we  saddled  up 
and  struck  out  for  home,  keeping  the  woods  and  unfrequented  wood-roads  and  paths, 
&c.,  keeping  in  a  westerly  direction  toward  home  until  dark,  and  then  struck  across 
for  the  big  road,  what  is  called  the  Florence  and  Athens  road.  I  led  the  way,  being 
the  best  acquainted  with  the  courses  and  the  section  of  country.  I  struck  that  road 
about  five  miles  west  of  Athens.  We  kept  the  road  on  to  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
of  my  home;  then  I  dismounted  and  turned  the  nag—his  mare  that  I  was  riding- 
over  to  Moore,  and  he  fixed  up  and  went  on  home,  and  I  went  across  to  my  home. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  time  did  you  reach  your  home  ? 

Answer.  It  was  evening ;  I  reckon  it  was  10  o'clock.  The  family  had  all  gone  to  bed. 
They  had  staid  up  tolerably  late  under  the  excitement.  One  or  two  of  the  neighboring 
men — my  son-in-law  was  one — were  there.  They  were  acting  as  a  guard.  They  had 
provided  themselves  with  a  pretty  gt)od  suppl^^'of  fire-arms,  and  I  had  to  use  a  good 
deal  of  discretion  to  get  to  the  house.  It  is  unnecessary,  however,  to  detail  that.  I 
found  though,  when  1  got  home,  that  the  squad  that  had  gone  out  there  had  taken  my 
daughter  Fanny  to  Athens  for  safety,  and  that  my  son  John  was  at  Mr.  Blackburn's, 
some  three  miles  farther.  The  next  morning  I  sent  my  son-in-law  to  town  to  get  Fan- 
nie and  bring  her  home,  and  acquaint  the  sheriff  privately  of  the  fact  thafc  I  was  safe 
and  wanted  to  see  him.  I  expected  to  carry  out  m^^  contract  with  him.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  worth  while  to  detail  mj  determination  in  that  thing  all  the  way  through 
or  not.  They  were  tolerably  desperate;  in  fact,  very  desperate.  Well,  I  will  state  it, 
anyhow.  They  had  robbed  me.  I  reflected  this  way :  They  were  a  set  of  outlaws ;  they 
had  robbed  me  of  the  poor  privilege  of  vindicating  myself  in  our  civil  courts.  At  the 
same  time  they  were  depriving  our  civil  offi.cers  of  an  ox^portuuity  of  enforcing  the  law 
by  forcing  witnesses  away  from  the  courts;  and  I  intended  (and  I  took  an  oath  on  it) 
that  they  should  not  enjoy  the  victory  long.  Well,  my  son-in-law  reported  to  the  sher- 
iff, and  he  immediately  gathered  up  a  posse  and  came  out  to  m^^  house  and  brought 
me  to  Athens  and  arrested  Moore.  He  and  Lentz  both  came  out  with  a  squad  of  men. 
They  arrested  Moore  and  guarded  him  at  my  house  that  night,  and  the  next  morning- 
he  brought  him  on  to  Athens,  and  he  was  there  committed  to  jail. 

Question.  Is  Moore  now  in  prison  on  that  charge  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  in  jail  in  this  place. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Sent  here  because  he  is  thought  to  be  more  secure  here  than  in  Athens  ?    . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  believed  that  his  friends  would  make  an  effort  to  rescue 
him  ;  and,  another  thing,  the  excitement  of  the  citizens  there  was  too  intense.  It 
would  not  have  been  safe  for  him  to  have  given  bond  there  in  Athens  and  to  have  been 
turned  loose.  If  he  had  given  a  bond  and  been  turned  loose  he  Avould  have  been  killed 
before  he  got  out  of  Athens.  I  am  satisfied  of  that,  for  the  excitement  was  intense 
against  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Now  you  may  give  the  names  of  all  the  persons  whom  you  identified,  from 
first  to  last,  in  this  second  raid  upon  you  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  Samuel  Moore,  Frank  Gibson,  Pink  Johnson^  Samuel  Boyce,  (1 
think  his  name  is  Samuel  Boyce,)  and  Geoge  Peace.  -»  t 

Hostea  Dy  'v^jOOQIC 


712         CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN    THE   SOUTHERN    STATES. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  And  this  Hiram  Higgins  ?  , 

Answer.  I  will  just  make  a  little  statement  liere  in  regard  to  Hiram  Higgins  that  it  is 
not  necessary,  I  reckon,  to  take  down. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  You  had  better  do  it,  because  Coleman  spoke  of  it,  too. 
Ausiver.  Well,  sir,  I  will 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  wanted  to  ascertain  the  names  of  all  besides  the  persons  already  named 
and  identified  by  you,  who  were  concerned  in  this  hanging  and  ducking  that  you 
have  described,  &c.,  from  first  to  last. 

Answe7\  These  five  were  the  men  concerned  in  the  ducldng.  'fhere  were  five  that  I 
know  that  I  saw,  disguised  parties  who  took  me  from  home.  The  increase  of  numbers 
that  I  am  satisfied  of  I  was  unable  to  see.  It  was  only  from  noise  of  horses'  feet,  and 
talking,  and  hearing  names  called  that  I  knew.  Now',  when  I  made  my  complaint  Mr. 
Coleman  wrote  out  the  complaint,  and  he  embraced  in  it  the  three  Smiths,  I  think, 
and  when  he  read  the  complaint  over  to  me  I  stopped  him  at  that  point  apd  remarked, 
'^  Cax)tain,  I  don^t  wish  to  go  any  farther  than  I  can  certainly  identify  in  this  matter.'^ 
There  was  another  lawyer  present,  Judge  Common,  and  he  remarked,  "You  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  they  were  along,'^  and  it  was  written  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  and  belief  that  tliese  parties  were  in.  Oue  of  these  Smiths  has  been  ar- 
rested, and  I  delivered  my  evidence  itk  detail  about  asT  have  here  from  first  to  last  j  but 
in  the  Smith  case  I  could  only  deliver  what'I  had  heard.  I  could  only  speak  of  what 
I  had  heard,  the  name  Smith  called  two  or  three  different  times,  and  Sunday  I  heard  it 
called  first,  and. I  heard  their  names  called  Monday  evening  in  connection  with  "the 
squad,"  or  "  my  boys,"  I  am  not  certain  which,  that  Moore  mentioned,  and  then  I  heard 
Moore  say  to  Gibson,  "  I  will  take  him  to  Smith's,"  and  his  aim  to  take  me  to  Tennes- 
see led  me  to  believe  that  the  Smiths  were  concerned.  Smith  proved  an  aliU — a  very 
strong  one.     I  didn't  stay  to  hear  the  evidence. 

Question.  You  may  go  on  with  the  explanation  that  you  were  going  to  make  in  re- 
gard to  Hiram  Higgins. 

Ansiver.  In  regard  to  Hiram  Higgins  I  came  to  this  conclusion,  that  I  would  not  say 
anything  about  his  being  along  to  anybody  as  long  as  I  could  avoid  it ;  that  I  would 
make  an  effort,  if  it  should  ever  come  to  trial,  and  introduce  him  as  a  witness  against 
Moore  in  regard  to  his  having  me  as  a  prisoner.  I  had  some  suspicion  that  maybe  he  might 
be  a  particular  friend  of  Moore,  and  he  would  get  out  of  the  way,  or  something  of  the 
sort ;  but  after  I  came  to  town  a  friend  came  to  me  and  asked  me  if  I  had  seen  Hiram 
Higgins'?  I  carelessly  remarked,  "No  ;  why  do  you  ask  the  question  ?'^  He  said,  "I 
just  wanted  to  know,  because  he  told  certain  men  that  he  had  been  with  you  and 
Moore  ;  that  they  had  been  feeding  you  like  a  fighting-cock,  and  that  man  is  no  friend 
of  yours,  and  he  is  making  light  of  the  matter,  and  I  got  around  Higgins,  and  he  told 
me  he  was  with  you."  Said  I,  "  If  he  has  told  it  himself  it  is  so.  I  will  say  he  w^as 
there ;"  and  I  then  told  him  about  the  wiiole  transaction  with  Higgins,  and  I  told 
Captain  Coleman.  Captain  Coleman  left  it  with  me  whether  be  should  include  Hig- 
gins in  thib  warrant,  and  have  him  arrested,  or  leave  him  for  a  witness,  and  I  decided 
that  I  would  rather  have  him  for  a  witness.  I  thought  it  would  be  a  benefit.  I  con- 
sulted with  men  who  knew  him  well,  whether  he  would  be  reliable  or  not.  They  gave 
it  in  that  he  would  be  reliable,  and  would  give  in  what  he  knew ;  and  he  has  told  a 
party  there  i)retty  well  the  whole  thing ;  never  in  my  presence,  but  I  have  been  told 
what  he  said,  and  I  felt  safe  in  having  him  as  a  witness. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  What  excuse  did  Higgins  make  for  his  being  there  ? 

Ansiver.  He  came  to  me — I  forget  the  time.  I  believe  it  was  on  the  morning;  well, 
it  was  after  Moore  was  put  in  jail ;  it  was  some  time  between  the  time  I  came  up  to 
Athens  and  the  trial  of  this  man  Smith ; "  it  was  in  the  course  of  a  week  or  ten  days.  I 
did  not  get  through  with  Smith.  By  the  way,  I  forgot  one  thing  that  I  ought  to  state  in 
connection  with  him.  That  was,  that  when  Smith  was  arrested  they  found  three  suits 
of  disguises  in  his  possession. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Let  me  ask  you  at  this  i^oint  how  these  disguises  corresponded  with  the  old- 
fashioned  Ku-Klux  disguise  ? 

Ansioer.  Well,  sir ;  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  saw  an  old-fashioned  Ku-Klux  garb.  I 
wish  to  say  something  after  I  get  through  with  this  in  regard  to  other  transactions 
that  have  taken  place. 

Question.  Go  on  and  finish  up  your  statement,  then. 

Ansivet\  I  was  on  Higgins.    Higgins  came  to  me  rather  in  a  pleasant  way,  laughing, 
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and  told  me  "I  had  no  ill-w ill. toward  yon  in  going  to  them  fellows  the  other  night. 
My  object  wsbs  to  find  out  all  I  could.  I  have  studied  devilment  so  much  all  my  lite,  I 
can  catch  almost  anybody  1  want  to.  I  knew  if  I  could  get  with  them  I  could  lind  out 
where  you  were."  That  was  his  explanation,  in  about  those  very  words.  I  remarked, 
*^  Hiram,  I  have  no  ill-will  towards  you ;  you  did  not  hurt  me.'^ 

Question.  Did  you  think  his  statement  to  you  was  sincere  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  did  not  dispute  it.    I  had  no  right  to  dispute  it. 

Question.  Do  you  think  he  really  meant  to  befriend  you  in  quitting  with  this  gang  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  Avell  enough  acquainted  with  him  to  dispute  his  word. 

Question.  Was  he  under  the  influence  of  liquor  when  you  first  saw  him  w4th  this 
gang? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  from  his  actions  he  seemed  to  be  very  stupid,  and  would  lag 
behind  a  good  deal.  I  put  it  up,  and  he  has  told  some  of  the  parties  that  he  had  been 
drinking. 

Question.  Was  he  on  foot  ? 

Answer.  On  horseback  all  the  time.  I  understand  that  he  told  parties  that  he  had 
been  drinking,  and  wandered  off  with  some  other  man,  and  found  himself  at  Gibson's. 
That  is  somewhat  equivocal.  It  is  mentioned  that  he  went  there  with  a  man  named 
Wammach,  that  brought  Sam  Moore's  gray  nag  to  him. 

Question.  Have  you  anything  further  to  add,  Mr.  Weir  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  if  you  will  permit  me,  I  will  give  you  something  of  ray  observa- 
tions of  some  other  cases  and  things,  and  matters  in  the  country  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years. 

Question.  Occurring  in  Limestone  County  ? 

Answer-  Yes^  sir.    Captain  Coleman  negl-ected 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Before  commencing  that  I  will  ask,  was  the  term  of  the  court  approaching 
when  they  took  you  out  the  last  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  before  the  holding  of  the  court  ? 

Answer.  One  week;  on  the  Monday  they  had  me  a  prisoner  the  court  was  just  that 
day  week.  Our  judge  holds  his  county  court  every  third  JSIonday,  and  this  was  the 
second  Monday  of  the  month  that  I  was  a  prisoner  with  them. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  In  the  second  seizure  of  your  person  and  maltreatment,  running  through 
two  or  three  days,  as  you  have  described  it,  did  this  man  Moore  seem  to  act  as  captain 
throughout  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  as  commander.  I  regarded  him  so,  and  they  all  seemed  to  yield  to 
his  command  in  every  phase.  In  both  cases  he  has  acted  in  the  capacity  of  commander ; 
and  he  named  that  in  his  remarks  to  me;  that  he  had  hard  work  to  save  me. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  that  the  same  man  Moore  now  in  jail  ? 

xinsicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  the  same  one  who  was  announced  this  year  as  candidate  for  sheriff  of 
Limestone  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  letter  which  got  out,  written,  I  think,  by  your  daughter? 

Answer.  It  was  written  by  my  wife.  The  circumstances  of  that  letter  I  can  relate  in 
detail  from  my  family.  I  was  not  xDresent.  I  can  give  that ;  if  it  ever  comes  up,  my 
wife  and  daughter  will  both  sustain  it.  I  had  written  two  letters  home — one  from 
Eastport  and  one  from  luka,  Mississippi.  I  wrote  them  within  two  or  three  days  of 
each  other.  I  directed  my  wife,  if  she  received  my  letter  in  time,  to  get  an  answer  to 
luka  by  the  twentieth  of  the  month ;  to  write  and  to  use  the  name  of  her  brother  in  the 
direction.  She  had  two  or  three  brothers  in  Mississippi,  but  not  in  that  part  of  the 
State.     One  of  them  we  had  been  regularly  corresponding  with  for  some  time. 

Question.  You  directed  her  to  direct  your  letter  in  his  name  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  his  name  to  me.  In  that  way  I  aimed  to  keep  the  parties  from 
knowing  where  I  was.  She  wrote  the  letter  and  took  it  to  a  friend— Parson  Dunn — an 
upright  man  and  a  good  friend,  and  got  him  to  back  the  letter,  giving  the  direction. 
Also  to  back  it  to  have  it  returned  if  not  called  for  in  such  a  time,  to  be  returned  to 
Susan  F.  Weir,  at  Athens.  Parson  Dunn  gave  the  letter  to  a  mail-carrier — it  is  a 
horse-mail,  as  it  is  called,  that  passes  from  Florence  to  Athens,  two  trips  a  week,  round 
trips — a  very  good  boy  that  frequently  carried  the.  old  gentleman's  mail  and  would 
bring  his  mail  back  from  Athens.  The  old  man  would  not  have  the  letter  mailed  at 
the  office  a  mile  below,  where  Blair  lived. 

Question.  Is  Blair  the  postmaster  at  your  nearest  post-office  ? 

AnsiLwr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  same  Blair  concerned  in  this  affair  ?  r~^  i 
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Ansiver.  The  father.  I  don't  "know  which  of  them  have  the  office.  I  do  not 
know  that  either  of  the  parties  are  responsible.  They  have  an  office  there  and 
there  is  a  mail  distributed  at  that  place.  The  mail-boy,  having  a  good  deal  to 
do  and  several  packages,  forgot  the  letter.  I  don't  suppose  he  thought  of  it  until  he 
passed  Parson  Dunn's  and  delivered  him  some  mail,  and  the  old  man  asked  him  if  he 
had  put  that  letter  in  the  office.  He  remarked,  ''  Yes,"  and  passed  on  ;  but,  in  fact,  he 
had  forgotten  the  letter,  and  he  told  the  story  to  the  old  man,  but  thought  he  would 
make  it  all  right  by  mailing  it  at  the  Lucky  Hit  post-office,  where  Blair  was  postmaster, 
and  he  handed  it  in  there.  He  was  ignorant  of  anything  being  wrong,  but  there  was 
my  wife's  name  on  the  letter,  and  she  right  there  in  the  neighborhood.  That  letter 
went  out  from  that  office,  for  on  the  18th— the  letter  was  dated  on  the  10th  or  12th — 
on  the  18th  these  x)arties  made  a  raid,  that  I  have  stated  here,  on  my  family,  ordering 
them  to  leave,  and  produced  that  letter,  and  tantalized  my  wife  with  the  language  she 
had  used  in  it.  She  had  stated  in  the  letter  that  this  man  PoUis,  as  she  has  told  me, 
had  come  to  the  gate  the  next  day  after  I  left,  and  she  had  ordered  him  off. 

Question.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  the  United  States  mail  was  interfered  with 
to  get  that  letter  out  ? 

Ansicer,  There  is  the  best  evidence.  You  will  find  that  Parson  Dunn  will  state  that 
he  gave  the  letter  to  the  boy — the  mail-carrier — and  the  boy  says  he  handed  the  letter 
in  there  at  that  office.     There  is  the  evidence. 

Question.  At  Lucky  Hit  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  this  is  the  identical  letter  my  wife  had  written. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  letter  was  postmarked  at  Lucky  Hit  or  not  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chaikman: 

Question.  Who  did  the  boy  say  he  delivered  it  to  at  the  post-office? 

Answer.  If  ho  has  stated  to  which  one  of  the  family,  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Question.  You  say  old  man  Blair  is  postmaster  there  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  he  is. 

Question.  Has  his  son  access  to  the  office  ? 

Ansice)\  Any  member  of  the  family  has.  I  have  been  about  there  a  great  deal. 
There  was  a  post-office  kept  there  before  the  war,  and  during  the  war,  and  all  the  time. 
I  have  lived  within  a  mile  of  the  place  for  eighteen  years,  and  any  member  of  the 
family,  male  or  female,  handles  the  mail. 

Question.  What  were  the  politics  of  the  postmaster,  old  man  Blair  ? 

Ansiver.  He  v/as  an  old-line  whig  before  the  war,  and  he  is  now  acting  with  the  dem- 
ocratic x)arty.  He  held  out  very  strong  Union  for  nearly  the  first  year  of  the  war,  and 
then  changed  over,  and  went  for  the  Southern  cause  heavy.  That  is  his  politics. 
Those  are  the  circumstances  of  the  letter.  It  was  clearly  identified  first  by  the  paper. 
My  wife,  not  having  any  letter-paper,  took  a  sheet  out  of  my  day-book,  or  rather  the 
book  that  I  keep  as  a  docket  in  my  office.  It  was  check-ruled  and  lined,  and  she  had 
written  it  with  red  ink.  Then  the  language,  too ;  they  read  the  letter  to  her  that 
night,  and  they  came  over  the  same  language  she  had  written  to  mo.  She  made  an 
attemjjt  to  get  hold  of  the  letter,  and  got  her  hands  on  it  once,  but  they  snatched  it 
back  ;  she  did  not  get  to  retain  it. 

Question.  During  this  second  raid,  was  anything  said  to  you  from  first  to  last  by  any 
of  the  parties  that  were  connected  with  this  outrage  upon  your  person  about  your 
political  sentiments  ? 

Answer.  I  do  no't  think  there  was.  I  have  no  recollection  that  that  was  mentioned 
at  all.  Under  so  much  excitement  it  is  hard  to  recollect  anything,  but  I  do  not  think 
they  ever  said  anything  to  me  about  political  matters  at  all. 

Question.  What  was  the  political  status  of  each  and  every  person  connected  with 
this  second  outrage  upon  your  person  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  regarded  it  as  very  low. 

Question.  I  do  not  speak  of  their  moral  or  social  status,  but  what  was  their  politics? 

Answer.  They  gloried  in  the  name  of  rebel  or  democrats.  They  are  what  they  gen- 
erally term  there,  and  in  Alabama  here,  the  conservative  democratic  party.  That  is 
the  name  of  the  party  now. 

Question.  This  man  Moore,  you  say,  was  a  candidate  for  the  nomination  of  sheriff  of 
Limestone  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  an  independent  candidate,  and  run  outside  of  the  convention. 

Question.  I  think  you  said  he  was  a  democrat  also  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  W^as  he  regarded  as  a  leader  in  that  part  of  the  county— prominent  as  a 
democrat  ? 

An^ver.  He  was  distinguished  as  a  leader  down  in  the  neighborh^ood. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  as  a  political  leader  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir,  and  a  leader  in  the  neighborhood.  Captain  Moore  was  very  popular 
right  in  that  neighborhood.    Ho  had  sonie  popularity  right  in  that  neighborhood,  so  I 
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have  learned  recently,  but,  as  a  leader,  he  has  no  popularity  in  the  county.    He  is  not 
recognized  by  such  jnen  as  Captain  Coleman  and  other  men  of  that  kind. 

Question.  You  expressed  a  wish  (o  give  an  account  of  other  disturbances  in  that  part 
of  the  country  during  the  last  two  or  three  years.  You  may  proceed  to  make  such 
statement  as  you  desire. 

Ansiver.  It  was  my  calculation  to  do  so,  if  I  was  permitted,  when  I  first  started  up 
here.  I  wanted  to  give  the  committee  all  the  information  I  could,  and  Captain  Cole- 
man told  me  this  morning  he  had  forgotten  some  things  that  he  w^anted  to  bring  to  the 
notice  of  the  committee. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Ansiver.  I  will  remark  here  that  during  the  existence  of  what  I  understand  to  be  the 
original  Ku-Klux  organization  I  never  saw  unj  of  tlem.  I  never  was  interrupted  or 
troubled,  notwithstanding  there  were  some  men  of  a  certain  class  that  I  had  but  little 
regard  for  their  opinion,  who  had  a  x)rejudice  against  me  in  regard  to  my  politics ;  but 
gentlemen,  or  men  who  I  regarded  as  gentlemen,  or  leading  men  of  the  democratic 
party,  never  mistreated  me  socially,  or  in  any  way  whatever.  I  have  never  been  so 
treated. 

Question.  You  were  always  free  and  outspoken  in  your  sentiments  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  my  neighbors  and  I  have  argued  the  same  as  we  used  to. 

Question.  Did  you  vote  your  sentiments  at  the  election  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  at  the  election  ;  every  election  I  could  get  to. 

Question.  Did  you  vote  for  Grant  and  Colfax? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  At  the  box  down  there. 

Question.  At  your  own  precinct  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have  ever  missed  any  election,  and  I 
have  always  voted  that  ticket ;  done  it  independently.  *  Some  would  look  at  me  with 
a  scowl,  while  others  would  laugh  at  me  and  joke  with  me. 

Question.  You  voted  solitary  and  alone  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  solitary  and  alone.  No,  I  have  never  had  any  reason  to  complain 
at  all  of  any  ostracism,  or  any  ditference  in  a  social  way,  by  gentlemen. 

Question.  Were  you  in  that  county  during  the  war? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  not  conscripted  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  past  the  age.    I  was  too  old,  and  I  was  a  cripple. 

Question.  In  your  hand? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  As  I  remarked  in  regard  to  the  Ku-Klux,  I  never  saw  any  in  the 
time  of  what  was  considered  the  original  organization. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  time  was  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  1867,  but  I  am  not  certain  about 
that.  I  think  in  1869,  along,  maybe,  about  the  summer  of  1869,  it  was  published  in 
our  county  papers  that  the  Ku-Klux  order  was  disbanded,  in  obedience  to  law.  The 
legislature  of  Alabama  had  passed  a  very  stringent  law  in  relation  to  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  They  had  T)assed  that  law  in  1868,  in  December,  had  tbey  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was  in  1868,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year;  that  is  my 
recollection.  I  recollect  distinctly  of  one  notice  in  the  pax)er,  commanding  all  dens— 
I  think  that  was  the  term  used — to  disband,  and  that  the  order  was  'disbanded  in  obe- 
dience to  law. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  was  that  order  signed  by  ? 

Answer.  By  the  Cyclops — the  Grand  Cyclops. 

Question.  That  was  the  signature  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  seemed  to  be  the  head  man  of  the  order.  I  took  it  in  that 
way. 

Question.  That,  you  say,  was  in  the  summpr  of  1869  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  so.  After  that  I  could  hear  of  small  squads,  small  bodies 
of  disguised  parties,  in  different  localities,  and  violence  being  done  in  different  i)laces. 
In  one  case  there  was  a  negro  boy  most  shockingly  butchered  up  and  scarified  with 
knives.    I  saw  him  a  week  after  it  was  done. 

Question.  What  case  was  that  ^ 

Ansiver.  The  case  of  young  Blair, 

Question.  We  have  had  his  father,  Augustus  Blair,  here. 

Answer.  1  saw  him  after  it  was  done  and  heard  his  statement.  Last  December  a 
year  ago — I  think  it  was  about  the  time — there  was  a  man  named  Barbee  brought  be- 
fore Squire  Blair  and  myself,  on  a  charge  of  hog-stealing.  The  man  had  a  good  deal 
of  character  at  stake.    He  had  been  and  was  regarded  as  an  acceptable  minister  of  tho 
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Methodist  Church,  and  a  Mason,  and  all  this  sort  of  thing,  and  he  presented  his  case  pretty 
strong.  We  had  given  him  a  chance.  He  had  given  bond  for  his  appearance.  We  gave 
him  a  chance  to  get  up  evidence  twice,  I  believe.  At  one  certain  time  he  made  his  ap- 
pearance, and  the  case  was  passed  over  to  the  county  court.  We  had  got  the  so- 
licitor, Mr.  Hayes,  the  then  acting  solicitor.  He  came  out,  and  the  case  was  taken 
from  the  justice  of  the  peace  and  turned  over  to  the  county  court.  He  gave  bond  for 
his  appearance  at  the  county  court,  and  all  was  going  on  well.  There  had  been  a  con- 
siderable of  a  crowd  around  during  the  day,  but  .had  pretty  much  disbanded;  but 
along  in  the  evening,  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  before  night,  I  walked  up  from 
the  house,  thinking  about  going  home,  and  out  about  the  big  road  at  the  gate,  I  was 
talking  with  some  neighbors  who  were  there,  and  happening  to  look  off  a  piece  I  saw 
a  gang  of  men.  I  supposed  themtto  be  men  ;  they  w^ere  in  disguise.  I  think  that  was 
the  first  disguised  party  I  ever  saw,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  numerous  were  they  ? 

Answer.  There  were  eleven  ;  they  were  riding  in  the  direction  of  the  house.  Barbeo 
had  been  accused  of  being  a  Ku-Klux,  and  I  didn't  have  any  doubt  but  what  he  was 
or  had  been  ;  and  the  first  impression  on  my  mind  was  it.  was  some  of  his  friends  from 
the  other  side  of  Elk  River — for  he  lived  in  Lauderdale  County,  and  the  accusation 
was  brought  in  Limestone — who  had  come  to  rescue  him.  I  put  out  to  the  house  to 
notify  the  women"  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  coming,  and  not  to  be  alarmed.  I  left  the 
big  road  for  the  house  to  notify  the  women  that  they  were  coming,  but  they  hurried 
up  very  fast,  and  I  would  not  run.  I  took  that  precaution.  I  only  walked  peert,  and 
they  passed  mo  within  about  twenty  feet  of  the  door  of  the  house,  going  to  the  office. 

Question.  Whose  house  ? 

Answer.  Doctor  Blair's  house  ;  it  was  at  Blair's  office,  and  they  came  very  near  get- 
ting in  the  door.  I  suppose  Barbee  was  standing  with  his  back  at  the  door  before  they 
discovered  him.  He  j)itched  out  at  another  door  to  get  away,  and  they  commenced 
firing  on  him  and  ran  clear  around  the  house.  By  this  time  I  had  got  into  the  passage. 
It  was  a  double  house,  and  I  could  see  the  whole  operation.  Part  of  them  followed 
him  around  the  house — six  or  eight  of  that  bunch  that  came  on  the  house.  Some 
turned  back  the  way  they  came,  and  I  think  he  was  fired  at  some  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  times,  they  running  and  firing  He  was  outrunning  them,  and  was  about  to  get 
out  of  the  gate,  but  three  or  four  of  them  headed  him  at  the  gate  and  they  captured 
him  there  and  struck  him  two  or  three  times  over  the  head  with  pistols  and  made  him 
submit  and  give  up,  and  they  took  another  man  that  was  under  the  same  accusation. 
By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qiiesiion.  Of  hog-stealing  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  took  them  off  to  the  woods  ^nd  whipped  them.  I  didn't  see 
them  whipped,  but  they  brought  them  back  after  a  while  and  turned  them  over  to  the 
civil  authorities,  telling  us  that  they  had  got  the  truth  out  of  them  ;  that  they  had 
acknowledged  everything  that  they  were  accused  of.  That  was  about  the  last  I  ever 
saw  or  heard  of  them.  I  knew  none  of  them  in  that  party.  I  saw  the  place  where 
he  ^as  whix)ped  ;  saw"  the  hickories ;  I  knew  the  point ;  I  could  see  a  glimpse  of  them 
from  the  place  where  I  was  by  the  house.  The  next  raid  in  the  neighborhgod  was  a 
company  of  eighteen  that  run  off  a  couple  of  men  named  Wisdom,  and  wanted  to  cap- 
ture th6m  for  some  cause  or  other.    I  never  heard  the  cause. 

Question.  When  did  that  happen  ? 

Answer.  In  June'  of  last  year. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  White  men  ? 

Answer.  They  were  disguised  men. 

Question.  But  Avere  the  Wisdoms  white  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  Wisdom  said  he  recognized  a  good  many  of  them,  but  I  didn't  see 
any  of  that  j)arty.  On  the  same  day  there  was  an  orphan  boy  in  my  neighborhood 
that  was  taken  from  his  work  in  the  field  and-  whipped  badly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  By  this  same  band  ? 

Ansiver:  It  was  done  on  the  same  day.  I  did  not  see  any  of  them.  The  boy  was  an 
orphan  and  lived  with  his  grandfather.  His  father  and  mother  are  both  dead.  He  is 
between  fourteen  and  fifteen  years  old.  His  aunt  told  me  that  he  was  so  bloody  that 
nis  shirt  stuck  to  his  back,  and  the  boy  is  an  exile  from  the  State  now. 

Question.  What  was  Wisdom  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  whip  him.  There  were  two  of  them  together,  and  the  parties 
knew  that  the  Wisdoms  would  fight.  They  have  that  character— that  there  is  no  back 
down  in  them.  They  walked  out  of  their  houses  with  their  pistols  in  their  hands  and 
walked  off  from  the  house  to  the  woods. 
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Question.  These  cigliteen  men  that  made  this  run  upon  Wisdom  you  say  were  dis- 
guised? 

Answer.  Yes^  sir ;  so  the  Wisdoms  said. 

Question.  And  armed  ? 

Ansiver.  And  armed. 

Question.  And  mounted? 

Ansu'er.  And  mounted.  Wisdom  told  me  he  recognized  some  of  the  horses  and  sev- 
eral of  the  men.    He  said,  "  I  have  shod  some  of  their  horses.'^ 

Question.  Did  lie  say  whether  their  disguises  conformed  or  corresponded  to  the  dis- 
guise of  the  Ku-Klux  organization? 

Answer.  I  never  questioned  him  on  that. 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  they  charged  Wisdom  with,  or  what  the  complaints 
w^ere? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  supposed,  and  it  was  only  a  supposition,  that  it  originated  with  a 
fight  he  had  had  with  a  man  named  Yarborough,  some  two  or  three  weeks  before  that. 
Yarborough  had  taken  out  a  warrant  after  they  had  a  fight— a  fisticuff  fight,  without 
weapons.  Yarborough  w^ent  to  Squire  Blair  and  took  out  a  warrant,  and  Wisdom  did 
not  want  Blair  to  sit  on  the  case,  and  sent  for  me  to  try  the  case.  Myself  and  Squire  Blair 
heard  the  evidence,  and  it  w^as  clear  that  thc^re  was  no  weapon  used  at  all.  Under  our 
statute  it  was  clearly  within  our  discretion,  and  Ave  fined  Wisdom  three  dollars— I  be- 
lieve that  v/as  our  decision — and  the  costs,  which  were  seven  or  eight  dollars.  I  do 
not  remember  what  it  all  amounted  to,  but  that  was  our  decision  in  the  case.  I 
learned  afterward  that  Yarborough  was  very  much  dissatisfied  with  the  decision; 
blamed  me  for  controlling  the  decision  ;  but  I  paid  no  attention  to  that. 

Question.  What  was  his  complaint  j  was  it  that  the  fine  was  not  large  enough  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  so  the  Ku-Klux  proposed  to  increase  the  penalty  ? 

Answer.  Do  not  understand  me  as  saying  that.  This  is. what  Wisdom  informs  me  he 
gathered  from  isolated  remarks.  I  am  only  speaking  of  these  rumors.  When  I  learned 
that  I  was  blamed  by  Mr.  Yarborough  for  giving  that  decision,  I  paid  no  attention,  for 
I  looked  upon  Mr.  Yarborough  as  a  gentleman. 

Question.  But  Wisdom  thinks  this  Ku-Klux  raid  was  instigated  by  Yarborough  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  what  was  the  orphan  boy  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  Nobody  knows.  He  is  only  a  boy  of  thirteen  or  fourteen.  There  could 
have  been  no  politics  in  that. 

Question.  Were  the  men  who  whipped  him  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  He  told  it  before  he  left  the  country  that  this  man  Moore  was  one  of  them 
that  whipped  him.  We  are  making  efforts  to  get  that  boy  back  here  to  appear  against 
him  at  our  circuit  court. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  any  further  instances  in  your  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  A  man  named  Simmons,  living  out  northwest,  a  very  nice  old  gentleman, 
was  whipped  some  time  ago,  and  is  now  an  exile.  That  is  about  all  I  know.  There  are 
other  i)arties  can  give  you  further  information. 

Question.  When  was  Simmons  whipped  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  at  what  time,  but  I  think  during  last  winter.  I  never  heard 
of  it  until  a  few  days  ago. 

Question.  What  was  his  alleged  offense? 

Ansiver.  I  have  not  learned.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  his  politics,  but  very  re- 
spectable men  have  told  me  that  he  was  a  nice,  honest  man. 

Question.  Was  he  a  citizen  of  Limestone  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  All  these  whippings  were  in  Limestone  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Y^^  8U\ 

Question.  Is  Simmons  said  to  be  a  refugee  on  account  of  this  visit  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Judge  Common  called  my  attention  to  that  case  last  evening.  I 
think  he  had  had  some  witnesses  before  him  in  reference  to  that  case,  and  a  case  Mr, 
Coleman,  I  suppose,  told  you  of— the  case  of  Scales.  There  is  a  man  named  Gordon, 
that  formerly  lived  on  the  same  ground  that  this  man  Frank  Gibson  lives  on  now,  who 
is  also  a  refugee  from  the  State,  and  now  in  Tennessee.  He  was  driven  off.  *!  saw  a 
loiece  he  published  after  he  got  his  family  into  Tennessee. 

Question.  He  was  driven  off  when  ? 

Answer.  In  1870. 

Question.  About  what  time  in  1870  ? 

Answer.  About  June,  or  along  in  the  summer. 

Question.  Was  he  visited  by  a  Kn-Klux  raid  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances. 

Answer,  The  circumstances  appeared  to  be  that  Gibson  had  applied  to  me  or  been 
talking  to  me  along  in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter,  before,  or  in  the  spring,  about  a 
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certain  charge  lie  preferred  against  Gordon,  in  regard  to  some  property  that  Gordon 
had  onno  given  a  lien  upon  to  parties  in  Nashville^  and  these  parties  in  Nashville  were 
l)articular  friends  of  Gihson.  Gibson  appeared  and  claimed  that  he  had  evidence  that 
Gordon  had  run  this  property  off  in  violation  of  law,  and  he  wanted  to  get  at  him  and 
have  Inm  arrested  under  the  charge,  and  asked  me  to  examine  the  law  on  the  subject. 
I  had  done  so,  and  told  him  under  the  statement  he  had  made  I  could  issue  a  warrant 
for  Mi,  Gordon's  arrest  if  he  would  file  his  affidavit  according  to  the  statement  he  had 
made.  He  said  he  would  come  over  some  time  and  do  so.  Long  some  time  after  that 
conversation  he  named  to  me  one  day,  ''I  have  spoken  to  Mr.  Elliot,  a  constable  in 
Athens  district,  twelve  miles  off,  to  come  out  at  his  convenience  and  arrest  Gordon.'^ 
When  he  came  I  was  out  of  tlio  wa3\  The  warrant  was  obtained  of  Squire  Blair. 
Elliot  went  and  arrested  Gordon,  and  took  him  to  Gibsons's  house  to  guard'  him  over 
night.  They  were  in  a  room  together,  and  four  disguised  men  entered  the  room,  and, 
nnder  threats,  they  forced  Gordon  to  relinquish  some  and  sign  certain  papers,  and 
ordered  him  to  leave  the  country.  He  did  leave.  Wo  heard  of  the  transaction.  He 
left  in  a  short  time;  and  it  was  a  very  short  time  after  he  left  nntil  his  family  left, 
and  there  is  an  indictment  out  now  against  Gibson  for  that  transaction.  It  was  found 
in  the  last  circuit  court  we  had  in  our  county. 

Question.  Is  it  known  who  were  the  otlier  persons  besides  him  concerned  in  this 
duress  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Gordon  accused  certain  men  in  the  neighborhood  of  being  the  dis- 
guised party.  He  may  be  correct  or  mistaken.  I  gathered  the  most  of  these  facts 
from  the  talk  in  the  neighborhood,  and  from  Mr.  Gordon's  publication  after  he  went 
to  Tennessee,  forbidding  any  person  trading  for,  or  having  anything  to  do  with  those 
papers. 

Question.  Was  any  use  ever  made  of  these  x)apers  after  he  signed  them  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.     It  was  but  a/ short  time  until  Gordon  forbade  that. 

Question.  Gordon  has  never  returned  to  that  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  was  clown  here  last  fall,  at  the  term  of  the  circuit  court  of 
Limestone  County. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  instances  you  wish  to  state  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  is  about  all  I  know  of.  I  would  just  simply  remark  now  in 
regard  to  my  own  case,  repeating  what  I  have  said,  that  while  I  think  and  have  reason 
to  believe  that  the  Blairs  and  Moore  might  use  the  political  prejudice  to  accomplish  a 
cowardly  act  which  they  had  not  the  moral  courage  to  perform  themselves,  I  have  no 
complaint,  in  a  political  way,  to  make  against  anybody.  The  people  of  my  county 
have  acted  in  my  behalf  extraordinarily.  The  commissioners'  court  met  and  made  an 
appropriation  of  money,  and  employed  the  best  counsel  of  the  county  to  prosecute  in  the 
first  case. 

Question.  Captain  Coleman  told  us  about  that  yesterday. 

Answer.  They  have  had  a  public  meeting  called,  and  the  people  have  indorsed  their 
action. 

Question.  We  have  their  resolutions  here. 

Answer.  I  wish  to  make  the  further  statement  in  regard  to  the  people  who  have  come  up 
to  my  relief  as  nobly  as  they  have.  I  think  they  deserve  full  Credit.  Their  manifesta- 
tions seem  to  show  that  they  are  determined  to  enforce  the  law  if  they  can,  or  they 
will  make  the  efforts  at  all  events. 

Question.  I  was  about  asking  you  if  you  knew  any  instance  in  Limestone  County, 
of  colored  people  being  whipped  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  believe  I  can  bring  any  instance  to  mj  mind  in  mj  section  of  the 
county.    I  have  heard  of  a  great  deal  of  it  up  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the  county. 

Question.  Are  you  a  reader  of  the  newspapers  published  in  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  Not  regularly.  This  Blair  case  and  this  Scales  case  are  the  only  cases  I  can 
think  of  of  any  colored  persons  being  whipped. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Are  there  many  colored  persons  living  in  that  immediate  neighborhood? 

Answer.  Not  immediately.  There  are  some  two  or  three  living  within  a  mile  of 
Dr.  Blair's.  There  is  one  case  I  remember,  I  believe  on  the  same  night  that  this 
Blair  boy  was  scarified  so  badly.  There  was  a  black  woman  whipped,  who  was  living 
on  Dr.  Blair's  land,  about  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  my  house,  on  a 
new-settled  place.  She  canae  to  my  house  the  next  morning,  and  was  telling  my  wife 
and  crying  about  how  badly  they  had  whipped  her,  and  she  immediately  broke  up 
that  day,  or  commenced  to  move  back  two  or  three  miles  to  her  former  owner. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qitestion.  What  account  did  she  give  of  her  being  whipped  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember.     I  did  not  hear  it  all. 
Question.  Did  you  understand  that  it  was  done  by  disguised  men? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  disguised  iiarties. 
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Question.  About  what  time  was  tliat  ? 

Answ€7\  I  cannot  tell  exactly.  It  was  done  the  same  night  that  the  Blair  boy  was 
whipped. 

Question.  What  was  this  Scales  case  you  referred  to  two  or  three  times  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know.  I  take  it  somewhat  from  experience ;  it  is  necessary 
to  give  a  dog  a  bad  name  in  order  to  get  a  good  excuse  to  kill  him.  That  man  had 
the  character  of  being  a  very  impudent,  dangerous  negro,  and  had  gone  to  two  or 
three  places  in  the  neighborhood  to  white  men  and  cursed  them. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  him  ? 

Answer.  He  was  killed. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  disguised  men. 

Question.  When  did  this  happen  ? 

Answer.  That  happened  in  the  early  part  of  1870,  but  I  will  not  be  certain. 

Question.  How  many  were  said  to  be  in  the  band  ? 

Ansiuer.  Ten,  I  understood. 

Question.  Was  the  matter  investigated  ? 

Answer.  It  is  under  investigation  now.  Judge  Common  had  some  witnesses  up 
before  him  last  Saturday.  He  told  me  Saturday  evening  Avhat  facts  had  been 
developed  in  the  case.    They  are  hunting  that  case  out. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  You  are  a  justice  of  the  peace  now,  are  you,  in  Limestone? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  would  be  if  at  home. 

Question.  You  hold  your  commission  by  appointment  from  Governor  Smith  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  condition  of  your  county  in  times  go^ie  by, 
is  it  not  a  fact  now  that  all  men  of  all  political  parties  are  endeavoring  to  restore  quiet 
and  peace  in  the  country,  and  put  down  the  lawlessness  of  disguised  bands  in  every 
form? 

Answer.  That  is  my  belief  and  observation. 

Question.  Are  your  officials  and  officers  of  the  la^^,  as  well  as  the  citizens,  showing 
very  great  vigilance  in  endeavoring  to  do  so  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  we  are  doing  so ;  and  then  opportunities  are  better  now  for  getting 
information  and  acting  than  they  have  been.  They  seem  to  have  shaken  off  that  fear 
that  they  have  been  under  of  these  bad  men. 

Question.  Public  sentiment  has  not  only  turned  against  it,  but  assumed  an  active 
form. 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  an  active  form.    That  is  just  the  way  I  wish  to  be  understood. 

Question.  For  some  time,  while  things  seemed  against  i)ublic  sentiment,  it  did^  not 
seem  to  act  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  and  it  was  crippled,  and  the  witnesses  were  getting  out  of  the  way. 

Question.  Now  it  is  good,  and  especially  when  they  think  the  law  will  protect  them, 
and  they  come  up  ?  . 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ]  my  own  is  the  only  case  where  it  has  come  forward  and  been 
sustained. 

Question.  Some  of  your  officers  are  democrats  and  some  republicans,  but  all  are 
acting  in  concert  on  this  subject  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  true  that  in  that  county  you  have  always,  perhaps,  had  a  gang  of 
bad  men  making  a  dishonest  living  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  Before  the  war  we  were  remarkably  conservative  in 
morals. 

Question.  I  beg  pardon;  since  the  war? 

Answer.  Since  the  war  there  has  been  everywhere.  There  were  viciously  disposed 
men  in  the  army.  Some  practiced  it  while  tlie  war  was  going  on.  They  would  not 
stay  in  the  army,  but  stay  around  home  and  steal.  They  called  it  capturing.  They 
have  been  carrying  it  on  ever  since. 

Question.  These  bands  of  mefi  have  given  you  a  good  deal  of  trouble  in  the  last  few 
years? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  it  has  been  worse  the  present  year  than  before,  I  think ;  that  is,  I 
have  heard  more  of  it.  More  horse-thieves  have  been  captured,  and,  as  a  general  thing, 
I  think,  these  horse-thieves  have  been  captured  with  disguises.  There  is  one  cas^  in 
jail  now  at  Athens. 

Question.  Thej  disguised  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  more  secretly  carrying  on 
their  devilment  ? 

Answe^\  Yes,  sir.  I  regard — this  is  one  thing  I  would  like  to  hxive  put  in  my  main 
evidence,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  no  harm  now — I  regard  these  parties,  as  far  as  I  know 
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or  have  knowledge  of  them  doing  their  devilment,  so  far  as  politics  is  concerned,  as 
destitute  of  principle,  and  if  the  republican  party  were  in  majority  as  the  democrats 
are  they  would  as  easily  be  republicans  as  they  now  are  democrats. 

Question.  In  other  words^they  are  men  who  have  no  political  principles  or  any  other 
principles? 

Ansire7\  No,  sir;  no  political  principles  nor  stamina  about  them. 

Question.  You  think  the  old  Ku-Klux  organization  was  broken  up  in  your  county 
some  time  in  1869  ? 

Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir ;.  well,  at  the  time  this  publication  appeared. 

Question.  After  that  law  was  passed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  fact  that  up  to  December,  1888,  you  had  no  means  of  punish- 
ing men  who  rode  about  with  disguises  on  at  all  in  Alabama  unless  they  committed 
some  offense  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  law  torching  a  disguise ;  no  means  of  punishing 
them. 

Question.  A  man  might  be  seen  about  town,  and  unless  he  committed  some  depreda 
tion  you  had  no  law  which  could  reach  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  at  the  same  time  there  was  a  fear,  when  it  first  started,  an  awful 
horror  was  manifested  of  these  disguised  men.  It  was  reported  currently  everywhere 
that  if  you  said  anything  against  one  of  them  they  would  visit  you,  and  if  anything 
was  said  derogatory  of  any  act  tliey  did  they  would  take  you  out.  These  reports  be- 
ing circulated^-I  do  not  pretend  to  say  whether  they  were  correct  or  not — it  put  the 
whole  body-politic  under  fear.    They  were  afraid  of  them. 

Question.  The  difQculty  you  had  before  December,  1858,  was  that  unless  you  caught 
them  doing  some  mischief,  the  mere  fact  of  their  being  disguised  and  in  bands  did  net 
enable  you  to  reach  the  case  under  the  civil  law  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  civil  law  reaching  the  case.  The  law  was  passed  in  December, 
1868.    It  was  very  obnoxious  for  a  while. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  not  that  law  very  bitterly  assailed  by  the  democratic  press  of  this 
country? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  very.  But  some  of  those  men  that  assailed  it  bitterly  have  taken 
hold  of  it  and  regard  it  now  as  the  best  laAV  in  existence  ;  Captain  Coleman  for  one.  I 
have  heard  him  so  express  himself;  he  would  not  have  the  law  repealed  for  any  con- 
sideration. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  W^hat  were  the  Wisdoms'  politics? 

Answer.  They  were  democrats ;  at  least  I  think  so.    I  never  heard  them  say. 
Question.  What  were  these  other  men  who  were  charged  with  hog-stealing — Barbees? 
Answer.  They  were  democrats.    Gordon  was  a  democrat.    That  is  the  man  that  run 
off  to  Tennessee. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  said  that  everybody  else  up  there  were  democrats  except  your- 
self? 
Answer.  Yes,  siA 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Y^ou  said  in  your  own  precinct? 
Ansiucr.  I  believe  the  Wisdoms  and  Gordon  and  this  boy  were  in  my  precinct. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  attribute  your  treatment  by  these  people  entirely  to  the  business  diffi- 
culty you  had  with  them  ? 

Answer.  1  attribute  the  start  of  it  to  the  difficulty  I  had  with  them,  the  old  grudge 
between  the  Blairs  and  myself,  who,  as  I  have  repeatedly  stated,  took  advantage  of  a> 
political  ]3rejudice  in  a  class  of  men  who  did  not  know  me,  to  accomplish  that  which 
they  lacked  the  moral  courage  to  do  themselves.  Thej^  could  never  have  any  in- 
fluence with  the  old  citizens  of  the  county.  These  men  are  all  adventurers,  and,  I 
think  likely,  a  good  many  of  them — a  majority  of  them — are  men  who  cannot  stay 
where  they  formerly  lived. 

Question.  Bad  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  This  Billy  Blair  formerly  lived  in  Lauderdale  County.  After  he 
had  n^arried  and  gone  to  himself,  he  lived  in  Lauderdale  County  for  a  number  of  years, 
I  don't  know  how  long.  He  staid  as  long  as  he  could.  But  he  cannot  live  there.  I 
have  been  informed  by  good  reliable  men  that  Blair  cannot  live  in  his  old  neighbor- 
hood. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  say  that  the  Ku-Klux  law,  enacted  in  December,  1868,  by  the  Alabama 
legislature,  Avas  bitterly  assailed  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  bitterly  assailed  and  denounced. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

An8ivei\  By  the  democratic  party,  by  the  opposition  to  the  republican  party.  That 
law  was  passed  by  a  republican  legislature. 

Question.  How  long  did  this  denunciation  of  that  law  by  the  democratic  party  con- 
tinue! 

Answer.  It  continued  up  until  about  twelve  months  ago. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  their  change  of  tactics,  and  why  did  they  fall  sud- 
denly in  love  with  the  law  ? 

Answe^\  It  was  necessity.  There  was  this  Barbee  matter,  and  these  Wisdom  boys, 
and  some  few  others,  as  many  as  some  eight  or  ten,  were  accused,  and  probably  justly 
too,  but  I  don't  pretend  to  say.  I  never  saw  them  to  see  whether  they  were  in  dis- 
guise, but  they  were  under  the  accusation  of  riding  around  the  country  in  disguise, 
visiting  different  places,  and  while  they  were  at  that,  during  the  time  they  were  riding 
around,  they  visited  a  Mr.  Nixon,  who  resides  near  a  church.  They  obtained  paper,  pen, 
and  ink.  They  got  the  pen  from  Mr.  Nixon,  and  wrote  a  notice,  and  put  it  up  on  the 
church,  naming  certain  men  in  the  neighborhood,  and  accusing  these  men  of  being 
Ku-Klux,  and  riding  around  in  the  country  in  disguise,  disturbing  honest  men  who 
were  at  their  labor,  trying  to  make  a  living,  and  so  on,  and  "  If  this  thing  is  not  stopped 
you  will  die  unawares."  I  heard  the  thing  read,  and  I  think  that  is  pretty  much  the 
purport  of  it.  I  was  at  work  at  Mr.  Gibson's  during  the  time  these  parties  were  riding 
around.  They  were  regular,  every  few  days,  for  some  two  or  three  weeks,  and  nobody 
seemed  to  know  who  they  were.  Just  from  observation  as  I  was  working  there  at 
Gribson's  and  saw  men  coming  to  him,  and  talking  together  privately,  I  saw  at  once 
that  there  w^ere  two  elements  at  work.  There  was  a  coimter-irritant  somewhere,  and 
I  kept  watch  to  see  what  would  be  the  result  of  it.  It  finally  resulted  in  the  death  of  a 
son  of  Dr.  Blair,  killed  accidentally,  and  in  the  death  of  this  man  Barbee,  whom  they  had 
got  out  a  warrant  for,  and  gone  and  arrested  him  in  Eogersville,  and  were  bringing 
him  to  jail,  or  ostensibly  bringing  him  to  jail,  when  he  made  an  attempt  to  get  away, 
and  was  shot  badly,  but  he  got  away.    They  found  him  next  day,  and  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  that  this  reaction  was  caused  by  the  killing  of  democrats 
by  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansivcr.  Well,  that  is  the  w^ay  that  the  thing  came  out.  The  Wisdom  boys  were  ar- 
lested,  a  man  named  Miller  was  arrested,  and  a  man  named  Goode  was  arrested — all 
under  the  charge  of  being  out  from  home  in  grotesque  disguise,  &c.,  and  they  had  to 
come.  Captain  Coleman  was  then  one  of  the  prosecutors  in  that  case — perhaps  the 
leading  member  of  the  prosecution — and  in  order  to  reach  these  fellows,  they  had  to 
take  bold  of  this  law  that  had  been  so  obnoxious. 

Question.  Is  that  the  time  you  referred  to  in  your  answer  to  Mr.  Beck,  when  the  spirit 
to  enforce  the  law  commenced  springing  up  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  time,  and  still  from  that  time  on.  There  has  been  a 
pretty  strong  manifestation  from  that  time,  but  it  has  developed  itself  stronger  in  my 
case  than  in  any  other. 

Question.  I  wish  you  to  state  to  the  committee  on  what  grounds  opposition  was 
made  by  the  democratic  party,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  and  information  extend,  to 
the  enactment  of  the  Ku-Klux  law  of  December,  1868. 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  I  can  give  ho  particular  grounds,  but  generally  the  position  of 
the  party  then,  as  I  understood — the  position  of  the  democratic  party  as  shown  by 
some  public  meetings  and  resolutions  passed — was  that  they  regarded  the  whole  struc- 
ture of  the  State  government  then  in  existence  as  a  usurpation  and  fraud.  They  did 
not  consider  it  legal. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  this  law  was  not  more  denounced  by  them 
than  any  other  laws  enacted  by  that  republican  legislature  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  it  was.  There  were  several  other  laws — there  w^as 
a  general  complaint  against  everything. 

Question.  But  was  not  there  a  special  complaint  against  this  law,  and  did  you  not 
hear  it  denounced  more  than  an^  other  act  of  that  legislature  ? 

Ansiver.  Perhaps  I  heard  more  said  about  it. 

Question.  Can  you  state  to  the  committee  the  reasons  assigned  for  their  opposition 
to  it  ? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  any  special  reason  assigned  outside  of  the 
constitutionality  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  they  not  also  deny  the  necessity  for  any  such  law ;   was  not  that  the 
main  ca.use  of  complaint  ? 
Aiiswer.  I  think  this  was  the  way.;  they  never  denied  the  necessity.  I  have  heard  thia 
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said,  and  I  was  partly  of  the  same  opinion  myself,  that  the  law  was  a  nullity,  from  the 
fact  that  I  did  not  see  where  they  could  reach  these  disguised  parties.  The  trouble 
was  to  find  out. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  the  ground  of  denunciation  that  the  law  could  not  be  put  into  oper 
ation  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  am  not  clear  upon  that.    What  political  attention  I  paid  was  general. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  state  distinctly  that  this  order  of  the  Grand  Cy- 
clops which  you  saw  published  in  the  newspapers,  disbanding  the  organization  of  the 
Ku-Klux  Klan,  was  made  subsequently  to  the  enactment  of  this  law  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  my  understanding;  and  I  recollect  distinctly  it  stated  that 
they  were  disbanded  in  obedience  to  law. 

Question.  So  that  the  Grand  Cyclops  recognized  the  validity  of  the  law  ? 

Answer.  Of  course  he  did  by  that  act. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  whether  any  effort  was  ever  made  to  capture  or  punish 
members  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  until  within  a  few  months  past  in  Limestone  County. 

Ansiver.  None,  until  within  about  twelve  months,  of  these  disguised  parties.  It  is 
about  that  time,  or  within  a  short  time  of  twelve  months,  I  reckon.  This  advertise- 
ment I  spoke  of  that  was  put  on  the  church  was  in  September,  1870,  as  I  recollect,  and 
it  was  during  that  month,  I  think,  that  the  great  excitement  was  in  the  neighborhood 
and  the  arrest  of  these  men. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  these  bands  now  riding,  or  riding  until  recently,  over 
your  county  were  members  of  the  order  or  organization  previous  to  the  issuing  of  that 
order  by  the  Grand  Cyclops  ? 

Ansiver.  There  are  some  of  them  that  I  do  not  think  belonged  to  the  old  organization. 

Question.  Some  of  them  you  think  did  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  I  think  it  likely  did.  I  think  this  Moore  was,  from  informa- 
tion ;  I  think  it  is  generally  conceded  that  he  was  a  Cyclops  in  the  original  organ- 
ization. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  10, 1871. 

WILLIAM  H.  LENTZ  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  I  reside  in  the  county  of  Limestone,  Alabama. 

Question.  What  office  do  you  hold  ? 

Answer.  I  hold  the  office  of  sheriff  of  Limestone  County. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  held  that  office  ? 

Answer.  About  three  years. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  am. 

Question.  Did  you  live  in  Alabama  during  the  war,  and  have  you  lived  in  it  ever 
since  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  born  in  the  county  of  Limestone,  and  was  raised  in  the  same 
county.    I  live  thirteen  miles  west  of  the  county  seat,  though. 

Question.  Please  state  to  the  committee  what  instances  of  outrage  upon  individuals 
by  men  banded  together,  and  in  disguise,  have  come  to  your  notice  during  the  time 
you  have  been  sheriff,  throughout  Limestone  County  ? 

Answer.  I  will  have  to  study  on  that.    Do  you  want  me  to  give  them  all  ? 

Question.  I  am  asking  in  a  general  way  about  the  number. 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  there  have  been  from  ten  to  fifteen  somewhere. 

Question.  Upon  what  class  of  people  were  most  of  the  raids  made  ;  white  or  black  ? 

Answer.  Well,  those  raids  have  been  made  upon  both  classes,  white  and  black; 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  portion  of  this  organization  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  in 
their  costumes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  saw  them  as  often  as  three  times,  I  think. 

Question.  In  what  year? 

Answer.  Well,  in  the  year  1868  I  saw  thirteen  in  our  county  town  at  one  time,  and 
at  another  time  I  saw  some  twelve  or  fifteen.  I  did  not  count  them.  The  day  of  the 
presidential  election  they  came  in  town  there. 

Question.  You  may  describe,  briefly,  the  disguises  they  wore.  First  state  whether 
fch^y  were  mounted  or  on  foot  ? 

Answer.  They  were  mounted. 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  were  covered — disguised. 

Question.  Go  on  and  describe  the  character  of  the  disguise.  ^-^  j 
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Amwer.  The  disguises,  I  presume,  were  made  of  calico — a  kind  of  calico  robes  loosely 
worn,  and  then  a  disguise  over  the  face. 

Question,  How  do  the  disguises  that  have  been  worn  in  1870  and  1871  compare  with 
those  that  were  worn  in  1868  ? 

Answer,  I  have  not  seen  any  in  1870  and  1871,  only  some  that  were  captured  the  other 
day,  and  they  compare  very  well.  In  arresting  a  man  we  got  three  disguises  some 
three  weeks  ago. 

Question.  The  disguise  covered  the  body,  the  head,  and  the  face,  I  understand  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  hideous  about  the  face  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  long  hair,  I  suppose  about  a  foot  long,  coming  out  as  if  it 
were  mustaches,  hanging  down  at  least  a  foot. 

Question.  Any  horns  on  the  head  ? 

Answer,  l^o,  sir ;  no  horns. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  these  disguises  were  manufactured  ? 

Answer^  1  do  not. 

Question.  Did  they  show  skill  in  their  construction  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  some  skill. 

Question.  You  say  a  company  rode  into  Athens  on  the  day  of  the  presidential  election? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  hour  in  the  day  did  they  visit  the  town  ? 

Answer.  About  eight  o^clock  in  the  morning. 

Question.  How  long  did  they  remain  ? 

Answer.  About  half  an  hour,  I  presume. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  while  in  the  town  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  do  anything. 

Question.  Did  they  ride  around  the  streets  ? 

Answer.  They  rode  up  on  the  west  side  of  the  sguare,  and  through  the  square,  and  down 
to  where  we  had  some  soldiers  camped,  and  talked  with  them  a  few  minutes,  and  then 
rode  out  the  way  they  came  in. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  conversation  between  them  and  the  soldiers  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  they  said  ? 

Amwer.  I  heard  what  it  was. 

Question.  What  was  it  ? 

Answ€fi\  They  told  the  commander  of  the  squad,  so  he  told  me,  to  keep  order  there 
that  day,  and,  if  he  could  not  keep  order,  to  call  upon  them,  and  they  would  help  him 
assist  him  to  keep  order  among  the  citizens,  the  voters. 

Question.  Was  any  disorder  apprehended  ? 

Answer.  1^0^  mi. 

Question.  Who  did  these  gentlemen  think  or  say  would  ereate  disorder  ? 

Ansiver.  They  did  not  say.  They  said  if  he  eould  not  keep  order,  to  call  upon  them  to 
assist,  and  they  would  assist. 

Question.  How  strong  was  that  military  squad  in  your  town  ? 

Answer.  About  twenty. 

Question.  Were  they  Federal  soldiers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  had  they  been  located  in  your  town  ? 

Answer.  About  two  days.  They  came  down  just  two  days  before  the  election,  to  stay 
during  the  election. 

Question.  Had  it  been  noised  throughout  the  county  that  these  soldiers  were  there  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  a  possibility  that  these  Ku-Klux  did  not  know  whether  these 
soldiers  were  there  until  they  got  there  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  they  knew  it  or  not,  but  I  think  it  is  likely 
they  must  have  known  it. 

Question,  What  do  you  know  of  the  negroes  being  visited  and  their  arms  taken  away 
by  these  bands  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  anything.    I  heard  that  in  the  eastern  and  southern  por- 
tions of  the  county,  they  went  down  through  there  as  often  as  two  or  three  times,  and 
that  they  have  taken  their  arms  from  them — guns  and  pistols. 
Question.  Were  they  taken  away  from  the  blacks  generally  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Every  man  who  was  suspected  of  having  arms  in  his  possession  was 
visited  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  that  portion  of  the  county. 

Question.  In  what  year  was  that  ? 
Answer.  In  the  year  1868. 

Question,  Do  you  know  upon  what  pretext  the  Ku-Klux  seized  the  arms  of  these 
colored  people  ?  ^ 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  you  many  colored  people  in  Limestone  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  have  a  good  many  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  county.  Very 
few  in  the  northern  and  western  portions  of  the  county. 

Question.  Have  many  men  been  driven  into  exile  from  apprehensions  of  the  Ku-Klux 
in  your  county  of  Limestone  ? 

Answer.  There  have  been  to  my  recollection  three  or  four. 

Question.  Men  who  have  been  visited  by  the  Ku-Klux,  or  to  whom  notices  have  been 
sent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  one  in  particular — Mr.  Gordon— has  been  driven  from  there ;  he 
was,  I  suppose,  intimidated  and  driven  away  from  there. 

Question.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  there  was  a  regular  Ku-Klux  organization 
in  your  county  at  one  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  there  was. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  men  who  belonged  to  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  public  repute  fix  upon  any  one  as  the  leader  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  this  man  Moore,  whom  you  have  transferred  to  the 
jail  in  this  county  for  safe-keeping,  being  reputed  to  be  a  captain  in  one  of  these 
organizations  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  think,  it  is  generally  believed  that  he  is  a  captain  or  leader  of  the 
entire  organizatipn  up  to  a  late  day. 

Question.  Is  he  the  democratic  candidate  for  sheriff  at  this  time  in  your  county  ? 

Ansiver.  He  claims  to  be  a  democrat ;  he  is  not  the  democratic  nominee  for  sheriff; 
he  is  an  independent  candidate. 

Question.  How  strong  was  the  order  reputed  to  be  in  your  county  at  any  time  ? 

Answer.  During  its  existence  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  no  idea ;  it  was  considered  by  most  of  men  to  be  tolerably 
strong. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  were  its  objects  f 

An8wefi\  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  You  may  state  if  you  saw  published  in  the  newspapers  at  the  time,  an 
order  from  the  Grand  Cyclops  disbanding  the  different  Ku-Klux  organizations. 

Answei\  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  a  notice  signed  by  the  Grand  Cyclops,  and,  I  think,  it  was 
published,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  in  two  numbers  or  probably  three  numbers  of  our 
county  paper. 

Question,  Is  your  county  paper  a  republican  or  democratic  paper  ? 

Answer.  A  democratic  paper. 

Question.  State  whether  that  notice  stated  that  the  order  was  given  pursuant  to  the 
passage  of  a  law  by  the  State,  denouncing  this  Ku-Klux  organization. 

Answer.  I  think,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  that  it  occurred  before  the  passage  of  the  Ku- 
Klux  law,  as  it  is  called. 

Question.  Was  it  not  in  the  summer — about  June,  1869 — that  this  order  was  published, 
a  little  upward  of  two  years  since  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  time  it  was  published. 

Question.  Did  not  the  order  state  that  it  was  made  in  pursuance  of  a  law  passed 
against  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  sure  about  that ;  it  might  have  been,  and  might  not ;,  I  will  not  say 
positively  about  that. 

Question.  You  remember  the  law  to  which  I  refer,  do  you,  passed  by  the  Alabama  leg- 
islature in  December,  1868  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  law  a  very  unpopular  one  with  the  democrats  of  Limestone 
County  ? 

Answer.  I  think,  generally  speaking,  it  was  at  the  time. 

Question.  Have  any  of  the  men  concerned  in  these  Ku-Klux  raids  ever  been  brought 
to  punishment  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  Well,  we  have  some  under  bond  at  this  time. 

Question.  My  question  was,  whether  any  one  has  ever  been  brought  to  punishment  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir  ;  no,  sir. 

Question.  Until  within  the  last  few  months,  were  any  active  efforts  ever  made  in 
your  county  to  bring  them  to  justice  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  grand  jury  of  the  fall  term  of  our  court,  of  1870,  found  two  indict- 
ments against  parties. 

Question.  Was  that  the  first  time  your  courts  had  taken  notice  of  these  outrages  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  first  time  that  they  got  any  proof  of  any  person  that  had 
been  committing  outrages. 
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Question.  Had  active  efforts  been  made  previous  to  that  time  to  obtain  proof  of  the 
authors  of  these  outrages  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  made  themselves  active  or  busy  in  that  ? 

Answer.  Well,  our  grand  jurors  had  a  great  many  witnesses  summoned  up,  but  they 
never  got  any  proof  until  the  fall  term  of  1870.  At  the  spring  term  of  1870  we  had  a 
great  many  witnesses  summoned  up  on  the  Ku-Klux  question. 

Question.  Had  any  effort  ever  been  made  to  bring  these  parties  to  the  notice  of  the 
grand  jury  before  the  spring  term  of  1870  in  your  county  court  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  of  that  omission  ? 
An8WGi\  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  reputed  that  there  has  been  a  falling  out  among  these  latter-day  Ku- 
Klux  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  reputed  that  there  was  a  falling  out  among  them  in  the  fall 
of  1870.  This  case  I  speak  of  now,  down  in  the  forks  of  the  Tennessee  and  Elk  Rivers 
— or  at  least  there  was  a  party  of  disguised  men  supposed  that  others  were  going 
about  disguised  ;  they  had  a  falling  out,  and  there  were  several  parties  arrested,  and 
we  have  two  of  them  in  jail  at  this  time,  and  two  others  out  on  bond ;  we  had  no 
spring  term  of  court  last  spring,  consequently  they  have  had  no  trial. 

Question'  Was  any  active  effort  ever  made  to  bring  the  members  of  this  Ku-Klux 
organization  to  justice  until  they  commenced  making  systematic  depredations  upon 
property  and  visiting  democrats  as  well  as  Union  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  not  to  my  knowledge ;  there  were  no  demonstrations  made 
to  bring  any  parties  to  justice  until  after  the  disbandment  by  the  Grand  Cyclops-— by 
the  advertisement  being  put  in  the  paper. 

Question.  Not  a  single  case  until  after  that  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  until  after  that  time. 

Question.  Does  there  seem  to  be  a  general  disposition  among  your  people  now,  with- 
out reference  to  party,  to  break  up  this  organization  ? 

Answ&i\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  About  how  many  white  meil  in  limestone  County  vote  the  republican 
ticket  ? 

Answer.  Six  or  seven  hundred ;  six  hundred,  I  will  say. 

Question.  White  men  ? 

Answer.  Freedmen. 

Question.  But  I  ask  as  to  white  men  ? 

Answer.  There  are  very  few ;  I  suppose  there  are  fifty. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  are  northern  men  ? 

Answer.  Very  few ;  we  have  very  few  northern  men  in  our  county. 

Question.  Is  there  any  prejudice  existing  in  your  community  against  northern  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say,  that  at  the  time  the  Ku-Klux  appeared  on  the  street  at  Athens 
the  soldiers  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  they  been  brought  there  previous  to  the  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  came  there  about  two  days,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  before  the 
election,  and  remained  until  after  the  election. 

Question.  Was  there  any  apprehension  of  disturbance  ?  was  that  the  reason  they 
were  brought  there  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  thought  probable  that  there  might  be  some  disturbance. 

Question.  They  were  brought  there  on  that  account  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  thought  you  answered,  in  reply  to  a  question  about  these  Ku-Klux  and 
their  pretension  that  they  wanted  to  preserve  order,  that  you  did  not  know  of  any 
apprehension  of  disorder  f 

Answer.  Well,  we  were  apprehensive  that  ther^  might  be  some  disturbance. 

Question.  And  the  troops  were  called  there  to  prevent  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  prevent  it  if  they  did  anything. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  application  made  for  the  troops  by  any  citizens  of  your  county  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  made  the  application  myself  to  the  general  commanding  the  post 
here. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question,  After  the  soldiers  arrived,  you  felt  comparatively  secure  at  that  election 
that  there  would  be  no  disturbance  ? 
Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  I  felt  that  they  would  keep  order,  preserve  order^^ 
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Question,  Those  men  in  disguise,  when  they  came  in,  simply  offered  to  aid  them,  pro- 
vided aid  was  necessary  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  told  them  that  if  there  was  any  disturbance,  or  if  they  could 
not  keep  order,  in  other  words,  to  call  on  them,  and  they  would  assist  them. 
QuesUon.  There  were  more  soldiers  than  Ku-Klux  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  case  of  a  controversy  with  the  soldiers,  the  soldiers  would  have  had  a 
decided  advantage  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  advantage  of  number. 

Question.  Did  not  their  going  to  the  soldiers  in  the  way  they  did,  show  that  they  had 
no  other  design  than  a  friendly  one,  as  far  as  the  soldiers  were  concerned  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  They  approached  them  in  a  confident  and  friendly  manner  ? 
AnswGi\  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Their  conversation  was  friendly  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
,   Question.  At  that  time  yon  had  no  law  in  Alabama  punishing  men  for  riding  in  dis- 
guise in  any  number  they  pleased  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  at  the  time. 

Question,  Therefore  the  soldiers  did  not  regard  their  conduct  as  violating  the  law  ?' 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  They  did  not  act  upon  it  as  such  ? 
Answer,  No^  sir. 

Question,  And  the  conversation  between  them  and  the  soldiers  was  of  a  friendly 
character  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  order,  you  think,  was  disbanded  about  the  time  the  order  came  out, 
from  whoever  was  their  commander  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  men  who  have  been  disguising 
themselves  since  that  time,  and  committing  depredations  upon  black  and  white  men, 
have  been  anything  else  than  lawless  men,  assuming  disguises  to  commit  depreda- 
tions ? 
Answer,  I  have  none, 
^westiow.  Is  that  your  opinion? 

Answ&i\  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  opinion ;  that  it  has  been  made  a  personal  matter  in  our 
county. 
Question,  A  mere  personal  matter  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  men  have  sought  the  cover  of  night  and  disguise,  to  effect  bad  pur- 
poses of  their  own  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  that  your  understanding  of  it  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Some  of  the  men  who  have  been  in  it  may  have  been  in  the  original  gang, 
or  not ;  but  I  suppose  you  do  not  know  ? 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question,  So  far  as  you  have  discovered,  the  men  who  have  been  operating  under  dis- 
guise of  late  have  generally  proved  to  be  men  of  comparatively  worthless  character  ? 
Answer.  The  bulk  of  them.    They  have  generally  proved  to  be  bad  characters — bad 
men. 

Question.  Their  quarrels,  and  whippings,  and  wrongs  have  been  inflicted  upon  white 
democrats  as  well  as  upon  colored  men,  have  they  not  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  Wisdoms,  for  instance  ? 
Answer,  The  Wisdoms  are  democrats. 
Question.  TheBarbees? 
Answer,  Barbee  was  a  democrat. 
Question,  Was  not  he  killed  ? 
Answer,  He  was  killed. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question,  And  Gordon  ? 
Answer,  Gordon  was  a  democrat. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question,  Gordon  was  run  off? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  old  man  Simmons— I  never  knew  his  politics.    He  was  a  Teu- 
nesseean. 
Question,  You  have  always  been  a  republican  yourself,  I  believe  f 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  county  attorney  is  a  democrat,  and  your  county  judge  is  a  repub- 
lican ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  not  your  whole  county  organization,  ever  since  you  have  been  able  to 
find  out  the  names  of  the  men  committing  outrages  in  disguise,  acted  together  to  bring 
them  to  justice  very  efficiently  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  since  we  have  been  able  to  get  any  proof  against  them,  they  have 
been  willing,  and  the  community  generally  have  been  willing  to  assist  me  in  making 
arrests. 

Question.  You  have  held  public  meetings,  also,  expressive  of  your  views  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Regardless  of  party  ? 

Answ€fi\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  that,  with  the  feeling  and  temper  of  your  people  now, 
and  the  disposition  of  your  courts,  and  the  organization  of  your  grand  juries  under 
the  management  of  your  county,  you  can  keep  order  from  this  time  on  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  we  can. 

Question.  I  believe  you  call  everything  that  appears  in  disguise  Ku-Klux,  even  if  it 
is  only  one  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  everything  that  appears  in  disguise  is  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  It  is  a  good  name,  and  it  sticks  ? 

Answer.  YeS,  sir. 

Question.  That  is  a  means  of  characterizing  that  class  of  offenses,  no  matter  by  whom 
committed,  or  what  the  degree  of  offense  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Or  what  the  disguise  is  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  There  are  different  colors  of  disguise ;  some  are  red  and  some  are 
white. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  the  Ku-Klux  who  appeared  in  your 
streets  on  the  day  of  the  presidential  election  had  any  knowledge  that  the  soldiers 
were  there  before  they  came  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  I  think  you  asked  me  that  question  awhile  ago.  I  do 
not  know.  It  is  probable  they  might  have  known  it.  It  is  possible  they  might  have 
known  it.  They  had  been  there  from  Friday  evening,  I  think,  until  Monday  or  Tues- 
day. 

Question.  If  it  was  known  that  the  soldiers  were  there,  it  was  known  they  were 
there  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  peace,  was  it  not? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  of  coarse  it  was. 

Question.  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  taken  by  surprise  when  they  came 
into  town  on  that  day,  and  changed  their  original  purpose  in  consequence  of  the  pres- 
ence of  the  squad  of  soldiers  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  that  is.  I  think  not,  because  they  came  in  and  rode 
straight  on  down  to  where  the  soldiers  were  encamped.  I  think  it  is  likely  they  knew 
where  they  were  in  camp. 

Question.  Might  they  not  have  got  their  information  on  their  way  to  town? 

Answer.  It  is  possible  that  they  could. 

Question.  If  they  knew  the  soldiers  were  there  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the 
peace  that  day,  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  Ku-Klux  coming  therefor  that  purpose  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Does  it  not  seem  to  argue,  therefore,  that  when  they  started  from  their 
homes  they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  presence  of  these  soldiers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  seems  to  argue  that  way,  but  I  do  not  know  about  that,  and  I 
can't  say. 

Question.  I  believe  I  have  asked  you  this  question  already,  substantially,  but  I  will 
repeat  it.  Was  there  any  general  complaint  against  the  Ku-Klux  in  your  county,  while 
they  confined  their  demonstrations  to  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  I  understand  your  question. 

Question.  Was  there  any  general  complaint  against  the  Ku-Klux  in  your  county, 
while  they  confined  their  demonstrations  to  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  They  never  confined  their  operations  among  colored  men  entirely.  They 
were  visiting  white  men  as  well  as  colored  men,  during  the  existence,  as  we  term  it, 
of  the  organization. 

Question.  Were  the  white  men  visited  radicals  ? 

'Answer.  I  think  both  classes  were  visited  to  some  extent* 

Question.  By  the  original  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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By.  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  This  man  whom  you  have  in  jail  here  was  quite  a  leading  man,  was  he  not, 
in  his  part  of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Quite  a  popular  man  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  he  was  among  his  class  of  men. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  he  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  member  of  that  order  or 
organization? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  he  has  been  a  member  of  it  during  its  existence,  from  the 
organization. 

Question.  And  when  the  order  was  given  to  disband,  he  did  not  obey  that  order? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  opinion  about  it. 

Question.  Was  it  not  about  the  time  that  these  Wisdoms  got  into  trouble,  that  there 
was  a  falling  out  ?  Was  it  not  about  the  time  that  they  were  whipped  or  outraged 
that  there  was  a  falling  out  between  the  different  clans  or  bands  of  men  f 

Answer.  Well,  the  Wisdoms  are  the  ones  charged  with  going  in  disguise. 

Question.  And  they  were  also  visited  by  some  men  in  disguise  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  visited. 

By  Mr.  Beck  ; 

Question.  This  man  Moore,  it  seems,  kept  a  distillery  in  one  corner  of  your  county  ? 

An8we7\  Yes,  sir ;  until  last  year,  1870.  Then  he  moved  down  where  so  much  of  this 
trouble  has  occurred.    There  he  has  located  another  distillery. 

Question.  An  illicit  distillery  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  fact  in  your  part  of  Alabama,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  that 
around  these  illicit  distilleries  there  is  always  a  crowd  of  bad  fellows  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  fellow  who  keeps  the  still  has  a  good  deal  of  influence  with  that 
class  of  people.    They  are  his  strikers  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  my  opinion  is  that  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  cases  of  lawlessness 
are  concocted  in  these  distilleries.  We  have  a  number  of  them,  and  are  breaking  them 
up  now. 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  those  carrying  on  these  distilleries  collect  arouu' 
them  a  gang  of  low  fellows,  to  protect  them  "against  the  officers,  and  pay  these  men 
their  strikers  and  retaipers — in  whisky  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  in  Eastern  Tennessee  and  in  North  Carolina  it  has  been  so  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Moore  was  a  king-bee  among  that  class,  was  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  thereby  obtained  a  certain  amount  of  influence  with  that  character 
of  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  know  a  republican  who  belonged  to  one  of  these  bands  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  10, 1871. 
SAMUEL  HORTON  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 
Ansiver.  In  Blount  County. 
Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  lived  there  some  thirteen  years,  until  the  last  ten  months,  when  they 
drove  me  out. 
Question.  What  is  your  age  ? 
Answer.  Sixty-six  years  old. 
Question.  Of  what  State  are  you  a  native  ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  raised  in  South  Carolina,  in  Newberry  District. 
Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Alabama  ? 
Answer.  Thirteen  years. 

Question,  You  moved  thirteen  years  ago  to  Blount  County  ? 
An^'er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  there  during  the  war  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Have  you  many  colored  people  In  that  county? 

Ansiver.  Well,  there  is  right  smart  in  places. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  this  Ku-Klux  Klan  in  Blount  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  see  them  ? 

Answer.  It  was  in  October  last ;  I  reckon  about  the  10th — twelve  motichs  ago. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  see  then  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  four. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  foot  or  on  horseback  ? 

Answer.  On  foot. 

Question.  How  were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  I  just  saw  them  through  a  crack  in  the  house.  Their  aprons  or  gowns  looked 
to  be  striped — black  and  white,  I  think. 

Question.  You  had  heard  of  them  before  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Often? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Maybe  I  had  better  go  back,  and  tell  you  the  first  start  of  it. 

Question.  Go  on. 

Answer.  You  recollect  when  the  United  States  court  sat  here  at  this  place,  and  Judge 
Busteed  was  here 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Some  two  years  ago  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  was.  I  was  summoned  here  to  attend  couTt.  I  left  home 
in  the  morning,  and  ^ot  as  far  as  Judge  Hale's,  thirteen  miles  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
There  I  put  up  and  staid  all  night.  Before  I  laid  down,  two  of  them  came  in  and  sauntered 
around  through  the  house,  and  talked  to  the  man  of  the  house  and  his  children  a  little  and 
went  off.  Me  and  the  gentlemali  of  the  house  sat  there  until  ten  o'clock  or  maybe  later, 
and  he  told  a  couple  of  lads  there  to  go  into  the  other  room  and  kindle  a  fire  and  light 
the  candle  for  me  to  go  to  bed.  I  went  in,  and  we  sat  by  the  fire  awhile,  me  and  a 
couple  of  chunks  of  boys.  One  of  fhem  remarked  to  me,  "  We  had  as  well  lie  down ; 
them  things  will  be  back  here  directly."  I  had  not  been  in  bed  twenty  minutes  until 
it  went  like  thirty  geese  all  around  the  outside  of  the  house,  making  with  their  bills 
and  coming  to  the  door,  "Hilloo!  Hilloo!"  The  boys,  them  chunks  of  lads,  said,  "O, 
yes,  there  they  are."  One  remarked  to  the  other,  '^  I  shan't  get  up."  The  other  says, 
'^  Get  up ;  it  will  make  them  mad,  and  they  will  be  just  that  much  worse."  The  boys 
got  up  and  lit  the  lamp,  and  set  it  on  the  fire-board,  and  they  came  in  and  stooped 
about  with  their  gowns  on ;  stooped  down  so  they  could  just  cleverly  walk,  and  went 
about  over  the  house  stooping,  with  a  great  white  face  and  black-looking  beard,  as 
well  as  I  recollect,  when  they  twisted  their  mustaches.  One  was  black  and  the  other 
white.  One  stood  in  the  door ;  the  others  sauntered  around  the  house.  At  last  they 
came  to  the  bed  and  asked  the  boys,  [in  a  thin  treble  voice,]  '^  Who  is  this  ?"  The  boys 
said  they  had  an  old  gentleman  staying  all  night  there.  He  said,  [in  a  thin  treble 
voice,]  "What  is  he  ?"    Another  said,  [in  deep  bass,]  ."A  damned  rad." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  That  means  radical  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  This  tiine  I  began  to  feel  sort  o'  spotted.  I  didn't  even  have  a 
pocket-knife.  They  came  to  the  bed ;  one  came  to  the  foot  and  the  other  to  the  head ; 
and  the  one  at  the  foot  smelled  all  around  at  the  foot  of  the  bed,  and  he  says,  [in  deep 
bass,]  "  He's  a  damned  old  rad,"  The  other  one  said,  [in  sharp  treble,]  *'"ls  he  fat  ?" 
The  other  answered,  [in  bass,]  "  Yes."  The  other  said,  [in  treble,]  ''  Well,  we'll  eat  him 
then;  get  out  of  the  bed."  I  raised  on  my  elbow  and  says,  "Look  here,  gentlemen, 
you  will  have  tolerably  tough  eating;  I  am  getting  tolerably  old  now,  and  it  looks  to 
me  like  I  would  be  tolerable  tough  eating/'  They  ordered  me  again  to  get  up.  By 
this  time  the  bolt  of  the  middle  door  flew  open,  and  the  man  of  the  house  came  into 
the  room.  He  says,  "  Now,  look  here,  the  like  of  this  shan't  be  done  here."  They  said, 
"  By  God,  we'll  eat  you."  He  says,  "  Well,  cut  in  on  me ;  but  when  travelers  puts  up, 
they  are  not  to  be  imposed  on."  They  jawed  awhile,  and  the  coarse-talking  one  says, 
(in  bass,)  "  Let's  go,"  and  they  jerked  out  of  the  door,  and  all  of  them  jumped  on  their 
horses,  and  you  would  have  thought  there  was  a  hundred  whistles ;  they  jumped  on 
their  horses  and  they  went  off. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Where  was  that  ? 
Answer.  Colonel  Hale's  old  stand. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  you  see  the  disguises  ?  r^  i 
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Answer.  They  had  horns  about  that  long,  £18  inches,]  and  they  had  long  gowns, 
down  here,  [illustrating.] 

Question.  You  say  you  were  on  your  way  here  at  that  time  to  attend  court  as  a  grand 
iuror  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  as  a  witness,  coming  here. 

Question.  In  what  case  were  you  subpoenaed  as  a  witness  ? 

Answer.  In  a  case  concerning  an  election  between  two  men  here  in  Blount. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  known  you  were  coming  here  as  a  witness  ? 

Anstver.  Well,  yes,  I  reckon ;  the  officer  had  been  down  in  our  settlement  summon- 
ing a  day  or  two,  and  I  reckon  they  saw  him  coming  down ;  I  can^t  tell. 

Question.  Was  it  a  case  of  contested  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  contest  between  a  radical  and  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  1  think  so. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  for  what  office  it  was  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  man  that  was  elected  was  killed  between  here  and  Dalton.  I  can't 
recollect  his  name. 

Question.  Killed  by  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you ;  I  wasn't  about. 

Question.  Was  it  said  that  he  was  Ku-Kluxed  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  the  opinion  of  the  thing. 

Question.  The  man  in  whose  favor  the  decision  was  made  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was ;  well,  then  this  thing  died  out.  I  will  go  on  and 
state  to  you  about  the  balance  of  it.    This  court  business  died  out . 

Question.  Before  you  get  to  that,  state  where  Colonel  Hale's  house  is.  Is  it  in  Madi- 
son or  Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember ;  it's  either  Blount  or  Morgan,  but  it's  yon  side  of  the  river, 
and  it's  right  in  the  corner.  It's  only  a  little  distance  into  either  one.  Well,  I  went 
home  from  court  here,  and  about  twelve  months  ago,  I  think,  as  well  as  I  can  recol- 
lect now,  they  rode  up,  four,  to  my  house,  that  is,  to  the  fence,  within  twenty  or  thirty 
steps  of  the  house.  They  lit  and  ca-me  into  the  yard.  Brother  Hale  and  Brotlier  Heaps 
were  there  all  night  with  me,  and  their  wives.  I  heard,  [in  treble,]  ^*  Hilloo !  hilloo !" 
My  daughter  got  up  and  went  to  the  door  and  asked  them  what  they  wanted.  "  O, 
nothing,  only  we  have  a  little  settlement  to  make  with  the  old  man  that  we'd  like  to 
make."  She  says,  ^'  You  will  not  make  it  to-night."  ^'  What  ?"  She  says,  "  He  has 
gone  from  home."  I  was  lying  in  bed;  she  was  scared  to  death.  They  said,  "Where 
is  he  ?"  She  says,  "  I  think  he  went  to  Daniel  Murphy's."  "  Where's  that  ?"  "  About 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  here."  "  Which  way  will  we  go  ?"  "  Just  go  out  to  the  gate, 
and  take  that  trail,  and  it  will  carry  you  rig:ht  there."  "  Very  well ;  tell  the  old  man 
we  will  settle  with  him  in  a  few  days."  While  they  was  talking,  I  could  have  put  my 
hands  through  the  cracks  and  pulled  off  two  of  their  caps,  but  my  wife  and  the  other 
women  begged  to  have  no  fuss,  and  I  held  still. 

Question.  How  many  rode  up  to  your  fence  ? 

Answer.  Four. 

Question.  At  what  hour  of  the  night  was  it  ? 

Answer.  Ten  o'clock,  I  reckon. 

Question.  Had  you  retired  to  bed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Was  that  last  October  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  twelve  months  ago. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  who  any  of  these  parties  were  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  that  I  have. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  who  any  of  the  men  were  who  visited  you  at 
Colonel  Hale's? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  hour  of  the  night  was  it  when  they  came  to  Colonel  Hale's  ? 

Answer.  That  was  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock. 

Question.  Were  the  family  abed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  all  had  laid  down.  Me  and  the  man  of  the  house  had  been 
sitting  up  talking  until  late ;  it  was  between  11  and  12, 1  reckon. 

Question.  Were  the  men  disguised  in  1870  in  the  same  way  that  they  were  at  Hale's  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  pretty  much  the  same  garb. 

Question.  Did  those  men  who  spoke  to  your  daughter,  and  to  you,  talk  in  disguised 
voices? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  just  as  I  talked  to  you  ;  just  about  as  broken  as  I  talked  to  you 
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just  DOW.  I  think  that  that  meeting  commenced  at  Gum  Grove,  the  Friday  after  the 
second  Sunday  in  October. 

Question.  What  October  ? 

A7isiver.  Last  October,  twelve  months  ago. 

Question.  There  was  a  camp-meeting  lield  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  at  Gum  Grove.  Well,  on  Monday  night,  it  was  just  after  candle- 
light service  commenced,  the  company  had  got  together  under  the  arbor,  and,  I  think, 
maybe  the  first  preacher  had  about  got  through  what  he  was  going  to  say.  There 
was  a  right  smart  stir-up,  and  he  was  just  about  to  come  down  from  the  stand  to  the 
altar,  and  the  whistle  went  "  Whew,  whew,  whew." 

Question.  A  good  many  of  them  ? 

Ansiver.  O,  yes,  sir;  it  appeared  like  it  mought  have  been  fifty  of  them. 

Question.  The  same  kind  of  whistles  you  had  heard  before  at  Colonel  Hale's  and  at 
your  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  directly  along  (a  pause)  bang,  (short  pause)  bang,  just  about 
that  far  apart.  The  preachers  all  just  dod^d  out  and  left.  The  candles  were  all  put 
out,  and  the  congregation  was  like  a  gang  of  partridges.    They  went  every  way. 

Question.  Where  did  this  shooting  appear  to  come  from  ? 

Answer.  From  the  east  side  of  the  camp-ground.  I  staid  there.  I  thought  I  would 
wait  until  the  stir  was  over,  and  then  go  to  my  tent,  live  or  die.  I  looked  after  the 
preachers  as  they  went  out,  and  looked  around  and  the  congregation  was  all  gone.  It 
was  a  clear  light.    I  could  see  my  shanty  as  plain  as  I  see  that  book. 

Question.  Where  had  they  gone — to  their  tents  or  home  ? 

Ansiver.  I  couldn't  find  them.  I  walked  to  my  tent  and  sat  down,  and  directly  twelve 
men  walked  up  and  began  to  talk  pretty  big,  and  remarked  to  me  th^y  believed  I  had 
stood.  Says  I,  "  What  would  I  run  for  ?  There  would  be  no  use  in  running."  Well, 
they  turned  around,  talking  to  my  daughter,  and  one  of  them  says,  "  You  believe  that 
when  you  die  you  will  goto  Lakin?"  ''No,"  says  she,  ''I  don't  know."  "Oh,  yes, 
by  God,  you  do,"  he  says. 

Question.  Lakin !  Who  do  you  refer  to  ? 

Answer.  Lakin  was  our  presiding  elder. 

Question.  Was  he  at  that  meeting  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  there. 

Question.  Had  he  preached  that  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  he  preached  that  night. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  story. 

Answer.  "  Well,"  says  my  daughter,  "  why  don't  you  go  and  talk  to  Lakin  ?  Why 
don't  you  go  and  talk  to  Lakin  f  And  says  he,  "  Oh,  by  God,  he  is  not  to  be  found." 
"  How  do  you  knowf  says  she.  He  says,  "He  is  not,  without  he  is  in  your  tent." 
Says  she,  "  He  is  not  there,  and  if  you  go  to  Brother  Bill  Anderson's  you  can  look  f«r 
him."  "  No,"  they  said,  "  he  can't  be  found."  They  said,  "  All  we  want  is  to  see  old 
Lakin,  and  if  we  do,"  says  he,  "  I'll  be  God  damned  if  he  ever  preaches  to  you  again. 
If  he  ever  undertakes  to  preach  here  again  he  will  land  in  hell  before  he  gets  it  done. 
Just  let  him  try  it."  Well,  I  believe  that  is  about  as  much  as  I  know  concerning  that 
scrape. 

Question.  You  saw,  upon  that  occasion,  only  about  twelve  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  between  eight  and  twelve  around  my  fire. 

Question.  From  the  sound  of  the  whistles,  how  many  did  you  think  there  were  actually 
about  there  ? 

Question.  Brother  Jim  Hale's  wife's  tent  was  next  to  where  they  were,  and  she  said 
there  was  about  fifty,  and  from  the  firing  of  the  guns  as  they  went  ofi^,  most  any  man 
would  have  thought  there  was  about  fifty. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  Were  they  disguised? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  when  they  rode  off  they  were  hollering  and  shooting  and  cursing. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  then  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Those  you  saw  were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  had  pulled  off  their  garb  when  they  came  to  the  fire.  I  didn't 
see  any  disguises  at  that  time.  Just  before  the  shooting,  three  walked  around  the 
arbor  and  stood  against  the  posts  that  were  disguised. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  those  men  that  came  to  your  tent  and  wanted  to  find 
Lakin  I 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Did  xhey  live  in  that  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  objections  to  giving  their  names  ? 
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Answer.  Well,  I  would  rather  not  yet,  because,  I  will  tell  you,  I  can't  stay  there,  nor 
ain't  going  to.  I  am  not  going  back  among  them.  Now,  let  me  finish.  About  a  week 
or  ten  days  after  that  they  got  so  hot  against  me  and  my  folks  I  concluded  we  would 
move  back  to  Georgia,  and  fixed  up.  My  son  lived  about  two  miles  and  a  half  or  three, 
on  that  road,  and  we  went  on  that  far  the  first  day.  That  night,  just  after  we  had  laid 
down,  at  9  or  10  o'clock,  they  sat  there  talking,  and  up  rides  something  to  the  door,  (in 
shrill  treble,) "  Hilloo !  hilloo !  Open  the  door."  Well,  tb,ey  came  in.  I  still  laid  in  the 
bed  for  some  time.  At  last  they  ordered  me  up,  and  my  son  begged  me,  and  the  family 
all  begged  me  to  get  up.  I  got  up  just  to  satisfy  them.  '^  Walk  out !"  '^No,  I  shan't 
walk  out."  They  all  still  begged  me  to  come  out,  and  I  went  out  and  went  off  from 
the  house  with  them,  I  reckon  thirty  steps,  and  they  asked  me  several  questions.  I 
told  them  that  it  was  an  arrant  lie,  and  everybody  knows  it's  a  lie. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  State  the  questions  they  asked  you.  It  will  save  time  hereafter  in  the  cross- 
examination. 

Answer,  In  the  time  of  the  camp-meeting  my  son's  wife  lost  a  baby,  and  people  said 
it  had  a  perfect  case  over  its  face,  and  horns  just  like  the  Ku-Klux.  Well,  you  see, 
they  had  packed  that  on  me,  and  I  didn't  take  it,  because  I  never  looked  at  it.  They 
talked  on  awhile,  and  oue  of  them  says  :  "God  damn  you,  don't  you  think  you  ought 
to  be  whipped  a  little  about  that  ?  "  I  says,  "  Well,  I  don't  know,  that  is  with  you."  He 
says,  (in  thin  treble,)  "Well,  I  think  you  ought  to."  He  got  him  a  hickory ;  I  suppose 
it  was  3  feet  long.  At  that  my  son  stepped  in  between  him  and  me.  I  says,  "  Go  away ; 
let  him  hit  me ;  let  him  strike  me  one  lick."  Well,  he  turned  round  and  round,  and 
wavered  the  switch  over  me  a  while.  At  last  he  concluded  he  wouldn't  whip  me  if 
I  would  leave  the  country,  and  go  off. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  About  twelve  months  ago. 

Question.  Soon  after  this  camp-meeting  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes, sir;  within  eight  or  ten  days. 

Question.  How  many  men  visited  you  that  night  ? 

Ansicer.  Four  ? 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answ&it\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  they  arms  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  pistols ;  lots  of  them. 

Question.  You  were,  then  on  the  way  to  Georgia  ? 

,AnswGi\  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  Georgia  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  got  back  about  three  weeks  ago.    I  fetched  my  family. 

Question.  Have  you  been  living  in  Blount  County  since  you  got  back  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  you  formerly  lived  ? 

Answer.  Yes,«6ir. 

Question.  Right  at  the  same  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  right  at  the  same  place. 

Question.  Have  they  disturbed  you  since  you  came  back  ?' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  gentleman  rode  up  about  ten  or  fifteen  days  after  I  came  and  told 
me  a  man  told  him  that  evening  that  I  should  not  stay  there.  I  didn't  give  him  no 
answer.  I  said,  I  expected  to  attend  to  my  own  business,  and  I  am  in  hopes  other 
people  will.  He  says,  "  Well,  he  told  me  to  tell  you."  I  says,  "  Copeland,  who  was  he  ?  " 
He  says,  "  He  told  me  to  use  no  names,"  and  he  went  off.  I  believe  that  ends  about 
the  length  of  what  I  know  of  scrapes  in  any  way. 

Question.  What  pique  had  these  Ku-Klux  against  you  ? 

Answer.  Well,  that  scrape  was  because  I  had  said  this  child  had  on  a  false  face. 

Question.  Because  you  had  said  this  child  of  your  son's  wife  had  on  a  false  face  ? 

Answer.  I  said  Jake  Dines  told  me  it  had,  and  Doctor  Coker. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Where  does  he  live  ? 
Answer.  Right  at  Sully. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  did  Doctor  Coker  tell  you  ? 

Answer.  They  both  said  it  had  that  kind  of  face. 

(^westion.  What  kind  of  face,  a  Ku-Klux  face  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  Dines  begged  me  to  go  in  and  look  at  it,  and  said  that  it  had  a 
Ku-Klux  face  on.  I  told  him  I  wouldn't ;  that  there  wasn't  enough  money  to  hire  me 
to  look  at  it. 
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Question.  Did  they  say  it  had  horns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  about  that  long,  (finger-length.) 

Question.  What  other  signs  of  Ku-Klux  had  it  ? 

Answer.  I  don^t  remember.  Doctor  Coker  and  Mr.  Jake  Dines  both  saw  it.  Doctor 
Coker  tells  Dines  it  was  that  sort,  and  then  Dines  went  down  and  looked  at  it,  and  then 
Dines  told  me.    Him  and  Coker  both  pronounced  it  a  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  How  long  did  the  child  live  after  ifcs  birth  ? 

Ansivei\  I  don^t  think  it  ever  drawed  a  breath. 

Question.  It  was  regarded  as  a  monstrosity  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  the  general  belief  that  such  a  child  had  been  born  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  people  have  you  ever  heard  speak  of  it  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  it  was  taken  on  the/camp-ground,  and  all  the  camp-meeting  saw  it. 

Question.  Did  anybody  tell  you  the  fact  that  such  a  child  had  been  born  with  such 
marks  on  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  few  did,  but  I  don't  remember. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  These  four  men  who  came  to  whip  you  had  heard  of  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  from  the  way  they  talked  to  me  they  had. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  times  when  you  have  seen  any  Ku-Klux  in  that 
county? 

Answei\  No;  I  think  that  is  about  all  the  times  I  have  seen  any. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  riding  through  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  thirty-odd  being  out  last  Friday  night. 

Question.  Where  were  they  seen  ? 

Answer.  Part  of  them  were  seen  close  to  where  I  live,  and  part  of  them  were  seen  at 
Brooksvilfe. 

Question.  Both  places  in  Blount  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  commit  any  outrages  upon  any  one  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  said  that  they  whipped  a  womam  named  Sina  McKinney.  It 
was  reported  they  had  whipped  her  desperately,  and  ordered  her  to  leave  there.  They 
went  on  to  Garland  Smith's,  and  sent  his  son  down  to  tell  her  she  had  better  go  away. 

Question.  What  pretext  was  assigned  for  whipping  that  woman  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  thought  she  wasn't  keeping  a  nice  house,  I  believe,  by  them,  I 
reckon.    I  think  that  was  their  excuse. 

Question.  What  information  did  you  receive  in  regard  to  the  other  outrage  ? 

Answer.  At  Brooksville?  Well,  brother  Hall  told  me  that  some  persons  were  there 
when  they  came  on  through  the  little  town. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  persons  being  whipped  about  your  neighbor- 
hood? 

Answer.  No ;  not  to  say  I  know  them — I  don't. 

Question.  Have  any  other  members  of  your  family  ever  been  troubled  by  the  Ku- 
Klux? 

Answei\  Well,  he  is  here ;  he  will  come  in  before  you,  I  reckon,  and  can  tell  you. 

Question.  To  whom  do  yoii  refer  ? 

Ansiver.  My  son.  He  is  here  himself,  at  the  door,  ready  to  come  in,  when  he  gets  a 
chance. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Lakin.    Is  he  known  pretty  generally  in  Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  He  was  presiding  elder  there  two  years.    He  is  a  northern  man. 

Question.  Did  he  have  a  number  of  churches  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes^-he  did  have,  until  they  broke  them  all  up. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Who  did? 

Answer.  These  Ku-Klux ;  and  preachers  is  afraid  to  preach  there— that  is  the  old-side 
Methodist. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  North  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  are  great  objections  made  to  that  religious  organization? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  You  had  a  good  many  congregations  belonging  to  that  church,  had  you  not, 
in  that  region  of  the  State? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  Blount— O,  yes. 
Question.  Have  the  preachers  all  been  driven  off? 
Answer.  Pretty  much. 
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Question,  Mt,  JjSbkin  was  regarded  with  favor,  was  he  not,  by  the  members  of  his 
church,  over  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Lakin  is  as  fine  a  man ;  if  there  is  any  Christian  on  earth,  he  is 
one. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  know  anything  derogatory  to  his  character  as  a  Christian 
minister  ? 

Answer.  Never  on  earth. 

Question.  Was  he  thought  a  good  deal  of  by  his  people  there  ? 
.  AnMcer,  Yes,  sir ;  by  everybody. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Except  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sk.  I  think  I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  had  been  presiding 
elder  fchirty-five  years ;  and  I  have  heard  him  tell  what  age  he  was  when  he  com- 
menced preaching. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  At  the  time  of  the  camp-meeting,  did  they  make  inquiries  for  Mr.  Lakin 
when  these  men  rode  up  there  ? 

Ansioer.  They  never  rode  inside  of  the  fence.    The  encampment  is  fenced  in. 

Question.  But  at  your  tent  they  made  inquiries  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir, 

Question.  You  said  three  disguised  men  came  up  under  the  arbor  ? 

Ansioer.  No,'' sir;  the  arbor  is  on  posts,  and  they  kept  on  the  dark  side  and  sallied 
clear  around. 

Question.  Was  he  in  the  pulpit? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  preached  at  three  o'clock,  and  had  not  come  out  again. 

Question.  Have  you  reason  to  think  they  were  looking  for  him  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  there  is  no  doabt  of  it. 

Question.  But  he  was  not  there  that  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  not  there. 

Question.  Did  you  say  this  child  was  brought  down  to  the  camp-ground  ? 

Answer.  It  was  taken  by,  aifft  carried  out  to  where  they  buried  it. 

Question.  What  time  was  it  bom  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was -born  on  Saturday  night,  I  think,  a  little  before  day.  It  may  have 
been  Sunday  morning,  but  I  think  it  was  born  between  midnight  and  day,  and  buried 
Sunday  evening,  late. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  there  many  white  republicans  in  Blount  County  besides  yourself? 

Answer.  Well,  there  were  right  smart. 

Question.  Were  they  men  from  the  South  or  from  the  North  ? 

Answer.  They  were  men  that  were  raised  there. 

Question.  Was  there  any  persecution  of  these  men  who  voted  the  republican  ticket, 
by  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  Well,  if  that  was  not  what  set  them  on  me,  I  can't  tell  what  it  was. 

Question.  Did  they  maltreat  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  It  was  said  that  they  had  at  some  precincts,  but  I  don't  know  whether  that 
is  so. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  them  taking  from  the  negroes  their  arms — their  guns? 

Answei\  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  negroes  were  intimidated  and  prevented  from 
voting  ? 

Answer.  0  !  yes ;  that  could  have  been  seen  by  a  man  with  a  half  eye. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  What  is  your  age  ? 
Answer.  Sixty-six  years  old. 

Question.  You  lived  in  Blount  County  during  the  war  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  good  many  old  Union  people  live  there  ? 
Answer.  A  few. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Questimi.  They  never  hit  you ;  nobody  ever  hit  you  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  And  never  took  you  out  of  your  house  except  to  ask  you  as  to  that  Ku-Klux 
child  ? 
Answer.  That  was  at  my  son's  house ;  not  at  my  house. 
Question.  Thay  called  you  out  to  ask  you  about  that  ?  r^  i 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  called  me  out,  and  made  me  come  out. 

Question,  You  told  them  what  you  had  heard  about  it ;  you  had  never  looked  at  it 
yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  camp  was  inclosed  at  the  camp-ground  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  never  went  inside  with  the  horses  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  they  fetched  any  horses  in. 

Question,  Did  they  shoot  inside  of  it  ? 

Answer.  The  first  three  guns  was,  I  think,  fired  inside  of  the  fence.  I  couldn't  see 
them,  but  from  the  report,  and  where  I  sat  under  the  arbor,  I  took  it  in  my  own  opinion 
that  they  were  at  the  fence,  or  inside  of  it. 

Question.  When  they  came  to  your  tent  they  were  not  disguised  at  all? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them,  when  they  rode  up,  to  know  whether  they  were  dis- 
guised ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  went  after  them  to  see  about  it. 

Question.  Anybody  could  have  come  and  seen  them  and  known  them  as  well  as  you, 
if  they  had  chosen  to  look  at  them  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  men  who  shot  off  the  guns  were  disguised  or 
not? 

Anstver.  No,  I  do  not. 

Question.  What  is  the  county-seat  of  Blount? 

Answer.  Blountsviile. 

Question.  You  don't  remember  the  election  concerning  which  you  came  here  as  a  wit- 
ness when  you  first  saw  the  Ku-Klux,  when  Busteed  was  holding  court  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't. 

Question.  Were  you  examined  as  a  witness  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  remember  what  you  testified  about  ? 

Answer.  Well,  Hinds,  I  think  the  fellow's  name  was  that  contested  the  election,  he 
had  me  summoned,  and  that  was  pretty  much  like  it  is  here  now ;  it  was  to  know  what 
I  know  about  these  Ku-Klux,  and  what  had  been  said. 

Question.  You  had  never  seen  any  until  that  night  when  you  were  coming  on? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  until  that  night. 

Qnestion.  Then  you  saw  three  fellows  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  two  coming  in  the  house,  and  one  at  the  door. 

Question.  You  were  summoned  at  a  venture  to  know  what  you  knew  about  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  fusses  with  your  neighbors  about  business,  or  any  quar- 
rels with  them  lately  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  haven't. 

Question.  Did  none  of  them  ever  make  any  prosecutions  against  you  in  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  For  what  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  said  I  was  one  night  with  the  anti-Ku-Klux  riding  about ;  but 
they  might  have  known  that  a  man  of  my  age  would  not  do  that. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  you  were  doing? 

Answer.  This  Campbell's  wife  that  Dunn  killed  swore  that  I  was  with  them,  and 
after  me  and  Campbell  came  back  I  drawed  a  stick  over  her,  and  swore  that  I  would 
kill  her  if  she  ever  told  that. 

Question.  Did  Campbell's  wife  swear  that  ? 

Answet\  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  indict  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  That  has  been  about  two  years  ago,  I  reckon. 

Question,  How  many  more  were  indicted  at  the  time  you  were  indicted  ? 

Answer,  God  knows ;  they  said  a  bushel-basket  full  of  true  bills. 

Question.  Before  what  judge  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  Judge  Haralson. 

Question,  Judge  of  the  circuit  court  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question,  Are  your  grand  jurors  generally  republicans  ? 

Answm\  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Who  was  your  district  attorney  ?    Who  prosecuted  you? 

Anstver,  Judge  Haralson,  I  think. 
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Question..  Does  he  live  in  Blount  County  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  Blountsville  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question'.  What  is  his  first  name  ? 

A7iswei\  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Is  he  there  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  State's  attorney,  or  county  solicitor,  or  something ;  I  don't  remember 
now. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  you  had  been  doing  when  you  were  out  on  that  raid  ? 

Answe)\  Well,  they  accused  Campbell  of  going  and  ordering  some  two  or  three  or 
four  of  his  neighbors  to  quit  wearing  their  garb,  or  else  they  would  have  to  quit  the 
country. 

Question.  And  accused  you  of  being  along  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  Campbell  killed  ? 

Ansivei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  ?    On  one  of  these  raids  ? 

Answej'.  No  ;  I  was  not  there.  Report  says,  and  Dunn  said  himself  he  killed,  him. 
He  just  went  to  Blountsville  and  ^ve  up.  There  never  was  a  thing  done  with  him, 
and  never  was  fined  in  any  shape  or  form. 

Question.  How  did  Campbell's  wife  come  to  swear  against  you  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell. 

Question.  Was  not  Campbell  a  friend  of  yours  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  she  said  you  drew  the  stick  over  her  head,  what  did  she  say  you 
wanted  to  keep  her  from  telling  ? 

Answer.  That  I  wanted  to  keep  her  from  telling  that  we  were  riding. 

Question.  And  she  threatened  to  tell  ? 

Answer.  Sbe  had  told.  She  swore  in  the  grand  jury  roo.m,  and  that  is  the  way  they 
got  a  true  bill  against  me. 

Question.  Did  you  farm  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  ? 

Answer.  I  own  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  I  suppose  twenty-five  or  thirty  of  it 
was  cleared  land. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  read  the  indictment  against  you  to  know  what  was  in  it  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  read  it ;  c&-n  you  not  read  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  suppose  I  could,  but  I  didn't  do  it. 

Question.  You  know  whether  you  can  read  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  I  could. 

Question.  Could  you  have  read  it  ? 

Answer^  I  can  read  some  handwrites,  and  some  I  can't. 

Question.  You  never  looked  at  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Never  got  anybody  to  read  it  to  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  your  lawyer  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  have  any. 

Question.  Was  that  the  only  indictment  they  ever  found  against  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  any  sort  ? 

Ansiver.  Of  any  sort. 

Question.  And  the  only  fuss  you  ever  got  into  with  your  neighbors  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  is  about  two  years  ago  ? 

Answer.  Two  years,  I  think,  about  in  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  you  tried  on  that  indictment  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  became  of  it  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  I  gave  security,  and  the  foreman  on  the  bond  became  dissatisfied,  and 
he  raised  a  fuss  and  kicked  up,  and  I  thought  I  saw  what  they  were  after.  There  has 
been  a  few  men  taken  out  of  that  jail  and  hung,  and  I  concluded  this  was  the  time 
they  bad  fixed  up  to  trap  me,  and  I  didn't  intend  to  go  in,  and  I  just  gave  them  up 
wbafc'l  had  and  left. 

Question.  Who  did  you  give  your  property  to  ? 

Aiiswer.  George  Shelton. 
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Question.  Was  he  your  surety  ? 

AnsxvGi\  Not  until  after  Diues  kicked  up. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  When  were  these  men  taken  out  of  the  jail  and  hanged? 

Answer.  About  four  or  five  years  ago  there  was  one  taken  out.  They  took  him  out 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town  and  hung  him  ;  and  the  people  told  me  that  there 
was  one  taken  out  last  Christmas  eve,  and  hung,  and  shot,  and  dragged  about  over  tiie 
road  until  he  was  as  muddy  as  a  hog. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  said  you  were  indicted  for  being  an  anti-Ku-Klux  ? 
Answer.  That  was  what  was  alleged. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Did  you  run  off? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  run. 

Question.  You  gave  up  what  you  had  ? 

Answer.  I  gave  George  Shelton  enough  to  satisfy  the  bond,  and  took  the  rest  and 
went  off. 

Question.  You  did  not  run  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  You  made  fast  walking  ? 

Ansiver.  I  drove  pretty  jjeert. 

Question.  You  made  the  horses  run  ? 

Answer.  If  you  had  known  that  two  or  three  men  were  after  you  wrapped  in  scarlet 
you  wouldn't  have  staid  there. 

Question.  And  you  went  off  at  the  time  you  gave  up  the  property? 

Amiver.  O,  no;  I  never  went  off  until  after  October — about  twelve  months  ago. 

Question.  When  you  went  off  did  you  give  up  what  property  you  had  to  pay  the  bond? 
WaB  Jake  Dines  your  surety  first  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Jake  got  dissatisfied,  and  you  got  somebody  else  to  go  surety  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Then  I  got  George  Shelton  to  go  and  settle  the  bond  off,  and  gave 
him  property  enough  to  satisfy  him. 

Question.  So  you  confessed  j  udgment  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question.  How  was  the  bond  satisfied  ? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  much  about  it,  but  just  left  the  State  and  left  him  to  pay  the 
bond.    He  went  on  the  second  bond  with  me. 

Question.  And  you  went  off'  and  left  the  State  and  let  judgment  go  against  youf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  left  property  enough  with  George  Shelton  to  pay  the  judgment  ? 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  went  off  to  Georgia? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  staid  until  three  or  four  weeks  ago  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  thing  was  settled  up  and  you  came  back  ? 

Answer.  They  say  it  is  not  settled  up  yet. 

Question.  And  you  are  not  going  to  stay  there  any  longer  ? 

Answer.  I  haven't  said  I  would  go  away. 

Question.  W^hat  did  you  say  ? 

Answer.  I  had  orders  to  leave. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  were  going  away  ? 

Answer,  I  said,  unless  something  was  done  for  the  settlement  people,  I  wouldn^fc 
go  back. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  that  a  false  charge  in  the  indictment  ? 
Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  afraid  that  you  could  not  have  a  fair  trial  among  your  people  1 
Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  hostile  to  you  because  you  were  a  radical  and  anti-Ku-Klux  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  think  you  could  have  a  fair  trial  ? 
Answm\  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Could  you  not  have  got  a  change  of  venue  ?  r~^  i 
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Answer,  It  was  said  it  was  changed.  I  asked  to  have  it  at  Summerville,  but  it  never 
Went. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Did  you  ever  see  a  man  under  indictment  who  believed  that  he  got  fair 
play? 

Answer,  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Haralson  was  the  man  who  ran  against  Judge  Dox  for  Congress  ? 

Ansioer.  He  run,  1  believe. 

Question.  Was  be  nob  a  good  enough  radical? 

Answer.  He  might  be  a  good  enough  radical.    I  didn't  say  anything  about  the  judge. 

Question.  He  was  the  judge  before  whom  you  were  to  be  tried  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  I  knew  him  when  he  was  only  eighteen  months  old.  We  lived 
together  many  years  ago  in  Georgia. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qtiestion.  Were  you  afraid  of  Ku-Klux  on  the  jury  ? 

Anstver.  Yes. 

Question,  Did  the  Ku-Klux,  who  came  to  your  son's  house,  and  called  you  out,  appear 
to  be  angry  because  the  report  had  gotten  abroad  that  a  cbild  had  been  born  lately 
with  a  Ku-Klux  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  From  the  run  of  their  discourse  to  me  I  took  it  that  that  was  their 
spite  they  had  at  me  for  that  night's  work. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  10, 1871. 
BENJAMIN  HORTON  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  I  live  in  Blount  County  ? 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  Going  on  thirteen  years. 

Question.  Have  you  not  been  absent  at  any  time  during  that  period  ? 

Answer.  I  haven't  been  absent  but  six  months  during  that  time. 

Question.  Are  you  a  man  of  family  ? 

Answer.  I  have  a  wife. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  army  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  in  the  army  six  months. 

Question.  Which  army  ? 

Ansiver.  Roddy's  command — the  rebel  army. 

Question.  State  if  you  are  the  son  of  Samuel  Horton  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  at  a  camp-meeting  at  Gum  Grove  in  October,  1870  ? 

Answer.  I  was  there  x)art  of  the  time. 

Question.  Did  your  wife  have  a  child  about  the  time  of  that  camp-meeting  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  Sunday  morning  of  the  camp-meeting. 

Question.  You  may  describe  that  child  to  the  committee. 

Anstver.  Well,  sir,  it  was  born.  It  had  something  that  looked  like  a  false  skull  over 
its  face,  and  little  knobs  like  you  have  seen  on  little  yearlings,  or  little  horns  on  both 
sides  up  here,  [on  the  forehead,]  and  it  had  some  stripes  around  its  arms. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  peculiar  marks  that  you  remember? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  noticed. 

Question.  How  was  its  head  shaped  ? 

Answer,  Just  like  a  man's  head — like  any  one — chin  and  nose,  and  mouth  and  eyes, 
and  all. 

Question.  Had  your  wife  ever  seen  the  Ku-Klux  in  disguise  at  that  time  ? 

A7istcer.  \e8j  sir ;  they  passed  my  house  every  night ;  every  Wednesday  and  Thurs- 
day night. 

Qy^siian,  For  how  many  weeks  ? 

*An8toei\  It  had  been  for  months. 

Question,  Had  your  wife  seen  them  ? 

Anstoei'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  she  been  alarmed  by  them  ? 

^Answer,  No,  sir;  they  came  up  to  the  door,  and  pushed  the  door  open. 

Question,  When  she  was  in  the  family  way  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  was  she  advanced  in  pregnancy  when  they  pushed  the  door  open  ? 

Answer.  Between  four  and  five  months.  r^^^^T^ 
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Question.  Was  she  alone,  or  were  you  at  home  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  at  home. 

Question.  What  did  they  come  for  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  they  had  any  business ;  they  never  mentioned  any.  They 
just  pushed  the  door  open. 

Question.  Did  ifc  create  a  fright  in  her  ? 

Answer.  Well,  she  wa«  trembling  right  sharp ;  she  was  scared. 

Question.  Kow  tell  us  hftw  this  child  compared  in  appearance  with  the  Ku-Klux  in 
disguise. 

Answer.  W^ell,  just  to  look  at  the  men  it  looked  pretty  much  that  way,  all  to  the 
marks  on  the  face  and  around  the  mouth  and  all.  It  had  red  around  its  eyes,  and  the 
horns  or  lumps  here  on  the  forehead,  and  all  imitated  the  Ku-Klux  pretty  smart. 

Question.  You  may  state  if  the  forehead  of  the  child  was  flat  and  square,  and  about 
perpendicular. 

Answer.  I  never  saw  the  forehead  of  it.  That  I  was  telling  you  was  right  over  the 
forehead ;  and  several  of  the  people  there  felt  the  child's  forehead  on  toi3  there.  I  heard 
several  say  it  was  a  flat  forehead. 

Question.  Did  they  say  it  was  a  tall  forehead  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember. 

Question.  This  was  a  substance  like  a  veil  that  fell  down  over  the  forehead  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  you  could  catch  hold  of  it  and  move  it  any  way  you  wanted  to. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  W^as  there  anything  like  a  fringe  around  the  side  of  the  face  of  this  same 
eubstance  as  on  the  forehead  ? 
Aiiswer.  Not  that  I  noticed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  the  eyes  and  mouth  smaller  than  those  of  an  ordinary  child  ? 

Ansiver.  Its  eyes  were  small ;  its  mouth,  I  think,  was  about  as  large  as  usual. 

Question.  Was  there  much  of  a  nose  ? 

Answer.  Y^es,  sir ;  it  had  a  plain  nose. 

Question.  Was  the  face  flat  ? 

Answer.  It  was  just  like  any  face,  but  flat  and  sort  o'  dished. 

Question.  Did  yon  notice  that  the  chin  sloped  off  on  a  line  with  the  body? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never,  in  fact,  examined  the  child  closely.  I  felt  badly,  and  never 
examined  closely.     I  heard  several  say  it  had. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  whether  there  was  a  red  m?«rk  on  the  neck? 

Answer.  There  were  red  marks  on  the  neck,  around  the  arms,  and  on  the  legs,  right 
down  here.  [Illustrating.] 

Question.  State  whether  the  body  of  the  child  was  taken  on  the  camp-ground  and 
exhibited  to  the  i)eople  there. 

Ansicer.  It  was  taken  there,  and  the  coffin  opened,  and  two  hundred,  I  reckon,  saw 
it.    It  was  laid  out  in  view. 

Question.  Were  there  a  thousand  people  attending  that  meeting  ? 

Answer.  There  were  between  three  and  four  hundred,  I  should  say,  attending  the 
meetii]g. 

Question.  How  came  it  to  be  taken  to  the  camp-ground  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  the  old  man,  my  father-in-law,  wanted  to  take  it  by  the  camp-ground 
Bo.that  everybody  might  see  it  with  their  own  eyes.  About  seventy- five  or  a  hundred 
went  from  the  camp-ground  to  my  house  to  see  the  child  when  the  doctor  stated  it 
was  a  Ku-Klux.  There  were  seventy-five  to  a  hundred  men  and  women  together  v/ent 
to  my  house  to  see  the  child,  and  in  going  to  the  grave-yard  we  carried  it  by  the  camp- 
ground to  show  it  to  the  eyes  of  all. 

Question.  Did  there  seem  to  be  a  general  curiosity  to  see  it  ? 

Answe:)\  Y'^es,  sir,  very  much  so. 

Question.  Was  the  child  born  dead  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  born  dead. 

Question.  Was  your  wife  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  ? 

Answer.  Y"es,  sir. 

Question.  State  whether  you  had  been  forced  into  the  Ku-Klux  ranks  yourself. 

Answer.  No,  sir.     . 

Question.  Did  you  ever  join  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  such  an  order  or  organization  as  the  Ku-Klux  generally  scattered 
through  your  county  of  Blount  ? 

Answer-.  Yes,  sir,  very  much  so. 

Question.  How  did  they  express  themselves  when  this  child  was  born,  and  it  was 
generally  noised  about  that  it  resembled  the  Ku-Klux?  Did  it  g^ive  them  great 
offense  j  were  they  mad  about  it  ?  "^  T 
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Answer.  They  seemed  to  be.    They  seemed  very  mad  about  it. 

Questiori.  Did  these  Ku-Klux  ever  molest  you  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  ? 

Answer.  In  December. 

Question.  Last  December  ?  , 

Ansiver.  Yes, sir;  the  19th,  on  Friday  night. 
Question.  State  the  particulars  to  the  committee. 

AnsuKT.  First,  my  father  tixed  to  move  from  Alabama ;  he  came  as  far  as  my  house 
on  Saturday  night  to  stay  all  night,  and  take  a  start  Sunday  morning  ;  and  while  he 
was  there  there  came  four  Ku-Klux  to  my  house  and  took  the  old  man  and  me  both  out, 
and  talked  to  me  about  the  child ;  that  I  had  stated  it  was  a  Ku-Klux,  and  why  it  was 
called  that,  and  why  I  allowed  it  to  be  called  that.  I  told  them  I  could  not  help  that ; 
that  the  doctor  pronounced  that  himself  when  it  was  born  ;  that  he  was  the  man  to 
look  to.  They  took  the  old  man  out  and  was  going  to  mob  him.  They  got  a  withe 
or  chesnut  switch,  between  three  and  four  feet  loug,  to  whip  the  old  man,  and  I  caught 
the  one  that  got  the  hickory  and  I  stepped  up  behind  him  ;  I  was  standing  beside  him 
and  caug-ht  the  hickory ;  I  catched  him  by  the  arm  and  pushed  liim  in  the  road  and 
told  him  if  anybody  was  to  be  whipped  I  would  rather  take  it  than  my  daddy  ;  that 
ho  had  raised  me,  and  I  wanted  to  take  all  the  whipping,  and  that  he  would  have  to 
whip  or  kill  me  if  he  wanted  to  whip  him.  He  'low'd  he  could  do  it  if  I  would  lie 
down.  I  told  him  I  would  take  it  standing  up,  not  lyiug  down.  He  didn't  whip  or  strike 
me,  but  just  kept  contending  that  he  should  get  hoid  of  the  old  man  ;  but  he  never  hit 
the  old  man  nor  me  either.  Then  there  was  me  and  the  old  man  and  the  four  women, 
my  wife  and  two  sisters-in-law,  and  one  sister,  that  were  there.  The  Ku-Klux  went  off 
that  night. 

Question.  Were  they  mounted  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  whether  they  had  arms  on  or  not? 

Answer.  They  had  pistols.  They  had  cocked  two  pistols  on  me  when  I  took  that  one 
by  the  arm.  He  cocked  his  pistol,  and  the  man  by  him  told  me  they  would  shoot  me. 
I  told  them  I  didn't  care  ;  that  was  a  game  they  could  play  if  they  wished,  but  I  had 
no  weapon,  not  even  a  pocket-knife  ;  and  I  said  to  the  old  gentleman,  "  You  are  getting 
pretty  old."  I  said  to  this  old  gentleman,  ''  You  are  getting  i)retty  old,  I  discover" — 
no,  my  wife  made  mention  of  that — no,  he  told  my  father  he  was  getting  old,  and  he 
ought  to  live  for  God  ;  and  my  wife  observed  he  was  getting  old  and  he  ought  to  live 
for  God,  too.  I  talked  to  that  old  gentleman  a  little,  and  he  got  on  his  horse  and  they 
rode  off.    In  December  they  came  back. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  these  men  who  visited  your  honse  that  night  to  whip 
your  father  ?  . 

Ansiver.  I  knew  one,  I  think. 

Question.  You  say  one  was  an  old  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  rode  off.  In  December  they  came  back.  There  were  ten  came 
then.    They  took  me  out ;  eight  of  them  took  me  out. 

Question.  What  time  in  the  night  was  this  ? 

Answer.  About  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  They  came  and  knocked  down  my  door 
and  came  in  and  asked  for  a  candle.  I  told  them  where  there  was  one,  and  they  got  it. 
Me  and  my  brother-in-law  were  living  in  adjoining  houses,  he  in  one  and  I  in  the  other, 
and  they  went  into  his  end  of  the  house  hunting  for  him,  and  his  wife  told  them  he 
was  not  there.  I  told  them,  "  Men,  there  is  no  use  in  annoying  the  women  ;  upon  my 
honor  he  is  not  here ;  he  has  gone  off  to  sow  wheat."  I  had  been  off  sowing  wheat  that 
day,  and  met  them  coming  home  and  spoke  to  them.  I  said, ''  He  has  been  off  sowing 
wheat."  They  observed  to  me,  ^'  Get  up  !  Arise,  Horton,  and  put  on  your  breeches  and 
come  out."  I  was  pretty  slow  about  it.  I  wasn't  particularly  in  a  hurry.  I  got  up 
and  pulled  on  my  pants  and  was  walking  up  to  the  fire,  and  they  told  me  to  be  in  a 
hurry,  God  damn  it;  I  was  too  slow  ;  and  they  started  back  and  my  wife  shut  the  door, 
and  they  holloed,  ''  Shoot  a  hole  through ; "  and  she  holloed  she  would  stand  there. 
They  took  a  run  to  go  against  the  door,'  and  knocked  the  door  back  way  across  the 
hcuse.  She  had  just  stepped  back  from  the  door  when  the  door  flew  in.  Then  four  of 
them  came  ill  and  cocked  their  pistols,  and  told  me  to  come  out.  They  pushed  me  out 
of  doors;  they  told, me  to  get  my  shoes  it  I  didn't  want  to  go  in  the  frost  barefooted. 
I  told  my  wife  to  bring  the  shoes,  if  she  pleased.  She  picked  up  the  shoes  and  started. 
They  wouldn't  allow  her  to  come.  By  that  time  all  eight  of  them  had  got  around. 
She  told  them  she  would  bring  them.  She  brought  the  shoes,  and  they  tried  to  take 
them  from  her,  but  she  held  on  to  them  and  throwed  them  over  their  heads  into  where 
I  ^as  into  the  middle  of  them.  I  picked  up  my  shoes  and  drew  them  on  without  any 
feocks.  They  ordered  me  then  to  leave  the  yard,  and  I  said,  "  Men,  if  you  are  going  to 
do  anything  here  is  the  place;  you  have  the  power;  I  see  that  it  isn't  worth  while  to 
say  or  do  anything."  My  thumb  and  that  finger  vras  mashed.  I  had  dragged  a  log  on, 
it  m  the  crib  in  the  fall.    They  told  me  to  come  out  of  the  yard.    I  told  them  I  didn't 
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think  I  onglit  to.  They  put  the  pistols  agaiust  my  breasts,  and  head,  and  side.  One 
of  them  jotibed  me  in  the  temple  with  his  pistol  and  left  a  place  that  was  there  for  a 
week.  He  said  he  didn't  want  to  kill  me,  but,  damn  me,  if  I  didn't  move  he  would 
kill  me.  Psaid  had  1  done  anything,  or  wronged  nobody,  or  stolen  anything,  or  sworn 
any  lie,  or  what  was  the  matter.  They  wouldn't  give  me  no  answer.  They  got  me 
away.  They  told  me  to  go,  and  started  and  gathered  a  big  bench-back,  broader  than 
this  chair-back  and  four  feet  long.  1  said,  ^'  Men,  if  you  are  going  to  do  anything  do  it 
like  a  man ;  don't  do  it  like  you  would  kill  a  horse;  commence  like  you  were  going  to 
begin  on  a  man."  They  told  me  to  come  away  from  the  house,  and  started  me,  both  of 
them  pushing  me  on.  They  got  me,  maybe,  two  hundred  or  two  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  from  the  house  to  the  line  between  me  and  another  man.  Then  they  told  me  to 
get  down  in  order  to  get  through  under  the  fence.  I  told  them  I  never  got  down  for 
my  daddy,  or  any  man.  They  "gathered  on  me,  and  I  held  on  to  the  fence,  and  one  of 
them  got  two  hickories  and  six  of  them  hit  me  three  licks  apiece  with  the  hickory.  I 
asked  them  when  they  struck  me,  I  didn't  feel  like  taking  it  unless  I  knew  what  it  was 
for.  They  said  I  said  I  knew  some  of  the  Ku-Kluxers,  and  was  talking  too  damn  big. 
I  told  them  1  did  say  it  and  I  didn't  take  it  back.  In  about  a  month  they  sent  me  word 
I  had  went  and  bought  me  a  rifle-gun.  I  had  traded  for  it,  and  I  had  never  made  any 
threats  or  said  anything  against  them.  I  was  attending  to  my  own  business,  staying 
at  home  working,  and  they  sent  me  w^ord  they  imderstood  I  hadbought  arms  for  them. 
I  told  them  that  if  they  wanted  my  gun  to  come  and  get  it.  I  told  them  that  told  me 
that  if  I  had  known  it  I  wouldn't  have  said  anything  about  it.  They  said  if  I  didn't 
make  way  with  it  they  would  come  and  break  it  over  the  fence.  I  gave  |25  for  the 
gun,  but  I  sold  it  then  for  $15.  They  told  my  brother  to  come  and  tell  me,  the  day  after 
i  did  that,  that  if  they  ever  heard  of  my  saying  anything  about  the  Ku-Klux— against 
them  or  for  them — they  would  give  me  two  hundred  lashes  on  my  naked  back  twice  a 
week,  and  if  that  wouldn't  do  they  w^ould  kill  me,  and  if  that  wouldn't  do  they  would 
burn  my  house,  by  God,  over  me,  and  I  should  not  stay  in  the  country. 

Question.  After  you  were  whipped,  in  the  manner  you  describe,  by  these  -six  men, 
did  you  make  any  complaint  of  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  said  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Why  not? 

Answer.  Because  I  was  afraid  to ;  I  knew  if  I  said  anything  about  it  they  would 
come  on  me  again  and  kill  me  the  next  time  ;  they  told  me,  by  God,  to  be  careful,  or 
they  would  be  out  again  before  long,  and  if  they  heard  anything,  they  would  do  me 
worse  than  that. 

Question.  When  you  asked  them,  in  your  house,  for  the  cause  of  their  conduct  while 
they  were  taking  you  out  that  night,  they  refused  to  give  you  any  answer  ? 

Answer.  They  refused  to  give  me  any  answer  at  all. 

Question.  But  after  they  had  whipped  you,  they  told  you  that  you  had  been  saying 
you  knew  the  Ku-Klnx,  and  was  talking  too  big  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  was  before  they  whipped  me  ;  they  had  struck  me  three  licks; 
one  of  them  had  hit  his  three  licks  out ;  I  kept  asking  what  they  whipped  me  for,  and 
he  then  replied  that  I  had  been  talking  too  big. 

Question.  How  severe  was  this  whipping  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  cut  the  blood  out  but  in  one  place  about  two  inches  on  the  back  ; 
they  marked  me  all  along  on  the  back ;  it  looked  like  any  one  whipped  with  their  coat 
off,  on  the  shoulders. 

Question.  Had  they  any  pique  against  you  because  your  father  was  a  radical  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  a  radical  too  ? 

Afiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  voted  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  voted  in  my  life  ;  but  my  father  was  that  way,  and  I  leaned 
that  way.  My  wife  belonged  to  the  church,  and  generally  leaned  that  way,  and  w^ent 
to  the  meetings,  and  that  is  the  cause  why  they  are  down  on  me. 

Question.  Had  you  been  intimidated  from  voting? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  at  all.  I  have  not  been  old  enough  to  vote.  I  oniy  came  to 
.age  three  years  now,  and  I  never  fancied  it  anyhow^  To  keep  out  of  difficulties,  I 
thought  I  Avould  always  keep  to  home. 

Question.  Did  they  charge  you  with  knowing  w^ho  the  Ku-Klux  were,  or  that  you  had 
been  telling  that  you  knew  who  the  Ku-Klux  were  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  I  had  talked  too  bia* ;  that  I  said  I  knev/  some  of  the 
Ku-Klux. 

Question.  What  had  you  said  ? 

Ansy)er.  I  had  said  to  that  old  gentleman  in  that  crowd,  that  was  when  they  talked 
it  over ;  I  didn't  speak  any  name  to  him  ;  I  just  walked  up  to  him  and  shook  my  finger 
to  him,  and  said  :  "  Old  man,  you  had  better  be  at  home  ;  you  know  me,  and  I  know 
you."  I  had  knowed  him  since  I  was  a  little  boy.  He  just  went  and  got  his  horse,  and 
went  off  without  saying  anything.  (^  r^r^r^] 
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Question.  Did  you  know  aoy  of  that  crowd  of  six  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  disguised  more  perfectly  than  any  I  ever  saw.  They 
generally  are  disguised — the  eyes  and  mouth  ;  but  that  night  it  was  all  disguised. 

Question.  You  have  no  idea  who  they  were  ? 

Answer.  Two  of  them  were  the  same  that  were  at  the  old  man's  before ;  I  know  from 
their  talk  and  shapes. 

Question.  Did  they  live  in  that  neighborhood  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  lived  in  about  four  miles  and  a  half  of  me. 

Question.  How  numerous  was  this  organization  of  Ku-Klux  in  Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  right  sharp;  I  can't  give  the  numbers,  because  I  was  not  into 
the  Ku-Klux  band  ;  but  if  1  should  guess,  I  should  guess,  from  all  accounts,  I  have  seen 
seventy-five  in  a  drove  at  one  time. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  just  a  week  after  they  whix^ped  me. 
Question.  Last  December  ?  ^ 
Ansivm\  Yes,  sir  ,•  they  went  down  and  took  Ketchum  out  of  jail  and  killed  him. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Question.  Who  was  Ketchum  ? 

Answer.  Lewis  Ketchum,  son  of  Henry  Ketchum.  They  were  going  that  night  to 
take  him  out  of  jail  when  I  saw  the  seventy-five. 

Question.  Did  they  take  him  out  of  jail  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  shot  him  seven  times,  I  think,  and  then  whipped  him  from  the 
heels  to  the  top  of  the  head,  and  then  hung  him. 

Question.  Tliat  was  last  December  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  Christmas  eve  night. 

Question.  In  Blountsville  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  was  done  two  miles  east  of  Blountsville,  in  the  big  road.  They 
came  back  to  town,  and  told  his  brother  if  he  wanted  to  see  anything  to  go  up  the  road 
and  he  would  see  it. 

Question.  What  time  of  night  was  it  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  ;  it  was  between  11  and  12  o'clock  when  I  saw  them. 

Question.  Were  they  on  their  way  to  the  jail  ? 

.Answer.  They  were  in  the  big  road  to  B^  ountsville. 

Question.  Hoav  far  from  there  ? 

Answer.  Five  or  six  miles. 

Question.  Were  they  all  mounted  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  had  disguises  on  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  crime  Ketchum  was  in  jail  for  ? 

Answer.  He  had  killed  a  fellow. 

Question.  A  Kn-Klux  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  from  that  that  it  was.  I  don't  know  it  to  be  that,  but  I  suppose 
from  that  that  it  was. 

Question.  How  long  had  he  been  in  jail  on  that  charge? 

Ansiver.  He  was  put  in  on  Friday  evening,  about  two  hours  and  a  half  by  sun,  and 
they  came  Friday  night  there  to  take  him  out,  and  failed  ;  and  on  Saturday  night  came 
again  and  finished  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anybody  else  in  the  county  that  the  Ku-Klux  have  visited? 

Answer.  I  couldn't  tell  you  all  that  have,  if  I  was  to  talk  until  to-morrow  night. 
There  is  but  few  houses  but  what  they  have  visited. 

Question.  W^hen  did  you  first  hear  of  the  Ku-Klux  making  their  rounds  ? 

Answer,  I  can't  tell  you. 

Question.  How  long  after  the  war  was  it  ? 

Ansiver.  Three  years,  I  believe  ;  I  don't  know.  It  was  between  two  or  three  years 
after  the  war,  as  well  as  I  recollect. 

Question.  Have  they  kept  it  up  there  since  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  more  or  less. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  order  is  in  existence  in  Blount  County  to-day? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  know  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  manifestations  they  have  made  since  December  last, 
when  Ketchum  was  hung? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  several. 

Question.  Name  such  as  you  have  heard  of. 

Ansiver.  They  went  last  Thursday  night  a  week  ago,  and  whipped  a  woman,  and  run 
a  woman  ofi*  from  there.     They  caught  her,  they  said,  and  run  her  off. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Who  was  *'her?'^ 
An8we)\  Kinney. 

Question.  What  did  they  drive  her  off  for  ? 
Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  other  cases  do  you  know  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you  ;  they  have  been  riding  around  all  the  time. 

Question,  Did  they  ever  visit  the  cabins  of  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  very  often. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  their  taking  away  arms  from  the  negroes  ? 

^Answer.  I  don't  know  that  they  ever  did.  I  know  they  took  several  guns  ;  I  saw  the 
guns  sticking  in  the  mud-hill,  where  they  said  the  Ku-Klux  stuck  them ;  but  I  can't 
say  they  took  them  from  the  negroes. 

Question.  Is  that  the  general  understanding  there,  that  the  Ku-Klux  took  their  guns 
from  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  any  other  man,  white  or  bl^k,  that  didn't  walk  as  they 
wished  him  to  walk,  they  took  his  arms. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  that ;  that  they  did  not  vote  with  the  democratic 
party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  go  according  to  their  orders — just  be  governed  by  their  orders. 

Question.  By  the  orders  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  these  gentlemen  in  your  courts ;  was  any  notice  taken 
of  these  proceedings  ? 

Answer.  Not  much  ;  mighty  little. 

Question.  Were  the  people  afraid  to  attempt  to  prosecute  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  A  man  might  as  well  go  and  dig  his  grave  as  to  go  to  Blountsville 
and  apply  against  a  Ku-Klux  or  try  to  warrant  him. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Or  have  him  arrested  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  think  it  could  not  be  done  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir.    It  might  be  in  some  places. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  But  the  man  who  would  do  that  would  endanger  his  own  life  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  wouldn't  live  long. 

Question.  Is  that  the  reason  you  did  not  go  and  make  complaint  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  just  the  reason.    I  was  told  by  several  to  do  so,  but  I  was  too  sharp 
to  do  that.     I  like  my  life  as  well  as  anything  else. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  many  in  your  county  dare  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  have  never  been  to  an  election  in  my  life,  and  I  don't  know 
anything  about  the  elections,  because  right  there  when  a  man  went  to  the  polls  and 
voted  he  right  there  got  the  Ku-Klux  against  him,  and  to  keep  from  harassing  by 
them  I  always  staid  at  home  and  attended  to  my  own  business,  to  keep  the  peace  and 
have  them  to  let  me  alone. 

Question.  Were  you  afraid  that  if  you  went  there  and  voted  your  sentiments  you 
would  have  the  Ku-Klux  after  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  knew  that  if  I  voted  my  way  they  would  have  something  to  say 
about  it,  and  I  let  it  alone.     I  knew  they  could  do  without  mj^  vote. 

Question.  Did  the  other  Union  people  feel  as  you  did  ? 

Answer.  Several  of  them  did,  I  know;  a  great  many  of  them  did. 

Question.  How  as  to  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Hardly  any  negroes  voted.  The  first  election  after  the  war  a  great  many 
voted,  but  after  that  they  hardly  ever  voted. 

Question.  Do  they  keep  away  from  voting  because  they  are  afraid  of  being  Ku- 
Kluxed  ? 

Answer.  I  would  suppose  so.  Before  the  Ku-Klux  came  around  they  voted,  but  after- 
wards they  have  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  Ku-Klux  being  at  that  camp-meeting  at  Gum  Grove  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir.  I  heard  them  shooting  there,  but  I  was  at  home.  I  live  a  mile  and 
a  half  from  the  meeting-house.  I  heard  the  pistols  firing  at  the  camp,  but  my  wife  was 
sick,  and  I  was  at  home  with  my  wife.  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  What  doctor  was  it  attended  your  wife  ? 
Ansuier.  Doctor  Garlington  Coker. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  11, 1871. 

WILLIAM  SHAPARD  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  age  and  place  of  residence  ? 

Answer.  Sixty-seven  years  ;  Blount  County. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Blount  County? 

Ansiver.  Ever  since  1847;  you  can  count  it  up  j  I  don't  remember  precisely.  Hived 
there  in  1847,  the  first  year. 

Question.  Of  what  State  are^you  a  native  ? 

Ansioer.  Virginia. 

Question.  How  far  do  you  live  from  the  county-seat — Blountsville  ? 

Answer.  Six  miles  north. 

Question.  Are  you  a  farmer  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  Owning  land  ? 

A  nsiver.  I  do. 

Question.  During  the  late  rebellion  what  was  your  position ;  were  you  for  the  Union 
or  for  the  confederacy  ? 

Answer.  Gentlemen,  can  you  indulge  me  a  little  right  here  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  1  can  answer,  and  perhaps  save,  a  good  many  questions.  My  grandfather 
and  my  father  aud  my  mother  and  all  my  associates  taughfc  me  to  be  loyal  to  the 
American  Government — to  the  United  States  Governmeot.  If  I  have  ever  been  doubt- 
ful on  tliat  subject  at  any  moment  I  don't  remember  it  at  this  time. 

Question.  Were  you  outspoken  in  your  sentiments  and  opinions  during  the  war  and 
fiince  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  when  I  saw  the  difficulties  coming  up  I  determined  on  the  spot  just 
to  withdraw  and  be  as  quiet  as  possible.  What  communications  and  conversations 
and  everything  I  did  were  entirely  confidential.  The  reason  of  this  was  this  :  I  saw 
the  people  had  become  demoralized ;  that  probably  dangers  would  come  up,  and  I 
called  up  a  few  of  them  to  counsel  and  advise  for  each  other's  safety,  and  some  of  us 
went  into  an  agreement  together  that  it  was  a  matter  beyond  human  control,  and  that 
we  had  t)etter  be  prudent. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  This  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  seldom  ever  talked  it  in  conversations  ;  if  I  did,  as  soon  as  I  saw 
•what  it  left  to,  I  withdrew  on  the  spot.  I  was  stigmatized  there  as  a  Lincolnite,  first, 
because  I  wouldn't  rejoice  over  the  battle  of  Manassas.  I  did  refrain  from  rejoicing 
there  from  the  fact  that  I  was  enlisted  the  other  way.  That  is  very  clear,  but  I  looked 
at  circumstances  of  this  kind  and  used  the  exjiression — and  fifty  people  can  be  brought 
here  to  establish  it — said  I :  '^  Gentlemen,  stop  ;  go  back  to  1832.  A  point  like  that 
occurred  between  Russia  and  Poland,  and  Poland  thrashed  Russia  four  times  worse 
than  you  thrashed  them,  and  in  less  than  twelve  months  Russia  came  on  again  with 
an  increased  force,  and  Poland  thrashed  her  again,  aud  everybody  thought  it  was 
settled;  and  in  less  than  three  years  Poland  was  conquered  and  partitioned  out.  Now 
wait  three  years,  and  if  you  make  as  much  as  you  think  you  will,  you  may  thank  God 
for  his  blessings." 

Question.  Have  jon  been  subjected  to  persecution,  since  the  war,  on  account  of  your 
political  sentiments  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  pretty  much  all  the  time. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  nature  of  that  persecution  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  believe  they  call  me  now  a  radical  and  a  negro-equality  man  and  a 
traitor. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  other  persecution,  besides  hard  names,  to  which  you 
have  been  subjected  ? 

Answei\  I  understand  your  question.  You  have  a  period  of  three,  or  four,  or  five 
year^  to  go  through,  and  a  great  many  things  to  look  over,  and — — 

Question.  Make  your  statement  as  short  as  possible. 

Anstcer.'It  was  not  my  intention  to  take  any  part  in  public  matters  after  the  surr 
render :  I  was  prevailed  on  to  do  so.    As  soon  as  my  position  was  known  in  tne  war, 
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tbere  was  a  notice  put  up  on  my  gate-post  giving  me  ten  days  to  leave  the  country  in 
It  was  done  in  the  night  by  some  person,  I  don't  know  who  ;  I  never  could  find  out. 

Question.  Was  the  notice  signed  by  any  one  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  it  only  had  three  K's  over  it,  and  any  person  could  see  it  was  a 
fictitious  handwriting  ;  the  man  that  did  that  used  a  pen  that  showed  it. 

Question.  About  what  time  was  that  notice  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  date  it,  only  this  way ;  just  as  soon  as  they  saw  my  efibrts  in  the 
county  were  prevailing,  and  that  I  was  troublesome  to  them  there,  it  came. 

Question.  Was  it  before  1867  If 

Answer.  At  what  date  was  the  general  convention  held  here  ? 

Mr.  Buckley.  That  was  on  the  5th  of  November,  1807. 

The  Witness.  Well,  it  commenced  there  about  eight  o'clock  that  night  on  that 
stand  that  day  ;  that  notice  was  put  there  on  my  gate^  at  the  next  circuit  court  I  was 
returned  to  the  court  prosecuted  for  immorality. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  On  what  charge  ? 

Ansiver.  Trying  to  kill  a  man,  I  think. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  you  were  indicted  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  foundation  for  the  charge  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  the  details  of  the  matter  will  be  shorter  and  explain  all  that,  thah 
by  answering  questions  that  way. 

Question^  Well,  go  on  and  make  it  brief. 

Answer.  I  was  advised  confidentially  afterward  that  everything  was  against  me,  and 
if  I  didn't  leave  the  country  I  would  go  to  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years.  I  was  tried 
afterward  up  in  court,  in  Blountsville,  and  not  a  witness  appeared  against  me.  The 
very  man  I  was  indicted  for  trying  to  kill  swore  there,  in  open,  court,  that  I  had 
always  been  friendly  toward  him,  that  he  had  never  entertained  a  hard  feeling  against 
me,  and  that  he  would  rather  trust  in  me  than  any  other  man  living  for  a  friend. 

Question.  What  other  demonstration  was  made  against  you  besides  this  notice  on  your 
gate  ? 

Answei\  That  clears  up  that  matter.    Now  suppose 

Question.  What? 

Answ€fi\  Are  all  hands  done  with  that  ?    I  want  to  get  through  as  I  go  along. 

Question.  Do  you  wish  to  add  anything  to  your  former  statement  ? 

Answer.  I  give  that  as  what  I  consider  a  fair  statement  of  that  trouble  ;  that  I  was 
prosecuted  maliciously  ;  that  the  very  man  I  was  indicted  for  trying  to  kill  went  into 
court — he  was  a  witness  against  me — and  he  went  in  and  swore  I  never  had  done  him 
any  harm  in  any  way,  and  if  he  was  in  danger  he  would  rather  trust  me  than  any  other 
man. 

Question.  Who  got  up  that  prosecution  against  you  ? 

Answer.  It  was  done  in  a  clandestine  wav.  I  never  have  been  able  to  find  out.  I 
have  only  a  private  opinion  on  that,  and  I  reckon  that  had  better  lie  still.  I  prefer 
myself  that  my  private  things  of  that  nature  should  lie  still. 

Question.  Did  you  leave  the  country  in  pursuance  of  that  notice  ? 

Answer.  When  I  had  business  I  left,  and  when  I  got  through  I  returned. 

Question.  Then  you  did  not  go  in  consequence  of  that  notice  ? 

Ansiuer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  other  measures  were  taken  against  you,  if  any  ? 

Answcf)\  About  this  time,  and  in  connection  and  along  with  it,  a  certain  man  forced 
a  conversation  upon  one  of  my  daughters 

Question.  W^ill  you  si)eak  louder  in  giving  your  answers  ? 

Answer.  Before  we  go  any  further  with  my  evidence  I  wish  one  thing  understood.  I 
always  prefer  familiarity  with  every  man — at  least,  good  acquaintance,  My  health  is 
one  thing  I  can't  control,  and  nobody  else  here.  Anything  that  might  be  complained 
of  originates  from  that.  So  far  as  any  person  in  this  matter  is  concerned,  I  will  take  it 
as  a  favor.  I  hold  this  doctrine  :  If  a  man  is  a  friend  to  me  he  will  correct  me,  and  ii 
he  is  not  a  friend  he  will  not  correct  me.  Now  I  will  speak  a  little  louder.-  He  wanted 
to  know  if  she  had  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux ;  that  I  have  from  her. 

Question.  Proceed  with  your  narrative. 

Answer.  She  replied  that  she  had,  blit  she  had  no  further  use  for  any  conversation  on 
that  subject.  He  wished  to  know  of  her  if  I  was  not  afraid  to 'stay  in  the  country  on 
account  of  them.  *  She  told  him  to  inquire  of  me  about  that ;  that  she  didn't  know. 
He  inquired  to  know  what  would  they  do  if  the  Ku-Klux  came  to  my  house.  She  advised 
him  if  he  wished  to  know  to  come  and  see.  He  inquired,  ''Would  you  let  them  come 
in  th<5  house  ?"  She  replied,  "  Come  and  see."  He  replied  back,  "  W^lien  they  come 
you  had  better  mind  how  you  behave.  If  you  cross  them  they  will  tear  the  house 
down,  and  all  of  you  will  go  over  the  moon." 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Go  over  the  moon  ? 

Answe7\^  Yes,  sir,  that  was  his  reply.  I  don't  know  the  road  there..  That  is  as  she 
communicated  it  to  me. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Did  that  end  the  conversation  between  the  Ku-Klux  and  your  daughter  ? 

Answer.  About.  I  don't  think  of  anything  more.  She  tokl  the  fellow,  probably,  to 
shut  up  his  mouth  and  clear  out ;  that  she  didn't  want  to  talk  with  him,  or  some  how 
so  ;  that  it  was  no  conversation  with  a  lady,  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  w^ho  had  this  conversation  with  your 
daughter  ? 

Answer.  Abner  Stewart.    He  lives  about  a  mile  from  my  house. 

^wesiio??.  When  did  that  conversation  occur? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  about  the  apparent  time  they  began  to  ride  about  there  at  nights 
when  this  thing  came  up.  I  don't  know  how  to  name  it  or  phrase  it,  because  I  never 
put  myself  to  any  trouble,  not  half  as  much  as  about  coming  here. 

Question.  Who  do  you  mean  by  ^Hhey,"  in  saying  they  commenced  riding  about? 

Ansiver.  I  mean — I  don't  know  what  I  mean.  You  must  take  that  thing  like  it  fits. 
At  that  time  I  was  notified  by  several  that  the  time  had  come  for  the  carpet-baggers, 
and  negro-equality  men,  and  scalawags  had  to  leave  the  country,  and  it  was  currently 
understood  over  the  country.  Now  mark  :  I  tell  you  through  all  these  circumstances 
I  was  not  mingling  in  public  matters.  I  staid  at  home  as  close  as  most  of  men.  I 
don't  suppose  I  have  been  off  my  place  three  times  in  six  months,  until  1  started  here. 
I  stayed  about  my  farm. 

Question.  How  was  this  notice  given  that  scalawags  and  carpet-baggers  should  leave 
the  country  ? 

Answer.  Occasionally  the  men  would  come  to  me  and  begin  conversation  in  a  way, 
coming  up  unexpectedly,  and  use  an  expression  similar  to  this,  or  in  these  words:  "We 
have  got  the  thing  dead  now  ;  we  have  got  an  organization  that  is  to  whip  out  every- 
thing ;  and  all  the  damned  scalawags,  carpet-baggers,  and  negro-equality  men  shall 
leave  the  country." 

Question.  Were  the  men  who  spoke  to  you  in  these  terms  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  You  see  I  had  no  chance  of  seeing  disguised  men  only  in  one  way — 
if  they  came  where  I  was.  I  didn't  travel  about  at  nights,  sir,  and  seldom  in  the  day- 
time. 

Question.  Who  talked  to  you  this  way  in  relation  to  carpet-baggers,  and  scalawags, 
and  negro-equality  men  leaving  the  country  ? 

Answer.  John  Copeland,  Lewis  Copeland,  Virgil  Newsome,  J.  W.  Moore,  the  probate 
judge  there,  and  various  other  men. 

Question.  Were  these  leading  influential  men  who  used  this  language  to  you  ? 

Ansiver.  One  is  a  probate  judge. 

Question.  Who  are  the  others  f 

Answer.  He  and  two  others  told  me  they  belonged  to  that  organization. 

Question.  Judge  Moore  and  two  others  told  you  they  belonged  to  that  organization  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  told  me  the  place  or  house  that  the  organization  was  formed 
in,  aud  several  other  members  of  it. 

Question.  Who  are  those  two  others  you  refer  to  ? 

Answer.  The  two  Copelands  and  Newsome. 

Question.  Where  did  they  say  the  organization  was  formed  ? 

Answer.  In  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  Blountsville — stop  before  you  begin  there ;  I  said 
the  Masonic  Lodge.  I  want,  before  you  put  that  down,  to  frame  that  very  cautiously. 
I  don't  want  you  to  infer  from  that  that  the  Masons  done  this  matter,  but  it  seems 
that  this  party  somehow  had  the  use  of  the  room  in  that  house.  And  he  pointed  over, 
and  said,  "  It  was  in  the  lodge  there."  That  I  wanted  to  explain,  for  fear  it  might  get 
out  that  I  had  accused  the  Masons  of  being  in  this. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  By  the  Masonic  Lodge  he  referred  to  the  building  where  they  met  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  merely  the  building,  not  the  fraternity.  All  this  from  Virgil 
Newsome's  conversation  and  from  the  others,  Moore  and  the  rest,  seems  to  have  origin- 
ated from  this:  that  they  seemed  to  have  been  in  expectation  that  I  was  going  to  can- 
vass the  county,  and  make  speeches — they  seemed  to  infer  that — but  they  were  mis- 
taken. I  had  no  such  intention  j  on  the  other  hand,  there  was  a  fixed  determination 
not  to  do  it,  and  I  did  not  do  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Fix  the  time  as  nearly  as  you  can  when  Judge  Moore  and  Mr.  Newsome 
and  these  others  named  told  you  this. 
Ansivei\  You  can  fix  it,  I  reckon,  faster  than  I  can. 
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Question,  Wbat  time  was  General  Meade's  order  for  the  legislature  to  meet  and  com- 
mence the  work  of  reconstruction  ? 

Mr.  Buckley.  I  think  that  order  was  issued  either  the  last  of  June,  or  the  first 
of  July,  1868.    It  was  after  the  general  omnibus  bill  was  passed  by  Congress. 

The  Witness.  This  is  not  the  first  time  this  thing  occurred  to  my  minfl,  but  the 
nearest  I  can  date  it  is,  it  was  about  six  weeks  before  that  order  issued. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  was  after  March  2, 1867,  the  date  of  the  reconstruction  acts 
pavssed  by  Congress  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir.  My  attention  has  not  been  particularly  directed  to  this,  but  it 
grew  out  of  this  :  some  person  put  the  report  out  that  the  country  was  to  be  put  under 
military  rule,  and  I  w.':s  to  govern  it.  That  was  the  first  I  had  heard  or  thought  of  a 
thing  of  that  kind,  and  I  recollect  at  the  time  it  was  pretty  clearly  understood  that  the 
legislature  was  to  be  called  together,  and  I  had  got  a  communication  advising  me  of 
some  facts,  and  I  laid  it  down,  and  some  person  that  was  at  my  house  happened  to  see 
it  was  on  this  subject,  and  that  is  what  this  report  grew  out  of;  and  the  first  time  I 
appeared  in  compauj^,  I  was  attacked  on  that  subject. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  did  these  gentlemen  tell  you  was  the  object  of  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  To  break  up  negro  schools  and  break  down  negro  equality;  burn  up  school- 
houses  and  churches  ;  drive  the  God-damned  radicals  out  of  the  country,  and  the  car- 
pet-baggers, and  scalawags,  and  restore  law  and  order  ;  that  law  and  order  was  to  be 
the  result  of  that  course  of  things.    T  stuck  up  a  peg  there. 

Question.  You  were  mystified  over  that  ? 

Ansiver.  1  never  could  understand  it,  and  don't  yet.  That  last  remark  abqut  scala- 
wags and  radicals  was  made  by  Lewis  Copeland.  I  wished  to  know  their  author. 
They  had  classed  me  as  a  leader  or  active  participant  in  the  i)roceedings  that  were  going 
on.    I  inquired  of  them  after  I  stuck  up  that  peg. 

Question.  What  answer  was  given  ? 

Answer,  Tom  Nations  informed  them  that  I  was  the  leader. 

Question.  What  do  you  suppose  was  the  strength  of  that  organization  in  Blount 
County  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  through  with  that  yet. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement.  You  go  so  slow,  that  I  do.  not  know  when  you 
get  through. 

Answer.  It  is  so  long,  Mr.  Pratt ;  we  make  more  going  slow  than  fast. 

Question.  Take  your  own  course. 

Answer.  They  said  Tom  Nations  was  the  author.  I  give  it  now  just  as  it  occurred. 
Says  I,  "Who  pays  Mr.  Nations  for  his  services  f  They  replied  that  they  didn't  know. 
Copeland  then  crossed  his  arms  this  way,  [over  his  breast,]  ^' Well,  we  have  got  an 
organization  here  for  all  such  men  as  old  Tom  Nations,  and  now,  if  you  don't  take  down 
his  sign,  he  will  be  taken  out  of  a  night,  and  we  will  give  him  one  hundred  lashes,  and 
he  shall  never  know  who  done  it.'' 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  What  did  they  mean  by  taking  down  his  sign  ? 

Answer,  I  didn't  inquire  ;  I  give  the  words ;  all  the  time  I  was  trying  to  get  out  of 
it  ;  I  didn't  want  to  talk  with  them  about  it.  Judge  Moore  replied,  and  gave  a  nod  to 
the  place  Newsome  had  formed  his  organization,  and  says,  "  Yes,  that  was  fixed  up 
over  yonder,  and  now,''  says  he,  "if  any  man  wants  to  work  in  the  garb  of  the  radi- 
cals, let  him  try  it." 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question.  This  man  Moore  was  the  probate  judge,  I  understand  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  "  Whenever  he  commences  it,  he  will  gfet  notice  to  quit,  and  if  he 
don't  he  will  get  a  hundred  lashes,  and  if  that  don't  do  him,  he  will  be  taken  out  and 
swung  to  a  limb  and  that  will  end  it.  We  intend  to  clean  out  the  country  ;"  and  Gil- 
lespie says,  "That's  so  ;"  and  after  he  made  the  remark,  all  three  of  them  gathered 
about,  and  looked  around  and  made  a  gesture  like  that,  [of  emphasis,]  "Yes,  that's 
the  law."  I  walked  ofi\  Since  that  time  various  acts  of  violence  have  been  committed, 
and  if  that  be  the  law,  the  law  has  been  literally  fulfilled. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What? 

Ansiver,  If  whipping  men  and  taking  them  out  and  hanging  them  is  the  law,  the 
law  has  been  literally  fulfilled  from  that  time  up  until  now.  A  great  many  men  have 
bee  A  whipped  and  driven  off  since. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  many  would  you  think,  from  first  to  last,  in  the  county  of  Blount, 
have  suffered  in  this  manner  ?  -^  j 
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Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  the  precise  number.  The  first  I  heard  of  was  the 
sheriff  of  the  county.  When  he  was  in  his  regular  social  intercourse,  in  open  day-time, 
in  the  presence  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  citizens  arouud  the  country,  all  property-holders 
and  citizens,  he  was  murdered  in  cold  blood  about  11  o'clock  in  the  day,  and  a  man 
that  murdered  him  was  known  to  be  a  Ku-Klux — I  suppose  what  they  call  Ku-Klux 
in  these  times.  He  came  there,  and,  I  am  informed,  put  on  his  uniform  or  disguise — I 
don't  know  what  the  correct  name  is  ;  I  talk  of  it  as  they  talked  of  it  to  me.  They 
were  in  the  habit  of  riding  in  there  in  the  day-time.    He  killed  the  sheriff. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Give  the  name  of  the  sheriff  and  the  man  who  killed  him. 

Answer.  Levi  Murphy  was  the  sheriff  and  the  man  that  killed  him  was  named  Rus- 
sell.   I  don't  know  his  given  name  ;  I  never  had  any  acquaintance  with  him. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  he  was  a  Ku-Klux  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  stated  a  minute  ago  I  had  these  facts,  and  they  were  communicated  to  me 
chiefly.  Mr.  Murphy  was  killed,  and  the  day  before  Murphy  was  there  selling  goods, 
and  I  know  his  store  was  shut  up,  and  he  can't  be  found  since.  I  have  to  speak  of 
these  things  pretty  much  in  this  way;  I  believe  the  sun  rises  and  sets,  but  I.  have 
never  been  to  the  place  where  it  rises  or  the  place  where  it  sets,  and  yet  I  believe  that 
is  a  settled  question  without  tracing  things  that  far.  I  don't  think if  there  is  any- 
thing wrong  in  saying  he  killed  Murphy,  or  was  a  Ku-Klux,  let  the  blame  fall  on  me, 
and  that  is  risking  a  good  deal. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Questi&n.  Was  this  Murphy  a  republican  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  had  he  been  serving  as  sheriff  when  he  was  killed  ? 
Ansiver.  Just  commenced. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  AVas  he  elected  at  the  election  of  February,  1868  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  then  had  just  entered  upon  his  duties  as  sheriff? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  time  of  the  year  ? 

Ansiver.  That  must  be  governed  by  this  fact :  the  records  and  his  bond  will  show 
there,  some  time  in  July  or  August  j  sooner  than  that,  I  think ;  March,  I  think,  is  the 
time  pearer. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  of  Russell  killing  Murphy  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  that  has  ever  been  explained,  or  can  be  any  more  than  it  is, 
just  as  I  say. 

Question.  Killed  because  he  was  a  republican,  do  you  mean  ? 

Answer.  It  might  be  a  little  further  explained  in'this  way,  I  suppose,  thou'gh,  inas- 
much as  there  are  things  connected  with  this  now  that  I  can't  say,  as  I  was  not  pre- 
sent at  every  thing,  but  it  is  not  worth  while  to  use  so  many  words  ;  you  all  understand 
it.  The  contest  was  getting  pretty  high  betw^een  the  democrats  and  republicans.  Don't 
put  this  down ;  I  want  Mr.  Pratt,  though,  to  know  how  to  frame  his  questions.  The 
conversation  originated  something  about  radicals  and  republicans.  Murphy  remarked 
that  he  was  a  Iriend  to  reconstruction,  and  words  that  1  don't  remember  and  cannot 
rei^eat  were  passed  between  each  other,  and  while  it  was  going  on  so  Russell  remarked 
to  him,  no  man  should  use  such  language  in  his  presence.  Murphy  stepped  up  to  him 
and  says,  "  I  repeat  again  what  I  have  said,  and  intend  to  stand  to  it,"  and  at  that 
Russell,  I  suppose,  drew  out  his  pistol  and  shot  him  dead.  You  ask  an  explanation  ; 
I  tell  that ;  I  don't  give  that  as  evidence  ;  I  have  it  from  hearsay. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  account  to  be  true? 

Answer.  I  have  never  had  any  reason  to  doubt  it. 

Question^  Is  that  the  general  understanding  of  the  manner  in  which  he  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  general  understanding,  because  I  was  interested.  You 
know  any  civilized  man  in  a  civilized  community,  when  an  outrage  of  that  extent  is 
committed,  will  go  to  some  extent  to  find  out  the  facts — whether  it  was  justified  or 
not.  I  did  that,  not  thinking  it  would  lead  to  this,  and  I  give  that  as  my  best  under- 
standing ;  but  I  don't  say  of  that,  as  I  said  awhile  ago,  that  it  was  a  settled  fact. 
They  may  bring  in  some  little  thing  I  never  heard  of  about  it. 

Question.  How  many  killings  have  occurred  from  political  causes  since  Murphy  was 
shot? 

Answei\  When  you  come  to  take  evidence  you  will  find  that  as  difficult  as  the  other. 

Question.  Give  the  best  opinion  you  can. 

Ansiver.  I  can  say  this — before  we  reach  that  I  will  say  it  here^^ecause  j^ou  will 
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reach  it  quicker — you  will  fi^d  out  that  all  the  men  that  got  killed  were  republicans, 
and  those  that  did  the  killing  were  on  the  other  side.  .  I  can  stand  up  to  that.  There 
is  LevilMurphy  got  killed  j  and  Russell  Campbell  got  killed ;  and  Lemuel  Falkner  was 
killed ;  and  Lewis  Ketchum  was  killed ;  and  a  man  named  Higgins  was  killed ;  and  a 
great  many  others  that  I  can't  recollect ;  andagreatmanymore  were  whipped  and  driven 
off;  and  an  organized  band  called  Ku-Klux,  or  understood  to  be  Kn-Klnx,  marcbed 
through  the  streets  of  the  county-seat,  right  before  the  sheriff  and  the  probate  judge,  day 
and  night,  whenever  they  pleased,  and  never  has  one  of  them  been  arrested,  as  I  heard 
of,  or  an  attempt  to  arrest  them.  And  there  is  a  man  on  this  ground  now  that  was 
arrested  and  prosecuted  there  for  going  peaceably  with  other  men  to  try  to  insist 
upon  peace,  harmony,  law,  and  order.  Not  only  prosecuted,  but  he  was  driven  from 
the  country.    In  hopes  of  peace  he  has  returned,  and  he  is  now  notified  to  leave  again. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  all  these  men  that  you  have  referred  to  as  whipped, 
killed,  and  driven  from  the  country,  were  so  maltreated  by  the  Ku-Klux  organization  'i 

Answer.  I  am  nofc  at  a  loss  to  answer  that  question,  but  still  another  thing  was  on 
the  end  of  my  tongue  when  you  mentioned  that. 

Question.  Well,  go  on. 

Answer.  At  the  last  election,  John  F.  McDowell  informs  me  that  when  he  went  to 
the  election  to  vote,  the  sheriff  came  to  him  and  took  him  by  the  arm  and  wanted  him 
to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  giving  him  one.  He  looked  at  it,  and  told  him  he 
didn't  vote  that  ticket.  The  sheriff*  told  him  that  was  the  way  they  were  all  voting, 
and  to  come  along  and  vote.  Ho  got  him  up  to  the  polls,  and  McDowell  says,  "If  I 
vote  I  gives  my  own  vote."  "  Who  do  you  want  to  vote  for?"  He  says,  "  I  vote  for  a 
rcYmbiican  ticket,"  and  there  was  officers,  and  all  around  had  tickets,  they  said,  plenty 
of  them.  He  called  for  one,  and  they  said,  "  We  don't  keep  them  tickets  here  at  all; 
you  wdll  have  to  go  somewhere  else,"  and  he  went  about  fifty  yards  off  and  gob  him  a 
ticket,  and  some  four  or  five  of  the  gang  followed  after  him  and  stood  by  and  watched ; 
and  after  he  got  it,  they  wanted  to  see  what  was  on  it,  and  began  in  this  way  :  "  Damn 
you,  do  you  vote  that  ticket?"  "I  do."  "Do  you  vote  for  that  damned  nigger?" 
They  pointed  out  one.  He  ste^^ped  off-  and  got  a  pen  and  scratched  out  that  name, 
and  went  and  gave  his  ticket  in.  Various  people  in  the  crowd  were  heard  to  say, 
"Damn  him,  he  is  good  for  a  hundred  lashes."  "Damn  him,  he  shan't  live  here  two 
weeks."  Such  conversation  was  heard  about  in  the  crowd.  In  a  few  nights  afterward 
they  broke  open  his  house,  and,  I  suppose,  left  him  for  dead.    They  beat  him  terribly. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
QuesHon.  Were  they  disguised  men  that  beat  him  ? 

Ansiver.  They  were.  I  don't  reckon  they  will  dispute  that,  as  they  managed  to  get 
a  part  of  their  rigging  here. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  a  f»art  of  the  disguise  worn  at  that  particular  time  ? 
Answer.  In  the  fight,  he  and  his  children  secured  that  much  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  He  and  his  children  did  that  ? 

Ansiver,  Secured  some  of  their  apparel  that  they  had  along  with  them  in  the  fight. 
I  don't  know  for  certain,  but  I*  think  it  can  be  brought  here,  if  you  want  to  see  it. 
When  he  left,  he  asked  me  to  take  care  of  it.  He  lived  on  the  homestead  place  that, 
he  has  improved  very  well.  His  residence,  J  think,  is  very  important  to  secure 
title,  and  he  wishes  to  return  to  it.  Some  three  months  ago  he  was  at  my  house, 
and  he  wishes  to  return.  I  told  him  I  couldn't  advise  him,  but  if  I  were  in  his 
situation  I  wouldn't  risk  it.  So  severe  was  the  other  party,  that  in  a  few  days  after 
he  left,  just  on  mere  suspicion,  after  I  had  forgotten  the  circumstance  of  his  being  at 
my  house,  there  comes  the  fellow  that  had  been  employed  on  the  other  side  (and  they 
made  a  mistake  when  they  employed  him)  to  come  and  to  probe  around  me  and  seek 
employment  long  enough  to  find  out  whether  McDowell  intended  to  come  back  to  the 
county  or  not.  He  stated  Judge  Moore  had  got  him  to  do  that  thing,  and  he  went  and 
told  Judge  Moore  he  could  not  find  out.  The  judge  studied  awhile,  and  said,  "God 
damn  him,  if  he  ever  does  attempt  to  come  back  again,  I  hope  he  will  be  killed  before 
he  gets  here,  and  he  shall  be  killed  anyhow."  He  says,  "  I  don't  care  anything  about 
it  myself."  That  is  what  that  witness  informed  me.  McDowell  now  is  off  in  that  sit- 
uation, and  he  can't  come  back  under  these  circumstances.  Up  to  that  time,  and  for  a 
while  afterward,  I  think  it  was  a  settled  question  that  there  were  Ku-Klux.  I  had  to 
take  that  from  the  general  appearance  of  things.  I  had  no  recourse  to  their  records  or. 
anything  to  find  out ;  but  since  there  has  been  a  law  passed  by  Congress  called  a  Ku- 
Klux  law,  and  Aleck  Stevens,  of  Georgia,  has  stated  that  there  was  a  regular  Ku-Klux 
organization  during  the  rebellion,  and  that  these  were  bastards,  that  has  come  out  now. 
They  ftay  they  don't  want  to  be  known  as  bastards.  .There  is  a  report  got  out  now  that 
there  is  no  Ku-Klux ;  and  so,  when  you  ask  me  who  are  Ku-Klux  and  who  are  not,  I 
can't  say,  because  I  can  only  jud;^e  by  their  acts,  and  when  they  say  it  is  at  an  end,  I 
don't  know  which  is  the  affirmative  with  it. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  will  vary  the  questiou,  and  put  it  in  this  form :  Have  these  whippings, 
killings,  and  expulsions  from  the  country  been  committed,  as  a  general  thing,  by  men 
who  were  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  As  I  was  not  present  and  never  took  no  pains  to  know,  technically,  all  the 
facts  in  regard  to  that,  I  can  simply  say  this :  The  men  who  do  it  generally  can  he 
found  out,  and  when  it  is  mentioned  iu  circles  about,  these  men  that  are  known  as  Ku- 
Klux  nod  to  each  other  and  are  generally  pleased ;  but  if  a  republican  is  there,  he  hangs 
his  head,  and  knows  if  he  goes  to  reasoning  anything,  that  in  a  night  or  two  his  house 
will  be  capsized  and  he  will  be  swung  to  a  limb. 

By  Mr.  BtrcKLEY: 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  disguised  bands  riding  through  the  county  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  them  myself. 

Question.  Recently  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  One  of  them  dropped  off  a  piece  of  horseshoe  galloping  by  me,  and 
I  have  the  shoe  now.  I  tracked  him  home  and  fitted  it  to  his  horse's  foot — or  mule, 
rather. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  what  is  the  common  opinion  or  understanding  as  to  these  outrages 
having  been  committed  by  men  banded  together  and  in  disguise. 

Answer.  All  the  people  who  suffered  for  these  opinions  and  are  loyal  to  the  country 
are  satisfied  that  it  is  an  organized  band.  They  are  not  so  particular  about  the  name. 
They  know  it  is  an  organized  band,  determined  to  act  in  opposition  to  the  United  States 
Government.  On  the  other  side,  these  men  that  do  it  don't  come  out — that  is,  they  do 
come  out.  They  say  there  is  no  Ku-Klux  iu  the  country,  that  there  is  nothing  wrong, 
that  it  is  all  law,  that  there  is  perfect  law  and  order ;  in  fact,  that  is  the  way  they  call 
it.  I  don't  think  it  is  any  other  thing  from  the  conversation  I  have  heard.  You  may 
go  to  one  of  them — just  there,  I  will  say  (I  had  forgotten  it  entirely)  I  have  another 
very  important  thing.  I  have  made  a  memoiandum  somewhere,  but  I  haven't  got  it 
here,  but  when  I  heard  it  I  thought  that  would  do  to  notice.  When  there  was  such 
a  reign  of  terror  and  everything  going  on  in  this  way,  I  saw  General  Crawford  here, 
and  we  thought  we  had  the  thing  secured  and  we  would  get  military  assistance.  Gen- 
eral Crawford  promised,  and  no  doubt  thought  he  would  give  it  at  the  time.  But  things 
took  a  change.  Well,  for  a  few  weeks  that  thing  threw  them  in  suspense.  I  suppose 
for  six  or  eight  weeks  things  went  down,  and  I  started  to  hope  we  were  going  to  have 
peace,  and  all  of  a  sudden  there  was  a  worse  outbreak  than  ever.  A  man  1  can  rely 
upon  informed  me  that  he  heard  Judge  Moore,  there  at  Brooksville,  say  that,  ''  Damn 
them,  we  have  got  them  now." 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  When  was  the  United  States  court  held  here  ?  last  November  a  year  ago. 

Mr.  Buckley.  In  1869  ? 

The  Witness.  Yesj  sir ;  soon  after  that  j  here  in  January  after  that. 

Question,  January,  1870? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  says,  "  Damn  them,  we  have  got  them  now."  Says  he,  "  Some 
damned  rascal  has  wrote  to  Smith  for  soldiers  iu  here,  and  Smith  wrote  to  me  to  know 
whether  it  was  so  or  not,  or  whether  there  was  any  need  for  them  or  not,  and  J  wrote 
him  word  that  we  didn't  need  any  soldiers  here ;  that  everything  was  right  and  nothing 
w^rong,  and  I  have  the  promise  from  Smith  that  there  shall  be  no  soldiers  sent  here." 

Questioti.  You  mean  Governor  Smith,  at  that  time  governor  of  this  State  ? 

Aiisiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  forgot  to  mention  he  was  governor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  has  been  the  condition  since  ? 
Ansiver.  They  took  a  start  right  there,  and  run  over  everything  rough-shod. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  was  the  man  who  told  you  that  Moore  said  this  ? 

Answer.  James  Ketchum.  I  have  invariably,  since  that,  when  any  man  would  come 
to  me  and  talk  about  it,  (I  can't  say  quite  invariably,  but  very  nearly  so,)  said,  ''  We 
are  helpless,  and  to  aggravate  an  already  exasperated  community,  w^here  thej^  have 
everything  in  their  own  hands  and  everything  against  us,  we  had  better  be  q^iet,  and 
stay  at  home  and  attend  to  our  own  business,  and  try  to  never  have  a  collision  with 
them  on  any  subject ;  for  it  is  useless  to  talk  about  coming  in  contact  with  them  when 
thev  have  every  controlling  power  except  physical  force,  and  our  physical  force  is  worth 
notning  without  a  law  for  to  protect  us."  Our  law  is  good  enough,  to'my  judgment ;  just 
as  good  as  I  want,  if  it  would  be  administered  ;  but  it  is  very  difficult  for  me  to  under- 
stand that  a  law  could  be  framed  upon  any  principle  of  justice  that  would  protect  one 
class  of  men  to  the  exclusion  of  another.  -^  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Has  any  one  been  arrested,  or  indicted,  or  tried  for  these  killings  of  which 
you  have  made  mention  ? 

Answer.  The  first  case,  for  kiljing  Levi  Murphy,  as  I  told  you,  fourteen  or  fifteen  citi- 
zens were  there,  and  not  an  effort  was  made ;  and  I  think,  probably,  out  of  them  some 
of  them  assisted  him  off,  but  I  don^t  say  so  ;  I  think  it  was  so. 

Question.  He,  however,  left  the  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  As  to  the  prosecution,  it  is  probable  that  there  are  some  prosecu- 
tions. You  know  these  grand  jury  proceedings  are  secret.  I  think  probably  there  have 
been  some  bills  of  indictment  made  ;  but  those  bills  of  indictment,  if  you  will  investi- 
gate them,  are  made  for  a  mere  sham  to  cover  up  and  conceal  crime,  and  when  they 
were  handed  out  to  the  sheriff,  before  the  sheriff  would  come  one  step  to  serve  them,  it 
will  be  like  this :  "  Here,  Buckley,  by  God,  see  yonder  is  Jim  Montgomery.  I  have 
got  a  capias  that  will  play  hell  with^  him.  He*^  had  better  leave.  Then  you  whip 
around  and  tell  Jim  to  leave."  As  soon  as  the  sheriff  has  given  the  wink,  he  goes  and. 
summons  three  or  four  men,  and  says,  ''  Here,  boys,  I  have  a  capias  to  serve  on  Jim,  and 
I  must  have  it  served  oi;  they  will  say  I  haven't  done  my  duty.''  Then  the  men  with  the 
writ  will  come  around  that  way  when  he  knows  the  man  has  gone  this  way,  and  give 
him  time  to  get  away,  and  then  come  back  and  prove  that  he  has  done  his  duty.  You 
can  get  proof  of  that. 

Question.  Is  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court  there  efficient? 

Answer.  I  have  regarded  him  as  a  good  man. 

Question.  Is  he  regarded  as  a  good  judge  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  speak  so  positively.  I  have  regarded  him  as  a  gentleman,  and  not 
only  a  gentleman,  but  he  has  been  accepted  by  me  as  a  judge,  under  the  circumstances, 
as  most  men. 

Question.  What  difficulty  do  you  find,  then,  in  executing  the  law  there  ? 

Answer.  Judges  generally  live  remote  from  a  great  many  of  the  county  seats  in  their 
circuit 

Question.  Is  the  trouble  with  the  juries? 

Ansiver.  Let  me  answer  the  other  question  first.  And  where  things  are  carried  on  in 
this  organization,  a  disguised  one,  it  is  very  difficult  for  a  judge  to  arrive  at  facts  and 
decide  upon  cases  of  that  nature  without  going  outside  of  his  judicial  office.  That  is  a 
thing  I  look  to.  I  don't  put  that  to  Judge  Haralson.  I  say  all  judges  were  put  in  that 
situation.  Inasmuch  as  Judge  Haralson  will  be  called  into  question,  I  will  say  I  regard 
him  as  a  gentleman.  Not  only  him,  but  any  other  judge  would  be  in  that  predicament 
in  getting  in  there,  because  I  live  there  among  them,  and  they  are  ahead  of  me  a  long 
ways. 

Question.  Is  it  difficult  for  the  grand  juries  to  find  bills  against  such  men  as  commit 
crimes  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  I  will  state  this ;  It  has  been  twenty  years  since  I  have  looked  over  the  law 
in  regard  to  the  selection  of  juries.  I  have  frequently  seen  jurors  in  the  box  there  and 
noticed  around  the  community  what  sort  of  men  were  on  the  juries,  and  I  would  rather 
play  a  game  of  seven-up  with  the  best  gambler  in  the  world,  with  one  hand  tied  behind 
me  and  both  eyes  put  out,  for  my  chance  to  win  a  stake,  than  to  try  to  get  a  jury  there 
that  I  would  call  an  impartial  one  now. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  they  have  discriminated  on  account  of  political  sentiments 
and  Union  feelings  ? 

Answer.  As  I  told  you  awhile  ago,  where  things  are  clandestinely  managed,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  tell.  There  is  Doctor  White,  a  ^ood  neighbor,  a  farmer,  a  merchant,  and  citi- 
zen. As  far  as  I  know,  he  is  a  gentleman  with  any  man  that  sits  around  here.  I  don't 
know  who  you  are  all  here,  but  I  understand  that  there  are  some  here  now  that  belong 
to  both  political  parties;  but  I  don't  believe  that  Congress  would  have  sent  anybody 
here  but  gentlemen,  no  matter  what  party.  Now  I  will  risk  any  man  here,  be  he  who 
he  will,  to  try  Doctor  White  as  long  as  he'  wants  to,  and  he  will  pronounce  him  a  gen- 
tl.eman  and  a  good  citizen.  He  and  several  of  his  neighbors  I  can  si)eak  of,  and  not  one 
of  these  men  have  ever  been  seen  on  a  grand  jury  there.  In  the  same  neighborhood 
where  I  live,  the  most  dissolute  and  worthless  men  are  generally  on  the  jury,  and  men 
under  the  most  complete  control.  You  can't  pull  your  shoestring  and  tie  it  up  more 
easily  than  they  can  manage  these  scamps.  As  an  evidence  of  it,  take  the  way  I  was 
prosecuted  for  killing  a  man,  and  the  same  man  came  in  without  my  knowledge,  unex- 
pected tP  me,  and  gave  the  evidence  he  did.  That  is  a  specimen  of  a  great  many  cases 
there. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Q$iestion.  The  same  man  who  prosecuted  you  came  in  and  did  what  ? 

Answer.  The  grand  jury  found  a  true  bill  against  me  for  an  assault  upon  a  man  with 

intention  to  kill  him.    I  didn't  know  what  to  be  at,  for  I  knew  of  no  such  occurrence. 

A  negative  is  hard  to  prove,  but  I  knew  I  had  done  nothing  of  the  kind.    Nobody  knew 

it.    1  was  at  the  end  of  my  row ;  but  it  comes  up  in  court.    I  didn't  employ  any  coun- 
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sel.  Judge  Haralson  was  the  judge.  When  it  was  first  called  up,  I  said,  ''Judge,  we 
will  not  quarrel  about  it.  Dinner  is  close  by.  I  think,  probably,  if  you  will  wait  until 
after  dinner,  and  call  this  case  up  first,  may  be  I  will  go  into  trial.'^  He  came  back 
after  dinner*,  and  asked  me  what  I  would  do.  "Mr.  Shaphard,"  says  he.  I  says,  "  We 
are  ready."  The  man  I  was  alleged  to  have  killed  was  the  first  witness,  and  he  swore 
positively  that  he  always  regarded  me  as  a  gentleman,  and  if  he  wanted  to  select  a 
friend  would  prefer  me  to  any  other  man ;  that  I  had  never  tried  to  hurt  him  at  all. 
The  graud  jury  had  found  a  bill  of  indictment  against  me  of  that  nature. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Returning  to  the  subject  of  elections ;  were  instances,  of  the  kind  you  have 
related  to  us,  common  in  that  county — about  controlling  men's  votes,  and  intimida- 
tion, and  so  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  on  election  days  there  seen  anything  of  the  sort  ? 

Answer.  Yes.    There's  McDowell's  case 

Question.  Have  you  reason  to  think  such  occurrences  are  frequent  ? 

Ansiver.  My  aim  is  to  give  a  positive  answer,  because  witnesses  may  follow  after- 
ward, and  I  don't  want  discrepancies  between  them  and  me,  and  I  want  to  be  particu- 
lar. In  that  same  election  for  which  McDowell  was  whipped,  a  few  weeks  afterward 
Thomas  Harper  started  to  Hunts ville  with  his  wagon.  He  came  some  fourteen  miles 
from  home,  and  in  the  course  of  the  night  a  band  of  disguised  men  came  and  called 
him  up.  They  asked  if  he  didn't  vote  in  the  late  election  at  Summit,  and  vote  the 
republican  ticket.  He  told  them  he  did.  They  asked  him  what  he  meant  by  it.  He 
told  them  that  was  his  choice.  He  was  then  asked  if  six  other  men  had  not  voted  that 
same  ticket,  calling  their  names.  He  told  them  he  expected  they  had  ;  that  they  were 
on  that  side,  as  they  understood  each  olfher,  all  being  on  that  side.  They  then  gave 
him  assurances  that  if  ever  he  voted  a  ticket  of  that  kind,  or  any  of  the  other  six  did, 
they  would  come  and  see  him  again,  and  give  him  a  trip  over  the  moon.  Mr.  Harper  is 
a  farmer,  a  very  industrious  man,  and  one  of  the  most  inoffensive  and  honorable  men 
I  have  ever  been  acquainted  with.  I  have  these  facts  from  his  own  mouth.  He  came 
to  me  for  advice  to  know  how  to  act  in  the  matter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  men  who  have  been  intimidated  from  voting 
according  to  their  opinions  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir.  I  have  heard  of  a  great  many  others,  but  I  would  just  state  that 
is  the  general  complexion  of  the  country.  I  give  these  facts  as  some.  Whenever  you 
inquire  into  of  them  in  any  shape,  you  will  strengthen  my  sentiments  whatever 
shape  you  work  them  in.  I  prefer  not  attempting  to  be  anything  like  accurate  about 
things  I  haven't  conversed  with,  and  to  find  the  technical  details  it  is  so  difficult,  when 
you  come  to  rule  the  eviden^ce,  to  carry  out  all  these  things,  without  a  conllict  or 
trouble,  and  I  prefer  not  to  make  anything  more  than  a  general  statement,  as  matter  of 
common  belief. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  you  had  seen  men  riding  through  the  country 
in  disguise,  banded  together. 

Ansiver.  If  you  didn't  understand  me  to  say  that  you  misunderstood  me  very  widely, 
for  I  say  positively  I  have  seen  them  ;  how  often  I  am  unprepared  to  say.  I  have  seen 
them  twice  within  less  than  two  hundred  yards  of  my  house. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? 

Answer.  Now  that  is  a  thing  I  am  lacking  inj  but  the  very  night  Horton  was 
whipped  they  passed  my  house  twice. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Which  Horton  ? 
Answer.  He  is  heri;,  I  think,  probp^bly.    If  he  has  not  been  in  here  he  will  be  in. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  The  old  man  or  the  young  man  f 
Ariswer.  The  young  man,  about  twenty-three  or  twenty-four. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Some  time  last  December  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  about  that  time — the  night  he  was  whipped. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  other  night  did  you  see  them  riding  in  disguise? 

Answer.  Within  the  last  three  months  a  parcel  of  men  came  up  to  my  gate  and  began 
to  holler.  I  had  heard  the  horses'  feet.  I  know  I  heard  them.  I  heard  them  when  I 
w^as  getting  up.  I  have  got  a  couple  of  ray  daughters  trained  for  these  things,  and  if 
the  Ku-Klux  ever  come  there,  they  intend  to  meet  them  and  embrace  them.    They  got 
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up  and  went  out,  and  tliey  began.  It  is  things  that  had  better  not  be  talked  about,  but 
one  of  them  came  inside  of  the  gate.  While  they  went  oat  of  the  front  door,  I  went 
out  of  t' e  back  door,  and  I  was  getting  behind  the  smoke-house,  and  they  were  going 
to  entice  them  around. 

Question.  That  is  what  you  mean  by  "  embracing  f ' 

Answer.  They  went  out  and  shook  hands  and  arms  with  them,  and  if  they  had  any 
bnsiness  they  would  bring  them  in  the  house,  and  I  fixed  my  position  if  they  went  on 
to  meet  them.  I  have  a  very  savage  dog,  and  that  created  a  little  confusion,  and  some 
of  them,  I  expect,  were  drunk,  by  the  way  they  acted,  and  they  became  pretty  rough, 
and  another  of  my  daughters  spoke  to  the  girls,  and  said,  '^  Girls,  you  had  better  come 
in  the  house."  She  spoke  before  she  thought.  Somehow  it  didn't  fetch  any  further. 
It  stopped  at  that. 

Question.  Did  these  men  make  known  their  mission,  or  what  they  came  for? 

Answer.  That  was  so  immaterial  with  me  I  didn't  inquire.  All  the  fact  I  rested  in 
was,  if  they  wanted  any  business  in  my  house  I  wanted  them  to  have  an  open  way  to 
come  there,  and  I  provided  for  it  in  the  way  I  told  you.  I  don't  know  who  they  were 
yet.  I  never  tried  to  find  out.  If  they  want  to  come,  they  may  come.  I  know  I  am 
in  danger  all  the  time,  but  the  man  that  expects  to  get  along  in  this  world  without 
danger  certainly  has  not  Jived  long  at  headquarters. 

Question.  Has  this  been  known  in  the  community  ;  have  you  spoken  of  this  before  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  told  it  outside  of  my  family.  I  am, 
maybe,  telling  it  now  where  it  would  make  the  case  worse,  but  as  General  Jackson 
says,  ^'  I  think  it  will  be  difficult  to  make  it  much  worse  with  them."  But,  understand 
me,  I  don't  know  who  are  Ku-Klux  and  who  are  not.  Heretofore  they  have  said  they 
were  Ku-Klux,  but  now  no  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  How  numerous  are  they  understood  to  be,  or  to  have  been,  in  your  county 
at  any  one  time  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  been  to  some  pains  to  ascertain,  and  I  suppose  the  organ- 
ization must  number  about  three  hundred,  and  then  the  influence,  and  all  combined 
together,  might  nearly  double  it. 

Question.  You  mean  by  that  that  there  is  an  equal  number  who  co-operate  with  these 
disguised  bands  ? 

Answer.  1  am  satisfied  that  there  are  about  three  hundred. 

Question.  That  co-operate  with  them  ? 

Answer.  That  wear  these  fine  robes — I  don't  know  how  to  describe  these  things  over 
the  head — thrown  over  them,  and  they  have  masks  on.  I  have  seen  them  as  far  as 
from  here  across  thfe  street,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  yards,  by  moonlight,  just  get- 
ting a  glimpse  at  the  thing  passing  by  moonlight,  where  fifty  or  sixty  men  were  gal- 
loping by.  But  I  was  nearer  than  that.  I  a\^  calculating  from  the  house.  I  suppose 
I  was  within  forty  yards  of  them. 

Question.  Were  the  horses  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  large  a  company  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose,  unless  I  saw  the  same  iwice,  I  should  judge  there  were  fifty  or 
sixty. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  same  night  I  was  telling  you  of  before. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  it  is  supposed  that  there  are  ^  some  three 
hundred  more  men  who  sympathize  and  co-operate  with  these  disguised  men  in  Blount 
County  ? 

Answer.  As  accurately  as  I  can  speak  about  that ;  in  my  conversations  with  men  I 
have  fallen  in  company  with  them  to  know  how  matters  and  things  stand  there,  and 
that  is  my  conclusion.  I  haven't  not  traveled  over  the  county  for  information  of  that 
sort,  but  when  people  come  to  me  in  distress  for  counsel,  and  tell  over  these  matters,  I 
have  tried  to  get  the  correct  situation  of  the  country,  and  that  is  the  conclusion  I  have 
come  to,  that  their  force  would  be  about  double  as  strong.  Here,  for  instance,  is  an 
old  man  who  has  three  sons.  He  will  not  disguise  himself,  but  he  furnishes  horses  and 
rigging  for  the  boys.  The  boys  count  as  disguised.  Maybe  he  has  two  or  three  broth- 
ers who  have  no  sons,  and,  footing  it  up  all  the  way  around,  I  think  there  is  about  as 
many  Ku-Klux  undisguised  as  disguised. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  depredations  that  this  organization  has  committed 
upon  churches  or  school-houses  I 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  was  in  the  month  of  April — I  don't  know  what  year— 
but  on  the  first  adoption  of  the  school  system  under  Governor  Smith's  administration, 
this  man,  Lewis  Copeland 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  You  refer  to  1868  ? 

Answer.  Any  of  you  can  date  it  better  than  I  can,  for  I  don't  keep  any  public  records, 
and  seldom  ever  talk  about  it.    I  don't  know  that  I  have  had  a  conversation  about 
this  matter  ii&mk  or  eight  months,  until  right  now,  but  I  recollect  what  I  have  seen. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  It  was  after  your  constitution  was  adopted  ? 

Ansive7\  Yes,  sir ;  all  under  that.  I  happened  to  be  called  along  the  road,  and  wanted 
some  directions  about  the  road,  and  I  stopped  at  Lewis  Copeland's  gate.  1  saw  him 
come  Avalking  np  the  road  with  some  children  along  that  had  their  slates  and  books. 
After  I  got  the  directions  I  wished  concerning  my  route,  he  remarked  to  me,  as  tlie 
children  passed  by,  "  Now,  there  is  a  school  commenced  last  Monday,  and  it  is  broken  up 
iilready,  and  to-day  is  Thursday."  I  asked  him  what  broke  it  up. "  He  said  he  did.  He 
went  on  then  to  tell  that  "they  might  have  known  before  it  commenced  that  it 
shouldn't  stand  there.  No  damned  radical  school  shotild  stand."  He  studied  awhile, 
and  said,  '^  To-day  is  Thursday  and  to-morrow  is  Friday.  It  will  take  all  day  to-mor- 
row to  fix  up,  and  next  day  is  Saturday;  there  will  be  no  school ;  and  th(\u  Sunday,  and 
I  can  go  to  work  and  lose  no  more  time,  and,"  says  he,  "  Monday  they  will  be  out  and  I 
will  be  up  to  them,  God  damn  'em." 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  this  a  white  school  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  a  school  established  under  the  public  school  system,  was  it  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  the  teacher  of  that  school  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  Miss  Boeson,  a  young  lady  ;  I  forget  her  given  name ;  I  know  it 
very  well. 

Question,  Was  she  an  experienced  teacher  ? 

Answer,  As  to  that,  I  never  troubled  myself  to  find  out  anything  of  the  sort,  sir. 
These  other  things  c^me  under  my  knowledge,  and  might  have  probably  passed  unno- 
ticed if  it  hadn't  been  for  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Answer,  He  remarked  before  he  went  off,  "  Old  Tom  Nations  "  (it  is  his  granddaughter, 
and  the  hatred  between  him  and  the  Nations  was  intense) ''  says  it  is  his  granddaughter 
and  he  will  put  her  over  in  the  Vallaning  house,  and  just  as  sure  as  he  does,  it  shall  be 
burned  down,  and  he  fehall  never  know  who  done  it."  I  remarked  that  that  would  be  an 
inconvenient  place'  for  a  school,  I  thought.  Says  he,  "  Where  then  ?"  I  pointed  up, 
and  said,  ^'  Would  not  that  church  up  there  be  a  better  place  ?"  Says  he,  "  Let  her  go 
in  there."  Says  he,  "  The  damned  bitch  shan't  teach  in  the  county,  and  no  school  that 
Tom  Nations  gets  up  shall  be  taught,  or  any  other  damn  radical.  I  intend  to  burn 
them  all  out,  and  I  intend  that  that  house  shall  go  too,  church  or  any  other  house,  and 
they  will  never  know  who  did  it."  The*  school  opened  there  the  next  week  at  that 
house,  and  in  a  few  days  it  was  burned  down,  or  rather  a  few  nights,  for  it  was  burned 
down  in  the  night. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  school-houses  which  were  burned  in  that  county  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  up  here  Mr.  Thompson  had  a  school.  These  disguised  men  were 
complaining  very  much  about  ic.  I  have  seen  the  ashes,  and  I  saw  the  house  before  it 
was  burned. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  it  a  school  for  white  pupils? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  the  only  complaint  was  that  the  school  was  radical.  Mr. 
White,  the  county  superintendent,  came  to  me  to  see  if  I  could.give  him  any  assistance 
in  organizing  negro  schools  there ;  that  the  law  requires  that  it  should  be  impartially 
done.  There  was  this  difiiculty  about  it,  particularly  about  Blountsville :  that  white  men 
were  willing  to  undertake  it,  but  that  this  disguised  party  had  threatened  them,  and  they 
were  afraid  to  undertake  it,  for  fear  of  being  Ku-Kluxed,  and  they  didn't  know  what 
their  pay  might  be.    It  was  a  general  thing  over  the  county.    They  didn't  succeed. 

Question.  Did  not  establish  any  colored  schools  ? 

Ansiver.  I  will  not  be  positive,  but  I  think  he  did  succeed  in  getting  one  in  one  par- 
ticular neighborhood  where  these  troubles  didn't  exist ;  a-nd  that  is  the  only  one  I  have 
ever  heard  of  in  the  county. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  mentioned  two  school-houses  as  having  been  burued. 

Answer.  They  were  churches  instead  of  school-houses,  and  school  was  taught  in  them, 
amd  the  animosity  grew  out  of  the  intense  hatred  in  regard^to  both,  churches  and  schools, 
so  far  as  that  is  concerned. 

Question,  To  what  denomination  of  Christians  did  the  church  belong  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  house  was  built  and  occupied  and  controlled  by  what  is  called  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  Sometimes  called  the  Methodist  Church  North  ? 

Answei'.  Well,  we  don't  make  that  distinction  over  there.    We  call  it  the  Old  Church, 
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"wliicli  I  reckon  is  about  the  same  thing.  We  have  been  careful  to  call  it  Old  Church, 
because  we  want  this  North  and  South  to  die  out. 

Question.  How  many  other  churches  have  been  burned  ? 

Answer.  These  are  two  I  have  seen  ;  I  know  them  to  be  so.  Others  I  have  heard  of, 
but  being  no  public  man,  I  haven't  tried  to  get  facts  about  that. 

•Question.  How  many  others  have  you  heard  of  as  having  been  burned ;  I  mean  the 
number  generally  over  the  country  ? 

Answer.  There  are  not  many  others.  Wherever  there  has  been  one  that  has  not  shared 
the  same  fate  it  has  been  threatened. 

Question.  Were  any  threats  made  against  men  and  women  who  should  teach  colored 
schools  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  threats  ? 

Answe7\  If  you  call  it  threats,  it  was  just  this  :  that  they  had  to  take  a  hundred  lashes 
or  two  hundred  lashes,  all  pretty  severe,  or  if  that  wouldn't  do  they  would  have  to 
take  a  trip  over  the  moon.    That  was  the  amount  of  the  threats. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  such  threats  nlade  yourself? 

Ansiver.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Often  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  often,  for  this  reason :  that  I  don't  go  from  homo  much,  and  in  con- 
versation on  this  subject  in  crowds,  when  I  hear  it  commence,  I  retire.  The  informa- 
tion I  get  now  is  by  this  :  when  people  are  pushed  to  the  very  last  resort,  and  can  find 
no  shelter,  sometimes  they  come  to  me,  and  say  to  me,  "  Can  you  do  something  V  and 
for  the  last  two  years  I  have  told  them  we  had  better  try  to  be"  quiet  and  get  along  the 
best  we  can. 

Question.  Is  your  daughter  a  teacher  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  she  has  taught  in  Augusta,  Georgia,  and  Athens,  Georgia,  and  Jack- 
son, Tennessee. 

Question.  Has  any  school  of  your  daughter's  ever  been  broken  up,  or  has  she  been  pre- 
vented from  teaching  any  school  ? 

Answer.  Well,  Mr.  Pratt,  I  could  give  you  some  most  effective  evidence  of  the  kind 
you  would  want,  but  inasmuch  as  she  is  my  daughter,  and  I  intend  to  try  to  live  by 
my  own  efforts,  and  encourage  peace  and  harmony,  whenever  that  is  in  my  power,  and  I 
believe  that  is  her  home,  and  inasmuch,  as  she  has  been  able  to  stand  up  against  it  sin- 
gle-handed so  long,  if  you  will  let  my  daughter's  private  matters  go,  if  you  pleasej  I 
will  not  say  anything  about  them.  If  they  draw  this  into  it  or  get  so  low  they  can't 
do  without  it,  let  them  take  it  up  ;  but  if  she  has  by  her  prudence  and  discretion  waded 
through  these  things,  and  can  stand  up  without  it,  I  ask  if  the  committee  will  permit 
her  to  do  so.  I  am  not  afraid  for  her  to  come,  and  more  than  that,  if  you  want  her,  I 
will  bring  her  ;  but  I  think,  gentlemen,  you  will  not  require  it.  But  I  promise  yon 
she  shall  come,  and  more  than  that,  when  she  comes,  you  will  not  have  a  doubt  about 
anything  she  says. 

Question.  Have  you  any  objections  to  telling  the  committee  who  threatened  to  whip 
or  hang  any  one  who  would  teach  a  colored  school  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  in  that  shape.  I  don't  know  that.  You  see  the  teachers  were 
so  intimidated,  they  were  afraid  to  venture  into  it,  and  I  don't  think,  for  this  reason, 
there  is  any  particular  names,  it  is  so  well  understood. 

Question.  What  I  mean  to  inquire  is,  do  you  know  what  persons  made  these  threats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  are  they  ? 

Answer.  Well,  Lewis  Copeland  is  one  man  I  heard  make  it. 

Question.  Who  is  Lewis  Copeland  ? 

Ansiver.  He  is  Lewis  Copeland  ;  a  man  of  notoriety  over  there. 

Question.  A  man  of  property  and  influence  ? 

Answei\  He  has  a  certain  influence.  He  has  a  considerable  connection  right  in  the 
neighborhood.  He  can  control  things  in  the  neigbborhood,  right  there,  by  violence  or 
any  way.  I  heard  his  son  John  say  the  same  thing ;  and  I  heard  Judge  Moore  say  the 
same  thing ;  and  now,  if  you  want  names  of  that  sort,  I  think  very  probably  Mr.  White, 
the  superintendent,  can  give  you  plenty  of  them  and  a  great  deal  of  information  of 
the  sort,  because  I  told  Mr.  White  to  go  on  and  do  his  duty.  We  had  to  take  things  as 
they  came  against  us,  and  I  couldn't  do  anything  in  the  matter,  but  I  know  he  made 
complaint  and  came  to  me  more  than  once.  I  know,  in  conversations  with  people  from 
diflerent  parts  of  the  county,  they  told  mo  that  difficulty  prevailed  in  every  neighbor- 
hood but  one,  and  there  they  succeeded ;  but  they  were  uneasy  there,  in  the  strongest 
republican  neighborhood  in  the  county,  all  the  time,  for  fear  of  an  act  of  violence. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klnx  order  in  Blount  County  de- 
nied tintil  after  Congress  had  passed  the  law  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  a^t  ? 

Answer.  There  is  the  first  thing  where  I  was  ever  surprised  about  it.  A  republican 
came  and  commenced  conversation  in  the  road  in  my  presence  to  convince  some  of 
them  that  there  was  no  Kn-Klux  and  never  had  been  in  Alabama.    Well,  if  you  take 
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words  and  names  according  to  tlie  universal  nomenclature  of  things,  it  was  just  aa 
certain  as  anything  in  the  world  that  there  were  Ku-Klu'x  up  to  that  time,  and  I 
thought  for  a  man  of  good  sense  to  talk  that  way  looked  foolish.  He  talked  on  and 
pulled  out  a  paper  from  Aleck  Stephens  in  Georgia,  that  the  original  of  the  thing — the 
Ku-Klux — they  had  up  in  the  rebellion,  and  when  the  surrender  went,  that  was  sur- 
rendered too,  and  there  has  never  been  any  since.  That's  what  he  founded  it  upcfa. 
That  happened  lately.  I  began  to  notice  back,  and  as  far  as  I  could  see  into  it,  there 
Qeems  to  have  been  a  whisper  sent  out  from  headquarters,  "  Boys,  if  any  of  you  have 
paroles  from  Vicksburgh  or  Chattanooga,  before  you  go  into  this  fight  burn  them  up. 
It  is  all  understood ;  we  are  not  Ku-Klux  now.  They  may  put  us  on  oath,  and  maybe 
ask  you  if  you  see  any  Ku-Klux  ride,  and  then  it  was  not  Ku-Klax."  If  the  bill  of  in- 
dictment comes  for  Ku-Kluxing,  and  they  are  pushed  for  witnesses,  they  are  going  to 
dodge  it  in  that  w  ay. 

Question.  You  say  that  is  their  cue  since  the  Ku-Klux  bill  passed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  all  that  fixed  up.  I  know  that  is  the  case  in  Blountsville. 
I  don't  know  how  it  is  in  Madison. 

Question.  Does  the  organization,  no'  matter  by  what  name  it  is  known,  exist  as  much 
in  Blount  Countj^  as  before  the  Ku-Klux  bill  was  passed  ? 

Answer.  I  should  say,  if  anything,  it  is  a  little  stronger.  It  is  diflicult  to  say  pre- 
cisely, but  there  has  been  little  variation  in  it,  and  I  think  it  is  a  little  stronger. 

Question.  Do  they  still  continue  their  outrages  ? 

A7iswer.  As  late  as  last  spring  a  woman  was  whipped  in  the  night  and  ordered  off 
and  driven  off  from  the  county.  Two  or  three  days  before,  fourteen  or  fifteen  men  in 
disguise  went  there  and  shot  their  guns;  went  under  a  pretext  that  they  had  a  war- 
rant to  arrest  them  for  some  offense,  but  instead  of  arresting  them  peaceably  went 
there  and  o]3ened  their  guns  on  them. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Where  was  that  ? 

Anstver.  In  Blount  County. 

Question.  In  what  part,  what  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  About  three  miles  from  my  house. 

Question.  How  far  from  Blountsville  ? 

Ansiver.  It  is  about  eight  miles  by  the  road. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  that  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  say  killed.  I  say  they  shot  at  them  and  shot  holes  through  their 
clothes,  but  didn't  kill  anybody. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  f    That  is  the  question. 

Answer.  One  of  the  men  is  named  AUdredge  who  was  shot  at.  Another  was  named 
Dinsmore. 

Question.  What  is  AUdredge's  first  name  ? 

Answer.  Edward,  I  think. 

Question.  What  was  Dinsmore's  first  name  ? 

Answer.  Joseph  Dinsmore. 

Question.  Those  were  the  men  who  were  shot  at  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Now,  gentlemen,  let  me  end  up  that  matter  in  my  own  way.  I 
don't  say  whether  either  of  them  are  of  good  character  or  of  bad  character,  or  any- 
tliing  of  the  sort,  because  I  don't  know ;  but  I  say  these  things  occurred  in  the  neigh- 
borhood where  peace,  law,  and  order  ought  to  have  prevailed  among  these  men,  and  the 
names,  I  expect,  of  every  one  that  was  engaged  can  be  got  very  easily.  What  it  was 
about  I  don't  know.  I  learned  that  the  pretext  for  coming  upon  them  was  this,  that 
they  had  a  warrant  to  arrest  these  two  men,  and  when  they  hunted  them  up,  they  hap- 
pened to  find  them  there  at  that  house,  and  when  they  found  them  there,  and  shot  at 
them  and  didn't  get  them,  they  became  greatly  enraged,  and  swore  that  if  that  woman 
4idn't  bring  them  up  she  should  leave,  and  at  the  time  to  bring  them  up  they  didn't 
Qome,  and  they  went  and  Ku-Kluxed  her  and  gave  her  fifty  lashes  and  made  her  leave, 
and  she  had  to  leave  pretty  much  everything  she  had ;  her  dependence  for  a  living. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  recoUect  any  other  instances  of  violations  of  law  by  men  banded  to- 
gether since  last  spring  ? 

Answer.  There  is  an  old  ms^n  here  now  by  the  name^f  Horton.  I  haven't  spoken  to 
Jiim  about  it. 

Question.  We  have  heard  his  case  and  you  need  not  state  that. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  One  of  his  sons  is  dead  now,  that  they  called  upon  some  five  or 
six  months  ago  in  the  night.  A  man  that  lives  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
house  told  me  that  it  was  the  cause.  They  beat  him  so  ho  took  sick  and  died.  He  died 
witliin  four  or  five  days  after  they  beat  him.  They  took  hitn  out  of  his  bed  in  the 
night,  and  they  would  make  a  mark  forty  or  fifty  yards  off,  and  would  lay  hickories  to 
|iim  as  he  started.    They  had  a  mark  for  him  to  put  his  toe  on  when  he  jumped  in  the 
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dark  night.  They  had  another  mark  that  he  had  to  jump  over,  and  they  gave  him 
five  for  not  coming  up  to  this  mark,  and  gave  him  five  for  not  jumping  over  that,  and 
they  kept  straining  him  that  way  and  whipping  him  until  they  gave  him  two  hiindred 
lashes,  exercising  him  in  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Anstver.  James  Horton. 

Question.  A  son  of  this  man  who  has  heen  in  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  This  old  manl  don't  reckon  knows  it.  He  was  gone ;  they  had  run 
him  off  when  that  happened ;  he  only  came  back  six  weeks  ago  or  such  a  matter,  and 
they  have  now  served  notice  on  him  to  leave  again. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  alleged  against  this  Mr.  Horton  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  cause  alleged  at  all.  This  Mr.  Billingsly,  I  asked  him, 
^'  I  suppose  Jim  died  f '  He  said, ''  Yes."  Says  I, ''  I  am  sorry  to  hear  it.''  Said  he,  ''  If 
you  had  seen  what  I  did  you  would  have  heen  glad  of  it."  "^'  Why  ?"  says  I.  Says  he, 
*'  I  would  rather  he  dead  all  the  time  than  treated  as  he  was."  Says  he,  "  These  Ku-Klux 
went  on  him  and  took  him  out,  and  how  would  you  like  to  he  jerked  out  of  bed  at 
night  and  worked  the  way  he  was  ?  a  gang  of  men  with  hickories  and  clubs  to  mark 
off  a  place  and  stand  on  each  side  so  you  couldn't  dodge  and  had  to  go  full  split,  and 
had  to  just  toe  the  mark  exactly  here,  and  just  jump  the  mark  there,  and  they  kept 
you  on  in  that  way  until  you  couldn't  jump,  and  when  they  had  exhausted  you  in  that 
way,  just  take  you  up  and  give  you  a  hundred  lashes  and  order  you  to  bed  again. 
Could  you  stand  that,  sir  f  Mr.  Billingsly*  said  that  was  the  cause.  I  have  frequently 
heard  them  say  there — there's  a  preacher  they  had  employed,  a  man  of  some  note,  named 
Lakin 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Tell  the  committee  all  you  know  about  Mr.  Lakin. 

Answer.  The  most  I  k«iow  about  him  is  this :  That,  when  he  came  into  this  country,  he 
si^oke  about  what  his  business  was,  and  that,  according  to  the  instructions  given  him 
by  the  conference  and  the  duty  he  was  sent  out  on,  he -wanted  to  disseminate  the 
Gospel,  and  to  know  whether  I  thought  it  would  be  agreeable  for  him  to  come  over 
there  into  my  country.  I  told  him  I  would  like  to  see  him  over  there.  An  appoint- 
ment was  made  for  him.  That  was  his  first  visit;  and  before  he  ejver  got  up  into  the 
pulpit  to  preach,  I  heard  the  probate  judge  call  him  '^a  damned  political  preacher." 
He  has  been  a  political  preacher  ever  since  by  name,  reported  as  that,  and  persecuted 
as  that.  There  is  a  lawyer  living  over  there,  belonging  to  some  shebang,  that  has  got  two 
wives,  I  know,  and  I  don't  know  ho\l  many  more.  He  wrote  over  a  fictitious  signa- 
ture, and  had  it  published  in  a  little  paper  over  there  called  The  Independent,  signed 
"  Beeswax,"  (Gibson  showed  it  to  people  there  before  he  sent  it,  so  they  knew  what 
was  to  come  out,)  accusing  Lakin  of  being  a  political  preacher,  and  a  radical,  and 
sleeping  with  negroes,  and  all  that— a  mighty  low-down  thing.  Well,  we  didn't  take 
any  notice  of  that.  When  they  talked  about  it,  I  told  them  to  hush.  I  said,  if  a  man 
had  God  Almighty  to  protect  him  and  couldn't  live  over  that,  he  might  sink.  Gibson 
had  already  two  wives  in  the  country ;  and,  what  do  you  think,  if  they  didn't  catcl^ 
him  in  bed  with  a  negro  woman  in  about  two  mouths  after  that,  hugging  and  kissing 
her !  He  packed  out,  and  about  the  balance  it's  not  worth  while  to  teM.  They  turned 
him  out  of  the  church,  and  I  think  the  reason  they  did  it  was  because  the  case  wa6 
so  plain  they  had  to  in  order  to  keep  up  appearances.*  Gibson  was  a  very  respectable 
man,  and  never  had  been  offensive  to  society  there ;  but  this  man  Lakin  is  a  very 
offensive  man  there. 

Qwesiion.  What  was  the  reason  he  was  odious? 

Answer.  Just  because I  can't  tell  that  now.    I  have  a  notion  about  it.    I  will  say 

this  about  Mr.  Lakin :  From  the  acquaintance  I  have  with  him — and  I  have  knov^n 
him  for  some  time;  our  intercourse  has  been  of  an  intimate,  character — I  have  ever 
regarded  him  as  a  gentleman  and  a  Christian,  and  not  only  a  gentleman  and  a  Chris- 
tian, but  a  very  energetic  man ;  and  I  am  willing  to  stake  as  much  on  that  as  any- 
thing else ;  that  I  defy  any  man  living,  since  my  acquaintance  with  him,  to  point  to 
one  spot  on  him  now,  sir,  as  to  his  moral  character.  But  I  have  not  been  with  him. 
The  most  of  his  labor  has  been  out  of  my  presence ;  but  from  all  I  have  seen  of  him 
and  gathered  of  him,  I  have  this  confidence  in  him.  About  sleeping  with  negroes,  I 
know  that's  a  lie. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  ifi  the  charge  they  made  against  him  of  being  a  politi- 
cal preacher ;  was  there  any  foundation  for  it  ? 

Answer.  I  have  conversed  with  him  about  that  matter,  and  I  have  frequently  heard 
it  spoken  of.    When  he  preached  they  had  that  I  told  you  of. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Where? 

Ansiver.  In  the  court-house  at  Blouutsville.  Before  he  had  gone  into  the  court-house 
to  preach,  there  was  ahout  a  hundred  men  just  across  the  street,  not  as  far  as  it  is  across 
yonder,  to  that  side  of  the  street,  not  more  than  half  as  far;  two  hundred  men  were  there, 
at  a  grocery  at  the  hack  door,  and  had  been  drinking  and  disorderly,  and  the  probate 
judge  called  him  a  damned  political  preacher. 

Question.  Judge  Moore? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  abqut  two  hundred  more  on  the  other  corner  pretended  to  got 
up  a  singing-school,  and  I  reckon  you  could  have  heard  them  three  miles  while  he  was 
preaching ;  and  then,  while  he  was  preaching,  two  dozen  young  fellows  would  come  in 
pushing  one  another,  and  stand  around  and  look,  and  walk  right  out  before  him,  and 
conduct  themselves  in  that  way.  They  got  out  the  tale  about  his  being  a  political 
preacher.  I  happeud  to  think  about  it  and  asked  him  once  if  had  been  such  a  thing. 
He  says,  "  No."  I  says,  '^  What  did  it  start  from,  then  ?"  Said  he,  ^'  Did  you  hear  the 
remarks  that  I  made  at  Blouutsville  ?"  I  told  him  "  I  did."  His  remarks  were  these :  '^  I 
have  come  here  to  preach  among  you.  I  come  to  do  no  harm.  I  come  to  try  to  do 
good.  Inasmuch  as  that  is  our  object,  I  now  open  the  door  to  receive  members  into 
the  church.  'But,  before  any  person  comes  forward,  I  wish  it  understood  that  we  have 
no  Methodist  Church  South;  no  Methodist  Church  North;  no  Baptist  Church  North; 
no  Baptist  Church  South.  It  is  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States. 
Now,  if  there  is  any  person  who  is  a  secessionist,  or  in  any  vray  inimical  in  his  feelings 
toward  the  United  States  Government,  he  ought  not  to  join  this  church.  I  only  re- 
mark that  for  fear  some  person  mif^ht  ignorantly  become  entangled.  We  hold  that 
every  man  that  is  a  good  member  of  the  church  ought  to  be  loyal  to  the  Government  of 
his  country.  As  for  politics,  that  is  not  my  Easiness  ;  and  if  ever  you  hear  of  a  preacher 
in  my  church  meddJing  in  politics  in  a  public  crowd  anywhere  let  me  know  it,  and  I 
will  silence  him.'^  That  was  after  he  finished  his  discourse.  He  said  he  had  never 
alluded  to  it  in  a  sermon  in  his  life.  He  said  that  was  his  charge  from  the  conference 
when  they  sent  him,  to  let  the  people  know  in  a  good,  friendly  way,  that  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  object  to  receiving  people  into  membership  who  are  not  loyal 
to  the  country.  That  was  his  duty.  Outside  of  that  I  know  of  nothing  concerning  his 
being  a  political  i^reacher. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  at  a  meeting  when  an  effort  was  made  to  assassinate  Mr. 
Lakin? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  don't  know  whether  I  can  say  about  the  assassination  or  not.  I 
know  I  was  at  a  meeting,  a'nd  I  was  certain  that  there  was  something  of  an  unfriendly 
character  at  work. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  the  facts. 

Answer.  I  gave  him  an  opinion  about  it,  to  be  on  his  guard. 

Question.  What  meeting  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  at  a  place  called  Gum  Grove,  in  Blount  County. 

Question.  Was  it  a  camp-meeting  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  fall. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  he  preach  in  the  day-time  ? 

Ans2ver.  Yes,  sir.  His  subject — I  forget  the  passage  of  scripture  that  was  his  text, 
but  the  subject  was  baptism ;  and  in  taking  it  up  he  went  back  to  the  covenant  of  God 
with  Abraham,  of  circumcision  as  an  initiatory  ordinance,  and  went  on  until  the  Chris- 
tian advent  came  in,  and  baptism  was  introduced  and  the  circumcision  abolished ;  and 
he  spoke  of  the  atonement  being  universal ;  that  the  atonement  of  Christ  might  coyer 
the  whole  wound.  But  before  he  did  that  he  said,  '^  My  brethren,  I  am  called  a  Yan- 
kee and  a  Methodist,  but  don't  be  afraid  of  my  taking  offense.  I  am  frail  like  other 
men ;  I  might  leave  out  something  that  would  be  important  for  a  clear  understanding, 
and  so  far  as  you  think  I  have  not  done  my  duty  I  am  willing  to  do  all  .the  good  I  can, 
and  you  are  at  libert}^  to  ask  me  any  question  you  please."  So,  as  he  paused,  an  old 
fellow,  sitting  off',  looked  up  and  said,  "  I  would  like  you  to  explain  to  this  congrega- 
tion how  you  would  circumcise  a  woman."  Lakin  says,  "  What  did  you  say  ?  "  The 
old  fellow  asked,  ^'How  would  you  circumcise  a  woman  ?"  Lakin  said,  ''  Well,  sir,  if 
you  have  lived  to  be  sixty  years  old  or  upward,  and  never  knew  that  the  promise  of 
God  applied  to  both  female  and  male  alike,  I  don't  want  to  undertake  to  enlighten  you." 
That  was  an  offense — one  of  the  greatest  offenses — that  could  have  been  done.  At  that 
camp-meeting,  on  account  of  this  other  thing  I  am  going  to  tell  you  about,  I  advised 
him  not  to  show  himself  after  dark. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  What  time  of  day  was  it  when  he  preached  this  sermon  ? 
A7tswer.  Eleven  o'clock.    After  dark  came  he  managed  to  get  around  to  his  bed  and 
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went  to  bed.    I  didn^t  suppose  any  of  the  people  knew  it.    As  soon  as  after  dark,  in 
came  this  hand. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Of  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  don't  know ;  it  was  the  hand  that  attacked  him.  A  lady  told  me 
a  man  came  up  and  pushed  over  her  shoulder,  and  like  to  have  pressed  her  off  her  seat, 
and  he  got  up  to  the  altar.  He  was  leaning  over  and  up,  and  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand 
as  he  was  leaning  over,  and  another  pistol  stuck  out  of  his  pocket,  and  she  could  smell 
the  whisky  about  him  ;  and  he  staid  over  there  looking  for  Lakin,  and  another  came  up 
and  pulled  him  and  said,  ^'  Is  old  Lakin  over  there ;  G — d  d — n  him,  where  is  he  ?"  and 
she  said,  as  they  stood  back  in  a  moment  a  gun  was  iired,  and  in  about  a  second  or  two 
another  was  fired  at  different  places  along  as  signals.  "Well,  a  general  excitement 
sprung  up  then,  and  a  man  there,  I  think  his  name  was  Roden,  who  lives  over  in  Mor- 
gan County,  became  uneasy  about  his  family.  He  nnderstood  that  George  Shelton 
brought  the  crowd  there.  He  went  to  Shelton,  and  told  Shelton  what  he  thought,  and 
asked  him  to  take  them  off,  and  Shelton  told  him  if  he  requested  it  he  would  do  it. 
Shelton  rode  away.  The  signal  was  given  by  firing  guns.  Some  put  the  number  of 
guns  as  high  as  lifty,  but  it  is  very  uncertain  about  the  number.  I  don't  see  how  a 
man  could  tell ;  you  might  nnder  some  circumstances,  but  any  man  knows  that  has 
been  used  to  liring  of  guns,  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  count  them  in  the  dark  as  they 
go  off  altogether ;  and  a  considerable  crowd  went  off'  with  them. 

Question.  Mr.  Lakin  was  not  on  the  ground  that  night  ? 

Ansiver.  In  feis  bed. 

Question.  On  the  ground  ? 

Answe)\  About  two  hundred  yards  from  where  they  were.  No  person  all  night  knew 
where  he  was. 

Question.  Were  you  upon  the  camp-ground  at  the  time  of  this  monstrous  birth  of 
Mrs.  Horton  was  exhibited  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  child  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  anything  unusual  in  its  appearance  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did,. sir. 

Question.  Will  you  describe  to  the  committee  how  the  child  was  marked,  as  near  as 
you  can  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  go  into  anything  like  an  examinaltion  of  it.  It  was  just  as  plain  as 
that  window  that  there  was  something  wrong.  The  family  were  greatly  distressed 
abont  it,  and  I  expect  I  am  the  first  one  they  came  to  about  it.  The  grandmother  of 
the  child  insisted  npon  it  that  it  should  be  brought  there.  They  wanted  me  to  see  it. 
I  didn't  wish  it.  The  thing  was  done,  and  I  didn't  wish  to  be  troubled  with  it.  I  saw 
it  plainly  j  there  was  nothing  right  about  it  as  a  natural  form.  I  expect  everybody  on 
the  ground  saw  it  j  if  they  didn't,  it  was  their  own  fault.  The  people  generally  went 
and  looked  at  it  and  examined  it. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  anything  in  the  child  bearing  the  similitude  of  the  Ku- 
Klux? 

Ansiver.  As  I  told  you,  I  didn't  make  any  examination  with  regard  to  that.  There 
are  so  many  ways  for  things  of  that  sort  to  be  brought  about  on  pregnant  Avomau,  and 
as  it  was  preaching  time;  and  if  I  am  at  preaching  I  don't  talk  about  politics  or  the 
practice  of  medicine,  but  listen  to  the  preaching  and  go  home ;  and  the  course  of  pro- 
ceeding was  to  make  it  as  quiet  as  possible  and  let  the  preaching  go  on.  I  didn't  want 
to  meddle  with  anything  outside.  After  it  was  done  I  asked  the  father  of  the  child- if 
she  had  ever  been  whipped  or  abused  by  the  Ku-Klnx  in  any  Avay.  He  said  no.  I 
asked  him  if  they  had  ever  frightened  her.  He  said  he  didn't  know  that  they  had,  but 
they  had  been  some  half  a  dozen  times  to  his  house  of  nights  while  she  was  there,  and 
scarcely  a  night  passed,  after  they  were  there  the  first  time,  but  whenever  she  got  to  sleep 
all  through  the  night  she  was  screaming  and  scuffling  to  keep  them  off  of  him,  and 
thinking  she  was  in  the  house  with  her  father,  and  the  Ku-Klux  were  after  him.  She 
was  that  way  not  in  the  day,  but  in  the  night.  He  thinks  every  night  she  was  troubled 
about  it  in  the  course  of  the  night.  1  don't  know  which  looked  the  worst,  a  Ku-Klux 
fifty  j^ards  off  by  moonshine,  or  that  child  in  the  coffin  in  the  fix  it  was  in. 

Question.  Did  it  give  particular  offense  to  the  Ku-Klux  through  that  part  of  the 
country  that  there  had  been  a  child  born  said  to  be  marked  with  the  Ku-Klux  disguise? 

Answer.  There  is  a  doctor  there,  and  a  Methodist  preacher — that  is  the  Methodist 
preacher  South — as  I  understand,  told  them  that  that  had  to  be  fixed  up,  and  called  him 
in  for  a  post-mortem  examination,  to  fix  it  up  and  i^ubhsh  it  in  the  papers  that  it 
was^U  right,  all  straight,  nothitig  wrong  about  it.    The  preacher  is  over  there  yet. 

Question.  My  question  is  whether  members  of  this  Ku-Klux  order  seemed  to  be  dis- 
turbed at  the  birth  of  this  child  with  the  singular  marks  on  it. 

Answer.  The  most  I  discovered  to  testify  that,  was  that  they  said  the  child  was  bom 
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all  right,  and  that  it  was  a  lie  raised  against  the  Ku-Klux  fraternity.    That  was  all  the 
disturbance  I  heard. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  they  not  go  and  whip  the  father  of  the  child  after  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  on  the  night  when  I  saw  them.  They  passed  my  house  -^ice^that 
night  when  they  whipped  him. 

Question.  Was  this  child's  coffin  hrought  on  the  camp-ground  ? 

Answer'.  Yes,  sir ;  and  set  where  everyhody  could  see  it.  It  was  all  carried  on  the 
very  top  wave. 

Question.  How  far  did  the  parents  of  the  child  live  from  the  camp-ground  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  a  mile  and  a  half  or  three-quarters.  All  the  connection  except 
him  and  her  were  there.    Pier  state  prevented  her  from  heing  there. 

Question.  The  child  was  born  dead  ? 

A^isiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  on  what  day  or  night  ? 

Answer.  It  Avas  the  Saturday,  I  think,  that  the  child  was  born.  It  was  carried  to  the 
camp-ground  Sunday. 

Question.  When  was  it  buried  ? 

Atiswer.  I  think  it  was  fixed  up  that  they  were  ready  to  bury  it  then,  but  they  carried 
it  around  to  the  camp-ground  beforehand  for  the  people  to  see  it. 

Question.  And  buried  it  the  same  day? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Here  is  a  thing  that  might  be  brought  up — that  it  might  be 
thought  to  be  exhibited  for  effect ;  but  it  was  not  so.  The  child's  grandmother,  an  old 
woman,  was  sometimes  childish,  and,  owing  to  the  circumstances,  it  was  not  convenient 
for  her  to  go  there.  This  first  one  was  the  j^oung  man's  mother,  and  this  other,  she  was 
at  the  camp-ground,  and  they  thought  that,  to  let  the  whole  family  see  it,  it  should  be 
brought  up  there,  and  they  brought  it. 

Question.  And  then  carried  to  the  grave  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  when  it  came  there,  they  thought  everybody  could  have  their 
curiosity  gratified,  and  of  course  everybody,  or  almost  everybody,  could  get  to  see  it. 
It  was  not  with  the  object  of  making  a  talk  at  all,  although  it  was  generally  taken 
notice  of. 

Question.  Was  this  camp-ground  near  Summit  ? 

Answer.  It  was  some  three  miles  and  a  half  from  there,  I  reckon. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  I  wish  to  ask  you  whether  the  laws  are  efficiently  enforced  at  this  time  in 
Blount  County,  and  whether  men  are  protected  in  their  lives  and  property  there  ? 
Answer.  I  am  satisfied  they  are  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  This  firing  on  the  camp-ground  was  done  at  night,  was  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  suppose  they  commonly  commenced  preaching  about  candle-light, 
and  it  was  half  an  hour  after  preaching  was  over. 

Question.  There  was  no  appearance  of  the  Ku-Klux  there  during  the  day,  was  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  never  saw  them  during  the  day  that  I  know  of,  there  or  any- 
where else. 

Question.  No  disturbance  during  the  day  ? 

Answer.  Except  what  I  told  about— the  interruption  about  circumcision,  you  know. 

Question.  You  have  told  the  committee  that  you  were  indicted  for  an  attempt  to  kill 
somebody ;  were  you  indicted  for  any  other  crime  ? 

Answer.  Not  since  that. 

Question.  Not  since  that  ? 

Answer.  Not  since  the  surrender ;  I  will  go  back  of  the  surrender. 

QiiesUon.  Prior  to  the  surrender  were  you  indicted  for  anything  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  frequently  j  I  have  been  indicted  often. 

Question.  What  for  ? 

Answer.  For  almost  every  crime  you  can  muster  up.  If  it  is  important,  I  will  get 
copies  of  the  bills  of  indictment  and  send  them  to  you  to  see.  It  has  been  so  long 
back,  twenty  years.  There  is  just  this  thing :  there  is  a  certain  party  over  there  that 
want  to  rule  the  county  and  rule  the  world,  and  any  man  that  is  in  the  way  of  them 
has  to  stand  the  storm.  I  had  a  way  of  just  having  my  own  Opinion  and  feelings  as  a 
freeman,  and  they  concluded  that  they  would  learn  me  better,  I  suppose,  and.  for  a 
long  time  bills  of  indictment  came  against  me,  and  I  finally  learned  that  I  had  better 
keep  out  of  company  pretty  much.  I  did  so,  and  I  thought  I  was  safe ;  and  when  they 
persuaded  me  to  come  into  this  political  matter,  I  told  them  when  it  began  I  was 
going  to  catch  it,  and  sure  enough  I  did.  By  the  time  they  found  an  indictment — 
court  is  only  held  once  a  year — after  they  had  a  trial  I  fixed  and  staid  out.  If  I 
would  go  again,  I  would  find  four  or  five  bills  of  indictment  for  stealing  hogs,  or  murder^ 
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or  anytMng  else.  Whenever  I  have  mingled  in  society  there  where  they  could  see  me, 
bills  of  indictment  came  against  me;  when  I  staid  at  home  I  kept  clear  of  them; 
but  I  don't  think  any  intelligent,  high-minded  man  can  go  there  and  participate  as  a 
citizen  in  the  intercourse  of  the  country;  if  a  high-minded,  honorable  man,  I  think  he 
will  catch  it.    They  will  accuse  him  of  negro  equality  and  everything  else  offensive. 

Question.  You  think  it  is  a  great  crime  over  there  to  be  intelligent  and  high-minded  ? 

Answer.  You  go  and  try  to  get  them  to  vote  for  a  negro,  or  for  a  negro  to  hold  office,  or 
to  educate  a  negro,  and  you  will  see  how  it  is. 

Question.  Did  they  indict  you  for  hog-stealing  because  you  wanted  to  educate  the 
negroes  and  have  tliem  vote  ? 

Answer.  These  old  indictments — for  about  eleven  years  before  the  war  they  had  no 
chance  to  indict  me,  because  I  staid  away  from  the  public  meetings.  One  objection  I 
had  when  they  pressed  me  to  canvass  the  county  was,  it  would  be  inevitable  that  I 
would  be  returned  to  court  and  they  would  drag  me  about ;  but  they  prevailed  upon 
me,  and  sure  enough  the  next  court  they  indicted  me  for  trying  to  kill  a  mac,  and  by 
the  time  they  brought  that  to  trial  the  excitement  was  over,  the  cacaj^siagTa  was  over, 
and  I  have  not  been  participating  since. 

Question.  When  were  you  indicted  for  hog-stealing  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  away  back,  years  ;  I  reckon  in  fifty-one  or  two. 

Question.  Were  you  tried  on  that  indictment  ? 

Answer.  Tried  on  every  one  they  ever  found,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  indictments  were  found  against  you? 

Ansiver.  I  can't  tell  you — numerous.  I  have  never  employed  any  counsel  or  made 
any  defense.  They  call  them  up  in  court,  and  I  appear,  and  theii  witnesses  invariably 
swear.  I  never  had  a  witness  summoned  to  clear  me  in  any  of  them.  The  bills  of  in- 
dictment can  be  got  there  if  they  are  not  destroyed. 

Question.  Were  you  indicted  for  obtaining  money  under  false  pretenses  from  General 
Burke  ? 

Answer.  I  forget  now.  I  don't  reckon  I  was,  because  there  has  never  been  but  one 
indictment  since  the  surrrender— that  is  the  one  I  told  you  about — and  I  never  knew 
General  Burke  until  during  the  war. 

Question.  Did  you  obtain  money  from  him  ? 

Ansiver.  There  has  been  some  transactions  between  General  Burke  and  myself,  not  very- 
important  anyway ;  but  I  will  promise  you  this,  that,  if  I  ever  obtained  any  from  him, 
it  was  not  under  false  pretenses.    If  it  was,  I  am  responsible  for  it. 

Question.  Did  you  obtain  money  from  him  ? 

Answer.  If  you  want  an  exact  answer Is  General  Burke  in  town  ? 

Question.  I  do  not  know.  I  suppose  you  know  whether  you  obtained  money  from 
him  or  not  ? 

Answer.  Well,  when  you  first  asked  that  question  I  began  to  smell  something  ;  now 
I  just  prefer,  as  it  is  started  here,  to  clear  it  up.  I  say,  if  I  did  it  under  false  pre- 
tenses, I  consider  that  a  very  high  crime,  sir,  if  it  was  only  one  cent,  and  I  ought  to  be 
punished  for  it.  I  ought  to  be  exposed  for  it,  if  I  am  that  kind  of  a  man.  If  there  is 
any  little  thing  between  General  Burke  and  myself,  Genera^  Burke  has  never  apprised 
me  of  it.    I  never  heard  of  an  intimation  of  it  until  now. 

Question.  Will  you  answer  the  question  ?    Did  you  obtain  money  from  him  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  very  probable  I  did. 

Question.  State  the  particulars  of  the  transaction. 

Ansiver.  I  will  state  it  with  an  if,  and,  if  you  are  not  satisfied,  you  can  then  ask 
another  question.  If  I  remember.  Judge  Humphries,  now  at  Washington  City,  wanted 
me  to  remain  here  a  little  longer.  I  told  him  I  was  about  out  of  money.  He  said, 
^'  You  go  to  Nick  Davis."  I  went  to  Nick  Davis.  Nick  said,  "  How  much  do  you  want  ?" 
I  told  him,  '^  Not  much.  Can  I  get  what  I  want  f  He  asked  me  if  $15  would  be  enough. 
I  said,  '^  Yes ;  only  to  pay  my  bill  out  of  town."  Says  he,  ''  You  can  get  fifteen  hun- 
dred, if  you  want  it."  He  was  a  little  in  liquor,  I  thought,  at  the  time.  We  met  here 
on  the  street  up  here  at  the  southeast  corner.  He  say^,  "  You  go  to  Burke  :  "  and  be- 
fore we  separated,  Burke  came  up,  and  he  says,  ''  Burke,  take  care  of  this  man.  I  have 
to  go  off.  Do  what  he  wants."  I  think  I  got  three,  or  four,  or -five  dollars  from  Mr. 
Burke,  with  the  understanding,  as  I  thought  at  the  time,  that  Davis  would  attend  to 
it,  and  it  rather  struck  me  that  since  there  has  bg»en  something  said  somehow  about 
that  matter,*that  it  don't  seem  to  be  understood  the  way  I  understood  it  at  the  time  it 
passed.  In  fact,  I  know  I  did  get  some  money  of  Burke,  and  it  was  under  these  eir- 
curastances  and  just  about  that  amount.    That  is  all  I  can  recollect  distinctly  about  it. 

Question.  Under  the  indictment  which  was  found  against  you,  did  you  get  a  continu- 
ance in  court  in  Blount  County,  upon  your  own  affidavit  that  Mr.  Davis  was  your 
attorney  ? 

Amiver.  As  well  as  my  recollection  serves  me,  sir,  I  don't  remember  that  I  ever 
asked  for  but  one  continuance  in  my  life,  and  that  was  just  to  go  out  to  eat  dinner 
in  one  case,  if  I  recollect  aright.    I  have  always  been  ready  for  trial. 

Questioti.  I  ask  you  distinctly  if  you  did  not  swear  in  court,  in  8uppax;t  of  a  -motion 
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for  a  continuance,  alleging  that  Mr.  Davis  was  your  attorney  when  that  was  not  the 
fact,  and  when  you  knew  he  was  not  your  attorney  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  am  in  hopes  you  will  withdraw  that  thing ;  really  I  am  in  hopes 
you  will. 

Question.  Speak  louder,  so  we  can  hear  you. 

Answer.  If  you  believe  I  would  be  guilty  of  such  a  thing  as  that,  I  am  in  hopes  you 
wouldn't  think  my  evidence  of  sufficient  importance  to  trouble  the  court  or  anybody 
else  about  it.  t  didn't  do  it.  I  never  did  in  my  life.  When  I  have  business  to  do,  if  I 
am  not  ready,  I  stand  square  up  and  make  it  known;  I  don't  dodge ;  and  I  was  in 
hopes  that  General  Burke  and  Mr.  Davis  were  too  high-toned  gentlemen,  and  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances,  that  I  was  engaged  in  the  republican  cause,  and  off  from 
home,  and  I  am  no  office-seeker — I  never  had  an  office  under  the  Government  before 
or  since  the  war — that  just  for  the  sake  of  three  or  four  or  five  dollars,  I  would  rather 
give  a  ^gentleman  three  or  four  or  five  hundred  dollars  ;  I  have  that  feeling  for  as  little 
a  thing  as  that ;  and  for  them  to  pick  it  up  and  bring  it  here  on  an  occasion  like  this, 
when  the  happiness  of  the  community  is  at  stake,  I  think  it  is  showing  rather  disrespect 
to  the  cause  of  morality  and  patriotism.  If  my  body  is  not  Avorth  it,  I  might  raise  the 
moDey,  Mr.  Blair.  I  think  the  clothes  I  have  on  my  back,  and  what  I  have  in  my  car- 
pet-bag, will  pay  it,  and  I  think  I  have  friends  enough  to  pay  the  costs,  and  if  I  have 
been  guilty  of  anything  uugentlemanly  or  rogueish,  or  anything  of  the  sort,  here  I  am, 
sir.  I  want  a  government ;  one  thing  I  labor  for  is  a  government  to  deal  upon  the 
evidence  of  honest  men,  upon  truth  and  justice.  I  don't  want  to  be  concerned  in  it. 
If  I  had  not  regarded  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  Davis  as  gentlemen,  I  never  would  have 
taken  a  cent  from  them,  or  asked  them  for  it,  and  if  they  didn't  regard  me  as  one  they 
ought  not  to  liave  done  it ;  and  if  they  regarded  me  as  one  and  had  lost  confidence  in 
me,  they  ought  to  have  told  me  so  to  my  face,  and  not  brought  it  up  in  this  way 
among  strangers,  when  I.  had  been  good  enough  to  befriend  them  as  gentlemen. 

Question.  You  thought  you  befriended  them  in  taking  their  money  under  these  cir- 
cumstances ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  as  for  taking  their  money.  I  think  I  befriended  them  in  this  : 
When  I  got  on  my  horse,  swam  creeks,  and  rode  clay  and  night,  and  went  on  without 
any  expectation  or  wish  ever  to  obtain  an  office,  knowing  that  they  were  both  office- 
seekers  at  the  same  time,  and  I  used  all  the  influence  and  industry  I  could  honorably  do 
to  help  them  build  up  the  republican  party  here,  and  take  care  of  the  government  at 
my  own  expense,  without  any  further  reward  than  protection  from  the  government 
and  restoration  of  order  in  the  country,  and  considered  it  an  act  of  friendship  for  them. 
As  for  money,  what  little  I  wanted  to  pay  my  bill,  after  I  had  overstaid  my  time — 
the  little  change — I  thought  that  came  in  as  a  thing  arranged  for  the  convenience  of 
the  party ;  not  a  personal  matter  between  two  individuals  or  three,  and  now,  as  I  told 
you,  I  have  heard  something  about  this  once  since.  My  recollection  was  that  there 
was  a  misunderstanding  about  it,  and  I  have  told  you  all  I  know  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 

Question.  Mr.  Burke  was  a  candidate  for  Congress,  was  he  not,  about  that  time  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  democratic  party  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  I  wasn't  working  for  him.  I  understood  them  to  volunteer  to  pay 
my  expenses,  and  offer  me  further  pay  if  I  would  require  it ;  but  I  was  above  working 
for  money,  and  at  the  same  time  I  was  above  putting  up  my  horse  and  going  off  with- 
out paying  my  bill,  and  before  it  came  to  that,  I  mentioned  it,  and  I  understood  them 
to  propose  to  pay  it.  I  got  a  little  change  to  finish  out  the  bill  under  those  circum- 
stances. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Colonel  Burke  was  the  democratic  candi- 
date? 
Ansiver.  I  reckon  not.    If  he  had  been  he  wouldn't  have  been  intimate  with  me. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  I  meant  to  ask  if  he  was  the  democratic  or  republican  candidate  ? 
An8ivei\  I  understood  Mr.  Burke  to  be  the  republican  candidate. 

By  Mr.  Blair  ; 

Question.  For  Congress  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  That  is,  they  were  candidates  before  the  convention  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  tell  you  all  I  know  about  it.  There  was  a  confusion  got  up 
!iere,  and  I  think  hard  feelings  between  General  Callis  and  General  Burke.    I  hated  to 
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see  that,  and  shunned  it  on  every  occasion,  and  I  thought  from  what  I  heard  at  the 
time  that  General  Burke  judged  me  to  he  taking  part  against  him,  hut  he  was  mis- 
taken. I  never  did  it ;  hut  I  think  that  some  person  mischievously  made  him  helieve 
that  I  was  co-operating  with  General  Callis  against  him.  I  don't  know  that  he  thought 
so,  hut  I  think  that  he  did.  'Both  of  them  %vere  on  the  repuhlican  ticket. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Were  you  a  witness  here  in  the  contested  election  case  in  Judge  Busteed's 
court  ? 

Answer.  I  was,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  case  ? 

Answer.  It  was  between  Hines  and  Sherrod,  in  Judge  Busteed's  court — right  up 
here. 

Question.  Did  you  testify  in  that  case  ? 

Ansiver.  If  I  did,  I  didn't  testify  to  anything. 

Question.  You  didn't  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  a  witness  called  uj)on,  hut  I  didn't  testify  to  anything. 

Question.  Were  you  not  called  on  the  stand  ^^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  didn't  testify  to  anything  ? 
.   Ansiver.  I  think  as  many  as  three  questions  were  proposed  to  me,  and  my  invariable 
answer  was,  no.    Let  it  be  wiiatever  number  of  answers,  to  every  question  I  answered 
no ;  but  I  call  that  not  testifying  to  anything.    Do  you  understand  it  that  way  ? 

Question.  On  the  contrary,  did  you  not  testify  very  elaborately  to*  facts,  and  make  a 
long  statement  as  to  facts  within  your  knowledge  f 

Answer.  I  did  that,  and  will  do  it  again,  if  necessary.  That  question  I  thought  was 
settled  here.  When  the  questions  were  sent  on  here  they  happened  to  examine  two 
or  three  witnesses,  and  the  rule  was  fully  understood  before  I  came  on,  and  when  I 
came  in  I  remarked,  "  It  is  useless  to  lose  more  time,"  and  proposed,  as  far  as  I  was 
concerned,  to  let  it  go.  It  was  settled  right  there.  General  Walker  w^'is  counsel,  sitting 
right  l^ere,  and  said  that  the  interrogatories  had  been  sent  on  in  a  certain  form,  and  the 
matter  should  be  conducted  technically,  according  to  the  instructions  sent,  and  they 
should  ask  the  questions  precisely  as  they  were  sent  on,  and  the  witness  should  say  yes 
or  no  to  them,  and  that  excluded  me,  and  I  got  uj)  and  went  out.  'Now,  I  will  with 
pleasure  answer  any  other  questions  you  can  ask.  I  don't  think  you  can  vary  it  by 
asking  any  questions,  or  producing  any  evidence  in  any  shape  whatever. 

Question.  Were  you  asked  a  question  for  whom  you  voted  im  that  election  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  answer  ? 

Answer.  1  told  them  I  didn't  recollect.  I  heard  that  thing  handled  on  the  streets 
here  yesterday  evening. 

Question.  What  did  the  judge  say  when  you  answered? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  remember  that  he  made  any  remark.  I  explained  the  thing  before  I 
made  the  answer  to  the  court.  It  was  in  this  way :  iihat  I  wasn't  mixing  put,  and  didn't 
intend  to  go  to  the  election,  but  some  friends  told  me,  a  few  days  before,  that  they 
thought  the  difficulty  between  Haughey  and  Hines  was  nearly  arranged,  and  that  if  I 
would  write  a  letter  to  Doctor  Haughey,  that  would  settle  the  thing,  and  they  depended 
on  me  to  come  t6  the  election  on  that  day.  Inasmuch  as  I  had  some  business  there,  I 
agreed  to  do  it,  and  I  wrote  a  letter  to  Doctor  Haughey  about  it ;  l^ut  before  I  went  to 
the  election,  I  found  that  what  they  had  told  me  was  not  true  j  that  it  was  not  settled, 
and  that  there  was  no  chance  to  settle  it,  and  when  I  got  to  the  election,  some  of  them 
came  to  me  to  vote,  and  I  told  them  I  saw^  no  use  in  voting ;  I  said  that  the  thing  was 
decided ;  that  I  gave  up  the  election.  Perhaps  four  or  five  got  around,  and  got  to  talk- 
ing, and  said,  "Vote,  vote;"  "Don'fc  back  out."  And  I  know  I  had  more  than  three 
tictets  in  my  hand,  of  different  ones  at  the  same  time,  and  I  was  tired,  and  I  just 
stepped  to  the  ballot-box,  and  handed  in  one,  which  had  either  Hines's  or  Haughey's 
name  on  it,  and  I  don't  know  which.  That  was  my  evidence  given  in  here.  I  can't  say 
positively  which  I  voted  for.  I  would  have  been  more  particular,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
this  ;  it  was  as  clear  as  anything  that  the  ticket  wouldn't  count  for  anything.  If  I 
had  given  it  to  Mr.  Sherrod,  it  would  have  been  the  same  thing.  That  w^as  the  cir- 
cumstance tinder  which  I  voted. 

Question.  In  your  testimony,  you  have  already  said  you  did  not  ausw^er  any  question, 
excei)t  yes  or  no. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  this  thing  a^bout  that  voting,  and  who  I  voted  for:  I  did  not 
consider  that  who  I  voted  for  had  any  bearing  at  all  on  the  matter  that  I  was  sum- 
moned on.  It  seems  to  have  been  merely  a  question  that  crept  in,  and  I  had  objected 
to  answering  any  questions  at  all  previously,  on  the  ground  that  a  man  had  come  to 
me  and  got  me  ti>  make  some  statement  as  to  the  matter  or  things,  in  writing.  I  did 
not  know  his  object  when  he  got  me  to  do  it.  He  induced  me  to  believe  that  Captain 
Hines  wanted  to  see  it,  and  a  written  statement  from  me  was  necessary ;  that  thoy 
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wanted  to  have  a  consultation.  I  thought  that  was  to  he  the  end  of  it.  I  didn't  come 
all  the  way  from  home  on  that  business  ;  I  came  on  other  business.  I  had  done  niy 
business  and  started  home,  and  was  caught  here  below  the  bank,  and  dragged  in  here 
about  that  election.  I  was  accused,  and  the  counsel  believed  it,  no  doubt,  that  I  had 
come  all  the  way  from  home  to  interfere,  but  it  Avas  a  mistake. 

Question.  Did  you  not  ausw^er  to  questions  upon  that  trial,  giving  long  and  specilic 
answers  in  reference  to  a  great  many  points  as  to  that  election  ? 

Answer.  If  I  did,  I  didn't  do  it  in  the  way  of  evidence.  According  to  my  recollec- 
tion, when  these  remarks  were  made,  it  was  just  casually  in  coming  to  a  conclusion 
about  how  to  conduct  it.  The  thing  was  not  exactly  settled,  and  remarks  of  that  char- 
acter passed  backwards  and  forwards. 

Question.  Were  any  of  those  statements  made  in  answer  to  questions  by  the  attor- 


Answer.  What  kind  of  statements  ? 

Question.  The  statement  you  have  just  been  speaking  of  that  you  made  on  that  trial. 

Answer.  I  told  you  among  my  statements  was  this,  that  the  number  of  votes  polled 
in  the  county  was  very  far  short  of  the  registered  vote  of  the  county — if  you  call  that 
specific,  which  I  suppose  it  is.  My  recollection  of  it  is  as  nearly  so  as  I  could  frame  it, 
and  as  accurate  as  I  knew  how  to  do  it.  Then  these  men  ought  to  have  let  me  known 
when  I  was  called  in  here.  The  question  asked  was  something  like  this  :  ''  How  much 
I  mixed  about  the  canvass?^' — something  of  the  sort.  "  Well,  I  didn't  do  it  at  all.'^ 
**  Did  I  see  any  act  of  violence,  to  keep  a  man  from  voting  f  ^  "  No,  I  did  not."  '^  Do 
you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  any  man  prevented  from  voting  by  violence  V^  I 
said  "No  f  but  these  other  thiugs  were  talked  of.  They  came  up  and  were  discussed 
around  before  we  got  into  the  formal  examination.  I  will  take  pleasure  in  giving  you 
correct  information.  I  don't  want  you  to  think  because  I  am  not  a  good-looking  man, 
my  intentions  are  not  good.  I  tell  you  you  are  sent  out  here  on  business  for  the  good 
of  the  country  and  Government,  and  if  I  am  not  one  for  it,  I  don't  know.  I  am  will- 
ing to  do  more  for  that  than  almost  anything.  I  take  a  pleasure  always  in  anything 
I  can  do,  sir.  I  made  the  remark  yesterday  evening,  that  I  was  very  sorry  that  things 
of  that  character  should  be  so  often  brought  in ;  that  it  was  the  misfortune  of  ^he  re- 
publican party,  and  the  w^hig  party,  both,  that  we  had  too  many  scalawags;  and, 
instead  of  aiming  at  the  public  good,  and  all  these  men  working  together  to  keep  the 
scalawags  out,  w^e  let  them  in,  and  they  entangled  a  good  many — got  into  various 
things  by  being  in  trouble  with  them. 

Question.  You  stated  in  your  testimony  that  Edward  Alldredge  and  Joseph  Dinsmore 
were  shot  at  by  a  x)arty  of  men  that  went  to  arrest  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  stated  that. 

Question.  Who  were  these  men  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  see  the  men,  but  they  say  it  was  a  man  named  Trice,  and  a  man 
named  Leopard,  and  a  man  named  Howell. 

Question.  Had  they  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  these  two  individuals  ? 

Ansive7\  I  have  understood  since  that  they  had.  These  individuals  didn't  seem  to 
have  known  it  at  the  time. 

Question.  Had  Alldredge  and  Dinsmore  attempted  to  escape  ? 

Answer.  It  seems  from  their  statement  that  they  rode  ux)  to  the  house  where  they 
happened  to  be,  and  commenced  shooting  at  them. 

Question.  That  is  their  statement  I 

Ansiver.  The  statement  from  the  other  side  might  vary  the  facts  materially.  Let 
whichever  be,  if  Alldredge  is  right,  they  didn't  conduct  themselves  as  they  ought  to. 
They  'were  as  much  to  blame  for  their  offenses  as  the  other  side.  I  don't  give  that  as 
a  thing  against  the  Ku-Klux.  If  there  is  a  republican  in  the  scrape,  when  it  is  left  to 
me,  I  w^ould  x)ut  a  double  punishment  on  him  more  than  on  the  others. 

Question.  You  state  that  this  occurrence  took  place  last  week  or  week  before  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  just  the  beginning  of  the  week;  it  was  week  before  last. 

Question.  The  parties  who  went  to  arrest  them  did  so  under  a  warrant  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  w^hat  they  said. 

Question.  Were  any  of  them  officers  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  hear  of  that.  I  inquired  about  that,  but  I  couldn't  learn  if  there 
was  an  officer  among  them.  I  imagine  it  was  something  got  up  like  we  see  sometimes, 
somebody  deputized  and  sent  out. 

Question.  You  just  imagined  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Y"ou  say  that  they  went  out  under  a  pretext  to  arrest  them,  and  yet  you  do 
not  know  whether  they  had  a  warrant  for  their  arrest  ? 

Ansiver.  I  w^ould  like  before  we  go  any  further  about  that,  if  you  please,  in  order 
that*!  may  answer  more  to  your  satisfaction — will  you  define  the  word  pretext  for  me? 

Question.  You  said  i)retext.    I  suppose  you  meant  something.    What  do  you  mean  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  apprised  of  it  when  I  used  the  language,  that  it  might  be  con- 
strued, but  my  object  was  to  get  the  true  meaning,  and  I  can  speak  more  accurately. 
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Question.  lam  not  here  to  define  words.  You  use  your  own  words.  I  want  to  know 
in  what  sense  you  use  them. 

Answer,  From  the  friends  of  the  party  that  went  there,  I  learned  that  they  said  their 
reason  for  going  there  was,  they  had  a  warrant  to  arrest  them.  Whether  they  used  the 
word  reason,  or  pretext,  or  pretense,  I  am  not  positive,  hut  that  is  my  understanding, 
in  that  way,  that  the  difiQculty  occurred.  I  am  not  at  a  loss  ;  that  is  all  straight ;  but 
to  use  any  language  that  could  be  construed  to  give  an  unfair  face  to  it,  I  don't  want 
to  do  that  on  either  side. 

Question.  What  was  the  crime  which  was  alleged  against  these  parties  ? 

Answer.  I  never  could  learn. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  house  in  which  they  were  ? 

Answe)\  About  like  the  average  of  other  houses  in  the  country,  in  the  neighborhood 
there.  I  never  hear  anything  much  amiss  in  the  house,  or  anything  of  the  party  con- 
cerned in  it.    They  all  stood  pretty  much  around  on  an  equality. 

Question.  You  said  you  had  nothing  to  say  as  to  whether  these  were  men  of  bad  char- 
acter or  not  ? 

Answe7\  This  last  statement  was  what  I  meant  when  I  said  I  was  not  mentioning. 

Question.  W^hat  do  you  say  ? 

Ansive)\  When  1  said  I  didn't  know  anything  worth  m'entioning  in  regard  to  whether 
they  were  good  or  bad  characters,  that  gentleman  thought  I  said  positively  that  I 
didn't  know  anything  at  all,  I  have  heard  that  maybe  one  of  them  got  drunk,  and 
maybe  little  things,  family  accusations,  but  I  think  they  have  all  been  generally 
friendly,  or  on  an  equality,  and  up  to  recently,  I  think,  they  have  generally  lived 
peaceably  among  each  other. 

Question.  You  speak  of  the  burning  and  destruction  of  these  school-houses  and 
churches.  The  churches  are  generally,  in  that  region  of  country,  common  log-houses, 
built  on  the  roadside,  of  no  great  value  ? 

Answer.  Not  built  on  the  roadside.  We,  over  there,  are  not  very  refined,  and  for  that 
reason,  when  we  built,  we  thought  it  advisable  to  have  our  school-houses  and  churches 
away  from  where  drunken^  men  or  others  could  interrupt  religious  services  I  don't 
think  that  where  a  grocery  is,  or  where  the  customers  of  a  grocery  are,  is  the  place  for 
a  school.    We  don't  seek  to  send  our  children  there. 

Question.  They  are  generally  isolated — to  themselves  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  woods. 

Question.  And  they  are  frequently  resorted  to  at  night,  by  travelers,  wayfarers,  to» 
sleep  in  them,  are  they  not  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  understood  that  to  be  any  ground  of  complaint, 
at  all. 

Question.  I  ask  as  to  the  fact. 

Ansiver.  If  such  has  been  the  case,  I  have  never  heard  it,  or  known  it.  I  have  no 
reason  to  believe  that  either  one  of  the  houses  has  ever  been  occupied  in  that  way. 

Question.  I  ask  the  question  in  this  point  of  view :  that  houses  standing  isolated, 
alone,  in  that  way,  and  sometimes  frequented  by  travelers  at  night  for  purposes  of 
shelter,  could  be  accidentally  destroyed  by  fire  ? 

Answer.  It  may  have  been  so ;  I  don't  know ;  but,  if  it  was  so,  I  have  no  idea  that 
any  travelers  going  that  road  knew  where  the  houses  were,  because  they  were  off  en- 
tirely in  a  private  place,  built  there  on  purpose  to  guard  against  anything  of  the  kind, 
for  educational  and  religious  services. 

Question.  The  ]_;)eople  of  the  country  generally  knew  where  they  were  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir ;  of  course  the  congregations  and  the  people  who  sent  to  school 
knew  very  well. 

Question.  In  passing  through  the  country  from  place  to  place,  the  people  who  lived 
in  the  country,  knowing  where  these  houses  were,  and  that  they  afforded  a  place  of 
shelter  in  an  inclement  season,  would  resort  to  them  for  such  purposes  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  that.  So  far  from  it,  I  reckon  an  idea  of  that  kind  never 
occurred  to  anbody  but  you.  I  have  heard  neighbors  speak  about  it,  and,  I  think,  if 
anything  of  the  kind  had  been  given  in  conversation  about  among  those  interested, 
and  if  anybody  had  thought  of  such  a  thing,  they  would  have  mentioned  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  this  man  Eussell  is  now,  who,  you  say,  killed  Mur- 
phy? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't  expect  there  is  a  man,  or  very  few  if  anybody,  who  knows. 
He  has  gone. 

Question.  Were  you  present  when  Murphy  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  a  number  of  x^ersons  were  present  ? 

Answer.  Well,  j^eople  who  were  present  told  me  there  were  twelve  or  fourteen  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  one  person  who  was  present? 

Answei'.  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  several — perhaps  every  one  of  them. 

Question.  Give  us  the  names  of  some  of  them. 

Answer.  If  my  recollection  serves  me  aright,  Gus  Horton  was  present ;  it  was  in  his 
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house.  William  Trice  was  present.  Now,  within  half  a  mile  of  that  place  you  can 
easily  get  up  a  good  many  men,  and  it  is  almost  like  having  all  present — thirty  or 
forty — but  I  will  not  say  positively.  1  recollect  Trice  said,  when  Murphy  was  killed,  he 
caught  him  in  his  arms  5  and  I  recollect  to  have  heard  Horton  say  that,  when  Murphy 
started  in  the  room,  the  probate  judge  said  fco  him,  he  had  better  not  go  in  there,  or 
something  to  that  amount ;  then,  about  the  balance  of  them,  I  think  I  know  the  men 
personally.  I  can't  say  which  particular  one  was  there,  because  in  a  few  minutes  after 
it  was  done,  there  was  a  great  manj'  there. 

Question.  Why  did  Russell  shoot  him  ;  was  there  any  quarrel  between  them  ? 
Answer.  I  heard  of  none. 

Question.  You  know  of  no  reason  for  his  shooting  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  no  more  than  just  this:  so  far  as  Russell's  character  is  concerned, 
and  all,  I  expect  he  was  rather  a  lawless  man.  I  don't  intend  to  saddle  the  neighbor- 
hood with  him.  He  hadn't  been  living  there  long.  He  had  lately  come  into  the  coun- 
try, and  in  his  intercourse  with  society,  what  time  he  remained  there,  he  didn't  con- 
duct himself  well.  Everybody  complained  of  him.  I  recollect  a  few  days  before  that, 
a  man  came  to  my  house ;  Russell  assaulted  him,  and  he  gave  him  a  good  whipping, 
knocked  him  down  and  stampQd  him.  I  have  heard  of  several  other  altercations  that 
he  had  in  a  very  short  time. 

Question.  Were  Gustavus  Horton,  and  Trice,  and  the  others  you  mention,  all  friends 
of  Russell? 
Answer.  I  anl  not  prepared  to  answer,  but  to  guess  at  it,  I  should  guess  they  were. 

Question.  Were  they  Iriends  of  Murphy  ? 

Answer.  If  enlisted  either  way,  I  should  think  they  were  friendly  to  Murphy,  because 
they  were  raised  there,  and  always  got  along  well  together. 

Question.  They  made  no  attempt  to  secure  Russell? 

Amicer.  O,  no,  sir ;  none  at  all. 

Question.  Did  Murphy  give  him  any  provocation  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  attending  the  murder  ? 

Answer.  As  I  recollect,  they  had  a  bottle  of  brandy  or  whisky  in  the  counting-room — 
it  was  a  store.  It  seems  Russell  had  procured  it  and  got  it  in  there,  and  they  probably 
had  met  to  take  a  social  drink,  and  Russell  was  very  free  in  expressing  himself  in  of- 
fensive language  toward  the  republicans,  and  remarked  that  a  radical  or  that  a  repub- 
lican— with  an  epithet  of  some  kind — couldn't  hold  up  his  head  in  his  presence.  Just 
at  this  time  Russell,  it  seemed,  had  directed  the  language  to  Murphy,  and  he  faced  up 
to  him,  and  said,  ''  I  can  hold  up  mine,  sir."  Just  about  that  time  was  the  end  of  it  ,* 
he  shot  him,  and  killed  him.  That  is  what  they  represented  it  to  me.  Russell  went 
about  a  mile  further — a  man,  out  of  his  own  mouth,  told  me  he  saw  it — with  a  double- 
barreled  gun,  and  a  couple  of  citizens  there  furnished  him  a  horse  and  means  to  get 
away.  After  a  few  days  his  father  came  in  and  go  this  eftects  and  wife,  and  sent  them 
to  him,  and  from  that  he  went  to  unknown  parts.    I  have  nevei>  heard  of  him  since. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  John  F.  McDowell,  who  voted,  upon  one  occasion,  the  repub- 
lican ticket,  and  was  threatened  at  the  time.    Were  you  present  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  stated,  when  giving  in  the  evidencCj  that  I  had  the  statement 
from  McDowell. 

Question.  From  McDowell  himself?     ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  from  others  that  saw  it  all  done.  It  was  a  conceded  fact  in 
the  community,  and  by  the  spectators. 

Question.  You  stated  that  Judge  Moore,  the  probate  judge  of  your  county,  sent  a  man 
to  you  to  find  out  whether  McDowell  was  coming  back  to  the  county  ? 

Ansiver.  That's  what  the  man  told  me. 

Question.  What  was  that  man's  name  ? 

Ansiver.  James  Ketch um. 

Question.  Where  is  Ketchum  now  ? 

Answer.  I  expect  he  is  at  home. 

Question.  Does  he  live  over  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  close  by  Brooksville. 

Question.  Is  Judge  Moore  a  man  of  respectability  and  education  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  should  think  he  would  make  a  very  poor  probate  judge  if  he  had  no 
education ;  and  as  for  respectability,  our  code  of  morals  over  there  won't  apply  to  the 
general  definition  of  things  in  that  respect,  but  I  should  judge  that  he  ought  to  be  re- 
spected by  somebody ;  and  if  he  hadn't  been,  he  wouldn't  have  got  to  be  probate 
judge. 

Question.  I  simply  wanted  your  ideas  on  the  subject;  not  a  disquisition. 

Anstve)\  Mr.  Blair,  I  always  have  held  that  a  mean  man  was  not  worth  talking 
ab(*it,  and  a  good  man  ought  not  to  be  abused. 

Question.  That  is  a  very  good  maxim. 

Answer.  I  never  had  much  acquaintance  with  Judge  Moore,  and  never  desired  to  cul- 
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tivate  any,  and  perhaps  yon  had  better  inquire  of  somebody  that  has  been  intimate 
with  him  to  know  his  real  standing  and  morals,  &c. 

Question.  Well,  sir,  your  advice  is  very  good,  probably, 

Ansiver.  I  don't  give  it  in  the  way  of  advice,  but  of  explanation.  I  conldn^t  under- 
take to  advise  you. about  anything,  General. 

Question.  You  happen  to  be  on  the  stand,  called  here  from  your  county  on  the  part 
of  these  gentlemen  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  I  suppose  they  assumed  that 
you  were  a  man  who  knew  something  about  the  people  of  your  county ;  and  I  ask  the 
question  distinctly. 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  who  called  me ;  I  understood  you  all  were  on  the  United  States 
business. 

Questien.  That  is  not  the  point  I  am  asking  you  on  now.  What  is  the  standing  of 
this  man  Moore  in  the  community? 

Ansiver.  I  told  you  that  I  never  had  much  to  do  with  him  in  any  way,  or  tried  to  find 
out  much  about  him.  The  most  important  thing  that  ever  came  up  between  him  and 
me  had  its  origin  in  these  difficulties,  and  he  is  with  that  gang,  and,  owing  to  his  being 
connected  with  that  gang,  that  was  enough  for  me  about  any  man ;  and  I  became  sat- 
isfied that,  if  he  was  one  of  them,  I  didn't  want  to  carry  my  acquaintance  with  him 
any  further,  and  I  have  shunned  him ;  I  know  he  is  one  of  them. 

Question.  You  know  he  is  one  of  the  Kn-Klux  ? 

Ansiver.  I  know  he  is  v/ith  that  gang,  and  I  know  a  friend  of  his  told  me  he  was  the 
chief  presiding  officer,  or  Cyclops,  when  it  commenced. 

Question.  Who  was  that  friend  of  his  ? 

Answer.  Virgil  Newsome ;  and  then  the  remarks  he  made  about  the  organization  that 
.they  had  gotten  up  to  straighten  out  matters  and  hang  people  and  lynch  them,  and 
that  it  would  be  carried  out,  convinced  me  that  I  was  not  suited  to  his  taste,  and  I 
didn't  want  to  be  offensive  or  burdensome. 

^westjaii.  Did  he  make  that  statement  to  you? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  looked  me  in  the  face  and  rather  bit  his  teeth  together. 

Question.  He  told  you  he  was  connected  within  order  to  lynch  people? 

A7i8wer.^  He  didn't  use  the  language  you  use. 

Question.  I  am  using  the  language  you  used. 

Answer.  I  can  use  the  same  language  you  use  smd  turn  it  about  to  make  it  something 
very  different.  You  divide  six  by  two,  and  the  product  will  be  three,  but  if  you  mul- 
tiply two  by  six  it  will  be  twelve ;  and  so  you  can  take  words  and  make  as  much  differ- 
ence in  words  as  in  figures,  by  turning  them.  Mr.  Moore  confirmed  the  statement  that 
it  was  an  organization  of  that  kind,  and  that  it  should  be  rigidly  carried  out. 

Question.  Of  what  kind  ? 

Answer.  That  if  a  man  didn't  go  straight,  or  if  he  come  in  contact  with  that  party, 
that  they  intended,  in  the  first  place,  that  somebody  would  take  them  out  and  give 
them  fifty  lashes,  and,  if  that  wouldn't  do,  they  would  string  them  up  to  a  limb,  and 
they  should  never  know  who  did  it. 

Question.  Mr.  Moore  made  that  assertion  to  you  ? 

A7iswer.  No,  sir;  another  man  made  the  assertion,  and  then  Mr.  Moore  looked  at  mo 
and  said  it  should  be  carried  out ;  that  they  had  that  organization. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  TYi^t  has  been  answered  once.  It  was  a  short  time  before  General  Meade's 
order  for  the  legislature  to  meet. 

Questioji.  You  spoke  of  a  man  named  James  Horton,  who,  :^ou  say,  was  whipped  to 
death,  or  was  so  beaten  that  he  died  soon  afterward;  was  that  a  son  of  this  old  man 
who  testified  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Let  me  stop  you  again,  if  you  please,  and,  if  I  am  goiug  too  fast, 
stop  me.  It  was  not  exactly  as  you  stated,  but  it  was  very  materially  different.  I 
said  he  was  very  badly  whipped,  and  he  died  soon  afterward ;  but  I  understand  you  to 
say  that  you  understood  me  to  say  that  he  was  so  badly  whipped  that  he  died  because 
he  was  whipped.    He  was  whipped,  and  he  went  to  bed  and  never  recovered. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  understood  you  to  say. 

Ansiver.  But  I  didn't  say  but  what  he  might  have  been  sick  outside  of  the  whipping 
or  something. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

An8wefi\  Well,  I  think  it  was  last  spring — along  in  the  course  of  this  year. 

Question.  You  said  he  was  a  son  of  this  old  gentleman  who  testified  here  yesterday  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  stated  that  you  did  not  believe  the  father  knew  his  son  was  dead  ? 

Answer,  I  said  he  didn't  know  it.  He  knew  he  was  dead,  I  reckon;  but  I  said  I 
didn't  expect  that  he  knew  about  the  Ku-Klux  whipping  of  his  son. 

QueMion.  He  has  been  back  there  sin<;e,  ha«  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  we  don't  talk  about  such  thing»  much;  I  don't;  people  that 
come  about  me  don't  talk  much  about  it  where  I  am. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  bis  brother  knew  it  ?  /<-^  i 
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Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  his  brother  knows  it;  I  know  that,  because  I  recollect  to 
have  heard  him  speak  of  it.    I  am  confident  he  knows  it. 

Question.  Is  it  not  rather  a  singular  thing  that  when  he  was  testifying  here  yester- 
day, both  he  and  his  father,  they  neither  of  them  mentioned  that  fact  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  singular  or  plural.  I  know  one  thing ;  I  was 
asked  the  question— pointed  directly  to  it — and  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  make  the  statement 
according  to  what  I  knew,  and  I  reckon  they  did  the  same  way. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  his  brother  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  he  had  been  whipped 
by  theKu-Klux? 

Answer.  I  ata  satisfied  that  his  brother  was  aware  of  the  fact. 

Question.  Did  they  live  near  together  ? 

Answer.  About  two  miles  and  a  half. 

Question.  Nearer  than  you  do  to  him  ? 

Ansiver.  About  the  same  distance.  I  don't  know  that  I  would  have  thought  of  it, 
only  going  over  so  many  things,  and  asking  questions,  was  the  way  I  came  to  think  of 
it.  I  didn'<  start  from  home  thinking  of  it.  I  don't  know  when  I  did  think  of  it 
before.  It  was  just  reached  as  it  came  out  from  me  in  that  manner.  There  is  nothing 
that  I  started  from  home  with  any  intention  of  testifying.  I  didn't  fix  it  before  I  left. 
These  things  occurred  from  time  to  time.  I  didn't  know  what  they  were  going  to  ask 
nio,  or  who  was  going  to  do  it,  but,  according  to  my  recollection,  in  the  way  they  have 
conducted  the  examination,  it  will  be  reached  in  that  way  chiefly. 

Questio7i.  His  brother  was  asked  the  question  as  to  these  outrages,  and  other  ques- 
tions, yet  he  never  mentioned  such  a  circumstance  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  was  not  aware  it  happened,  but  a  man  that  has  no  connection 
with  that  at  all — and  I  believe  he  stands  as  an  upright  gentlemen — about  two  hundred 
yards  off,  told  me  that  he  knew  it  was  so,  and  he  saw  it. 

Question.  Mr.  Billingsly  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Saw  him  whipped  ? 

Ansiver.  He  saw  what  was  going  on,  and  told  me  about  their  making  marks,  forming 
an  avenue,  and  whipping  him  and  making  him  leap ;  if  he  jumped  too  far,  knocking 
him  back,  and  going  on  so  until  they  exhausted  him,  and  then,  giving  him  a  good  beat- 
ing, they  went  off  and  left  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  stated  that  you  had  been  often  indicted,  but  had  never  employed  a 
lawyer  to  defend  you.  What  has  become  of  these  indictments  ?  Were  you  convicted 
on  any  of  them  ? 

Ansiver.  Acquitted  on  all.    I  have  never  had  a  witness  summoned. 

Question.  Have  you  had  a  good  many  enemies  in  Blount  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  on  account  of  your  known  political  opinions  and  political 
actions  ? 

Answer.  I  attribute  it  generally  to  that. 

Question.  Are  Union  men  under  cow  in  that  region,  in  Blount  County  ? 

Ansiver.  O,  yes,  sir  ;  very  much  so. 

Question.  Is  there  not  a  very  unfriendly  feeling  existing  in  that  community  toward 
men  known  to  be  loyal  to  the  Government  ? 

Answer.  Their  hatred  is  very  intense,  and  has  been  ever  since  it  originated.  It  never 
has  cooled  down. 

Question.  About  how  many  Union  men  are  there  among  the  white  people  of  that 
county  ? 

Answer.  Not  mixing  among  the  people  freely  and  frequently,  T  might  be  mistaken ; 
but  I  have  ever  .been  satisfied  that  a  majority  of  the  people  are  Union  men. 

Question.  How  do  the  democrats  of  Blount  County  express  themselves  in  relation  to 
the  fifteenth  amendment  ? 

Answer.  As  far  as  I  have  heard  them  express  themselves,  they  say  that  every  man 
that  abides  it  has  surrendered  all  the  rights  of  a  freeman,  and  he  is  not  fit  to  live  any 
longer,  and  no  government  is  fit  to  live  that  will  swallow  it. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  democratic  party  in  Blount  County 
are  still,  opposed  to  the  negro  Voting  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  you  do  understand  me  so. 

Question.  Are  they  bitterly  opposed  to  it  ? 

Ansiver.  So  much  so,  that  I  don't  think,  from  the  last  election,  there  has  been  a  col- 
ored vote  given  in  the  county,  only  some  negroes  among  them  they  have  got  to  vote 
the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Why  do  not  the  negroes  vote  in  Blount  County  ? 

Answ&r.  All  the  negroes  I  have  asked  for  the  reason  why  they  didn't  vote,  said  they 
had  been  warned  that  they  had  better  not  go  to  the  election.  Well,  some  negroes  have 
been  whipped  there,  and  so  on,  and  run  off. 
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Question.  Was  it  because  of  intimidation  that  they  did  not  vote  ? 

Answer.  They  are  afraid  they  will  be  shot,  and  they  are  certain  they  will  be  whipped, 
if  they  will  go  there  and  don't  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

Questim.  Are  the  democrats  of  Blount  County  opposed  to  the  education  of  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Invariably ;  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted  they  are. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  negro  school  having  been  established  and  maintained 
in  Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  Only  one,  and  that  was  under  very  peculiar  circumstances. 

Question.  How  long  was  that  maintained  ? 

Answer.  I  am  unprepared  to  say,  but  only  a  few  months.    It  was  of  short  duration. 

Question.  Would  it  be  considered  safe  for  any  man  or  woman  to  attempt  to  teach  a 
negro  school  in  that  county  ? 

Answer,  I  have  stood  everything  else  that  came  at  me,  but  you  couldn't  hire  me  for 
any  amount  of  money  to  undertake  it  on  my  own  hook.  I  don't  know  how  others 
would  do ;  some  people  would  grab  at  money,  but  money  wouldn't  make  me  under- 
take that  there. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  this  "new  departure"  movement  of  the  democratic 
party  in  the  North.  What  are  the  sentiments  of  the  democratic  party  of  Blount 
County  in  respect  to  that  movement  ? 

Answer.  1  think  the  sentiment  is  sort  o'  tangled  or  run  out,  when  you  get  to  that. 
You  can't  get  any  sense  out  of  them  about  it. 

Question.  Why  ;  do  they  not  understand  it  ? 

Answer.  You  can't  make  thetn. 

Question.  Does  it  seem  to  them  like  going  back  upon  their  old  doctrines — old  senti- 
ments ? 

Answer.  They  are  afraid  it  will  throw  a  little  help  over  to  the  radicals,  and  they 
want  to  hear  from  headquarters  before  they  go  any  further  into  it. 

Question,  Do  they  still  talk  up  there  about  the  reconstruction  measures  being  "  revo- 
lutionary, unconstitutional,  and  void  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  whenever  they  get  up  a  constitutional  Congress,  they  are  going 
to  upset  all  these  things  and  begin  anew. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  call  the  Congress  that  enacted  these  measures  a 
"  rump  Congress  ?" 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  a  common  name  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  ^*  rump  Congress." 

Question.  They  don't  believe  that  any  of  the  laws  enacted  by  that  Congress  before 
these  States  were  admitted  were  constitutional  or  vp.lid? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 


HuNTSviLLE,  Alabama,  Octoler  11, 1871. 

ISAAC  MARION  BERRY  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  your  age  and  place  of  residence. 

Answer.  I  am  near  forty  years  old.  I  will  be  forty  the  last  of  next  month.  I  reside 
in  Blount  County,  Alabama. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  Have  been  living  near  the  line  of  Blount  and  Marshall  Counties.  I  was 
born  in  Blount.    I  was  raised  principally  in  that  county. 

Question.  Have  you  lived  in  that  county  most  of  the  time  since  the  war  ? 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir. 

questio7i.  Were  you  in  the  Army  during  the  war  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  which  army  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  for  five  or  six  months  in  the  rebel  army.  I  went  out  under  the  con- 
scription and  staid  about  six  months,  and  then  went  about  two  years  in  the  Federal 
Army  in  this  place.    It  was  between  one  and  two  years — nearer  one  than  two. 

^wes^iou.  Are  you  known  as  a  Union  man  in  Blount  County? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  whether  the  Union  men,  white  and  black,  in  that  county  have  been 
subjected  to  any  persecutions  since  the  war. 

Answer.  There  have  been  a  great  many  outrages  in  that  country  upon  loyal  char- 
acters. 

Question.  What  kind  of  outrages  ? 

Answer.  Generally  from  disguised  characters. 

Question,  About  what  time  did  these  bands  of  disguised  men  first  make  their 
appearance  in  Blount  County  ? 
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Answer,  About  the  time  of  the  presidential  election,  when  Mr.  Blair,  and  Mr.  Grant, 
and  those  run. 

Question.  You  think  they  sprung  up  about  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  means  of  knowing  how  numerous  the  organization  was  in 
that  county  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  have  no  idea  how  numerous  it  was. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  of  those  bands  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  any  disguised. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Are  there  none  in  that  portion  of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Not  immediately  where  I  live.  I  live  in  the  mountains.  They  are,  in 
appearance,  each  side  of  me.  Here  of  late  they  have  been  existing  in  Brown^s  Valley 
and  about  Blountsville.  From  Guntersville  to  Blou/itsville,  in  those  valleys,  they 
have  been  raiding. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  live  near  the  line  of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  About  how  far  from  Blountsville  ? 

Ansiver.  I  reckon  it  is  about  twenty  miles  from  where  I  live  to  Blountsville. 

Question.  Do  you  often  go  to  Blountsville  ? 

^Irtsicer.  Not  very  often;  I  took  the  census  last  year  in  Blount  County— the  subdi- 
vision there. 

Question.  Have  these  bands  of  disguised  men  been  kept  up  in  the  county  since  the 
fall  of  1868  to  the  present  time  ?  , 

Ansiver.  They  appear  to  be  existing  in  there  yet,  more  or  less. 

Question.  Do  you  hear  of  any  outrages  committed  by  them  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  frequently.   , 

Question.  What  outrages  have  you  heard  of  committed  by  them  since  last  spring — 
say  since  April  ? 

Answer.  Old  Uncle  Tom  Nation  told  me  they  raided  on  him. 

Question.  How  was  he  treated  ? 

Ansiver,  He  apparently  was  treated  very  shamefully. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  he  a  white  man  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  did  they  do  to  him  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  I  could  state  altogether  what  they  did  do  to  him,  but  any 
way  one  cut  him  on  his  back.  He  told  me  they  went  there  and  drove  around  and  cut 
up  around,  and  eventually  took  him  out.  One  took  him  up  on  his  back  and  the  other 
went  behind  and  drew  a  large  stick  and  set  on  him  as  if  he  were  going  to  knock  him 
off  of  the  other  one's  back.  He  said  he  saw  the  lick  was  coming,  but  the  fellow  made 
his  lick,  and  as  well  as  I  recollect,  he  didn't  hit  him,  or  didn't  aim  to.  I  think  the  old 
man  said  he  saw  after  the  fellow  struck  that  he  didn't  aim  to  hit  him,  and,  as  well  as  I 
recoUect,  he  looked  for  another  to  shoot  him  about  the  same  time  that  this  lick  was 
given.  They  carried  him  down  to  a  field,  and  his  wife  followed  on  crying.  They 
threatened  him  and  cursed  him,  and  at  last  turned  him  loose.  I  don't  remember  the 
particulars. 

Question.  Were  these  men  in  disguise  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  charge  him  with  ? 

Answer,  They  had  been  there,  I  think  twice,  he  told  me.  One  time — I  don't  know 
whether  it  was  the  last  time  or  the  first  one — he  had  had  a  certain  renter  on  his  farm 
tending  his  land,  and  in  the  settlement  some  way  the  renter  was  not  satisfied,  but 
thought  he  ought  to  have  a  little  more,  and  they  came  and  forced  the  money  out  of 
him  and  made  him  pay  it  over.  Then  they  were  back  there  again  correcting  some  little 
negroes  he  is  raising — little  colored  girls.  I  think  he  said  they  whipped  them.  I  will 
not  be  sure,  but  I  think  he  said  so. 

Question.  For  what  offense  ^ 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  because  the  old  man,  from  what  I  have  found  out,  suffered 
them  to  come  to  the  table,  and  eat  at  the  table  where  he  ate.  There  are  none  but  the 
old  man  and  his  wife. 

Question.  Old  man  Nation  ? 

Ansiver.  Mr.  Tom  Nation. 

Question.  He  is  a  white  man  and  those  were  negroes  raised  by  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  raised  by  him.  C^  r\r\r^]^ 
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Question.  Is  he  a  loyal  man  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  not  in  time  of  the  war ;  I  think  he  was  not.  I  really 
didn't  know  much  about  him  then,  whether  he  was  Union  or  loyal ;  hut  since  the  war 
he  has  been  a  very  strong  republican,  very. 

Question.  Is  he  obnoxious  on  that  account  up  there  ? 

Answer.  He  seems  to  be. 

Quesiion.  State  any  other  recent  occurrence  that  you  know  of. 

Answer.  Well,  some  two  or  three  have  occurred — several,  I  expect,  if  I  could  think  of 
them. 

Question.  Take  your  time.    Have  they  been  very  numerous? 

Ajiswer.  They  are  so  often  that  I  hardly  pay  any  attention  to  them.  I  live  away  out 
and  probably  it  is  a  week  or  two  before  I  hear  of  them,  and  they  get  somewhat  old  be- 
fore that  time.    I  learned  that  they  raided  James  Wooden's  house  in  Blountsville. 

Quesiion.  Was  he  a  white  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  merchant  in  Blountsville. 

Question.  When  was  he  raided  ? 

Answei\  Some  time  this  summer.    It  was  only  reported  to  me. 

Question.  What  were  the  particulars  as  you  understood  them  ? 

Answer.  He  had  some  colored  people  hired  there.  They  didn^t  abuse  him  any  per- 
sonally himself,  but  they  went  there  and  raised  a  row  with  his  colored  people,  I  think, 
and  run  them  off,  if  I  am  not  mistaken  now. 

Question.  What  was  the  offense  of  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  learn. 

Question.  But  you  understood  that  thc?y  were  run  off? 

Answer.  That  was  my  understanding,  that  they  were  run  off. 

Question.  State  any  other  cases  that  you  know  of. 

Answer.  I  learned  it  was  about  this  way  :  They  had  gone  there  and  tiaade  a  raid  on 
him,  and  it  seemed  they  had  incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  Ku-Klux,  or  something  of 
that  sort,  and  they  went  there  a  night  or  two  afterwards  and  told  him  he  should  not  be 
outraged  any  more,  and  so  on.  It  seemed  he  had  friends  who  were  disguisers,  or  some 
of  them,  and  they  came  and  told  him  he  should  not  be  outraged.  One  day  they 
visited  the  colored  people,  and  the  next  time  they  came  to  console  with  him,  appar- 
ently. 

Question,  Were  the  colored  people  returned  to  him? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  State  any  other  cases  you  know  of. 

Answer.  I  only  heard  of  this  Mr.  Horton  that  was  here,  that  was  outraged  ;  I  heard 
of  it,  &c.  Here  this  summer  there  was  one  Mrs.  Russell  outraged.  I  think  her  son- 
in-law  told  me  it  was  last  May  that  she  was  outraged. 

Question.  What  were  the  particulars  of  that  case  ? 

Answer.  Three  men  went  there  and  knocked  her  door  down,  and  went  in.  I  don't 
know  whether  they  particularly  abused  the  old  lady,  but  any  way  they  incurred  her 
displeasure  by  treating  her  so  badly,  and  she  knew  them.  One  of  them  is  in  Blounts- 
ville jail  now ;  the  other  is  lying  in  the  woods,  a  fugitive. 

Quesiion.  What  was  her  offense  ? 

Answer.  I  never  learned. 

Quesiion.  Were  these  raids  generally  made  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer.  Y"es,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  raiders  armed,  as  you  understood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  my  understanding ;  they  generally  go  that  way. 

Question.  Were  the  horses  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Those  w^ere  footmen,  I  think  ;  I  know  the  men ;  that  is,  these  characters  I 
speak  of  now  don't  own  any  horses ;  they  are  foot-fellows  generally,  and  have  no 
horses. 

Question.  State  any  other  occurrences  that  have  fallen  under  your  knowledge  of  this 
kind. 

Answer.  There  was  an  outrage  made  upon  a  young  girl  down  there  near  the  Red  Hill, 
in  Marshall  County,  near  the  line  of  Blount  County. 

Question.  What  was  her  name  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  call  it  to  mind  now. 

Question.  Give  the  circumstances. 

Ansicer.  They  went  there,  as  I  learned,  and  abused  her  very  bad ;  whipped  her  very 
badly. 

Question.  For  what  ? 

A7iswer.  I  didn't  learn  any  cause ;  nothing  more  than  some  boys  around  there  had 
been  rynning  around  her,  and  she  had  told  some  tales  on  them,  and  they  flogged  her 
out  for  it.  They  said  that  she  had  told  some  tales  on  some  young  men  around  in  the 
country  there  that  they  didn't  like ;  and  that  is  why  she  was  whipped. 

Quesiion.  Was  she  a  decent  girl  ? 

Ansicer.  1  don't  know ;  I  hear  bad  talk  about  her.  /<-^  t 
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Question.  Did  tliey  visit  her  in  the  night-time  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  night-time. 
Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  I  inquired  into  the  number ;  but  as  well  as  I  recollect, 
seemingly  about  five  or  six. 
Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  my  understanding,  that  they  were  disguised. 
Question.  They  took  her  out  and  whipped  her  badly  ? 

Answer,  l-^on^t  know  as  they  took  her  out.  She  was  whipped  in  the  house.  Her 
mother  was  working  at  a  neighbor's  house.  She  was  alone  by  herself  with  the  little 
children. 

Question.  Do  any  other  cases  occur  to  you  ? 
Answer.  How  far  back  did  you  say  you  wanted  me  to  go  ? 

Question.  I  will  not  limit  you.  You  may  go  back  and  state  any  occurrences  that 
have  happened  in  Blount  or  the  neighboring  counties. 

Answer.  One  instance  is  of  a  case  this  fall  two  years  ago.  They  have  been  very 
numerous.  I  don't  know  whether  I  can  recollect  them  all  or  not.  There  was  one  fellow 
named  Thomas  Pointer  who  was  run  oif.  He  was  not  whipped  ;  they  could  not  get 
hold  of  him  ;  that  was  the  reason,  I  reckon. 

Question.  What  was  his  offense  ? 
■  Answer.  He  had  been  up  here  to  the  United  States  court  as  a  grand  juror,  and  they 
had  imagined  there,  as  near  as  I  can  find  out,  that  he  was  accessory  to  getting  some 
bills  against  them  here  in  court  for  illicit  distilling. 
Question.  Who  ran  him  off  ? 

Answer.  Disguisers — I  don't  know  who  j  disguised  characters. 
Question.  Has  he  never  returned  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  His  only  offense  was  that  he  had  been  a  grand  juror  ? 

Answer.  And  he  had  belonged  in  time  to  the  Federal  Army.  That  is  all  I  could  learn  ; 
there  was  nothing  else  obnoxious. 

Question.  Do  they  raid  upon  people  in  Blount  County  for  having  served  their  coun- 
try in  the  Federal  Army  ? 

Answ&)\  Well,  it  is  this  way  sorter :  they  want  to  keep  that  part  of  it  hid  as  much 
as  possible,  that  they  are  doing  it  for  that ;  but  I  see  that  they  don't  like  a  man  who 
served  in  the  Federal  Army  unless  he  joins  them  and  is  one  of  their  sort ;  then  they 
like  him  pretty  well. 

Question.  By  what  epithets  do  they  call  such  men  ? 
Answer.  You  will  have  to  speak  again  to  me.    What  was  that  ? 
Question.  By  what  epithets  or  names  do  they  call  those  men  who  have  served  in  the 
Federal  Army  ? 

Answer.  They  call  them  tories  and  such  like — those  that  were  living  there  and  served 
in  the  Federal  Army.    They  generally  call  them  tories,  and  look  upon  them  as  low- 
down  characters. 
Question.  It  is  a  mark  of  disgrace  with  them  to  have  served  in  the  Union  Army  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  especially  with  these  disguised  Klans. 

Question.  You  have  mentioned  Thomas  Pointer's  case.     Will  you  mention  any 
others  ? 
Answer.  There  is  one  James  Austin  who  was  outraged. 
Question.  What  was  done  to  him  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  know.  Some  say  they  stuck  it  out  themselves  around  that  they  whipped 
him  ;  but  he  denied  it.  I  don't  know  whether  they  abused  him  or  not.  They  say  they 
whipped  him,  from  what  I  could  find  out.  They  put  that  rumor  out  among  the  citizens, 
that  they  whipped  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Whipped  who  ? 
Answer.  Whipped  Mr.  Austin  ;  but  he  denies  it. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  What  does  he  say  they  did  ? 
Answer.  He  said  they  didn't  do  anything  to  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question!  Does  he  admit  that  they  visited  him  ? 

Ansiver.  He  admits  it.  Here  is  the  way  of  it :  He  was  at  a  woman's  named  Sina 
;King,  that  he  has  been  accused  of  ruining.  He  was  there  and  they  run  in  on  him 
;nerely  for  visiting  Sina  King. 

Question.  Was  she  a  loose  woman  ? 

Ansiver.  Rather  a  loose  character,  I  think. 

Question.  And  he  denies  being  whipped  to  save  himself  from  that  disgrace  ? 

Answet\  He  tries  to  deny  being  there  any  way.  Hostea  oy  vj  v^  wn:  iC 
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Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  cases  ? 

Answer.  Right  recently  that  same  Sina  King  has  been  whipped  by  them,  I  learn. 

Question.  Were  the  men  who  whipped  her  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  whipped  her  ? 

Answer.  Some  five  or  six,  it  was  my  understanding. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  she  a  radical  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  she  is.  She  has  not  much  politics,  I  reckon ;  women 
don't  have  much. 

Question.  She  is  for  Union,  is  she  not  ? 

Answer.  A  Union  woman  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  will  state  the  fact  of  that  whole  thing  as  I  have  got  it. 
This  here  Mrs.  Russell  living  right  near  her,  is  her  aunt.  Well,  Mrs.  Russell  thinks 
that  this  Sina  King  is  the  occasion  of  her  being  outraged  by  these  three,  one  of  whom 
they  have  got  in  jail  now  for  it.  It  appears  that  this  Klan  went  on  Mrs.  Sina  King, 
because  she  officiated  in  having  Mrs.  Russell  abused  by  disguised  characters ;  'so  it  is 
dog  eat  dog  among  them. 

Question.  Is  Mrs.  Russell  a  loose  woman  too  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  She  stands  very  fair  among  her  neighbors  as  a  peacea- 
ble, quiet,  harmless  woman,  living  to  herself.  She  had  only  one  daughter,  and  Ed. 
Russell  married  her. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  Hortons  being  Ku-Kluxed  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  How  many  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  is  one,  the  old  man  there  and  his  son,  that  I  learned  had  been 
Ku-Kluxed.  • 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Which  one  ? 

Answer.  He  was  in  here  before  you.    He  came  here. 
Question.  Do  you  know  his  name  ? 
Answer.  I  forget  it. 
Question.  Was  it  Benjamin  ? 
Answer.  Basil  is  the  name  he  goes  by. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  The  same  one  who  was  before  us  yesterday  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  a  Horton,  a  son  of  the  old  gentleman,  named  James,  who  is 
dead  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  his  being  Ku-Kluxed  ? 

Answer.  It  seems  to  me  that  he  was  Ku-Kluxed,  and  that  I  learned  that  he  was ;  but 
I  will  not  be  sure. 

Question.  DicJ  you  understand  that  he  was  whipped  by  them,  and  died  not  long  after- 
ward ? 

Answer.  I  heard  of  his  •death  and  then  I  heard  of  his  being  whipped,  but  I  never  got 
into  the  particulars  of  it. 

Question.  He  died  while  his  father  was  a  refugee  out  of  the  country,  did  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Murphy,  the  radical  sheriff,  who  was  killed  in  1868  ? 

Answer.  In  Blount  County  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  There  has  been  no  man  murdered  of  that  name,  that  I  know  of.  I  can'i  calJ 
it  to  mind. 

Question.  Who  was  the  first  sheriff  appointed  after  your  State  was  reorganized  ? 
.Answer.  O,  yes,  I  recollect  now  well  enough ;  Murphy  was  killed.    I  knew  him  well 
I  remember  about  his  election.    He  was  killed  at  Summit. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer,  By  one  Mr.  Russell. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  was  killed  on  account  of  his  politics  ? 

Answ^\  The  controversy  was  about  politics  when  he  was  killed,  as  I  learn.  I  think 
it  was  before  the  election ;  I  will  not  be  sure — the  presidential  election ;  it  was  some- 
thing about  the  election. 

Question.  Can  you  recall  any  more  instances  now  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  could  go  back  in  Morgan  County  and  over  there  give  instances. 
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Question.  You  may  do  so. 

Answer.  The  organization  first  came  up  and  they  raided  on  Judge  Charlton. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  about  the  time  the  organization  first  grew  up  in  Morgan  County? 

Question.  What  did  they  do  to  him  ? 

Answei\  They  went  there  and  broke  down  his  door.  I  will  not  say  that  they  did 
break  down  his  door,  but  they  made  an  effort  to  do  so.  I  am  not  sure,  but  I  think 
they  did  break  it  down. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Where  was  Judge  Charlton  living  then  ? 

Answer.  At  Summer ville,  Morgan  County. 

Question.  Go  on  and  tell  about  it,  if  you  have  anything  more  to  say. 

Answer.  They  raided  in  on  him  there,  but  they  didn't  get  hold  of  him.  One  Bob 
Gardner  run  out  by  them  as  they  surrounded  the  house,  and  they  shot  at  him,  as  I 
learned.  Judge  Charlton's  son  was  in  the  room  and  shot  at  one  of  the  Ku-Klux  out  of 
the  window,  and  frightened  them.  He  shot  at  one,  and  they  said  that  he  died,  but  I 
never  ascertained.  It  has  been  reported  that  a  Ku-Klux  was  killed  there,  but  I  do  not 
know. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  the  accusation  against  Judge  Charlton  ? 

Answer.  Apparently,  Judge  Charlton  told  me,  it  was  because  he  was  taking  the  ground 
of  rcpublicau  policy  of  the  Government.  He  had  been  a  democrat  once  early  after  the 
war,  and  things  hadn't  shaped  themselves  to  suit  him.  That  is  just  what  he  told  rae, 
that  things  coming  up  did  not  suit  him  and  that  reconstruction  had  taken  place,  and 
he  was  in  favor  of  reconstruction  and  could  not  be  in  favor  of  it  without  being  a 
republican,  and  was  bound  to  abandon  the  democratic  party ;  that  was  the  cause. 

Question.  And  this  was  the  method  they  took  to  convert  him? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  told  me  they  were  trying  to  bring  him  back  into  their  ranks. 

Question.  Give  any  other  case  in  Morgan  County  that  occurs  to  you. 

Answer.  In  Morgan  County  it  did  not  seem  to  exist  very  long.  It  seemed  that  the 
disguisers  were  rather  disorganized  and  quit  after  that. 

[The  committee  took  a  recess  a  1.30  p.  m.  of  one  hour  for  dinner.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Since  the  recess,  have  you  recalled  any  other  instances  of  outrage  upon 
Union  men  ? 

Answer.  I  have  thought  of  one  or  two.  There  are  several  more,  if  I  could  draw  them 
to  mind.  There  are  a  great  many  of  them.  There  was  an  outrage  committed  on  an 
old  colored  man  down  at  Summit.    I  think  his  name  was  Jack. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  it  ? 

Answer.  All  I  could  learn  about  it  was  that  he  had  sickness  in  his  family  or  something, 
and  had  a  difficulty  with  the  doctor  there  that  doctored  his  family.  The  doctor  wanted 
him  to  pay,  or  something  of  that  nature,  and  I  don't  know  whether  the  old  colored 
man  refused  to  pay  him  or  not,  but  probably  he  didn't  pay  him  as  soon  as  he  wanted, 
anil  this  crowd  went  there  and  collected  the  doctor's  bill  for  him. 

Question.  Were  the  men  disguised  that  visited  this  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  learned. 

Question.  Their  object  was  to  compel  him  to  pay  the  doctor's  bill  ? 

Ansiver.  It  seemed  so. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  with  him  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  they  did  anything  more  than  to  make  him  pay  the  bill. 

Question.  How  many  visited  him  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  what  number. 

Question.  Is  that  an  ordinary  method  of  collecting  dues  in  Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  not  often  the  case.  There  are  some  instances  of  it.  They  do  it 
frequently,  frequently,  I  would  say. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  instance  you  recall  ? 

Answer.  Well,  if  you  go  away  back  to  the  time  they  first  came  in  there  and  all,  I 
don't  know  when  I  would  get  through,  they  would  occur  so  frequently  to  my  mind. 
Going  away  back,  I  would  recollect  a  great  many,  and  a  great  many  1  would  not  think  of. 

Question.  From  first  to  last,  how  many  outrages  do  you  think  have  been  committed 
by  men  in  disguise  upon  peaceable  citizens  in  that  region  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  no  idea ;  there  are  so  many  I  could  not  hardly  guess.  It  has  been  so 
frequently  the  case  ever  since  they  have  been  organized,  that  there  has  heeu  an  out- 
rage committed  every  week  since  they  have  been  in  existence  in  the  country. 

Question.  Would  you  think  as  many  as  one  or  two  hundred  cases  have  occurred  ? 

Answer.  1  expect  there  have  in  my  own  knowledge,  if  I  could  think  of  them. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  I  see  that  Mr.  Lakin  states  in  his  testimony,  page  134,  that  there  have  been 
seventy-one  outrages  in  that  county  within  his  knowledge  and  information. 

Answer.  I  would  suppose  he  was  correct.  They  became  so  numerous  I  just  quit 
keeping  account,  and  didn't  pay  attention  or  notice. 

Question.  You  think  that  many  have  been  committed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  that  many  have  been  committed  in  Blount  County. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  many  of  the  men  concerned  in  committing  these  outrages  have  ever 
been  brought  to  justice,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  extends  ? 

Answer.  In  Blount  County  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  There  has  never  been  any  one,  so  far  as  I  have  any  knowledge  of. 

Question.  Have  no  prosecutions  been  instituted  ? 

Answer.  Not  unless  there  is  one  in  jail  now.  That  is  all  the  one  I  have  ever  known 
of  being  put  in  jail  for  outrages. 

Question.  Is  that  a  late  occurrence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  right  late. 

Question.  With  that  exception,  there  are  no  other  prosecutions  that  you  have  ever 
heard  of? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none  that  I  have  heard  of.  There  was  an  outrage  committed  upon 
one  Ketchum  that  was  in  jail,  and  taken  out  and  hung. 

Question.  What  was  his  offense  ? 

A^iswer.  He  had  been  accused  of  killing  a  man  with  a  knife  there  in  Blountsville. 
That  was  my  understanding. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  he  taken  out  by  disguised  men? 

Ansiver.  By  disguised  men.  The  disguised  men  went  there  the  night  before  and 
demanded  the  key  of  the  sheriff  and  he  would  not  give  it  up,  and  they  told  him,  as 
far  as  I  can  recollect,  that  they  would  be  back  the  next  night  and  he  must  be  out  of 
the  way  ;  and  the  next  night  they  went  back  and  took  him  out  and  hung  him.  That 
is  the  way  I  learned  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  By  what  general  name  are  these  bands  of  disguised  men  who  commit  these 
outrages  generally  known  ? 

Answer.  They  are  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  how  strong  they  are  in  Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  would  suppose  that  every  young  fellow — now  that  is  my  imagi- 
nation of  it,  not  that  I  know  it — that  every  young  fellow  who  is  in  favor  of  the  rebel 
cause  in  the  late  rebellion 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Of  what  ? 

Answer.  Of  the  rebel  cause  in  the  late  rebellion  in  the  contest  with  the  United  States, 
belongs  to  that  Klan,  as  well  as  I  can  find  out. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  the  elderly  people  approve  or  disapprove  of  these  proceedings  ? 

Ansiver.  They  did  at  the  early  organization  of  it,  when  it  first  came  into  organization. 

Question.  Did  what  ? 

Answer.  They  approved  it ;  the  older  ones  of  what  we  call  the  secesh  party. 

Question.  Has  this  organization  been  too  strong  for  the  law  to  deal  with  it  in  your 
county  ? 

Answer.  It  has  been  so  strong,  apparently,  that  the  law  has  not  dealt  with  it.  I 
have  talked  witb  the  officials  of  the  county,  with  the  sheriff,  and  I  have  talked  v/ith 
the  justices  of  the  peace  about  these  things,  and  they  have  told  me  they  are  afraid  to 
execute  anything  against  disguised  men.  I  have  asked  them  frequently  why  they 
don't  enforce  the  law,  and  they  have  told  me  they  were  afraid ;  even  afraid  to  issue 
warrants. 

Question.  Do  you  think  a  grand  or  petit  jury  could  be  empanneled  in  that  county 
without  one  or  more  Ku-Klux  being  on  it  ? 

Answer.  From  the  circumstances  now,  or  the  circumstances  existing*  heretofore,  I 
don't  think  they  could.  Under  the  circumstances  existing  heretofore  I  don't  think 
they  could. 

Question.  What  difference  is  there  in  the  present  circumstances  ? 

Answ&r.  There  is  a  committee,  and  it  ruight  have  changed. 

Question.  What  committee  ? 

Answer.  The  committee  composed  at  Washington,  and  here  this  sub-committee.    It 
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has  made  a  miglity  change  since  that  has  been  sitting.  It  has  had  its  effects  over 
there  already. 

Question.  Are  they  afraid  their  misdeeds  will  he  brought  to  light  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  looking  for  punishment  ? 

Answer.  They  are  looking  for  it,  sir,  as  much  as  I  can  find  out. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  any  churches  or  school-houses  being  burned  by  these 
disguis(*l  men  ? 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  say  that  I  know  of  any  burned  by  disguisers.  I  think  there 
were  two  or  three  burned  of  what  we  call  the  loyal  Methodist  CJhurch,  the  old  Meth- 
Ddist  Church.  There  were  two  or  three  burned,  but  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  by 
disguisers  or  not.    They  were  burned,  and  nobody  knows  who  by. 

Question.  What  was  the  general  supposition  as  to  the  men  who  burned  them  ? 

Answer.  It  was  generally  supposed  it  was  these  Klans  that  did  it— one  or  two  or 
three  of  them  that  did  it ;  that  is  the  general  supposition. 

Question.  Are  your  free  schools  taught  in  these  churches  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  whenever  there  is  any  money  in  the  treasury  to  pay  teachers ; 
sometimes  they  have  little  schools  for  two  or  three  months. 

Question.  Is  there  opposition  to  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  free  schools  in 
Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  no  opposition. 

Question.  Why,,  then,  were  those  churches  burned? 

Answer.  All  the  reason  I  could  ever  assign  was  because  they  were  composed  of  loyal 
characters  to  the  Government — those  that  belonged  to  it. 

Question.  Are  there  any  colored  schools  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  There  is  not  one  in  my  county  that  I  know  of.  There  may  be  some  in 
Blount  County  that  I  do  not  know  of. 

Question.  Do  you  think  a  colored  school  could  be  maintained  in  Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  It  would  be  very  doubtful.  It  would  be  owing  to  what  portion  of  the 
county  it  was  located  in.  In  some  portions  of  the  county  it  would  get  on  very  well ; 
in  others  it  would  be  broken  up,  I  suppose. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Have  any  been  broken  up  ? 

Answer.  There  has  not  been  any  tried  to  be  organized  to  my  knowledge,  no  colored 
schools  that  I  know  of ;  there  may  be  some. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  the  general  sentiment  in  your  county  as  to  the  education  of  the 
colored  people  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  sentiment  is  not,  generally  speaking,  in  favor  of  educating  them. 
By  one  party  it  is,  but  by  the  other  it  is  not. 

Question.  Which  party  favors  the  education  of  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  The  republican  x^arty  favors  that,  and  a  portion  of  the  democracy  does ;  but 
generally  speaking  the  democracy  don't. 

Question.  What  objection  do  they  make  to  their  education  ? 

Answer.  About  all  I  know  is  that  the  negroes  are  a  fit  subject  for  slaves,  and  that  is 
all  they  ought  to  be,  and  to  teach  him  you  couldn't  make  nothing  out  of  the  negro. 
That  is  about  all  the  reason  I  could  hear  assigned. 

Question.  Are  the  democrats  of  your  county  in  favor  of  the  fifteenth  amendment, 
making  the  negroes  voters  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  I  never  heard  one  say  he  was.  I  have  talked  with  a  great  many 
of  them. 

Question.  Are  they  in  favor  of  getting  rid  of  that  amendment  if  they  can  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir  ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  in  favor  of  the  negro  exercising  tjie  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
white  race  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  they  are  not  in  favor  of  it. 

Question.  Are  they  in  favor  of  the  negroes  testifying  in  courts  of  justice  pr  sitting 
upon  juries? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  one  say  that  he  was. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  them  say  they  were  opposed  to  that  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  frequently  it  is  the  case. 

Question.  Is  that  generally  the  case  ? 

Ansiver.  It  is  generally  the  case  where  you  have  a  conversation  with  them  upon  polit- 
ical matters  any  way,  that  they  bring  the  negro  upon  you— they  do  with  me  when  I 
converse  with  them — and  his  ignorance,  and  all  those  thiags. 

Question.  Are  the  democrats  of  that  county  fn  favor  of  re-enslaving  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  it  since  the  rebellion.    I  don't  know  that  I  have  heard  them 


.make  that  expression  that  they  are  in  favor  of  that.  C^  r\ 
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Question.  Is  there  any  democratic  paper  published  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  nor  of  any  kind. 

Question.  What  papers  are  generally  taken  there  by  the  democrats  ? 

Answer.  I  really  don't  know  j  they  take  different  papers.  I  reckon  they  take  demo- 
cratic papers — a  democrat  does.  I  know  there  is  none,  to  my  knowledge,  at  my  office. 
I  know  of  one  that  takes  Figures'  paper,  that  lives  out  there.  I  take  Figures'  paper 
myself,  and  I  know  one  democrat  that  takes  it.  I  generally  find  some  democrat  read- 
ing my  paper  there  when  I  go  to  get  it. 

Question.  Are  newspapers,  as  a  general  thing,  taken  and  read  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yes^  sir ;  they  generally  take  papers,  all  that  want  to. 

Question.  Do  the  democratic  papers  of  the  State,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  extends, 
give  accounts  of  those  outrages  committed  by  men  in  disguise? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  have  not  read  them  no  great  deal.  My  eyes  have  been  sore 
for  a  long  time,  so  that  I  can't  see  more  than  to  read  Figures'  paper  here  once  a  week. 
I  never  read  of  it,  and  never  hear  the  democrats  speak  or  talk  about  any  outrages 
committed.  I  can  read  of  things  in  my  paper,  and  then  go  about  the  neighborhood 
and  not  hear  them  speak  about  them. 

Question.  Do  you.  think  it  is  their  policy  to  prevent  such  news  getting  abroad  ? 

Answer.  It  has  that  bearing.  I  have  thought  so,  that  they  would  rather  that  would 
not  be  circulated  around. 

Question.  Where  men  have  been  whipped,  have  they  not  generally  been  told  that  if 
they  reported  it  they  would  be  whipped  again  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  frequently  the  case.  When  they  abuse  them  they  tell  them 
to  keep  that  to  themselves,  a^d  that  if  they  tell  it  they  will  abuse  them  again. 

By  Mr  Buckley  : 

Question.  From  what  you  know  of  Blount  County,  do  you  think  a  republican  would 
be  safe  in  publicly  advocating  his  cause  in  that  county  ? 
Answer.  It  would  be  pretty  much  owing  to  who  he  was. 

By  the  Chairman^: 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ? 

Answer.  There  are  a  great  many  men,  and  different  circumstances,  you  know.  If  a 
man  was  a  wealthy  man,  a  property  man,  with  a  heap  of  friends  about,  he  could  speak 
what  he  thought. 

Question.  Suppose  a  republican  from  an  adjoining  county,  or  some  other  part  of  the 
State,  a  stranger  to  your  county,  should  go  there  to  make  a  republican  speech,  could  he 
doit? 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  he  would  be  protected  by  us.  I  believe  he  would  now.  The  time 
has  been  when  I  think  it  would  have  been  very  critical  for  him  to  do  it.  I  believe  he 
would  be  permitted  now  to  do  so. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  white  men  to  abstain  from  voting  from  fear  or  intim- 
idation, or  to  avoid  the  notice  of  these  Klans  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  I  have. 

Question.  They  would  keep  away  from  the  polls  ? 

Answer.  They  would  keep  away  from  fear  of  outrage  being  made  on  them  at  some 
time.  They  thought  the  thing  would  come  up  and  they  would  have  to  suffer  from  it.  I 
think  a  great  many  have  staid  away  from  the  polls  on  that  account. 

Question.  Are  you  speaking  of  republican  white  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  some  men  on  the  grand  jury  from  your  part  of  Blount  County. 
What  grand  jury  ? 

Answer.  The  grand  jury  here  at  this  place. 

Question.  When  ? 

Answer.  In  November,  1869. 

Question.  Were  you  a  member  of  that  grand  jury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  attempt  was  made  to  indict  those  parties  com- 
mitting outrages  at  that  time  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir,  there  was  an  attempt  made  under  the  civil  rights  bill,  as  we  thought, 
under  the  charge  of  the  judge. 

Question.  How  many  indictments  were  found  during  that  session  of  the  grand  jury 
of  which  you  were  a  member. 

Antwer.  I  really  cannot  say  how  many  but  it  was  a  good  many — twenty-five  or 
thirty  probably.    I  expect  there  were  that  many  bills  found. 

Question.  Was  Judge  Charlton  a  foreman  of  that  jury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  the  foreman. 

Question.  He  was  since  killed,  was  he  not  ? 
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Afisiccr.  Yes,  sir  ;  at  Decatur. 

Question.  You  told  the  committee,  I  believe,  that  there  were  not  many  Ku-Klux  in 
your  portion  of  the  county,  the  mountain  portion  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  Morgan  County,  next  to  me  there  are.  Between  me  and  Sum- 
merville  I  don't  think  there  is  any  raiding  in  there ;  I  dont  think  there  is  any  in  there  ,• 
I  have  not  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you,  citizens  of  your  part  of  Blount  and  of  Morgan  county,  ever 
taken  any  steps  to  prevent  raids  b^ing  made  through  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  they  have  an  organization  made  against  the  Ku-Klux — in  opposi- 
tion to  them. 

Question.  Who  composed  that  ? 

Answer.  Loyal  men — men  for  the  Government — what  we  term  Union  men. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  ? 

Answer.  I  will  just  state  that  all  through  and  through^  if  you  will  be  patient,  all  of 
you. 

Question:  State  it  in  your  own  way. 

Answer.  There  was  an  organization  of  what  we  call  the  anti-Ku-Klux.  There  were 
Ku-Klux  and  anti-Ku-Klux.  The  Ku-Klux  run  in  on  Judge  Charlton,  as  I  have  told 
you.  I  think  I  told  you  what  for,  probably,  and  he  came  out  to  my  house,  knowing  I 
had  a  good  deal  of  influence,  or  thinking  so,  anyway,  with  the  Union  boys  who  belonged 
to  the  Federal  Army,  and  all  who  held  that  way.  He  came  out  there  and  told  me  his 
circumstances  and  how  he  was  fixed;  that  these  disguises  had  been  on  him,  and  all 
these  things,  and  had  run  him  oiF,  and  were  going  to  kill  him,  &c.,  and  he  suggested 
the  idea  to  me  to  organize  against  them,  to  get  up  an  organization  against  them.  Well, 
I  put  him  off;  as  he  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  rebel  side,  the  other  side,  the  democracy, 
I  didn't  know  but  what  he  was  coming  out  to  play  some  trick  on  me.  I  live  in  the  moun- 
tains. He  went  off.  I  told  him  to  come  back  again ;  that  I  would  study  on  it.  He  came 
back,  and  we  agreed,  I  and  him,  that  we  would  get  up  an  organization  for  our  self-defense 
and  all  of  our  sort  that  would  join  it,  and  to  protect  all  good,  loyal,  peaceable  citizens  who 
would  behave  themselves,  &c.,  against  the  Klan.  We  went  to  work  and  did  so.  We 
had  regular  meetings  in  the  day-time  in  Blount  County  ;  we  organized,  &c.  I  dou't 
remember  now  how  many  men  we  organized.  He  had  a  good  many  organized  men  over 
in  his  county  and  I  in  mine.  We  got  a  considerable  organization  up,  probably  a  hundred 
men,  in  Blount  County.  Well,  he  got  good  men  in  his.  All  that  time  the  Ku-Klux 
was  riding ;  they  would  send  him  in  notices ;  the  chief  Cyclops,  &c.,  would  write  him 
letters,  and  all  these  things.  I  suppose  his  wife  has  the  letters  now  that  he  received 
from  them.  He  read  them  to  me,  from  the  Magi  written  to  him.  I  saw  the  letters ; 
they  kept  outraging  and  threatening  him.  They  came  out  on  the  mountain  where  I 
lived,  and  whipped  a  man  there  near-me.  That  is  another  case  I  missed.  It  is  within 
about  three  miles  of  me.  There  they  whipped  a  neighbor  of  mine.  The  threat  was 
hung  out ;  the  neighbors  in  favor  of  the  Ku-Klux  around  there  would  come  and  tell  me 
they  feared  I  was  in  danger  and  I  would  have  to  get  farther  ;  they  would  brag  about  it, 
and  all  these  things ;  that  I  had  had  the  day  long  enough ;  that  I  had  been  in  the  Federal 
service  and  come  out  conqueror,  and  all  these  things,  and  that  I  had  been  organizing  the 
Union  League,  &c.,  in  there,  and  taking  the  day,  and  I  would  have  to  get  farther.  From 
that  I  got  our  organization  up,  and  Judge  Charlton  came  out  to  my  house  and  sug- 
gested to  me  that  we  should  make  a  raid  on  them.  There  was  in  Charlton's  organiza- 
tion Robert  Gardner  and  his  nephex^,  Polk  Mackinear,and  Samuel  Francis,  and,  I  think, 
a  few  more  that  Charlton  organized.  He  drcAV  them  out  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  a  Ku- 
Klux  organization,  into  his  organization,  and  there  they  revealed  the  whole  organiza- 
tion to  Judge  Charlton.  Then  we  knew  who  were  Ku-Klux  in  Morgan  County,  and  we 
knew  exactly  who  to  go  to,  from  their  report.  One  night  we  met  at  the  brink  of  the 
mountain,  about  forty  of  us,  I  think,  mounted,  and  went  to  these  Ku-Klux  fellows, 
young  fellows,  and  called  them  out,  and  if  they  were  not  at  home,  we  called  their 
parents  out,  and  told  them  that  they  were  Ku-Klux  and  their  sons  were  Ku-Klux,  and 
they  had  been  going  over  the  country  harassing  the  country,  whipping  and  abusing 
the  people,  and  all  these  things ;  and  that  the  quiet,  peaceable  citizens  wanted  to  live 
in  peace  with  everybody.  I  headed  the  command  myself,  and  did  the  talking  to  them 
myself.  I  told  them  I  wanted  them  to  quit  it,  and  they  had  to  do  it,  or  if  they  kept  it 
up  and  rode  any  more  in  that  country  upon  loyal  people,  or  anybody  who  was  good 
citizens,  they  would  hear  from  us  ;  we  would  not  bear  it ;  we  knew  they  were  going  to 
outrage  us,  and  take  the  country  by  storm,  and  we  didn't  intend  to  suffer  it.  We  went 
down  to  Summerville,  and  called  out  some  even  in  Summerville,  twenty-five  miles  from 
where  I  lived,  and  disbanded  and  came  back  home.  I  think  the  next  Saturday  night 
we  went  up  in  the  upper  region  in  this  direction  in  Morgan  County,  and  there  told  some 
more.  A  Ku-Klux  Cyclops,  we  called  him  out  and  told  him  that  he  must  stay  at  home 
andfnot  war  on  the  people  any  more,  and  we  must  have  peace  ;  and  if  he  undertook  to 
carry  out  his  Ku-Kluxing,  that  he  might  look  for  a  storm  to  come  on  him.  By  this  means 
we  gave  them  a  scare  in  Morgan  County  next  t6  me,  and  the  next  day  they  gathered 
apparently,  and  signed  up  a  petition  to  us  that  they  would  disband  and  not  go  in  dis- 
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guise  any  more  if  we  would  let  them  alone.  We  accepted  it,  and  told  them  we  would 
not  interrupt  them  any  more  if  they  ^y^ould  quit.  That  is  all  we  asked,  to  let  us  alone 
and  let  everybody  else  alone ;  be  all  bobishelly  fellows — that  is  a  kind  of  by- word — 
and  all  get  along  right.    We  did  so,  and  there  has  been  no  disguising  in  there  sincp- 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  About  how  long  ago  was  this  ? 
Answer.  It  has  been  this  fall  two  years  ago. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  The  Ku-Klux  had  been  riding  through  the  country  then  for  years  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  your  organization  an  open  one  ? 

Aiiswer.  Yes,  sir,  anybody  could  know  it  that  wanted  to. 

Question.  You  put  on  no  disguises  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  no  disguises. 

Question.  You  just  rode  around  and  notified  those  people  that  you  wanted  peace  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  a  large  petition  ? 

Answer.  A  very  large  one.  Judge  Charlton  kept  it,  and  I  suppose  his  wife  has  it 
yet.. 

Question.  Since  then  you  have  had  no  riding  of  Ku-Klux  in  your  portion  of  Blount 
County  or  in  Morgan  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  after  this  some  little  time  that  Judge  Charlton  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  killed  at  Decatur  awhile  after  he  was  foreman  of  the  United 
States  grand  jury  at  this  place. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  killed  Judge  Charlton  ? 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  don^t  know. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  he  killed  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  night,  going  from  the  railroad  depot  to  Captain  Hines^s  place. 
Question.  In  Decatur? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Was  he  a  State  senator  at  the  time  ? 

Answei\  He  had  formerly  been  judge  of  probate.  He  didn't  hold  any  position  a^  that 
time. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  distinction  in  Morgan  County,  was  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  very  popular  man  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  a  very  popular«man,  and  beliked  by  almost  everybody.  He  was  the 
chief  man  in  the  democracy  before  he  quit  it,  and  seemed  to  be  loved  by  everybody  ; 
they  seemed  to  all  like  him. 

Question.  Through  this  whole  part  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  the  fact  as  to  negroes  having  been  disarmed  through  your  part  of 
the  country? 

Answer.  They  have  had  their  guns  and  arms  taken  and  broken  up ;  I  have  noticed 
some  instances  of  that. 

Question.  Was  that  done  by  these  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  generally  by  disguisers  j  altogether,  as  far  as  I  know ;  disguisers 
frequently  do  that. 

Question.  Have  they  been  treated  fairly,  as  to  their  wages,  where  they  have  worked 
for  white  men  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  as  far  as  I  know,  they  have.  I  don't  know  of  any  colored  man  in  my 
country  over  there  that  is  making  any  property  in  anyway,  or  gaining  much.  I  would 
imagine  his  wages  was  v^ry  short,  and  his  income  was  very  scarce.  Th^  generally 
are  apparently  prostrated  down  and  impoverished.    They  generally  seem  to  be  so. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  it  was  in  Noveniber,  1869,  that  you  were  a  member 
of  the  grand  j  ury  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  was  in  that  month. 

Question,  Judge  Charlton  was  foreman  of  that  grand  jury  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  quite  active  in  bringing  criminals  to  punishment  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ,•  quite  active. 

Question.  A  large  number  of  witnesses  were  summoned  before  that  grand  jury  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  were. 

Question.  Was  it  soon  after  that  grand  jury  that  Judge  Charlton  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  soon  afterward ;  he  had  gone  down  from  here  to  Decatur.  At  night, 
when  he  went  to  leave,  I  and  him  had  an  idea  that  they  would  take  us  behind  the 
bush  in  that  way  and  assassinate  us.  I  believed  they  would  try  to  do  so.  I  talked 
with  him,  and  advised  him  to  go  down  on  the  freight  train,  he  and  Mr.  G-ardner,  who 
had  been  up  here  as  a  witness. 

Question.  This  same  Mr.  Gardner  who  had  left  the  Ku-Klux  and  joined  the  anti-Ku- 
Klux  organisation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  here  as  a  witness,  and  was  going  down  to  Decatur  with  the 
judge.  I  went  and  begged  him  not  to  go  down  on  the  regular  train,  but  to  go  down 
on  the  freight  train.  I  believed  that  was  a  bad  place,  and  if  they  had  any  idea  of  as- 
sassinating him,  that  would  be  the  place  they  would  do  it.  He  did  it ;  he  went  down 
on  the  freight  train,  and  went  on  home.  The  reason  I  believed  something  was  up  was, 
Mr.  Wells,  who  had  formerly  had  a  difficulty  with  Mr.  Gardner,  at  Decatur,  and  shot 
him,  had  tried  to  shoot  Mr.  Gardner  as  he  came  on  up  here.  We  rather  drew  the  idea 
that  they  were  making  preparations  down  there  for  assassination  or  something  else, 
and  I  advised  them  to  go  down  on  the  freight  train,  and  they  went  down  on  it. 

Question.  Did  the  freight  train  arrive  at  Decatur  in  the  day  or  night  time  ? 

Answer.  In  the  night-time  ;  he  took  that  to  screen  him  from  what  he  thought  might 
arise ;  that  if  they  were  looking  for  him  to  assassinate  him,  they  would  not  look  upon 
that  train  for  him. 

Question.  How  long  after  that  time  was  it  that  the  judge  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  Then  he  went  home,  maybe  three  or  four  weeks,  and  he  went  to  Louisville, 
to  lay  in  some  goods,  and  as  he  came  down  on  the  regular  train  he  was  assassinated. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  it  generally  supposed  that  he  was  assassinated  by  the  Ku-Klux  f 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  by  that  party,  the  Ku-KIux  party ;  that  is  supposed. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  Octoler  11, 1871. 
NICHOLAS  DAVIS  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  was  summoned  at  the  instance  of  the  minority. 
General  Blair  may  proceed  with  Mr.  Davis's  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Will  you  please  tell  the  committee  how  long  you  have  lived  here,  and  the 
profession  you  follow  ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  in  this  State,  in  Limestone  County;  I  have  lived  here  for  forty- 
five  years. 

Question.  What  profession  have  you  followed  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  lawyer,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  practiced  law  in  and  around  the  neighborhood  of  this  city  for 
any  length  of  time  ? 

Answer.  For  the  last  fifteen  years. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  Mr.  Davis,  what  are  your  political  relations. 

Answer.  My  first  political  relations  were  those  of  a  whig ;  in  1854  I  was  a  Henry  Clay 
whig. 

Question.  I  speak  more  in  reference  to  the  present  attitude  of  affairs,  Mr.  Diivis. 

Answer.  In  1851 1  was  a  whig ;  in  1861 1  was  a  Douglas  man,  opposed  to  secession. 
I  wish  you  gentlemen  would  direct  your  questions  so  that  it  would  make  it  all  appear. 

Question.  Well,  sir,  I  will  be  very  glad  to  have  you  state,  generally,  what  parties  you 
have  affiliated  with,  and  what  party  you  now  af&liate  with. 

Answer.  I  h^ve  always  been  associated  with  the  republican  party. 

Question.  Since  the  war  ? 

A7isiver.  Yes,  sir ;  since  the  war. 

Question.  You  are  in  favor  of  the  reconstruction  policy  of  the  Government  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  in'  favor  of  the  reconstruction  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  time  of  Lee  and  Johnson's  surrender  up  to  the  present  time. 

Question.  Well,  sir,  this  committee,  as  you  know,  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  inquir- 
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ing  into  tlie  condition  of  the  country  at  present,  and  I  wish  you  to  state  to  the 
committee,  as  briefly  as  possible,  what  you  consider  the  present  condition  of  affairs  in 
this  part  of  the  State. 

Answer.  At  i)resent,  I  can  only  state  it,  to  state  it  fairly,  by  stating  what  it  has  been. 

Question.  Well,  sir,  take  your  own  method  of  statement. 

Ansiver.  In  1868, 1  think  that  the  condition  of  this  country  was  exceedingly  wrong, 
and  there  was  an  organization  here  that  was  called  the  Ku-Klux  organization ;  that 
was,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  bad  organization.  Since  then,  I  think,  public  sentiment 
has  tried  to  correct  itself,  and  now,  that  it  is  all  right ;  they  are  trying  their  very  best 
to  establish  law  and  order  in  this  community.  That  has  been  wrought  by  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress,  and  by  several  other  things  that  you  gentlemen  must  examine  me 
hereafter  about.  In  1868,  there  was  a  Ku-Klux  organization  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
a  wrong — you  will  allow  me  to  express  my  opinion — a  wrong  and  a  very  bad  organi- 
zation, provoked,  though,  by  something,  which,  I  suppose,  will  be  afterward  brought 
out — a  very  bad  organization,  but  it  corrected  itself.  Its  very  outrages  corrected  it. 
Since  then — since  1868 — traveling  along  until  1869,  they  have  changed  their  minds,  and 
what  you  call  the  democratic  party — which  means  the  white  people  of  this  country — 
the  white  people  of  this  country  have  determined  to  put  that  down,  to  establish  law 
and  order,  and,  at  the  present  time,  I  don't  think  that  any  man  would  be  safe  in  any 
part  of  North  Alabama  in  daring  to  put  on  the  vile  Ku-Klux  organization  or  its  image. 
That  is  what  I  think,  and  what  I  say,  and  what  I  know  to  be  the  truth. 

Question.  You  say,  that  although  this  organization  was  a  very  improper  one,  it  was 
provoked  by  the  action  or  conduct  of  other  parties.  In  what  consisted  that  provoca- 
tion, Mr.  Davis  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  provoked — while  I  will  not  say  that  the  provocation  was  ade- 
quate—at the  same  time  I  think  it  was  provoked  ;  there  were  secret  meetings  held,  by 
what  was  called  the  Loyal  League — a  parcel  of  negroes  and  a  parcel  of  men  that  came 
here  from  the  North ;  not  gentlemen ;  uneducated,  low-flung,  and  mean  men,  that 
prompted  them,  that  went  into  secret  org^anizations  with  them  ;  they  provoked  it  in  j)art ; 
but  they  did  more  than  that,  they  provoked  it  publicly.  It  is  impossible  for  any  man, 
now  recurring  to  two  years  ago,  to  go  further  than  to  say  this.  Sir,  the  officer  that  is 
below  you  here  took  a  carpet-bag — we  had  a  way  of  saying  about  these  fellows  that 
oppressed  us  that  they  were  "  carpet-baggers ; "  it  has  got  to  be  a  name  that  is  national, 
it  is  national— he  went  once  here,  right  in  front  of  this  whole  community,  and  put  a 
carpet-bag  between  his  legs — the  present  probate  judge  that  sits,  Mr.  Senator  Pratt, 
that  sits  beneath  us  now — put  a  carpet-bag  between  his  legs,  and  held  it  in  front  before 
the  whole  community.  That  was  a  provocation.  I  don't  say  it  authorized  what  they 
did,  because  they  did  act  outrageous,  but  the  other  side  acted  outrageous  too.  That  is 
what  he  did,  the  present  probate  judge. 

Question.  Under  what  circumstances  did  he  do  that  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  man  named  Fury,  an  editor  of  a  paper  in  Cincinnati,  came  here 
to  make  a  speech,  and  made  a  speech  in  this  court-room,  and  as  a  matter  of  course 
somebody  had  to  reply  to  him.  Judge  Tate  and  myself  were  the  men  asked  to  reply 
to  him.  We  went  to  reply  to  him,  and  the  present  probate  judge  of  this  county  took 
a  carpet-bag  and  went  and  stuck  it  right  in  the  face  of  the  whole  community,  right 
between  his  legs,  and  held  it  there — an  insignia  of  an  insult  to  the  wnole  community, 
and  it  took  everything  we  could  do  to  keep  the  community  from  getting  after  him. 
That  was  a  provocation.  I  don't  propose  to  justify  the  Ku-Klux.  I  think  it  was.  an 
outrageous,  foolish,  miserable,  and  fool  organization,  but  it  has  played  out. 

Question.  Was  the  probate  judge  himself  a  carpet-bagger  ? 

Answ€ft\  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  sits  right  beneath  you  now. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  that  his  action  was  intended,  sitting  with  that  carpet-bag 
in  front  of  the  assembled  people,  to  insult  them  ? 

Answer.  I  would  rather  prefer  that  the  probate  judge  himself,  being  so  close  to  you 
himself,  might  answer  that  question.  He  was  not  traveling  anywhere ;  he  was  not 
going  anywhere ;  he  took  his  carpet-bag  and  set  it  between  his  legs,  and  defied  the 
public  sentiment  of  this  community  in  1868.  While  I  want  you  to  put  down  that 
carefully,  certainly  that  don't  justify  no  Ku-Klux  organization.  I  think  that  was  an 
outrageous,  illegal,  vile,  and  murderous  organization.  It  has  done  played  out  and 
gone,  which  everybody  knows  that  has  got  any  sense. 

Question.  Mr.  Davis,  how  did  this  Judge  Douglass  become  probate  judge  here  ? 

Answer.  By  the  legislation  of  Congress  ;  by  the  legislation  of  Congress.  You  under- 
stand, you  members  of  Congress,  that  we  were  told  that  we  must  either  vote  or  keep 
away  from  the  polls,  and  we  kept  away  from  the  polls,  which  I  think  was  a  very  in- 
discreet and  a  very  improper  thing ;  very  improper.  But  it  was  done  by  Lewis  E. 
Papons ;  he  was  the  man  that  did  that.  We  kept  away  from  the  i)olls.  There  would 
never  have  been  any  such  men  elected  but  for  that.  While  I  tell  you  that  the  present 
probate  judge  has  done  his  duty  as  an  officer  since  then— he  has  gone  all  through  this 
county  J  through  its  nooks  and  corners,  and  everything  else — that  carpet-bagger  has 
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done,  tried  to  do,  his  duty ;  and  as  an  honest  man,  and  a  southern  man,  I  am  bound  to 
say  that. 

Question.  You  say  he  was  not  elected  by  the  people  of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  imposed  upon  us  by  Congress,  and  then  we  hate  him  simply 
on  that  account;  but  because  the  fellow  has  done  his  duty  since,  we  sort  ^o  like  him 
because  he  is  a  better  officer  than  we  had  before,  even  if  he  is  a  miserable  stinking 
carpet-bagger,  which  we  despite. 

Question.  That  does  not  give  him  any  privilege  though  to  insult  the  community  ? 

Answer,  He  admits  himself  that  he  did  take  the  carpet-bag  and  set  it  in  front  of  the 
democratic — no,  sir,  not  a  democratic,  for  democratic  means  the  white  people  of  this 
country — but  he  did  do  that,  and  the  inference  ought  to  be  drawn  from  asking  the  pro- 
bate judge  ;  from  asking  the  probate  judge.  He  did  take  a  carpet-bag  and  sit  there, 
while  he  knew  that  these  men  were  being  denounced  for  an  imposition  of  that  sort. 
He  did  do  it,  and  he  pointed  out  but  yesterday  the  place  that  he  sat  it ;  and  even  if 
the  fellow  has  acted  honestly  afterward,  (we  must  not  do  him  the  injustice  to  say  he 
has  been  dishonest;)  but  he  did  that.  I  deny  him  everything  in  the  world  except  the 
mere  fact  of  personal  courage;  that  was  a  brave,  infamous,  insulting,  outrageous 
thing ;  outrageous  ;  it  was  outrageous. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Shapard,  from  Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  What  is  his  character  ? 

Answer.  Very  bad. 

Question.  In  what  respect  ? 

Answer.  In  every  respect. 

Question.  Is  he  a  truthful  man  ? 

Answer.  I  wouldn't  believe  him  on  oath. 

Question.  Do  you  know  him  well  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  very  well :  know  he  procures  money  upon  false  pretenses. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  fact  as  to  that  ? 

Answe)\  I  do. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  about  that. 

Answer.  I  know  that  upon  one  occasion,  here  in  the  town  of  Huntsville,  that  he  repre- 
sented to  General  Burke  that  Colonel  Davis  owed  him  some  money  which  Colonel  Davis 
didn't  owe  him,  founded  upon  the  mere  fact  that  I  had  told  him  I  was  going  down  in 
the  country,  and  he  procured  the  five  dollars  from  him  upon  an  utter  and  complete 
false  pretense ;  that  he  is  utterly  unworthy  of  belief  in  any  sort  of  respect,  and  in  no 
way  to  be  trusted  by  anybody  that  is  a  gentleman,  and  I  will  swear  to  that.  I  left 
him  out  at  the  door  just  now. 

Question.  I  asked  him  the  question  this  morning,  and  he  stated  here  that  that  money 
was  given  to  him  by  Colonel  Burke,  or  loaned  to  him  by  Burke,  in  consideration  of 
services  rendered  in  the  political  canvass  in  aid  of  Colonel  Burke's  election. 

Answer.  My  answer  to  that  is  that  he  lied.  He  is  in  town  in  reach  of  this  court,  and 
brought  into  my  presence  he  will  not  say  but  what  he  has  lied.  I  wish  that  taken 
down  just  exactly  as  it  is  stated.  He  lied  when  he  said  it.  Colonel  Burke  owed  him 
not  a  cent.     ^ 

Question.  Was  he  under  indictment  in  the  county  court  of  Blount  for  horse-stealing  ? 

Answer.  I  really,  sir,  don't  know  anything  about  that.  I  understood  by  mere  report 
that  he  was. 

Question.  Did  he  not  make  an  affidavit  there  in  support  of  an  application  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  some  case,  alleging  that  you  were  his  counsel,  in  your  absence  ? 

Answer.  I  only  understood  that  from  Colonel  Lowe,  who  is  a  brother-in-law  of  mine — 
the  solicitor,  that  he  did— that  he  alleged  that  I  was  his  counsel,  which  was  an  untruth. 
He  is  utterly  unworthy  of  belief  upon  any  ground.  He  will  admit  that  he  procured 
that  money,  if  brought  here  in  my  jjresence  before  this  committee  ;  I  just  now  left  him ; 
that  he  is  utterly  unworthy  of  belief,  utterly  unworthy  of  belief  with  anybody  about 
anything  ;  a  miserable,  mean  wretch. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  known  him? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  as  his  first  acquaintance  was  his  introduction — really,  he 
claimed  acquaintance  with  me  long  before  I  knew  him ;  but  I  will  state  it  perfectly 
accurate — maybe  I  may  have  known  him  ten  or  fifteen  years,  but  I  only  knew  him 
when  he  put  that  thing  on  Burke ;  when  he  procured  money  under  false  pretenses,  here 
in  this  town. 

Question.  He  represented  in  his  testimony  here  this  morning  that  you  introduced  him 
to  Burke. 

Answer.  He  is  a  liar ;  I  did  not. 

Question.  And  that  you  recommended  Burke  to  assist  him. 

Answer.  Hq  is  a  liar.  I  wish  my  language  to  be  taken  down  exactly  as  I  state  it. 
He  is  a  liar.  I  never  either  introduced  him  to  Burke,  nor  had  anything  to  do  with 
him.    He  is  a  miserable  wretch. 
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Question.  Has  there  been  any  such  thing  as  Ku-Klux,  Mr.  Davis,  in  this  county,  in 
the  past  two  years  ? 

The  Witness.  Does  this  man  take  down  everything  we  say  ?  Hold  on  I  don't  take 
down  what  I  say  now. 

Mr  Blair  :  He  takes  down  everything  that  is  said. 

The  Witness:  Well. 

Question.  In  the  last  two  years  has  there  been  anything  here  like  Ku-Klux  1 

Answer,  Well,  now,  there  have  been  men  who  imitated  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  For  what  purpose  ? 

Answer.  To  rob  and  thieve,  without  any  politics  in  it — rob  and  thieve.  Since  1868, 
there  have  been  no  Ku-Klux  in  Madison  County.  I  really  think  that  it  had  its  origin 
iu  Tennessee ;  that  it  came  here,  and  that  they  organized — now,  to  make  a  fair  state- 
ment— that  they  organized  here,  and  that  even  respectable  men  had  something  to  do 
with  it.  Soon  after  they  found  out  that  that  thing  would  not  do— that  it  would  not 
do — and  they  turned  their  faces  against  it ;  and  now  I  say  that  the  white  people  of  the 
State  of  Alabama — not  meaning  to  designate  the  democratic  party,  but  all  of  them — that 
the  white  people  of  the  State  of  Alabama  are  opposed  to  the  Ku-Klux  ;  that  they  would 
kill  them  ;  that  no  man  could  ride  through  this  town  to-night ;  not  even  one  of  this 
committee,  if  he  dared  to  put  on  the  base  Ku-Klux  disguise,  and  dared  to  put  on  that 
wiiite  shirt,  could  mount  his  horse  and  ride  through  here  with  safety,  because  you  would 
be  killed.  In  Limestone  you  would  be  certain  to  be  killed.  The  public  sentiment  of 
this  county  is  against  it ;  is  against  it. 

Question.  Do  you  practice  law,  Mr.  Davis,  in  the  mountain  counties  ? 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  nowhere  else. 

Question.  Do  you  practice  over  in  Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  in  Limestone  and  in  Madison.  Unfortunate  old  Limestone,  that 
has  been  involved  in  a  heap  of  it — of  all  the  devilment  that  could  be  done.  She  has ; 
but  then  this  is  so.  She  turns  one  way  and  the  other  ;  sometimes  was  Ku-Klux ;  it 
might  have  been  popular  there  in  1 868.  Now  I  w^ant  this  man  to  take  my  testimony  down. 
W^iiile  I  was  born  and  raised  there,  I  would  be  afraid  to  put  a  hat  on  my  head  that  was 
not  a,  generally  speaking,  understood  hat,  and  dare  to  pull  my  shirt  out  and  ^valk  one  foot 
in  the  county  I  was  born  and  raised  in,  where  everybody  loves  me,  nigger  and  white,  be- 
cause they  would  kill  me  like  I  was  a  mad  dog.  They  despise  the  idea  of  a  Ku-Klux. 
They  have  turned,  and  that  is  right  they  should  have  turned.  I  wish  to  say  particu- 
larly about  old  Limestone,  because  I  was  born  there.  I  say  this,  that  I  think  it  would 
be  the  most  dangerous  matter,  and  be  in  a  county  tested  by  these  very  things  which 
did  most  wrong,  for  Limestone  did  wrong ;  she  had  the  Ku-Klux  there  in  1868 ;  she 
has  not  got  them  now,  and  arming  herself  she  will  go  too  far.  Instead  of  simply  sup- 
porting the  Federal  officers,  she  will  go  too  far.  No  man  can  dare  to  put  on  a  disguise 
in  Limestone  County,  because  these  jjeople  are  right  and  intend  to  do  what  is  right, 
and  no  man  would  be  safe  to  pull  his  shirt  o-ut  of  his  breeches  and  walk  twenty  steps 
in  Limestone  County.    That  is  the  truth,  Senator  Pratt. 

Question.  What  was  the  origin  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  The  origin  of  it  was  this  :  they  had  this  here  Loyal  League,  and  went  around 
of  nights  and  made  speeches  against  southern  people  ;  such  men  as.  Lakin  and  Callis, 
and  that  concern  ;  and  then  they  proposed  to  get  up  something,  and  this  fellow  Jones, 
up  at  Pulaski,  got  up  a  piece  of  Greek  and  originated  it,  and  then  General  Forrest  took 
hold  of  it,  and  got  hold  of  a  piece  of  nonsense^  and  it  was  outrageous  from  beginning 
to  end.    All  secret  societies  are  outrageous. 

Question.  Was  the  Union  League  a  political  association  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  it  was  ;  and  they  forbade  me  to  speak  here  on  this  street.  That  w^ould 
provoke  it.  They  forbid  me  to  speak  right  in  front  of  this  court-house.  When  I  asked 
them — being  a  republican — to  allow  me  the  liberty  to  speak,  they  refused  to  do  it. 
They  refused  Joe  Bradley  the  privilege  to  speak,  and  then  they  provoked  it  afterward 
by  this.  This  man  down  here  that  is  our  probate  judge,  whom  we  tolerate — we  toler- 
ate him — we  don't  intend  to  elect  him  next  time — it  is  not  worth  w^hile  to  testify  to 
that,  because  we  don't  intend  to  do  it.  I  don't  care  how  well  he  does — the  fellow  does 
do  pretty  well — but  he  took  a  carpet-bag  between  his  legs  in  a  public  meeting  in  this 
court-house,  before  the  white  people  of  this  county,  and  held  up  the  insignia  of  ty- 
ranny before  the  people.  I  counseled  the  people,  "  Do  not  pay  any  attention  to  him ; 
they  will  represent  it  in  Congress  that  we  are  all  trying  to  kill  all  these  folks;  the 
fellow  has  nothing  in  the  world  but  mere  courage  ;  he  is  just  making  an  investment 
of  his  life  upon  that  sort  of  thing."    Here  he  is,  right  below  you  here. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Lakin  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  What  was  his  character  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Lakin  is  a  near  neighbor  of  mine.  I  believe  that  Mr.  Lakin  was  sent 
here  by  some  religious  society.  You  see  I  know  him  pretty  well.  You  know  he  is  a 
near  neighbor  of  mine,  and  I  am  intimate  with  him. 

Question.  Let  us  hear  what  you  know  about  him. 
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Anstvei'.  He  came  here  for  the  purpose,  it  seemed  by  his  preaching,  to  make  converts 
to  his  own  Church,  but  the  real  truth  about  it  was,  Mr.  Lakin  wanted  to  get  some  office, 
and  the  first  thing  I  knew,  after  he  came  here,  he  was  candidate  for  United  States  Sen- 
ator ;  and  then  I  said — to  myself,  you  know — I  didn't  say  to  Lakin,  but  to  myself—"  You 
are  just  one  of  that  sort  of  trash."  The  fact  about  his  being  a  candidate  for  United 
States  Senator  is  proven  by  Colonel  Davis  now  stating  that  he  i)ublished  a  card  in  the 
Montgomery  papers  in  which  he  corrected  a  rumor  which,  it  seemed,  somebody  set 
afloat.  You  see  he  was  not  likely  to  be  elected.  Somebody  had  circulated  the  report  that 
he  had  withdrawn,  and  he  published  a  card,  in  which  he  stated  that  "  this  man  that 
circalated  that  rumor  that  I  am  not  likely  to  be  elected,  or  whoever  done  that,  has  done 
me  injustice ;  I  am  still  in  the  field  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator."  Set  that 
down. 

Question.  That  was  at  the  time  Messrs.  Warner  and  Spencer  were  elected  ? 

Jnstver.  That  was  the  time.    Mr.  Buckley,  don't  you  know  that  to  be  the  fact  ? 

Mr.  Buckley.  You  are  on  the  stand  now. 

The  Witness.  But  I  ask  you,  don't  you  know  that  to  be  true  that  he  was  ? 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  make  a  political  speech  ? 

Answer,  I  have. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  speech  ? 

Answer.  The  character  of  the  speech  was  this :  to  teach  the  negroes  that  every  man 
that  was  born  and  raised  in  the  southern  country  was  their  enemy  ;  that  there  was  no 
use  in  trusting  them,  no  matter  what  they  said — if  they  said  they  were  for  the  Union 
or  anything  else.  ^*  No  use  in  talking,  they  are  your  enemies."  And  he  made  a  pretty 
good  speech  too ;  awful ;  a  hell  of  a  one. 

Question.  Was  it  an  inflammatory  speech  ? 

Answer.  Inflammatory  and  game,  too ;  it  was  that ;  it  was  enough  to  provoke  the  devil. 
It  was  enough  to  provoke  the  devil.    I  heard  him  make  the  speech. 

Question.  Where  did  he  make  it  ? 

Anstver.  Right  here  in  this  town. 

Question.  Who  were  his  auditors  ? 

Answer.  There  were  about  four  hundred  negroes  present ;  A.  W.  Smith,  and  several 
other  men  here  in  town.  I  heard  him  make  the  speech.  All  the  mischief  he  could 
intend,  all  that  he  could  do  mischievous,  Mr.  Lakin  made  in  that  speech.  He  piled  it 
all  on. 

Question.  He  testified  before  this  committee  at  AVashington,  and,  among  other  state- 
ments, said  he  had  never  taken  any  part  in  politics. 

Answer.  I  am  very  sorry  to  have  to  contradict  him,  but  if  he  said  that  he  told  a  lie. 
He  told  a  lie,  and,  Senator  Pratt,  I  wish  you  would  make  a  special  note  of  tl^at ;  he  told  a 
lie.  I  heard  him  make  a  speech ;  he  was  trying  to  beat  everything  in  the  whole  com- 
munity, and  done  left  his  religion,  which  he  has  not  got  a  bit  of;  that  is  the  truth 
about  it.  He  has  not  got  a  bit  of  it.  He  is  an  old  ruffian .  But  this — I  wish  you  to  take 
a  special  note  of  that,  that  it  is  a  lie,  if  he  ever  said  that,  and  he  wouldn't  come  face  to 
face  with  me,  and  say  he  dida't  make  that  speech.  He  was  a  candidate  for  United 
States  Senator.  Was  not  that  politics  ?  It  is  not  unyankee  to  answer  one  question  by 
asking  another,  and  I  will  ask  you  that.  Senator  Pratt  ? 

The  Chairman.  I  am  not  sitting  here  to  make  responses  to  questions. 

The  Witness.  Besides,  was  not  he  trying  to  make  himself  president  of  the  Alabama 
University,  and  didn't  he  afterward  run  for  superintendent  of  education  ?  Didn't  he 
electioneer  with  me,  the  old  heathen  Chinee  ?  He  ought  to  be  run  out  of  this  commu- 
nity ;  that  is  the  fact.  But  then  this — you  must  excuse  me,  sir ;  I  believe  you  to  be  an 
honest  man.    I  tell  you  that  old  fellow  is  a  hell  of  an  old  rascal. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  speak  on  any  other  occasion  than  the  one  you  have 
referred  to  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  If  I  did,  I  didn't  listen  to  him.  He  called  on  me  once  to  explain 
why  I  said — that  is  the  only  other  time  I  heard  him  speak— he  called  on  me  to  explain 
why  I  said  unkind  things  about  his  being  candidate  for  president  of  the  Alabama 
University,  and  I  said,  "  Mr.  Lakin,  you  and  I  are  near  neighbors,  and  I  don't  want  to 
have  much  to  do  with  you — not  much;  but  I  think  this:  didn't  you  try  to  be  pres- 
ident of  the  Alabama  University  ?"  He  said  he  did.  I  said,  "  It  would  have  been  a 
disgrace  to  the  State.  You  don't  know  an  adjective  from  an  adverb,  nor  nothing  else." 
I  said,  "  Look  here ;  let  me  alone."  But  he  says,  "  You  dwelt  upon  me  rather'too  hard." 
I  said,  "  Do  you  propose  to  bully  me — you  a  i^reacher,  and  attempt  to  bully  me  on  the 
sheets  ?"  He  says,  "  No,  but  I  rather  didn't  like  what  you  said."  I  said,  "  Doctor, 
you  will  have  to  like  it,  or  let  it  alone."    He  let  it  alone. 

Question.  Mr.  Lakin,  in  his  testimony,  stated  that  there  was  an  attempt  to  assassinate 
him ;  that  some  one  tired  a  gun  into  his  window. 

Answer.  I  honestly  believe  that  was  a  parcel  of  boys  here  in  town.    I    think  that 
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their  mothers  ought  to  have  whipped  them;  whipped  them.  Nohody  wanted  to  kill 
him.  He  has  lived  there  in  a  na^ed,  exposed  place  for  years,  that  nohody  disturbs  ; 
nobody  wanted  to  kill  him.  If  I  wanted  to  kill  him  or  put  anybody  up  to  kill  him— if 
you  just  walk  down  there  and  see  where  he  lives,  you  will  see  how  easy  it  is  for  anybody 
to  knock  him  in  the  head.  Nobody  wants  to  kill  him.  He  is  a  humbug ;  a  liar  and  a 
slanderer ;  that^s  what  he  is,  and  he  ain't  nothing  else. 

Question.  What  was  his  character  among  the  people  of  this  section  of  the  country  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  what  his  character  was  before  he  came  here. 

Question.  What  character  did  he  have  among  the  i)eople  liere  ? 

Answer.  He  had  the  character  of  being  a  carpet-bagger.  That  is  enough  to  damn 
anybody. 

Question.  State  more  fully  in  regard  to  his  character. 

Ansiver.  That's  all.  He  just  had  the  character  of  being  a  carpet-bagger ;  he  came  here 
hunting  ofiBce  out  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  fooled  Uncle  Sam,  and  humbugged 
him  to  make  Uncle  Sam  pay  him — lie  on  we  southern  people,  and  get  pay  for  it. 
That  is  all  the  character  he  ever  had  here.  We  don'fc  know  nothing  about  his  other 
•character. 

By  the  ChairMxVN  : 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  how  you  know  when  the  Ku-Klux  organization 
ceased  to  exist. 

Ansiver.  1  only  know  by  the  fact  of  a  public  sentiment  indicating  the  fact  that  the 
Ku-Klux  organization  had  desisted. 

Question.  When  did  it  cease  to  exist  ? 

Answer.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  point  out  the  date,  but  I  think,  as  near  as 
I  can  tell  you  as  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  that  it  ceased — that  is,  the  men  who  were 
really  Ku-Klux— in  1869,  about  the  middle  of  the  year.  It  seemed  to  me  that  public 
sentiment  changed,  changed,  and  then  the  Ku-Klux  organization  desisted  afterward; 
because  of  the  fact  that  public  sentiment  changed. 

Question.  From  your  best  information,  how  strong  had  that  order  been  in  Madison 
County  before  this  dissolution  took  place  ? 

Answer.  You  mean  in  1868  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  think,  sir,  that  in  1868  it  was  a  strong  organization ;  that  it  included 
in  its  organization  probably  eight  or  nine  hundred  men,  who  would  do  effective  service 
in  the  field.    I  answer  your  question,  Senator  Pratt,  fairly. 

Question.  During  its  existence,  do  you  know  or  have  yon  any  information  of  any 
whippings,  murders,  or  other  outrages  being  committed  by  or  under  the  auspices  of  this 
organization  ? 

Answer.  Well,  now,  you  expect  me  as  a  republican  to  answer  your  question  with  per- 
fect fairness  ? 

Question.  I  expect  you  to  answer  it  truthfully,  without  any  reference  to  your  party 
affiliations.    I  know  nothing  of  them,  except  what  you  have  stated  here  to-day. 

A^iswer.  I  believe — the  only  thing  that  I  know — I  believe  this :  I  believe  that  the  Ku- 
Klux  that  we  saw  in  the  town  of  Huntsville  thair  night  of  that  riot,  didn't  fire  a  gun- 
not  one  single  gun  ;  but  I  believe,  sir,  that  those  that  fired  the  guns  that  were  fired 
here,  no  matter  who  commenced  the  shooting,  that  they  were  these  Ku-Klux.  I  believe 
that.  That  is  the  only  outrage  I  know,  except  one  afterward  upon  my  own  place,  and 
in  my  own  presence. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  ? 

Answer.  You  had  better  take  one  at  a  time.  Now  let  me  state  what  I  know  about  the 
Ku-Klux  organization  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The.riot? 

Answer.  The  riot.  In  the  first  place,  I  distinctly  state  that  I  believe  there  was  a  Ku- 
Klux  organization  in  1868  ;  that  they  came  here  to  the.  town  of  Huntsville  that  night ; 
that  there  was  a  speaking  and  meeting  here.  I  myself  belonged  to  and  was  in  the 
meeting.  I  went  away  accidentally,  because  Mr.  Haughey  was  making  a  speech  abusing 
our  own  people,  and  I  wouldn't  stay  here  and  listen  to  any  such  chat  as  that,  and  went 
away ;  and  just  as  I  got  in  bed  I  heard  the  firing  up  in  town,  but  didn't  see  any  Ku-Klux 
then  ;  but  I  believe  there  was  a  band — an  organized  band — of  Ku-Klux  here,  in  1868, 
of  men  who  in  part  thought  it  was  necessary  to  protect  our  wives  and  children  against 
outrage,  who  had  formed  themselves  into  an  organization  detestable  and  outrageous, 
detestable  and  outrageous,  and  that  they  were  here  in  town  that  night.  I  believe,  from 
what  I  have  heard,  that  they  didn't  fire  a  gun,  but  that  they  had  agents  and  men  upon 
the  street,  who  mingled  in  the  affray,  excited  by  the  fact  that  these  men  were  here,  got 
into  a  row,  and  nobody  knows  who  commenced  shooting  ;  I  certainly  do  not,  and  no- 
body else  knows  who  commenced  it.  But  there  was  commenced  a  shooting,  but  I  believe 
that  the  men  who  were  undisguised  and  did  the  shooting  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux.  I 
believe  that.  I  believe  that  Mr.  Cox,  who  himself  was  shot  through  the  head  by  a  Mr. 
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Roper,  ane^ro,  without  any  sort  of  cause,  tliat  Mr.  Cox  was  a  Ku-Klux,  and  that  Roper 
shot  him  without  the  slightest  particle  of  cause ;  tkat  Cox  was  a  Ku-Klux,  and  that 
Roper  \vasa  fool. 

Qfiestion.  How  do  you  know  that  Roper  shot  Cox  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  it ;  I  only  said  I  believed  it.  I  believe  that  Roper  himself  would 
admit  that  he  did  do  it. 

Question.  He  swore,  day  before  yesterday,  that  he  did  not  do  it. 

Answei'.  No  matter  what  Roper  swore  ;  there  is  no  use  in  trying  to  believe  him.  I 
have  been  Roper's  counsel ;  I  understand  that  x^erfectly  welJ.  I  believe  that  Roper  shot 
Cox,  and  that  it  was  done  simply  that  the  fact  of  the  presence  of  the  Ku-Klux  was  the 
cause  of  the  difiSculty,  the  cause  of  the  outrage.  I  believe  that  afterward  the  public 
sentiment  of  this  community  condemned  that  act ;  that  it  condemned  it  then.  I  believe 
that  Judge  Thurlow  was  shot  by  accident  of  somebody  ;  no  one  knows  who.  I  was  his 
counsel  in  a  civil  case,  and  his  friend,  his  friend ;  and  vv  hen  the  next  night  or  the  night 
afterward,  when  in  the  extreme  of  death,  I  heard  the  declarations  of  these  men,  who  said 
that  this  was  Ku-Klux  murder,  and  that  nobody  here  in  this  community  would  even  daro 
to  pray  for  a  carpet-bagger  that  was  shot — I  say  that  I  told  them  that  that  was  not  so, 
and  it  was  either  the  present  United  States  marshal,  Mr.  McDaniel,  or  somebody  else. 
I  don't  want  you  to  put  down  these  gentlemen's  names,  because  I  am  not  accurate 
abo*ut  that,  but  somebody  said  that.  Dr.  Cantwell — the  doctor  was  present  attending 
upon  Thurlow — and  I  went  and  stood  by  his  side,  and  told  him,  '^  You  are  mistaken  ;  no 
one  can  account  for  these  outrages ;  we  can't  control  these  outrages — men  that  do  these 
things."  And  I  tried  to  sympathize  with  him,  doing  everything  I  could.  The  man 
was  killed.  As  I  went  back  in  the  room  they  said,  "  Yes,  that  is  all  a  piece  of  hypoc- 
risy." Says  I,  *^Iu  what  respect  is  that  hypocrisy?"  Says  he,  "There  is  not  a 
preacher  in  this  town  that  would  pray  for  him,  even  in  the  extreme  of  death."  Says  I, 
"  That  is  is  false  ;  that  is  a  lie."  Says  he,  "  We  will  give  you  a  United  States  guard  to 
go  and  get  any  preacher  that  will  try  to  get  here  to  pray  for  him."  Says  I,  "  I  don't 
want  any  guard;  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  can  go  without  a  guard."  "But  the 
preacher  might  be  afraid,  and  might  make  that  excuse."  "  Then  send  your  guard."  In 
an  instant  two  United  States  soldiers  presented  themselves,  and  said,  "  We  will  go  with 
you."  I  went  to  Dr.  Ross's  house  ;  it  was  about  half  after  10  o'clock  or  12.  I  rung  the 
bell.  I  don't  know  whether  the  old  man  was  asleep  or  not,  but  I  woke  him  up  and 
told  him  :  "They  say  that  on  account  of  the  prejudices  against  northern  men,  no  man 
here  in  this  community  would  pray  for  a  dying  man."  Says  I,  "  Doctor,  get  up,  and 
let's  go  and  give  a  denial  to  that."  He  got  up  and  put  on  his  hat,  and  went  around 
there  without  ever  saying  a  word,  and  kneeled  down  beside  Judge  Thurlow  and 
prayed  for  him  for  a  half  hour,  in  the  presence  of  these  men  that  slandered  our  own 
people. 

By  the  ChaiRxMan  : 

Question.  I  would  prefer,  Mr.  Davis,  that  you  would  answer  my  questions.  I  do  not 
care  about  going  into  so  many  minute  details. 

Answer.  Very  well,  sir.  , 

Question.  1  will  ask  you  to  state  what  other  cases  of  outrage  you  know  of,  as  having 
been  committed  by  the  Ku-Klux  order. 

Answer.  I  know  that  the  whole  Ku-Klux  order,  as  far  as  it  was  an  order  at  all,  that 
there  was  nothing  that  they  did  that  was  right ;  that  it  was  an  outrage  itself.  Here 
at  this  bar,  that  man  Smith  w^as  tried  upon  a  charge  of  killing  somebody,  you  know,  in 
his  own  house.  He  was  an  old  man,  and  lived  in  my  neignborhood,  and  I  don't  believe 
to  this  day  that  he  was  guilty  ;  but  he  was  arraigned  here,  and  a  jury  empanneled,  and 
some  one  put  there,  and  democratic  lawyers  and  a  democratic  judge  all  defended  him, 
and  then  this  Smith  was  acquitted,  and  he  went  home  at  night,  and,  by  God,  they  told 
me  the  Ku-Klux — and  I  have  no  doubt  of  it — took  him  out  and  hu*n«^'  him  up  on  the 
top  of  a  limb.  The  next  night  they  hung  him.  That  w  as  an  outrage  ;  it  was  shame- 
ful! ;  it  was  worse  than  any  Loyal  League  men  ever  could  have  done. 

Question.  Do  any  other  instances  occur  to  you  ? 

Ajiswer.  Of  whipping? 

Question.  Wliipping  or  killing. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  really  don't  know.  I  know  this :  they  whi])ped  and  shot  at  that 
fellow  down  here  in  the  south  part  of  this  county.  I  know  that  they  did  that.  Sena- 
tor Pratt,  the  fact  about  the  business  is,  the  Ku-IQux  is  played  out  in  this  country. 
Take  down  wha,t  I  say.    They  once  existed  here. 

Question.  I  want  to  know  how  you  know  that  they  have  played  out. 

Answer.  Because  of  this  fact :  that  public  sentiment  in  this  country  is  against  any  such 
t^ing  as  that.    They  once  were  with  it — sympathized  with  it  in  1868. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  since  the  summer  of  1869  there  have  been  no 
bands  of  disguised  men  in  Madison  County,  who  have  committed  any  outrages  upon 
people's  persons  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  mean  to  say — I  mean  to  say  this:  that  there  has-been,  since  1869, 
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no  band  of  disguised  men  authorized  by  what  was  the  original  Ku-Klux.    There  was 
an  original  Ku-Klux  band.    I  told  you  that  at  the  start. 

Question,  I  want  to  know  how  you  know  they  were  not  authorized  by  this  Ku-Khix. 
Klan. 

Ansiver,  Because  of  this  fact:  I  saw  the  men  that  I  believed  belonged  to  it  taking 
sides  against  them. 

Question.  That  is  your  only  reason  ? 

Ansiver.  There  is  a  better  reason.  I  believe  the  men  who  employed  me  to  prosecute 
the  Ku-Klux  in  this  court-house  were  themselves  Ku-Klux  before.  I  believe  that  Cap- 
tain Clarke,  and  Steptoe  Pickett,  and  Mr.  Blackwell  were  themselves  Ku-Klux  origi- 
nally ;  but  they  employed  me  to  prosecute  these  professed  Ku-Klux,  who  were  nothing 
in  the  world  but  mere  robbers,  and  thieves,  and  scoundrels. 

Question.  There  are  such  bands, then,  existing  in  this  county? 

Answer.  They  are  not  bands;  they  are  only  three  or  four  men  together. 

Question.  Does  not  that  constitute  a  band  1 

Ansiver.  They  don^t  constitute  a  band.  A  band  is  what  the  Ku-Klux  w^as— a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  marching  to  the  order  of  turn  this  way  and  that.  There  was  such^ 
but  they  are  not.  They  don't  exist.  Now  let  me  tell  you  something  about  the  history 
of  that  case ;  and  will  you  excuse  me,  sir 

Question.  I  wish  you  would  be  as  brief  as  possible,  because  there  are  several  other 
matters  upon  which  I  wish  to  examine  you. 

Answer.  These  men  went  in  disguise  to  that  man — a  negro — and  whipped  him  for 
some  cause,  and  Mr.  Blackwell  told  them  that  ''  Ku-Klux  is  done  played  out ;  we  are 
against  them  ;  we  don't  want  to  have  anything  more  to  do  with  it."  They  said,  **We 
Avill  whip  you  anyhow — whip  this  negro  anyhow."  They  came  here  to  town  and  em- 
ployed me.  I  want  to  show  you  hov/  that  thing  ran  through,  to  show  you  the  radi- 
cal change  in  the  public  sentiment,  and  as  soon  as  you  are  convinced  of  it,  you  will  say 
so;  1  honestly  believe  you  will.  "Why,"  says  he, '^  you  tell  me  that  this  man  has 
done  thus  and  so,  and  you  are  not  going  to  allow  us  to  do  that  ?"  Blackwell  told  them, 
''  I  don't  want  you  to  whip  any  negro  upon  my  in'emises  any  more,  and  all  your  Ku- 
Klux  is  played  out.'^  "  All  right,"  said  he,  and  he  went  and  whipped  him,  and  Black- 
well  came  here  and  employed  me,  and  I  prosecuted  themt  They  paid  me  a  fee ;  I  prose 
cuted  them  before  this  probate  judge.  I  prosecuted  them  before  this  present  probate 
judge;  bound  them  over  to  court;  democrats,  you  know,  were  doing  the  prosecuting 
then.  That  has  been  six  months  ago.  Democrats  were  doing  that — prosecuted  them 
good — and  then  convicted  them  and  they  went  out  on  the  streets,  and  what  do  you 
think  ?  They  went  and  got  certain  men  to  give  bond  that  were  not  worth  a  cent  that 
a  radical  sheriff,  that  is,  Sir.  Doyle — you  can  just  hollo  lor  him  and  bring  him  up  here 
now,  and  he  will  say  that  he  took  a  bond  that  he  knew  was  not  right ;  he  was  afraid 
of  the  robbers,  and  you  might  be  afraid  of  robbers,  going  walking  about  this  county ; 
they  will  steal  your  i)ocket-book. 

Question.  Is  that  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  I  prosecuted  them  and  convicted  them ;  convicted  them,  sir,  and,  sir,  when 
they  were  discharged  that  evening  by  the  sherjtF,  I  went  and  asked  the  probate  judge, 
"  By  what  right  did  the  sheriff  discharge  them,  when  you  told  him  not  to  do  it  f '  Said 
he,  "He  had  no  right  to  doit."  "  Then,"  said  I,  "  it  is  a  contempt  of  court,  and  I  move 
that  the  court  fine  the  sheriff  for  contempt  of  court,  for  allowing  them  to  get  off  in  that 
sort  of  a  way."  He  said  he  would  do  that.  "  Now,'^  says  I,  "I  will  make  an  affidavit 
that  the  sheriff  himself  has  contrived,  that  a  radical  sheriff'  has  contrived,  to  let  these 
robbers  off','^  and  I  brought  the  whole  of  them  up,  and  I  will  tell  you  what  was  the  result 
of  it.  The  judge  himself,  who  sits  below  you,  Mr.  Pratt,  the  judge  himself  says,  "  They 
have  been  guilty  of  a  contempt,  but  I  am  not  going  to  fine  them  for  it."  "  Why  not  f 
says  I.  "  Bind  over  the  sheriff  in  a  bond  of  forty-five  hundred  dollars,"  and  when  the 
court  met,  I  moved  the  court  before  a  republican  judge,  '*  Don't  you  let  that  man  ap- 
point that  grand  jury,  because  he  will  pack  the  jury  and  get  himself  off."  Think  you, 
that,  in  spite  of  my  motion,  he  didn't  just  disregard  the  Avhole  of  it.  O,  Senator  Pratt,  let 
me  tell  you  something  ;  the  calm,  intelligent,  honest,  truthful  part  of  this  community 
are  against  the  Ku-Khix. 

Question.  Very  well ;  now  I  wish  to  ask  a  question.     You  are  familiar  with  the  act  of 
the  legislature  of  Alabama,  approved  December  26,  1868,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  sup- 
pression of  secret  organizations  of  men  disguising  themselves  for  the  purposes  of  com- 
mitting crimes  and  outrages."    You  have  read  that  law  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  wish  to  read  to  you  the  preamble  of  that  law,  and  ask  you  whether  the 
state  of  things  contained  in  this  preamble  was  true  at  the  time  this  law  was  passed. 
Ansiver.  You  must  read  the  date.- 

Question.  The  date  is  December  26, 1868.    Now,  I  will  read  the  preamble : 
"  Whereas  there  is  in  possession  of  this  general  assembly  ample  and  undoubted  evi- 
dence of  the  secret  organization,  in  various  parts  of  this  State,  of  men  who,  under  the  cover 
of  masks  and  other  grotesque  disguises,  armed  with  kniv-es,  revolvers,  and  other 
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deadly  weapons,  do  issue  from  the  places  of  their  rendezvous,  in  bands  of  orreater  or 
less  number,  on  foot  or  mounted  on  horses,  in  like  manner  disguised,  generally  in  the 
late  hours  of  the  night,  who  commit  violence  and  outrages  upon  peaceable  and  law- 
abiding  citizens,  robbing  and  murdering  them  upon  the  highway,  and  entering  their 
houses,  tearing  them  from  their  homes  and  the  embraces  of  their  families,  and,  with 
violent  threats  and  insults,  iniiicting  on  them  the  most  cruel  and  inhuman  treatment; 
and  whereas  this  organization  has  become  a  wide-spread  and  alarming  evil  in  this  com- 
monwealth, disturbing  the  public  peace,  ruining  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
people,  and  in  many  cases  overriding  the  civil  authorities,  defying  all  law  and  justice, 
or  evading  detection  by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  with  their  hideous  costumes  ,* 
therefore, 

^' Section  first,    Be  it  enacted,'^  ifec. 

Do  you  believe  that  the  state  of  things  therein  "l^ecited  existed  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  will  tell  you;  that  calls  upon  a  man  to  believe  a  great  deal  about  that.  I 
will  tell  you  one  thing,  I  never  i)aid  much  attention  to  any  law  enacted  by  any  such 
-authority  as  that  was. 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  for  your  opinion  of  the  law,  but  simply  of  the  truth  or 
untruth  of  the  recitals  in  that  i)reamble  ? 

Ansiver.  I  believe  that  there  was,  in  1868,  a  Ku-Klux  organization  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  in  Madison  County,  but  I  prefer  that  my  testimony  should  be  restricted 
to  things  I  know  of.  I  believe  that.  I  believe  that  now  it  is  more  unsafe  for  a  man 
to  be  a  Ku-Klux  here  than  it  would  be  in  New  York.  I  believe  it  would  be  much  more 
safe  for  a  man  to  x)ut  on  a  disguise  in  the  city  of  New  York,  or  where  you  live,  Senator 
Fratt. 

Question'  You  have  told  us  that  several  times,  and  I  do  not  ask  to  have  it  repeated 
oftener.  I  wish  to  ask  whether  you  saw  published  in  the  papers,  some  time  in  1869,  what 
purported  to  be  an  order  emanating  from  the  Cyclops  of  that  organization,  disbanding  it. 

Ansiver.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  such  an  order  ? 

Ansicer.  I  did  not. 

•Question.  Were  you  a  constant  reader  of  the  newspapers  ? 

Ansiver.  I  can't  say  that  I  am  ;  but  I  saw  no  such  order. 

(Question.  And  you  have  never  heard  of  such  an  order  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  until  you  mentioned  it. 

'Question.  Did  you  hear  of  such  an  order  in  1869  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  it  until  you  mentioned  it.  I  believe — I  wish  my  statement 
to  be  taken  down — I  l)elieve  that,  in  1868,  there  was  an  organization  known  as  the 
Ku-Klux.  I  believe  now  that,  because  of  the  revolution  created  in  public  sentiment  by 
its  own  wrongs,  (no  matter  by  what  reason  provoked,)  that  it  is  more  unsafe  for  a  man 
^o  be  a  Ku-Klux  here  than  it  would  be  where  Senator  Pratt  lives. 

Question.  Are  carpet-baggers  liked  in  this  community  any  better  than  in  1868  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  reason  to  show  it,  the  x>i*esent 
carpet-bagger  who  sits  beneath  you  in  this  probate  court-ofiice  can  walk,  and  does 
walk,  through  this  whole  community  ;  he  goes  through  its  buildings,  its  bridges,  attend- 
ing to  his  business,  not  only  without  being  hurt,  but  without  the  fear  of  being  hurt, 
.and  I  do  this  in  order  to  show  that  I  am  telling  the  truth.  It  is  mighty  easy,  you 
know,  when  men  are  sitting  in  a  court-house  like  this,  just  to  bring  the  officer  up 
stairs.    He  will  say  so  himself. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  are  in  favor  of  the  reconstruction 
measures  passed  by  Congress  f 

Answer.  In  favor  of  them  f 

'Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Aiisiver.  In  favor  of  them  ?    I  accept  them.    I  don't  think  that  that  is  a  i)olitical 

1  accept  them  ;  and,  sir,  I  say  this,  that,  belonging  to  the  Southern  States,  and  to  the 
State  of  Alabama,  and  being  allowed  afterward  to  state  my  own  record,  I  accept  them, 
l>ecause  it  is  the  best  that  the  subjected  people  of  the  State  of  Alabama  can  do.  But  as 
for  the  favor  part  of  it,  I  don't  propose  to  allow  you  to  put  such  language  as  that  in 
wnj  mouth. 

Question.  I  am  asking  you  a  question,  and  have  asked  whether  you  are  in  favor  of 
the  reco  nstruction  measures  of  Congress. 

Answer.  I  am  in  favor  of  accepting  them. 

Question.  Is  that  your  only  answer  ? 

Answer.  I  am  in  favor  of  accepting  them,  but  I  will  not  deal  dishonestly.  A  man 
anight  be  in  favor  of  accepting  something,  but  might  be  not  abstractly  in  favor  of  the 
tiung  itself. 

Question.  Are  you  in  favor  of  getting  rid  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  am  in  favor  of  accepting  them,  and  standing  by  them  in  x^eriect 
good  faith.    I  would  go  against  anybody  that  would  go  against  them. 

Question.  Are  you  in  favor  of  perpetual  negro  suffrage  in  the  State  ^  Alabama  ? 
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i^uestion.  Did  you  vote  witli  tlie  republican  party  at  the  fall  election  of  1868^  forita 
candidates  ? 

Answer.  Who  were  the  candidates  ? 

Question.  1  suppose  you  know  ;  that  was  the  year  of  the  presidential  election. 

Answer.  I  supposed^  as  you  asked  the  question,  you  would  tell  rne.  1  voted  for  GeneraT 
Grant. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  county  ticket,  or  district  ticket? 

Answer.  I  have  no  county  ticket  myself;  other  people  might.  1  voted  for  General 
Grant,  against  General  Blair.  Now,  to  state  it — to  come  up  to  the  scratch,  hecaus© 
there  is  no  use  in  dodging  it — I  voted  simply  against  Seymour  and  Blair,  because  I 
thought  they  occupied  the  wrong  ground ;  but  now,  thinking  that  they  did  not,  1  might 
vote  very  much  the  other  way. 

Question.  You  mean  that  you  would  vote  differently  now  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  a  question  I  have  got  a  right  to  decide.  You  have  no  right  to  ask  me 
anything  in  the  future.  I  will  answer  that  that  is  in  the  past.  I  would  have  voted 
for  Chase. 

Question.  Did  you  vote  with  the  republican  party  and  for  its  candidates  last  fall  ? 

Answer.  Who  were  the  candidates  ? 

Question.  Did  you  vote  for  them  hi  the  election  in  the  fall  of  1870  ? 

Ansiver.  Who  were  the  candidates  ? 

Question.  I  suppose  you  know,  as  a  well-informed  man,  better  than  I  do. 

Mr.  Blair.  Lindsay  and  Smith.. 

The  Witness.  Lindsay  and  Smith  and  Judge  Dox.  You  are  talking  about  the  Stat 3 
ticket. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  I  am  talking  about  both  tickets. 

AfiswiV.  Well,  designate  which  you  want  me  to  answer. 

Questio7t.  How  did  you  vote  on  your  State  ticket  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  1  voted  for  Governor  Smith ;  what  do  you  think  of  that  ? 

Question.  Did  you  vote  for  the  republican  candidates  for  the  county  offices  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  I  demand  of  my  representative  here  [to  Mr.  Buckley]  if  there  is 
any  man  in  Alabama  to  ask  me  why  I  did  not  do  it.  I  voted  for  Governor  Smith,  and 
he  made  me  answer  that.  Now  I  demand  that  you  ask  me  why  I  didn't  vote — but 
[to  Mr.  Blair]  you  will  do  it.    All  right ;  go  ahead. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  vote  for  a  republican  or  a  democratic  candidate  for  Congress  in  the 
election  in  the  fall  of  1870  ? 

Ansiver.  In  the  former  one  I  voted  for  a  rex3ublican ;  in  the  latter  one  I  voted  for 
Judge  Dox. 

Question,  He  was  the  democratic  candidate,  was  he  not  ? 

Answei\  I  don't  know  that  you  could  consider  him  exactly  the  democratic  candidate. 
He  was  a  candidate. 

Question.  Was  he  not  nominated  by  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Question.  Who  was  the  democratic  candidate,  then  ? 

Answer.  Dox ;  and  I  certainly  voted  for  Dox. 

Question.  How,  then,  do  you  say,  as  you  commenced  by  saying  in  your  examination- 
in-chief,  that  you  have  always  been  associated  with  the  republican  party  since  the 
war  ? 

Answer.  Because  I  started  the  republican  party  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  have 
kept  it  up,  and  am  the  only  representative  of  its  decency  that  is  here  yet. 

Question.  But  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  had  always  been  associated  with  it 
since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been. 

Question.  Are  you  now  associated  with  it  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  with  what  ot?her  party  I  am. 

Question.  Are  you  in  the  confidence  of  the  republican  party  at  this  time  f 

Answer.  The  mean  set  I  am  not.  Those  that  are  decent  and  respectable  people  I  be- 
lieve that  1  am. 

Question.  Do  you  support  the  policy  of  the  rex)ublican  party  in  this  State  at  this 
time  ? 

Answer.  I  do ;  that  is,  I  support  this :  I  support  what  I  think  the  republican  party 
has  accomplished— the  great,  magnificent,  kind-hearted,  amiable,  and  fanatical  party — 
I  su;gport  that.  I  think  it  is  an  accomplished  fact  what  they  did,  and  I  will  not  sup- 
port anybody  or  any  influence  opposed  to  it.  I  s.upport  that  and  sustain  it,  but  I  don^t 
^sustain  or  support  any  mean,  low-flung  organization. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  that ;  what  do  you  refer  to  ? 
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Answer.  I  refer  to  tlie  political  organization  of  the  republican  party  in  the  State  of 
Alabama. 

Quesiioyi.  You  mean  tbat  you  do  not  support  tliat 

Ansiver.  I  mean  that  I  believe  tbat  is  as  mean  a  concern  as  ever  was  on  the  face  of 
this  earth. 

Question.  I  just  Tvanted  to  get  at  your  political  status. 

Ansiver.  Certainly,  sir ;  yon  can  get  at  it. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  Mr.  Shapard,  a  witness  who  was  examined  this  morn- 
ing? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  in  that  part  of  Blount  County  in  which  Mr.  Shapard 
lives  ? 

Ansiver.  I  suppose  I  have. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  where  he  lives  ? 

Answer.  I  really  do  not. 

Question.  Are  yon  acquainted  with  his  neighbors  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  his  neighbors  speak  of  him  as  to  his  character  for  truth 
and  veracity  ? 

Answer.  Well,  look  here,  I  want  yon  to  put  that  down,  I  am  sort  o'  Quaker-raised, 
and  stick  to  the  truth.  I  know  nothing  in  the  \^'orld  about  Shapard,  except  what  1 
know  about  him  here — about  his  record  here  in  this  town. 

Question.  Then  you  do  not  know  auything  about  his  general  character  in  the  com 
munity  where  he  lives  ? 

Answei\  As  far  as  I  do,  I  do  know  something  about  his  testimony. 

Question.  That  is  not  the  question.    I  ask  as  to  his  general  character. 

Answer.  Then  I  do  know  his  general  cbaracter. 

Question.  Do  you  know  his  general  character  in  the  community  where  ho  lives? 

Ansiver.  I  know  his  general  character  in  the  country  where  ho  lives. 

Question.  I  ask  you  as  to  the  community  where  he  lives — the  immediate  neighbor- 
hook. 

Answer.  If  yon  pin  it  down  to  Blount  County,  I  do  not ;  I  know  his  general  character 
in  the  country — in  Alabama. 

Question.  Then  you  do  not  know  his  general  character  in  Blount  County  ? 

Answei'.  Well,  Blount  County  gives  it  to  the  whole  of  North  Alabama.  I  know  it 
there.  If  yon  ask  a  legal  question,  I  can  answer.  I  do  not  know  his  local  character 
around  within  two  miles  of  his  house.  I  do  know  his  general  character  in  North  Ala- 
bama.   Go  on  with  your  questions. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  distinctly  that  you  do  not  know  his  character  in 
the  neigliborhood  where  he  resides  f 

Answer.  I  distinctly  answer  you  I  never  made  any  such  answer,  and  I  do  know  his 
general  character. 

Question.  Then  I  repeat  the  question,  and  request  a  direct  answer.  Do  you  know 
his  character  for  morality  or  for  truth  and  veracity  in  the  neighborhood  where  he 
lives  ? 

Answei'.  What  do  you  mean  by  neighborhood  ? 

^Question.  A  circle  of  a  few  miles  around  where  he-lives  ? 

Answer.  How  many  miles.    You  mean  in  the  country  where  he  lives  ? 

'Question.  No,  sir. 

Answer.  If  you  mean  in  the  neighborhood,  the  general  reputation  of  the  man,  I  do 
Ivnow  that. 

Question.  I  mean  the  neighborhood  where  he  lives,  and  you  know  w^hat  that  means. 

Answer.  I  mean  to  answer  most  truthfully,  if  you  just  get  at  the  fact. 

Question.  I  ask  for  his  general  character  for  truth  and  veracity  in  the  neighborhood 
where  he  lives. 

Answer.  Where  he  stops,  I  do  know  his  reputation. 

Question.  Do  you  know  his  general  character  for  morality  and  for  truth  and  veracity 
in  the  county  of  Blount  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  I  do. 

Question.  How  many  citizens  of  Blount  County  have  you  heard  speak  of  Mr.  Sha^p- 
ard's  character  for  truth  and  veracity  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  one ;  but  I  know  his  general  character. 

Question.  Do  you  know  it  from  citizens  of  Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  I  know  it  from  what  everybody  says. 

Question.  Do  you  know  it  from  citizens  of  Blount  County  ? 

Answei'.  I  know  it  from  what  everybody  says ;  citizens  of  Blount  County  or  any- 
whel-e. 

Question.  You  can  leave  the  stand,  if  you  will  not  answer  questions. 

Answer.  I  did  not  mean  to  answer  disrespectfully. 

The  Chairman.  I  have  no  further  questions  to  ask  you.  ^-^  , 
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The  Witness.  Then  I  will  say  this :   I  jreally  think  I  know  Mr.  Shapard's  character 
in  his  own  county.    I  really  think  I  know  his  character  in  his  own  county. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  I  will  ask  you  a  question,  with  the  consent  of  the  chairman.     What  is  his 
character  ? 

Ansiver.  It  is  very  bad. 

Question.  In  his  own  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  everywhere  else. 

Question.  Is  it  bad  in  North  Alabama  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir:  bad  in  here  in  Huntsville,  bad  io  Blount,  bad  every  where  else. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama^  Ootoher  11,  1871. 
JOHN  VANVALKENBERG  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  you  were  called  at  the  request  of  the  miuority  of  this  committee^ 
General  Blair  will  conduct  your  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Colonel,  will  you  state  how  long  you  have  lived  in  Alabama  ? 

Ansiver.  I  came  to  Alabama  in  December,  1866. 

Question.  From  what  State  did  you  come  ? 

Answer.  From  Indiana. 

Question.  Had  you  been  in  the  Federal  Army  during  the  war,  colonel  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  command  did  you  hold  ? 

Ansive7\  I  was  colonel  of  the  Twentieth.  I  went  out  captain  of  a  company;  when  I 
left  the  service  I  was  colonel  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  in  Indiana  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Lakin,  who 
subsequently  came  to  live  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  lived  in  the  town  I  came  from — Peru,  Miami  County,  Indiana. 

Question.  What  w  as  his  general  rex)utatiou  in  the  town  in  which  he  lived  ? 

Answer.  In  Indiana  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  know  nothing  particularly  against  him,  as  a  man,  in  Indiana.  I 
knew  that  he  claimed  to  be  a  Methodist  preacher,  but  was  not  allowed  to  attend  in 
any  of  their  conferences  there  at  all. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  he  was  not  allowed  to  attend  the  conferences  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  something  that  happened  in  the  State  of  New  York,  or  New  York 
City.  He  was  stationed  there  as  a  missionary,  I  think,  in  the  Five  Points. — the  way 
the  story  comes  to  me — and  he  was  charged  with  seducing  his  own  niece  there ;  at  least, 
that  is  his  wife's  story  for  it. 

Question.  And  for  that  reason  he  was  not  permitted,  in  Indiana,  to  attend  the  Meth- 
odist conference  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  suspended  or  excluded  from  the  church. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  did  some  circuit-riding  there  and  preaching ;  but  when  the 
Methodist  conference  met  in  our  town,  Mr.  Hoffman,  a  Methodist  preacher,  was  there, 
xmd  noticed  that  Mr.  Lakin  did  not  go  into  the  conference,  and  he,  Hoffman,  told 
me  that  he  was  not  allowed  to ;  that  that  class  of  men  did  not  go  into  the  Methodist 
conference  in  Indiana. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  the  cause  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  heard  that  from  others  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  Mrs.  Wilkinson,  of  Peru,  told  my  wife  that  Mrs.  Lakin  told  her 
that  was  the  charge,  but  she  did  not  believe  it. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Lakin  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  known  him  since  July,  1866.  I  was  down  here  in  Jul}^,  1860, 
before  I  moved  here,  and  he  was  here  then. 

Question.  What  w^as  the  character  he  bore  in  this  community  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  rather  hard. 

Question.  State  what  it  was. 

Answer.  Well,  he  is  considered  a  disturber  of  the  peace  here.  He  has  organized,  I 
believe,  some  churches  here,  or  a  negro  church  down  here,  a  Methodist  church.  There 
appearrs  to  be  considerable  ill-feeling  amongst  the  negroes  toward  him.  I  understood 
that  they  claimed  that  they  paid  him  for  the  ground  the  church  stands  on  ;  that  it  wa» 
bought  some  way  in  his  name ;  that  they  have  paid  him  for  the  ground  and  he  did  not 
make  them  a  deed.    This  is  the  darkies'  story.  ^ 
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Question.  Does  the  church  stand  in  his  name  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that. 

Question.  Had  he  any  means  to  purchase  and  build  that  church  of  his  own  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not  of  his  own.  I  think  if  he  did  it,  it  was  done  through  the  North- 
ern Methodist  church  in  one  way  or  other.  He  was  down  here  as  kind  of  a  missionary, 
organizing  a  branch  of  that  church  here. 

Question.  Will  you  state  what  is  his  character  here  among  the  white  people— his  gen- 
eral character  ? 

Answer.  It  is  bad. 

Question.  In  what  respect  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  consider  him  a  disturber,  an  agitator  and  disturber,  working  up 
the  negroes  against  the  whites. 

'Question.  How  in  regard  to  his  truth  and  veracity  ? 

Ansicer.  Do  you  mean  what  is  his  general  reputation  for  it  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir ;  his  general  reputation. 

Answer.  Well,  as  talked  on  the  streets,  as  spoken  of  on  the  streets,  you  mean  ? 

Question.  Yes,  generally. 

Answer.  It  is  bad,  sir. 

Question.  Would  you,  from  what  you  know  of  him,  believe  him  on  his  oath  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not ;  not  since  he  testified  in  Washington,  if  that  is  the  true  report 
of  his  testimony  there  ;  the  evidence  he  gave  on  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Madison 
County  I  could  not  believe. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  speak  here  ? 

Answe7\  Make  a  speech  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  think  he  does  that,  only  in  his  profession. 

Question.  As  a  preacher  ? 

Ansiver.  As  a  preacher. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  make  a  political  speech  ? 

Answer.  I  never  did.  He  does  his  work — bushwhacking  as  they  call  it  in  Miami 
County — going  around  and  doing  it  by  talking  to  people. 

Question.  Was  he  a  candidate  for  the  Senate  ? 

Ansiver.  Here  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  of  his  having  the  nomination  for  any  oflSce  here. 

Question.  I  mean  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate  before  the  legislature. 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know ;  there  were  so  many  of  them  candidates  there  that  I  could 
not  keep  the  run  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  his  character  was  in  Peru,  as  a  man  of  truth  and 
veracity  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  I  ever  heard  anything  said  against  his  character  for  truth  and 
veracity  there.    He  is  the  first  secessionist  I  ever  knew. 
Question.  A  secessionist  ? 

Ansiver.  He  split  the  Methodist  church  in  Peru  and  took  half  of  it. 

Question.  Was  that  during  the  war  or  before  it  ? 

Answer.  Before  the  war. 

Question.  Was  it  well  understood  that  that  was  his  course  there  ? 

Answer.  I  say  secessionist  because  it  amounts  to  that.  They  split  on  the  mode  of 
seating  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  together.  They  had  no  disagreement  previous  to  his 
coming  there,  and  he  was  opposed  to  their  sitting  together,  and  the  balance  of  the 
church,  a  large  proportion  of  them,  were  in  favor  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  sitting 
together.  They  thought  a  man  and  his  family  could  sit  together.  They  have  a  choir 
to  sing  and  an  organ.  He  was  opposed  to  that  and  he  drew  off  with  his  followers  and 
went  and  started  a  little  shebang  in  the  lower  end  of  the  town. 

Question.  In  speaking  of  him  as  a  secessionist  you  only  allude  to  *  his  breaking  off 
from  the  chnrch  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Not  to  anything  political  ? 
Ansiver.  O,  no,  sir,  not  at  all — not  a  political  thing. 

Question.  You  say  you  became  a  colonel  in  the  Army.  How  long  did  you  serve  in  the 
United  States  Army  ? 

Answeri  About  two  years,  twenty-three  months,  I  think  it  was. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  long  did  you  know  Mr.  Lakin  in  Peru  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  knew  him  about  three  years  before  the  war.  I  would  not  be  posi- 
tive/ 

Question.  Was  he  a  good  citizen  during  that  time  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  yes,  sir,  I  think  he  was.    I  did  not  know  anything  against  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  against  his  character  during  that  time  ? 
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Jnsiver.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Question.  Was  he  engaged  in  preaching  the  gospel  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  heard  that  he  used  to  go  out  and 
preach  in  the  country  occasionally  where  they  needed  a  preacher,  but  was  not^  en- 
gaged. 

Questmi.  What  was  his  occupatiiin  while  living  in  Peru  f 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  that  he  had  an  occupation,  only  preaching  occasionally  at  these 
places.    His  daughter  and  wife  taught  school  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gillam,  a  Methodist  preacher  now  preaching  at 
Logansport  ? 

Anmer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Hon.  James  M.  Tyner,  a  member  of  Congress  living  in  Peru  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  truth  ? 

Answer.  I  should  take  him  to  be  a  man  of  truth. 

Question.  Would  you  rely  upon  any  statement  ho  would  make  in  relation  to  Mr. 
Lakin's  position  and  character  while  he  lived  there. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  I  would. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Harvey  J.  Shirk,  an  attorney  at  Peru  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  good  standing  and  character  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Would  you  rely  with  confidence  upon  any  statement  he  might  make  in 
relation  to  Mr.  Lakin's  standing  and  character  while  living  in  Peru  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  hear  this  charge  of  his  having  seduced  a  niece  at  or 
near  the  Five  Points  in  New  York  ? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  it  in  Peru.  I  did  not  hear  the  charge  definitely  stated.  That  it  was 
a  very  serious  charge  I  heard  in  Peru. 

Question.  Who  did  you  hear  it  from  ? 

Ansiver.  I  could  not  tell  you  who  I  heard  it  from  now.  The  next  time  I  heard  it  was 
from  Harvey  J.  Shirk  here  in  Huntsville. 

Question.  In  what  year  was  that  ? 

Answer.  1  think  it  was  in  1869. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Shirk  express  any  opinion  as  to  his  believing  or  disbelieving  that 
charge  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  express  an  opinion  one  way  or  the  other. 

Question.  How  did  he  come  to  mention  it  ? 

Answer.  He  was  at  my  house,  taking  dinner  with  me  there,  and  asked  me  about 
Lakin  in  the  conversation,  and  I  told  him  he  was  here.  He  asked  me  what  he  was 
doing.  I  tokl  him  he  was  trying  to  organize  a  branch  Methodist  church,  I  believed^ 
and  some  other  things  I  think  likely  I  told  him. 

Question.  When  should  Mrs.  Wilkinson  have  communicated  this  information  to  your 
wife,  in  relation  to  Lakin  ? 

Ansiver.  Last  month. 

Question.  When  your  wife  was  on  a  visit  to  Peru  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  Mrs.  Wilkiason  expressed  her  disbelief  of  the  truth  of  the  state- 
ment ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Mrs.  Lakin  said  she  didn't  believe  it.  I  don't  know  what  Mrs. 
Wilkinson's  notion  was  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  character  of  Mr.  Lakin  generally  discussed  before  he 
gave  his  evidence  ii?  Washington  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  thousands  of  times. 

■Question.  You  say  his  character  was  bad  on  account  of  his  being  a  disturber  of  the 
peace  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  did  he  disturb  the  peace  ? 

Answer.  In  stirring  up  the  negroes  against  the  whites  down  here. 

Question.  Down  where  ? 

Answer.  Down  here  in  Huntsville,  and  in  this  county,  and  all  over.  You  could  hear 
of  him  all  over  Jackson  County,  and  Blount  County,  and  difttjrent  counties  that  he 
traversed. 

Question.  From  whom  does  your  information  proceed  that  he  was  disturbing  the 
peace  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  it  published  in  the  papers  here,  and  I  have  seen  affidavits  made 
by  citizens  around  through  the  counties. 

Question.  Published  in  the  papers  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Question.  While  Mr.  Lakin  was  here  ?  r~^  i 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  attend  any  meeting  where  such  disturhauce  took  place  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  attended  very  few  political  meetings  since  I  have  beea  in 
Huntsville. 

Question.  Were  they  political  meetings  at  which  these  disturbances  were  created  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  disturbances  made  by  coing  on  the  plantations,  and  this 
going  and  gathering  the  negroes  together,  and  arraying  them,  and  urging  them,  and 
talking  to  them  against  the  whites. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  to  them— what  was  his  language  ? 

Answer.  1  cannot  tell  you.   I  never  heard  him. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Queston.  Did  they  commit  any  acts  on  account  of  his  teachings? 
Answer.  I  don't  l^now  as  to  that. 

Question.  Did  they  make  any  disturbance  of  the  peace  on  account  of  his  teachings  ? 
Answer,  I  don't  know  that  they  did.    I  could  not  say ;    I  could  not  pick  on  anything 
particular. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  never  heard  him  yourself  harangue  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  anybody  who  has  heard  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  seen  a  statement  in  the  paper  here,  coming  from  a  man  in 
Jackson  County — I  don^t  know  whether  it  was  in  1887  or  1868 — that  Lakin  was  travel- 
ing through  that  county,  and  stopped  at,  I  think,  a  confederate  soldier's  liouse,  and 
Mr.  Lakin  asked  to  stay  all  night,  and  he  told  him  he  could.  This  was  the  statement 
in  the  paper,  sworn  to  by  the  man,  and  Mr.  Lakin  sat  down  on  the  porch  and  talked 
to  him,  and  told  him  that  times  had  changed  here ;  that  the  negro  had  got  to  be  on  an 
equality  with  white  folks  now,  and  had  the  same  rights  that  white  men  had.  Supper 
was  ready,  and  they  invited  Mr.  Lakin  in  to  supper,  and  he  ate  supper  ;  and  when  he 
got  ready  to  go  to  bed,  the  man  showed  him  a  bed  to  get  into  ;  and  Mr.  Lakin  stepped 
up  to  the  bed  and  saw  it  was  occupied,  and  he  saw  a  negro  in  the  bed,  and  he  looked 
around  at  this  man.  The  man  was  there  standing  at  the  door,  and  told  him  that  was 
the  bed  he  had  to  sleep  in  j  and  this  statement  says  that  he  then  got  into  the  bed  and 
slept  with  the  negro. 

Question.  Who  was  the  man  who  made  that  affidavit  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  the  name  now.    It  was  published  in  the  paper. 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  him  in  my  life. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  a  man  to  be  believed  or  not  ? 

Ansiver.  I  could  not  say  anything  about  it.  It  was  in  1867  or  1868,  and  I  was  on  the 
plantation  in  1867,  and  I  was  not  very  well  acquainted  with  the  county. 

Question.  Was  that  mentioned  as  an  instance  of  his  disturbing  the  peace? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  I  was  just  telling  you  one  of  the  articles  that  was  in  the  paper. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  it  was  Hobson's  choice  with  him,  to  sleep  with 
the  negro,  or  not  have  a  bed  at  all  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  understand  anything  about  it.  I  didn't  understand  that  at 
all.  I  suppose  the  young  man  thought  it  was  right  for  him  to  practice  what  he 
preached.    So  I  judged  from  reading  the  article. 

Question.  You  know  nothing  of  the  truth  of  the  statement  contained  in  that  article? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  only  it  was  a  sworn  affidavit. 

Question.  You  may  proceed  to  state  more  particularly  than  you  have,  in  what  way 
Mr.  Lakin  disturbed  the  peace. 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  that  I  can  state  it  any  further  than  his  talking  with  the  negroes 
in  these  gatherings,  where  they  gather  them  for  preaching. 

Question.  But  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  never  heard  him  talk  to  the  negroes  ? 

Ansiver.  I  never  did  hear  him  talk. 

Question.  You  never  saw  him  bushwhacking,  as  you  call  it? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Your  information  is  all  second-liand  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  saw  it  published  in  the  papers. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  feeling  in  the  community  against  Mr.  Lakin 
on  account  of  his  mission  to  the  South  to  organize  churches  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  how  that  is,  Mr.  Pratt.  There  is  one  thing  that  brought  down 
on  him  and  made  a  very  ill  feeling  toward  Mr.  Lakin  and  his  family.  When  he  first 
came  here,  or  in  1867  rather,  he  was  living  here,  and  his  daughter  was  writing  letters 
to  the  North,  slandering  and  running  down  the  people  here,  and  calling  them  all  kinds 
of  names  that  you  can  think  of,  that  a  woman  ^vould  call  them,  in  those  articles ;  and 
those  papers  were  sent  right  back  here,  and  those  articles  copied  in  these  papers. 

Hostea  Dy  vjv_/v^pi  iC 
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Question.  He  suifered  on  account  of  bis  daughter's  writing  ? 

Answer.  That  fetched  him  more  prominently  before  the  peoj^le,  and  they  noticed  him 
more  than  they  would  otherwise. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  a  single  act  of  immoral  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lakin, 
while  ho  dwelt  for  years  in  this  community? 

A  nswer.  I  do  not. 

QiiesHou.  Did  you  ever  hear  a  single  act  of  immoral  conduct  rex)orted  against  him 
while  he  lived  here? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  heard  intimations  of  things,  but  I  never  heard  anything 
that  could  be  traced  to  any  authentic  source. 

Qucsiion.  Did  you  ever  hear  his  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity  called  in  question 
before  he  gave  his  testimony  before  the  committee  at  Washington  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  heard  talk  of  it  on  the  streets.    I  could  not  name  the  parties. 

Question.  On  what  ground  was  his  truthfulness  challenged,  and  his  character  for 
truth  brought  into  question  ? 

Answsi'.  About  the  time  before  he  left  for  Washington  it  was  known  all  over  town 
here  that  he  was  summoned  before  the  committee  there,  and  it  was  talked  of  that  he 
was  a  tit  subject  to  go  before  the  committee  ;  that  he  would  testify  to  anything  they 
would  ask  him  to. 

Question.  Who  was  it  that  spoke  up  then  and  charged  him  with  untruth  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know.  It  was  the  general  talk  over  town  about  his  going  there,  and 
his  name  was  mentioned  in  connection  with  others. 

Question.  Did  any  one  say  he  had  been  guilty  of  telling  lies  while  living  here  in  this 
community  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Then  the  apprehension  was  thaj  he  would  tell  untruths  ? 

Answer.  Well,  that  is  the  way  they  expressed  it. 

Question.  His  family  is  living  here  yet,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  you.  I  think  there  is  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Rains, 
who  married  his  daughter,  here.  I  see  Eains  here  occasionally,  but  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  seen  Mrs.  Lakin  or  Mrs.  Rains  for  &ix  months. 

Question.  You  heard  of  his  house  being  fired  into,  did  you  not? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  this  statement,  have  you,  that 
it  was  fired  into  ? 

Answer.  ISlo,  sir;  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it,  for  I  live  in  the  house  and  the  bullet- 
holes  are  there  ;  but  I  have  great  reason  to  doubt  that  any  one  fired  into  it  unless  it 
was  some  one — well,  the  general  impression  is,  that  it  was  some  darkies  that  he  had 
wronged  some  way  in  planting  operations  here. 

Question.  You  say  that  was  the  general  impression  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Among  what  class  of  people  ? 

Answer.  Among  the  whites.  I  have  heard  it  was  expressed  by  the  darkies  them- 
selves, but  nevei'  to  me.  There  was  some  trouble  between  Mr.  Lakin  and  a  gang  of 
darkies  that  I  think  he  was  backing  in  raising  a  crop  in  1866. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  a  single  man  of  the  republican  faith  speak  against 
Mr.  Lakin's  character  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have,  because  I  have  not  talked  a  great  deal  with  any 
of  the  republicans.  I  don't  think  that  there  are  more  than  a  dozen  or  two  in  town 
that  I  ever  talk  to  much. 

Question.  Why  ?    Do  you  have  no  correspondence  at  all  with  the  republicans  here  ? 

Answer.   O,  yes,  sir ;  but  there  is  a  certain  class  of  them  that  I  have  no  use  for. 

Question.  What  class  do  you  refer  to  ? 

Answer.  A  class  of  men  who  vote  the  republican  ticket  here. 

Question.  That  you  have  no  use  for  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  don't  want  to  associate  with  them. 

Question.  What  is  the  trouble  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Because  I  think  they  are  not  fit  for  anybody  to  associate  with,  that  class  of 
men.  I  am  not  speaking  now  of  the  respectable  republicans,  but  of  a  certain  class  that 
is  here. 

Question.  Men  from  the  North  ? 

Ansiver.  Some  of  them  are  from  the  North,  some  are  not. 

Question.  You  are  not  down  on  carpet-baggers,  are. you? 

Ansiver.  1  am  pretty  tight  on  some  of  them. 

Question.  Do  they  ever  call  you  a  carpet-bagger  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Yet  you  were  born  and  raised  in  the  Northern  States  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  r-^  j 

Question.  But  your  party  never  designate  you  a  carpet-bagger?  5d  by  vjOOQ IC 
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Ansiver.  Tlaey  never  have,  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Tliat  term,  tlien,  is  only  apx)lie(l  to  republicans  wlio  come  down  liere  with 
carpet-bags  ? 

Ansiver.  It  is  only  applied  to  these  fellows  who  came  and  squat  around  the  country 
seeking  office,  deluding  the  negroes  and  getting  them  to  vote  for  them,  and  then 
tripping  them. 

Question.  Do  they  not  apply  it  to  all  men  indiscriminately,  who  come  from  the  North 
and  vote  the  republican  ticket  and  are  outspoken  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir.  I  never  heard  of  a  man  calling  Mr.  Yandeven  ter  a  carpet-bagger, 
or  Mr.  Tancre,  who  is  from  Wisconsin,  and  is  a  republican. 

Question.  Did  this  community  take  you  'by  the  hand  when  you  came  and  settled 
with  them  h 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  have  treated  you  since  with  kindness  ? 

Ansiver.  I  never  had  a  cross  word  said  to  me  but  once. 

Question.  Are  you  upon  terms  of  entire  social  equality  with  the  old  residents  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  visit  in  their  families,  and  do  they  visit  in  your  family  ? 

Answer.  To  a  certain  extent  they  do.  They  have  very  strong  lines.  I  don't  suppose 
there  is  a  place  in  the  world  where  they  are  more  aristocratic  in  their  views  than  they 
are  here. 

Question.  You  mean  there  are  certain  people  of  your  own  political  faith,  who  do  not 
visit  you,  and  you  do  not  visit  them  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  visit  their  families. 

Question.  Is  it  because  you  are  a  northern  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qyuestion.  What  is  the  reason  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  money  enough.  If  I  had  money  enough,  and  was  a  radical,  I 
could  go  anywhere.    It  is  money.     ''  Money  is  what  makes  the  mare  go." 

Question.  So  that  a  radical,  with  money,  could  go  with  the  aristocracy  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  is  the  standard  of  respectability  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  same  as  it  is  up  North.  There  are  plenty 
of  radicals  and  republicans  as  well  as  democrats  there  that  hold  themselves  above 
common  people.    They  have  their  rings  there  as  well  as  in  other  places. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  money  is  the  standard  in  Peru  and  in  Log^n sport,  where 
we  have  both  been  ? 

Answer.  Peru  and  Logansport  are  different  from  any  other  x>k'>'Ces  that  I  have  ever 
been  in,  Mr.  Pratt.  They  don't  draw  the  lines  so  close  there.  You  know  they  have 
not  the  wealth. 

Question.  There  are  such  men  as  John  Miller,  and  D.  P.  Bearss,  and  John  T.  Mussel- 
man,  and  W.  W.  Haney,  they  are  not  aristocrats,  and  have  they  not  money  enough? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  how  it  is  with  you  Logansport  people.  I  know  John  Miller 
was  not  an  aristocrat,  but  George  L.  Dart  you  know  is,  and  he  is  a  republican. 

Question.  But  he  is  not  a  man  of  large  wealth,  is  he  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  but  he  throws  himself  back  on  his  dignity  very  much. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  Mr.  Lakin  organizing  a  negro  church  here,  and  about 
their  putting  up  a  house,  but  that  he  withholds  a  deed  for  the  lot. 

Answer.  That  is  the  story  coming  from  the  negro  members  of  the  church. 

Question.  Have  you  conversed  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  With  how  many  of  them  ! 

Answer.  Two  or  three  of  them.  They  came  around  two  or  three  times  a  year  for 
contributions  for  their  churches. 

Question.  Are  these  negroes  you  speak  of  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  are  members  of  the  church  Mr.  Lakin  organized.  That  is  the 
church  between  here  and  the  depot,  down  here. 

Question.  Are  not  the  negroes  in  possession  of  the  church  and  worshiping  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  complaint  has  been  made  that  he  withheld  the  title  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  way  they  tell  it ;  that  it  has  been  paid  for  and  he  with- 
holds the  deed. 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  the  other  side  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  anytliing  of  the  merits  of  the  case  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  anything  about  it  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  this  charge  was  made  against   Mr.  Lakia 
while  he  was  living  in  New  York  City,  at  Five  Points  ?  .-^crlf^ 
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Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  way  I  understand  it. 

Question.  Subsequent  to  thatj  did  lie  live  in  Peru,  Indiana  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  correctly  as  saying  that  he  was  not  i^ermitted  to  go 
iuto  the  general  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcox^al  Church,  but  that  he  continued 
to  ride  a  circuit  about  the  country  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  Mr.  Hoffman  told  me  he  was  not  allowed  to  attend  fche  Methodist 
conference  there,  but  I  understood  he  was  doing  a  little  preaching  on  his  own  hook 
outside  wherever  they  wanted  a  preacher  occasionally. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  he  continued  his  ecclesiastical  connection 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  while  at  Peru,  Indiana  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  what  connection  he  had  with  it.  Mr.  Hoffman  told  me  he  was 
not  allowed  to  attend  the  conference;  that  he  was  not  admitted. 

Question.  Was  he  a  licensed  i)reacher  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  the  time  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  He  did  preach  ? 

Ansiver.  He  preached  around  through  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Eice  : 

Question.  Was  he  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church  ? 
Answer.  I  suppose  he  must  have  been." 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  would  retain  a  man  in  its 
ministry  under  such  a  charge  of  guilt  ,*  much  less  do  you  think  they  would  allow  him 
to  preach? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  how  they  could  hinder  him,  if  ho  wanted  to  j)reach  on  his  own 
hook.    I  have  a  right  to  preach,  if  I  want  to. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  had  maintained  his  connection  with  the 
church  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Was  there  more  than  one  Methodist  colored  church  here  at  the  close  of  the 
war  ? 

Answer.  At  the  close  of  the  war  I  was  not  here. 

Question.  Was  there  at  the  time  you  arrived  here? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  I  could  tell  you  now  whether  there  was  or  not.  I  think 
there  are  two  down  here,  either  Baptist  or  Methodist,  or  something  or  other. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  colored  people  of  this  city  who  composed  the 
Methodist  church  here,  had  a  right  to  worship  in  a  building  which  they  put  up  on  a 
lot,  the  use  of  which  was  given  to  them  so  long  as  they  continued  in  connection  with 
the  Tennessee  conference  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  You  never  heard  that  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  it.  I  heard  there  was  some  trouble  about  the  Baptist  church 
down  here.  Mr.  Lakin  had  something  to  do  with  it  in  some  way,  and  got  an  order 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  this  departmenj]  turning  the  church  over  to  some  other 
denomination. 

Question.  Was  that  the  one  the  colored  people  had  built  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Lakin  organize  any  Methodist  church  here  whatever  ? 

Answer.  I  think  ho  did. 

Question.  Are  you  positive  upon  that  i)oint  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  positive. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  organized  it,  or  whether  he  came  here  and 
found  a  church  organized  ? 

Answer.  I  am  rather  under  the  impression  that  the  church  lot  was  bought  by  some 
one  and  the  church  built,  or  a  building  may  have  been  on  it,  (that  was  a  building 
down  between  here  and  the  depot,)  since  he  has  come  here.   • 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  church  was  given  by  him  or  not  ? 

Ariswer.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  know  anything  about  that.  I  know  there  was  considerable 
excitement  about  the  mode  of  his  trying  to  get  this  church  away  from  the  denomina- 
tion that  had  it  in  charge  here,  that  is,  the  Baptist  Church.  The  order  was  counter- 
manded and  issued  again,  and  countermanded  again,  so  the  papers  stated.  Finally  the 
old  Bai)tist  retained  the  church. 

Question.  Was  not  that  the  Methodist  church,  instead  of  the  Baptist  church  ? 

Answer.  It  is  the  Baptist  church  now,  and  has  been  used  as  a  Baptist  church  ever 
since.    It  is  this  brick  church  right  back  of  the  hotel  here. 

QUestion.  In  regard  to  Mr.  Lakin  I  wish  to  ask  you  a  question,  which  was  asked  and 
answered  by  Judge  Dox,  and  is  found  on  page  439  of  his  testimony  : 

/'  Question  [by  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Poland.]  What  act  did  you  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Lakin 
committing  that  was  derogatory  to  his  character  as  a  Christian  minister?" 

Hosteaoy  Google 
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The  answer  to  that  question  is  this : 

"  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  heard  of  any  specilic  act  derogatory  to  his  character  as  a 
Christian  minister." 

Now,  before  the  13th  day  of  June  last,  did  you  ever  hear  anything  that  was  deroga- 
tory, or  do  you  know  of  any  act  that  he  committed  in  this  community,  dero^tory  to 
his  character  as  a  Christian  minister  ? 

Ansicer,  I  don't  know  that  I  could  answer  that.  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  heard 
anything  here  but  what  you  would  call  that  report,  if  true 

Question.  I  am  not  talking  about  the  report.  I  want  you  to  specify  any  act  that  he 
committed,  while  living  here  as  your  fellow-townsman,  that  was  derogatory  to  his 
character. 

Answer.  I  might  sa,y  this :  1  don't  think,  from  my  notion  of  Christianity^  that  any 
preacher  has  a  right  to  meddle  with  politics,  as  long  as  he  is  j)reaching,  acting  as  *a 
preacher. 

Question.  You  referred  to  some  reports.  How  did  these  reports  of  Mr.  Lakin  reach 
you?  Did  they  come  through  the  newspapers  or  were  they  rumors,  communicated 
from  one  to  the  other  ? 

Answer.  Which  reports  ? 

Question.  The  rumors  you  have  heard  derogatory  to  liis  character  ;  how  did  you  obtain 
them  f 

Answer.  I  have  seen  them  published  in  the  papers,  and  heard  this  principal  one ;  my 
wife  told  me  of  that.  I  did  not  hear  the  specitic  charge  until  she  returned  from  iho 
North,  and  it  was  rather  strange  to  me  that  Mrs.  Wilkinson,  knowing  Mr.  Dan  as  well 
as  I  do  and  that  he  is  a  decided  republican,  should  say  that  much  about  Mr.  Lakin. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Lakin  was  sent  down  here  by  the  Cincinnati  confer- 
ence of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Under  the  supervision  of  the  late  Bishop  Clark  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  anything  about  who  sent  him  here. 

Question.  If  that  was  the  case,  do  you  think  the  Methodist  Church  would  send  down 
here  to  such  a  responsible  position  as  this  a  man  under  such  a  charge  as  that  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  know.  The  bishop  might  not  have  known  anything  about  this 
previous  report.  It  appears  he  was  not  allowed  in  the  Methodist  conference  of  Indiana 
on  some  ground  or  other,  and  the  report  was.  that  there  was  some  crime  that  he  was 
charged  with  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Question.  These  ecclesiastical  bodies,  conferences,  are  presided  over  in  turn  by  the 
different  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Church,  are  they  not  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  answer  that.    I  don't  know  anything  about  their  drill. 

Question.  I  believe  they  are  so  presided  over,  so  that  the  bishop  of  that  Indiana  con- 
ference might  be,  the  subsequent  year,  the  presiding  officer  of  the  Cincinnati  confer- 
ence, and  so  be  changed  about ;  and  in  fact  while  Mr.  Lakin  was  here.  Bishop  Clark, 
Bishop  Janes,  and  Bishop  Simpson,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  all  presided 
over  the  conference  of  wliich  this  district  was  a  part.  Now,  do  you  think  it  possible 
for  those  three  persons  to  have  retained  here  a  minister  who  was  resting  under  such  a 
charge  as  that  of  which  you  have  spoken  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  they  might  do.  The  charge  was  there  ;  it  was  never  de- 
nied ;  it  was  admitted ;  and  still  he  came  down  here  in  that  capacity. 

Question.  Do  you  usually  believe  newspaper  reports  that  you  hear  ? 

Answer.  This  was  not  a  newspaper  report  j  this  was  told  as  the  truth. 

Question.  The  statement  you  referred  to  in  the  papers  here  ? 

Anstver.  And  do  I  usually  believe  them  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Ansiver.  I  don't  think  all  such  statements  are  to  be  relied  upon,  but  a  great  many  of 
them  are,  especially  if  they  are  backed  up  by  circumstances  and  other  evidence. 

Question.  I  remember  a  few  years  ago,  not  more  than  three  years,  of  having  received 
a  newspaper  slip  containing  extracts  from  some  paper  in  Indiana,  which  spoke  in 
very  derogatory  terms  of  so'me  of  your  family  connection.  I  never  have  given  any 
credence  to  those  statements.  I  never  have  asked  about  them.  I  remember  simply  of 
seeing  them,  but  have  passed  them  by.  Do  you  not  think  that  such  reports  frequently 
get  out — reports  that  may  be  true  or  false  ? 

Anstver.  If  you  had  hunted  for  the  author  of  that  report,  you  would  have  found  it  to 
be  Mr.  Lakin,  and  he  referred  those  parties  to  the  chairman  of  the  republican  central 
committee  of  Alabama,  and  I  wrote  to  the  chairman  of  that  committee  and  have  got  his 
answer  in  my  pocket.  That  is  no  fair  way  to  deal  with  any  man.  You  write  a  slander- 
ous  article  against  a  man  and  sign  a  fictitious  name,  and  how  can  he  defend  himself? 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  character  of  much  of  the  newspaper  information  ? 

Ansiver.  But  where  they  give  name  and  place  it  is  a  different  thing. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  anything  of  Mr.  Lakin's  testimony  except  such  portion  of  it 
as  was  sent  by  the  Associated  Press  to  Huntsville,  and  throughout  the  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  see  anything  through  the  Associated  Press.  I  saw  articles 
written  here  in  Huntsville  where  he  is  living.  ><-->•  t 
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Question.  But  in  regard  to  Ms  testimony  in  Washington  ? 

Anstveml  saw  that  in  the  papers. 

Question,  Do  you  judge  him  and  his  character  simply  by  what  you  saw  of  his  testi- 
mony, as  telegraphed  over  the  country  by  the  Associated  Press? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  I  think  that  in  your  testimony  you  stated  that  since  he  gave  his  evidence 
in  Washington  you  would  not  believe  him? 

Answer.  You  asked  for  his  general  reputation  here  for  truth  and  veracity,  and  I  told 
you  that  before  his  testimony  was  given,  at  the  time  they  said  he  was  summoned  to 
testify  before  the  committee,  the  expression  of  different  parties  on  the  street  Was  that 
they  would  not  believe  him  under  oath,  and  after  that  it  was  general  in  the  streets 
that  he  had  stated  that  which  was  false,  because  the  acts  that  he  stated  as  committed 
in  Madison  County  were  not  true,  which  everybody  knew. 

Question.  You  judged  of  the  testimony  by  what  you  saw  in  the  papers  ? 

Answer.  I  judged  from  the  testimony  myself,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned — things  that 
he  stated  as  happening  in  this  county,  about  the  condition  of  it ;  that  a  Union  man  or 
a  republican  living  here  was  not  safe  here,  if  such  was  his  statement 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  was  his  statement  ? 

Answer'.  I  only  know  that  was  in  the  paper.  His  testimony,  as  published  in  the 
Huntsville  paper  here,  was  that  a  Union  man  or  a  republican  could  not  express  his 
eentiments  in  Madison  County ;  that  it  was  not  safe  for  him  to  do  it. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  serve  in  the  Federal  Army  ? 

Ansuwr.  About  twonty-threo  months. 

Question.  Were  you  tried  by  court-martial  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  dismissed  from  the  service  % 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  what  cause  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  charge  was  "  disloyalty  to  the  government,  and  conduct  un- 
becoming an  officer  and  a  gentleman." 

Question.  On  that  charge  you  were  dismissed  ? 

Answer.  On  that  charge  I  was  dismissed,  without  a  trial  and  without  any  specifica- 
tions or  anything  of  the  kind. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  State  all  the  facts  in  reference  to  that  transaction. 

Answer.  I  wish  to  give  an  explanation,  as  you  have  asked  that  question.  'When  I 
took  a  company  out  from  Peru,  Indiana,  I  was  put  in  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Regiment 
with  Colonel  Brown,  of  Logansport.  On  the  resignation  of  Major  Ben  Smith,  I  was 
made  major  of  the  regiment.  On  the  resignation  of  Charles  Murray,  lieutenant  colonel, 
I  was  made  lieutenant  colonel.  On  the  death  of  Colonel  Brown,  at  the  second  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  I  was  made  colonel  of  the  regiment.  At  the  battle  of  the  seven  days'  fight, 
in  front  of  Richmond,!  was  wounded  and  sent  home,  and  while  in  the  hospital  at 
Washington  Mr.  Colfax  fetched  me  my  pay  and  an  order  detailing  me  on  the  recruit- 
ing service  in  Indiana.  I  reported  to  Indianapolis  and  gathered  up  eighty-five  recruits 
for  the  regiment,  I  and  the  recruiting  party.  In  starting  back,  at  Indianapolis,  I 
thought  1  had  not  quite  money  enough  to  take  me  back  to  the  regiment.  I  asked  a  friend 
of  mine  there  for  the  loan  of  $50,  and  he  pulled  me  out  $40  and  gave  it  to  me  and  said, 
'^  I  don't  like  the  idea  of  loaning  money  to  a  man  that  is  fighting  under  this  damned 
nigger  administration."  I  told  him  I  would  send  it  to  him  the  first  pay-day.  The  first 
pay-day  came,  and  I  sent  him  the  money  by  express,  and  wrote  him  that  I  had  done 
so,  and  stated  in  the  letter  that  it  was  the  last  money  I  expected  to  get  for  the  next 
four  months  from  "this  damned  nigger  administration."  I  put  that  in,  intending  to 
use  his  expression,  his  "damned  nigger  administration."  That  letter  went  to  Indian- 
apolis, and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Reynolds,  a  sutler  there,  (this  other  man's  name  was 
Reynolds,  too,)  took  the  letter  out  of  the  olfice  through  a  mistake,  opened  it  and 
read  it  over  and  took  it  to  Morton.  Morton  asked  the  Secretary  of  War  to  dismiss  me 
from  the  service ;  and  on  that  letter  I  was  dismissed  from  the  service,  without  any 
charges  or  specifications. 

Question.  Or  any  opportunity  to  explain  ? 

Ansiver.  Without  any.  I  went  to  Washington  at  the  request  of  General  Hooker. 
He  and  General  Birney  gave  me  the  strongest  papers  they  could  for  me  to  go  and  ask  a 
hearing  of  the  else.  I  went ;  and  Mr.  James  Hughes,  of  Indiana,  and  Dr.  Evarts  went 
with  me  to  the  President.  One  of  them  I  met  from  the  camp  in  front  of  Fredericks- 
burg, coming  to  Washington.  General  Sickles  told  me  he  would  withhold  the  publi- 
cation of  the  order  until  I  could  go  to  Washington  and  do  something  about  the  matter. 
Mr.  Hughes  went  to  the  President,  and  the  President  told,  him  he  had  not  the  scratch 
of  a  pen  against  me  in  his  possession ;  that  he  never  had  heard  of  me  before.  Still  I 
was  dismissed  by  order  of  the  President,  through  Stanton.  I  could  get  no  trial,  no 
hearing,  nothing  of  the  kind.    When  I  asked  for  it  they  told  me  I  would  have  to  go  to 
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Indianapolis  and  see  Governor  Morton.  Hero  are  a  few  of  the  testimonials  from  offi" 
cers,  from  General  Hooker  down  to  the  lowest  commissioned  officer  there gjvas  in  the 
whole  army  of  the  Potomac,  so  far  as  I  was  known  in  it.  [Exhibiting  documents  ap- 
pended to  the  testimony  of  this  witness.]  These  are  certified  copies  of  the  originals. 
The  originals  I  sent  to  Mr.  Lincoln  about  two  weeks  before  he  was  killed,  and  never 
heard  from  them.  These  are  certified  to  by  Alexander  Black,  circuit  clerk  of  Miami 
County,  Indiana ;  and  also  this  printed  copy  I  submit  for  the  use  of  the  committee.  A 
copy  of  the  whole  of  them  was  printed  in  a  newspaper  in  my  defense,  in  answer  to 
that  slanderous  article  published  here.  That  article  was  not  published  here,  but  made 
tip  in  printed  packages  and  deposited  on  the  train  in  Peru,  Indiana,  by  this  man 
Lakin's  daughter,  and  scattered  broadcast  over  this  town  herej  every  merchant  and 
<}very  business  man  here  received  one,  without  any  signature  to  it.  It  gave  as  author- 
ity the  chairman  of  the  republican  central  committee  of  Alabama  for  the  truth  of  these 
statements.    I  wrote  to  him.    I  think  his  name  is  Bocock. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Glascock,  is  it  not  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  the  man.  His  answer  is  there.  He  did  not  think  the  republican 
party  had  got  so  low  as  to  stoop  to  that  kind  of  doings  in  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  If  you  will  file  that  paper  it  will  be  appended  to  your  testimony. 

Answer.  I  would  ask  that  as  a  favor  of  the  chairman  of  this  committee.     Here  are 
the  testimonials ;  here  are  certified  copies  in  manuscript.    You  know  Aleck  Black^s  ■ 
signature,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  this  will  show  you  that  there  was  great  injustice  done 
here.    This  slander  has  been  circulated  all  over  the  land. 

By  the  ChairmajN^  : 

Question.  Referring  to  what  you  have  said  in  reference  to  Mr.  Lakin,  I  wish  to  in- 
quire if  you  ever  heard  it  gainsaid,  or  controverted,  that  he  came  here  by  the  direct 
authority  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  for  the  purpose  of  extending  its  mem- 
bership into  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  he  came  down  to  organize  a  branch  of  the  Northern 
Methodist  Church. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  came  down  clothed  with  proper  authority  from 
the  ecclesiastical  authorities  of  that  church  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  about  that ;  I  just  heard  the  simple  statement.  In 
1866,  when  I  came  here,  there  was  a  man  named  Applegate,  and  a  man  named  Robin- 
son, who  used  to  be  a  partner  of  Applegate,  and  I  got  acquainted  with  Applegate  and 
Robinson  in  1866  here,  and  whilst  in  their  office  Lakin  came  in.  That  is  the  time  this 
excitement  was  going  on  about  this  Baptist  Church ;  and  knowing  Lakin  as  well  as  I 
did  in  Peru,  I  asked  Applegate  what  he  was  doing  here,  and  he  told  me  he  was  attempt- 
ing to  organize  a  branch  of  the  Methodist  Church  North  here. 

Question.  But  you  do  not  know  whether  it  was  by  authority  of  that  church  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Bishop  Clark,  of  Cincinnati,  or  Bishop  Simpson,  or 
Bishop  Janes,  visited  Huntsville  during  the  time  Mr.  Lakin  was  living  here  and  work- 
ing in  the  interest  of  the  church  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  never  did.  There  was  a  man  named  Chalfont  who,  I  think,  lived 
in  the  house  when  Mr.  Lakin's  house  burned  up  ;  I  am  not  positive  about  that. 

Question.  What  of  him  ? 

Answer.  You  asked  me  if  I  knew  any  of  these  other  parties  ;  I  knew  him. 

"Question.  Was  he  a  Methodist  minister  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  of  higher  authority  than  Mr.  Lakin  in  the  church  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  how  that  was. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  those  bishops  visiting  here  and  sux>erintending  the 
work  of  Mr.  Lakin  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  Bishop  Clark  holding  a  conference  in  1866  in  Talladega  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  here  then. 

Question.  Or  Bishop  Simpson,  in  1869,  visiting  Georgia  and  Alabama  to  preside  over 
the  ecclesiastical  body  ;  did  you  hear  of  his  visit  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  not  here  ;  it  might  have  been  at  Talladega,  but  I  did  not  hear  of  it 
at  the  time.  I  don't  take  any  of  the  Huntsville  papers  at  all,  and  never  have  }  I  think 
the^  are  mighty  poor  excuses  for  newspapers  and  I  don^t  take  any  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  operate  with  the  democratic  party  here,  do  you  ? 
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Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  As  they  say  in  that  article  which  I  have  given  you  with  those  tee- 
timonials,  I  was  raised  a  democrat  and  expect  to  die  one  nnless  there  is  some  better 
prospect  than  I  see  now. 

Question.  You  are  regarded  as  being  a  pretty  strong,  bitter  partisan,  are  you  nat  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  they  charge  me  with  being  a  conservative. 


APPENDIX. 

The  documents  referred  to  by  the  witness,  John  Vanvalkenburg,  in  his  testimony 
above,  as  printed  in  the  Huntsville  Daily  Independent,  Sunday,  November  22, 1868,  con- 
sisting of  communications,  testimonials,  &c.,  together  with  editorial  matter  accom- 
panying the  same,  are  as  follows : 

AN  ANONYMOUS  SLANDER  NAILED  TO  THE  COUNTER. 

We  have  been  furnished  for  publication  by  thefriendsof  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg,  with 
a  large  mass  of  testimony  in  refutation  of  the  secret  and  cowardly  attack  which  was 
lately  made  upon  him  in  this  community.  The  attack  was  in  the  shape  of  an  anony- 
mous circular.  We  have  one  of  them  before  us,  from  which  we  extract  enough  to 
expose  its  slanderous  and  cowardly  character : 

''  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  September  20, 1868. 
"  To  the  Citizens  of  North  Alabama  : 

^^  Fp:llow-Citizens  :  Some  days  ago  I  walked  into  the  office  of  a  friend  and  picked 
up  a  Huntsville  paper,  in  which  I  saw  what  purported  to  be  a  speech  made  by  one 
John  Vanvalkenburg,  of  Huntsville,  formerly  a  citizen  of  Peru,  Indiana,  in  whicli  he 
says  that  he  (Vanvalkenburg)  has  been  a  democrat ;  that  he  sucked  democratic  milk ; 
and  that  he  still  drinks  democratic  milk,  and  that  he  always  expects  to  drink  it,  &c. 

^'  Judging  from  said  speech,  said  John  must  be  taking  a  prominent  part  in  politics. 
Having  known  said  John  and  his  family  for  a  number  of  years,  and  also  his  father 
and  family,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  the  good  people  of  Alabama  that  said  John  is 
just  the  kind  of  a  man  that  make  good  democrats  up  here. 

''  Some  years  ago  said  John  was  charged  with  a  penitentiary  offense  in  the  State, 
from  which  he  escaped  by  joining  the  Regular  Army,  in  which  he  served  five  years  as 
a  soldier. 

"  Said  John  never  had  one  drop  of  loyal  blood  in  his  veins ;  he  has  been  regarded  as 
too  bad  a  man  to  ever  be  cultivated  into  a  gentleman.    If  he  is  now  banded  with 
the  Ku-Klux  Klan  or  other  desperadoes,  he  has  at  last  found  his  natural  element. 
•  "  Said  John,  early  in  the  late  war,  held  a  commission  in  the  Twentieth  Indiana  In- 
fantry, from  which  he  was  dismissed  for  treasonable  language. 

^'  The  facts  upon  which  this  statement  is  founded  will  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
chairman  of  the  republican  executive  committee  of  Alabama,  so  if  any  one  doubts  them 
they  can  be  convinced  by  writing  to  him. 

"  CITIZEN. 

^'  Published  by  authority." 

This  infamous  and  cowardly  document  was  put  in  the  mail  on  the  cars  somewhere 
in  Indiana,  and  circulated  through  the  post-office  in  this  community.  No  one  knows 
where  nor  by  whom  it  was  written  nor  when  published.  It  is  thought  to  have  been 
concocted  by  some  cowardly  carpet-bagger  in  this  community,  and  carried  to  Indiana 
to  be  mailed  for  the  purpose  of  evading  discovery,  exposure,  and  punishment.  Colonel 
v.,  being  a  stranger  here,  naturally  desires  to  repel  an  attack  which  never  would  have 
been  made  in  his  own  State  and  among  his  own  people ;  and  if  made  could  have  been 
safely  answered  with  ''  the  mild  laughter  of  contempt." 

The  large  mass  of  documents  in  our  possession,  from  which  selection  has  been  made 
for  publication,  do  emphatically  present  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  to  this  community  as 
a  brave  soldier,  a  true  patriot,  and  an  honest  gentleman.  We  do  not  think  that  any 
one  here  has  ever  given  the  slightest  credence  to  his  secret  and  cowardly  enemies,  yet, 
nevertheless,  we  publish  the  following  in  order  "  to  make  assurance  doubly  sure :" 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps, 
Camp  iiear  Falmouthf  Vii^yinia,  February  19,  1863. 
My  IteAR  Sir  :  By  a  recent  order  of  the  President,  from  the  War  Department,  Colonel 
John  Vanvalkenburg,  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  is  dismissed  from  the  service  of 
the  Government  for  disloyalty  and  conduct  unbecoming  a  gentleman. 
Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  commands  a  brigade  in  the  second  division,  \^hich  will  for- 
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ever  be  associated  with  that  of  the  brave  and  lamented  Kearney.  Of  the  faithful  and 
gallant  services  of  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  you  will  find  abundant  evidence  in  the  tes- 
timonials he  will  exhibit  to  you  from  his  comrades  in  that  division,  with  whom  he 
has  shared  the  honors  of  many  battles,  and  by  the  side  of  whom  he  was  wounded. 
This  officer  has  risen  from  the  grade  of  captain  to  his  present  rank  and  command,  and 
General  Birney,  who  now  commands  the  division,  informs  me  that  he  has  no  superior  in 
the  division  for  loyalty,  courage,  and  good  conduct. 

You  will  share  the  surprise  and  regret  of  those  who  know  and  esteem  Colonel  Van- 
valkenburg, that  he  has  been  dismissed  without  a  trial,  without  a  hearing  ;  that  he 
does  not  know,  nor  can  any  officer  in  the  Army  tell,  what  acts  or  words  of  his  are  as- 
signed as  the  cause  of  this  summary  and  terrible  disgrace. 

I  have  commended  this  faithful  and  accomplished  officer  to  you  because  I  am  sure 
you  desire  to  see  justice  done  between  him  and  the  Government.  I  am  sure  there  is  no 
sufficient  ground  for  the  hard  fate  to  which  he  has  been  consigned  ;  and  if  not  I  need 
not  appeal  to  you  in  his  behalf — not  only  as  your  fellow-citizen,  but  as  a  soldier,  he 
will  have  your  hearty  and  powerful  friendship.  I  think  he  should  not  only  be 
promptly  and  honorably  restored  to  his  command,  but  he  should  be  promoted.  His  ser- 
vices merit  this  recognition,  and  now  it  is  due  to  him  as  a  slight  atonement  for  the 
wrong  he  has  received. 
Faithfully,  &c., 

SICKLES. 

Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax,  M.  C. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Belle  Air,  February  20,  1863. 
General  :  Permit  me  to  encroach  so  far  upon  military  etiquette  as  to  introduce  to 
you  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg.    He  visits  Washington  to  try  and  have  the  order  dismis- 
sing him  revoked. 

I  can  only  say  to  you  that  I  regard  him  as  one  of  the  best  officers  and  soldiers  in  my 
division,  and  in  restoring  him  your  army  will  retain  one  of  its  truest  officers  and  loyal 
citizens. 
The  colonel  only  seeks  an  opportunity  to  meet  the  calumniators  and  the  calumny. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 

Brigadier  General, 
Major  General  Joseph  H.  Hooker, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  letter  from  General  Birney  is  indorsed  as  follows : 

"  Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps,  February  9, 1863. 
"  I  could  not  have  been  more  surprised  had  I  read  the  order  dismissing  myself  or  any 
other  officer  in  the  service  than  I  am  at  the  order  dismissing  Colonel  Valvalkenburg. 
I  had  the  honor  to  command  the  colonel  for  three  months,  and  I  can  conscientiously 
affirm  there  was  no  officer  in  whose  loyalty,  bravery,  and  integrity  I  had  more  confi- 
dence than  in  his,  and  I  feel  morally  certain  that  there  has  been  some  misapprehen- 
sion, based  upon  misinformation,  in  the  matter. 

''  GEORGE  STONEMAN, 
"  Brigadier  General^  Late  Commanding  Third  CorpsJ^ 

''The  action  of  the  authorities  in  regard  to  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  is  incomprehen- 
Bible  to  his  friends  in  camp.  I  can  only  think  that  there  has  been  some  mistake  in 
this  case.  His  loyalty  has  never  been  doubted  by  his  brother  officers,  nor  ha  s  his 
Boldiership  been  other  than  the  proudest  soldier  might  envy.  No  injurious  suspicions 
are  attached  to  his  name  in  the  Army. 

^'J.  HOOKER, 
"  Major  General,  Commanding J^ 


Headquarters  Third  Army  Corps,  February  19, 1863. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  Again  I  have  to  appeal  to  you  for  your  good  offices  in  behalf  of  a 
meritorious  officer  who  has,  I  believe,  been  unjustly  dealt  with  by  the  Government. 
Colonel  Vanvalkenburg,  of  this  command,  (commanding  a  brigade,)  has  been  dismissed 
tfie  service  for  disloyalty  and  **  conduct  unbecoming  a  gentleman."  He  has  had  no 
hearing,  knows  not  of  the  words  or  acts  charged  against  him,  and  in  the  noble  divi- 
sion in  which  he  has  served— that  of  the  lamented  Kearney — every  officer  hears  with 
amazement    and    indignation  of  this  extraordinary  proceeding.     Colonel  Vanval 
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keiiburff  will  show  you  evidence  of  his  high  and  unchallenged  standing  in  the  service, 
all  of  which  I  indorse  completely  and  without  reserve,  and  I  beg  your  generous  aid  in 
behalf  of  a  gallant  and  faithful  officer  in  his  appeal  for  justice. 
Respectfully, 

D.  SICKLES, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding. 
Hon.  Ira  Harris, 

United  States  Senate. 


Headquarters  Cavalry  Corps,  February  20, 1863. 
Dear  Sir  :  Allow  me  to  introduce  to  you  my  friend  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg,  of  the 
Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers.    He  has  one  of  the  finest  regiments  in  the  service, 
and  I  have  ever  considered  him  one  of  the  best  commanders  in  the  Army. 

He  will  make  his  business  known  to  you,  and  I  hope  you  can  find  time  to  take  the 
matter  in  hand  and  will  try  to  secure  for  him  a  hearing,  when  I  feel  assured  he  will 
pome  out  all  right ;  if  not,  then  I  will  say  I  have  been  more  dccieved  in  the  colonel 
than  I  ever  was  before  by  any  other  person. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

GEORGE  STONEMAN, 

Brigadier  General. 
Hon.  Mr.  Dunn,  M.  C. 


Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  First  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Camp  Fitcher,  Virginia,  February  19,  1863. 
General:  I  have  just  learned  with  surprise  that  Colonel  John  Vanvalkenburg, 
Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  has  been  dismissed  the  service  for  disloyalty  and  con- 
duct unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman.  I  feel  it  due  to  this  gallant  officer,  who 
bears  honorable  scars  upon  his  person,  received  in  support  of  our  glorious  cause,  to  say 
that  I  commanded  for  some  time  the  brigade  to  which  the  Twentieth  Indiana  is  attached, 
and  have  served  in  the  same  division  with  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  during  the  Penin- 
sular campaign,  and  that  from  my  intercourse  with  him  I  have  ever  regarded  him  as 
particularly  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  truly  loyal  to  the  Government,  and 
one  of  the  most  efficient  officers  of  his  grade  in  the  service.  I  confidently  assert  that 
this  most  gallant  division  can  boast  of  no  more  gallant  or  efficient  regiment  than  the 
Twentieth  Indiana. 

I  have  no  idea  of  the  allegations  which  have  led  to  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg's  dis- 
missal, but  his  distinguished  services,  past  history,  and  soldier-like  qualities  bespeak 
for  him  a  patient  hearing. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  HAYMAN, 
Colonel  Thirty-Seventh  New  YorJc  Volunteers,  Commanding. 
General  L.  Thomas, 

Adjutant  General  United  States  Army. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  First  Brigade,  Third  Corps, 

Felyruary  20,  ,1863. 

Dear  Sir  :  Last  evening  the  officers  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  held  a  meeting  at 
these  headquarters  to  take  into  consideration  the  resolutions— a  copy  of  which  you 
have  doubtless  seen — adopted  by  the  Indiana  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
The  resolutions  were  adopted  as  the  sentiment  of  the  officers  of  the  Twentieth, 
and  to-day  will  be  submitted  t  o  the  men,  when  the  result  will  be  forwarded  to 
Indiana. 

Afte»  adjournment,  and  before  the  officers  had  retired,  we  were  informed  that  our 
colonel,  John  Vanvalkenburg,  at  present  commanding  the  brigade,  had  been  dismissed 
the  service  for  "  disloyalty  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman."  Had 
a  shell  exploded  in  our  midst  it  would  not  have  produced  more  surprise,  so  entirelj*  un- 
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expected  was  it,  and  so  ridiculous  did  it  appear,  that  we  at  first  were  inclined  to  con- 
sider it  a  joke,  but  it  has  proven  too  serious  for  that.  I  write  to  secure  your  influence 
to  obtain  an  investigation  of  the  matter,  as  it  has  been  done  so  quietly  that  not  a  whis- 
per of  it  reached  us  until  the  order  for  dismissal  was  received.  Were  there  the 
least  ground  to  believe  the  charges  true,  I  would  be  the  last  man  to  raise  a  voice  in  his 
fa'vor.  But  having  been  in  the  same  regiment  with  him  for  over  nineteen  months, 
knowing  him  intimately,  seeing  him  rise  step  by  step  from  the  rank  of  captain  to  colonel 
and  brigade  commander,  having  fought  side  by  side  with  him,  been  wounded  in  the 
same  fight,  and  lain  in  the  same  hopsital,  and  never  having  seen  the  least  sign  from 
him  of  disloyalty  and  ungentlemanly  conduct,  I  cannot  believe  the  charges  until  they 
are  openly  and  fairly  proven,  and  he  has  been  given  a  chance  to  defend  himself. 

Our  regiment  was  raised  principally  in  your  and  Mr.  Colfax's  districts — two  com- 
panies from  Fountain  County,  and  one  from  Tippecanoe. 

Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  came  out  as  captain  of  company  A.  Being  an  old  Mexican 
soldier,  by  his  energy  and  efficiency  he  has  secured  the  full  and  entire  confidence  of  the 
regiment,  and  rises  to  his  present  position.  Do  you  think,  in  a  regiment  where  every 
man  was  striving  for  promotion,  that  he  would  have  been  jiermitted  to  rise  so  rapidly, 
if  the  slightest  suspicion  of  disloyalty  tainted  his  fair  fame  ?  Do  you  think  the  officers 
of  the  Twentieth  would  have  permitted  a  man  who  was  guilty  of  ungentlemanly  con- 
duct to  be  commissioned  their  colonel  and  not  raise  one  single  voice  against  it  ? 

One  of  his  first  acts  after  taking  command  was  to  prevent  the  depletion  of  his  regi- 
ment by  unauthorized  discharges,  which  at  that  time  were  so  numerous,  and  to  arm 
and  equip  seventy-five  men  who  had  been  without  arms  so  long  that  they  had  forgotten 
almost  how  to  use  them. 

Are  such  acts  prompted  by  a  disloyal  heart  ? 

Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  (then  lieutenant  colonel)  was  wounded  in  the  battle  before 
Richmond  on  June  25,  the  first  in  which  our  regiment  was  engaged.  Being  unfit  for 
service  in  the  field,  he  was  detailed  on  recruiting  service  in  Indiana.  Shortly  after  the 
death  of  Colonel  Brown,  at  Bull  Run,  he  was  ordered  to  the  regiment,  which  he  com- 
manded at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburgh.  He  was  assigned  command  of  the  brigade, 
which  he  held  until  the  receipt  of  this  order,  considered  so  unj  ust  by  his.  officers  that 
they  demand  an  investigation  in  which  both  sides  may  be  heard. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  D.  YATCHER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Hon.  Albert  S.  White. 


Headquarters  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Camp  Pitcher,  February  20,  1863. 
Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  : 

Dear  Colonel  :  A  rumor  has  reached  me  that  some  person  or  persons  have  at- 
tempted to  undermine  your  character  as  a  soldier,  and  accused  you  of  that  most  hid- 
eous of  all  crimes — disloyalty.  Whether  the  rumor  is  true  or  false,  I  cannot  permit 
the  opportunity  to  pass  and  not  express  my  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  matter.  Hav- 
ing been  associated  with  yoa  on  many  occasions  since  you  joined  the  division  in  front 
of  Richmond,  I  have  had  many  opportunities  to  jud^e  of  your  character,  and  I  do  not 
believe  a  truer  soldier  of  the  Union  exists  in  this  division. 

The  gallant  service  rendered  by  the  regiment  under  your  command,  Twentieth  Indi- 
ana, whose  reputation  is  second  to  none,  your  wounds  in  the  service  of  your  country, 
speak  in  louder  tones  than  I  can,  of  your  loyalty  to  our  good  cause.  That  the  execu- 
tive of  your  State  is  confident  of  your  patriotism,  is  exemplified  by  your  recent  pro- 
motion to  the  colonelcy  of  your  regiment,  in  place  of  the  lamented  Colonel  Brown, 
killed  at  Bull  Run  on  the  28th  of  August  last.  I  sincerely  hope  the  rumor  is  without 
foundation,  both  for  your  sake  and  that  of  the  noble  regiment  you  command.  Under 
any  circumstances  you  may  command  me. 
I  am,  sirj  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  HOBART  WARD, 

Brigadier  General. 

The  general  and  field  officers  presetit,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Third 
Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  take  pleasure  in  certifying  that  Colonel  J.  Vanvalken- 
burg, late  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana,  has  ever  shown  himself  a  brave  and<».efficient  offi- 
cer, we  well  knowing  his  services,  and  the  services  of  his  command  in  the  field. 

We  also  vouch  for  his  loyalty  to  the  Government  from  a  personal  acquaintance  with 
his  speech  and  action.  Believing  that  his  own  personal  sacrifice  to  the  cause  in  which 
V7e  are  engaged  should  also  conclusively  prove  his  devotion  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  country,  and  also  feeling  a  deep  interest  in  the  maintenance  of  the  character  o-f 
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oiir  Army,  we  most  unequivocally  state  that  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  is  in  every  partic- 
ular, both  civil  and  military,  qualified  for  the  position  he  filled. 

J.  H.  HOBART  WARD, 

Brigadier  General 
E.  WALKER, 
Colonel  Fourth  Missouri  Volunteers 
PETE  SIDES, 
lAmUnant  Colonel^  connnanding  Flfty-sevcwth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

ASHLEY  S.  SEIDY, 
Colonel,  commanding  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
ERWIN  R.  BELES, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Ninety-ninth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
R.  F.  ALLISON, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Thirty-eighth  Regiment  New  Y&rk, 
AUGUSTINE  FRANK, 
Major  Thirty-eighth  Begiment  Neiv  York. 
NELSON  A.  GESSUER, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Fortieth  New  York. 
P.  ALLEN  LINDSAY, 

Major  Fortieth  New  York. 
E.  BURT, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Third  Missouri  Voluntecfi^s. 


Headquarters  Twentieth  Ini>iana  Volunteers, 

Camp  Pitcher,  Virginia^  February  27, 1863. 
Sir  :  The  dismissal  of  Colonel  Vanvalkenhurg,  of  this  regiment,  for  "  disloyalty  " 
and  *'  conduct  unbecoming  an  oflScer  and  a  gentleman,"  was  as  unexpected  to  the  reg- 
iment as  that  you  should  turn  traitor.  My  acquaintance  with  him  has  been  intimate 
for  the  past  twenty  months,  and  I  have  for  the  first  time  to  hear  or  see  anything  in 
him  that  tends  to  disloyalty.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  I  believe 
he  is  as  loyal  and  good  a  soldier  as  we  have  in  the  service.  It  must  be  that  there  is 
some  mistake  or  dishonesty  in  some  quarter,  and  I  ask  as  a  friend  that  you  help  hiin 
to  get  a  hearing,  either  by  court  of  inquiry,  court-martial,  or  in  some  other  way  by 
which  he  may  have  a  hearing.  I  think  it  no  more  than  just  that  a  man  have  a  chance 
to  defend  himself. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  WHEELER, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Twentieth  Indiana  Regiment. 
Hon.  S.  Colfax,  Member  of  Congress. 


Headquarters  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Camp  Pitcher,  near  Falmouth,  February  20,  1863. 
General  :  We,  the  undersigned,  field  officers  of  the  First  Brigade,  First  Division, 
Third  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac,  having  heard,  with  deepregTet  and  utter  astonish- 
ment, that  Colonel  Vanvalkenhurg,  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  commanding  thi« 
brigade,  has  been  dismissed  the  United  States  service  for  disloyalty  and  conduct  unbe- 
coming an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  beg  leave  to  state  that  in  our  intercourse  with  him 
we  have  had  every  reason  to  believe  him  a  gallant  soldier,  a  firm  patriot,  and  a  perfect 
gentleman.  We  have  served  in  the  same  brigade  with  Colonel  Vanvalkenhurg  for  the 
past  twenty  months,  and  part  of  this  time  have  been  under  him  as  brigade  commander, 
and  never  have  we,  by  any  word  or  deed  of  his,  seen  cause  to  doubt  his  loyalty. 
We  are,  general,  very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  GREENWALT, 
Major  One  hundred  and  fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
A.  H.  TIPPIN, 
Colonel  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 

R.  E.  WINSLOW, 
Major  Sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
G.  S.  WATKINS, 
Colonel  One  hundred  and  forty-first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
JOHN  WHEELER, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Tiventicth  Indiana  Volunteers. 

A.  A.  Mcknight, 

Colonel  One  hundred  and  fifth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers, 
CHAS.  H.  D.  COLLIS, 
Colonel  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 

JOS.  S.  CHANDLER, 
Major  One  hundred  and  fourteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
W.  S.  KIRKWOOD, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Sixty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
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Headquarters  Third  Brigade,  February  ^1, 1863. 
We,  the  undersigned,  officers  of  this  brigade,  understanding  that  Colonel  Vanvalken- 
burg  has  been  dismissed  the  service  for  disloyalty  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman,  feel  it  due  to  him  to  say  that  we  have  been  connected  with  him  in 
the  same  division,  commanded  by  General  Birney,  and  formerly  well  known  as  "  Kear- 
ney's Division,"  and  can  bear  testimony  to  his  distinguished  services  as  an  officer  and 
soldier;  that  this  gallant  division  can  boast  of  no  more  daring  or  more  efficient  regi- 
ment than  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers.  We  have  never  in  our  intercourse  with 
Colonel  Vanvalkenburg  had  any  reason  to  believe  that  his  conduct  was  not  a  true  index 
of  his  feelings,  and  we  now  urgently  represent  that  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg's  eminent 
qualities  as  a  soldier,  his  distinguished  services  in  the  field,  and  the  wound  he  has  re- 
ceived in  the  service,  bespeak  for  him  a  patient  hearing  of  his,  case. 

s.  b.'harman, 

Colonel  Thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers. 
FRANCIS  S.  LELANE, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  First  Begimeyit  New  York  Volunteers. 
JOSEPH  YEAMANS, 
Major  First  Neiv  York  Volunteers. 
EDWIN  P.  PIERCE, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Third  Maine  Volunteers. 
W.  B.  HOUGHTON, 
Major  Third  Michigan  Volunteers. 
GILBERT  RiORDON, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Thirty-seventh  New  Yoi%  Volunteers. 
WILLIAM  DE  LACEY, 
Major  Thirty-seventh  New  York  Volunteers. 
JOHN  BUFORD, 
Major  Fifth  Michigan  Volunteers. 
GEO.  W.  WEST, 
Major  Seventeenth  Maine  Volunteers. 
B.  R.  PIERCE, 
Colonel  Third  Michigan  Volunteers. 


Headquarters  First  Division,  Third  Corps, 

Belle  Air,  February  20,  1863. 

Sir  :  The  dismissal  of  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg,  Twentieth  Indiana,  for  disloyalty  and 
conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  has  astonished  this  division.  He  has 
distinguished  himseu  as  an  efficient  and  gallant  officer,  and  I  cannot  believe  the  charges 
are  based  on  truth.  I  regard  his  regiment  as  equal  in  discipline,  efficiency,  and  cour- 
age, to  any  in  the  Army. 

May  I  ask  that  his  case  be  referred  to  the  board  of  revision,  or  a  board  of  inquiry  be 
granted  him  ?  I  am  convinced  that  he  will  show  the  charges  against  him  to  be  false, 
malicious  in  fact ;  utterly  so. 

I  am  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  BIRNEY, 
Brigadier  General,  Commanding  Division, 

Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Camp  Pitcher,  Virginia, 
February  19,  18(53. 

Colonel  John  Vanvalkenburg,  of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  having  been 
dismissed  the  service  for  "  disloyalty  and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentle- 
man," without  trial  and  without  notice  to  him  of  charges,  now,  therefore,  we,  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Regiment,  hereby  certify  that  we  have  never  seen  any 
act,  nor  heard  any  expression  of  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg,  which  could  lead  us  to  believe 
him  disloyal  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  unfaithful  to  his  duties  as  a 
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loyal  man  and  good  soldier ;  also  that  his  conduct  as  an  officer  and  gentleman  has  been 
fully  equal  to  the  officers  with  whom  we  are  acquainted  in  the  service. 

JOHN  WHEELER, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers. 
ORPHEUS  EVARTS, 
Surgeon  Tiventieth  Indiana  Volunteers. 
J.  W.  HART, 
Quartermaster  Twentieth  Indiana  VolurUeers. 
W.  C.  PORTER, 

Chaplain. 
H.  C.  GROVER, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 
CHAS.  A.  BELL, 

Captain  Compa/ny  B. 
CHAS.  REESE, 

Captain  Company  D. 
THOS.  C.  BROWN, 

Captain  Company  K, 
WM.  S.  BABBITT, 

Captain  Company  D. 
HENRY  QUIGLEY, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  G. 
HIRAM  CRAWFORD, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  E. 
WILLIAM  A.  SHERWOOD, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  K. 
W.  D.  HATCHER, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  D. 
F.  C.  SUTHERLAND, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  F. 
JOHN  PRICE, 
First  Lieutenant  Company  K. 
CHAS.  LINER, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  B. 
H.  H.  MILLER, 
Secwid  Lieutenant  Company  F. 
JOHN  C.  BARTHOLOMEW, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  E. 
LORENZO  D.  CASE, 
Second  Lieutenant,  Commanding  Company  I. 
CHAS.  F.  DEIBERT, 
Sergeant,  Commanding  Company  A, 
ROBT.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  G. 

JOSEPH  A.  CLARK, 
Second  Lieutenant  Company  K, 


[General  Orders  No.  39.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 

Feh^uary  10,  1863. 

I.  Colonel  J.  Vanvalkenherg,  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers,  is,  by  the  order  of  the 
President,  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States,  for  disloyalty  to  the  Government, 
and  conduct  unbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

L.  THOMAS, 

Adjutant  General. 

Headquarters  First  Brigade,  First  Division,  Third  Corps, 

March  22,  1863. 
Official: 

F.  BIRNEY, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Extracts  from  newspapers. 

The  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Twentieth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  and  the 
people  of  this  and  the  adjoining  counties,  well  recollect  with  what  bitter  rancor  Colonel 
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J.  Vanvalkenberg  was  pursued  during  the  time  he  was  in  the  Federal  service  as  colonel 
of  that  regiment,  and  the  underhanded  and  unscrupulous  means  used  by  his  political 
enemies  to  secure  his  dishonorable  discharge  from  the  service,  because  he  chose  to  exer- 
cise the  rights  of  a  freeman  and  vote  his  sentiments  at  the  ballot-box.  Justice,  some- 
times slow,  but  always  certain,  has  at  least  fixed  the  brand  of  shame  upon  his  perse- 
cutors, and  revoked  the  foul  order  by  which  they  sought  to  sully  his  fair  fame  as  a 
gentleman  and  a  soldier.  On  Monday  last  the  colonel  received  a  copy  of  the  follow- 
ing arier  from  the  War  Department : 

[Special  Order  No.  194,  Extract  4.  J 

War  Department,  Adjutant  General^s  Office, 

WashingtoTij  April  27,  1863. 
By  direction  of  the  President,  so  much  of  General  Orders  No.  39,  series  of  1863,  from 
this  office,  as  dismissed  Colonel  John  Vanvalkenberg,  Twentieth  Indiana  Volunteers, 
is  hereby  revoked,  and  he  is  honorably  discharged  the  service  as  of  the  date  of  said 
order. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 
Official: 

R.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Slowly  and  surely  things  are  righting  themselves.  The  prison-doors  are  being  un- 
barred to  the  victims  of  arbitrary  arrest.  The  slimy  slanders  of  political  persecutors 
are  being  lifted  from  their  victims,  and  dashed  in  the  faces  of  their  originators,  and 
time,  the  great  regulator  of  human  events,  is  setting  all  things  right. 


Executive  Department, 

Indianapolis^  Marched,  1866. 
To  wMm  it  may  concern : 

The  bearer  hereof,  John  Vanvalkenberg,  a  loyal  citizen  of  this  State,  wishes  to 
visit  Nashville,  Tennessee,  tor  the  purpose  of  transacting  business.  I  respectfully  re- 
quest that  he  may  be  permitted  to  pass.    Any  favors  shown  him  will  be  appreciated. 

O.  P.  MORTON, 

Governor  of  Indiana. 


Peru,  Indiana,  October  8, 1868. 

Dear  Sir  :  Yours  of  the  5th  instant,  in  relation  to  Colonel  John  Vanvalkenberg, 
formerly  of  this  place,  is  this  moment  received.  I  am  very  much  surprised  at  the  cir- 
cular you  speak  of.  Its  reference  to  me  is  wholly  without  authority.  I  was  a  neigh- 
bor of  Colonel  V.  for  several  years.  His  family  and  mine  were  on  intimate  terms,  and 
I  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  their  moral  standing  in  this  city.  Colonel  V. 
was  a  rough  sort  of  a  man  in  his  language,  ^s  he  doubtless  yet  is,  but  I  never  he»rd  of 
his  having  been  a  jail-bird,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  and  am  satisfied  that  any  state- 
ments to  that  effect  are  slanderous  and  untrue.  Colonel  V.  early  in  the  war  took  out 
a  company  in  the  Twentieth  Indiana  Regiment,  was  afterward  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  colonel.  He  was  afterward  dismissed  the  service,  rumor  said  for  disloyalty,  but  I 
think  after  the  close  of  the  war  he  got  an  honorable  discharge.  This  is  the  worst  I 
ever  heard  against  him.  Many  of  us  disliked  his  politics,  but  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  as  a  citizen  and  a  man  he  came  up  to  the  general  standard  of  Indiana  demo- 
crats. I  have  never  seen  or  heard  anything  derogatory  to  Colonel  V.  that  you  would 
not  find  out  in  a  very  short  acquaintance.  He  has  a  most  estimable  family. 
Yours, 

H.  J.  SHIRK. 

F.  M.  Taylor,  Esq.,  JELuntsville,  Alabama. 

P.  S.— Will  you  be  kind  enough  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  circular  you  refer  to  ? 


Montgomery,  Octoher  8, 1868. 
Sir:  Yours  without  date  is  jiist  received.    I  am  as  ignorant  of  the  authority  of 
the  circular  as  you  are ;  and  I  will  say  further  that  I  utterly  condemn  all  such  prac- 
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fcices,  come  from  what  source  tliey  may.    The  republican  party  is  not  a  party  of  vitu- 
peration or  defamation. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

THOS.  O.  GLASCOCK, 
Chairman  ExecuUve  Conmiitee. 


Peru,  Indiana,  Mvemba^  7, 1866. 
John  Vanvalkenberg,  esq.,  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  has,  for  the  past  eighteen  years, 
lived  in  this  city ;  is  now  about  changing  his  residence  to  Huntsville  Alabama.  Mr. 
V.  is  a  high-toned,  honorable  gentleman,  a  good  neighbor,  good  citizen,  and  kind- 
hearted  man.  We  cordially  recommend  him  to  our  southern  brethren,  and  assure  them 
that  in  Mr.  V.  they  have  a  true  and  unflinching  friend. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  BUTTON, 
JNO.  A.  GRAHAM. 
R.  R.  DONALDSON. 
N.  O.  ROSE. 
R.  P.  EFFINGER. 
JAMES  Q.  MILLER. 

I  most  heartily  concur  in  all  that  is  here  said  in  behalf  of  Colonel  Vanvalkenberg. 
He  is  a  reliable  and  upright  man.    I  have  known  him  long,  and  highly  esteem  him. 

D.  W.  VOORHEES. 

I  am  personally  acquainted  with  Colonel  Vanvalkenberg,  and  esteem  him  a  worthy 
man,  and  will  always  be  gratified  to  hear  of  his  prosperitv. 

T.  A.  HENDRICKS, 
United  States  Senator  of  Indiana, 

I  concur  fully  with  Mr.  Hendricks.  Colonel  V.  is  worthy,  deserving  success,  and,  I 
trust,  will  obtain  it. 

GRAHAM  M.  FITCH, 

ex-Senator  of  Indiana, 

We  have  many  other  equally  emphatic  testimonials  in  our  possession  from  a  large 
number  of  gentlemen  distinguished  in  civil  and  military  life  j  but  we  have  no  space  to 
jiublish  them,  nor  do  we  deem  it  at  all  necessary. 

Colonel  V.  has  honorable  and  flattering  testimonials  from  the  ancient  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  of  which  society  he  has  been  a  distinguished  member  since  1852.  We  are  sure 
he  and  his  family  will  cherish  all  these  appreciative  and  complimentary  papers,  and 
proudly  transmit  them  as  an  honorable  inheritance  to  their  children. 

They  are  too  valuable  to  be  lost  and  too  sacred  to  be  soiled  by  the  foul  breath  ot 
slander.  We  can  assure  him  that  he  has  not  been  at  all  injured,  but  rather  benefited, 
by  this  aspersion  of  his  enemies.  Doubtless  his  modest  worth  would  not  have  been  so 
generally  known  but  for  this  dastardly  attack  upon  his  character.  There  is  a  moral  in 
all  this.  We  cannot  conclude  this  publication  without  expressing  our  utter  scorn  and 
contempt  not  only  for  this  cowardly  slander,  but  for  the  slanders  of  the  negro  radical 
party  in  general. 

Since  the  surrender,  that  party  has  used  but  one  efficient  weapon  in  the  South,  and 
that  is  wholesale,  unjustified,  unmitigated,  slimy  slander  in  reference  to  the  men  and 
motives  and  measures  of  this  section  :  "  They  lie,  and  lie  freely."  Let  a  man,  a  com- 
munity, a  State  hold  to  democratic  constitutional  principles,  and  there  is  no  lie  too  vile 
and  cowardly  for  their  wicked  and  miserable  purposes. 

Colonel  V.  has  emphatically  answered  and  exposed  the  one  in  reference  to  himself. 
Who  will  be  next  attacked  ?  The  other  day  a  whole  mail-bag  of  poisoned  pamphlets 
were  deposited  for  circulation  with  a  carpet-bag  oflicial  in  this  city,  filled  with  basest 
and  blackest  lies  against  the  most  respectable  gentlemen  in  this  State  and  section. 
These  publications  are  secret  and  anonymous,  and  nobody  can  be  found  responsible  for 
them.  But  they  are  all  published  in  the  interest  of  radicalism  and  claim  upon  their  face 
to  be  "  by  authority."  It  is  a  crying  shame.  It  is  intolerable  and  must  not  be  tol- 
erated. 

The  radical  assassins  who  do  this  distardly  work  ought  to  be  treated  as  assassins 
whenever  they  are  discovered.  They  should  be  dragged  from  their  secret  lairs  and 
brought  to  the  bar  of  justice.  It  is  the  duty  of  decent  people  to  protect  themselves 
from  the  j)ersistent  and  cowardly  persecutions. 
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HuNTSViiXE,  Alabama,  October  13,  1871. 

CHARACTER  OF  REV.  A.  S.  LAKIN. 

The  Chairman.  I  desire  to  lay  before  the  committee  certain  letters  which  I  have 
received  to-day  in  response  to  an  inquiry  which  1  sent  from  this  place  relative  to  the 
character  and  standing  of  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Lakin  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived 
before  he  came  to  Alabama.  The  first  letter  I  submit  to  the  committee  is  from  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Gillam,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Logansport,  Indiana.  I 
am  acquainted  with  Mr.  Gillam,  and  know  him  to  be  a  very  respectable  gentleman. 
Logansport  is  also  the  place  of  my  residence,  and  is  eighteen  miles  from  Peru,  Indiana, 

where  Mr.  Lakin  formerly  lived.    On  the  back 

Mr.  Blair.  I  will  interpose  an  objection  to  the  reading  of  that  letter,  or  its  use  as 
evidence,  because  the  man  himself  who  wrote  it  can  be  reached  and  brought  before  the 
committee ;  and  it  has  been  adjudicated  in  the  general  committee  that  a  paper  of  the 
kind  cannot  be  introduced  where  we  have  no  opportunity  of  cross-examining  the 
writer,  and  I  submit  that  it  is  not  evidence.  The  witness  should  be  called  himself. 
The  Chairman.  That  objection  will  go  upon  the  record. 

Indorsed  upon  the  back  of  Mr.  Gillam's  letter  are  certain  certificates,  one  from  Mr.  A. 
M.  Gibson,  whose  handwriting  I  am  acquainted  with,  a  gentleman  of  good  standing 
Another  from  W.  A.  Black,  a  highly  respectable  Methodist  gentleman  living  in  Logans- 
port, with  whom  I  am  well  acquainted.  Another  is  signed  by  J.  W.  McCaughey,  an  old 
gentleman  of  high  standing  in  Logansport.  There  is  another  from  S.  B.  Richardson,  a 
citizen  of  excellent  character  in  Logansport,  and  likewise  a  Methodist. 

The  next  letter  I  desire  to  lay  before  the  committee  is  from  the  Hon.  James  N.Tyner, 
a  member  of  Congress  from  the  eighth  congressional  district  of  Indiana.  He  was 
elected  as  my  successor  when  I  was  transferred  to  the  Senate.  He  lives  at  Peru, 
Indiana,  and  is  a  gentleman  of  high  respectability  and  character. 

The  next  letter  that  I  desire  to  lay  before  the  committee  is  dated  Peru,  Indiana, 
October  9,  1871,  addressed  to  me  and  signed  by  several  gentlemen  who  live  in  Peru  and 
its  vicinity.  Among  them  is  Mr.  Tyner,  also  James  M.  Brown,  a  lawyer  of  good  stand- 
ing, for  a  loug  time  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Peru  Republican  ;  Jonas  Hoover,  who  was 
formerly,  I  believe,  sheriff  of  that  county ;  W.  H.  Denistou,  a  name  that  I  am  familiar 
with.  He  is  a  merchant  there,  I  believe.  Also,  Charles  Spencer,  who  is  a  business 
man  in  good  standing,  whom  I  have  known  twenty-five  years  j  D.  R.  Bearss,  one,  of  the 
wealthiest  men  in  Miami  County,  living  in  the  edge  of  Peru.  He  has  been  State  sen- 
ator. Another  signer  Is  G.  J.  Reed,  who  is  the  editor  of  the  Peru  Republican,  the  only 
republican  paper  published  I  believe  in  the  county,  a  very  respectable  gentleman. 
Another  signer  is  J.  Colclazer,  who  I  think  is  pastor  of  the  Methodist  church  at  Peru. 
He  was  formerly  pastor  of  that  church  at  Logansport.  I  have  known  him  for  a  great 
many  years.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  good  standing.  Another  is  Dr.  C.  R.  Quick,  a 
physician  of  high  character,  very  respectable,  living  at  New  Waverly,  a  few  miles  below 
Peru. 

Mr.  Blair.  My  objection,  which  I  wish  to  be  noted,  to  the  reception  of  any  of  these 
letters  or  certificates,  is  that  the  parties  are  all  within  reach  of  the  subpoena  of  the 
committee,  and  not  being  produced  in  person  we  have  no  means  of  cross-examining 
them  and  testing  their  knowledge  and  truthfulness  by  asking  them  in  respect  to  other 
matters  about  this  man  Lakin. 

Mr.  Rice.  I  should  suppose  these  certificates  were  as  good  as  those  you  offered  con- 
cerning Mr.  Vanvalkenburg. 

Mr.  Blair.  The  character  of  that  gentleman  is  not  assailed. 

Mr.  Rice.  Mr.  Lakin  is  assailed. 

Mr.  Blair."  Similar  papers  were  produced  before  the  committeJe  when  taking  testi- 
mony in  Washington,  whereupon  I  made  the  objection,  and  they  were  excluded,  upon 
the  ground  that  there  was  no  opportunity  given  to  cross-examine* the  witnesses,  which  is 
one  of  the  tests  of  truth,  as  every  one  who  practices  law  very  well  knows. 

The  Chairman.  A  great  i^art  of  the  testimony  submitted  by  your  own  witnesses 
generally  has  been  purely  hearsay. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  know  that,  and  I  know  also  that  the  majority  of  the  committee  re- 
fused to  exclude  that  sort  of  testimony,  but  availed  themselves  of  it,  and  of  course 
could  not  refuse  it  to  the  other  portion  of  the  committee  after  taking  the  benefit 
of  it  themselves ;  but  in  a  case  exactly  similar  to  this  they  refused  to  admit  such  letters 
as  evidence.    I  make  the  objection.    I  do  not  expect  it  to  prevail. 

The  Chairman.  Do  you  wish  a  vote  taken  ? 

Mr.  Blair.  I  do,  and  I  want  the  ayes  and  noes. 

The  Chairman.  After  the  explanation  I  have  made  as  to  the  manner  in  which  these 
communications  came  to  be  addressed  to  me,  and  the  character  of  the  men  who  have 
signed  them,  the  proposition  is  now  submitted  to  you  whether  they  shall  go  upon  our 
minutes  as  part  of  the  evidence. 
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The  question  being  upon  the  admission  of  the  above-mentioned  papers,  the  ayes  and 
noes  were  taken,  and  resulted : 
Ayes — Messrs.  Buckley;  Rice,  and  the  chairman. 
Noes — Mr.  Blair. 

So  the  papers  were  ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the  testimony. 
The  documents  referred  to  are  as  follows  : 

LoGANSPORT,  Indiana,  October^  10,  1871. 

Dear  Sir  :  Your  letter  of  inquiry  came  to  hand  yesterday,  and  I  hasten  at  once  to 
collect  the  facts  in  the  case  and  forward  them  to  you. 

Several  of  the  leading  members  of  my  church,  as  W.  A.  Black,  J.  W.  McCaughey,  A. 
M.  Gibson,  S.  B.  Richardson,  and  others,  are  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Lakin,  and  say 
that  he  left  here  with  a  character  unimpeachable.  A  rej)ort  followed  him  here  from 
where  he  came  from  to  the  effect  that  he  had  seduced  a  youug  lady ;  but  the  whole 
matter  was  settled  ;  he  was  found  innocent  and  acquitted,  though  there  never  were  any 
formal  charges  preferred  against  him,  that  I  can  find  out,  only  rumor  and  report,  and 
this  all  gave  way.  He  was  never  suspended  by  his  own  conference  in  the  East,  so  far 
as  I  can  ascertain,  and  he  never  joined  this  conference ;  but  one  of  our  bishops  trans- 
ferred him  to  Alabama,  as  we  understand  it  here,  which  is  evidence  that  he  was  not 
suspended,  and  also  that  he  was  in  good  standing  in  conference,  for  a  bishop  vfould  not 
and  could  not  transfer  him  while  he  was  under  censure. 

The  lady  referred  to  has  since  died,  and  on  her  death-bed  entirely  acquitted  him, 
declaring  the  report  was  without  foundation.  As  Mr.  Lakin  lived  at  l?eru,  Mr.  Gibson 
went  up  there  to  ascertain  all  the  facts  in  the  case.  They  say  there  that  no  man  in 
Peru  stands  higher  and  fairer  than  Mr.  Lakin.  They  say  the  report  referred  to  had 
no  foundation  in  truth.  He  was  pastor  of  one  of  the  charges  in  Peru  part  of  the 
time  while  he  lived  there.  He  also  preached  in  Logansport  several  times;  staid  with 
W.  A.  Black  several  nights ;  Black  says  he  is  a  first-class  man.  A.  M.  Gibson  was  in 
business  with  him  for  some  time  j  he  is  writing  a  letter  to  you  and  will  furnish  some 
additional  particulars. 

N.  GILLAM, 
Pastor  M.  E.  Churchy  Logansportf  Lidiana. 

Hon.  D.  D.  Pratt. 

[Indorsed  on  the  back.] 

We,  the  undersigned,  certify  that  the  statements  in  the  within  letter  are  true  to  the 
best  of  our  knowledge. 

A.  M.  GIBSON. 

All  of  the  foregoing  is  correct  and  true  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  A.  S.  Lakin,  and  when  I  say 
that  he  sustained  a  character  that  was  unimpeachable,  I  say  but  the  bare  truth. 

W.  A.  BLACK. 

A.  Lakin  is  like  the  gold  tried  in  the  fire  and  not  found  wanting. 

J.  W.  McCAUGHEY. 

No  man  could  be  more  chaste  than  Mr.  Lakin  while  here. 

S.  B.  RICHARDSON. 


Peru,  Indiana,  October  9, 1871. 
Dear  Sir  :  During  the  time  Rev.  A.  S.  Lakin  lived  here  I  did  not  hear  a  whisper 
against  his  character,  except  from  democrats,  who  didn't  like  his  extreme  radicalism. 
He  stood  well  in  the  church,  and  was  for  a  long  time  an  acceptable  pastor  of  the  lead- 
ing Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  the  city.  No  man,  so  far  as  I  know,  questioned  his 
veracity,  and  an  attempt  to  discredit  his  testimony  before  a  court  would  have  been  an 
utter  failure. 

Yours,  truly, 

JAS.  N.  TYNER, 
Hon.  D.  D.  Pratt, 

Huntsvillef  Alabama. 


Peru,  Indiana,  October  9, 1871. 
Hon.  D.  D.  Pratt,  United  States  Senate : 

Rev.  A.  S.  Lakin,  now  of  Alabama,  came  to  this  place  about  1859,  and  remained  here, 
except  during,  his  absence  in  the  United  States  military  service,  until  1865  or  1866. 
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During  his  residence  here,  a  period  of  six  or  seven  years,  his  conduct  was  irreproach- 
able and  his  character  good.    He  was  an  acceptable  pastor  of  one  of  the  churche«  here, 
and  was  considered  an  upright,  Christian  gentleman. 
Yours,  truly, 

Chas.  Spencer.  Jos.  M.  Brown. 

D.  R.  Bearss.  J.  Y.  Baixou. 

G.  J.  Reed.  Jonas  Hoover. 

J.  Colclazer.  J.  H.  Laine. 

J.  A.  FoRGY,  (New  Waverly.)  W.  H.  Deniston. 

C.  R.  Quick.  B.  S.  McCuntic. 

Jas.  N.  Tyner. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  12, 1871. 
JOSEPH  GILL  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

4nswe7\  My  home  is  in  Arkansas.  I  was  up  here  last  Wednesday  week  and  started 
home,  and  Mr.  Warwick  stopped  me  and  said  I  had  to  appear  here ;  then  Mr.  Green 
came  to  me. 

Question.  What  is  your  age  ? 

Answer.  Fifty-one  on  the  10th  of  March. 

Question.  Have  you  been  whipped  by  the  Ku-Klux  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  two  hundred  lashes,  and  shot  at  two  times.  Thank  God,  they  didn^t 
hit  me. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  In  1868.  They  broke  me  up  and  made  me  leave  my  home.  They  were  bound 
to  kill  me,  and  I  went  to  Arkansas. 

Question^  Where  were  you  whipped  ? 

Answer.  On  Briar  Forks,  Madison  County. 

Question.  How  many  men  came  ? 

Answer.  About  twenty  or  twenty-five. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  horses  and  all. 

Question.  What  time  of  night  was  it  ? 

Answer.  About  12  o'clock  at  night. 

Question.  How  many  lashes  did  they  administer  to  you  ? 

Answer.  There  were  three  of  them  whipped  me  with  a  double  strap,  and  when  they 
hit  me  a  hundred  they  felt  of  me  and  said  *'  Get  up." 

Question.  What  was  your  offense  for  which  they  whipped  you  ? 

Answer.  They  said  I  font  the  white  men.  They  came  to  take  my  horse,  but  I  kept 
them  off  of  my  horse.  That  was  Tuesday  evening,  and  Saturday  night  about  midnight 
they  came. 

Question.  What  did  they  mean  by  your  having  fought  white  men  ? 

Answet\  Because  I  wouldn't  let  them  take  my  horse. 

Question.  Had  disguised  men  come  to  take  your  horse  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  not  disguised. 

Question.  On  what  ground  did  they  claim  your  horse  ? 

Ansiver.  They  said  they  wanted  him  for  a  charger  to  ride  to  hell.  I  tell  it  to  you 
just  like  they  repeated  it  to  me. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  whipped  at  any  other  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  were  you  shot  ? 

Answer.  They  never  shot  me,  but  at  me,  about  a  month  after  that.  I  was  trying  to 
keep  them  from  me.    I  thank  God  they  didn^t  hit  me. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  men  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  day-time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  at  night. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  ? 

Answer.  There  was  four  of  them. 

Question.  You  say  they  were  after  your  horse  then  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  and  swore  they  meant  to  have  him.    I  had  two  of  them. 

Question.  What  did  they  want  him  for  ? 

Answer.  They  said  they  wanted  him  for  a  charger  to  ride  to  hell.  He  was  a  mighty 
fine  charger. 

Question.  To  ride  him  in  disguise  ? 
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Answer.  To  ride  liim  to  hell.  They  said  they  came  from  hell,  and  wanted  to  ride 
back  to  hell.  They  said  they  had  couriers  come  from  hell  nine  times  a  day,  and  they 
wanted  that  horse  to  toat  them. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  visit  your  house  at  any  other  time  ? 

An8we^\  Yes,  sir ;  a  hundred  and  fifty  and  two  hundred  at  a  time. 

Question.  In  what  year  ? 

Answer.  In  1868  and  1869. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  their  visiting  your  house  at  these  times  ? 

Ansiver.  After  guns  and  money. 

Qiiestion.  Did  they  search  your  house  for  guns  ? 

Answer.  O,  they  busted  my  trunk  all  to  pieces. 

Question.  Did  they  find  any  arms  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  wanted  money  also  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  find  any  money  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  kept  that  out  of  the  way. 

Question.  Did  they  do  you  any  harm  ? 

An8ivei\  No,  sir ;  nothing  more  than  whipping  me.  That  was  the  biggest  harm  they 
did. 

Question.  They  whipped  you  once  ? 

Ansiver.  Only  once,  but  shot  at  me  after  that.    I  know  the  men  who  done  that. 

Question.  Are  they  living  there  yet  ? 

Ansiver.  They  were  living  up  here.    Young  Parks  Townsend  and  Marion  Burkes. 

Question.  Did  they  order  you  to  leave  the  country  at  any  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  told  me  if  I  didn't  leave  they  would  take  my  life.  When  the 
woods  got  green  they  would  get  my  horse  and  all. 

Question.  You  left  because  of  this  threat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  went  to  Arkansas. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  stay  ? 

Answer.  I  made  two  crops  in  Arkansas  with  this  one. 

Question.  When  did  you  come  back  f 

Answer.  It  has  been  six  weeks  ago.  I  came  back  to  collect  some  money  fbr  this 
property  I  had  sold  out. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  colored  men  in  that  part  of  the  county  who 
were  visited  by  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't. 

Question.  Were  there  many  colored  men  living  at  Brier  Fork  ? 

Ansiver.  O,  yes,  sir ;  a  good  many. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  of  them  whose  houses  were  visited  to  see  if  they  had 
guns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  On  Mr.  Walker's  plantation  I  reckon  at  least  thirty  houses.  They 
are  in  town  now,  living  here. 

Question.  Did  they  have  guns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  Ku-Klux  take  them  away  from  them  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  guna  and  pistols. 

Question.  Did  the  Ku-Klux  whip  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  beat  one  of  the  men  over  the  head  with  a  pistol. 

Question.  What  was  their  object  in  gathering  up  all  the  guns? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  guns  ? 

Answer.  Those  that  were  not  of  much  account  they  just  broke  them  around  the 
stumps  and  trees,  and  good  ones  they  took  off. 

Question.  You  say  these  men  were  all  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  horses  and  all. 

Question.  Can  you  describe  the  disguises  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  may  do  it. 

Answer.  They  had  gowns  on  just  like  your  overcoat,  that  came  down  to  the  toes,  and 
some  would  be  red  and  some  black,  like  a  lady's  dress,  only  open  before.  The  hats 
were  made  of  paper,  and  about  eighteen  inches  long,  and  at  the  top  about  as  thick  as 
your  ankle;  and  down  around  the  eyes  it  was  bound  around  like  horse-covers,  and  on 
the  mouth  there  was  hair  of  some  description,  I  don't  know  what.  It  looked  like  a 
mustache,  coming  down  to  the  breast,  and  you  couldn't  see  none  of  the  face,  nor  noth- 
ing ;  you  couldn't  see  a  thing  of  them. 

Question.  Did  they  have  horns  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  had  horns  about  as  long  as  my  finger,  and  made  black. 

Question.  Who  did  these  men  say  they  were? 
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Answer.  They  said  they  came  from  hell ;  that  they  died  at, Shiloh  fight  and  Bull 
Run. 

Question.  What  did  they  come  here  for  ? 

Answer.  They  said  they  came  back  to  give  every  man  his  rights. 

Question.  Did  they  have  anything  to  say  about  radicals  ? 

Ansiver.  They  throwed  up  the  radical  party  to  us  a  great  deal ;  that  we  were  damned 
radicals,  and  men  that  were  in  the  Army  they  said  were  damned  Yankees,  and  fought 
against  them,  and  they  wanted  to  give  them  justice. 

Question.  Did  they  say  anything  about  the  negroes  voting  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir  ;  they  said  that  if  they  come  here  to  Huntsville,  what  they  would 
do.  They  just  rode  plainly,  like  you  are,  and  said  that  if  they  came  and  voted  against 
them  what  would  become  of  them ;  that  they  shouldn't  live  on  the  lands;  they 
would  drive  them  away,  and  this,  that,  and  the  other,  and  they  might  go  to  the  Yan- 
kees. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  of  the  Yankees  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  have  much  to  say  about  them. 

Question.  Did  they  have  anything  to  say  about  carpet-baggers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What? 

Answer.  They  said  these  damned  carpet-baggers  were  going  through  the  country 
fooling  us  all. 

Question.  Did  they  say  they  were  determined  you  colored  should  not  vote  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  thousand  times;  but  we  would  override  that.  A  great  many 
voted,  and  a  great  many  feared  to  and  didn't. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  Arkansas  have  you  been  living  ? 

Ansiver.  Phillips  County. 

Question.  Is  it  very  peaceable  there  ? 

Answei'.  Just  as  quiet  as  a  lamb,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  serve  in  the  Union  Army  ? 

Answe)\  No,  sir;  I  was  with  them.  I  traveled  with  them  but  was  not  a  soldier,  or 
anything  of  the  kind.    I  went  around  with  them,  and  waited  on  them  for  protection. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Were  you  a  slave  before  the  war  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  In  this  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  Madison  County.  No ;  I  am  too  fast.  In  Morgan  County,  but 
all  in  this  State.    The  river  divided  them — the  Tennessee  River. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  what  year  was  it  that  you  were  whipped  on  Brier  Fork  ? 

Answer.  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight. 

Question.  Were  the  men  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  were  their  names  ? 

Answer.  O,  you  are  too  hard  for  me,  sir.  I  can't  tell  that,  I  couldn't  see  their  faces 
to  tell  who  they  were. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  were  there  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  twenty  or  twenty-five  that  whipped  me. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  shot  at  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  five  times ;  but,  thank  God,  they  didn't  hit  me.    They  hit  my  dog. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  About  a  month  afterward. 

Question.  Who  else  did  you  say  shot  at  you  ? 

JPnswer.  Mr.  Parks  Townsend  and  Marion  Burkes. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Afiswer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were,  horses  and  all. 

Question.  How  did  you  recognize  them  ?    How  did  you  know  them  ? 

Ansiver.  When  they  were  shooting  at  me  I  knew  them  by  their  faces :  they  threw 
the  cloths  up  from  their  faces,  and  then  I  knew  iheir  voices.  I  lived  with  Mr.  Town- 
send  being  near  twelve  months,  and  that  was  the  next  year. 

Question.  Where  does  Mr.  Townsend  live? 

Answer  He  lives  out  at  what  is  called  McDavid's  old  mill,  about  two  miles  from  the 
line  of  Tennessee  and  this  county,  on  the  Fayetteville  road. 

Question.  Marion  Burke,  where  does  he  live  ? 

Answer.  He  was  living  th,ere,  himself  and  his  father.     His  father  was  a  blacksmith. 

Questioiu  Are  both  of  fchese  men  in  this  county  now  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.    I  have  been  gone  away  from  here  you  see. 

Question,  Were  there  any  others  with  them  at  the  time  ? 
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Answer.  There  was  another  gentleman  with  them,  but  I  didn't  know  who  he  was. 
He  staid  back  in  the  dark. 

Question.  Was  it  at  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  midnight  Saturday  night.  They  got  some  four  or  five  guns 
that  night,  and  broke  two  or  three,  and  carried  off  a  double-barreled  gun  belonging  to 
Tom  Anderson ;  and  they  told  Mr.  Walker's  people  that  I  was  shot  and  in  the  bed,  but, 
thank  God,  they  didn't  hit  me ;  that's  one  blessing.  I  saved  that  shot,  but  they  hit 
my  dog.  I  was  very  thankful  that  they  didn't  hit  me.  They  told  at  Mr.  Walker's  that 
I  was  shot — the  colored  population  did. 

Question.  What  Mr.  Walker  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Pope  Walker — the  colored  men  living  on  his  plantation.  He  is  a  law- 
yer, and  lives  in  town  here. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  12, 1871. 
WILLIAM  RICHARDSON  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  Mr.  Richardson  was  called  as  a  witness  at  the  request  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  his  examination  may  be  conducted  by  you.  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  State  how  long  you  have  lived  in  Alabama,  Mr.  Richardson. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  was  born  and  reared  in  this  State,  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Lime- 
stone. 

Question.  How  old  are  you  now  ? 

Answer.  I  am  thirty-two  years  old. 

Question.  What  is  your  present  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Question.  What  county  do  you  practice  in  ? 

Ansivei\  The  county  of  Madison. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  army  during  the  war  ? 

Ansiver,  I  was,  sir ;  in  the  confederate  army. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  whether,  prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  you 
took  any  side  in  the  controversy. 

Answe)\  I  had  just  graduated  at  college  about  the  time  that  the  excitement  broke  out 
relative  to  the  war.  I  came  back  home,  and  was  then  quite  a  young  man.  I  did  take 
quite  an  active  part  at  that  day  and  time,  and  indorsed  and  adopted  the  prevailing 
Union  sentiments  of  North  Alabama.  That  was  the  guiding  influence  of  my  life,  and 
as  such  a  young  man,  full  of  all  that  impetus  and  impulse  that  young  men  had  at  that 
time,  I  heartily  indorsed  what  was  called  the  co-operation,  or  Union  view  of  the  mat- 
ter. I  was  very  much  opposed  to  the  secession  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  did  not 
aprove  the  plan  by  which  it  was  done.  I  thought  it  would  be  voted  down  if  sub- 
mitted to  the  people;  looked  upon  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted  as  a 
great  wrong  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this  State,  and  I  so  considered  •the 
vote  on  the  ordinance  of  secession.  After  the  State  seceded  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  bitterness  in  my  county  of  Limestone  upon  the  question  of  the  policy  of  secession. 
I  was  among  those  who  were  advocates  of  co-operation  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
secession.  I  was  very  young,  and  knew  but  little  about  politics,  but  I  imbibed  the 
principles  and  views  of  my  father  upon  that  subject,  and  doubtless  was  a  great  deal  less 
prudent  on  the  subject  than  he  was.  I  remember  distinctly,  as  an  evidence  of  my  own 
participation  in  the  matter,  to  have  made  a  Union  speech,  sir. 

Question.  On  what  occasion  ? 

Ansiver.  On  the  22d  of  February,  on  Washington's  birthday.  The  State  of  Alabama,  I 
think,  seceded  on  the  11th  of  January.  I  made  that  speech  on  the  22d  of  February, 
Washington's  birthday,  at  the  instance  of  a  good  many  men  in  the  community,  who 
entertained  the  same  sentiments  and  views  that  I  did,  while  there  were  a  great  many 
who  were  opposed  to  those  views.  I  did  it  rather  as  a  mouthpiece  of  that  sentiment 
there.  I  Avas  quite  a  young  man,  as  I  stated  before,  but  possessed  of  all  the  ardor  and 
impetus  that  young  men  had  at  that  time,  and  I  dared  to  make  it.  I  made  it  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Athens.    I  have  got  that  speech  yet,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  prevailing  sentiment  in  your  county,  or  county  town,  in  favor  of 
the  Union  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  was  decidedly  so. 

Question.  At  that  time? 

Anspuer.  At  that  time  decidedly  in  favor  of  it.  Now,  the  county  voted  for  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge ;  Bell  and  Douglas  presented  the  co-operation  ticket ;  it  voted  for  Mr.  Breck- 
inridge; but  that  was  no  evidence  that  they  were  in  favor  of  secession,  for  a  great 
many  who  voted  for  Breckinridge  were  afterward  Union  men,  while  many  leading 
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men  in  favor  of  Mr.  Breckinridge  were  afterward  secessionists.  The  feeling  was  very- 
bitter  over  in  that  county,  as  it  was  in  North  Alabama  generally;  but  especially  in 
Limestone  County.  As  a  further  evidence  of  the  sentiment,  I  aided  and  assisted  in  put- 
ting up  the  United  States  flag  on  the  court-house  of  Athens.  I  suppose  that  was  three 
months  after  the  State  of  Alabama  had  seceded — at  least  it  was  between  two  and  three 
months,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  There  was  a  party  of  us  who  did  it ;  I  have 
forgotten,  but  my  best  recollection  is  that  there  were  about  eleven  of  us  who  put  that 
flag  up  on  the  court-house  in  Athens.  I  didn't  go  up  to  the  cupola  myself;  there  was 
a  young  man  who  was  more  agile  and  expert  in  matters  of  that  kind,  who  ascended  to 
the  top  of  the  cupola  and  put  the  flag  out ;  we  protected  him  in  doing  it ;  it  staid 
there  for  two  or  three  weeks.  There  were  a  good  "many  threats  made  about  taking 
it  down,  but  we  resolved  that  it  should  not  be  taken  down,  and  when  it  was  taken 
down  we  took  it  down  ourselves. 

Question.  As  a  matter  of  prudence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  matter  of  prudence ;  to  keep  from  disturbances  in  the  commu- 
nity, we  took  that  flag  down  ourselves ;  it  staid  there  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

Question.  You  subsequently  followed  the  fortunes  of  your  State  ? 

Answer.  I  did,  sir ;  and  I  think  every  young  man  who  put  that  flag  up  did. 

Question.  Went  into  the  confederate  army? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
.  Question.  And  served  through  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  served  until  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  where  I  was  disabled  by  a  broken 
limb,  and  was  discharged  from  the  army,  and  never  went  back.  I  was  on  crutches 
when  the  war  ceased. 

Question.  Have  you  resided  in. this  State  since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  have,  since  1867,  in  this  county.  In  1865  I  was  elected  to  the  legislature 
of  Alabama  from  Limestone  County ;  at  the  expiration  of  that  year  moved  to  this 
I>lace. 

Question.  You  were  elected  under  Mr.  Johnson's  policy  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  under  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Mr.  Johnson. 

Question.  State,  Mr.  Richardson,  the  condition  of  aifairs  in  this  and  the  neighboring 
counties  with  which  you  are  now  acquainted. 

Anstver.  My  opinion,  and  it  is  based  upon  my  circulation  through  these  counties,  and 
especially  the  lower  district,  of  which  Major  Sloss  is  the  Representative,  in  which  I 
attend  court 

Question.  In  what  counties  do  you  attend  court  ? 

Answer.  I  attend  court  every  time  in  Limestone  County ;  I  frequently  attend  courts 
in  Colbert,  Lawrence,  and  Morgan  Counties — both  the  circuit  and  county  courts.  From 
my  observation  in  those  counties,  I  believe  that  the  people,  though  they  do  not  indorse 
and  approve  heartily  the  laws  ^^^^t  have  been  made  in  many  instances,  yet  there  is  a 
general  disposition  on  their  part  to  obey  them,  as  far  as  I  have  observed.  There  is  a 
general  disposition  to  obey  the  laws,  however  unpleasant  and  disagreeable  in  some 
instances  our  State  and  Federal  laws  are,  according  to  our  sentiments.  I  know  very 
well  that  an  act  of  our  legislature  has  created  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  through- 
out North  Alabama.  That  act  relates  to  what  is  known  as  the  Ku-Elux  organization 
in  ttiis  State. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  act  passed  December  26,  1868  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  recollect  the  date  of  it  now.  It  is  the  act  which  pronounced  every 
man  found  in  disguise  a  felon  and  an  outlaw,  and  which  gave  any  man  the  right  to 
shoot  him  down.  That  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  it,  according  to  my  recollection. 
He  is  declared  an  outlaw  when  found  in  disguise.  That  law  has  created  dissatisfaction 
for  this  reason.  At  the  same  time,  I  think  it  is  that  act  that  gives  the  party  injured  the 
right  to  come  forward  and  sue  the  county  for  damages.  The  people,  generally,  look 
upon  it  in  this  way  j  that  the  men  who  are  committing  outrages  in  this  country  are  high- 
waymen and  robbers ;  that  they  are  identified  with  no  political  parties ;  that  they  are 
merely  seeking  their  own  selfish  ends  and  views,  trying  to  accomplisb  them  and  nothing 
else ;  and  for  that  reason  the  people  do  not  think  they  ought  to  be  held  responsible 
pecuniarily,  in  damages,  for  the  acts  of  such  men.  They  do  not  consider  it  at  all  as 
being  political  in  any  respect.    That  is  my  observation,  and  that  is  my  opinion. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  the  laws  executed  promptly  and  efficiently  in  the  counties  in  which 
you  practice  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

jQuestion.  For  what  reason  I 

Answer.  I  can  speak  more  knowingly  for  the  county  in  which  I  live  now,  Madison 
County.  The  sh<3rifl'  of  this  county,  who  is  Joseph  T.  Doyle,  I  consider  utterly  ineffi- 
cient    He  is  not  the  sherifl'  now,  because  he  was  required  to  give  additional  bond  and 
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eecurity  by  the  grand  jury,  and  was  unable  to  do  so  and  resigned.  I  understood— 
whether  true  or  not  I  can't  state— that  the  government  was  going  to  take  steps 
for  his  removal }  but  he  resigned  when  the  grand  jury  required  him  to  give  boads. 
Mr.  Doyle  was  an  intemperate  man.  In  addition  to  being  intemperate,  he  was  u  very 
timid  man.  I  have  heard  of  disturbances  in  this  county  where  i  thought,  and  other 
citizens  thought,  it  was  his  duty  to  summon  a  posse  and  go  and  arrest  the  perpetrators. 
He  would  never  go  out  of  the  corporate  limits  of  this  town  when  such  things  as  these 
were  afloat.  He  would  not  go  out  at  all;  he  was  afraid  to  go,  and  he  said  he  was 
afraid  to  go. 

Question.  When  was  he  elected  sheriff? 

Answer.  He  was  elected  sheriff  a-t  the  time  that  the  constitution  of  this  Stat^  was 
voted  on. 

Question.  And  rejected  by  the  people  ? 

Answer.  And  rejected  by  the  people  ;  so  reported  by  General  Meade,  I  believe,  who 
was  then  probably  in  command ;  I  think  it  was  General  Meade  thought  it  had  been 
rejected,  and  reported  it  was  rejected  by  such  a  number  of  votes.  I  don't  know 
whether  I  am  mistaken  or  not  as  to  whether  it  was  General  Meade  who  was  then  in 
command  of  this  military  department. 

Question.  I  believe  you  are  correct  about  that.  The  act  of  Congress  required  a  ma- 
jority of  the  registered  votes. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  policy  of  our  people  was  not  to  vote,  in  order  to  keep  a  majority 
of  the  registered  voters  from  appearing  as  having  voted. 

Question.  I  understand  that  Mr.  Doyle  was  voted  fon  at  that  election  for  sheriff,  and 
elected  in  the  absence  of  the  democratic  vote  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  recollection,  that  Doyle  was  elected  at  that  time.  That 
constitution  was  voted  down  by  the  people,  and  it  was  afterward  declared  to  be  the 
law  of  the  land,  and  in  that  declaration  these  officers  were  put  upon  the  people. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  officers  elected  at  that  tirue  in  your  county  inefficient  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  looked  upon  the  probate  judge  of  this  county  as  being,  at  the  time  he 
went  into  office,  incapacitated  for  discharging  the  duties  of  that  office,  for  the  reason, 
that  he  had  never,  from  my  observation  of  him,  studied  law.  He  had  been  a  sash  and: 
blind  maker  in  this  corporation.  I  don't  think  he  was  a  man  qualified  to  administer 
the  affairs  of  the  probate  judge's  office,  through  which  office  all  the  property  of  tiie 
county  would  pass — wards,  administrations,  the  business  of  executors,  &c.  I  don't 
think  he  was  qualified,  though  I  must  say,  injustice  to  him,  that  the  office  of  probate 
judge,  so  far  as  it  refers  to  the  books,  dockets,  and  papers  of  every  kind,  is  kept  well,, 
and  we  find  no  difficulty  when  we  go  in  there  as  lawyers  in  finding  records  or  papers. 
In  that  respect  the  office  is  very  well  kept,  but  I  did  not  consider  and  do  not  yet  con- 
sider him  a  man  qualified  to  pass  upon  legal  points  that  are  presented  to  him. 

Question.  Except  as  you  have  stated,  the  inefficiency  of  the  officers,  what  has  been  the 
condition  of  the  country;  are  there  any  reasons  which  have  led  to  disturbances  in 
your  midst  ? 

Answe}\  I  consider  the  character  of  the  men  holding  office  in  this  county  and  in  the 
adjoining  counties  as  having  been  an  irritating  cause  creating  dissatisfaction  among, 
our  people.  As  a  general  thing  they  were  comjSete  and  entire  strangers  to  our  people ; 
they  were  not  identified  with  us  in  our  interests  nor  in  our  sympathies.  That  gave 
thepeople  great  dissatisfaction.  In  addition  to  that,  they  thought  that  these  officers 
had  been  imposed  upon  them  unjustly  and  improperly. 

Question.  By  the  act  of  Congress  ? 

Anatver.  By  act  of  Congress.  But  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  they  believed  these 
men  were  inimical  to  their  interests  as  a  general  thing,  that  they  were  unfriendly  to 
them  ih  sympathy,  the  peoi)le  have  shown,  in  my  opinion,  a  general  disposition  to 
abide  by  what  the  laws  were,  and  treat  those  men  who  are  in  office  with  that  kind  of 
courtesy  and  consideration  which  men  filling  these  offices  are  entitled  to.  They 
were  disposed  to  obey  the  law,  and  to  do  the  best  they  could  under  the  circumstances, 
hoping  that  a  better  time  would  come,  and  to  put  down  these  disturbances  which  I 
know  have  occurred  in  some  of  these  counties. 

Question.  What  was  the  origin  of  those  disturbances  that  you.  speak  of? 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes.  General,  these  disturbances  have  originated  in 
neighborhood  feuds.  Thej'^  have  originated  in  a  recollection  of  wrongs  and  of  rumors 
and  tales  that  were  told  upon  each  other  in  neighborhoods  during  ihe  war  to  a  very 
great  extent.  Now  I  hear  of  a  difficulty  down  in  Limestone  County,  where  I  am  very 
well  acquainted,  in  which  I  am  satisfied  that  it  wasn't  at  all  jyolitical,  for  the  reason 
that  I  was  well  acquainted  with  the  parties. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  What  case  was  that  ? 

Anstcer.  That  was  the  case  of  old  man  W^ir  and  his  treatment  by  Moore,  and  Blair, 
and  Gibson,  and  some  others  whose  names  I  can't  now  recollect.    I  don't  think,  from 
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what  I  have  heard  of  that,  and  what  I  know  of  the  parties,  that  there  is  anything  po- 
litical in  it  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  You  think  it  grew  out  of  personal  feuds  between  the  parties  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  neighborhood  animosities  and  bickerings. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  organization  in  this  region  of  country  soon 
after  the  war  of  what  was  called  the  Loyal  Leagues  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Give  us  some'idea  of  what  those  organizations  were. 

Answer.  All  that  I  can  tell  you  of  the  organization  of  the  Loyal  League  is  from  what 
I  heard;  nothing  that  I  know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge.  I  know,  to  the  best 
of  my  information  and  belief,  that  such  an  organization  existed  here  in  this  country. 
It  was  publicly  declared.  We  knew  its  president ;  I  did  in  Limestone  County.  He 
was  Daniel  H.  Bingham.  He  was  said  to  be,  or  acknowledged  to  be,  the  president  of 
the  Loyal  League.  I  was  better  acquainted  in  Limestone  County  than  I  am  in  this.  I 
remember  that  they  used  to  meet  in  an  old  drug-store  on  the  corner  of  the  square  in 
Athens ;  that  was  in  ^6Q  ;  they  would  meet  once  a  week.  At  that  time  they  met  in  the 
day.  I  could  see  them  going  up  into  the  house.  I  remember  a  disturbance  that  took 
place  when  they  met  there.  It  was  created  by  a  negro,  whose  name  I  have  now  for- 
gotten, out  on  the  streets,  just  before  he  went  up  into  the  Loyal  League  room.  The 
cause  of  the  disturbance  was  that  some  white  man  was  remonstrating  with  him  about 
going  into  that  League,  and  secretly  engaging  in  political  matters.  It  was  just  merely 
a  remonstrance,  but  a  fuss  ensued.  I  don't  know  how  it  occurred,  but  a  difficulty  en- 
sued ;  some  blows  passed,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  created. 

Question.  What  was  understood  to  be  the  object  of  those  Leagues  ? 

Answer.  The  object  was,  so  far  as  I  understood,  to  get  the  colored  people  into  them, 
and  instill  into  them  animosity  and  prejudice  against  the  native  southern  white  peo- 
ple. That's  what  I  understood  to  be  the  object  of  the  Leagues,  and  to  thereby  insure 
their  votes  for  the  radical  party. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Instill  animosity  and  prejudice  against  whom  ? 

Answer.  Against  the  native  southern  white  people ;  that  was  what  we  understood 
here  to  be  the  object  of  the  Loyal  League. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  that  the  general  understanding  among  the  people  ? 

Answer.  That's  what  I  believe  to  be  the  general  understanding ;  that  was  the  man- 
ner in  which  we  accepted  it. 

Question.  Was  there  any  attempt,  and  if  so  what,  on  the  part  of  the  white  people  to 
organize  themselves  to  resist  this  movement ;  did  it  lead  to  similar  organizations  on 
their  part  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  always  believed  that  the  Loyal  League  was  the  parent  of  the 
Ku-Klux  organization ;  and  fi?om  what  I  could  hear  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  and 
from  what  I  knew  of  it  from  young  men,  it  was  formed  and  organized  for  the  purpose 
of  being  a  check  upon  the  Loyal  League ;  at  least  that  is  what  it  was  accepted  as  in 
this  community,  as  being  a  check  upon  the  Loyal  League,  and  as  being  a  terror  to  evil- 
doers, whoever  they  might  be. 

Question.  Were  there  any  outrages  instigated  by  this  Loyal  League,  and  committed 
by  them,  to  your  knowledge  or  information  ? 

Answer.  Do  you  mean  by  that,  violence  to  the  person  of  any  individual  ? 

Question.  Yes ;  or  violence  or  outrages  to  property,  or  disorder  of  any  kind  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  of  no  violence  that  I  now  recollect  of  perpetrated  by  any  one  be- 
longing to  the  Loyal  League,  which  was  charged  as  an  outrage  committed  by  such  an 
individual  because  he  was  a  member  of  the  Loyal  League.  I  heard  of  no  such  vio- 
lence. 

Question.  Was  there  any  collision  between  these  organizations,  do  you  recollect  ? 

Answer.  Between  the  Loyal  League  and  the  organization  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir.  * 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  there  was  a  collision  here  in  this  town  in  1868 ;  I  think  it  was  in 
♦}he  latter  part  of  October. 

Question.  Known  as  the  riot  ? 

Answer.  Known  as  the  riot  in  this  town  in  1868 ;  if  I  remember  correctly  it  was  just 
preceding  the  election. 

Question.  Were  you  here  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  see  it  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  in  reference  to  the  origin  and  the  circumstances  at- 
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tending  it,  as  well  from  your  own  knowledge  of  what  came  under  your  own  observa- 
tion as  what  was  subsequently  developed  in  testimony. 

Answer.  You  just  wish  me  to  give  an  account  of  that  disturbance  that  night  ? 

Question.  To  give  an  account  of  it. 

Answer.  I  was  attending  a  performance 

Qusstion.  Give  also  your  views  of  its  origin. 

Answei\  Well,  with  a  view  of  its  origin,  1  will  commence  then  with  that  first.  It  oc- 
curred on  Saturday  night,  according  to  my  best  recollection ;  on  Saturday  there  was  a 
large  meeting  held  in  the  court-house  yard.  There  were  a  great  many  colored  people 
attending  that  meeting.  C.  C.  Sheets,  then  from  Decatur,  was  one  of  the  principal 
speakers.  I  remember  to  have  been  standing  in  one  of  the  lower  rooms  of  the  court- 
house building.  The  platform  was  erected  on  the  east  side  of  the  court-house,  and  I 
heard  Mr.  Sheets  state  to  the  colored  people  that  he  had  been  interfered  with  a  few 
nights  before  that  in  Florence  by  the  Ku-Klux,  and  that  he  had  promised  them  then 
that  he  would  not  make  the  abusive  and  inflammatory  speeches  that  he  had  been  mak- 
ing before  that.  That  is,  in  substance,  what  he  said.  I  can't  assume  to  state  his 
words.  He  said  that  he  had  promised  the  Ku-Klux  that  he  would  not  make  such  a 
speech,  but  having  got  up  here  where  there  are  so  many  colored  people  he  wasn't  afraid 
to  say  what  he  pleased,  and  that  if  the  colored  people  would  do  what  it  became  them  as 
men  to  do,  they  would  carry  with  them  weapons  and  shoot  down  these  men  wherever 
they  found  them  ;  that  the  reason  the  Ku-Klux  paraded  the  country  was  because  the 
negroes  were  weak-kneed,  or  words  to  that  effect;  that  was  the  idea.  He  made  that 
day  a  very  inflammatory  speech,  and  one  that  aroused  the  negroes  very  much  and 
seemed  to  appeal  to  their  passions  as  much  as  any  speech  I  have  ever  heard  made  in 
this  country.  The  negroes  were  very  much  excited  under  this  speech  ;  they  remained 
here  during  the  day,  large  numbers  of  them,  and  at  night  there  was  a  meeting  held  in 
this  court-room.  1  remember  that  in  going  to  tea  to  the  Huntsville  Hotel,  where  I 
boarded,  I  met — I  can't  say  how  many — ^but  numbers  of  negroes,  coming  t(>  that  meet 
ing  with  guns.  They  carried  them  not  concealed  at  all,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
excitement  among  the  negroes  throughout  the  town.  After  I  got  my  supper  I  went  to 
a  performance  at  the  Thespian  Hall.  During  the  performance  the  announcement  was 
made  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  coming  in.  I  came  out  of  the  hall  and  came  up  right 
opposite  here,  at  the  northeast  comer  of  the  square,  by  the  Moore  building,  at  the  head 
of  Washington  street.  I  was  standing  there  when  the  Ku-Klux  came  around.  I 
suppose  ther  6  were  one  hundred  and  twenty -five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  them. 
Many  men  estimated  them  as  a  great  many  more  than  that,  but  I  don't  think  there 
was  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  They  j)a8sed 
around  very  quietly,  because  there  was  but  little  noise  when  they  passed  around. 
They  passed  down  the  same  street  they  came  up,  going  on  down  toward  the  market- 
house,  northward.  The  rear  of  the  column  had  reached  nearly  to  the  market- 
house,  when  I  discovered  that  a  great  many  of  these  colored  people  had  left  this 
meeting  and  were  out  near  the  court-house  gate,  and  some  in  the  street;  I  was 
standing  leaning  against  a  post  at  this  corner  of  the  Moore  block  when,  I  sup- 
pose, twenty-five  or  fifty  colored  people  were  passing  down  behind  me,  following  the 
column ;  I  took  hold  of  of  one  of  the  negro  men ;  put  my  hands  on  him ;  he  had  a 
repeater  in  his  hand ;  I  didn't  know  his  name  ;  the  moon  was  shining  bright ;  I  said  to 
him,  "Put  up  that  pistol ;  don't  go  after  those  men,  because  you  will  create  a  disturb- 
ance in  the  community."  I  hadn't  more  than  said  that  before  there  was  a  shot  from 
the  court-house  gate,  and  after  that  repeated  shots ;  I  don't  know  how  many  were 
fired ;  I  stepped  behind  the  Moore  block  to  protect  myself,  and  there  were  several  shots 
fired ;  I  am  satisfied,  from  my  own  observation,  that  the  first  shot  came  from  some 
colored  people  within  the  court-house  yard  ;  I  afterward,  at  the  request  of  a  lieuten- 
ant or  a  captain  stationed  here,  belonging  to  the  command  then  here  under  command 
of  General  Ruger — that  is,  I  understand  that  the  request  came  from  General  Ruger, 
that  I  should  take  the  testimony  of  citizens,  who  observed'  and  saw  this  riot,  in  order 
to  find  out  the  truth  of  it — I  took  the  testimony;  all  of  it ;  I  took  the. testimony  of,  I 
reckon,  at  least  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  witnesses,  in  my  law-office,  on  the  subject  of 
this  riot,  both  colored  men  and  white  men.  The  decided  preponderance  of  that  testi- 
mony conclusively  showed,  to  my  own  mind,  as  did  my  observation,  that  the  first  shot 
was  fired  from  the  colored  people  within  the  court-house  yard ;  at  least  it  was  fired 
from  a  mass  of  people  gathered  there ;  whether  it  was  by  a  white  man  or  a  colored  man 
I  couldn't  say,  nor  could  the  witnesses ;  it  came,  however,  from  the  court-hoase  yard  ; 
that  Ku-Klux  organization,  or  procession  of  men,  I  think,  didn't  tire  a  shot  that  night, 
sir ;  I  know  this  from  the  testimony  that  w^as  adduced  there  before  me,  and  it  was 
sworn  to ;  several  witnesses  swore  that  before  this  organization  or  procession  came 
into  town,  there  were  a  good  many  colored  men,  alleged  to  have  been  headed  by  one 
Charle%  Hale,  went  out  to  the  edge  of  town  to  meet  the  Ku-Klux  organization  before 
they  reached  here  at  all ;  they  went  nearly  half  a  mile  from  town  to  meet  'tliem  ;  they 
saw  them  coming,  and  when  they  saw  them  coming  they  took  fright  and  came  back 
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to  the  court-house ;  the  negroes  didn't  fire  upon  them  when  they  came  in  at  all ;  not 
when  they  first  came  in. 

Question.  Did  the  Ku-Klux  fire  at  all  ? 

Anstver.  I  am  satisfied  that  they  did  not  while  I  saw  them,  and  I  saw  them  from  the 
time  they  entered  the  square  until  they  left,  and  I  had  conversation  with  them  after 
the  riot  was  over. 

Question,  Was  there  any  testimony  taken  before  you  that  showed  that  the  Ku-Klux 
had  fired  any  of  the  shots  ? 

Anstver.  There  was  not  a  particle ;  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  and  I  don^t  think  I  am,  I 
heard  General  Ruger  state  that  he  observed  these  men  from  his  window  in  the  hotel 
where  he  was  boarding,  and  that  he  was  satisfied  that  they  never  did  fire  a  shot. 

Question.  Then  they  simply  paraded  around  the  square  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  else  in  the  world ;  and  there  were  various  expressions  during  that 
meeting  there  that  day,  that  these  men  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  were  afraid  to 
come  in  here. 

Question.  Was  there  any  person  injured  by  this  firing? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  four  or  five  persons  injured,  wounded,  and,  I  believe, 
two  killed. 

Qtiestion.  Then  the  firing  took  place  among  persons  who  were  mingled  together  in 
the  crowd  around  the  court-house  and  streets  ? 

Anstver.  It  was  just  promiscuous  out  there  in  the  streets  and  court-house  yard  ;  they 
seemed  to  be  firing  at  random— just  random  shots;  who  was  firing  I  couldn't  tell. 

Question.  Who  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  forgotten. 

Question.  There  was  a  Judge  Thurlow,  was  there  not  ? 

Answer,  O,  yes ;  you  refresh  my  memory ;  Judge  Silas  Thurlow,  of  Limestone  County, 
was  killed ;  he  was  shot  at  this  north  gate  here. 

Question.  Was  there  any  evidence  showing  by  whom  he  was  shot  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all,  sir. 

Question,  Was  thef-e  a  man  by  the  name  of  Cox  shot  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  William  W.  Cox  was  shot,  somewhere  in  the  head ;  I  have  forgot- 
ten where ;  there  was  ^  negro  named  Roper  shot,  and  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Martin 
shot,  and  then  there  was  a  negro  killed,  whose  name  I  have  forgotten. 

Question.  This  man  Cox  was  a  conservative,  or  democrat,  was  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  democrat. 

Question,  Judge  Thurlow  was  a  republican  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  Cox  killed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Cox  was  very  badly  shot. 

Question.  Who  shot  him  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  testimony  implicating  any  one  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Question,  Was  there  any  testimony  going  to  designate  any  person  as  having  shot  any 
of  those  negroes  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  No  person  identified  ? 

Anstver.  No  person  was  identified,  either  in  that  testimony  or  afterward  in  the  courts, 
where  parties  were  indicted. 

Question.  It  was  subsequently  examined  in  the  courts  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  indictments  were  nol.  jprossed. 

Question.  All  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  parties  charged ;  black  and  white. 

Question.  As  to  that  testimony,  I  want  you  to  state  as  distinctly  and  succinctly  as 
you  can  what  persons  or  class  of  persons  were  indicated  as  having  commenced  this 
shooting. 

Answer.  My  recollection  of  that  testimony  is,  and  there  was  a  mass  of  it,  that  it  all 
tended  to  show  that  the  firing  began  within  the  court-house  yard,  near  the  gate.  As 
1  said  before,  there  was  a  meeting  being  held  up  here  in  this  court-room,  and  I  had 
noticed  when  the  Ku-Kldx  organization  passed  around  the  court-house  yard  that  the 
colored  people  followed  them  around  the  court-house  as  they  passed  on  around,  keep- 
ing with  them  from  curiosity  or  somethmg  else ;  I  couldn't  tell  what.  But  evidently 
everybody  was  apprehensive  of  a  difficulty.  As  the  Ku-Klux  passed  off  down  the 
street  to  the  northeast,  after  passing  by  the  east  side  of  the  court-house,  the  first  shot 
was  fired,  and  I  know  it  came  from  tlie  east  side  of  the  court-house  where  a  great  many 
negroes  were  assembled,  and  there  were  white  people  among  them  too,  because  there 
wfcre  white  republicans  attending  that  meeting. 

Question.  The  people  in  attendance  upon  that  meeting  poured  out  of  the  court-house  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  came  from  that  exit,  from  this  hall,  and  poured  around  the  building  ? 
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Answer.  They  came  around  the  building  as  the  Ku-Klux  passed  around  the  square, 
and  they  made  a  general  halt  on  the  east  side  of  the  court-house  and  they  there  stopped* 
From  that  point  I  heard  the  first  shot  fired. 

Question,  Was  Cox  shot  there  ? 

Answer.  Cox  was  shot  oat  in  the  street,  near  that  gate. 

Question.  Were  there  many  persons,  citizens,  congregated  on  the  other  side  of  th^ 
street  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  around  the  square;  there  was  a  large  number  of  citizens  all 
arouud  the  square. 

Question.  How  many  persons  do  you  suppose  were  in  the  street  and  around  the 
square  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think,  and  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion  as  to  a  crowd,  on  which 
people  will  differ,  but  I  should  say  there  were  at  least  a  thousand  white  people  around 
the  square  looking  at  that  organization  passing  around. 

Question.  How  many  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  were  from  a  thousand  to  fifteen  hundred,  just  to  make  a 
rough  guess. 

Question.  This  testimony,  which  you  reduced  to  writing  at  the  request  of  an  officer 
of  the  Army,  was  forwarded  to  the  headquarters  of  General  Ruger  ? 

Answer.  I  turned  it  over  to  that  officer.  I  can't  recollect  the  officer's  name  because 
I  wasn't  acquainted  with  him.  He  left  the  post  soon  after  that,  but  I  gave  him  that 
testimony,  and  if  I  recollect  right  he  said  he  forwarded  it  to  Georgia. 

Question.  To  the  headquarters? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that's  what  he  told  me  he  was  going  to  do. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  if  there  is,  in  your  opinion,  any  such  thing  as  Ku-Klux 
in  this  county  at  this  time. 

Answer.  I  think  not,  general.   I  am  confident  that  there  is  no  such  organization. 

Question.  Is  there  any  difficulty  here  in  executing  the  law  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  Have  any  of  these  Ku-Klux  been  prosecuted  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  have  been  prosecutions  instituted  here  against  men  charged 
with  being  Ku-Klux.  In  the  United  States  court  there  have  been  several  prosecu- 
tions. 

Question,  For  acts  committed  recently  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Any  convictions  obtained  ? 

An8wei\  No,  sir. 

Question.  Mr.  Nicholas  Davis  stated  in  his  testimony  that  he  ^osecuted  certain  par- 
ties who  were  hold  to  bail,  and  that  the  officers  took  insufficient  bail  for  them.  Do 
you  recollect  that  case  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  to  have  heard  Mr.  Davis  say  something  about  such  a  case. 

Question.  He  stated  it  himself.    I  did  not  know  but  what  you  knew  of  it. 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  remember  any  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  it  at  all. 
I  remember  to  have  appeared  here  in  a  case  against  two  young  men  ;  I  defended  them. 
They  were  charged  with  being  Ku-Klux — young  Martin,  and  the  other  defendant, 
whose  name  I  have  forgotten.  The  charge  was  made  by  one  Pryor  Turner.  The  in- 
vestigation took  place  before  Eobert  W.  Wilson,  and  W.  B  .Figures,  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  in  this  room.  Mr.  Figures  is  well  known  in  this  community  as  to  his  political 
sentiments.    Pie  is  the  editor  of  the  Advocate. 

Question.  A  radical  paper  ? 

Answer.  A  radical  paper,  thoroughly  republican  in  all  of  his  sentiments ;  and  he  pro- 
nounced these  men  innocent,  and  discharged  them.  Then  there  were  several  other 
cases  that  I  have  heard  of.  I  would  like  to  state,  general,  I  stated  that  I  had  a 
conversation  with  that  procession  of  men  after  that  riot  was  over.  It  might  seem, 
from  that,  that  I  had  some  identification  with  that  organization.  I  never  belonged  to 
any  Ku-Klux  organization,  though  I  have  had  applications  to  join  them ;  I  never  joined 
any  such  organization,  because  I  was  opposed  to  them.  I  didn^t  think  it  was  right. 
I  didn't  like  secrecy  about  anything,  about  any  organization,  and  I  thought  it  would 
result  in  evil.  After  that  riot  was  over,  there  was  a  knot  of  us  young  men  gathered 
out  on  the  corner  of  the  street.  The  Ku-Klux  were  down  Washington  street  drawn  up 
in  line  of  battle,  as  well  as  I  could  discover,  from  my  position.  I  thought,  and  so  did 
others  standing  there,  that  they  were  coming  back  in  the  square.  I  remember  having 
proposed  to  the  crowd,  generally,  that  we  go  down  and  see  them,  and  advise  them  to 
leave  the  square,  and  not  come  back ;  that  they  would  get  into  collision  with  the  ne- 
groes and  create  a  disturbance.  I  was  afraid  they  would  create  a  disturbance  on  the 
square,  and  I  proposed  to  the  crowd  that  some  of  us  go  down  there  and  see  them.  I 
went  nfyself  to  that  procession,  and  there  I  discovered  a  man  who,  from  his  appearance, 
being  outside  of  the  line,  I  took  to  be  an  officer,  or  in  command.  I  walked  up  to  him 
and  told  him  I  wanted  a  conversation  with  him.  I  had  no  idea  who  he  was,  and  I 
don't  know  now  who  he  was.    I  told  him  I  thought  it  was  very  imprudent  and  indis 
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creet  for  his  company  to  go  back  on  that  square;  that  it  would  result  in  bloodshed 
and  create  a  great  deal  of  disturbance,  and  our  people  would  be  visited  with  punish- 
ment. That  was  the  idea  or  the  substance  of  what  I  told  him,  and  that  I  thought  he 
ought  to  leave  the  town.  He  remarked  to  me  that  he  would  take  my  advice.  I 
farther  told  him  that  the  United  States  commander,  General  Euger,  had  ordered  a 
company  to  come  in,  and  that  there  would  be  an  unfortunate  disturbance,  and  he 
ought  to  leave  town.  He  turned  immediately  and  said,  ^'  Wo  don't  want  to  create  a 
disturbance.  We  are  not  here  for  a  disturbance,  unless  we  are  attacked."  That's  what 
he  said  to  me,  and  rode  off,  and  I  never  heard  anything  more  of  the  Ku-Klux:  they 
left. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  negro  man  named  Joe  Gill  ? 
Aiiswer.  I  do  not,  by  that  name.    He  may  have  an  alias. 

Question,  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Parks  Townsend,  and  another  named 
Marion  Burks  ? 

Answer.  I  know  a  man  by  reputation  of  the  name  of  Parks  Townsend;  I  don't  know 
Mm  personally. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  in  what  part  of  this  county  he  lives,  because  I  do  not  know. 
Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  reputation,  or  what  is  his  character  ? 
AnswGi\  Well,  sir,  if  there  is  anything  against  his  character  I  have  not  heard  it. 
Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Shapard,  who  testified  before  this  com- 
mittee yesterday  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  practice  in  Blount  County  ? 

Answer.  I  never  did.  I  do  not  know  Shapard  personally  ;  I  have  heard  of  him  as  a 
man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  his  reputation  ? 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  to  a  very  limited  extent, 

Question.  I  wish  you  to  state  now  to  the  committee  whether  you  consider  that  the 
public  sentiment  in  this  portion  of  the  country  is  in  favor  of  executing  the  laws  and 
maintaining  the  peace  and  the  quiet  of  the  community  against  all  organizations  of 
whatever  character  and  description.^ 

Answer.  I  believe  that  the  people  generally  of  those  counties  in-  North  Alabama 
where  I  have  been  are  decidedly  and  unqualifiedly  in  favor  of  the  execution  of  the 
law,  and  especially  for  the  suppression  of  all  outrages  and  the  arrest  of  all  perpetrators 
of  violence. 

Question.  How  long  has  this  been  the  condition  of  affairs  here  in  this  part  of  the 
State  of  which  you  speak  ? 

'Answer.  Well,  I  think,  in  answer  to  that  question,  I  can  say  that  the  people  have 
been  more  disposed  for  the  last  eighteen  inonths  to  see  the  law  enforced  than  tkey 
had  been  at  any  time  since  the  surrender — decidedly  more  disposed  to  have  the  law 
enforced,  and  to  see  it  rigidly  executed,  because  it  was  to  their  own  interest  and  pro- 
tection that  it  should  be. 

Question.  Has  the  fact  that  the  people  of  Alabama  have  rescued  the  control  of  their 
affairs  from  the  persons  who  were  imposed  upon  them  under  the  act  of  Congress  been 
the  cause  of  the  restoration  of  peace  and  good  order  and  tranquillity  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  the  election  of  Robert  B.  Lindsay,  as  governor  of  this  State, 
has  done  a  great  deal  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  people ;  it  has  added  greatly  to  their 
disposition  to  maintain  law  and  order. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  much  of  the  disorder  and  turbulence  in  the  State  arose 
from  the  fact  that  the  people  ot  the  State  had  a  constitution  and  officers  imposed 
upon  them  in  violation  of  the  first  act  of  Congress— the  reconstruction  act  of  Congress? 
Do   you  believe  that  that  gave  rise  to  much  of  the  turbulence? 

Ansiver.  I  know  that  it  did;  because  the  people  were  restless, impatient,  and  greatly 
dissatisfied,  by  reason  of  that  constitution  being  imposed  upon  them  in  the  way  that 
it  was  done,  and  from  that  flowed  a  great  deal  of  the  turbulence  in  this  State. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  a'  complete  restoration  of  their  rights  as  citizens  to 
those  who  are  now  under  disabilities,  and  the  complete  restoration  of  local  self-govern- 
ment, Avould  restore  entire  peace  and  tranquillity  to  these  people  ? 

Answer.  My  own  opinion  of  that  is  that,  if  a  general  bill  of  amnesty  was  passed  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  it  would  do  more  to  arouse  the  dormant  feeling  of 
affection  for  the  Union  in  this  State  than  anything  else  that  could  be  done ;  that  it 
would  do  more  to  create  harmony,  and  to  rub  out  and  obliterate  the  animosities  and 
prejudices  that  have  sprung  np  and  been  created  by  the  war,  than  anything  else  that 
could  be  done. 

Que8tio7i.  Do  the  people  regard  the  disqualification  of  their  ablest  men  by  the  four- 
teen th  amendment  for  all  public  service  as  a  great  hardship  to  them  ? 

Answer.  They  do  ;  they  look  upon  it  as  being  a  great  privation  to  them  that  the  men 
who  are  the  most  experienced  in  political  matters,  many  of  them  the  ablest  men  in  our 
State,  are  unable  to  hold  office. 
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Question,  Do  they  think  they  are  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  their  experience  and 
judgment?  , 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  being  deprived  of  that,  they  feel  that  it  is  a  great  hardship  upon 
them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  having  made  a  Union  Speech  on  the  22d  of  February,  1861, 
after  Alabama  liad  seceded,  and  again,  subsequently 4o  that,  in  company  with  others, 
of  having  put  up  the  flag  of  the  United  States  on  the  court-house  at  Athens.  What 
induced  you,  subsequently  to  your  then  condition  of  feeling,  to  enter  the  confederate 
army  ? 

Answer.  The  speech  that  I  made  on  the  22d  day  of  February,  being  the  birthday  of 
Washington,  was  made  at  the  instance,  as  I  believe  I  stated  before,  of  many  of  my 
friends,  who  agreed  with  me  in  the  sentiments  that  I  expressed  in  that  speech,  which 
were  in  favor  of  the  Union  and  its  preservation.  I  afterward  entered  the  army  as  a 
confederate  soldier,  freely  and  from  my  own  choice,  for  the  reason  that  it  had  then 
become  a  question  whether  I  should  side  with  my  own  people  or  whether  I  should 
fight  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States.  Upon  that  question  I  had  no  hesitancy  what- 
ever. As  long  as  there  was  a  possibility,  so  far  as  my  then  limited  intelligence  in  polit- 
ical matters  could  discern,  of  the  Union  being  preserved  and  kept  together,  entertain- 
ing merely  the  sentiments  of  my  father — having  his  views  reflected  upon  me — I  was  for 
its  preservation  and  maintenance.  I  went  into  the  confederate  army  because  it  had  be- 
come an  actual  and  real  fact  that  there  was  no  Union,  so  far  as  Alabama  was  concerned ; 
that  it  was  gone,  and  that  I  either  had  to  go  up  North  or  stay  South  ;  the  latter  I  had 
no  hesitancy  in  doing. 

Question.  Were  you  then  in  favor  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Union,  if  possible,  at  the 
time  you  entered  the  confederate  army  ? 

Answefi'.  At  the  time  that  I  went  into  the  confederate  army,  which  was  after  the  call 
that  Mr.  Lincoln  made  for  75,000  troops,  my  feelings  upon  that  subject  had  changed ; 
there  had  been  an  entire  change  in  my  feelings  upon  that  subject' after  that  call  for 
75,000  troops. 

Question.  You  were,  then,  no  longer  in  favorof  maintaining  the  Union,  I  understand? 

Answer.  I  was  in  favor,  Senator,  of  abiding  by  my  State  then,  following  her  destiny. 

Question.  Your  State  at  that  time  had  seceded  ? 

Answer.  It  had  gone  out  on  the  11th  day  of  January. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Had  it  seceded  when  you  made  the  speech  in  February  ? 

Answer.  It  had  seceded  ,*  there  was  a  strong  sentimentut  that  time  in  North  Alabama, 
that  North  Alabama  should  join  Tennessee.  ' 

Question.  So  you  still  had  hopes  that  the  State  might  be  retained,  or  a  portion  of  it, 
when  you  made  that  speech  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  still  had  hopes  that  the  ordinance  of  secession  would  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  people,  and  we  would  have  a  vote  on  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  that  case,  I  understand  from  your  expressed  sentiments,  you  would  have 
voted  against  secession  ? 

Answer.  Unquestionably. 

Question.  Did  you  not  regard  the  call  of  Mr.  Lincoln  for  75,000  troops  as  a  constitu- 
tional duty  imposed  upon  him  to  maintain  and  protect. the  Union. 

Answer.  I  did  not,  for  this  reason,  that  I  thought  compulsion  toward  the  wayward 
and  erring  sisters  was  the  w^orst  policy  that  could  be  pursued ;  and  that  expediency  should 
have  rather  become  the  wisdom  of  the  President  than  an  actual  execution  of  the  law. 

Question.  Was  he  not  expressly  authorized  by  an  old  act  of  Congress  to  make  that 
call  which  was  recited  in  his  proclamation  ? 

Answer.  My  recollection  of  that  call  is,  that  it  recited  the  authority  under  which  he 
acted  in  making  the  call. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  examine  that  authority  ? 
,  Answer.  I  never  did,  that  I  now  remember  of. 

Question.  You  are  satisfied  that  such  a  law  exists,  are  you  not,  justifying  this  call  ? 

Answej\  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  it  does  not  exist. 

Question.  The  whole  purpose  of  that  call  "vyas  to  put  down  this  insurrection  in  the 
Southern  States,  was  it  not  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  regard  it  as  his  duty,  as  the  chief  magistrate,  sworn  to  execute 
the  laws,  to  make  that  call  ?    Did  you  suppose  he  had  any  discretion  in  the  matter  ? 

Ansiver.  I  regarded  it  in  this  way— if  I  can  recall  my  impressions  upon  that  subject — 
that  it  was  more  sacredly  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  do  all  things 
that  lay  in  his  power  to  preserve  and  maintain  the  Union,  and  that  in  the  preservation 
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and  maintenance  of  the  Union,  if  he  could  still  reclaim  the  affections  and  the  interest 
and  the  good  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  Southern  country,  that  in  that  way  he  would 
better  maintain  the  Union  j  and  I  looked  upon  the  call  for  75,000  troops  as  having  an 
irritating  and  exasperating  tendency  among  the  people,  and  likely  to  carry  a  great 
many  men  who  were  in  sympathy  with  the  Union,  and  partial  to  its  maintenance, 
under  the  storm  of  feeling  into  that  channel  in  which  they  did  not  want  to  go. 

Question.  Will  you  please  state  what  other  method,  known  to  the  law,  Mr.  Lincoln 
had  of  putting  down  this  insur^ction,  except  calling  upon  the  peojde  of  this  country 
to  aid  him  in  putting  it  down  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  own  opinion  about  that  is  just  simply  this :  that  if  Alabama, 
for  instance,  had  been  let  alone,  even  after  she  seceded,  and  no  war  had  been  waged  on 
her,  she  would  have  been  back  in  the  Union  in  six  months. 

Qiiestion.  What  evidence  have  you  of  that  ? 

Answer.  I  have  that  evidence  to  my  own  mind,  that  the  majority  of  the  people  of 
Alabama  were  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  that  they  were  overawed  and  trampled 
down  by  reason  of  votes  that  were  cast  at  the  convention  which  voted  her  out  of  the 
Union,  which  did  not  represent  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  and  if  they  had  had  an 
opportunity  to  have  voted  on  that  ordinance  of  secession,  the  people  would  have  voted 
it  dawn.  That  is  why  I  believe,  if  Alabama  had  been  let  alone,  and  she  had  not  been 
distarbed,  and  thereby  the  passions  of  her  people  aroused,  which  is  more  strongly  don© 
when  blood  is  shed  than  under  any  other  circumstances,  she  would  have  been  back  in 
the  Union  in  six  months. 

Question.  All  this  is  a  mere  matter  of  specnlation,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer.  All  matter  of  opinion  on  my  part,  of  what  I  believe  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  were. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  If  the  secession  element  in  this  State  was  so  strong  as  to  bring  about  a 
refusal  in  the  convention  to  submit  the  ordinance  of  secession  to  the  people,  do  you  not 
think  it  would  have  been  strong  enough  also  to  have  prevented  the  Union  element 
from  casting  a  majority  of  votes  against  secession,  if  the  ordinance  had  been  sub- 
mitted ? 

Answer.  Then,  if  that  had  been  the  case,  the  fight  or  struggle,  instead  of  being  with 
the  friends  of  the  Union,  would  have  been  in  Alabama,  against  the  men  who  were 
fighting  to  throttle  us. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  fact  that  when  the  convention  met  in  1861,  a  majority,  when 
it  first  assembled,  was  in  favor  of  the  Union  ? 

Answer.  Let  me  understand  that  question. 

Qv£stion.  I  will  ask  it  again.'  When  the  convention  met,  was  not  a  majority  of  it  in 
favor  of  maintaining  the  Union ;  the  convention  of  1861,  I  mean,  which  passed  the 
orelinance  of  secession  ? 

Answer.  I  have  understood  from  gentlemen  who  were  members  of  that  convention, 
from  North  Alabama,  that  the  majority  of  delegates  in  that  convention,  when  they 
first  assembled,  were  in  favor  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Union,  and  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  the  ordinance  of  secession ;  that  when  Hon.  Jeremiah  Clemens,  who  repre- 
sented Madison  County  in  that  convention,  being  a  leading  man  in  North  Alabama, 
having  once  been  Alabama's  Senator,  and  who,  being  a  leading  Union  man,  was  looked 
to  by  the  people  as  being  a  representative  man  of  the  Union  people  of  that  convention, 
of  the  co-operation  people ;  when  he  changed  and  went  over  in  favor  of  the  ordinance 
of  secession,  there  w^as  a  great  burst  of  indignation  througbout  this  county  and 
throughout  North  Alabama,  because  it  was  said  that  Clemens  had  sold  out. 

Question.  Did  not  your  fellow-townsman,  Mr.  Davis,  first  oppose  the  ordinance  of 
secession  and  then  vote  for  it  ? 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  fact  that  the  delegate  elected  from  Jackson  County  here  was 
kept  out  of  the  convention  entirely,  until  after  that  ordinance  was  passed  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Then  it  is  a  fact  that,  although  the  majority  of  that  convention  was  at  first 
against  secession,  they  finally  passed  the  ordinance  of  secession  ? 

Ansiver.  They  finally  passed  the  ordinance  of  secession,  attribntable,  in  my  opinion,  to 
Jeremiah  Clemens,  and  no  one  else  in  this  State. 

Question.  I  am  only  asking  for  the  fact  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  fact. 

Question.  And  that  convention  afterwards  refused  to  submit  the  ordinance  of  seces- 
sion to  the  people  of  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  They  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  any  steps  taken  by  the  people  of  Alabama  to  overrule  the  decision  of 
that  convention  after  it  had  dissolved  ?  ^ 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  means  have  you,  then,  of  knowing  that  there  was  not  an  acquies- 
cence on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  Alabama  in  the  ordinance  of  seces- 
sion ? 

.  Answer.  My  means  of  believing  I  can  state:  that  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion,  of 
coarse,  Senator,  that  I  think  so,  because  I  was  no  politician,  and  my  opinion  was  ob- 
tained mostly  from  the  leading  men  of  my  own  county,  as  Thomas  J.  McClellan,  who 
was  a  member  of  that  convention.  The  vote  given  for  Douglas  and  Bell  was  always 
considered  th«  Union  vote.  I  do  not  now  remember  what  was  the  combined  vote  of 
Douglas  and  Bell,  but  that  was  a  basis  we  generally  made  when  we  summed  up  the 
Union  strength  of  the  State—the  opposition  that  would  have  been  made  to  secession. 
Whether  that  combined  vote  was  more  than  that  for  Bredkiuridge,  or  not,  I  cannot 
state ;  but  we  had  every  reason  to  believe  it,  and  you  will  find  now,  among  the  co-op- 
eration men  of  this  State — of  North  Alabama  particularly — that  they  all  believed 
that  that  ordinance  would  have  been  voted  down,  had  it  been  submitted  to  the  people. 
I  believe,  in  Limestone  County,  where  I  then  lived,  that  it  would  have  been  voted 
down  by  seven  men  out  of  ten. 

Question.  I  have  a  statement  here,  Mr.  Eichardson,  of  the  vote  of  Alabama  at  the 
presidential  election  of  1860,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  the  vote  for  the  Breckinridge 
ticket  was  48,831 ;  for  the  Union,  or  Bell  and  Everett  ticket,  27,875 ;  for  the  Douglas 
ticket,  13,651,  showing  a  majority  over  both  the  other  tickets  in  favor  of  the  Breckin- 
ridge ticket.    Is  this  your  recollection  of  the  condition  cf  the  vote  that  year  ? 

Anstoer.  Since  you  have  read  that  it  refreshes  my  memory  on  that  subject,  and  it  is 
my  opinion  that  it  is  correct;  and,  as  I  stated  before  in  my  testimony,  a  great  many 
men  in  my  county  voted  for  Mr.  Breckinridge  as  the  presidential  candidate,  who  were 
afterwards  strong  Union  men ;  they  did  not  consider  voting  for  Mr.  Breckinridge  as 
identifying  them  with  the  secession  movement,  and,  for  that  reason,  I  think  that, 
although  the  State  went  for  Breckinridge,  it  might  have  been  in  other  counties 
like  it  was  in  my  own. 

Question.  Was  not  that  Breckinridge  ticket  regarded  as  the  disunion  ticket  ? 

Answer,  I  believe  that  by  the  leading  men  of  the  State  it  was,  and  that  it  was  in- 
tended as  a  disunion  ticket,  but  I  do  not  believe  it  was  so  regarded  by  the  mass  of  the 
people. 

Question,  You  spoke  about  the  United  States  flag  put  up  by  you  on  the  court- 
house. Is  the  flag  of  the  United  States  now  displayed  throughout  Limestone  and 
Madison,  and  other  counties  in  this  part  of  the  State ;  if  so,  upon  what  occasions  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  the  flag  displayed  in  North  Alabama  since  the  war  on  different 
occasions.  I  have  seen  it  here,  in  the  celebration  of  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation 
by  President  Lincoln. 

Question.  Was  it  displayed  by  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  By  the  colored  people. 

Quesiion.  I  mean  have  you  seen  it  displayed  by  that  portion  of  your  people  who 
went  into  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  in  this  court-house  yard,  in  the  presidential  campaign  of  1868,  a  plat- 
form beautifully  decorated  with  the  United  States  flag ;  it  was  a  large  democratic 
meeting. 

Question.  Any  other  occasion  that  you  remember  ? 

Ansiver.  It  occurs  to  me  that  in  a  large  meeting  in  Colbert  County,  at  which  the 
Hon.  Albert  Pike  was  the  principal  democratic  speaker,  the  United  States  flag  was 
displayed  ;  I  think  that  it  was — about  that  I  am  not  positive. 

Question.  Any  other  instances  that  occur  to  you  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  recollect  any  other  now,  sir. 

Question.  As  an  emblem  of  the  Union,  and  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  United  States, 
is  not  the  flag  now  regarded  odiously  by  those  who  went  into  the  rebellion,  and  by 
those  who  sympathized  with  the  rebellion  ? 

Answer.  (After  a  pause.)  Well,  sir,  the  reason  that  I  hesitate,  or  seem  to  hesitate,  in 
the  answer  to  that  question  is  simply  to  collect  clearly  and  distinctly  my  impressions 
and  thoughts  on  that  subject ;  and  I  answer  by  saying  that  I  do  not  think  that  the  flag 
is  now  considered  odious  by  the  great  majority  of  the  people  from  this  section  of  the 
country  who  went  into  the  confederate  army,  as  the  emblem  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
United  States  and  the  authority  of  the  Union. 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  is  greeted  as  affectionately  as  it  was  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  welcomed  with  the  same  earnestness  and  intensity 
of  zeal  and  affection  now  that  it  was  before  the  war,  for  the  reason  that  there  were  a 
great  many  things  done  under  that  flag  to  people  w^ho  were  true  to  it  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  who  did  not  think  that  they  were  entitled  to  the  wrongs  that  were  perpe- 
trated Upon  them.  For  that  reason  many  i)eople  in  this  country  do  not  look  upon  it 
with  the  same  zeal  and  affection  that  they  used  once  to  do. 

Question.  Is  it  not  regarded  now  by  a  great  many  people  of  Alabama  as  the  badge  of 
oppression  f  ^ 
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Ansiver.  I  do  not  believe  the  people  look  upon  the  flag  as  a  badge  of  oppression  or  as 
an  emblem  of  tyranny ;  they  think  that  a  great  many  things  have  been  done  by  the 
Government  and  by  Congress  punishing  them  more  severely  than  they  deserved; 
but  to  take  the  flag  "as  the  representative  of  the  nation,  and  as  the  representative  of 
the  people,  and  the  emblem  of  the  United  States,  I  do  not  think  they  attach  any 
odium  to  it. 

Questim.  It  was  very  much  hated  during  the  "war,  was  it  not  ? 

Ansivet\  Well,  sir,  while  the  passions  of  men  were  aroused,  and  blood  was  being 
shed,  and  that  awful  and  unfortunate  struggle  was  going  on,  I  believe  that  it  was. 

Question.  When  did  their  love  for  the  flag  return  f 

Answei\  After  General  Lee  surrendered  at  Appomattox  and  we  saw  it  was  a  useless 
and  vain  struggle,  then  th6  people,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  considered  that  it 
was  the  part  of  wisdom  and  to  their  interest,  as  citizens  of  the  Government,  to  make 
the  very  best  they  could  of  the  results  of  the  war,  and  to  abide  by  its  issue  honestly 
and  in  good  faith. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  people  of  Alabama  at  this  time  would  prefer  an 
independent  government  similar  to  the  Jeff  Davis  governmcDt,  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not. 

Question.  You  think  they  are  thoroughly  reconciled  to  the  Union  again,  do  you  ? 

Answer.  I  thiok  this,  that  they  are  disposed  to  become  thoroughly  reconciled,  and  if 
they  have  a  fair  opportunity  given  them  that  they  will  become  entirely  reconciled ; 
but  as  to  a  disposition  or  an  anxiety,  upon  the  pkrt  of  the  people  with  whom  I  am 
acquainted,  publicly  to  establish  an  independent  government,  there  is  no  disposition 
whatever  upon  their  part  to  do  it,  nor  ever  to  make  the  effort  to  do  it ;  they  are  sick 
of  secession  and  of  war. 

Question.  Doyourpeopleesteemit  a  matter  of  great  injustice  that  your  leading  men, 
who  had  been  members  of  Congress  or  who  had  held  commissions  in  the  military  and 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and  in  this  capacity  had  taken  an  oath  to  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  broken  that  oath  in  rebelling  against  the 
Government,  should  not  be  trusted  now,  a  second  time,  by  the  Government  with  the 
privilege  of  holding  high  offices  ?    Do  they  esteem  this  a  matter  of  great  injustice  ? 

Answer .  Our  people  consider  it  a  great  privation  to  be  deprived,  in  times  like  these, 
where  we  think  the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  citizens  are  at  stake  and  the 
existence  of  a  republican  government  is  in  danger — we  think  it  a  great  hardship  that 
we  should  be  deprived  of  the  wisdom,  experience,  and  knowledge  of  men  whom  we 
have  once  trusted. 

Question.  You  do  not  answer  my  question  in  the  spirit  in  which  I  put  it.  I  will  put 
it  in  another  form.  Are  your  people  of  opinion  that  Jefferson  Davis,  for  example,  who 
was  once  Secretary  of  War  and  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  and  who  subsequently 
violated  the  oath  that  he  took  when  he  entered  upon  those  high  offices,  should  be 
trusted  a  second  time  to  hold  similar  offices,  after  having  thus  flagrantly  violated  his 
obligation  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ? 

Question.  My  opinion  is  that  the  people  do  not  consider  that  Mr.  Davis,  or  any  other 
representative  from  the  South  in  Congress  at  that  time,  violated  his  oath  by  leaving 
the  Senate  Chamber  or  the  House  of  Representatives ;  for  the  reason  that,  as  a  general 
thing,  we  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  State  sovereignty,  and  that  the  State  of  Alabama, 
for  instance,  or  the  State  of  Mississippi,  had  a  right  to  say  to  her  Representatives  in 
Congress  when  they  should  stay  and  when  they  should  leave ;  that  that  right  was 
superior  to  any  other  right  in  the  land. 

Question.  Then  you  do  not  regard  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  as  pledging  the  one  who  takes  it  to  maintain  and  defend  the  Union  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  opposition  to  the  interests  of  his  State. 

Question.  Is  that  the  doctrine  held  by  the  democratic  party  to-day  in  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  democratic  party  is  concerned,  I  believe  that 
they  maintain  the  doctrine  that  the  States  should  not  be  interfered  with  in  their  inter- 
nal'matters— in  their  municipal  laws ;  and  that  they  should  be  allowed  the  privilege 
and  the  right  to  regulate  their  domestic  affairs.  That  is  what  I  understand  to  be  the 
doctrine  of  the  democratic  party ;  that  the  Federal  Government  should  not  interfere 
in  the  management,  direction,  and  control  of  State  matters. 

Question.  But  suppose  the  General  Government  does,  do  your  people  hold  that  the 
State  of  Alabama  has  the  right  to  secede  ? 

Answer,  That  involves  the  question.  Senator,  it  seems  to  me,  of  all  the  theories  of 
this  Government. 

Question.  I  just  wanted  to  know  what*  the  opinions  of  the  democratic  party  upon 
that  question  are  to  be  in  Alabama  ? 

^nswer.  If  the  Federal  Government  does  interfere,  you  say,  with  the  affairs  of 
Alabama,  for  instance,  is  it  the  opinion — I  am  jast  finding  out  your  question — of  the 
democratic  party  of  Alabama  that  the  State  ought  to  secede  ? 

Question.    Yes,  sir. 
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An8we7\  I  am  at  a  loss  to  answer  that  question  for  this  reason :  Even  if  we  wanted  to 
secede,  it  would  not  be  possible  nor  practicable,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the  people  of 
Alabama  indorse  secession  or  approve  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Do  they  indorse  the  right  of  secession  under  the  circumstances  stated  ? 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Do  they  not  consider  that  that  question  has  been  settled  by  the  rebellion 
fully  and  entirely  ? 

Answer.  They  consider  that  the  war  and  its  results  have  forever  settled  the  question 
of  secession  in  thi^  Government. 
Question.  And  the  right  ? 
Answer.  And  the  right  of  it  ? 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  the  General  Government  ever  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  except  in  the  execution  of  the  acts  of  Congress  ? 

Answer.  We  believe  it  did,  in  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  we  have  got  now  in 
Alabama. 

Question.  I  speak  of  the  condition  of  affairs  before  the  war.    Had  the  General  Gov- 
ernment intervened  in  the  local  affairs  of  the  State  of  Alabama  before  the  rebellion? 
Answer.  I  have  never  read  of  the  General  Government  doing  so,  nor  do  I  recollect,  of 
my  own  personal  knowledge,  of  its  having  done  it ;  I  was  nothing  but  a  youth  when 
the  war  began. 

Question.  But  you  are  familiar  with  the  history  of  those  times  ? 
Answe/r.  Yes,  sir.   I  have  never  read  it. 

Question.  Then,  in  your  opinion,  there  was  no  cause,  so  far  as  the  State  of  Alabama 
was  concerned,  for  rebellion  ? 

Answer,  I  did  not  think  so  ;  I  did  not  think  there  was  any  jusi  cause  for  the  secession 
of  Alabama,  or  I  would  not  have  done  what  I  did ;  I  certainly  would  not  have  done 
it.  I  did  not  think  the  election  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  although  considered  by  our  people  as 
a  sectional  President  and  a  sectional  candidate*— I  did  not  think  his  election  was  suffi- 
cient to  destroy  the  American  Union  and  break  down  all  those  memories  that  cluster 
around  it  to  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  people. 

Question.  And  you  do  not  think  that,  if  the  State  of  Alabama  had,  by  the  ordinance 
of  secession,  seceded  or  attempted  to  secede  from  the  Union,  and  had  joined  her  arms 
with  those  of  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  in  attempting  to  make  that  secession 
good,  that  this  afforded  any  pretext  or  just  cause  whatever  for  the  General  Government 
to  interfere  in  the  local  affairs  of  the  State  of  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  that  we  should  have  waited  until  there  was  an  overt  act  upon  the 
part  of  Mr.  Lincoln  by  which  the  peace  and  the  liberty  and  the  contentment  that  were 
then  in  our  land  would  have  been  interrupted  and  molested,  before  we  should  have 
contemplated  secession. 

Question.  You  do  not  comprehend  the  scope  of  my  question.    You  were  speaking  of 
the  intervention  by  the  General  Government  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, as  I  understood  you. 
Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  what  the  State  of  Alabama  had  done,  in  seceding 
from  the  Union  and  joining  the  Southern  States  in  attempting  to  establish  and  main- 
tain an  independent  government,  afforded  no  just  pretext  for  the  General  Government 
to  interfere,  after  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  to  restore  the  Southern  States  to 
their  normal  relations  with  the  General  Government? 
Answer.  That  is,  after  the  war  ? 
Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Well,  my  opinion  about  that  is  that  the  interference  upon  the  part  of  the 
General  Government  in  the  establishment  of  State  governments  and  the  regulation  of 
State  affairs  was  injudicious  and  improper  at  the  time,  for  the  reason  that  the  people 
ought  to  have  been  allowed  to  establish  those  governments  and  regulate  their  internal 
matters,  and  thereby  secure  for  the  Union,  against  which  there  was  some  prejudice, 
that  affection  and  love  and  interest  which  would  best  be  secured  by  that  step,  and 
none  other. 

Question.  You  do  not  think,  then,  that  the  people  had  disqualified  themselves  in  any 
manner,  by  going  into  this  rebellion,  from  exercising  as  they  formerly  did  the  elective 
franchise  1 

Answer.  My  opinion  about  that  is  that  we  never  lost  our  citizenship  in  the  United 
States  Government. 

Qikstion.  Do  you  think  those  who  went  into  the  rebellion  committed  any  crime  ? 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  from  my  stand-point,  I  think  they  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me  to  interrupt  him,  su^osg  Jh^^^^^^M^^itted 
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a  crime,  was  there  any  way  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  by  which  they 
could  be  punished  except  by  trial  in  court  ? 

Answer,  That  was  the  only  remedy  known  to  us. 

Question.  Known  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  I  am  speaking  about  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Is  it  Your  opinion  that  those  persons  who  voluntarily  went  into  the  army 
of  the  Confederate  States,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  maintaining  a  confeder- 
ate government,  were  guilty  of  the  crime  of  treason  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  that  a  man  who  voluntarily  went  into  the  confederate 
army  is  guilty  of  the  crime  of  treason. 

Question.  You  do  not  believe,  then,  that  any  of  the  leaders  of  secession  were  guilty 
of  treason  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  they  can  be  pronounced  guilty  Of  treason,  unless  they  are 
tried  under  the  Constitution,  and  so  convicted. 

Question.  My  question  is,  whether  any  who  went  into  this  rebellion  and  fought 
against  the  Government  were,  in  your  opinion,  guilty  of  the  crime  of  treason.  1  am 
not  speaking  of  the  mode  of  trial,  or  the  punishment. 

Answer.  You  just  want  my  opinion,  individually,  as  to  whether  I  believe  a  confed- 
erate soldier,  by  fighting  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  thereby  was  guilty  of 
treason  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

A7isiver.  To  that  I  answer  that  I  do  not  .believe  that  he  was  guilty  of  treason. 

Question.'  You  think,  then,  that  this  rebellion  was  no  crime  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  from  my  view  of  the  rights  of  the  States,  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  American  people,  I  think  that  if  we  committed  any 
crime,  the  Constitution  pointed  out  the  way  in  which  we  should  be  punished. 

Question.  My  question  is,  whether  you  think  any  crime  was  committed  t 

A7i8wer.  Moral  or  political,  do  you  mean,  Senator  ? 

Question,  I  mean  to  ask  you  whether  any  crime  was  committed  against  the  laws  of 
the  country  ? 

Answer.  Not  according  to  our  acceptation  and  interpretation  of  those  laws. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  You  say  that  at  the  time  Alabama  seceded  you  did  not  think  there  wa» 
any  just  cause  for" her  doing  so? 

Answer.  I  certainly  did  not  at  the  time. 

Question.  If  she  should  secede  to-day,  and  raise  an  army,  and  commence  an  attack 
on  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  would  that  be  a  crime  against  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  You  are  asking  me,  now,  a  question  about  things  that  are  not  possible,  or  at 
least  not  practicqjble. 

Question.  But  you  say  it  was  not  a  crime  then,  when  she  had  no  cause  for  seceding 
I  ask  if  it  would  be  a  crime  to-day,  to  do  the  same  thing  ? 

Answer.  My  opinion  about  that  is,  she  has  got — if  I  acknowledged  and  admitted  any 
such  thing  as  the  jight  of  secession — that  she  has  got  a  much  better  right  to  secede  to- 
day, by  reason  of  the  interference  of  the  Federal  Government,  than  she  had  in  IS61. 

Question.  Assuming  that  you  think  that,  would  it  be  a  crime,  to-day,  for  her  to  raise 
an  army  to  resist  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  I  am  clear  in  my  opinion  about  this  ;  that  it  would  be  very  wrong  for  us  to 
attempt  anything  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Would  it  be  a  crime  against  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  ? 

Answer.  From  my  interpretation  and  acceptation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  these  things  must  be  determined  by  the  manner  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
Constitution,  as  to  whether  a  man  commits  a  crime  or  not. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  a  crime? 

Ansiver.  The  courts  must  determine  that ;  it  is  not  for  me  to  say  whether  it  is  a 
crime ;  I  cannot  x^ronounce  a  man  guilty  until  he  is  convicted. 

Question.  I  will  assume  that  he  commits  a  certain  act ;  that  they  raise  an  army  here 
to  resist  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  secede ;  would  that  be  a  crime  against  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  in  your  opinion  ? 

Mr.  Blair.  Was  it  a  crime 

The  Chairman.  Let  him  answer. 

Answer.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  answering  any  question  you  ask  me  on  that  subject. 
TMe  only  difficulty  I  have  is  in  understanding  you. 

Question.  Here  is  what  I  mean — and  it  is  with  the  object  of  getting  at  your  senti*- 
ments,  for  when  we  get  them  we  will  take  them  to  be  the  sentiments  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  people — whethel*  you  would  think,  if  the  State  of  Alabama  should  pass 
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an  ordinance  of  secession  now,  and  should  raise  an  army  and  resist  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  committing  any  offense 
or  crime  against  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Uuited  St-ates. 

Ansiver.  My  answer  to  that  is  this,  that  the  war  settled  all  questions  of  secession  and 
its  right. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  he  a  crime  now  ? 

Answer,  If  we  come  forward  and  attempt  to  do  that  which  we  surrendered  and  sub- 
mitted to  in  our  surrender  at  Appomattox,  it  would  be  doing  that  which  was  wrong, 
because  it  would  entail  punishment  and  suffering  on  the  people  witnout  any  hope  of 
accomplishing  anything. 

Question.  Would  it  be  a  crime  ? 

Answer.  If  you  think  disunion  is  a  crime,  you  take  it  as  such. 

Question.  You  put  it  on  the  ground  of  policy — entailing  suffering ;  I  put  it  on  the 
other  view.  Even  if  you  had  as  good,  fair  hopes  of  the  success  of  secession  as  you 
had  in  1861,  or  better,  would  it  be  a  crime  to  undertake  it  ? 

Answer.  I  must  confess  that  I  am  at  a  very  great  loss  to  answer  a  question  based 
npon  a  supposition  which  has  no  feasibility  nor  practicability  in  it  whatever ;  I  do 
not  know  how  to  define  what  is  a  crime  under  such  a  quc^stion.  I  wish  you  to  remem- 
ber that  in- — 

Question.  You  cannot  say  whether  it  would  be  a  crime  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  a  question  based  npon  a  supposition  which  has  nothing 
feasible  nor  practicable  in  it  whatever ;  to  such  a  question,  I  do  not  know  how  to  define 
what  a  crime  is ;  I  have  heretofore  answered  that  the  question  of  the  right  of  seces- 
sion has  been  settled  by  the  issue  of  this  war,  which  I  believe  the  people  of  all  Ala- 
bama accept  in  good  faith ;  and  that  to  make  an  effort  to  carry  the  State  of  Alabama 
out  of  the  Union  again  would  be  wrong,  for  the  reason  that  it  would  be  in  opposition 
to  that  which  has  already  been  settled  by  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword ;  it  would  b© 
vain  and  useless,  and  would  probably  entail  upon  our  people  great  suffering  and  great 
privations,  and  great  hardships,  without  the  slightest  benefit  coming  to  them  from  it. 

Question.  The  question  I  ask  you  is,  whether  that  wrong  would  amount  to  a  crime 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  you  admit  there  would  be  a  wrong. 

Answer.  If  I  was  on  the  Supreme  bench  of  the  United  States  I  would  give  a  judicial 
opinion  as  to  what  a  crime  was. 

Questimi.  Can  you  not  give  one  here  as  well  as  if  you  were  there  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  You  cannot  give  that  opinion  ? 

Answer.  Not  on  what  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  the  people  of  Alabama  throughout  the  rebellion  levy  war  against  the 
United  States  f 

Answer.  They  made  war  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  Did  the  people  of  South  Carolina  levy  war  against  the  United  States  when 
thoy  fired  upon  Fort  Sumter  ? 

Ansiver.  That  was  a  declaration  of  war— so  understood  to  be. 

Question.  Now,  Mr.  Richardson,  I  ask  you,  as  you  are  an  intelligent  gentleman  and  a 
lawyer,  whether  treason  against  the  United  States  does  not  consist  in  levying  war 
against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  to  be  the  commonly  accepted  definition. 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  definition  written  down  in  the  Constitution  itself? 

Answer.  I  so  understand  it  to  be;  and  that  is  the  definition  given  by  all  law-writers 
upon  that  subject. 

Question.  Accepting  that  as  the  definition  of  treason,  did  not  the  people  who  volun- 
tarily entered  into  this  war  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  commit 
treason  ? 

Ansiver.  That  would  involve  the  question,  Senator,  of  the  right  the  people  have  to 
revolutionize  ;  that  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  inalienable  and  inherent  rights  of  the  people. 

Question.  Does  it  cease  to  be  treason  because  it  is  revolution  ?  Is  it  not  still  levying 
war  against  the  United  States  1 

Answer.  It  might  be  so  considered,  and  I  so  consider  it  myself,  as  being  a  resistance 
to  tyranny  j  but  in  resisting  tyranny,  and  attempting  to  preserve  our  inalienable  rights 
as  a  people,  I  do  not  think  we  commit  treason. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  that  levying  war  against  the  United  States  under  the 
circumstances  that  Alabama  and  other  Southern  States  levied  war  was  treason  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  treason  from  your  stand-point — from  the  stand-point  of  certain 
political  parties.    It  is  not  treason  from  my  stand-point  as  a  Southern  soldier. 

Question.  Is  it  treason  from  the  stand-j)oint  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  Are  you  asking  now  for  my  own  mere  individual  opinion  as  to  what  treason 
is,  or  my  opinion  based  upon  what  has  been  adjudicated  and  decreed  to  be  treason  by 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  I 
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Question.  You  may  give  both,  if  you  please ;  you  are  not  limited  in  your  answer. 

Atisiver.  I  have  never  seen  any  case  or  cause  adjudicated  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  where  any  man  taking  part  in  the  war  on  the  side  of  the  South  has  been  ad- 
judged a  traitor :  none  of  our  prominent,  or  public,  or  leading  men  have  been  declared 
by  any  judicial  proceeding  to  be  traitors  by  reason  of  their  part  and  their  conduct  in 
behalf  of  the  confederate  army. 

Question,  This  lenient  Government  has  never  put  any  of  them  upon  trial  for  treason  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Davis. 

Question.  Was  lie  put  upon  trial  ? 

Anstver.  He  was  arraigned  for  treason  ? 

Question.  Was  he  tried? 

Answer.  My  recollection  of  that  matter,  from  what  I  have  read,  is  that  Mr.  Davis  was 
never  thoroughly  tried ;  that  he  was  frequently  arraigned  before  the  court,  and  from 
the  newspaper  reports  he  was  anxious  and  ready  for  trial. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  not  the  court  decide  that  the  fourteenth  amendment,  in  imposing  a 
punishment  upon  him  for  his  treason  by  depriving  him  of  the  rights  of  a  citizen,  had 
inflicted  one  punishment  and  could  not  inflict  any  of  the  others  ? 

Answer.  That  certainly  is  my  recollection  of  what  the  court  decided,  and  that  was  the 
cause  of  the  trial  not  having  been  carried  through.  That  is  the  only  case,  or  the  case 
that  nearest  approached  a  trial,  and  a  definition  of  what  treason  was  so  far  as  partici- 
pation in  the  confederate  cause  involved  treason,  that  I  have  ever  heard  of. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  now  about  the  punishment  of  treason,  or  whether  the 
fourteenth  amendment  sheltered  Mr.  Davis  from  a  conviction  of  the  crime  of  treason. 
I  simply  wanted  to  have  your  opinion  whether  Mr.  Davis,  in  what  he  did  during  this 
.  rebellion,  from  its  inception  to  its  close,  ever  committed  the  crime  of  treason  against 
the  United  States  ? 

Answer,  1  think  not,  sir ;  for  the  reason  that  Mr.  Davis  was  exercising  the  right  that 
every  citizen  has  to  revolutionize. 

Question.  If  that  right  then  existed,  Mr.  Richardson,  in  1861,  it  exists  now,  does  it 
not? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  is  one  of  the  natural  rights  that  God  has  given  us. 

Qtoestion.  There  is  nothing  in  your  judgment,  then,  that  would  make  it  a  crime  in  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Alabama  to  rebel  again  at  any  time  when  they  thought  they 
had  sufficient  cause ;  do  I  understand  you  correctly  ? 

Answei\  Not  to  that  extent. 

Question.  Please  explain,  then,  what  you  mean. 

Answer.  If  the  people  of  Alabama  were  tyrannized  over  by  those  in  authority  over 
them,  and  their  liberties  were  endangered,  and  they  were  to  be  oppressed,  about  to  be 
deprived  of  those  rights  which  God  gives  us  as  natural  rights,  the  right  of  liberty,  the 
right  of  life,  and  the  right  of  property,  I  believe,  under  such  circumstances  as  those, 
any  and  every  people,  the  people  of  Alabama,  and  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  or  any 
other  State,  have  a  right  to  rise  up  in  their  strength  and  set  aside  those  who  oppress 
them  and  attempt  to  take  away  their  liberties. 

Question.  They  could  only  be  tyrannized  over  by  the  execution  of  constitutional  laws, 
in  the  framing  of  which  the  State  of  Alabama  had  a  part,  could  they  ? 

Anstver.  If  Alabama  had  a  part  in  framing  the  law,  and  her  people  were  represented 
in  framing  that  law,  I  should  think  she  would  have  no  right  afterward  to  resist  it.  She 
would  be  estopped  from  complaining  of  it. 

Question.  Was  not  the  State  of  Alabama  in  Congress,  and  had  she  not  a  full  voice  in 
the  framing  of  the  laws  at  the  time  Alabama  seceded  in  1861  ? 

Answe)\  Alabama  had  certainly  been  represented  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
from  the  time  of  her  admission  into  the  Union  in  1819 — at  least  history  so  reports  it  — 
up  to  the  day  of  her  secession. 

Question.  What  tyranny  had  been  exerted  over  the  people  of  Alabama  at  the  time  she 
went  ifito  the  rebellion  in  1861  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  have  stated  two  or  three  times  that  I  did  not  think  Alabama  had  a  right 
to  secede  formerly. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Had  she  a  right  to  revolutionize  at  that  time  ? 

Anstver.  I  have  also  stated  that  I  believed  it  was  the  inalienable  and  natural  right  of 
every  people  to  revolutionize  when  there  was  just  cause  for  it,  but  there  was  no  just 
C4«8e  for  revolution  or  for  secession  then.  Therefore,  I  believe — and  I  think  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  people  I  have  as&<^)ciated  with,  and  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  North 
Alabama — that  there  was  no  cause  either  for  secession  or  revolution  in  1861. 

Question.  Then  how  do  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  when  they  levied  war  against 
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the  Government,  if  they  had  no  cau86  for  it,  they  were  not  guilty  of  treason  if  they 
levied  that  war  without  cause  ? 

Ansiver.  You  must  remember  that  between  that  time  and  the  firing  upon  Fort  Sumter 
75,000  men  had  been  called  out. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  But  I  understood  you  to  say  this  75,000  had  been  called  out  pursuant  to 
an  act  of  Congress  to  which  Alabama  had  given  her  consent ;  is  not  that  so? 

Answe}\  I  stated,  according  to  my  recollection  of  that  order — it  was  amidst  a  great 
deal  of  excitement — that  Mr.  Lincoln  in  it  recited  his  authority  for  calling  out  the 
troops,  and  said  it  was  for  the  suppression  of  revolts,  rebellion,  rio^s,  &c.,  that  existed 
in  certain  parts  of  the  country. 

Question.  Does  not  every  sovereign  government  possess  the  same  power  that  was  ex- 
ercised by  Mr.  Lincoln? 

Ansiver.  I  believe  that  it  does. 

Question.  Is  not  such  a  power  necessary  to  the  existence  of  the  Government — the 
power  to  call  upon  the  people  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  laws,  and  to  put  down 
insurrection  against  those  laws  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  if  I  were  to  answer  that  question  in  full,  it  would  carry  me  back  to  a 
recital  of  what  limited  knowledge  I  have  of  what  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  in- 
tended in  its  organization  in  the  begiuning. 

Question.  Well,  I  do  not  care  about  opening  that  wide  field. 

Answer.  I  know  you  do  not  want  that.  As  to  the  rights  of  the  States  and  the  rights 
of  the  General  Government 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  would  ask  if  there  were  not  a  large  number,  probably  a  x3reponderance  of 
the  people  of  the  Southern  States,  who  held  the  doctrine  that,  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  they  had  the  right  of  j)eaceable  secession  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  large  number  of  them  ;  a  majority  thought  that  way. 

Question.  That  doctrine  of  State  sovereignty  had  been  propagated  in  this  country  for 
thirty  odd  years  ? 

Ansive)\  Yes,  sir,  by  the  leading  men  of  the  laud. 

Question.  It  was  assumed  that  it  had  the  right  ? 

Ansive}'.  Yes,  sir,  to  peaceably  secede. 

Question.  And  I  understand  you  to  say  now  that  that  pretension  of  theirs  was  sub 
mitted  to  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword,  and  decided  against  them  ;  and  that  now  the 
people  of  the  Southern  States  no  longer  hold  that  there  is  any  such  doctrine  or  right 
as  that  of  peaceable  secession  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  They  consider  that  decided  by  the  arbitrament  of  war  ? 

Answer.  We  consider  that  question  settled  by  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword ;  that  it 
is  no  longer  a  question  in  this  country,  and  there  are  no  political  adherents  to  such  a 
theory. 

Question.  The  Senator  claims  that  it  was  the  leniency  of  the  Government  that  for- 
bade the  trial  and  conviction  of  large  numbers  of  the  people  of  the  South,  who  were 
involved  in  this  rebellion,  for  treason.  Is  it  not  regarded,  on  the  contrary,  as  anything 
but  leniency  to  violate  the  Constitution  and  pass  a  bill  of  attaiujder  depriving  vast 
numbers  of  the  citizens  of  the  South  of  their  rights  without  a  trial  ? 

Answe)\  It  is  so  regarded  by  the  masses  of  the  people  with  whom  I  am  acquainted — 
that  it  is  anything  in  the  world  but  leniency  to  pass  such  a  bill  of  attainder,  and  deprive 
them  of  their  rights  without  a  trial. 

Question.  If  the  leaders  in  this  rebellion  had  been  tried,  convicted,  and  punished, 
would  it  not  have  been  regarded  by  the  entire  South  as  more  in  accordance  with  our 
Constitution,  more  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  humanity,  than  to  proceed,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution,  to  punish  them  without  a  trial  ? 

Answer.  We  would  have  looked  upon  the  trial  of  our  leaders,  even  their  conviction 
of  treason,  as  less  a  privation  and  less  a  punishment  than  this  wholesale  deprivation  of 
our  rights  as  citizens,  and  forbidding  our  leading  men,  many  of  them,  to  hold  ofiQ.ce  and 
exercise  the  rights  of  citizenship,  without  giving  us  a  trial  at  all. 

Question.  Could  there  have  been  a  more  infamous  imposition  upon  these  people  than 
to  make  them  the  prey  of  adventurers  and  plunderers,  as  has  been  done  by  the  recon- 
struction acts  of  Congress  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  any  punishment  could  have  been  devised  ^^hich  would 
have  been,  by  our  people,  considered  more  severe,  more  degrading,  and  more  humili- 
ating to  the  jjeople,  than  that  act  by  which  was  thrust  upon  the  people,  and  into  their 
ofifices,*men  who  were  unworthy  of  the  trust,  men  who  were  strangers  to  us,  and  men 
who  created  discord,  dissatisfaction,  and  discontent  throughout  the  whole  laud.  I  say 
our  people  consider  that  the  greatest  punishment  that  could  have  been  placed  upon 
them.    They  look  upon  it  as  a  great  iniquity^  from  which  all  of  our  evils  flow. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  speak  of  the  wholesale  deprivations  of  the  rights  of  your  people.  What 
do  you  mean  by  that  ? 

Answer,  I  mean  by  that,  that  soon  after  the  war  no  man  could  exercise  the  right  of 
citizenship  or  hold  office  who  had  held  a  certain  grade  in  the  confederate  army. 

Question.  Had  they  not  all  renounced  their  citizenship  of  the  United  States  when  they 
went  into  the  rebellion  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Did  they  still,  while  rebelling  against  the  Government,  claim  to  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States  or  citisens  of  the  confederate  government? 

Answer.  They  claimed  to  be  citizens  of  the  confederate  government. 

Question.  Then,  had  they  not  renounced  their  citizenship  in  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  Because  they  wc»e  taxed — they  were  called  upon  to  admit  the  confederate 
government,  and  as  such,  they  were  citizens  de  facto. 

Question.  De  facto  of  the  confederate  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  those  who  willingly  entered  the  confederate  army  for  the 
purpose  of  resisting  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  Did  they  still  claim  to  be' 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  entitled  to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States? 

Ansiver.  Well,  my  answer  to  that  question  is  this,  Senator :  There  is  something  recip- 
rocal in  citizenship.  In  order  to  citizenship,  to  discharging  the  duties  of  citizenship, 
we  are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  Government.  The  Government  had  ceased  to 
give  us  protection ;  therefore  we  were  not  citizens. 

Question.  Was  not  the  Government  fighting  to  give  you  protection  and  restore  the 
supremacy  of  the  laws  throughout  all  these  Southern  States  ? 

Answer.  That  was  claimed  to  be  the  purpose  and  object  of  the  war — to  suppress  the 
rebellion. 

Question.  And  restore  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  ? 

Answer.  And  restore  the  supremacy  of  the  laws. 

Question.  Was  not  the  Government,  then,  doing  all  it  could  to  extend  to  you  all  the 
rights  and  benefits  of  citizenship  ? 

Answefi'.  Well,  sir,  I  suppose  that  the  Union  army,  from  its  condition  and  bearing,  so 
far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  upon  the  battle-field,  was  doing  everything  it  could ;  be- 
cause they  fought  gallantly  and  earnestly  whenever  I  saw  them,  and  I  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  they  were  not  true  and  zealous  in  attempting  to  put  down  the  rebellion. 

Question.  Now,  to  go  back  to  that  question  which  I  put  to  you,  and  which  you  have 
not  answered,  and  to  which  I  desire  an  explicit  answer :  Did  those  men  who  volunta- 
rily entered  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  took  up  arms  against  the  General 
Government,  and  fought  the  General  Government,  claim,  during  all  that  time,  to  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not.    They  did  not  claim  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Question,  Did  they  not,  by  the  strongest  implication,  renounce  all  claim  to  citizen- 
ship ?    Did  they  look  to  the  General  Government  for  protection  ? 

Answer'.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  Iqok  to  the  General  Government  of  the  United  States 
for  protection.  They  looked  to  the  Confederate  States  government  for  protection,  be- 
cause I  considered  myself  a  citizen  de  facto.  My  citizenship  was  in  abeyance  to  the 
United  States  Government.  It  was  to  be  determined  by  the  result  of  that  war  whether 
I  was  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  or  not. 

Question.  Were  you  fighting  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  that  citizenship  in  abey- 
ance, or  for  the  purpose  of  being  restored  again  to  the  citizenship  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  1  was  fighting  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  separate  and  independent 
government  from  the  United  States  Government.  If  we  had  succeeded,  I  would 
certainly  have  lost  my  citizenship  in  and  allegiance  to  the  United  States  Government. 
But,  having  failed,  that  abeyance  which  I  spoke  of  was  determined,  and  it  placed  me 
back  exactly  where  I  started — a  citizen  of  the  United  States  Government. 

Question.  You  think  you  became,  ipso  facto,  immediately  restored  to  all  the  rights  of 
citizenship  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  You  think  your  efforts  during  three  or  four  years,  more  or  less,  to  dissolve 
the  Union  and  to  establish  a  separate  government,  did  not  divest  you  of  a  single  right 
of  citizenship  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  Under  the  Constitution,  I  do  not  believe  it  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Unless  convicted  in  court  ? 
Answer.  I  mean  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  say  you  were  approached  by  the  Ku-Klux,  and  desired  to  join  their 


organization  ? 
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Answer.  I  was,  sir. 

Qtiestion,  More  than  once  ? 

Anstce)'.  I  recollect  to  have  been  approached  afc  one  time. 

Qvsstion.  At  what  time  was  that  ? 

Answer.  My  best  recollection,  Senator,  is,  that  that  was  in  the  fall  of  1868. 

Question.  By  a  leader  in  the  Klan  ? 

Answer.  I  will  give  the  circumstances. 

Question.  If  you  please. 

Answer.  I  was  in  my  office  alone  and  a  gentleman  came  in,  a  stranger  to  me,  closed 
the  door  behind  him,  and  gave  other  evidence  that  he>  desired  secrecy  and  privacy  in 
the  matter,  which  attracted  my  attention.  I  asked  him  to  take  a  seat ;  he  pulled  a 
paper  out  of  his  pocket  and  handed  it  to  me.  I  asked  him  where  he  came  from.  He 
said  from  Limestone  County,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Saline  Springs  ;  that  he  was  there 
for  the  i)urpose  of  organizing  den  number  something,  I  have  forgotten  the  number, 
in  Limestone  County,  and  that  he  wanted  me  to  give  him  a  ''  precept."  I  told  him  1 
knew  nothing  about  any  such  organization  ;  that  1  was  not  acquainted  with  it ;  that 
I  was  not  a  member  of  it,  and  I  had  no  authority  in  the  matter  whatever.  He  then 
said  to  me,  "  You  need  not  be  afraid  of  me,"  or  something  in  words  to  that  effect ;  '^  I 
am  all  right ;  you  need  not  have  any  suspicion  of  me  ;  I  have  got  the  papers  with  mo 
which  show  that  I  am  one  of  you,"  talking  to  me  as  though  I  was  one  of  them.  He 
then  gave  me  a  certificate,  saying  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux ;  that  he  was 
all  right,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  and  wanted  to  organize  a  den,  say- 
ing what  number,  &c.,  there  in  Limestone,  where  I  wa^  very  well  acquainted. 

Question.  You  were  then  living  in  Huntsville  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  living  here,  but  I  was  raised  there,  and  mixed  up  in  politics  there,  and 
knew  them  all.  I  then  questioned  him  particularly  about  that  neighborhood.  He 
mentioned  several  names  of  citizens  living  there ;  I  told  him  it  was  singular  I  had 
never  met  him;  that  I  knew  the  people  of  that  neighborhood  very  well;  I  had 
canvassed  there  and  knew  them  thoroughly,  and  it  was  singular  I  had  never  met  him. 
He  then  pulled  out  a  blue  book  with  all  the  orders,  and  formg,  and  symbols,  and  by- 
laws. I  looked  at  it,  and  told  him  I  knew  nothing  about  them  whatever,  and  that  he 
must  excuse  me  from  having  any  further  interview  with  him  on  that  subject ;  that  I 
was  not  a  Ku-Klux,  and  had  no  right  or  authority  to  give  him  any  privilege  to  organ- 
ize any  den  whatever.  He  then  left  me;  he  went  down  on  the  streets  ;  I  staid  in  my 
office  five  or  ten  minutes  and  got  to  thinking  about  it,  and  I  apprehended  that  he  was 
sent  there  for  a  purpose,  because  he  was  a  stranger.  He  had  alleged  that  he  had  come 
from  a  certain  part  of  Limestone  County,  with  the  peo{)le  of  which  I  was  well  ac- 
quainted, and  I  had  never  heard  of  his  name.  I  apprehended  that  there  was  some  pur- 
pose to  get  me  committed  if  I  was  a  Ku-Klux,  and  thereby  get  me  in  trouble.  I  wenf 
down  on  the  streets  to  find  him  and  he  was  gone.  I  never  saw  that  man  from  that  day  to 
this.  My  opinion  is  that,  in  that  instance,  there  having  been  a  rumor  circulated  here, 
by  reason  of  my  going  down  that  night  and  holding  conversation  with  that  Ku-Klux 
procession — with  some  man  unknown  to  me,  advising  him  to  leave  the  town — that  I  was 
connected  with  the  organization,  and  particularly  as  coming  from  Limestone  County  ; 
and  Colonel  Bradley,  a  republican,  having  told  me  I  was  in  danger  of  being  arrested, 
mentioning  my  name  in  connection  with  that  circumstance  and  some  other  names,  and 
saying  he  believed  I  was  not  a  Ku-Klux.  I  believe  the  approach  this  man  made  to 
me  was  to  find  out  whether  I  was  really  ^  Ku-Klux  or  not,  and  to  have  me  indicted, 
and  give  me  trouble. 

Question.  Was  this  the  first  and  only  application  ever  made  to  you  to  become  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Klan  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  an  applicatiqn  made  to  me,  not  directly ;  I  accepted  it 
as  an  application,  at  least  I  thought  it  was,  because  I  supposed  they  approached  men 
cautiously  to  find  out  tja^ir  views  before  a  direct  offer  was  made;  I  understood  it  was 
an  offer  to  me  to  join  the  Ku-Klux  made  here  in  this  county. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  In  1868,  I  think ;  I  know  it  was  earlier  than  this  affair  I  spoke  of.  It  was 
not  made  in  words  plain  and  unmistakable,  for  the  reason  that  I  had  expressed  myseli 
as  being  decidedly  in  opposition  to  the  organization,  believing  it  would  result  in  harm 
and  be  an  injury  to  the  people. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  read  the  constitution  of  the  order  ? 

Answer.  1  have  never  read  it. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  read  its  obligation  ? 

Answer.  1  have  never  read  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Avho  were  its  leaders  in  this  part  of  the  State? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not. 

Qumtion.  Have  you  no  information  upon  that  subject  ? 

Answei\  I  have  my  suspicion^. 

Question.  Are  your  suspicions  founded  on  what  you  regard  as  reliable  information  f 

Answer.  They  are  not. 
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Question.  Are  they  mere  suspicions  ? 

Answer.  Mere  suspicions  and  conjectures  on  my  own  part,  for  this  reason:  I  believe  a 
great  many  of  the  young  men  of  this  country  at  that  time  were  in  that  organization,  and 
my  sentiments  here  were  so  publicly  expressed  about  that,  that  they  eschewed  any  in- 
terview or  intercourse  with  me  on  "that  subject,  and  all  I  did  gather  as  to  who  the 
leaders  were  or  who  were  conducting  it,  was  mere  rumor,  which  I  do  not  think  was 
reliable.  • 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  the  strength  of  the  order  in  Madison 
County  in  the  year  1868  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  any  information  as  to  its  strength.  I  could  make  a  sur- 
mise. 

Question.  Give  us  the  benefit  of  the  best  opinion  you  have  on  that  subject. 

Answer.  The  best  opinion  on  that  subject,  I  think,  is  that  the  Ku-Klux  organization 
clisplayed  its  strength  here  the  night  of  that  riot,  in  1868. 

Question.  For  the  entire  county  i 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  1  understood  you  to  say  there  were  about  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  of  them. 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  were  over  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Question.  What  leads  you  to  suppose  that  the  Entire  strength  turned  out  that  night? 

Answer.  Well,  as  I  stated  just  now,  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  surmise  on  my  own  part, 
of  the  vaguest  conjecture ;  they  did  not  talk  to  me  on  that  subject. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  they  happened  to  appear  in  the  streets  of  Huntsville 
that  night? 

Answer.  My  opinion  is,  they  were  induced  to  come  here  by  reason  of  the  threats  that 
had  been  made  that  they  could  not  come  here. 

Question.  When  were  those  threats  made  ? 

Answer.  On  that  day,  Saturday. 

Question.  Do  you  think  these  threats  could  have  reached  the  Ku-Klux  in  all  parts  of 
the  county  ? 

Answer.  I  think  most  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  Madison  County  were  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  Huntsville. 

Question.  Who  made  those  threats  ? 

Answer.  They  were  made  variously  and  at  divers  places  during  the  day,  by  negroes. 
I  think  Mr.  Sheets  said  they  dared  not  come  here  ;  that  they  could  go  into  Florence. 

Question.  Then  you  think  that  company  that  made  the  procession  that  night  were 
men  who  belonged  to  the  town  of  Huntsville  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  them  were ;  that  is  my  opinion ;  there  is  nothing  definite 
about  that,  because  I  did  not  know  them.  My  views  were  in  opposition  to  theirs ; 
they  would  not  talk  to  me  ;  there  may  have  been  some  of  my  companions  and  asso- 
ciates who  were  in  that  organization ;  1  do  not  know ;  they  knew  my  sentiments,  and, 
of  course,  avoided  conversation  with  me  on  that  subject. 

Question.  How  many  troops  were  here  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  a  regiment. 

Question^  Where  were  they  stationed  ? 

Answer.  They  were  stationed,  I  understood,  a  half  a  mile  west  of  the  town,  on  the 
property  owned  by  Mr.  Rhett ;  there  was  a  guard,  I  do  not  know  of  how  many  men  it 
consisted,  one  block  from  the  square,  the  Camoun  House. 

Question.  On  that  night  ? 

Ansufer.  On  that  night. 

Question.  How  large  was  that  detachment? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  know ;  there  was  always  a  guard  about  there ;  I  do  not  know  how 
many  were  kept  there. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  presence  of  the  troops  that  nigh*  had  any  influence  upon 
•*the  retiring  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  had.  I  know  I  stated  to  those  men  with 
whom  I  conversed,  that  the  troops  would  be  on  the  square,  and  that  it  would  be  their 
duty  to  take  steps  against  them,  and  that  would  bring  about  a  very  unfortunate  con- 
'flict.  And  now  I  remember,  this  man  stated  to  me  as  we  stood  there,  that  they  did 
not  desire  any  conflict  with  the  United  States  troops — none  at  any  time. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  were  strong  enough  to  have  met  the  United  States 
troops  upon  equal  terms  ?  • 

Ansivei'.  O,  no,  sir ;  nothing  like  it. 

Question.  It  is  possible,  then,  that  their  withdrawal  was  influenced  somewhat  by  the 
fact  that  they  would  get  into  a  collision  with  the  United  States  troops  if  they  under- 
took to  fire  on  the  negroes  ? 

*  Answer.  I  think  they  were  influenced  by  that  fact,  because  I  stated  it  to  them.  I 
think  they  stated  that  they  did  not  want  any  conflict  with  the  United  States  troops ;  it 
would  bring  punishment  upon  the  people,  and  be  an  unfortunate  affair  to  the  commu- 
nity.   In  addition  to  that,  I  told  them  not  to  come  back,  because  they  would  get  into  cori- 
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flict  witli  tlie  citizens  and  involve  bloodshed,  and  probably  the  town  would  be  fired, 
and  great  evil  would  result. 

Question.  I  wish  you  would  look  over  the  preamble  of  this  act  of  the  legislature  of 
Alabama  for  the  suppression  of  secret  organizations  of  men  disguising  themselves  for 
purposes  of  crimes  and  outrages,  approved  December  26, 1868 ;  and  after  you  have  read 
it  over,  I  will  ask  you  a  question  based  upon  that  act. 

Answer.  [After  reading  it.]  I  hUve  read  it. 

Question,  1  desire  to  ask  you  whether  the  condition  of  things  in  Alabama  ii^ecited  in 
this  preamble  was  true  at  that  time  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  that  this  preamble  was  true  at  the  time,  and  yet  I  would 
rather  have  that  law  to  remain  among  the  State  laws  of  Alabama  to-day  than  not ; 
yet  I  do  not  believe  that  at  the  time  of  its  passage  that  preamble  was  true. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  not  the  law  very  bitterly  assailed  and  denounced  throughout  the 
State  at  the  time  of  its  passage  by  the  Alabama  legislature  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was. 

Question.  Especially  by  the  democratic  party  and  democratic  partisans  f 

Ansurer.  It  was  assailed  and  denounced  by  reason  of  its  recital  of  what  purported  to 
be  the  truth,  but  which  we  considered  was  false. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  not  believe  there  was  a  secret  organization  in  many  parts  of  the 
State,  formed  of  men  who,  under  the  cover  of  masks  and  other  disguises,  and  armed 
with  knives,  revolvers,  and  other  deadly  weapons,  issued  from  the  places  of  their  ren- 
dezvous in  bands,  mounted  on  horses,  disguised,  in  the  hours  of  the  night,  and  that 
they  committed  violence  and  outrages  upon  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citizens^ — do 
you  not  believe  that  that  was  true  at  that  time? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  was  an  organization,  say,  in  the  county  of  Madison,  at  that 
time,  that  went  in  disguise.  I  do  not  believe,  as  that  preamble  recites,  that  houses  were 
pillaged  and  that  lawlessness  of  that  kind  was  committed. 

Ely  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question,  Did  they  go  armed  ? 
Answer.  I  never  saw  them  but  onc6. « 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  speak  now  for  the  whole  State  of  Alabama? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  For  what  part  do  you  speak  ? 

Answer.  I  speak  more  particularly  for  the  counties  of  Limestone,  Madison,  Lawrence, 
Lauderdale,  Morgan,  and  Franklin. 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  there  were  such  disguised  bands  in  existence  in  all  those 
counties  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  were  in  Limestone  and  in  Lauderdale ;  as  to  whether  they 
were  in  Colbert  I  have  no  opinion. 

Question.  You  believe  they  were  in  existence  in  Madison? 

Anstvei'.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  stated  that  already. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  they  entered  the  houses  of  peaceable  citizens  in  the  hours 
of  night  while  they  were  thus  masked,  disguised,  and  armed  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  of  their  doing  it. 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  they  were  mounted  upon  horses  that  were  disguised? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  And  that  they  rode  about  the  country  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  them  riding  through  this  town. 

Question.  Did  they  ride  about  the  country,  too  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  they  did  not  enter  the  houses  of  people,  what  wae  their  mission  ?  what 
were  they  riding  through  the  country  in  disguise  for  ? 

Answer.  The  only  time  I  ever  saw  them  armed  was  here  in  Huntsville,  when  they 
came,  in  my  opinion,  by  reason  of  the  threats  that  had  been  made. 

Question.  You  have  told  us  about  that ;  I  do  not  care  about  that  transaction.  Have 
you  any  information  of  their  riding  about  the  country  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  in  Limestone  County. 

Question.  What  was  their  mission  there  ? 

Anstve7\  I  do  not  know ;  they  rode  into  Athens  and  rode  out  without  any  guns. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  instance  you  have  heard? 

Answer.  I  was  at  a  public  meeting  near  Willow  Springs,  in  Limestone  Co'inty.  When 
they  came  up,  I  was  speaking.  They  rode  within  ten  or  fifteen  steps  of  the  stand,  and 
created  merriment  among  the  women  and  children ;  they  were  unarmed. 
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Question,  Have  you  not  heard  of  many  instances  where  men,  disguised,  mounted,  and 
armed,  have  molested  peaceable  people  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  various  instances  where  the  Ku-Klux  were  charged  to  have 
taken  men  out  and  whipped  them. 
Question.  Do  you  not  believe  these  accounts  to  be  true  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not,  in  all  instances. 
Question,  How  do  you  distinguish  between  the  true  and  the  false  ? 

Answer.  For  this  reason,  that 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  instances  of  outrages  committed  within  the  last  eighteen 
months. 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  outrages  committed  about  that  time,  in  1868,  when 
that  act  was  passed.  I  could  refresh  my  memory.  Doubtless  there  are  some,  but  the 
outrages  committed  within  eighteen  months,  I  think,  have  been  committed  by  high- 
waymen and  robbers. 

Question,  At  the  time  this  act  was  passed,  do  you  think  that  would  have  been  put  on 
the  statute-book  unless  there  was  such  a  condition  of  things  as  is  recited  in  it  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  fact  that  it  is  on  the  statute-book  is  an  evidence  that  it 
is  true,  for  the  reason  that  the  Alabama  legislature  was  then  composed  of  the  descrip- 
tion of' men  I  have  briefly  described  to  this  committee,  and  who  created  such  dissatis- 
faction. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  recitals  of  this  preamble  were  wholly  false  f 
Ansu)er.  I  have  not  said  so. 
Question.  Do  you  believe  they  were  partly  so  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  it  was  true  to  this  extent,  that  there  was  a  secret  organization  in 
this  State  at  that  time,  that  rode  about  on  horsesi^  disguised  themselves,  and  their 
horses  disguised. 

Question.  What  were  they  doing  ?  » 

Answer.  What  they  did  was  mere  hearsay.    They  were  reported  to  have  taken  people 
out  at  different  times.^  Whether  they  did  it  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 
Question.  Taken  them  out  from  where? 
Answer.  From  their  premises  and  homes. 
Question.  What  then  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  was  it  said  they  were  taken  out  for  ? 

Answer.  One  thing  and  another.  In  one  instance  that  occurred  up  here  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county,  they  said  they  took  a  fellow  out  because  he  interfered 
with  his  neighbors'  labor-system. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  the  people  taken  out  of  their  homes? 
Ansiver.  According  to  what  I  heard  ? 
Question.  Yes,  sir ;  according  to  your  information. 

Answer.  I  heard  that — ^for  instance,  the  man  taken  out  in  the  northern  part  of  this 
county — it  was  said  that  he  was  whipped,  because  he  interfered  with  his  neighbors' 
labor-system.    Whether  truly  or  not,  I  do  not  know. 
Question.  Was  he  a  white  man  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  these  outrages  reported  in  the  newspapers  at  the  time? 
Answer.  I  think  Mr.  Figures  reported  almost  all  of  them. 
Question.  Did  the  democratic  newspapers  publish  accounts  of  these  outrages? 
Ansicer.  Really,  I  could  not  tell ;  1  do.  not  remember.    Mr.  Young  was  a  democratic 
editor,  and  Mr.  Clay,  here.     I  do  not  know  whether  they  reported  them  or  not. 
Question.  Mr.  Figures  was  the  republican  editor  ? 
Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  He  reported  them  ? 

Answe7\  I  remember  he  reported  this  case ;  it  may  be  Mr.  Young  did  too. 
Question.  If  there  were  other  outrages  committed  by  these  disguised  bands  in  the 
night  or  day  time,  the  democratic  papers  of  Huntsville  did  not  report  their  existence  ? 
Answer.  I  say  1  do  not  know  whether  they  reported  them  or  not. 
Question.  Were  you  not  a  reader  of  the  papers  ? 
Answer,  One  of  them. 

Question.  You  know  whether  that  paper  reported  them  or  not? 

Ansiver.  The  reason  I  remember  that  Mr.  Figures  has  been  in  the  habit  of  reporting 
these  cases  was,  it  was  for  the  pui^ose  of  making  political  capital  of  them. 
Question.  Do  you  think  the  cases  he*reported  were  false  or  true  ? 
Answer.  Well^  sir,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  false  or  not.    I  have  no  recol- 
'.ection. 
Question.  Did  the  democratic  paper  report  the  same  cases  Mr.  Figures  reported  ? 
Answer.  I  said  my  opinion  was  Mr.  Figures  reported  these  cases,  and  that  is  my  best 
recollection.    I  cannot  specify. 

Question.  My  question  is,  whether  the  democratic  paper  you  read  reported  the  same 
cases  of  outrages  that  Mr.  Figures's  paper  reported.  ^ 
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Answer.  John  W.  Young  was  the  democratic  editor  here.  He  was  not  very  apt  at 
getting  up  incidents.  He  was  not  a  very  good  editor,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
reported  them  or  not.  I  know  there  was  a  great  complaint  here  for  a  long  time  about 
Young  publishing  a  bad  paper.  Whether  he  reported  these  various  incidents  or  not,  I 
cannot  say.  If  I  were  to  state  from  the  best  of  my  recollection  and  my  impression 
a^out  the  matter,  I  would  state  that  Young  reported  some  of  them ;  at  leasts  such  as 
he  could  hear  of. 

Question.  He  must  have  heard  of  them  at  the  time  thfey  were  committed  ? 

Answer.  He  may  have  heard  ;  I  cannot  state.  I  would  pick  up  his  paper  and  read  it 
m  the  morning  at  breakfast;  and  even  if  he  did  report  them,  I  would  forget  it  in  an 
hour  or  two. 

Question.  So  you  have  not  any  recollection  whether  the  democratic  paper  here  re- 
ported these  cases  as  they  occurred  or  not  ? 

AnsiDe7\  I  have  not  any  recollection  whether  it  did  or  not. 

Question.  But  you  have  a  recollection  that  the  republican  paper  did  ? 

Answer.  My  general  imx3ression  is,  that  Mr.  Figures  generally  reported  these  cases. 

Question.  Why  could  yon  remember  the  printed  matter  of  Mr.  Figures's  paper  rather 
than  the  democratie  paper  ? 

Answer.  Simply  for  the  reason  we  believed — the  democrats  here — that  Mr.  Figures  was 
reporting  all  these  cases  for  the  purpose  of  political  aggrandizement  and  j)olitical  ends. 

Question.  Why  did  not  your  democratic  x^aper,  if  the  cases  Mr.  Figures  reported 
were  untrue,  contradict  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  said  the  cases  Mr.  Figures's  paper  reported  were  untrue. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  were  true? 

Answer.  I  have  no  opinion  on  that  subject. 

^wes^io%.  You  read  them  in  that  paper  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  yes,  sir  j  I  have  seen  some  of  them.  I  cannot  tell  you  now  what  cases 
I  have  seen  in  his  paper. 

Question.  Were  the  cases  he  reported  denounced  at  the  time  as  nntruths,  as  false- 
hoods? 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  whether  they  were  denounced  as  untrue  or  not.  I  remem- 
ber to  have  converstid  with  Mr.  Figures  on  one  occasion  about  a  case  that  took  place  in 
Limestone  County,  and  to  have  told  him  what  I  believed,  was  the  correct  version  of 
the  matter. 

Question.  You  say  the  laws  are  not  executed  promptly  and  efficiently.  I  understood 
you  to  make  that. answer  to  a  question  by  General  Blair.  Did  you  refer  to  the  present 
time? 

Ansiver.  I  did  nob ;  I  referred  to  the  past.  I  was  questicmed  by  General  Blair  as  to 
the  efficiency  with  which  the  law  was  executed  in  this  and  other  counties,  and  I  stated 
I  did  not  believe  the  laws  were  executed  efficiently  under  the  administration  of  Joseph 
P.  Doyle,  who  is  sheriff  of  Madison  County. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Doyle  a  northern  or  southern  man  ? 

Ansiver.  A  southern  man — a  republican. 

Question.  How  long  since  he  vacated  the  office  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  is  six  or  eight  months  since. 

Question.  Up  to  that  i)eriod  the  laws  were  not  executed  promptly  and  efficiently  ? 

A7iswcr.  I  do  not  think  they  were.  . 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  you  do  not  know  of^a  single  instance  in  Mad- 
ison County  where  a  man  has  been  brought  to  trial  and  conviction  for  having  commit- 
ted an  outrage  upon  property,  person,  or  life,  in  6onnection  with  these  disguised  bands 
of  men  ?  ' 

Answer.  1  stated  that  divers  parties  had  been  arraigned. 

Question.  My  question  is,  whether  there  has  been  a  single  conviction  in  this  county  of 
a  man  because  of  his  being  connected  with  these  disgaised  bands  of  men. 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  conviction,  nor  do  I  know  of  one;  but  I  do 
know  of  several  trials  that  have  taken  place  here,  of  men  charged  with  having  com^- 
mitted  offenses,  under  the  Ku-Klux  law. 

Question.  Do  you  draw  the  inference  from  that,  that  no  such  outrages  have  been 
committed,  or  that  they,  have  been  committed  under  such  circumstances  that  the  proof 
of  the  guilt  of  the  accused  could  not  be  obtained  ? 

Answer.  My  conclusion  upon  that  is,  that  the  trial  established  the  innocence  of  the 
p  arties  charged. 

Question.  Do  you  draw  the  inference  from  that  that  no  Ku-Klux  outrages  have  been 
committed  in  Madison  County  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not.    . 

Question.  You  think,  then,  such  outrages  have  been  committed? 

Answer.  1  do  think,  under  that  law  of  1868,  that  men,  according  to  that  laWj  nave 
incurred  its  penalty  ;  they  have  gone  in  disguise ;  they  have  ridden  disguised  through 
the  country  on  horses  disguised,  and,  according  to  .that  laW;  they  have  incurred  its 
penalty. 
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Question.  But  in  no  otlier  way  than  having  worn  disguises,  and  ridden  through  the 
country  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  outrage,  Senator,  that  has  been  committed ;  therefore 
I  could  not  pass  upon  the  innocence  or  the  guilt  of  a  party.  I  do  not  know  of  any  my- 
self. I  have  heard  that  A  and  B,  C  and  D  have  suffered  in  such  and  such  a  way  from 
disguised  men.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  officers  of  the  law  should  do  their  duty. 
It  is  always  considered  so  until  the  contrary  is  shown. 

Question.  Then  you  disbelieve  these  reports  ? 

Answer.  As  to  the  truth  of  them  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir, 

Answer.  I  did  disbelieve  them  as  a  general  thing,  because  I  thought  they  were  circu- 
lated for  political  purposes. . 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  State  if,  in  these  trials,  these  men  did  not  prove  that  an  offense  had  been* 
committed  under  the  law,  and  was  it  not  a  lack  of  proof  to  identify  those  who  com- 
mitted it  that  caused  the  acquittals  ? 

Answer.  I  will  answer  by  referring  agkin  to  the  case  of  Martin,  who  was  tried  here, 
and  another  gentleman  whose  name  I  have  forgotten.  They  were  charged  with  hav- 
ing committed  an  offense  under  the  Ku-Klux  act ;  that  was,  shooting  a  negro  named 
Prior  Turner.  It  was  clearly  proven,  beyond  question,  that  the  negro  was  shot ;  but 
who  shot  him,  how  he  was  shot,  and  when  he  was  shot,  were  not  at  all  proved ;  and  Mr. 
Figures,  who  was  the  justice  of  the  peace,  discharged  those  parties  on  account  of  the 
lack  of  that  proof.  Turner  did  not  show  how  he  was  shot,  when  he  was  shot,  or  who 
shot  him,  but  the  fact  was  shown  in  court  that  he  was  shot. 

Question.  But  the  offenses  in  all  these  trials  are  proved,  yet  they  fail  to  show  who 
committed  them.    They  prove  that  the  violence  has  been  committed  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  do  in  all  cases. 

Question.  As  far  as  you  know  ? 

Answer.  In  that  one  they  did.  The  physician  testified  to  it,  and  there  was  Tusner 
on  the  stand,  who  showed  the  wound,  but  who  he  was  shot  by  was  not  proven. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Then  you  are  not  satisfied,  as  I  understand  you,  from  the  information  that 
has  come  to  you,  that  those  outrages  have  been  committed  by  men  in  disguise,  banded 
together  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  satisfied,  Senator,  that  the  various  rumors  about  outrages  are 
all  true ;  and  am  not  at  all  satisfied  that  they  were  all  committed  by  the  Ku-Klux  or- 
ganization. .        ' 

Question.  I  am  not  inquiring  just  now  what  names  the  organizations  were  known  by, 
or  for  what  purpose  they  were  organized  ;  I  was  simply  inquiring  whether  you  believe 
the  fact  to  have  existed  in  the  past,  that  numerous  people  were  visited  in  Madison 
County,  in  the  hours  of  night,  by  bands  in  disguise,  and  taken  from  their  homes  and 
whipped,  or  otherwise  outraged  ? 

Answer.  Whether  I  believe  what  rumors  I  heard  or  not  ? 

Question.  I  did  not  ask  you^that  question.  I  ask  whether  you  know  tlie  fact,  that 
numbers  of  people  have  been  visited  in  Madison  County,  in  the  hours  of  the  night,  by 
bands  in  disguise,  and  taken  from  their  homes  and  whij)ped  or  otherwise  outraged  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  believe  the  truth  of  all  the  rumors  that  I  heard  about  people  being 
visited  at  night  by  disguised  men  and  taken  from  their  homes  and  whipped  and  other- 
wise maltreated. 

Question.  How  do  you  distinguish  between  the  rumors ;  give  us  the  rule  by  which 
you  distinguish  rumors  to  be  believed,  and  those  to  be  disbelieved  ? 

Answer.  I  distinguish  in  this  way :  I  knew  of  one  instance  where  the  party  charged 
that  he  was  shot  by  disguised  men,  and  the  proof  was  that  the  men  whom  he  charged 
as  having 'been  there  in  disguise  were  not  there  at  all. 

Question.  Was  it  proved  that  there  were  no  men  there  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  The  proof  in  that  particular  instance  was,  that  from  an  hour  to  an  hour 
and  a  half,  if  I  recollect  right — the  trial  occurred  some  time  since— from  an  hour  to 
an  hour  and  a  half  before  certain  firing  took  place  in  the  streets  of  Madison  Station, 
three  disguised  men  were  seen  to  pass  through  that  town.  That  is  my  recollection 
of  the  proof  in  that  instance. 

Question.  What  instance  do  you  refer  to  ? 

Answer.  The  instance  of  Turner. 

Question.  Were  they  wearing  the  Ku-Klux  disguise  ? 

Answer.  They  were  disguised  in  some  grotesque  manner. 

Question.  After  the  similitude  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answeii'.  My  recollection  is  that  they  had  on  conical  hats  and  long  gowns  and  their 
horses  were  not  disguised. 

Question.  Is  that  the  common  disguise  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 
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Answer.  It  is  my  recollection  that  they*  wore  tall  hats.  They  rode  around  the 
square.  They  did  not  have  any  uniform.  As  a  general  thing  the  Ku-Klux  wear  tall 
conical  hats,  and  hoods  over  their  faces  with  holes,  and  long  gowns  which  are  same- 
times  black. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  read  the  constitution  of  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  You  never  was  in  one,  of  course  ? 

Answer.  I  never  was. 

Question.  You  know  nothing,  then,  of  your  own  knowledge,  of  their  constitution  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question,  Their  meetings,  however,  I  understand  you  to  say,  were  in  open  daylight  ? 

Ansiver.  At  one  time  in  Limestone  County,  in  the  latter  part  of  1868,  I  think  it 
was,  they  held  their  meetings,  if  I  remember  aright,  on  Saturday  evenings  in  the  upper 
room  of  an  old  drug-store. 

Question.  After  night  ? 

An8wer\  No,  sir ;  in  the  day-time. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  meeting  after  night? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  this  town. 

Question.  Did  they  wear  any  badges  to  distinguish  them  as  members  of  the  Loyal 
League  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  any. 

Question.  Did  they  have  any  disguise  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  any. 

Question.  Did  they  go  armed  ? 

AnswG)\  I  understood  that  at  the  colored  church  here,  when  the  League  met,  senti- 
nels were  stationed — armed  men. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  members  of  the  Loyal  League  were  armed — 
that  that  was  one  of  their  rules  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  that  in  the  election  excitement  in  1868  they  attended  their 
meetings  armed;  that  was  the  general  understanding  of  our  people. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  all  the  negroes  who  belonged  to  these  Loyal  Leagues 
had  arms? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  all  had  arms  or  not ;  I  am  simply  stating  what 
was  the  current  rumor  here ;  whether  it  was  reliable  or  true  I  cannot  state.  The  be- 
lief was  that  the  negroes  generally  went  to  the  Loyal  Leagues  armed.    , 

Question.  How  do  you  know  it  was  one  of  the  objects  of  that  League,  if  you  never 
have  seen  its  constitution  and  by-laws,  to  iastill  animosity  and  prejudice  into  the  minds 
of  the   negroes  against  the  native  southern  white  people  ? 

Answer.  I  stated  that  it  was  my  opinion  about  the  purpose  and  object  of  the  League. 
It  was  derived  from  the  common  opinion  of  the  public ;  and  that  was,  that  the  object 
and  purpose  of  the  League  was  to  create  and  establish  more  firmly  the  animosity  of 
the  negroes  against  the  Dative  white  people  of  the  South. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  the  opinion  of  the  public,  do  you  mean  the  opinion  of 
the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  I  do.* 

Question.  That,  in  your  definition,  means  the  public  ? 

Answer.  The  white  public  here. 

Question.  You  never  heard  any  republican  say,  did  you,  that  that  was  one  of  the  ob- 
jects of  this  League  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  Colonel  Nick  Davis 

Question,  You  need  not  quote  him ;  we  do  not  recognize  him  as  a  republican  in  good 
standing. 

Answer.  He  voted  for  General  Grant  and  Mr.  Colfax,  who  were  the  republican  can- 
didates. 

Question.  I  am  asking 

Answer,  You  asked  me  if  I  did  not  hear  a  republican;  I  was  going  to  answer  that 
question,  when 

Question.  I  say  to  you  that  I  disavow  Mr.  Davis  being  a  republican  in  good  standing, 
recognized  by  the  republican  party.  I  mean  to  say  that  I  do  not  want  you  to  quote 
him  as  authority  iu  answer  to  that  question. 

Answer.  Very  good,  I  will  not  quote  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  recognized  republican,  acting  in  harmony  with  the  party, 
who  has  upon  any  occasion  stated  that  it  was  one  of  the  objects  of  this  Loyal  League 
to  instill  animosity  and  prejudice  into  the  minds  of  the  negroes  against  the  southern 
white  people  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  want  to  revert  to  that  which  the  chairman  of  the  committee  has 
enjoined  upon  me  not  to  mention — that  is,  the  standing  of  Mr.  Davis  as  a  republiicat. 
in  the  republican  party  of  this  county.  He  has  been  the  mouthpiece  of  the  republican 
party  in  this  county  for  a  long  time.    I  have  heard  him  in  public  speeches ; .  and  if  the 
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chairman  chooses  to  stop  me  now  irom  telling  what  he  said  about  the  Loyal  League,  I 
will  stop. 

Question.  1  prefer  that  you  make  your  answer-to  my  question  by  quoting  some  other 
authority. 

Answer.  Then  I  cannot  quote  any  other  authority — republican  authority. 

Question.  I  think  that  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  knew  of  no  act  of  violence 
that  was  committed  under  the  auspices  or  authority  of  this  Loyal  League? 

Answer,  I  know  of  none,  sir ;  no  maltreatment  nor  any  injury  done  to  any  person 
that  I  know  of. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  was  organized  or  formed  to 
be  a  check  on  the  Loyal  Leagues  and  a  terror  to  evil-doers.  What  do  you  mean  by  the 
latter  clause  ?  • 

Answer.  I  mean  that  it  was  a  natural  consequence  of  any  such  war  as  the  States  had 
been  engaged  in  tliat  after  its  close  some  people  would  be  lawless,  and  that  they  would 
be  unrestrained.  There  was  no  doubt  in  the  world  that  there  were  such  men  in  this 
country,  and  that  that  was  one  of  the  results,  and  natural  results,  of  a  revolution  of 
such  magnitude  as  we  had  been  engaged  in. 

Question.  And  your  opinion  was  that  that  was  one  of  the  objects  of  the-  formation  of 
the  Ku-Klux  Klan  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  it  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  being  a  check  upon  the  Loyal 
League,  and  at  the  same  time  to  direct  and  control,  in  company  with  the  civil  law, 
other  wrongs,  committed,  I  believe,  by  certain  evil-doers  that  were  nondescript,  so  far 
as  political  parties  were  concerned. 

Question:  Will  you  tell  how  you  came  to  know  what  the  purposes  of  these  Ku-Klux 
were  ?  If,  as  I  understood  you  to  say,  you  never  read  their  constitution  nor  by-laws, 
and  were  not  in  communication  with  any  of  the  members  of  that  Klan,  and  never  re- 
ceived the  secrets  of  their  order  from  them,  what  means  have  you  then  of  knowing 
what  were  the  objects  of  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  have  stated  two  or  three  times  that  as  for  myself  I  had  no  connection 
whatever  with  the  Ku-Klux  organization. 

Question.  So  I  understood  you. 

Answer.  That  I  was  not  in  sympathy  with  them' ;  that  I  was  opposed  to  all  secret  or- 
ganizations ,*  and  that  in  view  of  my  opposition  to  this  organization  I  had  declined  to 
join  them.  I  have. stated,  further,' that  all  the  knowledge  and  information  that  I  pro- 
tend to  give  you  about  that  organization  is  derived  from  what  the  public  thinks  ;  from 
common  opinion.  I  stated  that  I  believed,  from  all  that  I  had  heard  about  this  organ- 
ization, that  its  object  and  purpose  were  to  be  a  check  upon  the  Loyal  League  and  to 
be  a  terror  to  all  evil-doers.    I  do  not  know  anything  about  it  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  When  you  state  that  your  information  is  derived  from  public  opinion,  do  you 
mean  that  portion  of  the  public  opinion  here  known  as  the  conservative  or  democratic 
party  ?  Do  not  the  republican  party  hold,  and  have  they  not  always  held,  that  this 
Ku-Klux  organization  was  formed  for  political  purposes,  and  its  misdeeds  were  vis- 
ited almost  exclusively  upon  Union  men  ? 

Answer.  There  is  no  question  but  that  the  republican  party  so  considers  the  Ku-Klux 
organization. 

Question.  When  speaking  of  public  opinion  you  do  not  mean  to  include  any  portion 
of  the  republican  partj^,  do  you  ? 

ATiswer.  I  mean  simply  to  say  the  opinion  of  this  town  and  men  with  whom  I  am  as- 
sociated ;  and  it  is  from  such  sources  that  I  get  my  information  of  what  the  public 
opinion  is.  If  I  was  speaking  as  to  the  character  of  a  man,  I  would  speak  as  to  what 
those  thought  of  him  with  whom  I  was  associated. 

Question.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is,  whether,  when  you  speak  of  the  public  and  the 
opinion  of  the  public,  you  mean  to  include  the  opinion  of  any  portion  of  the  republi- 
can party  of  Madison  County  or  of  Limestone  County  ? 

Answer,  (after  a  pause.)  I  was  just  attempting  to  recall  whether  I  had  heard  any 
republicans  give  their  opinions  as  to  the  purpose  and  object  of  this  organization,  and, 
as  I  stated  before,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  any  republican  say  anything  about 
what  the  object  of  this  organization  was  at  all. 

Question.  You  leave  the  republican  element,  then,  entirely  out  of  the  question  when 
you  speak  of  public  oi)inion  % 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  of  public  opinion  goes. 

Question.  What  is  the  comparative  strength  of  the  republican  party  in  the  county  of 
Madison  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  taking  the  republican  party  of  whites  compared  with  the  demo- 
cratic party  in  Madison^County,  I  do  not  think  the  republican  vote  of  Madison  County 
of  white  peqple  w^ill  exceed  150  voters. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  comparative  strength  of  the  entire  republican  i)arty, 
white  and  colored,  in  Madison  County  ? 

Answer.  That  is  a  right  difficult  question  for  me  to  answer,  for  the  reason  that  I  am 
bound  to  base  my  opinion  on  the  elections,  when  determining  the  relative  strength  of 
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tlie  two  parties.  The  election  for  members  for  the  house  of  representatives  of  A^labama 
resulted  in  the  last  election  in  the  election  of  three  democrats,  by  a  majority  of,  I  think, 
between  800  and  1,000. 

Question.  What  was  the  entire  vote  polled  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  entire  vote  polled  was,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  between 
four  and  five  thousand — probably  five  thousand.  I  cannot  be  positive  about  these 
things. 

Question.  You  think  the  democratic  party  in  Madison  County  has  a  clear  maiority  of 
800  or  1,000? 

Answer.  If  I  am  to  take  that  as  a  true  criterion. 

Question.  Do  you  accept  it  as  a  true  criterion  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  My  question  is,  what  is  the^omparative  strength  of  the  two  parties  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  at  a  fair  election,  untranimeled  and  uucoUtrolled  by  outside  iu- 
fluence,  the  democratic  party  would  carry  the  county  by  a  larger  vote  than  that.  If 
we  are  to  be  influenced  and  interfered  with  by  parties  and  persons  who  are  un- 
friendly to  the  interests  of  the  native  southern  men,  then  I  say  that  that  majority  would 
be  reduced ;  but  if  the  negro  was  left  alone,  uninfluenced  and  untrammeled,  his  pas- 
sions not  appealed  to,  I  believe  the  native  southern  people  of  Madisfiu  County  would 
get  a  beneficial  control  of  him. 

Question.  You  believe,  then,  that  the  influx  of  white  people  from  the  North  is  hostile 
to  southern  interests  ? 

Answer.  Emphatically,  I  do  not.  I  believe  that  the  people  of  Madison  County  wel- 
come northern  uien  who  come  here  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  themselves  with  the 
material  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  who  come  here,  not  for  the  pur-* 
pose  of  taking  control  of  their  State  and  county  affairs,  and  becoming  the  givers  of 
law  while  strangers  in  our  midst ;  if  they  come  peaceably  any  persons,  as  is  well  illus- 
trated by  my  friends  Fordyce  and  Day,  who  come  are  welcome. 

Question.  They  are  good  democrats,  are  they  not  ? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  Captain  Day's  politics  until  about  the  last  nomination  that 
Judge  Dox  received  for  Congress. 

Question.  Did  not  Captain  Day  come  into  the  State  as  a  carpet-bagger  ?  Has  he  not 
been  an  office-holder  ever  since  he  came  into  the  State  ? 

Answer.  He  has  been  an  office-holder  iever  since  he  has  been  in  the  State,  so  far  as  I 
know.  I  say  I  did  not  know  his  politics  until  Judge  Dox  received  the  last  nomination 
of  the  democratic  convention  at  Gadsden  for  Congress.  That  was  the  first  evidence 
ever  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Day  that  he  was  a  democrat,  and  I  was  an  intimate  associate 
aud  friend  of  his  j  we  did  not  talk  politics,  and  I  did  not  know  wh^her  he  was  a  demo- 
crat or  republican.    His  partner  was  a  republican. 

Question.  You  had  no  idea  of  his  political  sympathies  up  to  that  time  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever,  because  I  considered  as  to  that  thing  of  discussing  politics 
between  two  young  men,  I  was  an  associate  of  his,  and  respected  him ;  and  simply 
because  he  had  been  a  United  States  soldier  was  no  evidence  to  me  that  he  was  not  a 
gentleman  and  could  not  find  a  friend. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  well  of  northern  men  who  come  into  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  office  ? 

Answer.  Who  make  that  the  object,  and  come  down  here  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  office,  and  out  of  it  making  money ;  I  do  not  think  well  of  what  we  generally 
term  "■  carpet-baggers.''' 

Question.  Do  you  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  Mr.  Day  has  held  office  almost  ever  since 
the  first  day  he  set  foot  in  Alabama? 

Answer.  I  do.  I  know  the  fact  that  Mr.  Vandeventer,  who  is  a  republican,  and  lives 
here  in  this  community,  and  has  been  a  quiet,  worthy,  good  citizen,  was  a  northern 
man,  a  northern  soldier,  is  a  republican  to-day,  and  is  greatly  respected. 

Question.  If  Mr.  Day,  who  you  say  has  been  an  office-holder  ever  since  he  came  into 
the  State  of  Alabama,  had  been  a  rampant  republican,  do  you  think  he  would  have 
been  agreeable  to  the  taste  of  native  Alabamians. 

Answer.  I  think  if  Mr.  Day  had  come  here,  as  others  have  come,  seeking  to  get  into 
office  by  appealing  to  the  prejudices  and  to  the  animosities  of  the  negroes  as  a  hobby 
upon  which  to  ride  into  office,  he  would  not  have  been  thought  as  well  of  as  he  is  now, 
but  classed  with  those  who  now  occupy  that  position  in  this  community,  and  wfio  are 
disagreeable  and  unpleasant  to  the  people. 

Question.  Has  it  commended  him  to  the  favor  of  all  good  democrats  here  that  he  does 
heartily  sympathize  with  the  democratic  party,  and  vote  for  its  candidates,  and  co-op- 
erate with  them  ? 

Answer.  What  commended  Mr.  Day  to  this  community  was  that  he  conducted  himself 
orderly  ;  he  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  gentleman.  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he 
was  identified  with  a  regiment  raised  in  the'State  of  Alabama,  toward  which  the  peo- 
ple have  dislike — notwithstanding  all  these  unfavorable  circumstances,  he  has  behaved 
himself  uprightly,  courteously,  and  attended  to  his  business.    For  this  reason  Mr.  Day 
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received,  to  an  unusual  extent,  the  hospitality  and  courtesy  of  these  people  a  long  time 
before  I,  as  his  companion,  knew  his  political  sentiments.  < 

Question.  You  think  his  politics  have  not  had  anything  to  do  with  his  hospitable  re- 
ception here  ? 

Answer,  His  politics  have  had  this  tendency,  since  developed,  to  throw  him  more 
intimately  with  the  community  at  large.  I  believe  that.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that 
if  a  man  advocates  certain  political  sentiments,  it  will  not  secure  him,  in  this  country, 
as  in  any  other  country,  more  intimate  relations  with  those  who  advocate  the 
same  political  views.  But  1  say  that  Mr.  Day  so  conducted  himself  here,  before  we 
knew  what  his  politics  were,  that  he  was  received.  I  remember  to  have  dis- 
tinctly discussed  the  fact  with  an  intimate  friend  when  he  went  to  the  Gadsden  con- 
vention, that  that  was  the  first  declaration  I  had  ever  heard  Day  make  in  politics. 
That  was  when  Judge  Dox  vras  nominat/ed  the  last  time. 

Question.  Are  men  Who  are  bold  and  outspol^^en  in  their  opinions  and  who  advocate 
radical  views,  respected  and  esteemed  in  this  community  by  the  opposite  party. 

Answer.  Men  who  advocate  and  boldly  speak  radical  sentiments,  and  express  radi- 
cal views,  are  not  as  much  esteemed  in  the  community  as  a  man  who  entertains  demo- 
cratic views  and  sentiments,  by  the  democrats. 
Question.  You  upswer  by  a  comparison  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  not  as  much  esteemed  by  the  democrats  as  some  other  dem- 
ocrat is.  At  the  same  time,  we  have  some  of  our  citizens  who  are  republicans,  who 
have  held  those  sentiments  ever  since  the  war,  and  who  are  considered  upright  and 
honest  men,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  They  do  not  talk  about  politics  much,  do  they  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  any  man  who  talks  politics  more  in  North  Alabama  than 
ColonelJoseph  C.  Bradley. 
Question.  What  business  is  he  engaged  in  ? 

Ansiver.  He  is  now  a  comTnissioner  of  roads  and  highways — an  officer  of  the  county. 

Question.  Suppose  Mr.  Bradley  were  engaged  in  the  business  of  selling  goods  in 

Huntsville,  and  was  to  talk  politics  over  his  counter,  day  in  and  day  out,  expressing 

his  views  boldly  upon  all  occasions,  and  advocating  republican  doctrines,  would  he  be 

patronized  by  any  one  outBide  of  his  party  ? 

Answer.  You  will  pardon  me  for  answering — it  might  savor  of  levity — that  would 
depend  entirely  on  how  he  sold  his  goods;  if  he  sold  them  cheaper  than  his  neighbor 
democrat,  the  people  would  go  there  and  buy. 
Question.  And  it  would  not  influence  his  custom  *? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  it  would  one  bit,  simply  for  the  reason  we  deal  here  simply 
with  men.  Mr.  Vapdeventer  is  one  who  has  established  a  store  here,  and  I  am  a  demo- 
crat, and  I  deal  with  him  and  know  he  is  a  republican,  and  I  believe  he  is  getting  the 
general  patronage  of  the  community,  to  the  exclusion  of  many  men  who  have  been 
here  for  many  years;  for  the  reason  that  Mr.  Vandeventer  sells  cheaper  than  the 
Shaudies. 

Question.  Other  things  being  equal  they  would  patronize  the  democratic  store,  would 
they  not? 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  would  ;  I  would  myself,  other  things  being  eqaal ;  I  would 
rather  patronize  the  men  who  are  co-operating  and  sympathizing  with  me,  and  attempt- 
ing to  free  me  from  the  evils  I  consider  are  imposed  upon  me. 

Question.  Are  you  at  this  time  subject  to  the  disqualification  of  the  fourteenth 
amendment  ? 

Answer,  That,  I  believe,  excludes  a  man  from  office  who  has  ever  held  office  before 
the  war,  and  taken  an  oath ;  I  am  not  subject  to  it,  because  I  never  held  an  office 
before  the  war. 

Question,  How  many  men  in  Madison  County  are  subject  to  that  disqualification  ? 
Ansiver.  I  could  not  even  make  a  guess,  because  I  do  not  know  ;  I  remember  to  have 
seen  an  estimate,  whether  true  or  not,  in  the  political  canvass  of  1868,  that  there  were 
over  30,000  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Question.  You  saw  that  in  the  democratic  newspaper  ? 

Answer.  In  the  newspaper ;  •[  was  taking  the  Montgomery  Mail  at  that  time,  and  I 
expeet  that  is  where  I  saw  it ;  that  is  the  seat  of  government. 
Question.  Was  that  a  democratic  paper  ? 
Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  it  otherwise  than  by  reading  that  article  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  the  number  in  Madison  County  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  tell,  because  there  are  many  men  in  Madison  County, 
probably,  who  have  held  office  that  I  even  do  not  know. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  disqualification  except  the  incapacity  to  hold  office  rest- 
ing upon  a  single  citizen  of  Madison  County  now  under  the  fourteenth  amendment  or 
any  other  law  ? 
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Answer.  Well,  it  seems  to  me  that  any  man  who  has  been  a  Senator  or  a  member  of 
Congress  before  the  war  is  particularly  designated,  is  he  not  ? 

Answer.  You  do  not  catch  the  point  of  my  question,  i  desire  to  know  whether  there 
is  any  person  any  longer  disqualified  in  any  other  way  than  an  incapacity  to  hold 
office? 

Answer.  I  know  of  none  that  I  can  now  think  of. 

Qitestion.  When  you  speak,  then,  of  the  people  of  Alabama  being  deprive'd  of  all  their 
rights,  you  mean  the  right  to  hold  office,  do  you  ? 

Answer.  When  I  speak  of  being  deprived  of  their  rights,  and  the  evils  imposed  upon 
them,  I  refer  particularly  to  the  imxjosition  of  that  constitution  upon  us. 

Question.  You  refer  to  the  past  and  not  to  the  present? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  I  refer  to  the  p>ast. 

Question.  There  is  no  grievance  resting  on  the  people  of  Alabama  at  this  time,  except 
the  incapacity  to  hold  office  of  certain  prominent  individuals  who  went  into  this 
rebellion,  is  there  ?    If  there  is  any  other  grievance,  let  us  hear  it  ? 

Answer.  Oar  chief  grievance,  as  I  have  stated  frequently,  is  this  Alabama  constitu- 
tion ;  that  is  the  only  grievance  we  suffer  under  particularly  ;  it  was  imposed  upon  us, 
and  in  its  imposition,  officers  and  men  who  were  disagreeable  to  us,  and  unpleasant, 
and  who  failed  to  execute  the  law,  and  were  in  their  offices  for  selfish  purposes,  were 
thrust  upon  us. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  And  that  still  continues  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  When  you  get  rid  of  these  officers  you  will  have  no  other  grievance  than  the 
fourteenth  amendment  disqualification  ? 
Answer.  We  have  still  that  constitution. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Is  not  the  constitution  in  itself  a  good  one  ? 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  It  is  not  a  good  one  if  it  was  not  the  work  of  the  people. anyhow  ? 
Answer,  I  think  it  is  not  a  good  one. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  disapprove  of  that  portion  requiring  education  to  be  extended  to 
all  people — all  children  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  think  that  the  colored  children  ought  to  be  educated.  I  think 
it  is  to  our  interest  to  educate  them ;  it  is  decidedly  to  the  interest  of  the  southern 
white  man,  for  the  reason  it  puts  in  the  hands  of  the  n«^ro  the  weapon  by  which  he 
may  defend  himself  from  these  impositions  that  are  put  upon  him. 

Question.  Then  are  the  democratic  party  of  Madison  County  heartily  in  favor  of 
negro  education  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  they  are. 

Question.  Are  the  democratic  party  of  Madison  County  heartily  in  favor  negro 
suffrage? 

Answei'.  I  believe  that  the  democratic  party  of  Madison  County  accept  the  amend- 
ment by  which  negro  suffrage  is  conferred  upon  the  colored  people  of  Madison  County, 
entirely  and  unqualifiedly. 

Question.  Are  they  in  favor  of  the  fifteenth  amendment  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  they  accept  it;  they  abide  by  it ;  they  intend  ixi  make  no  oppposition 
to  it ;  they  recognize  it  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  but  they 
do  not  believe  that  that  was  legitimately  ingrafted  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution. 

Question.  Would  they  like  to  get  rid  of  it  ? 

Answer,  (after  a  pause.)  Ave  you  inquiring  of  me  now^s  a  mouthpiece  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  ?    I  can  answer  what  I  think  about  it  myself. 

Questimi.  I  am  asking  the  opinion  of  the  democratic  party  in  Madison  County,  so  far 
as  you  are  familiar  with  it ;  what  are  their  sentiments  upon  that  question  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  democrats 
of  this  county  to  interfere  either  directly  or  indirectly  with  the  right  that  a  negro  has 
to  vote. 

Question.  You  think  if  the  democratic  party  were  in  power  then  they  would  not  agi- 
tate tjiat  question  ? 

Answer.  My  opinion  is  that  the  democratic  party  accepts  the  question  of  negro  suf- 
frage as  settled  and  fixed. 

Question.  My  question  is  whether,  if  they  were  in  power,  they  would  agitate  that 
question  ? 
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Answer,  (after  a  pause.)  I  hardly  know  how  to  answer  that  question,  for  this  reason, 
that  1  consider  that  wnen  a  man  looks  upon  anything  and  accepts  it  as  fixed  and  set- 
tled, he  could  not,  with  any  consistency,  afterwards  agitate  it. 

Question.  Do  yon  think,  then,  the  democratic  party  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  so  far  as 
you  are  acquainted  with  the  sentiments  of  that  party,  regard  the  fifteenth  amendment 
as  a  finality,  never  to  be  agitated  if  they  get  into  power. 

Answer.  I  think  that  they  regard  the  fifteenth  amendment  settled  and  fixed  just  like 
they  regard  any  other  paragraph  or  section  in  that  Constitution,  just  exactly  ;  they 
consider  it  just  as  fixed  as  that  paragraph  which  says  a  man  is  entitled  to  a  speedy 
trial. 

Question.  And  you  think  if  in  power  they  would  not  be  in  favor  of  submitting  a 
proposition  to  the  States  for  rescinding  that  article  ? 

Answer. .  A  proposition  to  the  States  to  deny  the  negroes  the  right  of  voting,,  you 
mean  ? 

Question.  I  mean  this :  I  wish  to  inquire  of  you  whether,  in  your  opinion,  if  the  demo- 
cratic party  were  in  power  and  had  the  control  of  both  branches  of  Congress,  the  peo- 
ple of  Alabama  would  be  in  favor  of  Congress  submitting  a  proposition  to  the  various 
States  to  rescind  the  fifteenth  amendment  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  and  views  that  con- 
trol the  democrats  of  Madison  County  and  North  Alabama,  that  if  the  democratic 
party  was  in  power  and  ascendency,  and  had  both  Houses  of  Congress,  any  proposition 
would  be  submitted  by  the  democratic  party  to  the  Southern  States  to  rescind  the  right 
that  the  negro  has  to  vote.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  such  proposition  would  be  sub- 
mitted by  the  democratic  Congress  to*the  States  to  take  from  the  colored  people  the 
right  to  vote  in  the  States  or  rescind  the  fifteenth  amendment. 

Question.  Then  it  is  your  opinion  that  the  people  of  Alabama,  without  distinction  of 
party,  have  come  to  recognize,  as  a  finality,  the  right  of  the  colored  people  to  vote, 
without  regard  to  education  or  property  ? 

Answer.  The  people  of  Alabama,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  of  them  goes,  consider  that 
this  fifteenth  amendment  has  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  land,  and  that, 
being  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  land,  we  must  abide  by  it,  and  we  do  accept  it 
a's  fixed  and  settled. 

Question.  Is  it  not  also  true  that  all  the  democratic  organs,  their  speakers  and  the 
press  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  are  constantly  engaged  in  throw- 
ing obloquy  upon  that  amendment  ? 

Answer.  The  democratic  papers  that  I  read — and  I  read  the  leading  one  in  the  State — 
maintain  clearly  and  decidedly,  and  has  done  so  in  vaVious  and  divers  editorials,  that 
the  fifteenth  amendment  should  be  accepted  by  the  people,  and  should  be  looked  upon 
as  fixed  and  settled. 

Question.  How  long  has  it  maintained  that  position? 

Answer.  It  has  maintained  that  position  for  six  or  eight  months  past. 

Questioji.  What  was  the  position  of  that  paper  upon  that  question  before  that? 

Answer,  The  position  of  that  paper  when  the  amendment  was  passed  was  in  opposi- 
tion to  it. 

Question.  Was  it  denounced  as  invalid  and  a  fraud  ? 

Answer.  It  was  called  "  revolutionary,  null  and  void.'^ 

Question.  Was  that  the  sentiment  of  the  democratic  party  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  In  1868  it  was. 

Question.  Was  it  in  1869  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  after  the  election  of  General  Grant,  after  it  was  adopted  and  made 
a  part  of  the  Constitution,  my  opinion  of  that  is,  the  matter  was  looked  upon  as  fixed 
and  settled,  and,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  had  gone  into  the  Constitution  irreg- 
ularly and. was  not  properly  ingrafted  there,  yet  it  was  done  under  the  forms  and  color 
of  law,  and  we  said  we  should  accept  it  and  abide  by  it. 

Question.  There  has  been  there,  if  I  understand  you,  an  entire  acquiescen<3e  in  the 
validity  of  that  amendment  by  the  democratic  party  in  Alabama  ever  since  General 
Grant  was  elected  ? 

Answer.  There  has  been  an  entire  acquiescence  as  to  the  fact  that  it  is  a  part  of  the 
Constitution,  and  we  must  obey  it  as  such ;  but  that  it  was  legally  and  properly  and  ac- 
cording to  all  the  requisites  of  law  ingrafted  on  the  Constitution,  we  do  not  believe. 

Question,  Is  there  any  disposition  upon  the  part  of  your  party  to  have  that  question 
submitted,  if  possible,  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  for  decision,  with  a 
view  of  getting  rid  of  that  amendment? 

Answet\  I  hear  of  none  now,  whatever.  I  think  the  last  I  ever  heard  of  resorting  to 
the  Supreme  Court,  in  political  circles  here,  was  in  1868. 

,    By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  refer  to  the  Montgomery  Advertiser  ? 
Ansiver,  The  Advertiser  and  Mail,  which  have  been  blended. 
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Question,  How  is  it  with  the  leadiog  democratic  organ  of  your  county  upon  this 
question  ? 

Ansiver,  The  Huntsville  Independent  was  claimed  to  be  a  democratic  paper  here, 
and  really  had  no  clear  definition  of  its  democratic  sentiments.  We  do  not  consider 
the  Huntsville  Independent  as  a  leading  paper,  for  the  reason  that  it  omitted  to  do 
anything  positive  or  direct. 

Question.  I  was  speaking  of  the  leading  democratic  organ,  now  the  democratic  paper 
edited  by  D.  Withers  Clay. 

Answer.  I  can  better  express  my  opinion  as  to  his  position  by  simply  saying  that  I 
think  Mr.  Clay  entertains  the  political  theories  and  indorses  the  political  theories  that 
Mr.  Alexander  H.  Stephens  does  upon  that  subjeqt.  I  think,  in  saying  so,  that  is  the 
best  definition  I  can  give  of  Mr.  Clay's  views  upon  that  subject. 

Question.  Then  Mr.  Clay  is  understood  not  to  accept  of  what  is  termed  the  new  de- 
parture of  the  democratic  party  ? 

AnsuW'  I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Clay  has  published  any  editorial  in  which  he  says 
that  he  does  not  accept  it ;  but  the  common  acceptation  among  the  democrats  here 
is  that  Mr.  Clay  is  what  is  called  one  of  the  Bourbons,  after  Alexander  H.  Stephens. 

Question,  Is  his  the  leading  paper  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  country  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  I  think  this  Huntsville  Reporter  has  as  great  a  circulation. 
The  Independent  certainly  has  a  much  greater.  We  look  upon  Mr.  Clay,  here,  as  an 
extremist. 

By  Mr.  RiOE : 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  grievances  the  people  of  Alabama  complained  of,  have  they 
any  grievances  except  the  fourteenth  amendment  now  which  they  complain  of  that 
cannot  be  remedied  by  the  peoj^le  at  the  ballot-box  within  the  State  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  we  have  an  election  law  in  this  State  which  is  a  heinous  grievance 
to  the  people,  and  which  we  have  not,  under  that  election  law,  the  right  or  opportu- 
nity to  remedy. 

Question.  Is  it  a  part  of  the  constitution  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not  like  to  answer  about  that  constitution  unless  I  had  it  before 
me. 

Question.  Why  cannot  it  be  amended  ? 

Answer.  It  cannot  be  amended  for  this  reason :  that  in  order  to  amend  it  we  would 
have  to  elect  a  certain  character  of  men ;  the  men  we  would  elect  would  be 
known  to  be  opposed  to  that  particular  kind  of  an  election  law.  The  very  men 
who  are  in  favor  of  it — the  colored  people — would  vote  against  these  men,  and  the  very 
evils  we  are  now  complaining  of  would  be  exercised  and  directed  in  opposition  to  the 
very  men  we  would  select  for  the  purpose  of  making  that  remedy. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Does  not  the  law  itself  prevent  any  remedy  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  prevents  you  from  having  a  fair  election ;  that  is  your  complaint  ? 

Answer.  The  law  that  prevents  us  from  having  a  fair  election  will  prevent  us  from 
electing  men  to  give  us  the  remedy. 

Question.  In  other  words,  you  have  not  a  real  republican  form  of  government  when 
the  electoral  officers  caQ  defraud  the  people  under  a  partial  law  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  say,  sir;  we  have  not  a  republican  form  of  government. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  not  the  lower  Jiouse  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  State  now  demo- 
cratic ? 

Answei\  I  think-so,  by  a  small  majority. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether  any  bill  was  passed  by  that  house,  or  introduced 
into  that  body,  for  the  purpose  of  amending  this  election  law  last  winter  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  distinct  upon  the  fact  as  to  whether  such  a  bill  was  introduced  or 
not.  I  remember  to  have  conversed  with  the  members  of  the  legislature  from  this 
county ;  they  were  decidedly  in  favor  of  such  a  bill  being  introduced,  but  they  well 
knew,  so  they  told  me,  that  it  could  never  become  a  law,  for  the  reason  that  the  radical 
party  had  control  of  the  senate  by  an  immense  majority. 

Question.  Did  that  democratic  house  make  any  attempt,  to  your  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  answered ;  I  do  not  remember  distinctly  whether  it  did  or 
not.  My  impression  is,  without  having  been  a  member  of  that  legislature  and  know- 
ing positively,  that  such  a  bill  was  introduced. 

By  Mr.  Rice  :  , 

Question.  Assuming  that  the  election  is  fair,  is  not  the  whole  subject  within  the  hands 
of  the  people  to  remedy  it,  so  far  as  any  grievance  you  complain  of,  except  the  four- 
teenth amendment,  is  concerned  ?  r-^  i 
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Answer.  It  is  in  their  hands  to  this  extent,  Colonel,  that  the  very  evil  we  complain 
of- 

Question.  But,  assuming  that  the  officers  do  their  duty,  and  that  the  election  is  con- 
ducted fairly,  is  not  the  remedy  for  all  the  evils  of  which  you  complain  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  If  the  election  law  was  modified  and  changed,  so  as  to  give  the  people  a 
fair  and  untrammeled  expression  of  their  views  and  wishes,  I  believe  we  could  remedy 
the  whole  matter  by  a  convention  of  the  people. 

Question.  It  is  all  in  the  hands  of  the  people  as  in  any  other  State  where  they  have 
anything  to  complain  of  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir ;  and  we  believe  by  a  convention  we  can  rid  the  State  of  the  evils. 
I  am  not  speaking  of  that  imposed  by  the  General  Government. 

Question.  Are  there  any  evils  in  the  Federal  Government  you  complain  of,  except  the 
fourteenth  amendment,  at  this  time  ? 

Answer.  We  do  not  think  the  troops  ought  to  be  quartered  among  us;  that  is  one 
grievance ;  we  do  not  think  there  is  any  necessity  fOr  it ;  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any 
necessity  lor  this  regiment  out  in  the  edge  of  the  town ;  that  is  a  grievance;  they  cer- 
tainly occupy  the  position  susceptible  of  the  suspicion,  at  least,  of  being  here  to  watch 
over  us — to  hold  bayonets  over  us ;  we  are  not  hostile  to  them ;  they  conduct  them- 
selves politejy  and  courteously,  but  we  do  not  feel  that  there  is  any  necessity  for  them. 

Question.  Are  they  not  here  under  the  power  of  the  Government,  undisputed  and 
always  exercised  ? 

Answer.  I  have  understood  that  the  Government  would  not  send  troops  to  be  quar- 
tered on  the  people  unless  there  was  a  necessity. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  they  quartered  on  you  here,  or  does  the  Government  supply  them  ? 

Answer.  The  Government  feeds  them. 

Question.  They  are  quartered  in  this  neighborhood;  they  must  be  located  in  the 
United  States — must  live  somewhere  in  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  suppose  they  afford  a  pretty  good  domestic  market  here  for  your  surplus 
produce  ? 

Answer.  I  stated  we  have  nothing  to  complain  of  in  the  soldiers. 

By  Mr.  Rice  ; 

Question,  What  other  evils  do  you  complain  of  in  reference  to  the  presence  of  tfie 
soldiers  ? 

Answer.  We  do  not  consider  that  they  are  necessary  here  ;  they  are  in  other  parts  of 
the  State.  Before  the  war  we  had  no  soldiers  here,  and  we  do-iiot  think  there  is  any 
necessity  for  them  now  ;  and,  although  it  maybe  the  right  and  privilege  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  put  them  wherever  it  sees  proper — we  do  not  pretend  to  question  that — our 
belief  is,  that  they  are  put  here  to  guard  our  people  and  keep  them  from  revolt ;  there 
is  no  necessity  for  that. 

Question.  Is  there  any  actual  oppression  from  that  source  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  grievance  ? 

Answer.  Only  this  objection,  it  is  a  moral  oppression,  to  this  extent :  they  are  placed 
here  to  watch  us ;  they  do  not  interfere  with  us  physically,  personally,  or  anything  of 
the  kind.  We  consider  that  they  are  here  to  suppress  any  probable  outbreak  originat- 
ing in  our  dislike  of  the  Union. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  was  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  they  were  here  the 
night  of  the  riot  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  presence  of  the  troops  staid  or  checked  the  progress  of 
that  riot  at  all. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  not  have 
retired  from  the  town,  but  would  have  indulged  in  a  free  iight,  but  for  the  presence  of 
the  United  States  troops. 

Answer.  I  stated  that  I  told  this  gentleman,  disguised  man,  that  the  United  States 
troops  were  about  coming  on  the  square,  or  would  be  there  very  soon,  and  that  they 
ought  not  to  go  back  on  the  square,  for  the  reason  that  a  conflict  with  the  troops  would 
be  calamitous  to  our  people.  He  responded  by  saying  they  did  not  desire  any  conflict 
with  the  troops  ;  that  they  had  no  purpose  of  making  any  attack  upon  them  whatever ; 
and  they  would  leave  the  town,  and  di}l  go. 

t^uestion.  Do  you  not  think  the  troops  were  peace-makers  upon  that  night  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  that,  going  down  there  myself,  if  you  will  excuse  me  for  saying  it, 
I  had  more  to  do  with  making  the  peace  than  anybody  else ;  advised  them  to  gO  away. 


ioogk 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  847 

By  Mr.  Kice  : 

Question.  What  other  grievance  do  the  people  of  Alabama  complain  of  on  the  part  of 
the  Federal  Government,  except  the  one  you  have  named,  and  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment ? 

Anstver.  They  complain,  as  I  have  said,  of  the  inability  of  our  leading  men. 

Question.  I  admit  that  they  complain  of  the  disabilities  under  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment, but,  excepting  that,  and  the  one  you  have  just  named,  what  other  grievance  is 
there  ? 

Answer.  We  complain,  as  a  people,  of  the  centralizing  tendencies  of  the  Government. 
We  believe  down  here  that  the  republican  institutions  of  the  land  are  in  danger,  to  a 
very  great  extent.  That  is  a  grievance  that  certainly  would  weigh  upon  any  man 
who  believed  that  his  liberty  and  rights  are  in  peril.  That  is  one  of  them.  That  is  a 
general  reason. 

Question.  That  is  a  political  grievance  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  political  grievance. 

Question.  What  other  grievance  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  goes  about  through  the  catalogue  of  grievances. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  want  to  know  of  you  if  it  is  possible  that  this  people  could  have,  or  any 
people  could  have,  a  greater  grievance  than  that  which  is  involved  in  depriving  them 
of  their  ablest,  best,  and  most  experienced  men  ? 

Answer-.  I  do  not  think  any  greater  grievance  could  be  imposed  upon  us ;  and  espe- 
cially at  this  juncture  of  our  political  affairs  we  need  and  require,  and  our  prosperity 
and  interest  demand,  that  we  should  have  our  leading,  wise,  and  experienced  men. 
Those  men  are  denied  rendering  us  any  service,  and  for  that  reason,  1  think  it  was  the. 
greatest 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  they  ever  applied  to  Congress  to  be  relieved  of  their  disabilities  ? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know.  I  know  that  one  distinguished  Alabamian  has  been  relieved 
of  his  disabilities,  and  was  chosen  by  the  people  of  Alabama  to  represent  them  in  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  he  is  not  there ;  that  is  the  Hon.  Mr.  Goldthwaite. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  As  I  understand  you,  it  is  not  the  complaint  of  the  individuals  themselves 
that  they  are  deprived,  but  the  complaint  and  the  grievance  is,  that  the  whole  State  is 
deprived  of  the  ability,  judgment,  and  experience  of  these,  its  ablest  men. 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  heard  any  of  these  prominent  men  complain 
of  being  under  the  disability  themselves.  It  is  the  people  who  complain  that  these 
leading  men  are  under  disability ;  it  is  the  people  of  the  State  at  large  who  complain. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  These  leading  gentlemen,  then,  do  not  want  to  be  relieved  ,*  is  that  your 
idea? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  not  my  idea. 

Question.  Do  they  want  to  be  relieved  ? 

Anstver.  1  believe  they  would  like  to  be  relieved  ;  they  all  indorse  and  would  approve 
a  general  amnesty. 

Question.  Are  they  unwilling  to  make  application  to  be  relieved  of  disabilities  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  unwilling  to  make  personal,  individual 
application  or  not. 

Question.  Has  not  Congress  uniformly  relieved  every  case  of  application  that  has 
been  made  ? 

Answer.  The  leading  men  in  this  State  have  been  greatly  discouraged  in  making  per- 
sonal application,  for  the  reason  that  they  have  seen  in  certain  instances  that  Congress 
had  relieved  men,  and  those  very  men  were  unable  to  take  office. 

Question.  Why  ? 

Answer.  That  question  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Goldthwaite. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  But  not  on  that  point. 

Answer.  I  am  speaking  of  disabilities  ;  he  has  been  relieved,  and* qualified  for  office. 
He  has  not  been  allowed  to  take  his  seat. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Has  his  case  ever  been  decided  by  the  proper  committee  ? 
Answer.  I  remember  to  have  seen  a  publication,  whether  true  or  not  I  cannot  say — I 
cannot  answer  advisedly  upon  the  steps  taken  by  the  body  of  which  three  gentlemen 
here  are  members — but  I  remember  to  have  seen  a  publication  that  Mr.  Goldthwaite 
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would  be  admitted,  provided  Blodgett,  of  Georgia,  could  be  allowed  to  come  in 
with  him. 

Question.  By  what  authority,  sir,  was  that  statement  made  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  newspaper. 

Question.  I  would  like  a  more  spjecific  answer  to  my  inquiry,  whether  the  men  in 
Alabama  subject  to  political  disabilities  under  the  fourteenth  amendment  are  opposed 
to  making  application  to  Congress  for  relief. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  opinion  is,  that  some  of  the  leading  men  have  made  personal 
ax)plications  to  Congress. 

Question.  I  wish  a  direct  answer ;  it  is  susceptible  of  one. 

Anstver.  I  know  that.  I  am  going  to  answer  in  this  way :  some  have  made  applica- 
tion, and  some  have  not.    You  ask  me  for  the  opinion  of  these  men. 

Question.  So  far  as  your  information  extends,  are  they  opposed  to  making  appli- 
cation ? 

Answer.  My  opinion  of  the  disposition  of  the  leading  men  of  Alabama  on  this  sub- 
ject is  this:  that  they  think  it  much  better  for  Congress  to  pass  a  general  amnesty  bill. 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  for  that.  Are  they  opposed  to  applying,  and,  for  that 
reason,  have  they  postponed  or  declined  making  personal  application?  My  question 
is  simply,  are  they  opposed  to  making  application  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  that,  because  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  a  case  in  Alabama  where  a  ma,n  disqualified  under 
that  amendment  has  applied  to  Congress  in  vain  to  be  relieved  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  to  have  seen  a  special  bill  of  relief  reported  by  newspapers 
from  Congress,  in  which  certain  individuals  whose  names  were  included  in  the  applica- 
tion were  excluded. 

Question.  Struck  out  of  the  bill  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  whose  motion  were  they  struck  out  ? 

Answer.  I  am  speaking  only  from  newspaper  reading.  It  occurs  to  me  that  at  one 
time  Mr.  Hawley,  who  was  a  member  of' Congress  from  the  fourth  district 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  This  district  ? 

Answer.  It  seems  to  me  that  he  upholds  provision  in  the  bill  for  some  citizens. 

Question.  Were  they  not  subsequently  relieved  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know^  colonel,  whether  they  were  or  not.  I  just  remember  to  have 
seen  that  paragraph. 

Question.  Were  they  not  the  names  of  Mr.  Lindsay,  the  present  governor,  and  Mr. 
Schloss,  the  present  member  from  that  district,  and  afterward  were  they  both  relieved  ? 
That  is  my  recollection. 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  list  I  saw  as  being  excluded  had  Governor  Lindsay's 
name  in  it  at  that  time.  I  know  Governor  Lindsay  was  afterward  relieved,  but 
whether  he  was  excepted  then  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  a  great  hardship  and  grievance  that  Congress  should 
not  make  haste  and  relieve  these  gentlemen  in  Alabama  who  are  subject  to  disabili- 
ties under  that  amendment,  when  they  are  unwilling  to  make  application  to  be  re- 
lieved? 

Answer.  I  think  Congress  ought  not  to  stickle  over  any  personal  pride  in  the  matter, 
and  to  expect  or  claim  that  these  gentlemen  should  come  forv^'ard  and  do  these  things, 
but  that  Congress  ought  to  go  forward— that  is  my  idea— and  do  that  which  will  best 
promote  harmony  in  the  Southern  States,  and  secure  the,  allegiance  of  these  men  and 
their  friends  to  the  United  States  by  a  general  amnesty  bill. 

Question.  Your  idea  is,  that  those  gentlemen  should  stand  aloof,  and  wait  for  Congress 
to  approach  them  and  generously  offer  them  forgiveness  ? 

Answei\  Not  in  that  spirit. 

Question.  You  think  they  should  stand  upon  their  dignity,  and  not  make  appli- 
cation ? 

Answer.  1  think  they  should  remain  as  they  are,  and  let  Congress  come  forward, 
without  requiring  personally  A,  B,  or  C,  or  D  to  apply. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  disgraceful  in  them,  and  degrading  to  their  man- 
hood, to  petition  Congress  to  be  relieved  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  disgraceful  or  degrading,  nor  that 
our  people  so  consider  it. 

Question,  Would  it  be  undignified  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  any  great  hardship  for  them  to  make  application  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  myself  that  it  is  any  great  hardship.    Those  leading  gentle- 
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men  entertain  the  current  view  of  the  South  that  they  have  committed  no  crime,  and 
therefore  there  is  no  necessity  of  offering  or  asking  pardon. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  riot  in  the  fall  of  1868,  and  of  the  large  number  of  people 
present — a  thousand  white  people  around  the  square,  and  from  one  thousand  to  fifteen 
hundred  negroes — and  that,  from  the  course  of  the  evidence,  it  appeared  that  the  shots 
proceeded  from  within  the  court-house  square  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  the  evidence  show  that  those  shots  were  returned  from  the  other  side 
of  the  street? 

Answer.  The  evidence  showed  that  there  was  a  promiscuous  firing  around  the  court- 
house gate  and  from  the  middle  of  the  street.  The  people  were  just  mixed  up  out 
there  ;  negroes  and  white  folks. 

Question,  Were  those  thousand  white  people  mostly  democrats  f 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir ;  the  white  people  were. 

Question.  You  think  there  were  a  thousand  around  the  square  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  were,  for  they  predominate  in  this  corporation. 

Question,  I  believe  you  say  in  the  whole  county  there  are  not  exceeding  fifty  white 
republicans  ? 

Ansiver\  I  say  that,  to  the  best  of  my  opinion,  they  do  not  exceed  fifty ;  that  has  been 
the  exhibit  made  here  on  the  vote. 

Question.  Was  their  strength  any  greater  then  than  now  ? 

Answer,  I  think  they  are  stronger  now  than  they  were  then. 

Question,  Then  the  presumption  is,  that  of  the  thousand  white  people  around  the 
square,  the  great  majority  were  democrats  ? 

Answer,  Clearly  so. 

Question,  Did  the  evidence  taken  by  you  show  that  they  were  armed? 

Answer.  These  white  people  ? 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  None,  whatever. 

Question,  From  whom  did  those  shots  in  the  street  proceed  ? 

Answer,  If  you  mean  by  arms,  shot-guns ;  I  cannot  tell  when  a  man  has  a  pistol  under 
his  coat.     Some  of  you  may  be  armed  now. 

Question,  A  man  is  armed  when  he  has  a  pistol. 

Answer,  But  I  did  not  know,  and  the  witnesses  did  not  state  it. 

Question,  Did  the  evidence  show  where  the  firing  proceeded  from  in  that  white 
crowd  ? 

Answei\  The  evidence  showed  that  the  firing  occurred  near  the  eastern  gate  of  the 
court-yard,  in  and  around  that  gate,  and  about  the  middle  of  the  street,  from  the  curb- 
stone of  the  pavement  and  the  court-house  gate  ;  the  firing  occurred  in  that  space. 

Question,  Was  there  an  anticipation  during  the  day  that  there  would  be  a  riot ;  did 
you  hear  it  talked  of? 

Answer,  I  did  not. 

Question,  No  apprehensions  expressed  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  none  whatever. 

Question.  The  Ku-Klux,  however,  apprehended  it  ? 

Answer.  It  seemed  so,  from  their  going  in  here. 

Question.  Most  of  them,  you  believe,  came  from  the  town  j^tself  ? 

Ansiver.  I  believe  a  great  many  of  the  young  men  of  this  city  at  that  time  were  mem- 
bers of  that  organization.    I  do  not  know  it ;  it  is  my  suspicion. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  threats  emanating  from  anybody  there  at  that  time  in 
relation  to  what  he  would  do  under  certain  circumstances  ? 

Answer.  1  did  not. 

Question.  Had  you  yourself  any  apprehensions  of  a  riot  that  day  ? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world ;  no  more  than  you  have  now ;  because  I  was  quietly  at- 
tending a  theatrical  performance  at  the  time  they  came  in. 

[At  1  o'clock  and  45  minutes  the  committee  took  a  recess  for  one  hour.] 
By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  put  a  question  whether  the  southern  peo- 
ple did  not  renounce  their  allegiance  to  the  General  Government  when  the  war  com- 
menced ;  I  will  ask  yon  if  the  Government  of  the  United  States  did  not  maintain  the 
doctrine  that  you  could  not  renounce  your  allegiance  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  understood  all  the  time;  that  was  the  issue. 

Question.  You  were  for  renouncing  your  allegiance,  and  they  maintained  that  you 
could  not  renounce  it  ? 

Ansiver.  That  we  could  not  renounce  it ;  that  we  were  still  citizens  When  the  wai 
ended  as  we  had  been  before. 

Question.  Well,  the  General  Government  conquered  in  that  fight  ? 

Answei*,  It  did. 
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Question.  And,  therefore,  maintained  the  point  that  you  could  not  renounce  your  alle- 
giance, and  were  still  citizens  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  We  so  understood  it,  and  accepted  it  in  that  way. 

Question.  Then  you  maintain,  that  that  being  the  case,  you  did  not  lose  your  citizen- 
ship ? 

Answer.  We  did  not,  according  to  my  opinion  and  understanding  of  these  matters. 

Question.  And  being  citizens,  you  could  not  be  punished  by  any  legislative  enactment  ? 

Ansiver.  We  could  not ;  we  could  only  be  punished  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  by  the  courts  organized  under  that  Constitution. 

Question.  Of  course,  1  do  not  want  to  take  the  witness  over  the  history  of  the  country 
but  I  want  to  make  that  clear,  that  the  punishment  inflicted  by  legislative  enactment 
was  in  the  nature  of  an  attainder,  which  is  denounced  by  the  Constitution  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  of  attainder,  which  we  think  is  inimical  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  as  well  as  to  the  letter  of  it. 

Question.  You  have  referred  to  acts  done  under  the  flag,  in  speaking  of  the  feeling 
which  your  people  entertained  for  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  as  emblematical  of  its 
authority  and  sovereignty,  and  you  referred  to  acts  done  under  that  flag  to  people  who 
were  the  friends  of  the  Government.  In  your  own  town  of  Athens,  in  Limestone 
County,  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  large  majority  of  the  people  were  friendly  to 
the  Government  ? 

Ansiver.  They  were  certainly  friendly  to  the  Government;  there  was  a  prevailing 
sentiment  in  that  county  in  favor  of  the  maintenance  of  the  Union  at  the  time  that 
the  State  seceded;  that  sentiment  existed  there  for  along  time  after  the  State  seceded ; 
it  existed  to  a  considerable  extent  after  the  war  broke  out.  Among  the  young 
men  who  entertained  these  Union  sentiments,  the  great  majority  of  them  went 
into  the  confederate  army,  but  those  sentiments  were  still  maintained  and  adhered  to 
by  a  great  many  of  the  older  men  of  the  community  who  were  left  there,  and  could 
not  be  called  into  the  confederate  army;  and  I  say  that  that  sentiment,  living  and 
existing  among  those  older  men,  was  entirely  crushed  out  by  the  enormities  and  bar- 
barities perpetrated  by  General  Turchin. 

Question.  State  what  were  the  acts  committed  by  General  Turchin,  and  state  whether 
at  the  time  he  ari^ved  in  Athens  they  were  the  first  United  States  soldiers  which  visited 
that  town,  or  what  was  the  case  in  that  respect. 

Ansiver.  They  visited  Athens  soon  after  General  Mitchell  took  possession  of  this  town, 
in  1862 ;  that  is  my  recollection  y  I  cannot  recollect  which  month ;  I  was  myself  in 
the  confederate  army  at  the  time.  They  came  to  Athens — so  I  was  told  by  my  father, 
who  lived  there  on  the  main  street ;  that  entering  the  town  on  that  street,  General 
Turchin  came  in  with  his  command,  and  it  was  halted ;  that  it  extended  up  and  down 
the  street,  and  part  of  it  was  in  front  of  his  residence,  and  that  he  heard  the  order 
given  by  General  Turchin  that  he  would  shut  his  eyes  for  two  hours  to  all  that  the 
soldiers  might  do. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  can  speak  of  what  was  done  particularly  in  my  father's  l'.ouse, 
and  what  was  done  in  the  neighborhood,  above  and  below  it.  I  heard  the  citizens  gen- 
erally speak  of  what  was  done  in  their  own  houses.  In  my  father's  house  they  came 
in  at  just  about  sunrise ;  I  remember  he  told  me  that  he  was  not  dressed  when  he 
heard  this  command  given^by  General  Turchin,  while  he  was  standing  at  his  windoAv; 
that  before  he  got  dressed  a  great  number  of  soldiers  had  come  into  the  house,  and  up 
stairs,  and  gone  into  the  room  that  my  sister,  a  young  lady,  occupied,  while  she  was 
in  bed ;  that  many  of  them  entered  there,  and  that  two  or  three  guns  or  pistols  were 
discharged  in  the  room  ;  and  they  did  various  things  that  offended  and  insulted  him. 
My  sister  got  up  and  dressed  while  they  were  in  the  room,  greatly  alarmed  and  fright- 
ened, he  told  me ;  so  much  so  that  she  had  a  spell  of  fever  afterward  from  the  fright  she 
received.  As  to  what  they  broke  up  in  the  house,  I  do  not  know  what  was  done.  They 
afterward  took  possession  of  that  house,  though,  and  he  staid  in  one  room  with  my 
sister  while  these  soldiers  were  these.  The  officer,  whoever  he  was,  who  was  particu- 
larly in  command,  gave  him  one  room  in  a  house  of  eight  rooms,  and  they  took  posses- 
sion of  the  culinary  department  and  carried  on  the  household  generally.  He  was 
allowed  to  be  a  guest  at  his  own  table.  Our  neighbor,  Haywood  Janes,  suffered  in  a 
similar  way,  so  he  told  me ;  that  General  Turchin's  troops,  most  of  whom  were  foreign- 
ers, had  no  conscience,  no  scruples  whatever  in  doing  all  kinds  of  violence.  General 
Turchin  was  afterward  put  on  trial  up  here  and  court-martialed,  and  my  sister.  Miss 
Richardson  then,  was  brought  up  as  a  witness  in  the  case,  and  my  recollection  is — and  I 
am  quite  sure  that  I  am  right  about  it — that  she  said  that  one  of  the  soldiers  attempted 
to  violate  the  person  of  a  colored  girl  in  her  room,  or  in  her  presence  at  least;  that  she 
appealed,  I  remember  she  said,  to  an  officer  from  Kentucky,  who  gave  them  x)rotection 
^'ter  that,  and  cleared  the  house  of  soldiers ;  they  then  staid  there  for  two  or  three 
days,  or  a  short  time,  until  the  command  got  organized  and  disciplined,  and  the  sol- 
diers were  taken  away  from  the  house  and  only  occupied  an  office  in  the  yard,  a  brick 
office,  that  I  had  once  staid  in. 
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Question.  What  was  the  result  of  the  court-martial? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  General  Turchin  was  cashiered,  and  before  the  sentence 
had  been  published  he  was  promoted  from  the  position  of  brigadier  general  to  that  of 
major  general.  That  is  what  I  heard.  I  know  General  Turchin  was  afterward  in  the 
United  States  Army,  because  I  think  he  was  said  to  have  been  at  the  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  with  a  command,  a  battle  I  was  engaged  in  myself  as  a  soldier.  But  the  com- 
plaint of  the  people  of  Athens  was  very  great.  General  Buell  afterward  came  through 
here,  and  Rectified  and  modified  as  much  as  he  could,  so  the  people  all  said,  the  conduct 
and  action  of  these  soldiers  in  that  town,  and  seemed  to  be  willing  to  ameliorate  in 
every  way  he  could  the  sujfterings  of  the  people. 

Question.  Notwithstanding  this  usage,  and  all  the  losses  and  suffering  of  the  war,  I 
understand  you  to  say  it  is  your  belief  that  the  people  of  the  South,  as  a  body,  have 
submitted  to  the  arbitrament  to  which  they  themselves  appealed? 

Answer.  I  think  that  they  have  submitted  in  perfect  good  faith,  and  I  believe  they 
are  honest  and  sincere  in  seeking  to  do  those  things  which  are  well  calculated  to  bring 
about  peace  and  harmony,  and  restore  good  feeling  among  all  the  jjeople  of  this 
country. 

Question.  And  that  they  have  now  no  hostility  to  the  Government,  no  purpose  or 
intention  to  overthrow  it,  and  that  their  only  hostility  is  to  certain  doctrines  of  the 
administration  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  think  that  any  man  who  is  reasonable  or  sane  in  this 
country  entertains  the  slightest  desire  or  wish  to  overthrow  the  Government,  and  that 
the  only  hostility  that  they  have  got  is  to  certain  legislation  which  they  think  is 
unfriendly  to  them,  and  which  oppresses  them. 

Question.  And  which  they  consider  unfriendly  to  a  republican  form  of  government? 

Answer.  They  do  consider  that  legislation  unfriendly  to  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment. 

Question.  The  reconstruction  acts  referred  to,  by  which  governments  were  to  be 
imposed  upon  the  Southern  States  against  the  wishes  of  the  jieople,  the  inhabitants  of 
those  States,  you  regard  as  not  only  unfriendly  to  a  republican,  form  of  government, 
but  as  calculated  to  exasperate  and  keep  alive  the  animosities  engendered  by  the  war? 

Ansiver.  I  do  consider  those  acts  as  well  calculated  to  continue  the  bitterness  engen- 
dered by  the  war,  and  that  the  best  and  safest  remedy  to  wipe  out  and  remove  all 
those  animosities  and  prejudices  that  were  created  and  engendered  by  the  war  is  by  a 
general  amnesty  bill.  I  believe  that  WQuld  tend  more  to  give  the  people  satisfaction 
than  anything  else  that  could  be  done. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that,  if  the  Government  had  acted  upon  the  suggestions 
of  Mr.  Lincoln  before  his  death,  for  universal  amnesty,  and  the  policy  pursued  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  the  fraternal  feeling  betweentho  sections  would  long  since  have  been  resumed? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  would  have  restored  the  allegiance  of  the  people  to  the  Union 
earlier  than  anything  else  that  could  have  been  done ;  that  their  old  aftection,  and  in- 
terest, and  fondness  for  the  flag  and  the  country  would  have  returned,  and  that  they 
would  have  labored  and  striven  earnestly  to  have  forgotten  all  of  those  bad  feelings 
which  had  been  created. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether  the  reconstruction  policy  of  Mr.  Johnson,  which 
has  been  spoken  of,  treated  these  Southern  States  as  having  any  lawful  State  govern- 
ments at  the  close  of  the  war  ? 

Answer.  It  did  not ;  at  least  to  this  extent,  it  appointed  provisional  governors — they 
were  called  by  the  name  of  provinional  governors — in  the  Southern  States.  The  term 
"  provisionaF  would  imply  that  it  was  not  an  absolute  and  unqualified  government 
that  they  were  presiding  over. 

Question.  Did  he  not  in  his  proclamation — the  first  one  he  issued,  providing  for  the 
restoration  of  civil  government  in  North  Carolina — state  in  the  preamble  of  that  pro- 
clamation something  to  this  effect :  "Whereas  no  legal  State  government  exists  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  I,  Andrew  Johnson,  issue  this  proclamation,"  &c.  Was  not 
that  a  part  of  the  preamble  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  remember  the  preamble  of  North  Carolina  that  you  speali  of. 

Question.  You  were  living,  at  the  opening  of  the  war,  I  think  you  stated,  in  Athens  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was. 

Question.  When  did  you  leave  there  ? 

Answer.  I  left  there  some  time  in  either  May  or  June,  I  will  not  state  which  posi- 
tively, in  a  company,  and  came  to  this  place,  and  remained  until  November. 

Question.  But  I  mean  subsequent  to  the  war ;  you  were  living  in  Limestone  after- 
ward ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  returned  to  Limestone  in  June,  I  think  it  was,  1865. 

Question.  Were  you  living  at  Athens  on  the  day  of  the  presidential  election  of  1868? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  I  *was  living  here. 
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Question.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  heard  whether  any  band  of  disguised  men  rode 
into  Athens  on  the  day  of  that  presidential  election,  or  that  night  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  now  remember  whether  I  ever  heard  of  any  disguised  men  riding 
into  Athens  on  that  day. 

Question.  How  soon  do  you  think  this  Ku-Klux  Klan  was  introduced  into  the  State  ? 

Answcf)\  I  think  that  the  organization  was  introduced  into  Alabama — well,  sir,  very 
soon  after  its  formation,  its  origin,  which  took  place,  I  am  informed,  in  Pulaski,  Ten- 
nessee. 

Question.  At  about  what  date  was  the  formation  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  that  was  in  1867 ;  I  am  not  positive.  It  came  to  Alabama  very  soon 
after  that,  because  the  Alabama  State  line  was  right  there,  very  near  Pulaski. 

Question.  In  the  early  part  of  the  examination  you  spoke  of  a  law  Avhich  was  con- 
sidered very  oppressive,  and  was  looked  upon  as  being  very  obnoxious  to  the  people 
here ;  had  you  reference  to  the  act  to  suppress  murders,  lynching,  assaults  and  bat- 
tery, approved  December  28,  1863,  or  the  act  for  the  suppression  of  secret  organiza- 
tions of  men,  disguising  themselves  for  the  purpose  of  committing  crimes  and  out- 
rages, approved  December  26,  1868  ? 

Answer.  I  had  reference  particularly  to  the  latter-named  act.  My  attention  was 
called  to  the  preamble,  and  I  was  asked  if  I  thought  it  stated  the  truth. 

Question.  Previous  to  that  you  sj)oke  of  a  law,  and  I  did  not  understand  your  answer, 
whether  you  meant  this  law  in  regard  to  secret  organizations  or  another  law  of  a  sim- 
ilar character,  for  the  suppression  of  murder  and  lynching. 

Answer.  My  answer  was  directed  principally  to  the  law  in  reference  to  disguised 
men. 

Question.  The  one  that  contains  a  provision  that  no  penalty  should  be  attached  to 
killing  a  person  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  felt  that  that  clause  was  wrong  ? 

A7iswer.  I  felt  that  that  clause  Avas  very  heinous,  for  any  citizen  who  entertained  per- 
sonal dislike  to  another  could  shoot  him  down  and  place  a  disguise  near  him,  and  jus- 
tify himself  thereby;  that  could  be  done;  that  was  an  abuse  to  which  it  was  liable. 

Question.  Aside  from  that,  you  think  the  law  now  a  good  one  ? 

Ansicer.  I  say  this  about  it :  I  would  not  remove  that  law  from  the  statute-book  to- 
day, for  this  reason,  because  I  believe  there  are  men  in  this  country  who  have  been 
perpetrating  outrages ;  I  believe  they  are  highwaymen  and  robbers. 

Question.  Under  disguise  ? 

Ansiver.  They  go  in  disguise  and  sometimes  open  and  above-board.  I  believe  there 
are  such  men  in  this  country,  and  for  that  reason  we  ought  to  have  the  most  stringent 
law,  to  arrest  such  things,  that  we  can  obtain,  and  therefore,  if  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Alabama  legislature,  I  do  not  think  that  I  would  vote  to  repeal  the  law  as  a  whole; 
there  is  a  good  deal  I  could  alter  in  it;  I  would  rather  have  it  than  no  law  at  all  on 
that  subject — a  great  deal  rather. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  here  has  given 
permission  to  his  men  to  shoot  men  they  see  riding  the  streets  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  You  never  heard  that  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  such  permission  was  given  by  General  Crawford  or  any 
other  commanding  officer. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  gentleman  named  Sheets. 

Answer,  C.  C.  Sheets. 

Question.  Who  is  he  ? 

Answer.  C.  C.  Sheets  was  originally  from  Winston  County,  He  is  now  a  minister  to 
Denmark. 

Question.  Or  consul  ? 

Ansiver.  A  consul  to  Denmark.    He  was  a  republican. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  promises  that  he' made  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  himself  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  come  to  the  Florence  Hotel,  where 
he  was  staying,  and  had  an  interview  with  him,  and  told  him  that  he  must  cease  his 
inflammatory  speeches ;  that  he  must  not — I  will  state  the  substance  of  his  language, 
of  course— that  he  must  not  any  longer  appeal  to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the 
negroes,  as  he  had  been  doing.  He  told  me  that  he  promised  them  to  do  it.  That  day 
he  made  a  speech  here. 

Question.  That  same  day  that  he  made  the  promise  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  day  he  told  me;  that  day  he  made  a  speech  here,  and  did  ap- 
peal to  the  inflammatory  elements  of  the  negro  in  a  very  decided  manner. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  you  hear  the  speech  ? 
Answer,  I  did,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  a  gentleman  named  William  R.  Chisliolm,  in  an 
adjoining  county  to  this? 

Answer.  I  know  a  man  in  Lauderdale  named  Tol  Chisholm;  that  may  be  the  name. 
Now  I  remember,  there  is  another  Chisholm  there  who  was  a  member  of  the  Alabama 
legislature. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  respectability  ? 

Answer.  Tol  Chisholm  is. 

Question.  Is  "William  E.  Chisholm  ? 

Aiistver.  My  difficulty  is  to  know  who  William  R.  is. 

Question.  1  think  he  was  a  member  of  the  legislature. 

Ansicer.  Then  I  am  not  acquainted  with  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  against  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Why  I  asked  is,  because  I  have  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  a  joint  com- 
mittee of  the  Alabama  legislature,  upon  outrages.  It  seems  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  of  the  governor.  The  first  paragraph  of 
the  report  reads  thus ; 

"  The  joint  committee,  appointed  by  tliis  general  assembly,  pursuant  to  tbo  recom- 
mendation of  his  Excellency  Governor  William  H.  Smith,  (of  three  on  the  part  of  the 
house,  and  two  on  the  part  of  the  senate,)  whose  duty  it  was  made  to  investigate  the 
recent  alleged  outrages  perpetrated  by  armed  bands  of  outlaws  upon  members  of  this 
legislature,  and  other  good  and  law-abiding  citizens  of  this  State,  and  to  report  by  bill, 
or  otherwise,  at  the  earliest  dny  practicable,  what  measures  ma.y  be  necessary  for  the 
vindication  of  the  law  and  future  power  of  the  State,  approved  November  14,  1868, 
ask  leave  respectfully  to  report  that  they  entered  at  once  upon  the  work  assigned 
them,  and  that  they  have  been  unceasing  in  their  eiforts,  in  the  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties under  the  powers  with  which  they  have  been  invested.'^ 

It  seems  that  they  took  some  testimony,  and  I  have  here  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam E.  Chisholm,  who  was  called  before  the  committee,  and  was  sworn  and  testified. 
I  want  to  know  if  you  reler  to  the  promise  Mr  Sheets  gave  on  the  30th  of  October  of 
that  year,  1868,  under  those  circumstances.    Mr.  Chisholm  testifies  that: 

''  On  the  30th  of  October  last,  while  on  my  way  to  the  general  assembly  ot  Alabama, 
and  while  in  Florence,  Alabama,  I  saw  an  armed  band  of  masked  men  at  a  public  hotel 
of  the  town  ;  they  Avere  dressed  in  black,  and  were  about  twenty-five  in  number.  I 
met  Colonel  Sheets,  Grant  elector,  at  the  hotel,  and  at  night  we  both  occupied  the 
same  room.  Colonel  Sheets  had  made  a  Grant  speech  in  town  on  that  day,  and  I  noticed 
was  quite  restless  after  we  retired,  and  expressed  fears  that  the  Ku-Kiux  would  attack 
him.  At  about  10  o'clock  a  negro  boy  appeared  at  our  room  door,  and  informed  Sheets 
Hhat  the  Ku-Klux  were  in  town,' which  informatioir  alarmed  him  very  much,  and  I 
think  he  would  have  attempted  to  .escape  from  the  room,  but  was  fearful  the  house 
was  watclu  d.  At  about  12  o'clock  we  heard  a  great  rumbling  noise  in  the  house,  as  if 
a  large  number  of  men  were  approaching  our  room.  When  Sheets  heard  the  noise,  he 
siu'ang  up  in  his  bed,  and  said  to  me,  'The  Ku-Klux  are  coming,'  when  he  immediately 
sprang  from  a  window  in  our  room,  communicating  with  a  porch,  and  ran  down  the 
X^orch,  and  endeavored  to  make  his  escape  through  another  man's  room.  By  the  time  Sheets 
had  ran  some  distance  down  the  porch,  the  masked  men  had  approached  the  door  of -fee 
room,  and  demanded  admittance.  I  at  once  opened  the  door,  when  about  ten  or  twelve 
armed  and  disguised  men  rushed  in  the  room,  and  almost  simultaneously  demanded  of 
me,  *  Where  is  Sheets  ? '  '  Where  is  Sheets  V  I  replied  as  rapidly  as  I  could,  '  He  has 
jumped  out  of  the  window.'  Several  of  the  armed  men  looked  under  the  beds  for  Col- 
onel Sheets,  and  others  went  through  at  the  window  in  pursuit  of  him.  After  arresting 
Sheets,  I  heard  them  ask  him  who  he  was,  and  heard  him  reply,  '  My  name  is  Sheets ;  I  am 
a  cripple  and  alone  ;  there  are  twenty  or  thirty  of  you,  and  you  can  hang  me,  or  shoot 
me,  or  do  as  you  please  Avith  me,  but  I  request  you,  if  you  are  going  to  kill  me,  to  do 
so  here,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  be  carried  to  the  woods  and  killed.'  After  some  further 
conversation  with  Sheets,  they  marched*  him  under  guard  to  our  room,  where  I  still 
remained.  I  handed  him  his  clothes ;  he  put  them  on,  and  was  ordered  off  by  the  men 
who  had  him  under  guard.  He  appeared  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  they  were  going  to 
kill  him,  and  as  he  was  marched  off,  handed  me  his  watch  and  pocket-book.  Immedi- 
ately afterward  I  was  ordered  to  ^  put  on  my  clothes,'  and  was  conducted  by  them  to 
another  portion  of  the  house,  where  I  was  joined  with  Colonel  Sheets.  After  keeping 
us  under  arrest  a  short  time,  we  were  turned  loose,  and  told  we  could  return  to  our 
room.  The  disguised  men  charged  Sheets  with  having  called  them  murderers  and 
scoundrels.  Sheets  replied  that  the  remarks  he  made  about  them  was  not  of  a  personal, 
but  of  a  political  nature,  and  I  now  think  that  the  conditions  upon  which  they  spared 
his  life 'were,  that  he  would  not  make  any  more  such  speeches  as  he  had  made,  having 
reference  to  them.  I  was  not  threatened,  but  was  treated  discourteously  and  insult- 
ingly by  them.  I  had  violated  no  law,  but  was  placed  under  arrest  by  them.  Their 
faces  and  persons  were  completely  disguised  from  recognition ;  they  also  disguised 

Hostea  Dy  vjv^v^vj:  i\^ 


854         CONDITION    OF    AFFAIRS    IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

their  walking  and  voices.    They  were  dis^^uised  in  such  a  way  as  caused  me  not  to 
know  a.iy  of  them. 

''  I  have  seen  three  other  parties  of  disguised  men  at  different  times,  at  my  home  in 
Lauderdale  County.  They  generally  came  at  from  10  to  12  o'clock  at  night,  and  re- 
mained but  a  short  time,  without  doing  much  damage ;  in  fact  no  hostile  demonstrations 
were  made  toward  any  one  at  my  home. 

^^  WILLIAM  R.  CHISHOLM. 

''  Signed  and  sworn  to,  after  being  read  over  and  approved  by  affiant,  14th  November, 
1868. 

"  G.  T.  McAFEE,  Chairman:' 

I  want  to  know  if  you  refer  to  the  promise  Colonel  Sheets  made  at  that  time  to  those 
men  not  to  make  any  more  speeches  ? 

Ansiver,  The  only  thing  I  know  of  in  regard  to  that  is  what  Colonel  Sheets  told  me 
himself.  It  must  have  been  on  that  occasion,  because  that  states  it  to  have  been  the 
night  of  the  30th  of  October.  This  riot  occurred  between  the  30th  of  October  and  the 
3d  of  November,  according  to  my  best  recollection,  and  from  that,  I  think,  it  must  be 
that  interview  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  with  Mr.  Sheets  that  he  referred  to  in  talking  to 
me ;  for  he  told  me  he  had  just  been  molested  by  them  in  Florence,  and  he  stated  to 
me  that  he  had  giving  a  promise  to  theuj  not  to  make  the  speeches  he  had  been  mak- 
ing formerly. 

Question.  What  time  in  the  day,  Saturday,  did  the  speaking  commence  here  ? 

Answer,  About  11  or  12 ;  either  11  or  12  ;  there  was  a  large  crowd  in  town — a  large 
attendance. 

Question.  In  the  night-time  did  you  see  any  white  men  inside  of  the  court-house 
yard  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  inside  of  the  court-house  yard  at  all. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  white  men  were  here  that  night  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  except  as  I  heard ;  I  heard  that  white  men  were  inside  of  the 
court-house. 

Question.  Inside  of  the  court-house  yard  and  fence  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  any  white  men  at  all  in  the  court-house 
yard,  though  there  might  have  been  some,  and  doubtless  were. 

Question.  You  were  in  the  theater  at  the  time  the  dilBculty  commenced  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was,  when  the  announcement  was  made  that  they  were  coming  in. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  promiscuous  crowd  inside  the  court- 
house yard  or  not? 

Answer.  I  only  know  that  when  I  came  up  from  the  theater  there  was  a  large  num- 
ber of  white  people  on  the  side- walks. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  of  those  men  who  were  dismounted 
and  undisguised  about  the  streets  weie  members  of  that  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  none  whatever  for  believing  they  were. 

Question.  It  was  stated  in  the  testimony  here  yesterday,  I  believe  by  Mr.  Davis,  that 
the  undisguised  men  who  were  on  the  ground  about  the  yard  were  members  of  the  or- 
ganization, or  a  part  of  them  at  least.     Do  you  agree  with  him  in  that  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not,  for  this  reason,  that,  as  I  stated  before,  I  believe  that  the  procession 
that  night  embraced  pretty  much  the  entire  membership  of  the  Ku-Klux  orgajiization. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  there  were  about  one  thousand  w^hite  people 
here  ? 

Ansiver.  To  the  best  of  my  belief. 

Question.  Do  you  usually  have  that  many  white  democrats  who  attend  republican 
meetings  in  this  town  of  Huntsville  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did  not  say  they  were  all  democratic  voters;  there  were  a  good  many 
children  around  on  the  square,  who  came  up  as  a  matter  of  curiosity,  but  as  soon  as 
there  was  evidence  of  disturbance  and  trouble  they  all  left. 

Question.  What  I  would  like  to  ask  is  tliis :  do  you  think  there  was  any  connection 
between  that  repubUcan  meeting,  on  Saturday  night  previous  to  Grant's  election,  and 
the  appearance  of  the  Ku-Klux  upon  the  streets  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do.  I  think  it  for  this  reason,  that  there  had  been  various  and  numerous 
threats  made  that  day  that  the  Ku-Klux  could  not  come  in  here.  I  heard  it  repeatedly 
on  the  streets  during  the  day.  I  paid  no  attention  to  it,  for  the  reason  that  I  did  not 
expect  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  you  hear,  about  12,  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  appear  in  town  that  day  t 

Ansiver.  I  did  not ;  and  as  the  best  evidence  that  I  did  not  think  they  were  coming, 
I  w^as  quietly  attending  a  little  Thespian  x)erfo)'mance  in  the  theater. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  approached  you  in  that 
infetaucc  which  you  mentioned  to  join  the  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  I  remember  it  to  this  extent,  as  I  stated.  I  did  not  think  it  could  be  accepted 
as  a  direct  overture  to  me  to  join,  for  the  reason  that  they  knew  my  sentiments,  and 
that  I  would  not  join.  -^  ^ 
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Question.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  approached  you  ? 

An8we)\  I  do. 

Question,  The  same  one  who  showed  you  the  certificate  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  the  man  who  showed  me  the  certificate. 

Question.  That  was  the  second  one,  in  point  of  time,  but  the  first  one  you  related  ? 

Answer.  I  said  this  man  approached'me — a  man  unknown  to  me — and  he  had  a  cer- 
tificate unknown  to  me,  that  he  was  all  right,  and  that  I  could  give  him  a  "precept," 
and  my  suspicion  was  aroused,  because  he  alleged  that  he  came  from  a  neighborhood  in 
Limestone  that  I  was  acquainted  with. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  name  of  the  gentleman  who  presented  the  certificate  in  the 
certificate  ? 

Answer,  I  certainly  saw  the  certificate  recommending  this  man,  but  I  do  not  remem- 
ber his  name. 

Question.  You  saw  the  certificate  recommending  him  as  all  right  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  I  could  take  him  into  my  confidence,  and  that  he  was 
trustworthy,  but  his  name  I  do  not  remember,  because  he  was  an  entire  stranger  to 
me. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  the  Loyal  League  exist  in  Athens,  of  which  you  spoke  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  think  that  the  first  time  that  I  remember  the  existence  of  the  Loyal  League 
there  was  in  1866 ;  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  1866. 

Question.  That  was  before  the  reconstruction  measures  were  passed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  before  the  passage  of  the  reconstruction  laws. 

Question.  Then  it  was  before  they  had  the  privilege  of  voting  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  the  Loyal  League  existed  before  the  right  to  vote  was  given  to 
them.  It  is  my  recollection  that  Captain  Bingham  organized  a  Loyal  League  long 
before  the  right  to  vote  was  conferred  on  the  colored  people. 

Question.  Did  you  say  the  present  probate  .judge  made  a  good  officer  ? 

Answer.  I  said  he  keeps  his  records  and  dockets  in  a  very  good  condition,  so  much  so 
that  when,  as  a  lawyer,  as  I  have  frequent  occasion  to  visit  his  office,  I  never  have  any 
difficulty  in  finding  a  paper  or  record  ;  that  the  mechanical  part  of  the  office  is  ad- 
mirably kept. 

Question.  How  does  he  compare  with  the  former  judge ;  some  comparison  has  been 
made  here  by  some  witness  ? 

Answer.  His  immediate  predecessor,  you  mean,  of  course,  Judge  Scruggs? 

Question.  I  think  that  was  the  name.    Colonel  Davis  spoke  of  him. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  he  keeps  the  office  in  a  much  better  condition  than  Judge  Scruggs 
did. 

Question.  He  is  a  northern  man,  is  he  not  ? 

Answer.  He  is. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  his  predecessor  was  a  defaulter  to  the  county  for 
several  thousand  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  that  there  was  some  difficulty  between  Judge  Scruggs  and  the 
treasurer  of  this  county  about  money  that  Scruggs  had  received  as  probate  judge, 
which  he  should  have  paid  over  to  the  county  treasurer. 

Question.  Received  from  what  source  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  knoV  from  what  source.  I  merely  heard  that.  The  way  I  heard 
it  was,  if  I  remember  correctly,  through  Mr.  Lowe,  who  was  then  the  district  attorney. 
I  am  sure  that  I  heard  after  that  that  Judge  Scruggs  had  straightened  the  matter  up 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  county  treasurer,  and  that  it  was  all  right.  How  he  did  it, 
or  what  the  amount  was,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  was  a  colored  man  by  name  of 
Charles  Hale,  who  had  some  colored  men  under  arms  the  day  of  the  riot  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  the  witnesses  said  in  testimony  I  took. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  Charles  Hale  was  that  day  a  deputy  sheriff, 
acting  under  the  orders  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county  ? 

Answew  I  know  he  had  been  ;  he  was  afterward  the  deputy  sheriff;  whether  he  was 
or  not  at  that  time  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  You  had  heard  he  had  been  ? 

Ansiver.  I  know  he  had  been  and  he  was  afterward ;  he  may  have  been  at  that  time. 
I  do  not  remember  the  testimony  on  that  subject ;  my  memory  preponderates  to  the 
belief  that  he  was  deputy  sheriff  at  that  time. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  the  men  he  had  with  him  were  his  posse,  men 
selested  with  a  view  of  acting  under  his  orders  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  colored 
men  orderly  that  day  of  the  meeting  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  that  was  the  case  ? 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  You  saw  nothing  improper  that  they  did  ? 

Answei\  During  the  day  ? 

Question,  Yes.  /<-^  t 
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Answer,  I  did  not. 

Question.  Speaking  of  amnesty,  has  not  the  republican  party  of  this  State  uniformly 
urged  the  removal  of  all  political  disabilities  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  may  be  compelled  in  answering  this  question  to  quote  Mr.  Davis 
again  as  a  republican. 

Question,  Well,  quote  him. 

Answer.  He  has  always  claimed  to  be  a  republican  and  strongly  advocated  general 
amnesty. 

Question.  Did  not  the  State  republican  convention  held  at  Selma  last  year,  in  its  res- 
olutions, declare  its  desire  to  have  all  political  disabilities  removed  ? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  that  it  did. 

Question.  It  had  been  done  previous  to  that  also,  had  it  not  ? 

Answei\  I  do  not  remember  that,  but  my  recollection  of  the  republican  convention  at 
Selma  is  that  it  did  recommend  general  amnesty. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  conduct  and  behaviour  of  the  colored  people  in  this  part 
of  the  State  since  the  surrender  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  take  the  mass  of  the  colored  people  and  I  do  not  think  that  the 
people  have  any  cause  of  complaint  whatever  in  their  conduct,  or  in  their  courtesy  and 
politeness  toward  the  people  at  large  generally. 

Question.  That  is  the  general  impression  through  the  county,  is  it  ? 

Answe)\  That  they  have  conducted  themselves  well — that  they  have  been  quiet  and 
peaceful. 

Question.  You  have  noticed  here,  during  your  residence  in  this  county,  no  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  to  arm  themselves,  or  to  be  boisterous,  or  to  go  about 
the  country  creating  disturbance  in  any  way  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  noticed  a  disposition  on  the  parfc  of  the  colored  people  to  go  about 
the  country  creating  disturbance.  I  noticed,  and  w^as  in  outside  attendance  of  several 
meetings  in  1868,  in  which  the  negro  oratftrs  or  speakers  were  very  extravagant  in  the 
expression  of  their  sentiments  of  hostility  toward  the  people  of  the  South,  and  of  the 
town.  I  remember  one  instance  in  particular :  a  colored  man  named  George  Williams, 
who  pointed  from  the  steps  of  the  north  end  of  this  court-house  to  the  buildings  round 
the  town,  and  said  that  if  the  people  of  the  South  did  not  accord  to  them  their  rights 
as  citizens,  remember  that  it  was  through  their  labor  and  toil  that  all  these  buildiogs 
were  constructed,  and  that  they  could  destroy  them ;  that  w^as  the  idea  in  substance. 

Question.  Have  you  known  any  depredations  in  the  country  committed  by  small 
squads  of  three  or  four  or  five  negroes  traveling  about  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  heard  of  no  bands  of  depredating  negroes ;  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  or  information  goes,  the  negroes  have  conducted  themselves  very  peaceably 
and  orderly,  and  behaved  themselves  well. 

Question.  And,  considering  their  liberty,  you  think  they  have  behaved  as  well  as  you 
could  expect  them  to  ? 

Answer.  I  certainly  did  not  expect  them  to  do  as  well,  and  I  think  we  would  never 
have  had  any  trouble  with  them  at  all  if  there  had  been  no  Loyal  Leagues  or  unkind 
feeling,  and  if  the  negroes  had  been  just  let  alone,  unmolested,  untampered  with  by 
persons  who  do  not  know  the  negroes  as  well  as  the  southern  people,  who  I  consider 
their  very  best  friends. 

Question.  Even  under  these  aggravating  circumstances  you  have  not  been  troubled 
much  with  them  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  not  by  the  negroes ;  it  is  not  the  negroes  we  complain  of. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  that  speech  you  referred  to,  made  by  Mr.  Sheets,  did  he  counsel  the 
negroes  to  any  acts  of  violence  unless  they  were  interrupted  in  their  rights  ? 

Ansiver.  My  recollection,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  main  point  made  in  Mr.  Sheets's 
speech,  which  w^as  inflammatory  in  its  tendencies,  was  that  he  said  to  the  negroes,  "If 
you  were  not  so  weak-kneed  and  so  cowardly  these  Ku-Klux  could  not  parade  through 
the  country."    That  is  in  substance  what  he  said. 

Question.  Had  he  not  been  referring  to  the  Ku-Klux  as  having  interrupted  the  colored 
men  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir  ;  he  had  been  speaking  of  the  Ku-Klux  riding  through  the  country 
and  molesting  the  colored  peoi)le,  and  he  alleged,  as  radical  orators  did  at  that  time, 
and  do,  that  the  purpose  and  object  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  was  to  trample  down 
the  negroes  and  keep  them  from  voting  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  And  his  counsel  w^as  that  they  should  arm  and  defend  themselves  ? 

Ansicer.  That  they  should  defend  themselves ;  that  they  were  strong  enough  to  do 
it  physically  and  in  numbers,  and  if  they  did  not  do  it,  it  was  because  they  were 
^^eak-kneed  and  cowardly;  I  think  that  was  the  exact  expression. 

Question.  If  his  premises  were  right,  and  the  Ku-Klux  had  been  interfering  with  tho 
negroes,  breaking  open  their  houses,  and  whipping  and  otherwise  maltreating  them, 
do  you  not  think  his  advice  was  proper  ? 

Ansiver.  If  his  premises  were  right,  I  would  not  think  his  adri^e^^^^ng,  but  I 
thought  his  premises  entirely  false.  Hostea  oy '' 
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HuNTSViLLK,  Alabama,  October  12, 1871. 
HENRY  HAMLIN  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live? 

Answer.  I  live  in  this  county — Madison  County. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  been  whipped  by  the  Kn-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  About  three  years  ago. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  Down  about  three  or  five  miles,  at  Trinity,  down  below  Decatur. 

Question.  What  county  is  that  in  ? 

Answer.  In  this  county. 

Question.  What  were  you  whipped  for  ? 

Anstver.  I  couldn't  tell  you  what  it  was  for. 

Question.  Who  whipped  you  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't'  know  none  of  them.  I  went  away  from  here,  down  on  the  railroad, 
to  work  on  the  railroad.  I  was  a  stranger  down  there.  I  hadn't  been  down  there 
more  than  two  weeks  when  they  came  there  one  night.  The  hands  had  gone  to  bed, 
and  they  knocked  at  the  door  and  told  us  to  open  the  door.  Nobody  would  open  it, 
and  they  kept  saying,  "  Open  the  door,  old  man,"  and  nobody  would  open  it,  and  after 
a  while  they  took  the  breech  of  a  gun  and  mauled  it  open.  They  knocked  all  the  plank 
off  and  came  in,  and  said,  "Give  up  those  guns  and  pistols."  We  told  them  we  didn't 
have  none  ;  he  said,  ''  You  are  a  damned  liar ;"  we  said,  "  We  haven't  any ;"  he  said, 
"  Yes,  you  have,"  and  then  they  carried  us  on  to  the  horses,  and  tied  our  hands  behind 
us ;  they  tied  my  hands  behind  me,  and  they  tied  that  man's  hands  to  me  on  that  side, 
and  that  man's  hands  to  me  on  the  other  side.  All  were  tied  together,  and  they 
marched  us  across  the  railroad.  And  another  man,  his  family  and  wife,  staid  in  a 
shanty ;  they  came  up  there  ;  bum !  bum !  bum !  "Open  this  door !"  This  black  man 
heard  it,  and  slipped  through  the  window  to  get  away  ;  they  ran  through  the  window 
after  him,  and  across  the  field,  shooting,  and  I  heard  them  catch  him  as  he  was  run- 
ning in  his  drawers,  bare-headed ;  they  fetched  him  back  and  first  tied  him.  This 
black  man  asked  them  to  let  him  go  and  get  his  shoes  and  pants  ;  no,  they  said  they 
wouldn't  let  him,  and  they  carried  him  on  up  in  his  drawers  and  shirt-sleeves,  bare- 
footed, and  wouldn't  let  him  get  nothing,  and  the  others  in  there  were  taking  what 
monej^  his  wife  had.  He  had  been  on  the  railroad  three  or  four  years ;  he  had  some- 
thing like  $300 — a  good  deal  of  money.  While  they  had  us,  the  rest  of  them  were  in 
there  robbing  and  taking  the  money  from  his  wife.  She  was  scared  and  was  hollo- 
ing, and  they  came  out  and  catched  up  with  us  after  we  got  three  or  four  miles  on, 
and  one  fellow  says,  "  O,  by  God,  we  made  a  damned  big  raise  to-night ;  damn  it,  we 
got  a  big  raise."  'He  meant  he  had  got  a  heap  of  money.  Then  they  carried  us  on  up  to 
the  graveyard,  about  seven  miles  from  there  ;  they  just  rode  over  us,  galloped  over  us, 
and  made  us  run,  and  kept  riding  over  us.  We  would  fall  down,  and  they  would  ride 
plumb  over  us.  They  holloed,  "  Get  up,  God  damn  you,"  and  said,  '^  I  will  blow  your 
God  damn  brains  out,"  and  so  driving  us  on  j  when  they  carried  us  out  there  and  we  saw 
the  graveyard,  the  boys  commenced  to  keep  up  such  a  fuss,  seeing  the  graveyard  and 
thinking  they  were  going  to  kill  them  and  bury  them,  and  they  holloed,  *  O,  Lord,  I  am 
going  to  die ;  I  can't  do  any  more ;  I  am  overpowered ;  I  have  to  go."  Then  they  told  us, 
"  Boys,  we  arenot  going  to  kill  you,  but  whip  you.  I  am  going  to  whip  you,  not  kill  you ;" 
and  they  told  us  not  to  be  onrestless ;  and  they  said  they  were  going  to  make  us  know 
that  they  were  going  to  rule  this  country.  They  said,  "  You  God  damned  fellows  going 
about  here  think  you  do  as  you  please,  but  I'll  let  you  know  you  shan't.  We  have  just 
come  from  hell,  and  we  rule  you  all.  I  have  not  had  any  water  for  three  or  four  days." 
They  were  talking  fine  voices — sharp  voices.  He  said,  "Do  you  know  me?"  I  said, 
''  No,  I  don't."  He  said,  "  Well,  you  will  know  me."  Well,  they  whipped  us  up  there. 
The  first  man  got  away,  down  at  the  shanty,  and  they  catched  him,  and  he  got  away 
again,  up  at  the  graveyard,  as  they  were  untying  him.  They  got  us  up  there  all  in  a 
line,  every  man  all  around  like  a  guard,  with  his  pistol  cocked,  so  that  if  you  w^ere  to 
raise  to  run  he  would  shoot  you.  This  man  got  loose  up  there.  I  don't  know  how. 
They  shot  at  him  three  or  four  times,  every  one  of  them  did.  They  aimed  to  shoot 
him,  and  shot  his  horse  in  the  side.  The  inan  run,  and  by  running  among  the  horses 
and  bushes  he  got  away  and  saved  himself,  and  got  back.  We  had  been  whipped,  and 
we  had  come  on  back  to  the  shanty.  We  were  so  sorry,  and  they  had  whipped  us  so 
bad,  and  we  were  so  bad  we  couldn't  lay  down,  audit  was  day;  and  we  saw  him,  before 
day,  coiping  around  there  that  morning,  and  we  told  him  what  they,  said  to  tell  this 
fellow,  that  they  would  make  his  cofiin,  and  set  it  in  his  house,  and  damned  if  they 
were  not  going  to  have  him  anyhow.  They  would  get  his  coffin  and  set  it  in  his  house; 
that  they  vv-ere  going  to  have  him.  They  took  another  man  down — one  of  the  old 
hands  that  had  been  w^orking  on  the  road  before  I  wag.    I  didn't  know  about  him. 
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Tbey  took  him  down  first.  The  reason  they  were  whipping  us  was,  they  said,  because 
we  didn't  go  to  the  meeting.  They  had  a  meeting  down  there  on  Saturday,  and  the 
old  ones  wouldn't  go  because  they  knowed  niore  about  it,  and  they  said  they  were  not 
going ;  that  the  negro  was  going  to  take  side  with  the  white  folks. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  meeting  was  ifc  ? 

Ansioer.  It  was  a  meeting  with  speaking. 

Question.  Was  it  a  democratic  meeting  ? 

Answer.  The  negro  wanted  to  be  with  the  white  folks.  He  said  that  he  was  holding 
the  kind  of  meeting  you  spoke  of. 

Question.  Democratic? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  went  for  that  kind  of  men.  Because  this  man  that  was  work- 
ing with  me  didn't  go  to  hear  them,  they  took  the  spite  out  on  him,  and  whipped  us 
about  it.     That's  what  they  told  us. 

Question.  How  many  men  came  to  your  shanty  that  night  ? 

Answer.  About  twenty ;  I  think,  in  all,  twenty  came  there,  but  there  was  more  of 
them. 

Question.  Did  they  come  on  foot  or  on  horseback  ? 

Answer.  They  left  their  horses  right  down  in  the  bottom,  about  one  hundred  yards 
off,  and  walked  up. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  horses  afterward  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  them. 

Question.  Were  they  covered  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  carried  me  right  up  to  the  horses. 

Question.  What  were  they  covered  with? 

Answer.  With  white. 

Questio7i.  What  did  the  men  have  on  over  their  faces  and  bodies  ? 

Ansiver.  White  gowns,  that  came  down  to  their  knees,  and  scolloped  over  the  face ; 
you  couldn't  see  his  face,  and  he  had  a  high  hat  on  the  head. 

Question.  AVas  the  face  painted  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  they  had  the  face  covered  so  we  couldn't  see.  They  whipped  the 
first  one  pretty  badly. 

Question.  What  did  they  whip  him  with  ? 

Answer.  With  one  of  these  pistol-holsters  that  comes  around.  They  let  him  down 
and  whipped  him.  They  laid  down  a  fence-rail,  and  tied  his  hands  and  feet  to  it,  and 
seven  men  whipped  him  at  once.  They  whipped  him  so  bad  he  couldn't  turn  over,  and 
he  couldn't  get  home. 

Question.  Did  they  have  hickory? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  just  leather  straps. 

QueMion.  What  did  they  whip  you  with  ? 

Answer.  Leather  straps. 

Question.  How  many  lashes  ? 

Ansiver.  I  couldn't  tell  you.  I  never  was  whipped  so  much  in  all  the  days  of  my 
life. 

Question.  Did  it  make  the  blood  run? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  blistered  me  all  over.  I  sometimes  feel  the  pain  coming  back 
in  my  back  now  ;  I  never  have  got  well  from  it ;  it  hurt  me  so  bad. 

Question.  How  many  of  you  colored  people  were  whipped  by  that  party? 

Answer.  There  wasn't  but  four. 

Question.-  What  time  of  night  was  this? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  11  o'clock  in  the  night. 

Question.  Did  they  accuse  you  colored  men  of  voting  the  radical  ticket  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  a  heap  of  them  did.  They  were  talking  and  trying  to  make  me  tell 
something  about  the  Union  League  they  had  up  here.  After  they  found  out  I  came 
from  Huntsvillo  they  wanted  me  to  tell  something  about  the  Union  League ;  I  told 
them  I  didn't  know  anything  about  it ;  they  said,  ''  It  had  been  down  at  Decatur ;"  I 
knew  they  had  a  gathering  down  at  Decatur  once  ;  he  said  I  Avas  along  in  the  crowd, 
he  was  told ;  I  told  him  I  wasn't  there,  that  I  knew  they  went  down  there ;  he  tried  to 
make  me  tell  about  some  man  that  was  at  the  head  of  it ;  I  don't  know  who  it  was 
now ;  they  tried  to  make  me  tell ;  I  told  them  I  didn^t  know  who  was  at  the  head,  and 
I  didn't  know.  Then  they  whipped  me  and  whipped  me,  and  then  I  wouldn't  tell,  and 
one  of  them  thought  he  would  take  up  a  fence  rail  and  kill  me,  but  the  captain  of  the 
Ku-Klux  said,  "  No,  let  him  up  ;  don't  hurt  him  any  more ;  you  have  done  enough  to 
him."  One  said,  "  Damn  me  if  I  don't  kill  him,"  and  the  captain  got  sort  o'  mad  because 
•they  wanted  to  kill  me,  and  he  wouldn't  let  them;  he  said  no,  I  should  not  be  killed, 
and  he  didn't  go  to  kill  me.  Then  they  let  me  up  and  took  another  man ;  that  man  is 
out  here  now ;  they  whipped  him  ;  he  would  raise  up  his  head  every  once  in  a  while 
w^eu  they  were  whipping  him,  and  one  of  them  had  brass  spurs  on,  and  he  struck  him  in 
bis  face  with  the  spur ;  he  struck  him  on  the  top  of  the  head  about  that  deep,  (two 
inches ;)  they  took  two  bones  out  of  that  man's  head,  and  he  bled  a  great  deal.    After 
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he  got  well,  as  he  thought,  and  got  the  wound  cured,  it  broke  out  again,  and  the  doc- 
ter  took  two  bones  out  of  it  since. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  you  you  must  do  when  they  left  you  ? 

Ansiver.  They  told  us  we  must  go  home  and  go  to  work  on  the  railroad,  and  be  good 
boys,  and  when  they  came  across  us  again  they  wouldn't  hurt  us ;  but  that  other  man 
that  got  away,  named  Scruggs,  they  told  him  they  would  make  his  coffin,  and  set  it  in 
his  house,  for  they  were  going  to  kill  him. 

Question.  Kill  him  for  what  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  say.  They  said  he  had  been  talking  some  big  talk,  they  heard, 
and  they  were  going  to  kill  him,  and  they  shouldn't  talk  such  big  talk ;  that  we  had 
got  so  here  that  we  thought  we  could  rule  this  country. 

Question.  Did  thej^  call  themselves  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  said  they  were  just  from  hell;  tha-t  they  had  had  no  water 
for  three  or  four  days  at  a  time  ;  they  said  God  sent  them  down  here,  and  they  were 
going  to  rule  us. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  drink  any  water  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  they  came  and  asked  for  a  drink  of  water,  and  we  told  them  we 
didn't  have  any,  and  he  said  it  was  a  damned  lie;  he  would  have  a  drink;  that  he 
hadn't  had  any  for  three  or  four  days. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  how  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  this  time  General  Grant's  election  was  coming,  and  it  was  done 
before  his  election  come  on. 

Question.  How  did  they  tell  you  to  vote  % 

Answer.  They  told  us  to  vote  for  Seymour  or  Blair ;  one  of  them  men. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  colored  mau  who  had  the  money ;  the  ^300  ? 

Answer.  Scruggs. 

Question.  You  say  they  took  all  his  money? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  take  any  money  away  from  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  didn't  have  any  down  there. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  rest  of  your  friends  have  any  money? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  not  with  me. 

Question.  Did  any  of  you  have  any  guns? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  even  a  pistol.  One  from  here  said  he  heard  one  had  a  pistol, 
and  said  he  was  owning  it,  but  he  never  got  it. 

Question.  What  did  they  accuse  him  of? 

Answer.  Of  being  a  Union  League ;  that  was  what  he  said  ;  he  said  I  must  go  home 
and  bo  good,  and  vote. 

Question,  Vote  for  Seymour  and  Blair  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  they  is  our  men,  and  the  country  belonged  to  them,  and 
we  must  give  them  our  vote. 

Question.  Did  they  say  they  would  lick  you  again  if  you  didn't  vote  for  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  say  they  would  lick  me. 

Question.  How  many  lashes  do  you  think  hit  you  ? 

Answer.  I  couldn't  tell  you ;  but  I  think  it  was  something  like  a  thousand ;  I  think 
seven  men  whipped  me  at  once,  and  every  lick  was  a  hard  one.  I  never  was  whipped 
so  bad  in  the  days  of  my  life ;  I  thought  my  time  had  come  to  die;  I  just  gave  up  to 
die;  I  couldn't  do  any  other  way ;  that's  the  first  time  I  had  been  in  trouble  in  my 
life. 

Question.  Did  you  know  who  these  in  en  were  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  men  who  had  been  treated  in  this  way  go  and  make  complaint 
about  it  to  anybody? 

Ansiver.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Who  to? 

Ansiver.  Mr.  Williams  here  had  charge  of  the  depot ;  came  on  that  day  ;  he  heard  of 
it,  and  he  saw  us,  and  we  aimed  to  catch  him  at  Decatiir,  but  we  couldn't  catch  him 
before  the  train  went  along  ;  he  said  it  was  away  down  below  Decatur,  and  we  could 
go  on  to  go  up  to  Huntsvilie;  we  told  him  about  it  and  he  got  mad  kbout  it  ;.said  it 
was  a  mighty  bad  way  to  do,  bothering  the  hands  when  they  were  taking  rest  at  right, 
or  running  in  on  them  in  that  way. 

Question.  You  were  all  in  bed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  asleep  ;  we  had  been  working  pretty  hard  that  day. 
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HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  Octdbm- 12, 1871. 

JESSE  BROWN  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  Here  in  town. 

Question.  Where  were  you  born  and  raised  f 

Answer.  Below  Atlanta,  Georgia,  ten  miles  below  there. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Madison  County  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  here  ever  since  the  war. 

Question,  Were  you  a  soldier  in  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  in  the  Forty-fourth  regiment. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  whipped  or  otherwise  outraged  by  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have. 

Question.  Tell  the  committee  what  the  Ku-Klux  did  to  you. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  were  working  on  the  railroad.  One  night  about  dark,  or  after 
dusk,  they  came  in  as  I  Avas  getting  supper  and  took  us  away  up  into  the  mountains, 
to  the  graveyard,  and  took  me  down  and  whipped  me ;  they  took  me  down,  but  couldn't 
get  me  down  to  whip  me,  and  one  of  them  took  his  spur  and  struck  my  head  right 
here,  and  broke  my  skull  here;  I  pulled  out  two  pieces  as  big  as  my  thumb  nail. 

Question.  How  often  were  you  struck  by  them  ? 

Ansiver.  About  a  hundred  lashes,  I  reckon.    After  they  did  that  they  tried  to  kill  me 
but  the  captain  said,  "  Don't  kill  him.    I  am  not  aiming  to  kill  him." 

Question.  How  many  men  were  concerned  in  the  whipping  ? 

Ansiver.  I  can't  tell  you ;  there  was  so  many  whipped  at  that  time,  I  couldn't  tell. 

Question.  As  well  as  you  could  judge  how  manj^  were  there  ? 

Ansiver.  As  well  as  I  could  judge  there  was  about  twenty-five. 

Question.  Did  they  have  on  disguises  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  false  faces,  and  all  the  rigging. 

Question.  Long  gowns? 

Answe7%  Yes,  sir  ;  long  white  gowns,  some  black. 

Question.  Were  they  on  horseback  or  on  foot  ? 

Ansiver.  On  horseback. 

Question.  Were  the  horses  covered  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  they  were  sorrel  horses,  every  one  of  them ;  all  of  them  were 
sorrel. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  the  covering  was  sorrel? 

Aiiswer.  No,  sir,  the  horses  were  sorrel ;  the  covering  was  white. 

Question.  Were  these  men  armed  ?. 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  guns  and  pistols. 

Question.  Had  you  gone  to  bed  when  they  came  in  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  had  not  got  through  supper ;  just  came  in  from  the  railroad. 

Question.  Whose  shanty  were  you  boarding  in  ? 

Answer.  John  TroxeJ  on  the  railroad  ;  he  is  now  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  when  they  came  to  the  shanty  ? 

AnswG)\  Nothing  but  open  the  door,  and  we  wouldn't  open  the  door ;  we  wouldn't 
open  it,  but  they  rared  and  pitched  so  that  they  sheered  the  door  up  and  broke  off  tlio 
latch. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  ? 

Ansiver.  They  only  took  us  up  in  the  mountain  to  the  graveyard. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  they  where  taking  you  up  there  for? 

A7iswer.  They  didn't  say.    I  asked  them,  because  I  hadn't  been  there  but  two  weeks. 

Question.  Did  they  look  for  guns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  looked  for  all  they  could  find. 

Question.  Did  they  find  any  in  the  shanties  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  our  shanty. 

Question.  Did  they  search  the  other  shanties  ? 

Answm\  Yes,  sir,  all  but  two  ;  one  was  in  the  section  boss's  yard,  and  the  other  down 
the  road  about  one  hundred  yards. 

Question.  Did  they  find  any  guns  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    They  took  some  of  the  boys'  watches  from  them. 

Question.  Did  they  rob  anybody  of  money  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  took  $100  from  a  man  named  Scruggs ;  he  is  now  at  Decatur ; 
and  they  took  his  watch  too,  a  nice  silver  watch. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  men  who  were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  were  strangers  to  me;  I  had  just  went  over  from  here,  and  had 
been  only  two  weeks  there. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  with  you  at  the  graveyard  ? 

Answer.  They  tied  me  down  on  a  cedar  pole ;  they  tied  my  feet  and  hands,  and  I 
wouldn't  put  my  head  down  for  them  to  whip  me,  and  he  broke  my  skull. 
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Question,  With  a  spur  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir.    I  laid  six  months  with  it  before  I  got  well. 

Question.  How  did  he  hit  you  ? 

Answer,  When  I  went  to  raise  my  head  up  he  kicked  me  with  his  big  brass  spur. 

Question.  How  many  lashes  did  he  hit  you  ? 

Ansiver.  He  hit  me,  I  reckon,  about  one  hundred  lashes. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  they  were  doing  this  for  ? 

Answer.  They  didn^t  tell  me  what  for ;  they  wouldn't  tell  us  that ;  they  just  came 
right  in  after  us.    The  moon  was  shining  as  bright  as  day. 

Question.  How  many  did  they  take  up  ? 

Ansiver.  The  took  up  five  of  us  in  that  house  ;  the  other  two  boys  were  in  the  house 
with  tbe  boys,  and  they  didn't  get  them,  Nat  Tissig  and  Henry  Thompson ;  they  didn't 
get  them. 

Question.  Did  any  of  your  party  escape  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  these  two  made  the  escape.  When  they  got  Scruggs  up  there  he 
got  away  ;  his  horse  Avas  standing  as  far  as  from  here  to  the  chair,  and  his  bridle  rein 
was  over  his  neek,  and  he  jumped  for  the  horse. 

Question.  Did  he  ride  him  away  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  wasn't  quick  enough,  but  he  ran  himself  and  they  shot  at  him. 
I  was  hardly  able  to  get  back ;  I  wasn't  able  to  get  home  next  day. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  consciousness  after  you  were  hit  in  the  head  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  pains  me  now ;  every  time  \t  goes  to  rain  it  bothers  me  a  heap 
now. 

Question.  Did  they  say  anything  to  you  about  your  belonging  to  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  that  the  Huntsville  fellows  belonged  to  the  League,  and 
this  man  that  just  went  out  (Henry  Hamlin)  said  no,  he  didn't.  I  didn't  say  nothing 
then ;  I  didn't  say  a  word ;  they  didn't  give  us  a  chance  to  talk,  but  went  to  beating 
us. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  how  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  say  nothing  about  voting  to  me. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  what  they  said  after  you  were  struck  by  the  spur  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  hear  what  they  said.  I  believe  I  was  the  last  one  they 
whipped.    When  they  struck  me  on  the  head  with  the  spur  they  left  me  right  off. 

Question.  You  hadn't  any  senses  left  after  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  know  what  they  were  doing.  I  just  told  you  my  best  judg- 
ment ;  that's  all  I  know. 

Question.  How  long  was  this  before  the  presidential  election  ? 

Answer.  It  has  been  three  years  ago. 

Question.  Three  years  this  month  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  anybody  taken  up  for  this  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  came  to  Huntsville  as  soon  as  it  was  done.  The  next  morning 
the  boys  fetched  me  home.  They  had  to  walk  home,  and  they  had  to  tote  me  part  of 
the  way ;  I  couldn't  walk.  I  had  to  lay  down  all  night,  and  couldn't  get  home,  and 
when  I  got  home  I  didn't  know  anything  at  all.  Colonel  Williams,  down  at  the  depot, 
knows  the  very  time  it  was  done.  Some  soldiers  went  down  to  Dacatur ;  they  didn't 
get  down  to  where  it  was  done. 

Question.  Was  anything  ever  done  to  these  men  that  whipped  you  in  this  way  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  not  a  thing. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Colonel  Williams,  where  is  he  ? 

Answe^\  He  is  down  at  the  depot ;  he  is  about  here  somewhere. 
Question.  Is  he  at  the  depot  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  stays  there.    He  was  there  the  last  time  I  saw  him. 
Question.  You  say  you  were  very  badly  injured  and  had  to  stay  in  bed  for  some  time? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  physician  to  attend  you — any  doctor  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  What  doctor  ? 

Answer.  Dr.  Eonan  and  Dr.  Benford;  he  probed  my  head  to  see  how  deep  it  was  cut. 
He  said  it  just  missed  the  brain-pan  a  little  bit,  or  it  would  have  kille^tme. 
Question.  Do  they  both  live  here  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  haven't  seen  Dr.  Ronan  for  a  long  time. 
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HuNTSviLLE,  AiABAMA,  Ootohev  12,  1871. 
MAJOR  GARDINER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  were  you  born  and  raised  ? 

Answe7\  At  Gardiner's. 

Question.  In  what  county  ? 

A7isiver.  In  this  county. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  I  saw  what  they  call  Ku-Klux  many  a  time. 

Question.  Tell  us  when  and  where. 

Answei\  The  first  time  I  ever  saw  a  Ku-Klux  was  on  a  Sunday  evening,  just  about 
sundown.  We  were  sitting  on  the  fence ;  as  I  sat  there,  some  of  them  come  on.  I 
Jumped  down  oif  the  fence ;  it  sort  of  frightened  me  to  see  them  coming.  I  was  aston- 
ished too. .  I  went  in  the  house  and  shut  the  door,  and  there  was  a  hail  to  have  the 
door  opened,  and  I  locked  it,  and  they  rode  on  down.  We  had  some  horses  there ;  they 
rode  like  they  were  going  to  the  stable  and  up  toward  the  house.  I  says  to  Mr.  Gard- 
iner, ^'What  shall  we  do?"  Mr.  Gardiner  was  my  master — I  staid  there;  but  after 
they  rode  down  there  they  never  got  off  of  their  horses,  but  went  on  and  didn't  pester 
us. 

Question.  How  many  were  in  that  gang  ? 

Answer.  When  I  saw  them,  only  about  twenty-five.  I  know  there  was  twenty-some, 
but  I  didn't  count  particularly,  because  so  many  were  to  count. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Of  course  they  were  disguised,  so  that  folks  wouldn't  know  them  and  swear 
what  they  were. 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  year  was  this  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  two  years  ago;  it  may  have  been  a  little  over ;  I  saw  them 
and  went  on  in  the  house.  That  was  on  Sunday.  On  Tuesday  night,  next  week,  they 
sent  word  over  there  that  they  were  coming.  I  was  astonished.  I  went  up  and  asked  the 
white  folks  if  they  were  going  to  pester  us  here.  I  went  up  and  asked  Mrs.  Gardiner ; 
I  was  living  on  her  place.  Old  master  was  sick  with  a  sticking-plaster  on  his  face.  She 
said,  "  I  don't  know  what  to  do.  Major,  but  if  I  was  you  I  would  leave."  I  said  I  hate 
to  leave  my  crop.  My  sister  sent  for  me,  and  just  as  I  got  in  the  house  I  pulled  off  my 
coat  and  shut  the  door,  and  just  as  I  shut  it  three  balls  struck  in  the  door,  and  I  don't 
know  how  it  happened ;  but  it  rained  fifteen  minutes  about  as  hard  as  I  ever  heard  it, 
and  it  thundered,  and  thundered;  and  lightened.  I  was  scared,  and  tried  to  get  under 
the  floor.  We  had  only  little  wooden  chimneys  on  the  little  houses  built  over  the  place. 
I  ran  out  of  the  chimney,  and  I  saw  all  of  them  ;  I  don't  know  how  many  I  did  see.  I 
got  out,  and  then  missis  told  me  to  leave.  She  said  she  would  hate  to  see  me  killed  on 
her  place,  and  then  I  left. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Everybody  said  there  were  thirty,  but  I  don't  know  how  many ;  I  was  get- 
ting out  of  the  way. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  whether  they  had  pistols  or  guns  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  had  pistols,  but  they  couldn't  have  shot  them  off.  I  took  them 
to  be  pistols.  When  they  first  came  they  were  taking  folks'  guns.  I  know  one  thing, 
they  took  our  guns. 

Question.  When  ? 

Answer.  The  night  I  run  out  of  the  house.  I  had  a  pistol,  and  it  was  hung  up  by 
the  door,  and  they  took  it  and  my  gun  too  ;  and  I  had  a  soldier-gun  that  I  gave  $6  for  ; 
I  never  got  nothing  for  it. 

Question.  They  took  it  the  night  you  ran  out  of  the  cabin  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  said  they  would  take  me  too.  I  said  if  they  got  me  they 
would  get  me  (mt  of  town.  I  said,  "  They  are  getting  a  heap  of  them,  and  I  will  stand 
a  chance  of  bemg  catched ; "  and  so  I  left  there.  They  killed  an  old  man  there ;  shot 
him  five  times. 

Question.  That  same  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  an  old  colored  man ;  a  mighty  old  man ;  they  shot  him ;  he  didn't 
live — let  me  see — not  more  than  four  days ;  and  then  they  whipped  around  there ;  they 
Whipped  Martin  Bush,  and  Simon  Bush,  and  Amos  Gardiner,  and  I  couldn't  imagine 
who  they  didn't  whip. 

Question,  How  many  do  you  think  they  whipped  that  night  in  all  ? 
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An8ive)\  A*  can't  say,  to  tell  the  truth ;  but  they  whipped  a  great  deal.  There  wasn't 
a  place  they  didn't  w^hip  on. 

Question.  Did  they  search  any  other  place  for  guns  except  your  place  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  took  Nelson  Bell's  gun  away  from  him. 

Question,  Did  they  search  all  the  houses  for  guns  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  first  thing  they  would  come  up  to  the  house  and  knock,  and 
say,  softly,  "  Open  this  door ;  I  want  water ;  I  haven't  had  water  since  the  Shiloh  fight." 
I  had  to  get  up  and  open  the  door.  I  couldn't  do  anything  against  a  thousand  men 
myself.  We  opened  the  door,  and  they  would  come  in  and  ask  for  water,  and  I  would 
bring  it,  and  they  would  keep  drinking,  and  drinking,  and  drinking,  and  they  had 
some  false  thing  put  in  around  them  somewhere,  so  they  would  keep  drinking,  to  make 
us  blacks  believe  that  they  hadn't  any  since  they  come  from  the  devil.  Tliey  would 
say,  "  We  haven't  had  any  water  since  we  come  from  hell ;"  and  everybody  knows  better 
than  that. 

Question,  What  had  they  against  you  ? 

Answer.  I  couldn't  tell  to  save  my  life. 

Question,  Had  you  been  a  Union  soldier  ? 

Answer,  I  had  not  been  a  Union  soldier.  I  was  with  the  soldiers,  but  never  soldiered 
any  at  all. 

Question.  You  don't  know  what  they  shot  into  your  door  for  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  positively.  I  know  they  said  we  ought  to  vote  the 
way  they  said. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  ? 

Answer,  They  said  we  had  to  vote  the  way  they  wanted  us  to  vote  or  not  at  all.  It 
is  true  enough,  there  is  some  bad  white  boys  as  well  as  black.  I  said,  "  The  only  way 
a  man  ^ets  my  vote  is  to  kill  me."  I  said  that,  '^  A  man  can't  buy  it  or  fool  me ;  I  will 
not  be  fooled  out  of  it."  I  said  that  before  a  little  white  boy  in  the  shop.  I  wouldn't 
have  said  it  before  him  if  I  had  studied. 

Question,  Did  he  go  and  tell  on  you  ? 

Ansiver,  I  guess  he  did ;  for  I  didn't  hear  any  more  of  it  until  such  a  time  they  sent 
word  that  they  were  coming. 

Question.  They  sent  you  word  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  always  send  word.  They  sent  the  wrong  one  word,  for  I  didn't 
like  a  whipping. 

Question.  Who  did  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  want  you  to  vote  for? 

Answer.  They  always  wanted  us  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  Of  course,  if  we  had 
to  vote,  I  reckon  we  would  have  been  just  as  good  as  the  rest  of  them,  but  I  always 
thought  it  was  useless.  They  voted  for  who  they  pleased,  and  I  thought  it  was  left  to 
our  choice  to  vote  for  who  we  pleased. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  accuse  you  of  being  in  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Ansiver.  I  never  heard  that.    I  don'fc  remember  it. 

Question.  You  supposed  they  were  after  you  because  you  said  you  intended  to  vote 
your  sentiments  or  not  vote  at  all  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  this  white  boy  carried  the  news  ? 

Answer.  I  almost  know  he  did ;  I  wouldn't  be  positive. 

Question.  You  don't  know  any  of  this  Ku-Klux  Klan  that  visited  your  house  to  identify 
them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  didn't  think  there  was  that  many  folks  in  the  world  that  had 
anything  against  me. 

Question.  Had  you  to  leave  your  home  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  leave  what  hogs  I  had  ;  they  were  destroyed  and  killed  up.  I 
didn't  save  nothing  except  what  I  could  haul  away.  I  had  to  make  my  crop  with  re- 
sponsibility at  the  store ;  at  least  the  storekeepers  didn't  lose  nothing ;  I  had  to  pay 
them  after  I  came  here ;  they  took  my  horse  and  everything. 

Question.  The  storekeeper  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  took  my  horse  and  everything.  True,  they  wanted  their  pay, 
but  I  wanted  my  pay  for  making  my  crop. 

Question.  On  whose  land  were  you  making  your  crop  ? 

Answer.  On  Jimmy  Gardiner's ;  on  my  old  mistress's  place ;  her  son  was  tending  to 
the  place. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 
Answer,  Jimmy  Gardiner. 
Question,  How  far  is  his  farm  from  here  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  It  is  ten  miles  to  Whitesburgh,  and  therefore  it's  more  than 
fifteen  nfiles ;  it's  seventeen. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  Jimmy  Gardiner  against  the  Ku-IQux  Klan  or  in  favor  of^it  ? 
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Answer,  1  can't  say ;  but  I  can  say  that  he  has  been  mighty  good  to  me.  *I  didn't  care 
in  rebel  times,  when  I  belonged  to  him ;  he  was  always  good  to  me. 

Question.  Were  there  any  colored  men  besides  yourself  who  had  to  leave  on  account 
of  theKu-Klux? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Martin  Bush,  who  is  in  town  here  now ;  and  Amos  Gardiner,  who 
has  gone  back  to  Whitesburgh ;  and  Simon  Bush,  who  has  gone  down  to  Mrs.  Lacey's, 
between  here  and  Whitesburgh ;  and  Ky  Bush,  who  has  gone  to  Whitesburgh. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  Ku-Klux  going  there  again  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  that,  but  I  didn't  see  them.    I  have  been  here. 

Question.  How  long  since  you  heard  of  their  operations  the  last  time  ? 

Answer.  I  haven't  heard  of  any  down  in  that  settlement,  I  don't  reckon,  as  near  as  I 
can  come  at  it,  for  a  year  and  a  half,  or  a  little  more. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  being  after  the  colored  people  anywhere 
else  in  this  county  since  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Of  course.  I  have  heard  of  their  being  after  them  up  here  about  Newmarket. 
I  know  one  thing :  they  whipped  my  brother  mighty  bad  up  there. 

Question.  How  long  ago  ? 

Answer.  About  a  year  ago.  They  whipped  him  mighty  bad,  and  I  never  expected  to 
see  him  alive.  They  cut  gashes  in  his  back  as  big  as  my  finger.  They  cut  gashes  in 
his  back  so  he  couldn't  do  anything  for  a  year.  He  had  to  let  his  chil&en  stay  out  to 
work  to  get  him  something  to  live  on. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped  by  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  how  many  of  them? 

Answer.  He' was  whipped  once,  and  went  back  to  work  for  about  two  months,  and 
they  whipped  him  so  he  couldn't  turn  over  in  his  bed. 

Question.  How  many  came  the  second  time  to  whip  ? 

Answer.  Only  three  the  second  time ;  but  they  took  a  steady  whipping  until  they 
whipped  him  mighty  nigh  dead. 

Question.  What  was  he  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  I  wasn't  there.  He  told  me  they  whipped  him,  and  I  went 
up  to  see  him. 

Question.  Did  he  leave  there  when  he  got  able  to  go  away  ? 

Anstver.  He  staid  there  until  his  year  was  out,  and  got  his  part  of  the  crop,  and 
moved  down  probably  between  here  and  Newmarket. 

Question.  Did  he  know  what  he  was  whipped  for  ? 

Anstver.  He  said  he  didn't  know  what  he  was  whipped  for-^only  voting.  Then  he 
had  to  run  off,  and  all  of  them  had  to  run  off  and  not  tell  them,  and  he  come  down 
here,  plum  here,  to  vote.  I  saw  him  come  and  put  his  ticket  in  right  down  here.  He 
had  to  go  back  and  not  let  them  know  where  he  had  been. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Were  the  men  who  whipped  him  disguised? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  had  come  right  down  here  to  vote. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question.  They  whipped  him  to  make  him  vote  right  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  had  to  come  down  here  to  vote,  when  there  was  plenty  of 
places  right  there  to  vote,  where  he  couldn't  vote  without  voting  the  democratic 
ticket. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  what  direction  is  Gardiner's  from  here  ? 

Answer.  Down  to  Whitesburgh  and  up  the  road  up  the  river. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Gardiner  living  there  now  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you.  He  has  some  place  over  the  river.  I  haven't  been  down 
there.    I  couldn't  say  he  is  living  there. 

Question.  Who  do  you  say  your  brother  was  living  with  when  he  was  whipped  ? 

Answer.  My  brother  was  living  up  here  at  Newmarket. 

Question.  On  whose  place  ? 

Answer.  I  tell  you  I  don't  know  whose  place  it  was.  I  have  been  there.  I  knew, 
but  I  have  forgotten  the  man's  name;  but  I  know  he  was  whipped  mighty  bad.  He  is 
living  between  here  and  Newmarket  now. 
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HuNTsviLLE,  Alabama,  Ooiohcr  12, 1S71. 
ALEXANDER  MARCHBANKS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  were  you  born  and  raised  ? 

Ansicer.  In  Tennessee,  in  Giles  County. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Madison  County,  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  Three  years. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  army  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  my  master  took  me  away  down  South,  and  I  staid  down  there 
three  years  in  the  time  of  the  war ;  I  was  a  refugee  away  down  South. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When? 

Anaicer,  Year  before  last. 

Question.  Where? 

A7isicer.  Eight  above  Meridianville. 

Question.  In  this  county  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir  ;  year  before  last. 

Question.  In  what  month  ? 

Ansicer.  October. 

Question.  How  many  Ku-Klux  did  you  see  then  I 
.  Ansiver,  Seven. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question..  Were  they  mounted  on  horses? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  but  two  horses.  One  night  they  came  to  my  house  and 
got  me ;  they  came  and  knocked  at  the  door,  I  told  them  I  was  very  sick ;  they  asked 
where  was  Green,  my  brother.  I  told  them  he  was  gone.  They  told  me  to  get  up  and 
put  on  my  shoes.  I  got  up  and  put  them  on.  They  told  me  to  come  out,  and  I  went 
out  and  they  marched  me  up  the  road.  They  had  another  man  up  the  road  and  two 
more  to  guard  him,  and  they  carried  us  up  and  hung  us  on  a  peach-limb  enough  to 
choke  us,  and  then  they  let  us  down,  and  they  hung  us  up  again  and  choked  us,  and 
then  let  us  down,  and  didn^t  put  us  up  again.  They  squeezed  the  rope  around  my 
neck  and  put  the  other  around  my  head,  and  snapped  the  rope  around  my  neck  and 
made  us  run  up  the  road  and  come  back  to  them  backwards,  and  they  would  snap 
their  pistols  at  us,  and  "their  guns,  but  not  shooting. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  to  you  ? 

Answer.  They  would  tell  us  they  were  going  to  kill  us ;  they  asked  what  we  had 
doiie.  I  told  them  I  hadn't  been  doin|^  anything.  They  said  they  were  going  to  kill 
me.  They  (isked  for  Mr.  Turner.  I  said  I  didn't  know  where  he  was.  They  said  I  did. 
I  told  them  I  didn't  know. 

Question.  Who  was  Turner  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Henry  Turner  ;  he  lived  there. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  ? 

A^isiver.  No,  sir ;  a  white  man. 

Questmi.  Were  they  after  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  just  after  me. 

Question.  What  did  they  want  with  him  ? 

Ansicer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Were  you  working  for  him  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  j  on  his  plantation. 

Question.  Did  they  inquire  after  any  guns  or  pistols  at  your  cabin  ? 

Arisicer.  Yes,  sir.    They  asked  if  I  had  a  gun.    I  told  them  I  hadn't. 

Question.  Did  they  search  your  cabin  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  They  didn't  come  in  at  all.  They  just  took  the  gun  and  knocked 
It  over  the  fence. 

Question.  Who  was  in  the  cabin  with  you  ? 

Ansiver.  Nobody.    I  was  by  myself. 
Question.  How  long  was  this  after  night  ? 

A7isiver.  About  tO  o'clock  at  night. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  you  they  wanted  with  you  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  say  ,*  they  told  me  to  come  up  from  there  ;  I  got  up ;  I  told  them 
I  was  mighty  sick.  They  told  me  if  I  didn't  get  ujj  they  woi.!d  come  in  and  make  me 
get  up. 

Question.  Did  they  bind  your  hands  ? 

Ansivtr.  No,  sir ;  only  a  rope  around  our  necks  ;  they  kept  us  both  tied  together. 
Question.  What  was  the  other  man's  name  that  they  hung  with  you  If 

Ansiver.  Bill  Miller. 

Question.  Where  did  they  find  him  ?  .r^  t 
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Answer.  At  his  house ;  as  far  from  my  house  as  across  the  court-house. 

Question.  Did  they  catch  him  first  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  sound  asleep  when  they  got  me.  When  they  carried  me  up 
the  road  they  had  him  up  hy  the  garden,  and  two  of  them  had  him  there. 

Question.  And  they  marched  you  hoth  up  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  pght  up  the  road. 

Question.  How  far  ? 

Ansiver.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  house. 

Question.  Did  they  put  ropes  around  your  necks  before  you  got  there  ? 

Answer.  They  had  a  rope  around  his  neck  when  I  got  there.  They  hadn^t  put  any 
around  my  neck  until  we  got  up. 

Question.  Did  they  jerk  you  up  the  limb  of  the  tree  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  choke  you  much  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  mightily  ;  here  is  the  scar  on  my  neck  now,  [exhibiting  a  scar.] 

Question.  Did  you  lose  you  senses  ? 

Ans-wer.  Yes,  sir,  a  little  while. 

Question.  Then  they  jerked  you  up  a  second  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  took  the  rope  and  snatched  it  and  drawed  the  rope  tight  around 
the  neck  with  his  hand,  snapping  it. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  at  the  peach-tree  what  they  were  doing  it  for  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    They  said  somebody  had  been  telling  what  I  had  been  doing. 

Question.  What  was  it? 

Answer.  They  said  I  had  been  talking  some  big  talk. 

Question.  Big  talk  about  what  ? 

Answer.  About  work ;  that  we  were  not  going  to  work  just  then  for  such  a  man. 

Question.  How  many  of  these  Ku-Klux  were  up  at  the  peach-tree? 

Answer.  Five  of  them  were  up  there,  I  believe,  and  two  standing  down  at  the  gate 
down  there. 

Question.  Seven  altogether? 

AnswefT.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  all  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  disguised  men. 

Question.  Were  the  horses  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  never  saw  but  two  horses. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  they  were  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  say. 

Question.  Did  they  say  where  they  came  fronr? 

Answer.  They  said  they  were  just  from  hell. 

Question.  Did  they  say  what  they  were  sent  from  hell  for  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  say.    They  said  they  were  just  from  hell. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  how  you  must  vote  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  say  how  I  must  vote. 

Question.  Did  they  say  anything  about  radicals  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  said  you  had  been  talking  big  talk  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  have  against  this  other  man  that  they  hung  with  you  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what. 

Question.  Did  they  make  any  threats  about  coming  back  again  ? 

Ansiver.  They  said  they  would  come  back  and  see  us  again. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  come  back  again  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  never  came  back.    I  wasn't  there  when  they  came  back. 

Question.  Did  you  leave  there  .soon  afterward  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  leave  for  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  know  but  what  they  might  come  back  again  on  us,  and  I  left  there. 

Question.  How  far  was  that  from  Huntsville  ? 

Answer.  Twelve  miles. 

Question.  Where  did  you  go  to  ? 

Answer.  Down  here. 

Question.  To  Huntsville  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  been  living  here  ever  since  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  is  this  man  that  was  hung  with  you  ? 

Answer.  He  is  up  around  there  now. 

Question.  He  didn't  leave? 
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Answer.  No,  sir  ;  he  didn't  leave  ;  he  is  right  up  there  now. 
Question.  Did  you  ever  see  the  Ku-Klux  at  any  other  time  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  them  a  great  many  times. 
Question.  Where  ? 

Answer.  In  Maury  County,  Tennessee. 
Question.  Before  you  came  here  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  them  by  the  hundreds. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  them  in  Alabama,  except  this  one  time  when  they  Ku- 
Kluxed  you  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  never  saw  them  in  Alabama  before. 
Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  their  Yisiting  colored  people  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Frequently? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  lately. 

Question.  How  long  since  you  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  last  time  ? 
Answer,  I  heard  of  them  last  year,  up  by  Newmarket,  disturbing  some  black  people. 
Question.  Did  you  hear  what  they  were  disturbing  the  black  people  about? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  hear;  it  was  something  about  voting,  I  believe. 
Question.  Have  you  got  anything  else  to  tell  ? 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  believe  not. 

By  Mr.  EiCE : 

Question.  Who  did  you  belong  to  in  Tennessee  ? 
Answer.  Judge  Marchbanks. 
Question.  Did  he  live  in  Giles  County  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


HuNTSviLLE,  Alabama,  October  12, 1971. 

HENRY  KIDD  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  were  you  born  and  raised  ? 

Answer.  In  South  Alabama,  Montgomery. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Madison  County? 

Answer.  Going  on  two  years. 

Question.  What  part  of  Madison  County  ? 

Answer.  Up  here  to  the  left  of  Meridian ville. 

Question.  How  far  from  Huntsville  ? 

Ansiver.  Twelve  miles. 

Question.  On  whose  plantation  ? 

Ansicer.  Mr.  Turner's — Parson  Turner's  son,  Henry  Turner. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  Ku-Klux  while  you  were  living  up  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  day-time,  or  in  the  night  ? 

Answer.  In  the  night-time. 

Question.  How  late  at  night  ? 

Ansiver.  About  12  or  1  o'clock ;  they  got  after  me  there. 

Question.  Were  you  in  your  cabin  at  the  time  ? 

Ariswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  married  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  and  your  wife  abed  and  asleep  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  come  to  your  cabin  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  came  there,  but  they  didn't  get  there  before  I  saw  them. 

Question.  How  many  Were  there  in  the  crowd  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  remember  of  seeing  but  five ;  three  came  down  in  the  yard  and  two 
had  this  young  man,  Aleck.  Marchbanks,  in  the  lane  ;  me  and  him  was  in  the  same 
place ;  by  the  women  disturbing,  being  pestrated,  they  waked  me  up,  and  T  saw  them 
coming  to  my  door,  and  I  ran  out  in  my  drawers,  and  took  my  gun  on  out ;  they  were 
after  my  gun  ;  it  was  the  coldest  night  almost  I  ever  felt. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  ^ 

Answer.  It  was  two  years  ago  in  November. 

Question.  It  will  be  two  years  next  month  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  say  it  was  a  cold  night  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  ^-^  j 
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Question.  Was  the  ground  frozen  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  plowed  up.  I  was  standing  out  two  hours  and  a  half  hefore  they 
left  there-;  they  kept  in  the  road  two  hours  and  a  half. 

Question.  They  didn't  catch  you  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  they  went  to  my  house  twice  ;  they  went  there  after  they  came 
back. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  they  were  after  your  gun  ? 

Answer.  They  told  about  it ;  they  told  it  all  about  the  settlement  that  they  were 
going  to  stop  me  from  hunting  ;  white  people  told  me  I  had  better  sell  it.  The  next 
Saturday  they  came  and  got  several  fellows'  guns  on  the  place  and  broke  them  up,  and 
were  after  mine. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  visit  you  a  second  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    They  came  a  third  time  after  me,  but  they  never  got  my  gun. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  the  second  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  every  time. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  ? 

Answer.  About  twenty,  it  appeared. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  horses  and  everything  else  covered.  You  couldn't  tell  whether 
it  was  a  spirit  or  what  it  was. 

Question.  How  did  you  escape  that  time  ^ 

Answer.  I  was  from  home,  and  was  coming  home,  and  standing  right  in  the  field  in 
the  plantation,  looking  at  them  close  enough  to  see  them. 

Question.  How  late  at  night  was  that  ? 

Answer.  About  twelve  o'clock. 

Question.  How  long  was  that  after  the  first  time  when  they  came  there  ? 

Answer.  About  two  weeks. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  like  those  who  first  came  ? 

Answer.  They  were  always  disguised;  I  never  saw  any  except  disguised. 

Questio7i.  Did  they  go  into  your  house  this  second  time  ? 

A7iswer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  get  off  of  the  horses. 

Question.  Did  they  halt  before  your  house  ? 

Ansiver.  They  halted  at  the  gate,  and  inquired  of  somebody  if  Mr.  Turner  was  there, 
and  he  wasn't  there,  and  they  didn't  stop.    He  was  a  young  man,  and  wasn't  married. 

Question.  Were  they  after  him  ? 

Ansiver.  They  said  they  wanted  to  see  him,  and  they  wrote  a  sign  for  him  on  the 
gate-post. 

Question.  A  notice  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  it  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  ;  I  couldn't  read. 

Question.  Were  they  friendly  or  unfriendly  ? 

A7iswer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  what  the  notice  was  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  never  told  me. 

Question.  They  were  after  Mr.  Turner  that  time  and  not  after  you  ? 

A^iswer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  didn't  pester  me. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  saw  them  a  third  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  after  the  second  time  was  it  that  they  came  again  ? 

Answer.  It  was  on  Christmas,  the  first  Saturday  night ;  I  believe  it  was  a  year  ago 
last  Christmas  ;  the  first  Christmas  day  was  Saturday  ;  it  was  that  night. 

Question.  What  time  of  the  night  did  they  come  then  ? 

Answer.  I  was  about  a  half  a  mile  from  home ;  I  had  been  to  Henry  Turner's 
father's  house ;  they  had  a  store  down  there  ;  I  was  coming  back  ;  there  was  a  hedge- 
fence  all  along,  and  I  had  got  pretty  well  home,  and  I  jumped  down  off  the  mule, 
turned  him  loose,  and  took  the  bridle  and  crept  through  the  hedge  and  went  home  ;  1 
didn't  want  them  to  see  me. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  ride  by  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  the  whistles,  and  the  moon  wa^s  bright  as  day. 

Questio7i.  Could  you  see  them  at  a  distance  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  coming  on  talking  fine  talk  like  they  were  crying. 

Question.  How  many  were  in  the  crowd  ? 

Answer.  Thirty  or  forty ;  they  were  just  marching.  I  know  where  they  went  to. 
They  came  nearly  to  Huntsville,  about  five  or  six  miles  out  here,  and  had  a  dance. 

That  was  the  first  Christmas  night  they  held  a  big  dance  out  here  at  Mr. ,  I  can't 

♦;hink  of  his  name — who  is  a. cousin  of  Mr.  Turner.    I  know  I  could  go  to  his  house. 

^wes/iow.  Did  they  commit  any  mischief  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  appear  to  me  like  they  were  after  any.  I  didn't  let  them 
see  me. 
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Question.  Did  you  hear  of  their  hurting  anybody  that  night  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.    I  know  they  run  me  powerful  one  night. 

Question.  What  night  ? 

Ansiver.  That  first  night,  if  they  had  caught  me,  they  would  have  had  a  rope  around 
my  neck  and  taken  my  gun,  too. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  Ku-Klux  since  that  Saturday  night  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  them  since  in  that  country  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  haven't  seen  them, 

Question.  When  did  you  last  hear  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  The  last  I  heard  was  down  at  Madison  Station,  where  I  live  now. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  The  time  is  not  long ;  it  was  in  the  first  of  spring. 

Question.  Of  this  year  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  at  Madison  Station  ? 

Answer.  They  were  after  some  colored  men  down  there ;  it  was  the  time  of  the  last 
election ;  you  know  what  time  that  was. 

Question.  Was  it  last  fall  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  it  when  they  elected  county  superintendent  of  education,  last  March? 
Ansiver.  I  believe  that  was  the  time ;  that  was  the  last  I  saw. 

Question.  What  were  they  doing  at  Madison  Station  ? 

Answer.  There  came  a  whole  crowd  of  fellows  from  Limestone  County  that  came  up 
to  Madison  Station  to  vote,  and  they  wouldn't  let  them  vote  there,  and  they  got  on 
their  horses  and  came  up  to  Huntsville  to  vote,  and  they  waylaid  the  road  that  night 
for  them  fellows. 

Question.  Were  those  colored  men  who  came  up  here  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  manj  of  them '^ 

An8we}\  Four ;  they  wanted  to  vote  at  Madison  Station,  and  they  wouldn't  let  them 
do  it,  and  they  got  on  their  horses  and  came  up  here  to  vote. 

Question.  And  these  Ku-Klux  waylaid  them  on  their  return  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
.  Question.  Did  they  catch  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  came  right  through  the  plantation  where  I  live ;  they  were 
after  them  that  night ;  they  had  whistles  and  horns,  and  all  kinds  of  music. 

Question,  Do  you  know  how  many  there  were  ? 

Ansiver.  No,v.sir. 

Question.  How  many  whistles  were  there  ? 

Answer.  It  appeared  to  me  like  there  were  five  hundred ;  it  was  the  prettiest  music 
you  ever  saw. 

Question.  That  was  last  spring  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  last  election. 

Question.  Were  the  Ku-Klux  around  pretty  thick  at  the  last  election  through  the 
county,  or  was  this  the  only  case  you  heard  of? 

Answer.  That  was  the  only  case  I  heard  of;  that  was  within  a  mile  of  me. 

Question.  You  didn't  travel  abroad  much  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  nowhere  much,  because  a  black  man  don't  stand  much  to  travel 
unless  he  is  right  on  a  railroad  and  got  money ;  if  a  man  has  a  family  he  has  to 
stand  close  around  and  bo  humble  as  a  dog  or  he  is  eat  up. 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  was  going  on  right  about  where  you  were  living  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  right  around  me. 

Question.  Did  these  men  who  came  on  to  Huntsville  want  to  vote  the  republican 
ticket? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  these  Ku-Klux  wanted  to  prevent  them  from  voting  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  Ku-Klux  wanted  to  prevent  them,  but  the  men 
holding  the  poll  down  there  wouldn't  let  them  vote  until  they  came  on  to  Huntsville. 

Question.  Why  were  their  votes  refused  there  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know ;  they  wouldn't  let  them  vote,  and  they  got  on  their  horses 
and  came  on  to  Huntsville. 
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Hunts viLLE,  Alabama,  October  13, 1871. 

THOMAS  U.  GREEN  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Please  to  state  where  you  reside. 

Answer.  Here  in  Huntsville. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  ? 

Answer.  I  came  here  in  1864.    I  have  resided  in  this  county  all  my  life. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  this  county  of  Madison  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  object  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Green,  is  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  and  this  portion  of  it  especially  now,  in  regard  to  the  security  of 
life,  person  and  property ;  and,  as  you  reside  here,  we  desire  to  ask  you  a  few  questions. 

Answer.  Very  well,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  a  member  of  the  United  States  grand  jury  in  session 
here? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  time  ? 

Ansiver.  I  believe  that  I  have  been  a  member  of  all  the  grand  juries  we  have  had 
since  the  war,  except  the  last. 

Question.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  in  November,  1869  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  your  foreman  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Judge  Charlton. 

Question.  He  has  since  been  killed,  I  believe  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  state  to  the  committee  whether  or  not  indictments  were  found 
under  the  civil-rights  bill  by  that  grand  jury  ? 

Answefi\  There  were,  sir. 

Question.  About  how  many  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  recollect ;  it  has  been  so  long,  and  these  cases  not  having  been 
brought  up  before  the  courts  and  lio' record  of  them,  it  would  be  altogether  guess- 
work. 

Question.  Give  the  number  as  near  as  you  can  remember. 

Answer.  The  number  of  indictments  altogether,  I  think,  would  amount  to  thirty,  or 
upward ;  but  a  great  many  of  those  were  for  illicit  distilling,  perhaps  half  of  them. 

Question.  Were  any  indictments  found  for  homicide  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were,  sir ;  I  know  there  were. 

Question.  You  think  the  entfie  number  amounts  to  about  thirty-odd  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  thirty  or  more. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  became  of  those  indictments  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Question.  Have  the  parties  indicted  ever  been  brought  to  trial  upon  them  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  not.  In  one  case,  I  think  from  Limestone,  the  parties  were  sum- 
moned here  and  the  case  put  off.  I  don't  think  any  other  parties  have  been  brought 
into  court. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  has  become  of  the  indictments  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  a  record  of  them  made  on  the  docket  ?  Were  they  entered  on  the 
docket  ? 

Answer.  The  indictments  were  taken  charge  of  by  the  solicitor  at  the  time. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Ansiver.  Mr.  Southworth.  We  had  a  change  of  solicitors  during  that  court.  South- 
worth  succeeded  Bugby,  and  I  think  that  created  a  confusion  that  might  account  for 
the  mislaying  of  some  indictments. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  presided  over  that  court  ? 

Answer.  Judge  Busteed. 

Question.  You  say  Southworth  was  the  solicitor  on  the  part  of  the  Government? 

Ansiver.  He  was  the  solicitor  the  latter  part  of  the  time.  He  succeeded  Buglfy  dur- 
ing the  time. 

Question.  Were  both  of  them  appointed  by  the  Government  at  Washington  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so.  Bugby  had  been  previously  acting  as  solicitor  here,  and  was 
removed  during  that  term,  and  this  man  Southworth  took  his  place  during  court. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  say  there  were  indictments  for  homicide  found  by  the  grand  jury  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.  _^ 
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Question.  Were  they  against  men  who  were  alleged  to  be  disguised  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  were. 

Question.  Disguised  after  the  manner  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  Ocioler  13, 1871. 
WILLIAM  M.  LOWE  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  has  been  called  at  the  request  of  the  minority,  his 
examination  may  be  conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  State  your  present  place  of  residence.  Colonel. 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  raised,  and  still  live,  in  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

Question.  What  is  your  age  ? 

Ansiver.  I  will  be  thirty  the  16th  of  next  January. 

Question.  What  is  your  business  or  profession  ? 

Answer.  Lawyer. 

Question.  Do  you  practice  law  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  practice  law  here  and  in  this  judicial  circuit,  and  occasionally 
in  Limestone,  the  adjoining  county. 

Question.  What  counties  compose  this  judicial  circuit  ? 

Answer.  Madison,  Marshall,  Johnson,  De  Kalb,  Cherokee,  Blount,  and  I  also  practice 
occasionally  in  Limestone,  which  is  not  in  this  circuit. 

Question.  Were  you  at  any  time  the  solicitor  for  this  district  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was.    I  was  elected  solicitor  in  1865  under  the  Patton  government. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  By  the  legislature  ? 
Ansiver.  By  the  legislature. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  of  prosecuting,  as  solicitor  of  this  district,  an  indictment 
against  a  man  by  the  name  of  Shapard  in  Blount  County? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  same  old  man  Avho  testified  here  the  other  day  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  same  one  I  saw  in  town,  and  I  understood  he  testified  here. 

Question.  Was  his  name  William  Shaphard  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  man. 

Question.  What  was  the  indictment  ? 

Ansiver.  One  was  for  hog-stealing,  and  the  other  for  an  assault  with  intent  to  mur- 
der, or  assault  with  intent  to  kill. 

Question.  Will  you  state  whether  the  defendant  Shapard  made  affidavit  in  either  of 
these  cases  for  a  continuance  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  remember  very  well  of  his  either  making  written  affidavit  or  a 
statement  under  oath  that  Colonel  Davis  here,  my  brother-in-law,  was  his  counsel  for 
the  defense,  which  statement  I  knew  to  be  false,  and  stated  to  the  court  it  was  false. 
He  persisted  in  it.  1  said  that  Colonel  Davis  bad  told  me  that  he  did  not  intend  to  go- 
to Blount  County,  and,  in  reference  to  this  special  case,  that  he  w^ould  not  go,  because 
Shapard  had  not  paid  him  his  fee,  and  he  knew  from  his  character  that  he  would 
not. 

Question.  This  affidavit  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  continuance  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  got  a  continuance  by  it. 

Question.  Was  the  case  ever  finally  tried  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;•  I  never  w^ent  to  that  court  after  tjiat. 

Question.  Was  that  the  case  for  assault  with  intent  to  kill  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  On  what  ground  w^as  the  case  against  him  for  bog-stealing  ended  f 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  not  very  distinct  as  to  that,  but  I  believe  that  the  indict- 
ment passed  off  upon  a  demurrer,  upon  the  ground  that  there  was  no  description  or  no 
ascertainment  of  the  value  of  the  x>roperty  stolen. 

Question.  In  the  indictment  ? 

Answer.  In  the  indictment.  I  think  it  just  said  certain  hogs,  describing  the  hcgs  as 
property  of  so  and  so,  without  assigning  any  value.  I  think  that  was  the  g:  ound 
although  I  am  not  certain. 

Questton.  Did  you  examine  the  witnesses  against  him  in  that  case? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  were  examined  before  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  Did  they  make  the  proof  clear  that  he  had  taken  these  hogs  ? 

Answer.   I  thought  so.    It  was  an  ex-parte  examination,  as  all  examinatio^i^  are  b^ore 
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the  grand  jury,  but  I  had  no  doubt  of  his  guilt.  He  told  me  he  had  been  several  times 
indicted  for  stealing — ho^-stealing  and  sheep-stealing— but  I  do  not  think  he  had  ever 
gotten  up  to  the  dignity  of  horse-stealing. 

Question.  What  was  his  character  and  reputation  for  truth  and  veracity? 

Answer,  Why,  it  was  exceedingly  bad ;  bad  as  could  be. 

Quesiion.  Colonel,  were  you  in  the  army  during  the  war  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  Which  army  ? 

Answer.  In  the  southern  army. 

Question.  Cid  you  serve  through  the  war? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  in  the  first  company  that  left  here  for  Virginia,  in  the  Fourth 
Alabama  Infantry,  and  at  the  first  battle  of  Manassas  I  was  very  badly  wounded  in  the 
side  of  the  head,  and  was  discharged;  I  afterward  entered  the  service  in  the  west, in 
cavalry  ;  I  served  uj)on  General  Withers's  staff  for  a  while ;  upon  General  Clantbn's  staff 
for  a  while — Clanton  of  this  State ;  I  commanded  a  battalion  of  seven  companies ; 
General  Clanton  commanded  a  brigade. 

Question.  The  object  of  the  committee  is,  by  examining  witnesses,  to  ascertain  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  the  South,  the  manner  in  which  the  law  is  enforced,  and  peace 
preserved  in  this  State.  Will  you  inform  the  committee  what  your  opinion  in  regard 
to  that  matter  is  ? 

Answer.  At  this  time  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  think  that,  as  far  as  my  observation  extends,  the  law  is  about  as  well  en- 
forced now  as  it  has  ever  been  in  this  State. 

Question.  Is  the  condition  of  the  country  peaceable  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  public  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  enforcement  of  tJie  law  ? 

Answer.  Ves,  sir ;  I  have  never  known  public  sentiment  more  decidedly  and  gener- 
ally in  favor  of  law  and  order  in  North  Alabama  than'it  is  at  this  time. 

Question.  Do  j^ou  know  anything  about  secret  organizations  that  have  existed  in  this 
region  of  country  since  the  war,  an  organization  known  as  tlie  Loyal  League  and  one 
known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klau  ? 

Answer.  I  never  was  a  member  of  either  of  these  organizations;  I  am  very  confident 
that  both  of  them  existed  here. 

Question.  Will  you  state  briefly  what,  in  your  opinion,  drawn  from  your  observation, 
were  the  objects  and  character  of  each  of  these  organizations? 

Answer.  I  think  that  the  object  of  the  Loyal  League,  as  it  was  called,  judging  from  its 
results,  was  to  unite  the  negro  population  of  this  country  in  a  secret  political  organi- 
zation, for  the  purpose  of  being  used  politically  against  the  native  white  population  of 
the  country.  The  Loyal  League,  as  I  understood  it,  was  organized  here  by  a  set  of 
itinerant,  irresponsible,  worthless  men  from  the  North,  whom  we  designate  carpet- 
baggers, who  came  here  for  political  purposes,  and  who  live  upon  the  strife,  the  pas- 
sion, and  the  prejudices  engendered  by  the  antagonism  of  races.  When  the  League 
was  first  orgauiied,  which  was  shortly  after  the  war,  and  the  people  of  the  South  were 
sore  and  bitter,  and  passionate,  a'nd  in  a  condition  very  likely  to  become  enraged  and 
indignant,  and  this  League  organization  arraying  the  negroes  against  the  whites 
excited  the  whites  so  that  a  portion  of  them  went  to  the  extreme  of  forming  a  counter 
organization,  which  was  known  here  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  as  ait  offset  to  the  League  ; 
I  looked  upon  the  League  as  the  cause,  and  the  Klan  as  the  effect;  the  one  as  the  chill, 
and  the  other  as  the  fever  following  it. 

Question.  Was  there  a  general  sentiment  in  the  country  at  the  time  of  the  banding 
together  of  these  negroes  in  this  League  for  political  purposes,  that  it  was  dangerous  to 
the  life  and  property  of  the  people  of  the  South  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  very  general  apprehension  throughout  the  country  of 
danger  to  society,  and  the  Ku-Klux  were  organized  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  society 
generally.  I  have  never  known  of  any  instance  in  which  the  Ku-Klux  ioterfered  in 
politics  or  took  any  part  in  politics.  I  believe  they  were  composed  exclusively  of 
democrats,  and  ultra  democrats,  but  I  do  not  think  they  were  x>oliticians  ;*  I  think  the 
politicians  of  the  country  were  opposed  to  the  Klan. 

Question.  The  fact  that  they  were  democrats  resulted  from  the  other  fact  that  the 
entire  body  of  the  Whites  were  democrats? 

A^iswer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  upon  the  proposition  submitted  for  the  ratification  or 
rejection  of  the  present  constitution  of  Alabama,  there  was  not  a  score  of  whites  in 
Madison  County  who  voted  in  favor  of  that  constitution  ;  the  whites  were  unanimous 
in  their  support  of  the  democratic  party. 

Quesiion.  When  the  negroes  were  first  liberated  and  banded  together  in  these  Loyal 
Leagues,  were  they  in  the  habit  of  pilfering  to  any  great  extent  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  charged  with  that. 

Question.  Was  there  much  plundering  in  the  country  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  live  in  the  country,  and  they  never  stole  anything  from  me,  but 
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the  courts  were  full  of  such  cases,  and  the  general  charge  was  that  the  country  was 
in  such  a  state  of  insecurity,  and  society  was  so  disturbed,  that  it  was  essential  that 
there  should  be  some  sort  of  patrol,  some  kind  of  guard,  and  I  think  the  Ku-Klux 
Klan,  following  in  the  idea  of  the  old  patrol  of  the  South,  was  originally  organized 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  stealing  and  depredations  of  that  sort  by  the  negroes 
upon  the  whites.  Now  there  was  a  new  court,  a  county  court,  organized  in  the  State 
of  Alabama,  and  that  court  was  filled  with  negroes  all  tbe  time,  constantly  ;  that  court 
was  almost  constantly  in  session,  and  there  were  from  fifty  to  two  hundred  negroes, 
either  witnesses  or  parties,  lying  around  this  court-house  here  all  the  time.  Judge 
Scruggs  was  tbe  presiding  judge  at  first,  then  Judge  Douglass  came  in,  and  a  negro 
thought  he  was  hardly  exactly  free  unless  he  had  a  lawsuit  with  somebody  ;  a  great 
many  of  these  cases  were  of  the  most  frivolous  and  trifling  character,  and  they  got  a 
large  number  of  witnesses  ;  they  being  ignorant  and  unacquainted  with  their  rights  or 
the  manner  of  enforcing  them,  would  get  a  great  many  witnesses  brought  here  and 
bound  over  who  really  knew  nothing  of  the  matters  in  dispute,  and  frequently  the 
matters  of  dispute  were  of  the  most  trivial  and  unimportant  character.  But  there  was 
a  general  impression  in  the  community  tbat  these  trivial  and  light  offenses  could  not 
be  punisbed  in  the  courts,  as  they  were  constituted,  without  a  great  deal  of  trouble  and 
expense,  and  these  disguised  men  concluded  to  take  the  law  in  their  own  hands." 

Question.  Were  there  also  apprehensions  felt  of  violence  on  the  part  of  these  negroes, 
banded  together  in  this  way,  and  especially  were  there  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of 
the  women  ?  * 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  As  far  as  my  opinion  is  concerned,  I  had  a  great  deal  more  confi- 
dence in  the  good  temper  and  good  feeling  of  the  colored  people  than  the  majority  of 
the  white  men  of  the  country,  and  still  have ;  but  it  was  generally  apprehended  in  the 
country  that  there  was  danger  from  outrage  by  straggling  parties  of  negroes  going . 
about  the  country  with  their  guns  at  all  times  of  day  and  night.  They  were  appre- 
hensive of  outrages  being  committed  upon  women  and  children. 

Question.  These  generally  were  the  reasons,  as  you  give  them,  for  the  ouganization  of 
the  counter  plan,  or  body  of  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  my  understanding.  I  never  saw  but  one  body  of  Ku-Klux, 
and  I  suppose  that  body  composed  the  strength  of  tbe  organization  in  Madison  County, 
which  was  the  night  of  the  so-called  riot  here  in  1868. 

Question.  Were  you  present  in  town  during  that  riot  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State,  then,  if  you  please,  as  far  as  you  know,  the  origin  of  that  riot  and  what 
was  done. 

Answer.  I  think  the  origin  of  the  riot  was  that  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  had  been  riding 
about  the  country — that  is  as  I  understood  it.  I  never  saw  them,  but  the  newspapers 
gave  accounts  of  their  whipping  colored  men  about  the  country,  and  threatening  them, 
and  taking  them  out  and  advising  them  how  they  must  conduct  themselves.  I  never 
heard  of  their  advising  them  about  any  political  matter,  but  about  their  personal  de- 
meanor. For  instance,  if  they  heard  a  negro  was  insolent  or  lazy  they  would  tell  him 
he  must  be  respectful  and  industrious.  If  he  had  a  bad  name  for  stealing — and  fre- 
quently when  they  would  steal,  as  is  the  case  now,  the  employer  would  not  report  a 
good  working-hand  ,*  he  will  take  it  out  of  his  wages,  or  compromise  it  with  him  in  some 
way — the  Ku-Klux,  when  they  would  hear  of  these  instances  of  stealing,  would  go  to 
the  negro  and  take  him  out  and  either  whip  him  or  warn  him.  There  had  been  a  good 
deal  of  sentiment  in  the  town  among  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  party  in  opposition 
to  the  Ku-Klux,  and  denunciations  of  the  Ku-Klux  through  the  Huntsville  Democrat 
and  the  Huntsville  Independent,  two  democratic  papers.  They  had  first  looked  upon 
it,  when  reported  in  the  Tennessee  papers,  as  a  myth,  or  as  some  piece  of  fun  by  boys. 
They  said  they  were  the  confederate  dead,  who  had  risen  from  their  graves  and  were 
riding  through  the  land  at  night  upon  phantom  horses  and  in  shadowy  forms;  that 
they  were  incapable  of  being  wounded  ;  that  they  could  drink  great  barrels  or  buckets 
of  water.  I  met  an  old  negro  who  told  me  that  one  of  them,  riding  at  the  head,  drank 
about  three  large  horse-buckets  of  water  in  his  presence.  The  x^ublic  sentiment  of  the 
community  denounced  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux,  and  they  were  threatened. 
The  general  idea  or  opinion  of  the  community  was  that  the  military  would  fire  up6u 
them  if  they  came  into  town,  and  that  the  negroes  would  fire  upon  them  if  they  came 
into  town,  and  in  a  species  of  bravado,  as  I  understood  it,  they  came  into  town  that 
night,  I  think  there  were  about  or  over  a  hundred — say  a  hundred  and  twenty-five, 
I  am  a  pretty  good  judge  of  cavalry.  They  were  estimated  as  high  as  five  hundred, 
but  there  were  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  at  the  most,  general. 

Question.  That  mistake  is  very  often  made  by  persons  unaccustomed  to  cavalry  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir.  General  Clantoh's  command,  which  was  at  times  not  a  tl^ou- 
sand,  wohld  be  estimated  at  five  or  ten  thousand.  They  came  in  and  rode  around  the 
court-house,  where  the  lepublican  meeting  was  being  held. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^-^  j 
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Question.  Did  yon  see  fhem  when  tliey  came  in  ? 

Ansuwr.  No,  sir;  I  did  not  see  them  nntil  they  were  on  the  east  side  of  the  court- 
house, passing  down  toward  the  market-house,  where  they  formed  in  line  of  battle.  I 
had  as  good  a  chance  as  anybody  for  personal  observation,  and  I  had  a  better  chance 
to  get  at  the  facts  from  the  circumstance  that  I  took  the  testimony  of  a  great  many 
witnesses.  I  was  the  solicitor,  and  it  was  my  duty  to  do  it.  I  talked  freely  with  the 
civil  and  military  authorities,  and  acted  in  conjunction  with  Captain  Richardson,  who 
was  my  partner,  in  taking  the  testimony  both  of  citizens  and  soldiers. 

Quesiion.  Did  you  take  any  testimony  of  negroes  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir.  I  guess  there  were  about  thirty  or  forty  witness.  There  were 
about  seventy  in  all,  and  I  think  at  least  two-thirds  of  them  were  negroes.  The  firing, 
when  the  Ku-Klux  had  passed  almost  entirely  around  the  court-house,  commenced  at 
the  north  door  of  the  court-house  and  was  directed  northward.  Judge  Thurlow  was 
killed  at  the  north  gate ;  he  was  shot  and  afterward  died.  He  stated  to  his  carpet-bag- 
friends  in  town  that  he  was  killed  by  his  friends  and  killed  accidentally.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  is  true,  not  the  slightest.  Neither  do  I  doubt  that  the  negro  that  was  sitting  ur)on 
the  steps  of  the  Democrat  office  was  also  killed  accidentally.  He  was  a  boy.  He  was 
shot  through  the  heart  and  died  immediately.  They  were  the  only  parties  killed.  Two 
white  men  and  one  negro  were  wounded,  besides  a  white  man  and  negro  that  were 
killed.  The  Ku-Klux  did  not  fire  a  gun.  They  did  not  move  from  their  statue-like 
bearing  upon  their  horses.  They  formed  in  line  of  battle  when  the  firing  commenced 
upon  Market  street.  I  saw  General  Ruger  and  some  of  his  officers  upon  the  hotel  bal- 
cony and  spoke  to  them  while  the  Ku-Klux  were  passing  around  the  court-house. 
General  Ruger  and  some  member  of  his  staif  commented  upon  the  admirable  manner  in 
which  they  deployed  into  line,  and  their  general  movement  and  bearing,  and  I  think 
General  Ruger  said  that  there  was  no  law  to  prohibit  it ;  that  it  was  very  absurd,  but 
there  was  no  law,  Federal  or  State,  against  men  masquerading  at  that  time  upon  horse- 
back at  night ;  nor  was  there  any  statute  in  this  State  at  the  time  upon  the  subject. 

Question.  Was  there  a  meeting  going  on  here  in  the  court-house  at  that  time  ? 

A7isiver.  Y^:s,  sir ;  there  had  been  a  meeting  going  on.  I  think  it  commenced  that 
afternoon,  and  may  have  been  all  day. 

Question.  It  was  a  radical  meeting — republican  meeting  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Composed  almost  entirely  of  negroes  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir;  principally  of  negroes,  in  the  day-time.  The  meeting  outside  was 
composed  of  whites  and  blacks.  The  meeting  here  in  the  court-houvse  at  night  (I  was 
not  here  myself,  but  I  understood  from  my  brother  and  brother-in-law,  Colonel  Davis) 
was  composed  in  a  great  degree  of  negroes. 

Question  In  the  court-house  ? 

Ansiver.  In. the  court-house. 

Question.  There  was  a  large  number  of  jyersons,  white  and  black,  congregated  around 
the  square? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Gathered  to  witness  this  parade,  or  for  what  purpose  ? 

Ansive)\  1  do  not  know  what  the. purpose  was.  When  I  got  on  the  square,  I  think  the 
first  gun,  I  am  very  confident  the  first  T)istol,  was  fired  before  I  got  on  the  square ;  but 
early  in  the  night,  an  hour  or  so  before  they  came  in,  there  was  a  considerable  crowd 
of  whites  and  blacks  on  the  square. 

Question,  Within  the  square,  or  on  the  pavements  around? 

Answer.  On  the  Commercial  Row.  This  whole  space  here  we  call  the  square,  and  by 
the  square,  I  mean  to  include  the  court-house  and  Commercial  Row. 

Question.  Who  were  the  white  men  who  were  wounded  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Cox,  the  only  man  I  ever  suspected  of  being  a  Ku-Klux,  was  one.  I 
thought  he  was  just  the  sort  of  a  man  that  would  take  delight  in  that  kind  of  an  organ- 
ization— a  noisy,  talkative,  blatant  fellow. 

Question.  He  was  shot? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  shot  right  through  the  head. 

Question.  Was  it  known  by  whom  he  was  shot? 

Ansiver.  His  impression  was  that  an  old  man  by  the  name  of  Roper  shot  him. 

Question.  A.  wQgvo'^. 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  My  impression  was  that  he  shot  Roper.  They  were  both  indicted 
for  the  murder  of  Thurlow. 

Question.  And  Roper  was  shot  also  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question  lie  is  the  same  old  negro  who  has  been  examined  by  the  committee  ? 

Ans\ve}\  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  one.  I  subsequently  acted  as  his  attorney  in  defending 
him.  At  that  time  I  was  the  solicitor  and  was  j)rosecuting.  Subsequently,  when  I 
went  out  of  office,  I  defended  him  and  Charley  Hale,  a  negro,  and  Milton  Martin^  a. 
negro. 

Question,  What  became  of  the  indictment  ? 
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Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  lingered  on  until,  I  believe,  at  last  court,  or  court  before 
last,  the  solicitor  not  being  able  to  do  anything  with  them,  these  negroes  being  con- 
stantly brought  here  at  great  expense  to  the  county,  (for  a  great  many  were  witnesses,) 
that  he  made  a  motion  to  dismiss  them,  made  a  motion  for  a  nolle  prosequi  before  the 
court,  and  they  were  dismissed  and  the  whole  thing  was  ended. 

Question.  What  was  your  impression,  colonel,  from  what  you  saw,  and  from  the  evi- 
dence taken  by  you  and  Mr,  Kichardson,  and  from  what  came  under  your  observation 
before  the  grand  jury  and  the  trials  of  these  cases,  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  disturb- 
ance or  riot  ? 

Ansiver.  I  really  thought  that  the  coming  in  of  the  Ku-Klux  was  the  proximate 
cause  of  it.  I  thought  that  the  firing  of  the  negroes  from  the  court-house — a  panic 
seized  them ;  they  had  all  been  listening  to  very  inflammatory , addresses  here ;  a  drunken 
blacksmith,  a  trifling  fellow,  made  a  furious  Incendiary  speech  here  ;  I  did  not  hear 
the  speech ;  I  heard  his  voice  and  heard  accounts  of  his  speech 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  was  that  ? 

Answer.  I  have  forgotten  his  name ;  I  have  been  trying  to  recall  it. 

Question.  Was  it  Sheets  ? 

Ans%ve}\  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  it  a  colored  man  ? 

Answei\  No,  sir ;  a  white  man.  He  ran  away  from  here.  I  do  not  think  he  ever  was 
seen  here.  I  have  no  idea  that  Mr.  Sheets  indorsed,  indeed,  1  know  he  did  not  endorse, 
that  harangue.  That  man  invited  the  negroes  to  fire  upon  the  Ku-Klux,  and  waylay 
and  ambush  them,  and  all  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  . 

Question.  Was  there  any  evidence  taken  by  you  in  reference  to  the  tenor  of  his 
speech  ? 

Ansiver.  O,  yes,  sir  ,*  we  took  evidence  to  that  effect.  The  negroes,  prior  to  the  com- 
ing in  of  the  Ku-Klux,  had  gone  out  on  the  Pinhook  Bridge  to  ambush  or  waylay  the 
Ku-Klux,  if  they  came  in  that  way.  They  had  also  gone  out  on  the  North  or  Meridian- 
ville  pike — a  party  of  twenty -five  or  thirty  negroes  in  a  band  ;  it  may  be  more  or  may 
be  less.  One  of  these  men  I  defended — Charley  Hale.  The  defense  I  intended  to  make 
for  him  was  this,  and  I  could  prove  it  conclusively  by  white  and  black :  It  was  noto- 
rious that  early  in  the  evening,  before  the  Ku-Klnx  came  in,  and  possibly  at  the  time 
or  before  the  night  meeting  of  the  negroes  in  the  court-house,  he  had  gone  out  on  the 
Meridianville  pike,  with  guns  and  pistols,  to  waylay  the  Ku-Klux,  but  his  crowd  had 
gotten  demoralized.  Their  excitement  had  died  out,  and  they  had  gotten  demoralized 
and  came  back;  but  he  himself  did  not  come  back  to  the  square  at  all,  but  went  to  his 
home.    That  was  the  defense  I  intended  to  make  for  him. 

Question.  To  show  that  he  was  not  present  at  the  riot  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  show  that  he  could  not  have  killed  Thurlow,  and  had  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  for  he  was  not  present.  I  think  Milton  Martin,  who  is  in  town  here,  and 
can  be  examined  by  the  committee,  for  he  is  employed  by  the  city  or  corporation,  was 
in  one  of  those  parties.  I  do  not  know  it.  I  think  the  defense  I  intended  to  make  for 
him  was  that  he  was  not  present  when  the  firing  was  done,  and  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

Question.  That  he  had  gone  out  on  one  of  these  detachments  to  waylay  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  prevent  their  coming  in. 

Question.  It  was  understood  that  they  were  coming  in  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ,*  I  had  understood  it  in  the  afternoon.  It  was  rumored  in  the  town 
they  were  coming  in.  I  do  not  know  how  I  understood  it.  This  blacksmith  was  a 
carpet-bagger,  and  a  drunken,  dissipated  fellow.  He  was  haranguing  the  negroes  here 
when  the  report  came  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  coming  into  town,  and  he  invited  them 
to  fire  upon  the  Ku-Klux.  He  made  them  a  very  incendiary  and  violent  harangue 
upon  that  subject.  Mind  you,  at  tbat  time  there  was  no  law,'State  or  Federal,  against 
the  organization  of  disguised  men.  There  was  a  law,  of  course,  against  their  taking 
men  out  and  whipping  them,  against  their  committing  outrages,  but  there  was  no  law 
against  the  organization,  against  men  merely  peaceably  riding  through  the  community. 
General  Ruger  was  here  with  ample  force  to  have  arrested  these  men  if  he  had  had  any 
authority  of  law  to  do  it.  He  took  the  ground  that  they  had  a  right. to  ride  through 
the  town.  I  never  have  heard  that  anybody  charged  them  with  having  fired  a  gun,  or 
that  a  gun  was  fired  at  them. 

Question.  The  firing  did  not  take  place  until  they  had  actually  ridden  off  of  the 
square  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  they  were  off'  of  the  square  before  there  was  any  firing.  I  am  not 
certain  of  that.    I  am  very  confident  that  they  did  not  regard  that  any  guns  were 
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fired  at  them,  and  certainly  did.  not  fire  themselves.  Mr.  Sheets  had  spoken  in  the 
afternoon.  Mr.  Sheets,  it  seems,  had  been  visited  by  the  Ku-Klux  down  at  Florence, 
abont  two  weeks  before,  and  they  had  given  him  a  very  solemn  and  terrible  warning 
against  the  character  of  his  speeches,  and  he  had  x>romised  that  in  the  fature  ii<J 
would  be  more  parliamentary.  He  told  me  this  himself.  He  was  under  some  appre* 
heusion  for  his  j)er8onal  safety  that  night.  I  told  him  I  did  not  think  he  was  in  the 
slightest  danger.  I  knew  him  as  a  boy.  I  had  known  •  him  as  a  Douglas  speaker.  I 
was,  as  a  college  youth,  a  very  enthusiastic  supporter  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  and 
Sheets  had  been  baclly  treated  by  the  confederates  during  the  war.  He  was  a  crippled 
man.    He  had  been  arrested,  charged  with  treason. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  He  had  been  imprisoned  for  some  time,  had  he  not? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  imprisoned  in  Montgomery.  I  visited  him  in  Montgomery,  and  was 
warmly  on  his  side.  I  thought  if  there  was  a  man  in  the  community  w^ho  had  cause 
to  complain  of  the  confederates,  he  was  that  man.  I  think  so  yet.  I  think  he  is  a 
kind-hearted,  good  man.  I  do  not  think  he  is  a  bitter  or  malicious  man.  His  speech 
that  afternoon,  I  think,  was  a  very  bad  speech.  I  think  it  was  well  calculated  to 
array  the  negroes  against  the  white  people. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  promise  which  he  made  to  the  Ku-Klux  in 
Florence  ? 

Answer.  The  character  of  the  promise  was  to  this  effect :  They  asked  him,  "  Have  we 
done  anything  to  you  ?  Have  we  ever  interfered  with  you  ?"  He  said,  "  No."  They 
said,  "  Do  you  know  of  our  ever  having  mufdered  anybody  ?"  He  said,  "  I  do  not." 
"  Or  of  robbing  anybody  f  And  they  went  on  to  explain  to  him  that  their  purpose 
was  to  maintain  the  conservative  element  of  society  ;  and  they  told  him  that  it  would 
be  a  great  deal  better  for  him — not  knowing  anytjiing  about  their  organization — a  great 
deal  safer  and  better  for  him  to  attend  to  his  own  business  and  not  denounce  them,  as 
he  had  denounced  them,  as  assassins,  and  murderers,  and  thieves.  He  had  compared 
them  to  Murrell's  gang.  He  said  that  was  all  in  a  political,  pickwickiau  sense  ;  that 
he  did  not  know  anything  about  them,  and  that  for  the  future  he  would  be  more 
guarded  in  his  language ;  that  he  did  not  intend  to  make  but  one  more  speech  in  the 
canvass,  and  in  that  speech  he  would  not  refer  to  them  in  the  terms  he  had  used  there- 
tofore. He  came  up  here  and  told  me  he  had  no  idea  of  making  the  sort  of  a  speech  he 
had,  but  he  was  an  excitable  man,  and  became  excited,  and  went  off  in  the  same  strain, 
making  political  capital,  making  the  negroes  think  the  white  people  had  gone  into  the 
Ku-Klux  Klan  for  the  purpose  of  outraging  and  murdering  them. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  the  condition  of  society,  in  the  disorganization  which 
followed  the  war,  and  the  casting  adrift  upon  society  of  the  soldiers,  and  the  turning 
loose  of  the  negroes  from  their  former  masters,  to  excite  apprehension  and  serve  as  a 
I)retext  for  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  thought  so.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  was  any  remedy 
for  these  evils.  Indeed,  we  could  see  that  the  negroes,  being  suddenly  liberated,  showed 
in  all  their  conduct  a  bearing  that  they  mistook  license  for  liberty  ;  they  would  come 
to  political  meetings  with  their  arms ;  they  would  sometimes  get  drunk  and  you  would 
see  occasional  instances  of  their  returning  home  firing  their  arms  off  at  night*;  using 
threatening  language  towards  the  whites,  towards  *'  rebels  "  and  "  democrats."  Well, 
the  rebels  and  democrats  included  the  whole  body  of  the  white  people  of  the  country, 
and  the  people  who  lived  in  the  country  away  from  the  little  towns — white  families  of 
two  or  three,  surrounded  by  hundreds  of  negroes — were  apprehensive.  After  a  great 
civil  convulsion,  such  as  ours  was,  the  laws  were  not  enforced  as  they  had  been.  The 
whole  foundations  of  society  were  broken  up  ;  tliat  was  the  excuse  given  for  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan.  I  regarded  it  then,  as  I  regard  it  now,  as  possibly  a  tem- 
porary remedy  for  these  evils,  but  it  was  very  much  like  quack  medicine— while  it 
would  cure  the  special  disease  it  would  infect  the  body  politic  and  injure  the  whole 
constitution.  I  was  a  member  of  the  democratic  State  committee,  chairman  of  the 
democratic  congressional  committee,  and  chairman  of  the  democratic  county  commit- 
tee, and  I  know  that  the  sentiment  of  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  party — of  the  de- 
mocratic politicians  throughout  the  State — was  hostile  to  the  organization  of  the  Ku- 
Klux  Klan. 

Question.  I  observe.  Colonel  Lowe,  in  the  dispatches  that  come  to  us  now  detailing 
the  awful  calamity  which  has  just  fallen  upon  the  city  of  Chicago,  that  in  the  midst 
of  thig  distress  there  were  some  persons  who  gave  themselves  up  to  robbery  and  plun- 
der, and  that  the  people  have  taken  the  law  into  their  own  hands  and  put  them  to 
death.  Was  there  any  similtude  in  the  case  of  which  we  are  now  speaking  after  all  the 
disorganization  of  the  war  and  the  calamities  which  had  fallen  upon  this  country,  and 
in  the  silence  of  the  laws  and  inefficiency  of  their  officers — was  there  some  excuse,  or  a 
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similar  excuse,  for  these  attempts  to  preserve  order  in  that  case  to  which  I  have 
alluded  ? 

Answer,  I  think  so,  sir.  The  justification  or  excuse  which  was  given  for  the  orgauiz 
ation  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  was,  that  it  was  essential  to  preserve  society ;  they  thought 
after  such  a  civil  convulsion  as  we  had  had  in  this  country,  the  feebleness  with  which 
the  laws  were  executed,  the  disturbed  state  of  society,  it  was  necessary  that  there 
should  be  some  patrol  of  the  sort,  especially  for  the  country  districts  outside  of  town ; 
that  it  had  been  a  legal  and  recognized  mode  of  preserving  the  x^eace  and  keeping  order 
in  the  former  condition  of  these  States. 

Question.  The  patrol? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  patrol  had  been  a  recognized  legal  method  of  preserving  the  peace  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  it  was,  therefore,  natural  that  it  should  be  resumed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  To  give  you  some  idea  of  it :  I  never  belonged  to  any  secret  organ- 
ization except  the  Masons,  and  then  only  temporarily ;  but  in  186B,  during  these  dis- 
turbances, at  every  political  meeting  there  were  the  gravest  apprehensions  of  a  general 
riot,  and,  knowing  the  temper  and  character  of  the  white  people  of  this  county,  I  knew 
that  if  one  respectable  white  man  at  one  of  these  public  meetings,  whether  he  was 
drunk  or  sober,  whether  he  was  right  or  wrong,  if  he  was  murdered  or  killed  at  one  of 
these  political  meetings,  by  the  negroes,  it  would  be  supposed  that  he  was  killed  by 
the  minions  of  the  Loyal  League,  and  his  death  would  be  promptly  and  dreadfully 
avenged  upon  the  occasion.  Consequently,  upon  conference  with  a  number  of  the  i  o- 
berest  and  best  men  of  the  community,  we  had  a  meeting  one  night  at  my  office,  and  I 
proposed  the  secret  organization  of^ome  fifty  gentlemen  of  known  character  and  intel- 
ligence and  courage  in  this  community.  •  Captain  Richardson  was  one  of  the  parties  to 
whom  I  spoke.  He  was  present.  Mr.  Risen,  the  banker  here,  was  another.  Mr.  Steele 
was  another.  The  title  of  this  organization  was  the  ^'  Order  of  Peace."  We  discussed 
it,  and  agreed  that  we  should  never,  under  any  circumstances,  go  to  any  political 
meeting  with  arms,  and  we  should  encourage  that  idea  among  the  whites,  and  when^ 
ever  anybody,  white  oi;  black,  drew  any  arms  at  a  public  meeting,  we  would  immedi- 
ately, by  an  understanding  among  ourselves,  seize  him,  take  his  arms  away  from  him, 
and  turn  him  .over  to  the  civil  authorities.  We  discussed  that  matter  for  some  time; 
some  of  them  favored  it,  and  some  of  them  thought  it  impracticable,  and  were  afraid 
of  getting  into  .trouble.  The  community  had  gotten  selfish.  There  were  a  few  bold, 
patriotic  men  who  were  willing  to  put  themselves  to  trouble  for  the  sake  of  society, 
but  the  general  feeling  was  ^'  don't  care  a  damn  what  happens,"  so  that  it  did  not  happen 
to  them ;  and  the  organization  broke  through.  The  name  of  it  was  the  Order  of  Peace. 
We  were  to  solemnly  pledge  ourselves  not  to  bear  arms  under  any  circumstances,  to  pre- 
vent any  disturbance  whatever  at  public  meetings,  and  to  sacrifice  ourselves,  if  necessary, 
to  that  purpose.  I  was  a  little  ahead  of  my  party  in  this  county  on  the  subject  of  negro 
sufirage.  I  regarded  it  then  as  I  regard  it  now,  as  a  prolific  source  of  evil.  Nob^y 
that  is  familiar  with  the  writings  of  the  fathers — men  Jhat  I  regard  as  the  greatest 
as  well  as  the  best  men  who  ever  made  a  government — can  fail  to  see  that 
they  thought  that  republican  government,  of  all  governments  in  the  world,  should  bo 
necessarily  based  upon  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  people  ;  and  when  this  vast 
sluice  of  ignorance  and  vice  was  opened,  and  this  numerous  population  that  had  been 
laboring  under  the  degrading  iutiuences  of  slavery  from  time  immemorial,  and  that 
never  had  evolved  anything  of  their  own  motion,  the  idea  of  giving  the  ballot,  the 
highest  privilege  of  American  citizenship,  to  them,  we  thought  exceedingly  dangerous 
to  society  ;  but  when  we  took  a  retrospect,  and  considered  the  result  of  our  defeat  in 
the  war,  I  regarded  negro  citizenship  and  negro  suffrage  as  inevitable  in  some  form, 
just  as  I  regard  it  now  as  irreversible.  Believing  that,  and  hoping  to  make  the  most 
of  circumstances,  I  got  the  executive  committee  together,  and  made  a  proposition  to 
send  to  Tennessee  and  get  some  negroes  to  address  the  negroes  down  here,  to  talk  to 
them  upon  political  subjects,  and  upon  their  duties  to  society.  Two  of  the  committee 
opposed  it  bitterly,  and  two  favored  it.  There  were  five  of  us,  and  I  cast  the  deciding 
vote  in  favor  of  it  and  telegraphed  to  Nashville,  to  a  gentleman  there,  to  get  Elias  Polk, 
the  old  body-servant  of  President  Polk,  and  Joe  Williams,  who  had  been  a  negro  officer 
in  the  Federal  Army.  I  thought  we  would  get  a  native  democratic  negro  and  a  northern 
democratic  negro  and  bring  them  down  here.  We  brought  them  here.  I  took  them 
to  my  office  and  treated  them  with  the  greatest  kindness  and  distinction.  Old  Elias 
Polk  was  the  very  prince  of  colored  gentlemen.  He  had  the  manners  and  bearing  of 
the  old  regime.  Joe  Williams  was  a  man  of  better  education,  and  probably  better 
intellectual  powers,  but  he  was  not  near  such  a  speakei ;  he  was  not  near  such  a^  man. 
Pie  did  not  have  the  courage  and  pure  common  sense  that  old  Elias  had.,  Well,  Ex-Gov- 
ernor Brown  spoke  in  the  morning  amidst  the  most  intense  excitement — more  intense,  1 
believe,  than  I  have  ever  witnessed  before  or  since  at  any  political  meeting.  He  is  a 
very  eloquent  man,  and  roused  the  white  people  to  the  very  highest  pitch  of  excite- 
ment.   I  remember  his  eulogy  upon  General  Blair,  his  personal  character  and  services 
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to  the  Union  in  the  war.  He  was  interrux)tecl  at  the  time  by  the  negroes — insultingly 
and  violently  interrupted  by  some  of  them.  My  brotlier-in-law,  Colonel  Davis,  arose 
*in  the  crowd,  thinking,  from  his  personal  influence  with  the  white  people,  and  his  re- 
publican views  being  known  to  the  negroes — he  being  a  Grant  man — that  he  might 
restore  good  feeling  in  the  crowd ;  but  his  purpose  was  misunderstood,  and  great  ex- 
citement arose.  They  thought  it  was  his  purpose  to  interrupt  Governor  Brown,  and  a 
number  of  pistols  were  drawn,  some  by  negroes  and  some  by  whites — principally  by 
whites:  The  negroes,  when  the  pistols  were  drawn,  mostly  scattered  and  ran  to  the 
other  end  of  the  court-house  yard.  I  ran  out  in  the  crowd  to  get  to  Mr.  Davis.  Gen- 
eral Forrest  and  General  O'Neal  and  others  got  around  him.  We  finally  got  the  crowd 
pacified,  but  we  came  very  near  having  a  very  serious  matter  of  it.  Governor  Brown 
went  on  with  his  speech,  and  told  the  negroes  they  had  very  much  misconceived  him, 
and  spoke  very  kindly  to  them  and  of  them,  and  finally  the  meeting  passed  off  without 
any  further  trouble.  In  the  evening  Elias  Polk  and  Joe  Williams  addressed  the  col- 
ored people,  both  of  them  taking  the  ground  that  they  had  been  made  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  in  proper  time  they  would  be  given  the  privilege  of  voting. 

They  had  already  voted  here  under 

Question.  Reconstruction  ? 

Ansiver.  These  so-called  acts  of  Congress ;  but  they  both  took  the  ground  that  the 
citizens  were  the  sole  judges  of  the  propriety  of  giving  them  the  right  of  suffrage,  and 
that  it  was  not  a  matter  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress  ;  very  good  democratic 
doctrine.  Both  of  them  said  they  wanted  the  right  of  suffrage,  but  they  did  not  want 
it  at  the  expense  of  the  Constitution  of  their  country.  Old  Elias  said  he  had  been  for 
sixteen  years  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  the  earlier  and  purer  days  of  the 
country,  before  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags  were  known  ;  that  he  had  also  been  in 
the  position  of  chief  magistrate  of  the  United  States,  and  talked  as  if  his  personality 
had  been  absorbed  in  that  of  his  master.  President  Polk.  He  spoke  with  a  great  deri.l 
of  unction  and  authority  to  the  negroes.  Joe  Williams  told  them  of  his  services  in 
behalf  of  their  race  in  the  war ;  that  he  had  fought  for  their  liberty,  and  that  he  would 
do  it  again  ;  that  he  was  proud  of  his  record,  and  he  would  not  tell  them  a  lie.  They 
would  interrupt  him  by  telling  him  he  had  gone\over  to  the  democrats,  and  turned 
rebel,  and  that  sort  of  remarks.  That  night — they  were  boarding,  or  rather  they  were 
the  guests  at  the  house  of  a  very  intelligent  colored  man  here  named  Albert  Bentley — 
and  that  night  the  house  was  assaulted  with  rocks,  and  some  of  us  went  down  there  to 
protect  them;  they  both  told  me  next  day  they  thought  this  was  a  rocky  road  to 
travel  for  democratic  negroes  ;  that  the  negroes  here  were  completely  blinded  by  passion 
and  prejudice,  and  altogether  under  the  dominion  of  the  League ;  that  they  were  afraid 
to  take' any  part  with  the  democratic  party  ;  some  of  them  had  told  them  that  they 
were  democrats,  but  they  wanted  them  to  keep  it  to  themselves ;  that  it  was  a  confi- 
dential disclosure ;  that  they  would  not  be  safe  if  it  were  known  that  they  were  demo- 
crats. 

Question.  Somel  of  the  negroes  had  told  him  so  ? 

Answar.  Yes,  sir  ;  some  of  i^he  negroes,  and  I  have  been  repeatedly  told  that  myself 
by  negroes. 

Question.  Is  it  safe  for  a  negro  to  espouse  the  democratic  cause? 
Ansivcr.  I  do  not  think  it  is  exactly  safe ;  I  think  it  is  safer  now  in  this  county  than 
it  has  been ;  during  the  last  canva^ss  I  organized  two  negro  democratic  clubs,  the  whitep 
pledging  them  that  they  would  stand  by  them  to  the  bitter  end,  and  that  they  should 
not  be  disturbed  or  molested  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  right  to  vote. 
Question.  It  required  this  assurance? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  made  strenuous  efforts  all  the  time.  Now  a  number  of  negroes 
always  vote  [democratic]  in  town — the  more  intelligent  ones — ^but  they  never  want  it 
known,  and  always  deny  it  to  the  other  negroes ;  there  were  a  very  few  of  them ;  I  do 
not  know  but  two  in  this  town  that  I  ever  knew  to  admit  it  to  negroes,  and  they  were 
men  of  most  approved  personal  courage. 

Question.  Has  the  condition  of  affairs,  in  respect  to  peace  and  good  order  of  your 
county  and  in  the  circuit  in  which  you  practice,  improved  within  the  last  two  years? 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  law"  and  order  prevails  here  as  much  as  any  country  in 
the  world — as  much  so  as  it  has  ever  prevailed ;  I  think  that  is  the  universal  opinion ; 
that  is  the  statement  repeatedly  made  in  the  last  twelve  months  in  the  Huntsville 
Advocate. 

Question.  Is  this  caused,  in  a  great  measure,  by  the  public  sentiment  of  the  better 
classes  of  the  people  of  the  State,  and  by  the  improved  condition  of  affairs  since  the 
administration  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  government  really  elected  by  the  people 
of  Alabama  ? 

Ansiver,  I  think  it  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  people  of  Alabama  regard  the  present 
government  as  a  legal  State  government,  and  the  administration  of  it  as  in  the  hands 
of  their  own  people  in  a  great  degree. 

Question.  Was  there  much  dissatisfaction  with  the  inauguration  of  your  first  State 
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government  under  the  reconstruction  acts,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  it  Tvas  imjposecl 
upon  the  people  of  the  State  against  their  will  by  act  of  Congress  ? 

Answer,  There  was  the  greatest  dissatisfaction ;  we  had  a  State  government  here, 
under  Governor  Patton,  that  answered  all  the  purposes  of  the  people ;  it  had  been 
elected  by  the  people ;  they  were  honest,  good  men,  intelligent  men,  known  to  the 
people,  and  we  were  going  on  improving  our  material  condition  after  the  war,  when 
the  reconstruction  measures  came,  overturned  that  government  and  pi\t  a  government 
upon  us,  a  constitution  not  made  by  the  people,  a  set  of  officers  not  elected  by  the 
people.  We  were  told  by  Congress  that  if  we  did  not  want  that  constitution  ;  that  if 
a  majority  of  us  did  not  want  it,  and  would  not  vote  for.it,  we  should  not  have  it ; 
well,  a  majority  did  not  vote  for  it,  and  certainly  did  not  want  it,  and  yet  Congress 
put  it  upon  us. 

Question.  It  was  defeated  according  to  the  terms  of  the  law  of  Congress  itself? 

Ansiver.  It  was ;  it  was  defeated  according  to  the  declaration  of  General  Meade,  who 
was  the  military  supervisor  of  election,  the  commandant  of  this  district.  Now,  Con- 
gress said  nothing  about  officers,  but  when  that  State  convention  met  at  Montgomery 
to  reconstruct  the  State  they  not  only  made  a  constitution,  but  they  put  out  a  set  of 
officers. 

Question.  Ordered  an  election  for  officers  ? 

Answer.  They  ordered  an  election  for  officers,  and,  in  a  great  degree,  the  men  that 
constituted  the  constitutional  convention  organized  themselves  into  a  political  con- 
vention, and  nominated  William  H.  Smith,  and  Applegate,  and  that  set  of  officers, 
under  this  constitution.  Well,  the  people  of  the  State — it  is  all  history,  everybody 
knows  it — determined  that,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  the  most  feasible  way  of  defeat- 
ing that  constitution  was  to  stay  away  from  the  polls. 

Question.  Abstain  from  voting  ? 

Ansioer.  Abstain  from  voting ;  and  the  white  people,  with  a  unanimity  unparalleled  in 
ancient  or  modern  times,  staid  away  from  the  polls,  in  compliance  with  what  they 
thought  was  the  solemn  declaration  of  Congress,  in  order  to  defeat  that  constitution. 
It  was  the  most  infamous  and  odious  constitution  ever  proposed  to  a  civilized  commu- 
nity, and  we  regarded  it  as  the  most  harassing  and  detestable  outrage  that  could  pos- 
sibly be  inflicted  upon  our  people — the  imposition  of  the  State  government  upon  us 
under  this  constitution. 

Question.  Am  I  correct  in  supposing  that  at  the  same  time  a  full  set  of  officers — 
county  and  State — were  voted  for,  the  democrats  abstaining  entirely  from  voting  upon 
them  ? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir*  in  the  great  majority  of  the  counties  of  the  State — I  believe,  with 
gome  three  or  four  exceptions — the  democratic  party  made  no  nominations  at  all,  and 
the  white  people  abstained  from  the  polls. 

Question.  All  these  officers  went  into  office  under  this  constitution  when  it  was 
declared  absolutely  adopted  by  Congress  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  that  constitution  was  put  upon  us 
at  length.  I  was  in  Washington  at  the  time,  and  I  know  that  the  understanding  there 
among  the  democrats  was  that  Mr.  Stevens — Thad.  Stevens — and  men  who  had  some 
conscience  left,  would  refuse  to  put  that  constitution  upon  us  and  w^ould  not  go  back 
upon  the  act  of  Congress  which  prescribed  that  if  it  was  voted  down,  or  if  it  aid  not 
get  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters,  it  should  not  be  imposed  upon  us ;  that  we 
should  not  have  it  unless  we  indicated  by  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters  that  we 
wanted  it.  At  that  time  the  negroes  were  given  the  right  to  vote  by  this  act  of  Con- 
gress ,*  they  were  given  the  right  to  vote,  and  the  large  body  of  the  most  intelligent 
and  prominent  of  the  white  people — the  leading  white  men  of  the  State — were  dis- 
franchised from  voting.  You  see  the  fourteenth  amendment  proscribes  them  from 
holding  office,  but  by  this  convention,  down  here  in  that  election,  they  were  proscribed 
from  voting,  and  in  spite  of  that — in  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  we  had  to  encounter, 
that  constitution  failed  to  get  a  majority  of  the  registered  votes,  and  was  so  declared 
by  General  Meade. 

Question.  Have  the  affairs  of  your  State  been  since  administered  under  that  consti- 
tution, and  by  officers  elected  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Up  to  last  November,  that  has  been  true.  A  great  many  of  these  men  were 
strangers.  They  were  not  only  alien,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  white  people  of  the 
State,  hostile  to  us.  A  great  many  of  them  were  disreputable  characters-  A.  J.  Apple- 
gate,  who  was  elected  lieutenant  governor,  was  one.  I  had  occasion  to  look  into  his 
record,  and  published  a  statement  in  reference  to  his  personal  character,  in  which  I 
proved  so  conclusively  that  any  petit  jury  in  any  New  England  State  would  have  con- 
victed him  of  grand  larceny  upon  the  evidence  furnished  by  his  own  declarations — his 
own  letters.  It  gave  him  strength  instead  of  injuring  him.  The  publication  gave  ' 
him  prominence  in  his  party,  and  he  was  nominated  for  lieutenant  governor,  and  was 
one  of  their  most  acceptable  and  eloquent  orators — the  favored  orator  of  the  Freed- 
men^s  Bureau.    The  facts  about  it  were  these,  affecting  his  personal  character.    He 

had  been  a  member -^  j 

Hostea  Dy  'v^jOOQ IC 


880         CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS  IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  He  is  dead  now,  is  lie  not  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  been  a  member ^  These  charges  were  made  by  me  while  he 

was  living.  Every  opportunity  was  given  him  to  make  his  defense  ;  he  had  no  defense 
to  make  but  a  lie — a  palpable,  apparent  lie.  He  had  been  a  member  of  McPherson^s 
body  guard  that  stopped  near  Mrs.  Jacob  Thompson's  residence  in  Mississippi.  He  was 
there  taken  sick  and  taken  into  her  house,  nursed  and  kindly  treated  by  her.  At  that 
time  and  under  those  circumstances,  he  or  some  one  with  his  knowledge  and  conniv- 
ance stole  the  deeds  and  patents  and  valuable  papers  belonging  to  the  Thompson 
estate.  After  the  war  he  settled  here  and  wrote  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Thomj)son.  In  his 
first  letter  he  thanked  her  for  her  kind  and  Christian  treatment  to  him  while  he  was 
sick,  although  he  was  an  enemy  to  her  cause,  saying  he  would  ever  hold  it  in  remem- 
brance. The  second  letter  called  to  her  mind  the  fact  that  she  had  lost  these  valuable 
papers,  and  offering  to  return  them  or  have  them  returned  to  her  for  a  consideration. 
She  wrote  him  back.  The  correspendence  was  published  in  full.  I  could  give  this 
committee  a  copy  of  it  if  they  desire  it.  Finally  he  writes  to  her  if  she  wants  these 
papers  better  than  she  wants  $10,000,  to  send  on  the  money  and  get  the  papers.  That 
was  just  about  his  language,  written  in  the  most  abominable  and  illiterate  style.  She 
then  hands  these  papers  to  General  Walker,  of  the  firm  of  Walker  &  Brickie.  They 
furnished  me  with  Applegate's  letters.  They  saw  Applegate  ;  had  a  long  controversy 
with  him  about  these  papers.  He  said  they  were  in  Ohio,  or  somewhere  in  the  North- 
west ;  that  they  were  in  possession  of  a  friend  of  his.  Finally,  instead  of  giving  him 
$10,000,  they  told  him  they  would  give  him  $300,  and  would  give  him  it  to  him  the 
next  day ;  that  he  must  answer  then  and  take  the  $300,  and  give  up  the  papers  or  get 
nothing ;  and  next  day  he  promptly  came  up  with  the  papers,  although  he  had  said 
that  they  were  not  in  town  here  at  all,  and  he  signed  a  receipt,  in  which  he  stated  that 
he  had  taken  possession  of  these  papers  during  the  war,  and  now  returned  them  to 
Mrs.  Thompson,  upon  the  consideration  of  paying  him  $300.  I  got  these  papers.  I 
first  got  his  receipt,  which  was  given  to  me  when  I  was  chairman  of  the  democratic 
executive  committee,  and  I  wrote  a  communication  to  the  democratic  papei-a  here  and 
furnished  them  with  that  receipt  as  an  evidence  of  the  fitness  of  A.  J.  Applegate  for 
the  high  position  of  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  an  officer  who  was 
to  preside  over  the  Senate.  I  went  off  to  court,  and  during  my  absence  a  negro  came 
there  at  night  to  my  office  while  my  partner.  Captain  Richardson,  was  there,  and 
shoved  an  official  envelope  under  the  door,  and  ran  down  the  steps.  Mr.  Richardson 
opened  the  door  and  took  the  envelope.  He  saw  the  negro  running  down  the  steps, 
and  thought  he  recognized  him  as  a  negro  who  waited  upon  the  Freedmen's  Bureau 
here.  The  letter  was  signed  "  A.  J.  Applegate,"  not  written  by  him ;  it  was  signed  by 
him.  Doubtless  he  had  written  the  original  and  it  had  been  copied.  He  said  he  came 
here  as  a  private  citizen  to  live  in  this  community  at  peace  with  the  people ;  that  he 
had  been  greatlj^  abused  and  denounced,  and  that  forbearance  had  ceased  to  be  a  vir- 
tue ;  and  if  I  made  any  further  publications  in  reference  to  him  be  would  hold  me  to 
strict  personal  account.  As  soon  as  I  got  back  I  hunted  for  Mr.  Applegate,  but  he  had 
left  here  and  I  never  saw  him  afterwards— yes,  I  saw  him  the  day  he  spoke  here,  the 
day  of  this  riot — that  is,. I  think  I  saw  him  on  the  stand  and  inquired  if  it  was  hira ; 
anyhow,  upon  the  reading  of  this  letter  I  immediately  published  in  full  all  of  his  cor- 
respondence with  Mrs.  Thompson,  both  her  letters  to  him  and  his  letters  to  her,  and 
the  letters  that  passed  between  her  lawyers  in  Mississippi  and  Applegate.  I  published 
the  whole  thing.  He  said  in  rej)ly  that  he  would  get  an  affidavit  from  the  man  who 
had  had  possession  of  these  papers,  and  that  affidavit  would  exculpate  him  from  the 
crime  of  stealing  the  papers  in  the  first  instance  and  extorting  money  from  this  lady 
for  their  return.    That  affidavit  never  appeared. 

Question.  Have  you  those  papers  with  you  ? 

An8ivei\  I  have  not  them  with  me.  I  think  I  have  several  copies  of  that  corresjiond- 
ence  at  my  office.    It  was  published  all  over  the  United  States. 

Question.  I  wish  you  would  bring  it  here. 

Answer.  The  negroes  here,  believing  that  I  had  demonstrated  that  Applegate  was  a 
thief,  voted  for  him  Avith  great  enthusiasm  for  lieutenant  governor  as  their  representa- 
tive man  ;  that  is  a  weakness  of  their  race. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  wish  to  have  that  correspondence  incorporated  in  this  congressional 
document  to  show  the  sort  of  persons  that  Congress  imposed  upon  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  as  their  rulers,  in  order  to  bring  about  peace,  order  and  good 
government. 

The  Chairman.  Colonel  Lowe  having  given  a  very  full  statement  of  the  transac- 
tion, I  do  not  think  our  record  should  be  burdened  with  the  whole  of  the  correspond- 
ence. It  seems  to  me  that  is  wandering  very  far  from  the  purposes  and  limits  of  our 
fnquiry. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  think  there  is  no  more  pregnant  fact  than  this  as  a  commeutarj^  upon 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  State,  and  the  fact  that  Congress  forced  upon  these  peo- 
ple, in  violation  of  its  own  faith,  a  man  of  this  character  to  occupy  the  high  x>osition 
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in  wliicli  lie  was  placed  and  then  expect  to  prodnce  good  order  and  harmony  in  the 
State.  I  desire  the  record  to  show  that  I  have  endeavored  to  prodnce  this  correspond- 
ence to  place  it  on  the  record,  and  J  want  the  committee  to  vote  on  the  question 
whether  it  shall  go  there  or  not. 

The  Chair?v'IAN.  We  are  commissioned  by  the  joint  resolntion  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  late  insurrectionary 
States,  so  far  as  regards  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  safety  of  the  lives  a^nd  prop- 
erty of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  this  correspondence  has 
no  connection  with  the  subject-matter  of  our  inquiry. 

The  question  being  upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  Blair  to  incorporate  the  documents  re- 
fei:red  to  in  the  record  of  the  testimony  of  the  witness,  William  M.  Lowe,  the  ayes  and 
noes  were  taken  and  resulted  : 

Ayes. — Mr.  Buckley,  Mr.  Rice,  the  chairman.    Noes. — Mr.  Blair. 

So  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

The  Witness.  In  this  county — in  the  county  of  Madison — the  nominees  for  the  leg- 
islature upon  that  ticket  were  a  man  named  Ronayne  and  two  negroes.  Ronayne  13 
now  the  assistant  collector  or  assessor  of  internal  revenue  for  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  a  man  of  the  most  disreputable  character,  a  genuine  specimen  of  the 
genus  carpet-bagger.  He  came  here  jo st  after  the  war ;  he  lived  in  a  state  of  adultery 
with  a  negro  woman  publicly  ;  everybody,  knew  it.  His  brother-in-law,  a  Mr.  Hassett^ 
got  into  a  difficulty  with  him  on  the  street  and  shot  him  about  it.  The  grand  jury  of  the 
county  met  and  indicted  him  for  it.  His  wife,  a  very  cultivated  and  nice  lady,  came 
to  see  me  about  it.  I  was  the  solicitor.  I  told  her  1  had  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  that 
it  was  the  grand  jury's  business  ;  I  could  not  pardon  anybody  or  take  any  action  ex- 
cept in  open  court  upon  the  case  ;  that  she  must  see  Judge  Harolsou,  who  was  the  pre- 
sicting  j  udge.  She  did  so,  and  he  agreed  that  he  would  protect  Ronayne  as  far  as  he 
could.  She  apprehended  that  he  might  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary,  or  something  of 
the  sort  done  to  him.  All  I  know  about  the  matter  is  that  Ronayne  finally  came  up 
and  plead  guiltj^  and  paid  the  costs,  but  I  insisted  upon  his  paying  the  fine  for  himself 
and  the  negro  girl,  which  he^  gave  bond  and  security  to  do.  He  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  under  this  constitution,  and  in  that  legislature  or  in  the  convention  there 
was  a  bill  passed  for  his  relief,  relieving  him  from  the  payment  of  these  fines  for  these 
oftenses  to  which  he  had  plead  guilty. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  this  the  man  who  is  acting  as  sergeant-at-arms  for  our  committee  here  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  His  name  is  Justes  Ronayne.  I  believe  he  is  a  doctor 
or  a  sort  of  a  tloctor,  but  I  know  he  is  an  assistant  internal  revenue  collector  or  assessor 
for  this  district. 

Mr.  Buckley.  Ko  such  man  is  connected  with  this  committee  in  any  \vay  at  all. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  understood  that  such  a  man  was  in  the  employment  of  this  committee 
as  assistant  sergeant-at-arms,  at  this  time  employed  to  bring  witnesses  here. 

Mr.  Rice.  Employed  by  the  majority  or  the  minority  of  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  Blair.  I  did  not  suppose  that  the  minority  had  anything  to  say  about  it. 

The  Witness.  The  candidate  for  senator  here  was  Mr.  I.  D.  Sibley,  who  w^as  a  car- 
penter here  in  town.  I  never  heard  him,  or  saw  him,  or  spoke  to  him  until  recently, 
when  he  was  the  only  republican  senator  who  stood  by  Governor  Lindsay  and  the 
democratic  party  in  the  determination  to  inaugurate  him,  in  accordance  with  the  law^ 
of  the  people,  as  governor  of  the  State.  I  think  Mr.  Sibley  was  just  a  carpet-bagger 
in  search  of  office  down  here,  and  thought  we  were  in  a  down-trodden  and  oppressed 
condition  and  would  be  an  easy  prey  fpr  his  sort.  He  came  back  here  after  the  meei:- 
ing  of  the  legislature  and  told  that  some  man  by  the  nan)e  of  Carlsle — I  think  that 
was  the  name ;  anyhow  some  minion  of  Stanton^s — had  given  him  |500  for  a  vote  of  his 
in  the  senate. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  him  make  that  statement  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  it  to  be  true  ? 

Ansiver.  He  made  the  statement  to  Colonel  Bradley  and  Nick  Davis. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  him  make  it  to  Colonel  Bradley  or  Nick  Davis  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  he  made  it  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  Mr.  Kennard  say  he  made  it  to  Mr.  Bradley. 

Question.   Does  he  live  in  this  community  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  thought  he  had  been  before  this  committee.  He  is  a  repub- 
lican candidate  for  the  legislature.  He  made  the  statement  first  to  Mr.  Davis  in  his 
office,  adjoining  mine.  As  Sibley  was  going  down  the  steps  Colonel  Davis  came  out  of 
his  office  and  said  to  me,  ^'  I  have  been  very  much  surprised  at  a  statement  of  Sibley 
that  he  was  given  |500  for  voting  for  the  Stanton  railroad  bill.^^ 
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Question.  You  did  not  hear  that  statement  by  Sibley  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Your  authority  is  Colonel  Davis  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.    Mr.  Sibley  is  here  in  town. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Mr.  Bradley  is  also  in  town  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Davis,  Mr.  Bradley,  Mr.  Kennard,  and  Mr.  Sibley  are  all  mem 
bers  of  the  republican  party. 

Quesiion.  Are  they  all  in  town  here  ? 

Ansiver.  All  are  in  town. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  that  the  vote  which  he  gave  was  in  favor  of  a  railroad 
project  of  a  man  named  Stanton  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  project  by  which  Stanton  obtained  a  large  subsidy  from  the  State  o± 
Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  railroad  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  railroad  is  now  the  subject  of  considerable  controversy  between  the 
officials  of  the  State  and  Stanton  and  his  company  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Csairman  : 
Question.  Was  it  a  subsidy  or  indorsement  by  the  State  of  bonds  ? 
Answer.  It  was  a  donation  or  loan  of  the  straight  State  bonds ;  not  an  indorsement, 
but  w^hat  we  call  the  straight  State  bonds,  two  millions. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Stanton  built  the  road,  did  he  ? 

Answer.  1  believe  it  is  pretty  well  built.  Mr.  Sibley  had  made  and  printed,  all  over 
the  State,  a  speech  in  opposition  to  this  measure,  for  which  he  subsequently  voted,  and 
the  |500  was  the  reason,  as  I  understood  from  those  gentlemen,  that  he  gave  for  that 
vote. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  That  was  the  consideration  of  his  vote  ? 

Ansiver.  The  consideration.  Well,  now,  we  judge  of  the  character  of  the  Aien 
elected  under  that  constitution,  all  over  the  State,  by  the  characters  of  the  men 
elected  right  here  in  our  midst.  The  other  two  elected  as  representatives  were  com- 
mon negroes,  neither  better  nor  worse  than  the  most  of  them.  They  are  both  of  them 
dead. 

Question.  Better  than  their  colleagues  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Certainly  not  stained  with  the  crimes  you  have  spoken  of  that  their  col- 
leagues committed? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  was  nothing  against  their  personal  character  as  far  as  I  know. 
They  were  very  ignorant  men,  and  very  violent  partisans.  Callis,  the  man  elected  to 
Congress  from  this  district,  was,  at  the  time  of  his  election,  here  acting  as  a  Federal 
officer  and  a  Freedmen's  Bureau  agent.  He  presided  on  that  stand  in  this  room  over  a 
republican  meeting,  dressed  in  full  uniform.  I  saw  him.  The  regular  nominee  of  the 
republican  party  was  General  Joseph  W.  Burke,  a  gentleman  of  character  and  educa- 
tion. Colonel  Callis  was  an  independent  candidate,  and  was  elected  by  the  negro 
vote.  When  the  constitution  was  rejected  by  the  people,  and  declared  rejected  by 
General  Meade,  aod  the  fact  communicated  to  General  Grant  and  by  him  communica- 
ted to  Congress,  and  the  action  of  Congress  looked  to  the  rejection  of  the  constitution, 
Colonel  Callis  left  here,  and  I  understood  from  the  papers  went  upon  duty  in  Misiss- 
sippi  as  an  Army  officer.  He  afterwards,  however,  returned  to  Washington,  and  was 
admitted  to  his  seat. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  facts  within  your  knowledge  bearing  upon  the  question 
which  I  asked  you  in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  government  which  was  inaugura- 
ted here,  and  its  effect  upon  the^ peace  and  order  of  the  State? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  regard  the  most  aggravating  and  disagreeable  fact  in  the  whole 
business  of  reconstruction  to  have  been  the  intrusion  of  what  is  known  in  the  South 
as  the  carpet-bag  element.  General  Spencer  and  General  Warner  were  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  By  that  legislature  ? 

Answer.  By  that  legislature ;  both  of  them  men  recently  coming  into  the  State,  and 
^en  whom  we  supposed  and  whom  we  considered  as  the  representatives  of  the  negro 
race,  in  combined  hostility  to  the  white  race.  As  far  as  I  know,  every  member  of  Con- 
gress elected  at  that  time  was  a  recent  acquisition  to  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Question.  Were  the  county  officers  of  the  same  stripe  ? 

Answer.  I  belive  so,  sir;  they  were  in  a  great  degree  of  the  s^i^ie  character.    The 
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scalawags  were  generally  ignored  by  the  negroes.  They  had  been  slave-owners  and 
native  southern  men,  many  of  them  implicated,  although  old  Union  men,  in  the  rebel- 
lion, and  the  negroes  did  not,  or  were  taught  not  to  regard  them  as  safe  rej)resenta- 
tives  as  those  men  who  had  come  from  the  land  of  freedom«andfought  for  their  lib<3rty. 
Generally  in  the  South,  the  scalawags,  as  they  were  called,  that  is  the  lower  order  of 
the  native  republicans,  were  more  odious,  if  possible,  than  the  carpet-baggers,  but  they 
never  were  so  to  me,  because  I  thought  they  only  wanted  office.  I  never  knew  one  but 
what  I  could  ascribe  some  personal  motive  to  his  going  into  the  republican  party,  some 
selfish  motive.  I  thought  that  as  soon  as  he  had  got  office  his  native  instincts  would 
come  to  his  assistance,  and  that  he  would  have  to  be  either  more  or  less  than  human  if 
he  would  not  feel  kinder  to  his  people  than  men  whose  traditions  and  personal  history, 
and  personal  interests,  too,  were  hostile  to  us.  I  felt  toward  them  like  the  black  Doug- 
lass felt  toward  Baillie  Nicol  Jarvie,  when  he  said  to  him,  "  I  don't  think  you  would 
seek  my  death,  because  we  are  a  sort  of  kin,  and  for  the  sake  of  Auld  Lang  Syne  we 
have  some  feelings  in  common."  Nevertheless,  the  carpet-bag  element  took  the  lead  in 
the  formation  of  the  couvstitution,  and  in  holding  all  the  offices,  and  in  carrying  the 
State  back  in  the  reconstruction  policy,  and  I  regard  that  as  the  prolific  source  of  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  prejudice  and  bitterness.  I  think  it  was  after  this  riot  of 
1868  that  there  was  a  meeting  called  in  this  court-house.  I  believe  in  all  the  papers  of 
this  town  an  indignation  meeting  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  denouncing  the  Ku- 
Klux  and  putting  down  disguised  men.  I  was  not  at  that  meeting,  but  a  large  body  of 
the  white  men  were  at  it.  Governor  Chapman  presided  over  it,  a  highly  respectable 
ex-governor  of  the  State.  I  believe  a  large  share  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  towai  and 
county  were  there.  They  denounced  the  Ku-Klux  and  all  disguised  and  lawless  men. 
Being  the  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  I  was  requested  to  address  the  demo- 
crats upon  the  subject  of  disguised  men,  and  I  did  it  a  short  time  after  that  meeting 
at  a  public  meeting  held  down  here. 
Question.  In  the  court-house  yard? 

Answer.  In  the  court-house  yard ;  in  which  I  expressed  the  views  in  reference  to  the 
organization  and  conduct  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  that  I  have  expressed  before  this  com- 
•mittee.  After  that  there  were  few  or  no  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  this  county.  The  only 
one  that  I  know  anything  of  was  never  charged  as  having  been  of  a  political  charac- 
ter. It  was  in  reference  to  Prior  Turner,  a  negro  who  has  testified  before  this  com- 
mittee. I  was  his  attorney.  He  was  one  of  the  loaders;  one  of  the  most  ultra  and 
violent  leaders  in  ih^i  League.  He  came  to  employ  me  to  prosecute  these  disguised  men. 
The  facts  were  these :  his  wile  had  gotten  into  some  quarrel  at  Madison  Station,  in 
this  county,  and  had  left  the  place.  He  went  down  to  get  her  clothes  and  household 
furniture,  and  while  sitting  in  a  grocery  two  disguised  men  came  in  and  seized  him, 
and  when  they  carried  him  to  the  door  he  broke  and  run.  They  fired  upon  him  and 
wounded  him,  and  he  came  to  my  office  after  having  run  from  Madison  Station,  which 
is  ten  miles  away,  to  this  town.  He  reached  here,  early  in  the  morning,  about  daybreak. 
He  asked  me  what  to  do.  I  told  him  to  go  before  Mr.  Figures,  the  mayor  of  the  town, 
and  the  editor  of  the  republican  paper  here,  and  make  an  affidavitj  charging  these  men 
with  this  outrage.  Ho  Avent  before  another  officer,  a  very  honest  and  competent  old 
old  gentleman  named  Squire  Wilson.  When  I  found  that  out,  I  asked  Mr.  Wilson  to 
summon  Mr.  Figures  to  sit  with  him  in  that  case.  He  did  so,  and  Mr.  Figures  and 
Mr.  Wilson  made  the  preliminary  examination  as  to  whethc^r  these  men,  charged  by 
Prior  Turner  with  this  outrage,  should  be  bound  over  to  the  circuit  court.  These  two 
men,  whose  names  were  Long  and  Martin,  were  defended  upon  ih.Q  ground  of  an  alibi, 
proven  by  negroes,  and  the  court  refused  to  bind  over  the  parties  charged.  I  believe 
that  that  is  the  only  Ku-Klux  outrage,  or  outrage  by  disguised  men,  that  I  have 
heard  of. 

Question.  This  region  of  North  Alabama,  as  it  is  known  and  understood,  was,  prior 
to  the  war,  strongly  in  favor  of  the  Union  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Douglas  and  Bell  swept  all  this  portion  of  the  State,  but  in  that 
contest  the  issues  of  union  and  disunion  were  not  so  strongly  drawn  as  in  the  subsie- 
quent  contest  for  members  of  the  secession  convention. 

Question.  In  that  what  was  the  result,  so  far  as  North  Alabama  was  concerned  ? 
Answer.  It  was  unanimously  for  the  Union. 

QueHiion.  Many  of  the  people  in  this  portion  of  the  State  went  into  the  Federal 
Army  afterwards  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  large  number  of  them. 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  what  are  the  political  sentiments  of  this  region  of 
country,  so  far  as  the  white  people  are  concerned,  including  the  Federal  soldiers  that 
served'in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  going  from  this  region. 

Answer.  The  ptesent  political  sentiment  of  the  white  people  of  this  country,  includ- 
ing all  classes,  is  almost  unanimously  conservative.  They  are  for  the  Union ;  ^they 
are  opposed  to  secession ;  they  are  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  three  constitutional 
amendments,  declared  ratified  as  the  result  of  the  war ;  but  they  were  very  nmch 
opposed  to  the  past  administration  of  the  State  government,   the  reconstruction 


Hosted  by  VjO  v/ 


^.v 


884'    CONDITION  OF  AFFAIRS  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 

government,  and  they  are  opposed  to   the  present  administration   of  the  Federal 
Government. 

Question.  Does  this  apply  as  well  to  those  Union  men  here  who  entered  the  Federal 
Army — I  mean  the  native  "Alabamians — that  large  number  who  were  for  the  Union 
at  first,  and  until  a  de  facto  government  was  formed,  and  to  those  who  entered  the 
service  of  the  confederate  government  ? 

Answer .  I  think  it  does,  sir.  I  do  not  know ;  and  I  am  very  generally — almost  uni- 
versally— acquainted  through  here.  I  do  not  know  a  single  man  of  any  prominence 
who  was  in  the  Federal  service  from  this  section  of  the  State  who  is  not  now  a  demo- 
crat, and  they  are  generally  the  most  ultra  and  bitter  democrats,  for  the  reason  that 
they  think  they  have  cause  to  add  to  their  feelings  the  sting  of  disappointment  and 
ingratitude,  that  they  have  been  treated  just  as  the  balance  of  the  community  has 
been,  that  is,  placed  under  the  control  of  this  ignorant,  irresponsible,  and  vicious 
influence.  Captain  Dickey,  as  fearless  a  man  as  I  know,  a  resident  of  this  county,  who 
was  in  the  Federal  Army  through  the  war,  is  an  ultra  democrat,  and  in  the  last  demo- 
cratic convention  we  held  here,  three  or  four  weeks  ago,  he  was  a  delegate  chosen  from 
what  is  known  as  the  white  region  in  this  county,  over  at  Birna,  and  he  told  me  that 
all  of  his  company  that  were  now  living  were  democrats  and  would  support  the  reg- 
ular ticket. 

Question.  How  is  it,  as  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  in  relation  to  the  Federal  offi- 
cers from  the  North  residing  here  ? 

Answer.  Well,sir,  I  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  last  year— not  quite  a  year 
ago — and  was  looked  upon  as  ultra,  perhaps  not  as  ultra,  either,  but  as  a  very  decided 
democrat,  and  I  believe  that  I  received  the  suifrage  of  every  northern  soldier  living  in 
this  county.  I  am  sure  I  had  the  active  and  warm  support  of  Colonel  Vanvalkenburg, 
of  Captain  Day,  of  Captain  Fordyce,  of  the  banking  firm  of  Fordice  &  Rison,  and  of 
a  number  of  other  northern  men  and  northern  soldiers  who  lived  in  this  counfcy. 

Question.  Is  there  any  prejudice  at  all  in  this  State  against  northern  men  who  came 
here  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  business,  and  following  any  avocation,  and  to 
mingle  their  fortunes  with  those  of  the  people  of  this  State  as  citizens? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  a  very  earnest  desire  that  they  shall  come.* 
We  have  immigration  societies  all  over  the  State.  General  Clanton,  the  chairman  of 
the  democratic  executive  committee,  organized  an  immigration  society  and  appointed 
me  an  agent  of  it  in  this  region  of  the  State.  I  was  in  favor  of  getting  men  from  .the 
North  in  preference  to  men  from  Ireland  and  Germany,  for  our  experieuce  has  taught 
us  that  the  men  from  the  North  who  come  here  decided  and  consistent  republicans,  by 
the  time  they  stay  here  the  requisite  time  to  vote,  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  I 
believe  I  would  be  glad  if  ten  thousand  men,  every  one  of  them  republicans  from  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  would  settle  in  the  county  of  Madison  to-day.  I  believe  that 
a  majority  in  numbers,  and  a  very  large  majority  in  intelligence  and  property,  would 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  the  next  election. 

Question.  You  think  that  seeing  with  their  own  eyes  the  condition  of  affairs  here 
would  enable  them,  to  judge  for  themselves  much  better  than  by  the  stories  that  are 
circulated  at  the  North  with  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  people  of  this  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it.  The  best  means  of  judging  is  upon  personal 
experience,  and  when  their  interests  are  identified  with  our  interests  our  sympathies 
become  mutual. 

Question.  You  have  common  interests  and  sympathies  ? 

Ariswer.  Common.  I  remember  a  gentleman  who  came  here,  who  was  the  editor  of 
a  leading  republican  paper,  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Fry,  for  the  purpose  of  investing  in 
this  State.  I  had  repeated  conversations  with  him.  He  came  from  Ohio.  He  told  me 
he  had  been  a  life-long  republican,  but  that  if  he  lived  in  Alabama  he  did  not  see  how 
he  could  act  with  the  republican  party  in  its  local  organization.  He  told  me,  more- 
over, that,  on  his  first  visit  here,  returning  to  his  country,  they  seemed  delighted  to  see 
him  back  safe,  and  seemed  surprised  that  he,  a  bold  and  decided  republican,  had  come 
safely  from  this  region  of  Ku-Klux  and  chimeras  dire,  and  were  incredulous  as  to  the 
description  he  gave  of  the  character  of  the  people  and  the  treatment  he  had  received. 
I  discussed  with  him  the  reconstruction  rneasures  and  the  different  acts  done  by  the 
Federal  Government  to  the  people  of  the  South  during  and'since  the  war,  and  he  ex- 
pressed himself  as  favoring  them  all.  He  said  that  he  thought  at  the  time  that  they 
were  necessary,  that  this  military  supervision  was  necessarj^  to  preserve  order  and  to 
ke-ep  down  outbreaks;  but  that  he  never  anticipated  placing  the  government  of  a 
country  in  the  hands  of  the  most  ignorant  and  incompetent  class  of  society. 

By  the  Chairma^n  : 
Question.  Colonel  Lowe,  are  you,  at  this  time,  chairman  of  the  executive  committee 
of  the  democratic  party  of  this  county  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir  ;  upon  being  elected  to  the  legislature  I  resigned  that  position. 
Question.  Are  you  a  member  of  the  congressional  or  State  executive  committee  of  the 
democratic  party  ?  ^ 
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Ansiv&t\  I  am  a  member  of  the  coDgressional  democratic  committee. 

Question,  Not  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  relieved  of  your  political  disabilities  ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  any.' 

Question.  You  never  held  any  office  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  at  school  when  the  war  came  on.  The  test-oath  prevented 
me  from  holding  any  office,  as  it  prevented  every  man  who  had  participated  in,  or 
aided,  or  alietted  the  rebellion  j  but  I  believe  the  test-oath  has  been  repealed,  and  I  am 
now  eli.^^ible  to  any  office. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Shapard,  a  witness,  who  testified  before  the  commit- 
tee.   Are  you  acquainted  with  his  character  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  lives  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.*  Did  you  ever  visit  that  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  frequently ;  I  practice  law  ihere ;  it  is  Blount  County.  I  have 
been  there  frequently. 

Question.  I  speak  of  the  neighborhood  where  he  lives  ;  I  do  not  speak  of  the  entire 
county  of  Blount. 

Answer.  He  lives  near  Summit. 

Question.  He  has  a  good  many  enemies,  has  he  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  knoAv,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Has  he  not  made  himself  very  obnoxious  to  the  democratic  party  in  Blount 
County  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of ;  T  thought  he  was  a  democrat.  At  the  time  thes6  pros- 
ecutions were  instituted  against  him  there  was  no  democratic  or  republican  organi- 
zation in  this  State. 

Question.  He  never  was  convicted  upon  any  of  those  indictments,  I  understand  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  he  was.  He  told  me  he  had  been  indicted  before 
the  war  for  stealing.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  convicted  then  or  not.  I  never 
convicted  him  ;  I  never  prosecuted  him  for  but  one.  I  was  turned  out  of  office  before 
.1  got  around  the  next  time. 

Question.  He  had  made  application  to  Colonel  Davis  to  be  his  counsel,  had  he  not  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  he  had,  for  Mr.  Davis  told  me  he  had,  but  he  told  me  he  would 
not  go ;  he  w^ould  not  go  to  Blount.  Blount  is  a  very  inaccessible  portion  of  the 
country,  and  he  would  have  to  go  by  private  conveyance  over  the  Tennessee  River, 
and  over  that  range  of  mountains,  and  it  is  a  very  rough  road. 

Question.  Was  the  continuance  you  spoke  of  his  having  got  in  one  case,  to  a,  future 
day  of  the  same  term,  or  to  a  future  court  ? 

Answer.  It  was  both,  I  think.  I  think  it  was  continued  to  a  subsequent  day  of  the 
same  term,  and  then,  continued  for  the  term. 

Question.  Was  not  his  application  simply  for  a  continuance  from  day  to  day  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  distinctly  how  it  was. 

Question.  The  indictment  against  him  for  stealing,  you  say,  was  quashed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  recollection  of  it ;  that  the  value  of  the  property 
charged  to  have  been  stolen  was  not  stated  in  the  indictment,  which  just  said  "hogs.^^ 
In/  an  indictment  in  this  State,  Mr.  Pratt,  for  the  stealing  of  a  horse  you  do  not  have 
to' state,  the  value  of  the  horse,  but  just  say  the  stealing  of  a  horse  or  horses  ;  but  a 
man  may  steal  a  hog,  and  if  it  is  worth  a  hundred  dollars  the  value  of  it  has  to  be 
given,  under  our  statutes.  The  horse,  though  he  might  not  be  worth  $10,  if  he  is  stolen, 
need  not  have  his  value  specified,  because  it  is  a  grand  larceny  to  steal  a  horse.  The 
stealing  of  any  horse,  mare,  or  gelding,  without  regard  to  its  value,  is  grand  larceny. 

Question.  The  indictment,  then,  under  your  construction  of  the  statute,  was  a  bad 
one? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  my  idea.  I  think  it  is  a  doubtful  question.  I  did  not 
write  but  one  of  the  indictments  against  him.  I  think  the  indictment  for  assault 
with  intent  to  murder  was  an  old  indictment,  probably  written  by  Judge  Harolson, 
or  one  of  my  predecessors. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  Loyal  Leagues  as  the  cause  of  the  Ku-  Klux  Klan  and  as 
the  effect.    Did  you  ever  see  the  constitution  of  the  Union  League  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  saw  the  constitution  of  either  of  these  organizations. 

Question.  How  do  you  know,  then,  what  the  object  of  the  Loyal  League  was  ? 

Answer.  I  judge  from  its  eifects.  That  is  all  I  know  about  the  Ku-Klux  organiza 
tion. 

Question.  You  say  it  was  a  secret  organization.  Did  it  not  hold  its  meetings  pub- 
licly and  in  daylight  ? 

Answer.  The  League? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  knew  nor  heard  of  a  public  daylight  meeting  of  the  League. 
It  was  a  farvorite  expression  of  ours,  to  say  that  they  met  in  the  dark  hours  of  mid- 
night, when  all  honest  men  ought  to  be  abed  and  asleep,  and,  we  sometimes  said, 
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"when  all  honest  men  were  in  bed  and  asleep.  1  know  they  held  a  meeting 
down  here.  I  did  not  see  it,  but  it  was  the  universal  talk  in  the  communitj^.  There 
were  some  members  of  the  League  who  were  in  disfavor  with  it.  They  met  at  a  negro 
church  in  this  community,  and  they  had  a  sentinel  marching  up  and  down  each  side 
of  the  church  wi^h  a  musket.  I  remember  to  have  heard  General  Hayden,  who  was  in 
command,  say,  or  intimate,  that  he  would  not  allow  any  such  proceedings  as  that,  or 
something  to  that  effect,  the  use  of  arms  at  a  political  meeting. 

.  Question.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  that  these  Leagues  held  their  meet- 
ings after  night  ? 

A7isivG)\  No,  sir;  I  do  not.    I  know  nothing  of  them,  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  Nor  of  their  purposes  ? 

A7isive7\  No,  sir;  I  only  judge  from  the  effects. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  of  any  violence  committed  under  the  authority  of  the 
Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  at  a  public  meeting,  held  upon  the  north  steps  of  this  building, 
there  was  a  proposition  made  by  a  gentleman  of  this  community  to  speak.  He  was 
a  republican,  one  of  their  favored  orators.  The  meeting  was  presided  over,  I  think,  by 
Judge  Douglass,  the  probate  judge  here.  I  remember  he  put  the  question  as  to 
whether  this  gentleman  should  speak  or  not.  The  negroes  said  he  was  against  the 
League,  and  that  he  should  not  speak.  I  heard  that ;  I  was  present.  I  heard  several 
of  them.  There  was  great  excitement,  and  great  danger  of  a  mob  and  row  and  a  fight. 
One  or  two  of  the  negroes  were  very  violent.  I  was  standing  with  General  Hayden, 
who  was  the  commandant  of  this  district  then.  The  negroes  voted  down  the  propo- 
sition— that  is,  they  voted  no,  that  he  should  not  speak— and  the  other  side,  the  aye, 
was  never  put ;  whereupon  this  gentleman  said  he  would  speak  to  those  that  wanted 
to  hear  him,  after  their  meeting  adjourned.  Their  meeting  adjourned,  to  meet  here  in 
this  room.  The  crowd  started  up  this  way,  and  this  gentleman  began  to  address  some 
negroes  and  white  people  that  were  standing  in  the  court-house  yard,  whereupon  some 
two  or  three  negroes,  headed  by  a  negro  named  George  Williams,  who  is  in  this  town, 
were  very  violent,  cursing  and  swearing.  They  swore  that  he  should  not  speak;  that 
he  was  a  democrat  and  a  rebel,  and  was  opposed  to  the  League,  and  that  he  should  not 
speak.  I  advanced  to  where  this  negro  was.  My  purpose  was  to  knock  him  off'  d  the 
block,  but  General  Haydeh  stepped  up  to  him  and  told  him  he  must  stop  that  disturb- 
ance there  or  he  would  have  him  arrested,  and  he  did  stop. 

Question.  This  was  a  political  meeting,  I  understand  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  republican  meeting. 

Question.  Then  it  was  not  a  meeting  of  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  My  question  was  whether  you  knew  of  any  act  of  violence  committed  under 
the  authority  of  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  It  was  supposed,  and  I  believed  and  still  believe,  that  the  attempt  on  the 
part  of  these  negroes  to  prevent  this  gentleman  from  speaking  was  by  order  of  the 
Loyal  League. 

Question.  Give  us  your  authority  for  th^t  belief.    You  have  reasons  for  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  statement  of  the  facts  of  the  case  ;  the  negroes  saying  he  was 
against  the  League. 

^i/es^iort.  That  is  the  only  evidence? 

Answer.  And  the  fact  that  he  was  going  to  speak  against  the  League,  and  they  were 
preventing  him  from  speaking  against  it.  That  is  my  reason  for  thinking  they  were 
acting  under  the  autJiority  of  the  League. 

Question.  That  is  your  only  evidence? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  conclusion. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  act  of  violence  committed  under  the  authority  of 
the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  I  just  know  the  general  information  of  the  community* 
here,  that  they  met  in  secret,  and  met  with  arms. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  that  as  a  fact  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  your  informants  know  that  to  be  a  fact  ? 

Answer.  I  never  was  present  at  any  of  their  meetings. 

Question.  Were  your  informants  present  at  any  of  their  meetings. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  negroes  speak  of  the  meetings  of  the  League,  and  of  going  to 
them  with  arms.  A  negro  boy  that  was  with  me  in  the  army — my  body-servant — was 
(me. 

Question.  Was  he  a  member  of  the  League  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  With  your  approbation  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  very  much  against  my  approbation.  I  finally  lost  all  personal  con- 
trol over  him,  greatly  to  my  regret. 

Question.  When  was  this  League  organized  in  this  city? 
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Answer.  I  believe  it  Tvas  organized  immediately  after  the  war — probably  about  the 
latter  part  of  Patton's  administration.  I  remember  of  hearing  Judge  Humphreys,  who 
is  now  judge  at  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  say  that  he  had  been  asked 
to  join  the  League,  a;nd  threatened,  politically,  if  he  did  not.  They  said  all  true  re- 
publicans must  join  the  League,  and  if  they  did  not  they  were  not  to  be  counted  in. 

Question.  You  understood  it,  then,  to  embrace  white  men  as  well  as  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  the  League  embraced  many  white  men.  I  think  it  em- 
braced very  few.  I  think  this  invitation  was  extended,  and  they  declined,  in  some 
instances. 

Question.  You  think  it  embraced  very  few  ? 

Answer.  Very  few.  Judge  Lewis,  a  very  cultivated  and  accomplished  lawyer  and 
gentleman  here,  who  was  a  member  of  the  confederate  congress  during  the  war,  was 
temporarily  a  member  of  the  League.  He  became  disgusted,  and  came  out  in  a  letter 
that  was  regarded  as  rather  severe  upon  the  League  and  upon  the  carpet-baggers. 

Question.  Was  he  a  republican  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  is  yet  a  very  bitter  republican. 

Question.  When  did  that  organization  cease  to  exist  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  tliink  it  ceased  to  exist  in  1869.  I  have  not  heard  any  talk  of  it 
lately. 

Question.  Was  it  got  up  by  the  negroes  themselves  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir ;  I  have  no  idea.  I  have  an  idea,  too.  I  think  it  was 
gotten  up  by  the  carpet-baggers.  I  remember  one  night  it  was  reported  that  the 
League  was  meeting  in  here — in  this  court-room — I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  or 
not — and  that  Judge  Lewis  presided  over  it,  and  that  there  were  only  three  white  men 
there;  I  think  Douglass,  the  probate  judge;  Sibley,  the  senator,  and  Judge  Lewis — 
that  he  staid  for  awhile  ;  that  the  room  was  crowded  with  negroes,  and  the  odor  was  too 
loud  and  fragrant,  and  he  resigned  his  position  and  left.  That  is  what  was  said.  I 
have  heard  men  laugh  at  him  about  it.  I  think  he  was  the  only  native.  Judge  Hum- 
phries, Colonel  Davis,  Mr.  Bradley,  and  Mr.  Figures,  I  think,  declined  to  join  the 
League. 

Question.  Was  Colonel  Davis  a  member  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  very  hostile  to  it. 

Question.  You  have  used  the  epithets  ^'  carpet-baggers,"  and^^  scalawags,"  repeatedly, 
during  the  course  of  your  testimony.  I  wish  you  would  give  us  an  accurate  definition 
of  what  a  carpet-bagger  is  and  what  a  scalawag  is. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  term  carpet-bagger  is  not  applied  to  northern  men  who  come 
here  to  settle  in  the  South,  but  a  carpet-bagger  is  generally  understood  to  be  a  man 
who  comes  here  for  office  sake,  of  an  ignorant  or  bad  character,  and  who  seeks  to  array 
the  negroes  against  the  whites  ;  who  is  a  kind  of  political  dry-nurse  for  the  negro  pop- 
ulation, in  order  to  get  office  through  them. 

Question.  Then  it  does  not  necessarily  suppose  that  he  should  be  a  northern  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  does  suppose  that  he  is  to  be  a  northern  man,  but  it  does  not 
apply  to  all  northern  men  that  come  here. 

Question.  If  he  is  an  intelligent,  educated  man,  and  comes  here  for  office,  then  he  is 
not  a  carpet-bagger,  I  understand  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  do  not  generally  call  them  carpet-baggers. 

Question.  If  he  is  a  northern  man  possessed  of  good  character  and  seeks  office  he  is 
not  a  carpet-bagger  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  so  few  northern  men  who  come  here  of  intelligence 
and  character,  that  join  the  republican  party  and  look  for  office  alone  to  the  negroes, 
thaf  we  have  never  made  a  class  for  them.  I  have  never  heard  them  classified.  They 
stand  sui  generis.  I  do  not  know  that  they  have  any  classification.  But  the  term 
'^carpet-bagger"  was  api^lied  to  the  office-seeker  from  the  North  who  comes  here  seek- 
ing office  by  the  negroes,  by  arraying  their  political  passions  and  prejudices  against  the 
'white  people  of  the  community. 

Question.  The  man  in  addition  to  that,  under  your  definition,  must  be  an  ignorant 
man  aild  of  bad  character  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  generally  of  that  description.  We  regard  any  man  as  a  man 
of  bad  character  who  seeks  to  create  hostility  between  the  races. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  any  republican  as  a  bad  character  who  seeks  to  obtain  the 
suffrages  of  the  negro  population  ? 

Answer.  We  regard  any  republican  or  any  man  as  a  man  of  bad  character,  whether 
he  is  native  or  foreign  born,  who  seeks  to  obtain  office  from  the  negroes  by  excitinp; 
their  passions  and  prejudices  against  the  whites.  We  think  that  a  very  great  evil — 
very  great.  We  are  very  intimately  associated  with  the  negro  race ;  we  have  a  large 
number  in  the  country,  and  we  think  it  essential  that  we  shall  live  in  peace  together. 

Quekion.  Do  you  regard  Senators  Warner  and  Spencer  as  in  the  category  of  carpet- 
baggers ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  Senator  Warner  an  ignorant  man  of  bad  character  ? 
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Answer.  Well,  we  have  Senator  Spencer^s  word  for  it.  I  never  spoke  to  Senator  War- 
ner in  my  life,  and  I  know  very  little  of  him ;  but  Senator  Spencer  says  he  is  a  very 
trifling  and  worthless  man. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  Senator  Spencer  as  an  ignorant  man  and  of  bad  character  ? 

Answer.  I  have  a  very  slight  acquaintance  with  General  Spencer ;  I  know  him ;  I  do 
not  think  him  an  ignorant  man ;  I  think  him,  from  the  authority  of  those  who  know 
him  intimately  and  well,  to  be  an  unprincipled  man.  Ex-Governor  William  H.  Smith, 
of  this  State,  in  the  last  campaign,  published  a  letter — and  you  can  get  the  letter  upon 
the  files  of  the  Huntsville  (republican)  Advocate— containing  a  statement  to  the  effect 
that  Senator  Spencer  lived  upon  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  races;  that  the 
breath  of  peace  would  leave  him  on  the  surface,  neglected  and  despised. 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  for  Governor  Smith's  opinion,  but  your  own  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  believe  Governor  Smith. 

Question.  Did  Senator  Spencer  seek  to  array  the  negroes  against  the  whites? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  One  of  his  shysters  and  agents  here,  in  the  last  election  when  I 
was  a  candidate,  circulated  the  most  infamous  lies  about  me  all  over  the  county,  to  the 
effect  that  I  would  deprive  the  colored  people  of  the  substance  of  personal  freedom  if 
I  got  into  office,  although  I  told  them  the  contrary ;  that  I  would  deprive  them  of  suf- 
frage if  I  got  into  office;  that  I  would  do  everything  to  injure  them  in  person  and 
property.  His  agents  who  were  in  his  confidence  did  this.  They  told  me  they  were  in 
his  confidence,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  did  it  to  subserve  his  political  interests. 

Question.  Did  Senator  Warner  ever  seek  to  array  the  negroes  against  the  white  race? 

Answei\  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  Senator  Warner's  personal  or  political 
antecedents  in  this  State  except  what  is  public. 

Question.  Having  given  a  definition  of  the  carpet-bagger,  you  may  now  define  scal- 
awag. 

Ansiver.  A  scalawag  is  his  subservient  tool  and  accomplice,  who  is  a  native  of  the 
country. 

Question.  How  many  of  the  white  race  in  the  county  of  Madison  vote  the  republican 
ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think,  and  I  have  very  accurate  means  of  judging,  that  a  hundred 
ever  voted  it. 

Question.  You  class  them  all  as  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  all  of  them  seeking  office  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  all  of  them  ignorant  men  and  of  bad  character  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  all  of  them  natives  of  the  Northern  States  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  do  you  classify  them  as  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags  ? 

Answer.  I  have  told  you  that  I  classified  as  carpet-baggers  those  who  came  down 
here,  who  come  within  that  definition,  coming  down  here  and  seeking  office  from  the 
negroes  by  arraying  their  passions  and  prejudices  against  the  white  people.  I  classed 
the  others  as  scalawags.  They  are  more  or  less  scalawaggers,  according  to  the  part 
they  play  in  this  political  programme. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  this  one  hundred  white  men  who  vote  the  republican 
ticket  are  seeking  office  ? 

Answer.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  say.  I  believe  that  there  are  very  few  of 
them  that  would  decline  to  serve  their  country  in  a  lucrative  office  if  they  could  get  it. 

Question.  I  am  asking  for  your  kno\^  ledge  and  information.  How  many  of  this  one 
hundred  who  you  suppose  vote  the  republican  ticket  seek  office  and  have  come  here  for 
that  purpose  ? 

Ansiver.  A  good  many  of  them  are  born  here.  I  include  both  the  carpet-bagger  and 
scalawag  in  that  number. 

Question.  Separate  them  and  tell  what  proportion  came  from  the  North  and  what  are 
native. 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  about  or  very  nearly  equally  divided ;  probably  there  are 
more  scalawags  than  carpet-baggers.  I  think  they  are  pretty  equally  divided  in  this 
county.     This  has  been  l^e  headquarters  of  radicalism  in  this,  State. 

Question.  Is  scalawag  i^egarded  as  a  term  of  opprobrium  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  regarded  as  a  term  of  political  opprobrium,  just  as  the  term 
"bourbon,"  and  "mossy-bank,"  and  one  term  and  another  are  politically  opprobrious. 

Question.  I  return  to  the  question,  what  proportion  of  the  fifty  northern  white  men 
who  vote  the  republican  ticket  are  seekers  for  office,  according  to  your  knowledge  and 
information  ? 

*  Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  impossible,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  me  to  say.  I  really  do  not 
know  the  proportion.  I  believe  that  a  very  large  majority  are  office-seekers  or  office- 
nolders. 
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Question,  If  you  believe  that,  you  have  your  reasons.  Will  you  please  give  your 
reasons. 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  if  you  were  to  present  me  with  a  list  of  these  men,  and  just  let  me 
see  their  names,  with  my  intimate  association  with  politics  since  the  surrender,  I  be- 
lieve I  could  put  my  finger  upon  some  time  or  place  in  the  history  of  two-thirds  of 
these  men  when  they  either  held  or  sought  office  in  this  county. 

Question.  You  may  now  give  the  names  of  such  white  men  who  have  settled  in  the 
county  of  Madison  as  are  now  seeking  ofi&ce  or  have  held  office.  Please  enumerate 
them. 

Ansiver.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  enumerate  them  all.  I  would  name,  tak- 
ing them  in  chronological  order,  Callis. 

Question.  Does  he  still  live  here  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  present  republican  white  men  from  the  North  ;  you 
say  there  are  about  fifty  whom  you  denominate  carpet-baggers.  What  I  desire  to  know 
is,  who  of  these  men  are  at  present  seekers  of  office  or  have  come  here  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  office,  or  have  held  office  heretofore  ? 

An8wet\  Well,  I  would  mention  Mr.  Moss,  a  man  I  never  saw ;  he  lives  out  in  the 
country. 

Question.  Is  he  seeking  office  ? 

Answer.  YeSi  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  it  if  you  have  never  seen  him? 

Answet\  I  know  he  is  published  in  his  organ  as  a  seeker  for  office  now. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  A  candidate  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  nominatedbysome  negroes  that  met  here.  And  Colonel  Rugg,  who 
was  a  Freedmen's  Bureau  agent  here.  He  is  the  postmaster,  and  he  is  a  candidate  for 
county  treasurer."  He  has  been  a  candidate  for  the  legislature,  and  I  think  he  is  a 
standing  candidate  for  any  office  that  is  up. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  he  not  a  very  intelligent  man  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  whether  he  is  or  not. 

Question.  Is  he  not  a  man  of  good  character? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  he  not  a  gallant  soldier  in  the  United  States  Army  during  the  war, 
and  wonuded  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  never  heard  of  it.  I  do  not  think  he  stands  very  well  in  this  community. 
I  remember  on  one  occasion  he  went  down  to  the  depot  here,  without  authority  of  law, 
and  arrested  some  negroes — took  them  from  the  possession  of  the  civil  authorities,  I 
believe ;  but  you  can  get  a  much  more  accurate  statement  of  the  whole  affair  in  the 
newspapers. 

Question.  I  did  not  ask  for  details ;  if  he  is  a  man  of  bad  character  I  want  to  know  it. 

Ansiver.  I  never  heard  of  his  stealing  or  murdering  anybody,  but  I  think  he  lost 
caste  among  gentlemen  for  that.  Mr.  Figures  was  mayor  of  the  town,  and  had  arrested 
the  negroes — — 

Question.  I  do  not  ask  you  for  the  details.  If  he  is  a  man  of  bad  character  say  so  j  if 
of  good  or  fair  character,  I  want  to  know  it. 

Ansiver.  I  think  to  that  extent  he  lost  caste  in  this  community. 

Question.  Who  is  the  next  on  the  list  ? 

Ansiver.  Mr.  Moss. 

Question.  You  have  named  him ;  that  was  the  first  one.  Mr.  Rugg  you  have  named 
also.     Who  next  ? 

Ansiver.  Do  you  want  me  to  name  office-holders  ? 

Question.  Office-holders  and  office-seekers. 

Ansiver.  Well,  here  is  Sibley,  the  senator;  and  Douglass,  the  judge  of  the  probata 
court;  and  Ronayne,  and  Thomas,  the  United  States  marshal.  I  believe  those  are  all 
the  names  of  sufficient  prominence. 

Question.  You  have  named  six  out  of  fifty.    Does  that  exhaust  the  list  ? 

Answer.  That  does  not  exhaust  the  list  of  carpet-baggers  in  Madison  County,  but  I 
do  not  remember  their  names  at  present. 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  for  the  list  of  carpet-baggers  in  Madison  County,  but  that 
class  of  carpet-baggers  who  have  come  here  to  seek  office  and  who  hold  office  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  remember  any  others  at  present. 

Question.  Now  you  may  give  the  names  of  all  the  parties  whom  you  denominate 
scalawags  in  Madison  County,  who  were  or  are  at  this  time  seeking  office  or  who  have 
joined  the  republican  party  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  office  ?  Give  us  their  names 
so  that  we  may  have  an  entire  list  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  will  give  you  the  name  of  William  B.  Figures ;  I  believe  he  has  held 
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four  or  five  offices  at  the  same  time.  I  tliink  lie  is  entitled  to  prominence.  He  is  a 
very  clever  man  personall}^,  too. 

Question.  Is  he  an  intelligent  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  a  man  of  good  character  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  is  a  man  of  pretty  good  character. 

Question.  Is  he  the  subservient  tool  of  the  carpet-baggers  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  I  think  he  has  sort  o'  broken  loose,  though,  of  late. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  then  he  is  any  longer  an  accomplice  of  the  carpet-bag- 
gers ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent  he  is.    He  is  very  mercenary,  however^ 

QuesiJ^on,  You  think  he  is  at  this  time  a  scalawag  ?  , 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  carpet-baggers  would  trust  him  to  the  extent  that  they 
have  heretofore. 

Question.  When  he  ceases  to  be  trusted  by  the  carpet-baggers  he  is  no  longer  a  scal- 
awag? 

Answer.  Then  he  grows  in  grace  with  the  democrats. 

Question.  Then  the  opprobrious  epithet  is  taken  off  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  we  allow  an  opportunity  to  repentent  scalawags  ; .  for 

"  While  the  lamp  holds  out  to  burn, 
The  vilest  scalawag  may  return." 

Question.  You  have  given  one  scalawag  ;  will  you  please  go  on  with  the  list  ?  You  . 
said  there  were  fifty  scalawags  ? 

Answer.  I  will  give  you  T.  U.  Green. 

Question.  Does  he  hold  office  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  he  does  or  not. 

Question.  Does  he  seek  office  ? 

Answer.  He  may  be  a  candidate  now.  I  understood  he  was  a  candidate  for  county 
treasurer.    I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  or  not. 

Question.  Who  next  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  would  give  you  Nick  Davis. 

Question.  Go  on  with  the  list  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Bradley — Joseph  S.  Bradley. 

Question.  Is  he  an  intelligent  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

Question.  A  man  of  good  character  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  His  only  crime  then  is  that  he  seeks  office,  or  holds  office  ? 

Answer.  He  holds  office  by  the  appointment  of  Governor  Smith,  and  is  seeking  office 
now,  he  says,  in  his  latest  political  effusion,  as  a  kind  of  independent  patriot,  hoping  to 
get  votes  from  both  parties.     He  was  nominated  by  a  republican  convention,  though. 

Question.  Go  on  with  the  list. 

Answer.  I  believe  those  are  about  all  of  any  prominence  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  You  have  now  enumerated  six  men  whom  you  designate  as  carpet-baggers, 
and  four  men  whom  you  designate  as  scalawags,  as  the  only  persons  you  can  remem- 
ber among  the  white  men  who  vote  the  republican  ticket  in  Madison  County,  who 
either  hold  office  or  are  seeking  for  office.     Do  I  understand  you  correctly  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  naming  the  most  prominent.  I  could  name  others.  I  would 
name  Kennard. 

Question.  I  want  the  entire  list. 

Answer.  I  will  name  George  Kennard,  an  old  man  named  Balch,  and  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Cross  ;  a  man  by  the  name  of  Murphy.  I  think  those  are  all  classed  as  scal- 
awags. 

Question.  From  Figures  down  ?. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  that  exhaust  the  list  of  scalawags  who  either  hold  or  seek  office  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  it  does  not ;  I  do  not  remember  their  names,  though. 

Question.  If  you  do  not  remember  their  names,  designate  their  localities.  I  want  to 
get  at  the  exact  noniber. 

Answer.  Well,  I  (;ould  not  possibly  do  it.  Many  of  them  are  men  that  I  do  not  know. 
I  hear  of  them  figuring  in  the  public  meetings  of  the  republican  party.  They  come  out 
and  profess  their  republicanism,  and  the  next  thing  we  hear  of  them  they  are  candi- 
dates nominated  by  some  negro  meeting  for  office. 

Question.  I  want  the  entire  list  of  such  candidates. 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  remember  any  more  at  present.  I  would  be  glad  to  put  them  on 
re(ford  if  I  could  think  of  their  names. 

Question.  You  think  there  are  others  besides  those  you  have  enumerated  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  you  will  be  able  to  furnish  the  committee^eir  names  ? 
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Answer.  I  will  try  to  do  so  if  the  committee  desire  it. 

Question.  Now  what  office  does  Mr.  Kennard  seek  or  hold  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  here.  He  has  been  a  register  of  ne- 
gro voters — going  around  registering  them.  He  was  appointed  by  Spencer  to  some 
position  in  the  Mobile  custom-house^  but  he  was  turned  out  by  Warner's  friends,  be- 
cause— I  believe  I  heard  it  from  him — he  was  in  the  influence  of  Spencer. 

Question.  What  office  does  Mr.  Balch  hold  or  seek  ? 

Answer.  He  was  county  commissioner  here,  and  was  considered  the  head  and  leader 
of  the  Loyal  League  out  in  his  locality. 

Question.  I  am  asking  you  of  the  men  who  now  hold  or  seek  office  among  the  one 
hundred  you  have  denominated  as  scalawags  and  carpet-baggers  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  have  regular  conventions  and  they  nominate  their  candi- 
dates. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Balch  a  candidate  at  present  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Does  he  hold  any  office  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  he  is  seeking  any  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  he  is  now,  but  I  know  he  sought  the  office  of  county 
commissioner,  and  was  commissioner. 

Question.  What  office  does  Mr.  Cross  hold,  or  seek  ? 

Answer.  1  believe  he  is  county  collector,  or  assessor,  or  something  of  the  sort  now. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  a  candidate  or  not. 

Question,  What  office  does  Mr.  Murphy  hold  or  seek  ? 

Ansiver.  He  seeks  the  office  of  sheriff.  I  think  he  is  a  sort  of  democrat  who  was 
nominated  by  the  republicans. 

Question.  Still  you  regard  him  as  a  scalawag  ? 

Answer.  He  is  classed  as  a  scalawag.  I  really  do  not  think  he  is  in  sympathy  with 
his  party.  I  think  that  he  is  a  democrat,  but  allowing  himself  to  be  used  by  them  in 
order  to  get  office. 

Question.  Is  there  any  such  a  cross  as  a  democratic  scalawag  ? 

Answer.  It  seems  that  he  is  trying  to  create  it.    We  have  democratic  radicals. 

Question.  How  do  you  classify  Captain  Day,  who.  is  clerk,  I  believe,  of  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States,  and  ex  officio  commissioner  ? 

Answer.  He  has  never  been  politically  classed.  He  never  took  any  part  in  politics  at 
all. 

Question.  Does  he  hold  office  under  the  Federal  Government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  him  as  a  carpet-bagger  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  A  northern  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  hS  come  here  seeking  office  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  come  into  the  State  seeking  an  office  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  did.    I  do  not  know  that  .'le  did. 

Question.  Has  he  not  held  office  in  some  capacity  all  through  since  he  came  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know.    I  never  knew  him  until  he  came  here. 

Question.  What  distinguishes  him  from  the  genuine  carpet-bagger  ? 

Answer.  Because  he  does  not  associate  with  the  negroes ;  he  does  not  seek  their  soci- 
ety, politically  or  socially  ;  he  has  nothing  to  do  with  them  any  more  than  any  other 
white  gentleman  in  the  community. 

Question.  He  votes  with  the  democratic  party  ?  * 

Answer.  I  think  he  voted  for  Smith. 

Question.  Did  he  not  vote  for  Dox  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  Was  he  not  a  democratic  delegate  to  that  convention  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  spoken  of  as  a  candidate  himself,  but  he  did  not  desire  the 
nomination.  He  told  me  he  did  not  want  it.  He  said  he  did  not  thiak  it  was  reputa- 
ble for  a  northern  man  to  come  down  here  and  be  seeking  offices  that  southern  men 
could  hold,  and  he  preferred  his  name^hould  not  be  mentioned. 

Question.  As  I  want  to  get  at  the  true  definition  of  these  terms,  1  will  inquire  of  you 
if  a  northern  man  comes  into  Alabama  intent  upon  obtaining  office,  and  seeks  to  ob- 
tain an  office  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  democratic  organisation,  is  he  a  car- 
pet-bagger ?  . 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  term  is  never  applied  to  a  democrat  under  any  circumstances. 
Figures  sometimes  calls  Judge  Dox  a  democratic  carpet-bagger,  but  that  is  a  misnomer. 
No  democrat  who  seeks  office  through  the  virtue,  intelligence,  and  property  of  the 
country,  who  says,  "Gentlemen,  your  best  men  are  disfranchised  by  the  act  of  Congress; 
I  do  not  care  particularly  about  office,  but  as  you  cannot  hold  it  I  will  go  there,  knock 
your  chains  off,  and  get  you  a  chance.''  ^^^^^^  oy  ^  v/^g  i^ 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Mr.  Dox  lives  here  ;  married  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  Mr.  Figures  calls  him  a  democratic  carpet-bagger. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  the  democratic  party  embraces  all  the  intelligence  and 
property  of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  Not  all  of  it ;  but  I  think  ninety-nine  one-hundredths  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  of  Madison  County  or  of  Alabama  generally  ? 

Ansioer.  Well,  sir ;  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends  throughout  the  State,  that  is 
true  that  a  great  mass  of  the  property  and  intelligence  is  in  the  democratic  party  of 
the  Sfcate. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  And  character  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  organization  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan.  Will  you  tell  the 
committee  when,  from  your  best  knowledge,  that  society  was  organized? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1858.  I  think  so  ;  I  am  not  cer- 
tain of  that,  but  I  think  it  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1868,  and  continued  for  five  or 
six  months.    It  originally  existed  in  Tennessee.      It  was  up  there  for  some  time. 

Question.  You  say  it  existed  in  this  State  for  only  five  or  six  months  ? 

Answer.  I  am  speaking  about  this  county  ;  of  that  I  know. 

Question.  Well,  Madison  County.  Do  you  say  it  existed  only  for  five  or  six  months 
in  Madison  County  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  so. 

Question.  What  means  have  you  of  knowing  when  it  sprang  into  existence  ? 

Answer.  Just  what  I  heard ;  what  was  the  general  talk  at  the  time.  I  had  some 
conversation  with  General  Forrest,  and  an  intimation  from  him  that  he  had  something 
to  do  with  the  organization  in  Tennessee,  and  I  told-him  I  was  chairman  of  the  demo- 
cratic executive  committee,  amd  if  there  was  any  secret  organization  of  that  sort  that 
they  had  in  Tennessee,  about  which  we  were  talking,  that  I  would  be  charged  with 
being  in  sympathy  with  it,  and  even  if  I  approved  of  it  I  would  not  join  it,  but  I  told 
him  I  did  not  approve  of  it.  I  thought  it  might  be  of  temporary  service,  but  it  would 
bring  trouble  upon  the  country. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  what  were  the  principles  and  purposes  of  that  order  ? 

Ansiver.  He  said,  first ,  generally,  that  it  was  to  protect  society,  and  talked  more 
about  Tennessee  that  anything  else.  He  said  that  Brownlow  was  drilling  his  negro 
militia  all  over  up  there,  and  bad  white  men,  and  they  had  organized  for  the  pro- 
tection of  society  in  Tennessee. 

Question.  You  have  read  what  purported  to  be  the  constitution  ofgthis  order,  its  by- 
laws, and  the  oath  which  its  members  take,  I  suppose  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  it.  I  did  not  know  that  it  had  any  by-laws  or  consti- 
tution.   I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  You  have  never  seen,  in  any  print  whatever,  what  purported  to  be  the  ob- 
ligation of  the  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  order  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  saw  some  newspaper  statements  recently,  that  some  man  in 
North  Carolina  had  testified  in  reference  to  it,  but  I  did  not  see  \^hat  he  had  testified, 
only  that  he  had  testified  as  to  its  grips,  and  pass- words,  and  signs,  and  as  to  its  or- 
ganization ;  but  I  did  not  read  it. 

Question.  While  it  existed  in  this  county  was  it  a  secret  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  so,  sir.  I  never  knew  a  man  that  belonged  to  it.  I  never  heard 
anybody  say  he  belonged  to  it.  I  never  heard  anybody  say  that  anybody  else  belonged 
to  it. 

Question.  Did  it  hold  its  meetings  in  daylight  or  at  night  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  was  the  repute  ? 

Answer.  O,  at  night,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Was  it  an  armed  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  only  time  I  ever  saw  it  they  had  arms. 

Question.  And  they  were  disguised  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  when  it  ceased  to  exist  in  this  county? 

Ansiver.  I  just  judge  from  the  fact  that  it  committed  no  further  outrages;  that  it 
did  not  appear  in  public,  and  committed  no  outrages.  Some  time  after  tlie  presiden- 
tial election  we  held  a  public  meeting  here,  and  it  was  thought  that  that  public  meet- 
ing had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  Did  you  see  anything  of  this  order  in  the  spring  of  186B  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  I  never  saw  any  Ku-Klux  except  the  night  of  the  riot,  which  I  have 
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told  you.  I  was  in  a  sort  of  control  and  management  of  the  Huntsville  Independent, 
and  whenever  these  outrages  would  happen  I  would  denounce  them  and  criticise  them. 
The  Huntsville  Democrat  here  invariably  did  it,  and  very  bitterly  and  boldly.  The 
Huntsville  Advocate  invariably  reported  every  outrage  of  that  sort. 

Question.  What  was  the  number  of  outrages  that  were  charged  to  the  Ku-Klux 
Klan  during  its  existence  here  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  numerous  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  many  in  this  county. 

Question.  You  say  they  were  denounced  by  both  papers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  whenever  disguised  men  committed  any  outrage. 

Question.  Your  papers  commented  on  such  as  occurred  in  this  county,  I  understand 
you? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  now  state  to  the  committee  the  number  and  character  of  these 
outrages,  so  far  as  your  memory  may  allow  you  to  do  so? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  have  heard  of  some  five  or  six.  I  do  not  know  anything  .about  it 
myself — nothing  more  than  what  I  got  by  uncontradicted  and  current  rumor.  I  re- 
member of  one  instance,  where  an  old  man  named  Smith  was  charged  with  murder  in 
a  case  of  circumstantial  evidence.  He  was  acquitted  by  a  democratic  white  jury, 
most  of  them  confederate  soldiers.  Everybody  believed  he  was  guilty.  His  attorney, 
with  great  ingenuity  and  power,  admitted  that  there  was  every  probability  of  his 
guilt,  but  thanked  God  that  in  this  country  we  were  yet  too  free  to  have  a  man  hung 
upon  probabilities. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  Smith  ? 

Answer.  They  hung  him. 

Question.  The  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  who ;  they  were  disguised  men  ;  it  was  an  outrage ;  he  had 
been  fairly  tf  ied,  and  while  public  sentiment  said  he  was  guilty,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
the  jury  did — indeed,  I  heard  members  of  it  said  they  believed  him  to  be  guilty— but 
there  was  a  reasonable  doubt,  and  our  statutes  here,  in  so  far  as  they  have  modified 
the  common  law,  go  upon  the  principle  that  no  innocent  man  shall  be  convicted,  rather 
than  upon  the  principle  that  no  guilty  man  shall  escape. 

Question.  What  other  cases  of  outrage  than  Smith  did  the  Ku-Klux  perpetrate  ? 

Answer.  Smith  was  a  confederate 

Question.  I  did  not  inquire  of  his  politics.  I  asked  you  to  state  the  number  and 
character  of  the  outrages  committed  by  this  Klan,  while  it  was  in  exivsteuce  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  that  was  committed  by  the  Klan.  I  am  telling  you  what 
I  heard.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  more  than 
one  man  that  hung  him,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  disguised  or  not,  but  I 
know  he  was  hung ;  that  is,  I  have  no  doubt  of  it  at  all.  Then  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  county  two  negro  men  were  killed.  One  of  them  I  knew.  I  do  not  know  by  whom 
they  were  killed,  but  not  by  any  large  body  of  men ;  a  few  men. 

Question.  Disguised? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  were. 

Question.  What  were  the, names  of  the  negroes? 

Answer.  I  was  just  trying  to  think  of  them.  I  knew  one  of  the  negroes  very  well. 
I  have  forgotten  his  name.  He  was  a  political  and  personal  friend  of  mine  in  the  elec- 
tion.   Then  there  was  some  negro  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county. 

Question.  What  was  done  to  him? 

Ansiver.  He  was  killed. 

Question.  What  was  he  killed  for  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  w^as  a  great  outrage.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any 
reason  for  it.  I  think  it  was  just  a  quarrel — insulting  language  used.  It  was  univer- 
snMy  condemned  by  everybody. 

Question.  What  other  cases  do  you  remember  ? 

Answer.  This  Prior-Turner  case  1  have  mentioned  to  you.  I  do  not  believe  I  can  call 
to  mind  any  other  cases,  at  present. 

Question.  If  I  understood  you  correctly,  this  Ku-Klux  Klan  did  not  originate  in  Mad- 
ison County  until  the  spring  of  1863,  and  was  dissolved  in  the  fall  of  that  year? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  impression  of  it.  I  think  it  has  no  organization  now 
here. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  in  your  examination  in  chief  by  General  Blair,  that 
the  Loyal  Leagues  were  formed  very  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  meant  by  that  about  the  time  of  Patton's  administration. 

Question.  When  was  that ;  was  it  in  1865  or  in  1866  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Patton  went  into  office  in  1865.  I  was  elected  solicitor,  and  I  know 
that,  for  a  long  time,  there  were  no  political  organizations  hero  at  all. 

Question.  The  point  is  this :  this  Ku-Klux  order,  according  to  your  statement,  did  not 


Hosted  by 


Google 


894         CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

spring  into  existence  until  two  years  or  more  after  the  Loyal  Leagues  were  formed. 
Am  I  right  *in  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  you  are.  I  do  not  remember  when  the  Loyal  Leagues 
were  formed  here. 

Question.  Did  you  not  say  in  your  examination  in  chief  that  it  w^as  soon  after  the 
war  was  over  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  during  Patton's  administration  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  think  this,  that  there  was  an  organized  League  here  ;  that 
General  Burke  and  some  Federal  soldiers  organized  it,  and  I  think  that  t  he  organiza- 
tion of  the  League,  to  which  the  Ku-Klux  organization  was  intended  as  an  off-set,  was 
after  the  passage  of  the  reconstruction  measures — when  the  negroes  were  organized. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say,  in  your  examination  in  chief,  that  the  order  known 
as  the  Loyal  League  sprung  into  existence  soon  after  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so  still. 

Questio7i.  Did  it  change  its  character  after  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question,  If  j^ou  have  never  seen  its  constitution,  how  do  you  know  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  General  Burke  speak  of  it,  and  I  have  heard  Federal  officers 
here.  I  have  heard  General  Crawford  say  it  was  a  very  respectable  order  in  the  North, 
and  that  men  of  intelligence  and  character  belonged  to  it ;  that  they  met  in  public, 
and  that  it  was  a  very  respectable  thing ;  but  down  here  it  was  not  so  considered 
when  the  negroes  were  almost  exclusively  in  it. 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  but  negroes  here  to  form  the  Loyal  League  after  the  war 
was  over  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  a  few  native  Union  men,  a  few  republicans,  and  a  few 
Federal  soldiers. 

Question.  How  numerous  were  they  ? 

Answer.  They  were  very  few.  There  were  plenty  of  Union  men — that  is,  those  who 
had  been  Union  men  and  still  entertained  sentiments  of  devotion  to  the  Union  as  it 
existed — but  they  had  been  complicated  in  some  degree  in  the  rebellion. 

Question.  Go  on,  and  state  specifically  the  composition  of  the  Union  League  in  this 
county,  as  it  existed  in  1865  and  1866 . 

Answer.  I  believe  it  was  composed  of  Union  men,  white  men  and  Federal  officers. 

Question.  And  excluded  negr^jes? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  negroes  in  it. 

Question.  When  were  negroes  for  the  first  time  admitted  to  the  Union  League  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  positively  tell.  I  think  that  the  only  time  my  attention  was 
called  to  the  fact  that  negroes  were  in  it  was  when  they  were  voters. 

Question.  You  can  get  members  of  the  Loyal  League  here  who  will  tell  you.  They 
became  voters  after  the  reconstruction  act  of  March,  1867  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  negroes  were  admitted,  immediately  after  the  passage  of 
that  law,  into  the  Union  League  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  My  impression  is  that  Douglass  and  Sibley  organized  negro 
Loyal  Leagues  here. 

Question.  In  the  spring  of  1867  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  not  certain  of  it,  but  I  think  so. 

Question.  That  would  still  show  that  they  became  members  of  the  Loyal  League  a 
full  year  before  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  was  organized.  How,  then,  do  you  say  that  one 
was  a  consequence  of  the  other  ? 

Answer.  Because  the  one  was  the  oft-set,  and  did  off-set  the  other. 

Question.  But  a  full  year  elapsed  after  the  blacks  were  admitted  into  the  Loyal 
League  before  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  was  organized  ? 

Answer.  I  have  told  you  repeatedly  that  I  do  not  know  when  either  was  organized, 
but  I  can  tell  you  when  they  gave  public  indications  of  their  existence.  The  Ku-Klux 
Klan  may  have  been  organized  here  a  year  before  it  appeared  in  public,  or  committed 
any  outrage.    I  do  not  know  of  that. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  had  heard  of  no  instance  in  which  the 
Ku-Klux  Klan  took  no  part  in  politics  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  said  so. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  it  ? 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  that  order  in  this  county  attempting  to  influence  men 
in  their  political  opinions  or  actions  ? 

Answer.  Never.  I  will  say  this,  though  that  is  not  involved  in  your  question— that  I 
beiieve  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  had  a  political  influence,  because  it  was  composed  exclu- 
sively, as  I  understand,  of  democrats,  and  that  it  had  just  that  sort  of  influence  that 
an  organization  of  that  character  would  have,  composed  exclusively  of  white  men. 

Question.  The  immediate  point  of  my  inquiry  was  this :  did  you  never,  from  first  to 
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last,  hear  from  what  you  regarded  as  reliable  anthority,  that  this  organization,  known 
as  the  Kn-Klux,  attempted  to  influence  political  action  in  Madison  County  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  did. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  whipping  a  negro  for  voting,  or  attempting  to 
vote,  the  radical  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  such  a  casfe  ? 

Answer.  Never  heard  of  such  a  case. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  this  order,  or  any  branch  of  it,  whipping  any  white 
man  because  he  was  obnoxious  as  a  republican  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  such  a  case? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  hot  in  this  county. 

Question.  Were  the  democratic  papers  here  in  the  habit  of  publishing  all  Ku-Klux 
outrages  that  came  to  their  notice  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  and  of  condemning  them  very  severely.  I  think  Mr.  Clay,  who  is 
a  Bourbon,  and  with  whom  I  do  not  agree  politically — to  do  him  full  justice — has  been 
more  prompt  and  decided,  and  bolder  in  denouncing  all  outrages  by  disguised  men, 
than  any  other  editor  I  know  in  the  State. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  a  great  many  cases  of  outrage  in  the  way  of  whipping, 
&c.,  in  this  county,  committed  by  men  in  disguise, have  you  not? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  a  great  many ;  there  have  been  a  few. 

Question.  About  how  many  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know }  I  think  from  ten  to  twenty. 

Question.  Cases  of  whipping  ? 

Answer.  No,  not  of  whipping,  but  of  Ku-Klux  visitations  of  one  sort  and  another. 
Sometimes  they  would  whip ;  sometimes  they  did  not.  They  would  take  guns  away 
from  negroes.  I  remember  in  one  instance  two  of  them  came  in  the  day  and  said  they 
came' from  Tennessee,  and  took  ofP  their  masks  and  showed  themselves  to  my  brother- 
in-law,  Colonel  Davis.  They  came  upon  his  place  to  take  a  gun  from  my  boy,  Archie, 
that  had  been  with  me  in  the  army — a  very  good  boy.  They  said  he  had  threatened 
to  shoot  them  and  they  wanted  his  gun.  Colonel  Davis  insisted  on  their  taking  their 
disguises  off;  he  said  he  would  not  talk  to  anybody  in  disguise;  that  they  had  that 
advantage  of  him,  and  if  they  were  honest  men,  show  their  faces  ;  they  then  took  off 
their  masks,  and  he  did  not  know  them.  They  said  they  had  been  informed  that 
Archie  was  a  bad  negro,  and  had  threatened  to  shoot  them.  He  said  he  was  not  a  bad 
negro,  and  they  should  not  have  his  gun,  and  they  did  not  get  it.  There  was  that  sort 
of  visitation. 

Question.  Was  that  a  common  thing  to  visit  negroes'  cabins  and  obtain  their  arms  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  common  ;  -we  would  hear  of  it  occasionally. 
I  believe  that  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  presidential  election  there  were  a  number 
of  instances  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  that  it  was  a  general  practice  with  the  Ku-Klux  to 
visit  the  quarters  of  negroes  for  the  purpose,  of  searching  for  arms,  and  if  they  had 
any  taking  them  away  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  know  of  more  instances  where  they  have  gone  to  negroes'  houses 
and  said  to  them,  ''  You  have  a  gun,  but  you  use  it  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  or  keeping 
hogs  out  of  your  field,  or  one  thing  and  another,  and  you  have  never  done  anything  to 
us,  and  we  have  no  objection  to  your  having  your  gim." 

Question.  Will  you^give  an  instance  of  that  mild  treatment  by  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  There  was*  an  instance  occurred  upon  Colonel  Davis's  place  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Colonel  Davis,  your  brother-in-law  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  forgotten  the  negro's  name ;  I  think  it  was  Aleck ;  but 
they  said,  with  reference  to  Archie,  if  he'  had  his  gun  to  hunt  squirrels,  and  did  not 
want  to  interfere  with  them,  they  would  not  interfere  with  him. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  negroes  who  had  no  poy^^erful  white  friends  to  defend  and 
protect  them.  Was  it  not  almost  the  universal  rule  in  the  fall  of  1868  for  these  Ku- 
Klux  to  visit  their  defenseless  homes  and  take  away  their  guns  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  cannot  say  that  it  was. 
Question.  Do  you  say  that  you  never  heard  that  it  was  so? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  they  did  visit,  but  you  say  it  was  almost  universal.    I 
think  that  is  an  exaggerated  statement.    I  think  it  was  just  an  occasional  occurrence. 
Question.  Could  you  give  us  an  idea  of  the  number  of  such  occurrences  ? 
Ansiver.  I  do  not  believe  that  two  dozen  such  outrages  occurred  in  this  county. 
Question.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  riding  over  the  county  to  inform  yourself? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  canvassed  this  county.    I  spoke  in  every  precinct — went  over 
every  Mil  and  hollow  of  it. 
Question.  In  that  fall  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  made  a  very  thorough  canvass  of  this  county. 
Question.  The  negroes  would  not  have  been  very  likely  to  come  to  a  democratic  can- 
didate for  the  legislature  and  tell  their  troubles  ?  Hostea  oy  ^^jOOQIc 
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An8we)\  Some  would  and  some  would  not.  They  generally  came  to  native  white 
men  of  the  Country ;  they  generally  reported  to  their  employers  about  it.  I  always  in 
my  public  speeches  spoke  very  kindly  to  the  negroes,  and  told  them  I  did  not  think 
they  were  competent  to  vote,  or  sufficiently  educated  to  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage. 

Question.  1  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the  suppression 
of  secret  organizations  of  men  disguising  themselves  for  the  i)urpose  of  committing 
crimes  and  outrages/'  passed  by  the  legislature  of  Alabama  and  approved  December 
26, 1868.  I  will  ask  you  to  read  the  preamble  of  that  act.  [The  witness  reads  as 
follows:] 

*'  Whereas  there  is  in  the  possession  of  this  general  assembly  ample  and  undoubted 
evidence  of  a  secret  organization  in  many  parts  of  this  State  of  men  who,  under  the  cover 
of  masks  and  other  grotesque  disguises,  armed  with  knives,  revolvers,  and  other  deadly 
weapons,  do  issue  from  the  place  of  their  rendezvous  in  bands  of  greater  or  less  num- 
ber, on  foot  or  mounted  on  horses,  in  like  manner  disguised,  generally  in  the  late  hours 
of  the  night,  to  commit  violence  and  outrages  upon  peaceable  and  law-abiding  citi- 
zens, robbing  and  murdering  them  upon  the  highway,  and  entering  their  houses  and 
tearing  them  from  their  homes  and  the  embrace  of  their  families,  and  with  violent 
threats  and  insults,  inflicting  on  them  the  most  cruel  and  inhuman  treatment ;  and 
whereas  this  organization  has  become  a  wide-S]3read  and  alarming  evil  in  this  com- 
monwealth, disturbing  the  public  peace,  ruining  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the 
people,  and  in  mg^ny  places  overriding  the  civil  authorities,  defying  all  law  and  justice, 
or  evading  detection  by  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  with  their  hideous  masks: 
Therefore,  Section  first.   Be  it  enacted,"  &c. 

Answer.  1  am  familiar  with  the  act. 

Question.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether  the  state  of  things  recited  in  this  preamble  was 
true  at  the  time  this  bill  was  passed  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  true,  sir. 

Question.  Then  it  was  false,  was  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  portion  of  it  was  false  ? 

Answer.  It  was  false  and  exaggerated. 

Question.  In  what  respect  was  this  recital  false  ? 

Answer.  Well,  that  wide-spread  scene  of  outlawry,  outrage,  and  murder  was  not 
true.  There  were  occasional  outrages,  but  the  civil  laws  were  always  respected  and 
enforced 

Question.  Was  it  untrue,  December  28,  1868,  that  there  was  a  secret  organization  in 
this  county  of  men,  who,  under  cover  of  masks  and  other  disguises,  and  armed,  issue 
from  their  place  of  rendezvous,  &c.? 

Ansiver.  That  may  have  been  true,  that  much  of  it. 

Question.  And  was  it  true  that  these  disguised  men  committed  violence  npon  peacea- 
ble and  law-abiding  citizens  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  was  very  rare  that  that  was  the  case.  I  think,  as  a  general  thing; 
those  upon  whom  violence  was  committed  were  men  who  themselves  had  violated  the 
law  in  some  respects.    I  think  that  is  true. 

Question.  Was  it  true  that  these  men  entered  the  houses  of  peaceable  citizens,  tearing 
men  from  their  homes  and  the  embraces  of  their  familes,  and  inflicting  upon  them 
cruel  and  inhuman  treatment  ? 

Ansiver.  There  were  some  instances  of  that  sort,  i  have  no  doubt,  sir,  but  they  were 
few. 

Question.  Did  such  instances  disturb  the  pnblice  peace  ? 

Answer.  They  did  to  that  extent.  I  think  the  term  "disturb  the  public  peace" 
would  indicate  a  state  of  war  which  never  existed.  The  courts  were  regularly  held, 
and  the  grand  juries. 

Question.  Did  they  injure  the  prosperity  of  the  people? 

Answer.  I  think  they  did. 

Questioyi.  Did  they  override  the  civil  authorities  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  never. 

Question.  Did  they  defv  law  or  justice,  or  evade  detection  hy  the  darkness  of  the 
night? 

Ansiver.  They  did  evade  detection  by  the  darkness  of  the  night. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  That  is  rather  a  contradiction  of  the  expression  that  they  overrode  the  law, 
was  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  there  was  no  law  on  the  subject  of  their  riding  at  night  in 
disguise,  however  hideous. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  there  any  law  in  the  State  against  their  entering  the  houses  of  peace- 
able citizens  after  night,  and  after  they  had  retired  to  rest  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  against  anybody  doing  it. 

Question.  You  have  referred  to  several  instances  of  outrage  committed'  by  the  Ku- 
Khix  Klan  in  this  community.  Were  the  persons  who  were  implicated  in  the  commis- 
sion of  these  outrages  ever  brought  to  justice  ? 

Answer.  The  only  two  instances  I  know  were  in  the  case  of  Prior  Turner,  and  they 
were  brought  here  and  fairly  and  duly  tried  before  Mr.  Figures,  the  republican  mayor 
of  this  city,  and  while  I  thought  that  one  of  the  parties  was  guilty  and  ought  to  bo 
bound  over,  he  would  not  do  it. 

Question.  What  were  they  charged  with  before  him  ? 

Answer.  They  were  charged  with  this  outrage  upon  Turner. 

Question.  Was  Turner  whipped  ? 

Answe?'.  No,  sir  ;  slightly  shot  in  the  shoulder.  I  think  from  the  facts  that  they  di<i 
not  intend  to  shoot  him. 

Question.  Was  he  charged  with  an  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder  ? 

Afiswer.  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  think  that  was  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  that  I  charged  them  under  that  bill  of  December  26,  1868.  That  is  my  recol- 
lection. 

Question.  Had  the  mayor  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  finally  determine  that  charge  ? 

Answei\  No,  sir. 

Question,  He  acted  as  a  court  of  inqfiiry  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  upon  the  question  of  probable  cause.  I  thought  there  was  probable 
cause,  although  they  proved  an  alibi  upon  negro  testimony  ;  but  knowing  negro  testi 
mony  as  he  did,  how  unreliable  it  was,  and  the  fact  that  I  proved  that  several  of  that 
lot  were  unreliable,  made  one  witness  admit  on  the  stand  that  he  was  a  proverbial  liar, 
and  that  he  had  confessed  to  perjury  in  one  case. 

Question.  They  were  discharged  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  case  brought  before  the  grand  jury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  grand  jury  of  the  State,  and  the  grand  jury  of  the  United 
States,  I  think. 

Question.  Were  indictments  found  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  parties  who  shot  Turner  have  never  been  indicted  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  One  of  them  run  o£F  to  Arkansas.  I  do  not  know  what 
has  become  of  the  other. 

Question.  Referring  to  the  other  outrages,  about  which  you  have  testified  as  commit- 
ted by  the  Ku-Klux,  state  if  any  of  them  have  ever  been  the  subject  of  cognizance  by 
the  courts  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  an  instance  ;  some  three  or  four  white  men  led  an  attack 
upon  Captain  Clark,  some  white  men  and  negroes,  just  upon  the  line  between  Madison 
and  Limestone  Counties.  Captain  Clark  was  a  confederate  soldier,  and  these  white 
men  were  arrested  upon  his  affidavit,  and  brought  up  here,  and  tried  in  a  preliminary 
examination.  They  were  bound  over,  and  the  grand  jury,  I  think,  found  bills  against 
them.  They  broke  their  bond  and  fled  the  State,  and  are  now  gone.  In  order  to  answer 
fully  that  question  I  have  to  make  this  statement,  that  I  believe  there  is  not  a  single 
instance  where  affidavits  have  been  properly  made,  and  a  warrant  of  arrest  asked  for  in 
the  county  of  Madison  that  the  warrant  of  arrest  has  failed  to  be  issued  against  these 
men  ;  not  a  single  instance ;  but  there  are  instances  where  parties  came  before  Judge 
Douglass  here  in  this  court-house  to  make  affidavits  of  outrages  having  been  commit- 
ted upon  them  in  which  they  never  showed  him  the  affidavit,  never  read  it  to  him,  but  it 
was  w^ritten  out  before  it  was  brought  to  him,  and  carried  from  him  to  General  Craw- 
ford, and  they  used  it,  no  warrant  of  arrest  being  issued  upon  it ;  they  used  it  for 
political  capital. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  ? 

Answer.  They  have  done  it  right  before  this  committee. 

Question.  Done  w^hat  ? 

Answer.  They  have  used  these  affidavits  for  the  purpose  of  .making  political  capital. 

Question.  Who  informed  you  of  that  ? 

Answer.  I  have  read  it.    I  know  it. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  In  the  newspapers. 

Question.  What  newspapers  ? 

Answer.  In  half  a  dozen.    Lakin's  testimony  was  telegraphed  all  over  the  country. 

Question.  I  thought  you  referred  to  testimony  taken  before  this  sub-committee  here. 

Answer.  This  is  a  i)ortion  of  that  committee,  I  suppose.  I  know  of  that  case,  and  of 
others  where  they  go  and  make  these  affidavits  written  out  beforehand. 

Questi&n.  I  did  not  ask  you  anything  in  relation  to  that.  I  asked,  and  desire  a 
direct  answer,  how  many  cases  of  outrage  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  the  Ku 
Klux  in  Madison  have  ever  been  brought  to  trial  and  judgment  1 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  remember,  sir,  any  case.  ^-^  j 
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QuesUon.  Let  them  be  more  or  less  then,  so  far  as  yon  know,  not  a  single  Ku-Klux 
bas  been  punished  in  the  county  of  Madison.    Is  that  true  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  as  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  outrages  committed  within  the  last  two  years,  or 
three  years,  since  you  say  this  Klan  was  dissolved,  by  men  banded  together  and  dis- 
guisecl  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  an  instance  in  which 

Question.  I  do  not  ask  you  now  to  give  the  particulars.  I  simply  wish  to  ask  you 
generally  about  how  many  such  cases  have  occurred.  If  we  go  into  all  these  details 
we  never  will  get  through. 

Answer.  I  only  remember  of  one  case  in  this  county ;  that  was  in  tlie  case  of  two  dem- 
ocratic negroes  who  were  whipped,  and  one  of  them  probably  killed,  in  this  county. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  no  instances  since  the  fall  of  1868  in  which  any  republi- 
can was  outraged  ? 

A7isiver.  The  fall  of  1868  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  thought  you  said  since  the  inauguration  of  this  present  government — Gov- 
ernor Liudsay  ? 

Question.  No,  I  will  repeat  the  question :  since  the  reputed  dissolution  of  the  Ku-IOux 
Klan  in  the  fall  of  1868,  how  many  cases  of  outrflge  upon  person  or  property  have  been 
committed,  or  reputed  tahave  been  committed  by  men  in  disguise,  under  cover  of  night, 
banded  together  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  to  have  heard  of  two  or  three. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  that  embraces  all  that  have  occurred  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  so,  sir.  My  opportunities  of  knowing  are  as  good  as  anybody's  in 
the  county.  It  may  not  embrace  them  all;  but  I  have  taken  an  exceedingly  active 
l)art  in  public  affairs  here. 

Question.  Are  those  all  that  have  been  published  in  the  democratic  jiewspapers  of 
Huntsville  during  the  last  three  years  as  committed  in  this  county  ? 

Ansiver.  I  believe  so. 

Question.  The  number,  then,  does  not  exceed  two  or  three  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Have  you  heard,  in  any  other  outrages  in  the  State,  outside  of  Madison 
County,  of  outrages  of  this  description  by  men  in  disguise  and  banded  together  after 
night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  such  cases  been  numerous  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  believe  not. 

Question.  Have  they  been  but  few  ? 

Answer.  But  few  that  I  have  heard  of,  or  that  occur  to  me.  I  have  heard  of  the  Pay- 
toua  affair,  and  the  Coosa  riot,  and  this  affair   at  Eutaw. 

Question.  Are  these  all  you  recollect  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  these  are  all  I  recollect. 

Question.  Were  the  particulars  of  these  published  in  the  democratic  newspapers  here  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  excused  or  justified  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  were  not  excused  or  justified. 

Question.  If  a  negro  were  to  come  before  this  committee  and  testify  to  an  actual  out- 
rage upon  his  person,  and  show  the  marks  of  it,  and  swear  it  was  done  by  men  banded 
together  and  in  disguise  after  night,  would  you  discredit  that  negro's  testimony'? 

Answer.  Not  on  that  account. 

Question.  I  understood  you  some  time  ago  to  express  an  opinion  that  a  negro  was  not 
to  be  believed  under  oath  ? 

Ansiver.  I  say  his  testimony  must  be  taken  with  a  degree  of  allowance. 

Question.  You  would  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  a  statement  by  a  man  who 
came  and  swore  to  a  whipping  of  this  kind  ? 

.  Answer.  If  he  showed  his  wounds,  and  all  that  I  would  judge  the  story  upon  its  own 
merits.  I  would  not  give  it  the  same  credence  that  I  would  if  a  white  man  were  to 
make  the  same  statement. 

Question.  I  understand  that  you  and  Captain  Richardson  took  the  evidence  of  white 
men  and  colored  men  in  endeavoring  to  prove  the  facts  as  they  existed  at  the  time  of 
the  riot  in  this  town  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  my  defense  of  those  negroes  whom  I  was  defending  would  have 
been  based  mainly  upon  negro  testimony,  necessarily  so. 

{}u€sliom  Then  you  think  the  negroes  can  swear  the  truth  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  they  can  swear  it. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  they  are  as  liable,  as  a  general  thing,  to  swear  the 
truth  as  the  white  race  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  I  think  there  is  a  great  want  of  moral  character  in  the 
negro  race,  taking  them  as  a  race. 
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Question..  You  say  that  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  embraced  democrats  exclusively.  Was 
tliere  anything  in  that  organization,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  extends^  which  would 
exclude  a  republican  ? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  There  may  have  been  republicans  in  it.  I  believe  the 
organization  in  other  counties  included  life-long  Union  men.    I  have  been  told  so. 

Question.  Who  are  operating  with  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  Operating  in  that  Klan  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  society. 

Question,  That  was  their  excuse  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question  Were  they  recognized  as  republicans  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  yet  were  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  told  so. 

Question.  And  voted  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  been  told  so. 

Question..  You  believed  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  believe  that  order  embraced  republicans  as  well  as  democrats  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  it  could  do  it,  but  I  believe  that  in  Madison  County  the  order  was 
composed  exclusively  of  democrats,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  and  thn  t  is  no  more 
than  your  information,  or  that  of  anybody  else,  it  is  just  the  common  talk ;  but  1  have 
understood  that  in  the  counties  of  Jackson  and  Marshall  disguised  men,  whether  they 
were  regular  Ku-Klux  or  not,  wer^  composed  of  bands  of  confederate  and  Federal  sol- 
diers. J.  know  of  one  instance— a  remarkable  instance — where  that  I  have  no  doubt  it 
was  true.    I  could  go  into  details  in  reference  to  that  if  necessary. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Give  the  facts  about  it. 

Answe)\  The  facts  were  these :  upon  Mr.  Robert  Fearon's  plantation,  in  Marshall 
County,  there  was  a  large  body  of  negro  laborers,  his  old  slaves ;  and  some  of  the  white 
men  from  the  mountains,  without  respect  to  party,  composed  of  former  members  of  both 
the  Federal  and  southern  armies,  made  an  assault  upon  these  negroes  for  the  x)urpo8e 
of  driving  them  off  ofthese  lands  and  getting  possession  of  them  themselves.  General 
Crawford,  at  my  request,  sent  some  troops  to  Marshall  County.  These  troops  were 
instructed  to  consult  and  advise  with  Mr.  Fearon,  Colonel  Sheffield,  and  Mr.  Ferguson, 
all  of  them  confederate  soldiers,  in  reference  to  the  manner  of  quieting  this  difficulty. 
The  negroes  of  Mr.  Fearon  were  partially  armed.  One  of  his  negroes  was  wounded. 
They  captured  one  or  two  of  the  white  men,  and  dispersed  them.  That  was  a  band  of 
disguised  men  composed  of  confederate  and  Federal  soldiers. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  general  apprehension  of  outrages  from  negroes  going  about 
the  country  with  guns,  committed  upon  women  and  children.  When  did  that  state  of 
things  exist  ? 

Answer,  That  has  existed  more  or  less  ever  since  the  war. 

Question.  Did  it  exist  in  a  greater  degree  soon  after  the  war  than  at  any  other  time  ? 

jinswer.  No, sir;  I  think  it  existed  in  a  greater  degree  when  the  reconstruction 
measures  were  passed,  and  the  negroes  came  to  political  meetings  with  their  guns.  I 
think  it  was  greater  at  that  time  than  at  any  other  period  in  the  history  of  the  State. 

Question.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  information  of  the  negroes  being  intimidated  or 
sought  to  be  intimidated  by  the  Ku-Klux  from  voting  their  sentiments  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  of  an  instance. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  such  cases  have  occurred  in  Madison  County  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  effort  being  made  by  these  men  in  disguise  to  intimi- 
date negroes,  or  prevent  them  from  going  to  elections  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  being  whipped  because  they  were  radicals,  or 
had  voted  the  radical  ticket  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  it.  I  have  probably  seen  such  charges  in  the  radical 
papers.*  It  never  came  to  me  from  anybody,  or  any  source  that  was  responsible.  On 
the  contrary,  the  negroes  have  uniformly  here  voted  pretty  much  their  full  strength, 
and  they  vote  early  and  often. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  a  great  many  come  here  to  Huntsville  to  vote  who 
dare  not  vote  in  the  neighborhoods  where  they  live  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qu^tion.  Have  you  not  been  told  that  ?  • 

Ansiver.  I  think  they  come  here  to  vote  where  they  can  be  under  the  control  of  their 
party  managers. 

Question,  Have  you  never  been  told  that  they  come  here  to  vote  because  it  was  not 
safe  for  them  to  vote  where  they  live  ?  r^  i 
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Ansive)\  No,  sir. 

Qii€8tio7u  You  have  never  been  told  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  charged  that  that  was  the  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  you  have  heard  that  It  was  said  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  it ;  it  was  in  the  radical  papers,  but  I  was  never  told  by  any 
negro  or  person. 

Question.  Has  it  not  been  uniformly  charged  by  republicans  that  this  effort  was  made 
persistently  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  thinli  the  charge  was  ever  made  in  the  Huntsville  Advocate. 
If  it  was,  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  communication  Judge  Thurlow  made  to  his  carpet-bag 
friends  when  asked  by  them  who  shot  him — that  he  was  shot  by  his  own  friends.  Did 
you  hear  him  say  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  him. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  he  said  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  said  it.  I  simplj^^  heard  that  he  said  it.  It  may  have 
come  out  in  the  testimony.  I  think  it  probably  did.  It  was  the  universally  accepted 
opinion,  as  far  as  I  know,  at  the  time,  that  he  was  accidentally  killed. 

Question.  Was  anybody  ever  punished  for  participating  in  that  riot  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  coming  here  before  they  came  ? 

AnsweT,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  before  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  rumored  that  afternoon  ]  the  negroes  had  it  all  around. 

Question.  What  was  your  idea ;  that  they  came  from  the  surrounding  country  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  believe  that  they  belonged  to  the  city  of  Huntsville  ? 

Answer.  It  always  puzzled  me,  while  the  organization  existed,  to  account  for  where 
they  came  from,  or  who  they  were,  for  on  the  streets  of  Huntsville  I  saw  the  young 
men  of  the  community ;  the  most  of  them  were  there  without  disguises. 

Question.  Then  your  theory  is  that  they  came  from  outside  of  the  city  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Were  the  usual  number  of  white  men  and  colored  men  on  the  streets  that 
night  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  large  crowd ;  I  reckon  there  was  five  or  six  hundred  of  all 
classes. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  them  were  white  men  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  answer.  The  white  men,  when  the  firing  commenced,  came  from 
their  homes  about  town,  running  up  there. 

Question,  Were  there  very  few  white  men  out  when  the  firing  commenced  ? 

An8wei\  I  was  not  upon  the  square  when  the  firing  first  commenced. 

Question.  Were  you  here  shortly  before  ? 

Arisiver.  I  was,  early  in  the  night ;  after  tea. 

Question.  Were  there  many  white  men  on  the  streets  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  just  the  ordinary  crowd.  I  think  there  was  a  pretty  good  number 
about  that  had  been  listening  to  the  republican  speeches.  They  were  about  on  the 
square.  I  was  with  a  party  of  gentlemen,  in  what  was  called  the  old  club  here,  when 
the  first  gun  was  fired. 

Question.  Was  there  a  general  apprehension  that  there  would  be  a  row  that  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon. 

Question.  Were  the  white  men  armed  whom  you  saw  upon  the  streets  ? 

A7isiver.  Some  of  them  were. 

Question.  In  anticipation  of  trouble  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them,  I  understood,  came  on  the  streets  with  their  guns  from  their 
homes — some  few ;  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent. 

Question.  You  were  not  present  at  the  time  the  firing  took  place  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  not  armed  myself. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Were  the  negroes  generally  armed  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  many  did  you  see  have  arms  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  very  few  that  were  armed.    The  crowd  of  the  negroes  was  over  in  the 
^ourt-house  yard  on  the  north  side  of  the  square.    I  was  on  the  east  side. 
Question.  How  many  did  you  see  who  were  armed  ? 
Answer.  I  reckon  I  saw  a  dozen  with  guns  and  pistols. 
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Question.  Why  do  you  say  they  were  generally  armed  f 

Anstver,  It  was  understood  that  they  were  armed. 

Question.  From  whom,  and  by  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  will  tell  you  how  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  generally  armed  : 
from  the  fact  that  in  the  afternoon,  about  sundown,  several  parties  of  them  at  least,  I 
know  armed  themselves  and  went  out  on  the  different  pikes  to  meet  the  Ku-Klux.  One 
of  the  parties  was  headed  by  a  negro  well  known  in  this  community,  named  Charley 
Hale,  who  was  my  client. 

Question.  You  have  told  us  all  about  that. 

Answer.  They  were* all  armed. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Ansiver.  Twenty-five  or  thirty.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  any  of  them  that 
night. 

Question.  They  were  not  back  here? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  said  he  was  not,  and  that  was  his  defense.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  was  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  others  might  have  come  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  they  all  may  have  come ;  but  that  was  his  defense  which  I  intended 
to  set  up  in  order  to  prove  an  alibi. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  So  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  only  fourteen  or  fifteen  were  armed  among 
the  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  two-thirds  of  the  colored  men  in  this  meeting  that  night  were 
armed. 

Question.  How  large  was  this  meeting  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  but  I  heard  the  court-house  yard  was  crowded  with  them. 

Question.  What  proof  have  you  that  two-thirds  were  armed  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  very  few  of  the  negroes  that  testified  before  our  commit- 
tee who  did  not  testify  that  they  were  armed. 

Question.  How  many  testified  that  they  were  armed? 

Answer.  I  think  some  sixty  or  seventy  witnesses  were  examined,  white  and  black.  I 
think  a  large  per  cent,  of  them,  perhaps  two-thirds,  were  negroes. 

Question.  Were  there  forty  or  fifty  negroes  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  admit  that  they  were  armed? 

Answer.  I  think  most  of  them  did. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  them  admitted  that  they  were  armed? 

Answer.  1  cannot  make  the  calculation,  but  I  can  give  my  opinion. 

Question.  I  do  not  ask  for  your  opinion  except  with  the  grounds  of  your  opinion? 

Answer.  I  can  give  the  grounds ;  I  examined  the  men.  I  did  not  suppose  those  we 
examined  were  the  only  ones  armed. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  the  others  were  armed  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  it.    I  suppose  so. 

Question.  It  is  a  supposition  merely  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  it  is  a  reasonable  conclusion  from  the  fact  that  it  is  wholly  improba- 
ble that  out  of  the  mass  of  witnesses  we  should  have  examined  the  only  ones  who  were 
armed.  We  did  not  make  any  attempt  in  that  way.  Some  of  them  had  pistols.  Some 
of  them  that  were  armed  testified  that  they  ran  at  the  first  fire. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  as  many  as  twenty-five  negroes  who  admitted  that  they 
were  armed  on  that  night  ? 

Ansivci\  I  think  so,  at  least  that  number ;  I  remember  one  instance. 

Question.  Now  tell  us  about  the  witnesses  who  were  examined  who  admitted  that 
they  were  armed,  or  did  you  ask  that  question  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  wo  asked  them  all.  Some  of  them  were  armed.  This  examination 
was  by  request  of  the  military  authorities  here. 

Question.  How  many  of  the  witnesses  admitted  that  they  were  armed  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  the  most  of  them  we  examined  admitted  that  they  were  armed,  and 
we  understood  that  they  were  armed. 

Question.  They  comprised,  I  understand,  about  one-third  of  the  seventy  you  examined? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  the  general  habit  of  this  community  then  for  nearly  every 
one  to  bear  arms. 

Question.  Then  it  would  be  a  fair  presumption  that  all  the  whites  in  the  crowd,  or 
the  great  proportion  of  them,  were  armed  ? 

AnsivSr.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  generally  armed. 

Question.  What  would  call  the  whites  out  in  large  numbers  at  night  upon  the 
streets  if  they  were  not  members  of  that  party  which  was  holding  the  meeting  here? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  the  habit,  and  still  is  to  some  extent,  of  the  democrats  to 
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attend  tlie  republican  meetings,  in  order  to  see  how  .they  carry  things  on;  to  see  who 
were  there  and  what  was  done. 

Question.  At  the  time  this  riot  occurred  was  the  meeting  still  going  on,  or  was  it 
over  ? 

Answer.  It  was  still  going  on,  I  understand. 

Question.  Why  should  not  the  whites  be  up  here  attending  the  meeting,  instead  of 
down  on  the  streets  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  were,  but  when  the  Ku-Klux  came  in  everybody  left  the  court- 
house and  went  down. 

Question.  You  suppose  that  previous  to  that  the  whites  had  been  up  here  listening  to 
political  speeches  in  the  court-house? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  remember  that  on  the  day  when  Mr.  Sheets  spoke  a  large  num- 
ber of  whites  listened  to  him. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  threats  made  by  the  whites  during  the  day  or  after- 
noon ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  time  in  the  afternoon  did  you  understand  the  Ku-Klux  were  com- 
ing in  ? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  remember,  sir.    I  heard  it  in  the  latter  part  of  the  afternoon. 

Question.  Fix  the  hour  as  near  as  you  can. 

Answer.  Say  3  or  4  o^clock,  probably. 

[At  1.40  p.  m,  the  committee  took  a  recess  of  one  hour.] 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  as  saying  that  the  white  population  of  Huntsville 
apprehended  trouble  the  day  of  the  political  meeting  here,  of  which  you  were  speak- ' 
iug  before  the  recess  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  used  that  exact  expression.  I  said  I  had 
understood  that  it  was  rumored  upon  the  streets  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  be  in  that 
night. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  expression  of  apprehension  from  the  white  people  of 
the  place  that  there  would  be  trouble,  or  a  riot,  or  anything  of  the  sort  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  \  do  not  remember  that  I  did. 

Question.  When  you  heard  the  rumor  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  coming  had  you  no 
idea  for  what  purpose  they  were  coming  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not.  I  had  heard  that  if  they  came  in  they  would  be  fired 
upon. 

Question.  When  you  heard  that  they  were  coming  in  did  you  then  apprehend  that 
there  would  then  be  trouble  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  thought  it  was  probable  there  might  be  a  row. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  measures  to  prevent  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  ? 

Ansiiwr.  Well,  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  had  no  means  of  preventing  it.  They 
had  aright  to  come  in  if  they  wanted  to.  Their  organization  was  not  contrary  to  any 
law.  State  or  Federal. 

Question.  Had  you  any  law  preventing  people  from  carrying  arms  publicly? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  right  to  carry  arms  is  a  constitutional  right. 

Question.  But  I  mean  where  the  arms  were  covered  up  by  their  disguises,  as  they 
were  by  the  Ku-Klux,  as  I  understand. 

Answer.  There  was  no  statute  in  this  State  relating  to  disguised  men. 

Question.  Was  there  any  statute  relative  to  carrying  concealed  weapons  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  prohibited  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  prohibited,  with  a  number  of  conditions  to  the  effect  that  any  per- 
sons in  traveling,  or  apprehending  personal  danger,  and  other  conditions  that  I  do  not 
remember,  were  allowed  to  carry  concealed  arms. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  you  believed  tha^the  negroes  should  have  the 
right  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  say  that.    I  believed  that  it  was  inevitable. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  ^ey  should  possess  that  franchise? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not,  to  answer  it  categorically. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  they  should  have  the  right  of  being  voted  for,  or  holding 
office? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  think  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  there  ought  to  be  some  qualifica- 
tion. I  know  them  to  be  so  uneducated  and  ignorant  that  I  think  some  sort  of  quali- 
Acation  should  be  required. 

Question.  Now  that  it  is  conferred,  first  by  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress,  and 
subsequently  by  the  fifteenth  amendment,  do  you  think  they  should  have  the  right  to 
assemble  together  and  determine  their  political  action  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  always  maintained  their  right  to  do  it,  ever  since  the  recon- 
struction measures  of  Congress. 

Qmstion.  Do  you  believe  that  they  should  have  the  right,  then,  of  selecting  for  office 
whom  they  please,  without  reference  whether  it  j)leases  or  displeases  the  democratic 
party  ? 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  You  believe  in  their  being  allowed  to  vote  without  intimidation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  without  being  called  in  question  for  it  ? 

Answer.  Certainly ;  I  believe  that  is  the  sentiment  of  the  great  majority  of  the  white 
people. 

Question.  If  they  choose  a  bad  or  ignorant  man  for  office,  it  is  still  their  right,  under 
the  reconstruction  measures,  to  do  so.    I  understand  you  accept  that  as  their  right  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  have  a  moral  right  to  do  wrong,  but  they  have  the  legal 
right  to  accept  the  greatest  thief,  and  the  most  ignorant  and  incompetent  man  in  the 
community,  if  they  see  fit  to  do  it. 

Question.  That  is,  where  they  have  the  political  power  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    They  have  that  power  in  several  counties  in  this  State ;  in  a  large 
number  of  the  richest  counties  in  South  Alabama,  what  is  called  the  black  belt,  they 
have  an  overwhelming  majority ;  in  Montgomery,  and  in  Selma,  and  in  many  counties 
in  that  section  of  the  State,  they  have  the  political  power  of  numerical  majority. 
Question.  Are  you  in  favor  of  abiding  by  this  political  condition  of  things  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  it  was  inevitable,  and  that  it  is  irreversible.  I  think 
it  was  put  upon  us  by  the  people  of  the  North,  without  our  consent ;  we  are  in  no  way 
responsible  for  it,  and  it  would  be  a  greater  evil  to  agitate  the  removal  of  that  evil, 
than  to  submit  to  it  and  make  the  most  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  a  badge  of  disgrace,  then,  that  a  man  should  be  voted  for , 
by  negroes,  and  elected  by  them  to  office  ? 

Ayi8weii\  I  think  the  mere  fact  of  his  being  voted  for  by  negroes,  and  elected  to  office 
by  negroes,  is  not*  of  itself  a  badge  of  disgrace  ;  but  I  think  that  the  representative  of 
the  negroes  will  generally  rex)resent  what  they  are. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ^ 

Answer.  The  most  ignorant,  uneducated,  and  incompetent  portion  of  the  population  ; 
I  think  they  would  naturally  seek  their  representative  men.  I  do  not  think  they  are 
as  competent  to  choose  their  rulers  as  white  people  are. 

Question.  Have  you,  since  the  adoption  of  the  new  constitution  of  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, taken  the  oath  required  by  that  constitution  before  registering  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  you  swore  that  you  would  support  and  maintain  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  and  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  did 
you  not  ? 

An82vei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  swore  that  you  would  never  countenance  or  aid  in  the  secession  of  this 
State  from  the  United  States ;  and  likewise  that  you  accepted  the  civil  and  political 
equality  of  all  men  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  And  you  likewise  agreed  in  that  oath  that  you  would  not  attempt  to  de- 
prive any  person  or  persons,  on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition,  of  any 
political  or  civil  right,  privilege,  or  immunity  enjoyed  by  any  other  class  of  men,  did 
you  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  not  further  swear  that  you  would  not  in  any  way  injure,  or  coun- 
tenance others  in  attempting  to  injure,  any  person  or  persons  on  account  of  past  or 
present  support  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  principle  of  political  or  civil  equality  of  all  men,  or  for  affiliation  with 
any  political  party  ? 

A7isiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  took  that  oath  without  any  mental  reservation  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  took  that  oath,  and  have  faithfully  observed  it.  ^ 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  correctly  as  saying  that  you  had  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing two  negro  clubs  in  this  place  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  this  county. 

Question.  How  numerous  were  those  clubs  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  there  were  about  forty  members  at  Maysville,  and  about  seventy  at 
Trianna.  The  former  was  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county ;.  the  latter  in  the  south- 
western. 

Question.  When  was  that  done  ? 

Answer.  That  was  in  the  last  gubernatorial  election. 

Question.  In  the  year  1870  t 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Do  these  clubs  still  exist  ? 

Aiisiver,  I  do  not  know.  I  only  saw  them  on  one  day,  and  organized  them  at  the 
meeting. 

Question.  Had  they  a  written  constitution  ? 

AnsivG7\  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  had. 

Question.  What  were  the  leading  features  of  that  constitution  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  just  a  very  vague  and  general  denunciation  of  democratic 
principles.  In  the  contest  the  democratic  State  convention  had  taken  what  is  known 
as  the  ^'  New  Departure/'  and  in  our  address  to  the  negroes  we  stated  to  them  we  be- 
lieved that  one  man,  politically,  was  as  good  as  another  under  the  law ;  that  we  did 
not  intend  to  change  the  law;  that  we  had  no  power  to  do  it,  and  no  purpose  of  at- 
tempting it ;  that  we  proposed  to  inaugurate  and  commence  an  economical  govern- 
ment of  our  own  people.  That  was  about  the  constitution  of  the  club  at  Maysville.  I 
do  not  remember  that  I  saw  the  constitution  at  Trianna.  I  received  in  that  election, 
myself,  for  the  legislature,  some  four  or  five  hundred  negro  votes. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  it  as  a  political  grievance  that  the  negroes  should  be  allowed 
to  elect  men  of  their  own  principles  to  fill  the  offices  in  this  county,  where  they  have 
the  numerical  majority ;  do  you  regard  it  as  a  grievance  on  the  part  of  the  white  pop- 
ulation of  this  county  to  have  to  submit  to  that  result  ? 

Answer.  1  think  it  is  a  greater  or  less  evil  in  proportion  to  the  character  of  the  officer 
elected.  I  have  always  thought  that  the  settlement  of  the  subj  ect  of  negro  suffrage  was 
a  very  delicate  and  difficult  one  ;  that,  inasmuch  as  they  were  free,  under  the  principles 
and  iisages  of  the  democratic  party,  every  free  man  was  the  equal  of  every  other  free 
man,  and  it  would  be  very  difficult  for  the  democratic  party  to  meet  the  bare  question 
of  negro  suffrage.  It  never  has  been  the  distinct  question  of  negro  suffrage  vel  non. 
It  has  never  been  presented  before  the  people  in  this  State  in  that  way,  and  a  great 
many  of  the  leading  men  in  this  State  have  entertained  the  opinion  that  the  negroes 
could  not  enjoy,  properly,  the  substance  of  personal  liberty  without  the  elective  fran- 
chise. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  how  many  men  in  the  State  of  Alabama  are 
disqualified  by  the  fourteenth  amendment,  who  have  not  been  relieved  of  their  politi- 
cal disabilities  by  Congress  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not.  I  think  there  are  ten  or  fifteen  thousand.  That  class 
includes  the  ablest,  most  intelligent,  and  most  experienced  of  our  citizens,  those  who 
held  office  before  the  war. 

Question.  Has  not  Congress  generally  relieved  them  of  their  political  disabilities  when- 
ever they  have  made  application  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  as  to  that. 

Question.  Are  they  opposed  to  applying  to  Congress  to  be  relieved  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir.    I  never  would  make  any  such  application. 

Question.  What  is  the  ground  of  their  opposition  ? 

Answer.  Because  it  is  humiliating  to  ask  a  political  party,  which  has  put  an  imposi- 
tion upon  us,  which  we  regard  as  i)ut  there  for  political  purposes,  to  remove  it. 

Question.  You  think,  then,  that  those  who  went  voluntarily  into  the  rebellion,  and 
sought  to  dissolve  the  Union,  did  not  place  themselves  under  any  disability  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not — not  of  that  character.  I  think  that  those  who  went  vol- 
untarily into  the  rebellion  might,  upon  the  northern  theory  of  the  Government,  have 
been  tried  and  punished  for  treason. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  were  guilty  of  the  crime  of  treason  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  they  levy  war  against  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  defended  their  own  country,  and  I  think  it  was  their  duty  to 
do  it. 

Question.  My  question  was  whether,  in  your  opinion,  they  levied  war  against  the 
United  States"? 

Ansiver.  Of  course  there  was  a  war  between  them.  I  think  the  United  States  in- 
vaded the  Confederate  States. 

Question.  My  questioQ,  Colonel,  is  whether  you  think  that  ^hose  who  went  into  the 
rebellion  levied  war  against  the  United  States  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  did. 

Question.  Is  that  treason  or  not  ? 

Answe?\  It  is  not  treason  for  a  citizen  of  a  foreign  country  to  levy  war  against  the 
United  States. 

Question.  Were  those  who  went  into  the  rebellion  citizens  of  a  foreign  country  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  been  raised  in  the  South,  in  the  school 
of  Calhoun,  and  Jefferson,  and  McDuffie.  We  have  been  taught  at  college,  by  men  of 
great  ability  and  learning,  to  believe  that  the  right  of  secession  was  one  of  the  funda- 
mental, cardinal  rights  of  our  Government ;  that  in  that  regard,  it  was  superior  to  all 
other  governments,  inasmuch  as  it  presented  a  peaceable  remedy,  when  grievances  were 
insufferable ;  and  we  resorted  to  it. 
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Question.  When,  in  your  estimafcion,  did  you  cease  to  be  citizens  of  the  United 
States  ? 

Answer,  When  the  ordinance  of  secession  was  passed.  My  individual  opinion  was 
that  there  was  no  canse  for  secession.  I  thought  so  then ;  I  think  so  now.  I  belonged 
to,  and  followed  very  humbly  in,  the  school  of  Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia. 

Question.  You  went  into  the  rebellion  voluntarily  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When,  in  your  opinion,  did  you  become  again  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States? 

Ansiver.  That  is  a  question  I  never  have  been  able  to  settle.    I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Do  you  think  you  are  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  I  hope  so.  I  have  been  ardently  trying  to  get  to  be  so.  I  left,  most  reluc- 
tantly, the  old  Union.  I  had  a  great  deal  of  love  for  it,  and  x>ride  in  its  great  and  glo- 
rious history.  I  entertained  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Webster,  and  I  entertained  the 
legal  views  of  Mr.  Stephens.    I  had  been  so  taught. 

Question.  What  tyrannical  law  had  Congress  passed  which  you  thought  justified 
Alabama  in  seceding  from  the  Union  ? 

Answer.  None. 

Question.  You  did  not  complain,  then,  of  any  act  of  Congress  to  your  prejudice  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  think  the  State  ought  to  secede.  I  did  not  think  there 
was  any  just  cause  for  secession. 

Question.  You  tliink  secession  was  wrong  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  do. 

Question.  Then  why  did  you  join  the  moveraent  ? 

Answer.  I  was  a  mere  boy. 

Question.  Why  did  you  follow  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  it  my  solemn,  imperative  duty  to  go  with  my  State,  right  or 
wrong. 

Question.  Did  you  think  you  owed  your  first  allegiance  to  the  State? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  I  thought  the  State  sovereign. 

Answer.  Did  you  not  regard  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land  ? 

Answer.  I  did  when  it  existed  in  authority  over  the  State  of  Alabama,  but  no  longer. 

Question.  After  the  vote  of  secession,  were  you  of  opinion  that  the  Constitution  was 
no  longer  the  supreme  law  ? 

Afistver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Rich: 

Question.  If  those  persons  who  went  into  the  rebellion  ceased  to  be  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  Congress  then  had  a  right,  had  it  not,  to  impose  conditions  upon  their 
return,  and  ^ipon  their  citizenship  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  the  theory  of  the  southern  party  ;  that  would  be  logical 
from  their  stand-point,  but  when  t^ey  lost  their  cause,  we  thought  also  that  they  lost 
their  theory,  and  that  we  were  to  go  back  under  the  theory  of  the  Government. 

Question.  Then  you  think  now  you  did  not  lose  your  citizenship  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  has  been  so  determined  by  the  issue  of  the  war,  but  I  thought  then 
I  had  lost  it. 

Question.  When  did  the  republican  party  first  organize  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  organized  some  time  in  1866.  The  first  I  heard  of  it  was  a 
newspaper  report  of  a  meeting  at  Moulton,  Alabama.  I  saw  an  account  of  a  speech  of 
Colonel  Davis  there,  proposing  the  organization  of  an  unconditional  Union  party.  The 
papers  called  it  the  republican  party,  or  conservative  party,  and  the  Union  party,  and 
various  names.  The  style  of  that  convention,  I  believe,  in  its  resolutions,  was  the 
unconditional  Union  party,  and  they  organized  an  executive  committee  and  called  a 
State  convention.  When  it  met  it  came  out  from  its  chrysalis  state  into  republi- 
canism. 

Question.  Was  that  in  1866  or  1867  ?  Was  it  after  or  before  the  reconstruction  acts  of 
Congress? 

Answer.  I  am  confident  that  the  meeting  at  Moulton  was  before  the  reconstruction 
measures,  but  the  convention  at  Montgomery,  I  think,  may  have  been  afterward;  I  d^ 
not  know. 

Question.  Was  there  any  republican  organization  here  prior  to  the  reconstruction 
acts  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  was.  I  think  those  gentlemen  that  went  to  Moulton,  Colonel 
Davis  and  Mr.  Bradley  and  Mr.  Figures ;  and  a  number  of  them  went  there  from  Colonel 
Humphries,  that  were  citizens  of  this  place,  and  went  to  Moulton  and  organized  this 
party. 

Question.  Did  the  democrats  at  that  time  have  full  control  of  this  State  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  did. 

Question.  Of  this  county  ? 
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Answer.  In  speaking  of  the  democrats  I  use,  without  distinction,  the  terms  white 
people  and  democrats.    There  was  no  negro  suffrage  or  office-holding. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  republican  and  democrat. 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  republican  party  or  democratic  party  by  name. 
I  do  not  remember  that  there  was. 

Question,  Were  those  mostly  natives  that  engaged  in  this  first  movement  for  the 
organization  of  the  Union  party  ? 

ArKiswer.  I  think  so.  I  think  that  Colonel  Callis  and  General  Burke  were  the  only 
northern  men  whom  I  remember  at  this  speaking. 

Question.  Prior  to  the  passage  of  the  reconstruction  acts,  was  there  any  attempt  on 
the  part  either  of  republicans  that  were  here,  natives,  or  those  from  the  North  to  get  in 
office? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  any  recent  newcomer  from  the  North  was  a  candidate 
for  office  before  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed,  and  negro  suffrage  was  put  upon 
us. 

Questio7i.  What  time  did  Mr.  Rugg  come  here  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  sir.    I  have  only  known  him  for  a  year  or  two. 

Question.  When  did  most  of  those  you  style  carpet-baggers  come ;  before  or  after  the 
reconstruction  measures  passed  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  before,  and  some  of  them  after.  Most  of  them — I  have  heard 
of  a  number  of  them — were  very  bitterly  opposed  to  negro  suffrage  until  the  recon- 
struction acts  were  x^assed.  I  have  heard  Senator  Sibley  and  Judge  Douglass — ^they 
were  partners  in  carpentry  of  some  sort — I  have  heard  it  rumored  that  they  broke  up 
their  partnership  on  that  question. 

Question.  Do  you  know  when  Mr.  Douglass  came  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  before  or  after  the  reconstruction 
measures? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  him,  or  Lakin,  or  Sibley,  or  Ronayne,  or  any  of  these  men  until 
they  were  candidates  for  office,  and  in  crowds  of  negroes  making  stump-speeches. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  came  here  before  there  was  any  prospect 
for  republicans  to  get  office  or  not  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  If  they  came  prior  to  1867  they  did  not  come  with  a  view  or  prospect  of 
getting  office  as  republicans  in  this  State  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  suppose  not.  They  would  stand  a  very  poor  chance  of 
getting  office  from  the  white  people. 

Question.  If  Mr.  Douglass  came  here  in  1866  and  engaged  in  the  carpenter  business, 
was  he  a  carpet-bagger  then  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  He  only  became  so  by  entering  upon  politics  in  1867 — after  the  reconstruc- 
tion acts  were  passed  ? 

Answer.  He  onlj^  became  so  when  he  sought  to  array  the  negroes  against  the  white 
people  of  this  country ;  that  made  him  a  carpet-bagger. 

Question.  At  the  time  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed,  did  the  democratic  party 
offer,  in  any  way,  to  take  the  benefit  of  those  acts,  and  reorganize  the  State  government  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  there  was  nobody  left  to  carry  out  that  act  of  Congress,  except  what 
you  term  carpet-baggers  and  scalawags,  and  the  negroes  ? 

An8wei\  The  democratic  party  made  no  nominations  for  office.  They  made  the  issue 
upon  the  constitution  itself— upon  the  pledge  of  Congress  that,  if  that  constitution 
did  not  receive  a  majority  of  the  registered  votes,  it  would  not  be  placed  upon  us. 

Question.  But  there  bad  been  a  vote  for  or  against  tjie  convention,  and  at  the  same 
time  electing  delegates  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  to  take  that  first  step  toward  reconstruction  under 
these  acts,  except  these  three  classes  ? 

Answer.  The  democratic  party  regarded  these  measures  as  revolutionary  and  uncon- 
stitutional. 

Question.  But  was  there  any  class  left,  when  they  declined  to  act  in  the  matter,  except 
these  three  classes? 

Answer.  The  white  people  of  the  country  did  register  and  take  steps  to  defeat  the 
constitution,  legally  and  efficiently,  under  the  act  of  Congress.  These  steps  were  re- 
garded as  amply  sufficient  to  protect  the  State  against  these  three  classes,  and  were 
amply  sufficient  if  Congress  had  kept  faith  with  the  people  of  the  State. 

Question.  At  the  first  election,  in  voting  for  or  against  the  convention,  when  the 
democrats  declined  to  act,  was  there  any  class  to  take  steps  in  regard  to  reconstruction, 
except  these  three  named  classes.  ? 

Answer.  The  democratic  party  voted  against  the  convention. 

Question.  And  were  beaten  ? 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTJJE.  907 

An8wet\  Yes,  sir.  They  voted  against  the  convention,  and  the  convention  was  held. 
I  do  not  know  how  the  thing  was  managed.  I  know  that  the  great  mass  of  the  negroes 
voted  for  the  convention,  and  a  large  number  of  the  whites  were  disfranchised  and 
unable  to  vote  at  all. 

Question,  But  there  is  no  controversy  but  that  a  majority  of  the  votes  were  cast  for 
the  convention  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  as  to  that. 

Question.  The  convention  was  carried,  and  the  constitution  submitted  to  the  people, 
and  then  the  democrats  declined  to  vote  at  all,  either  for  or  against  that  constitution  ? 

Answer.  They  abstained  from  the  polls  as  one  of  the  means  which  they  regarded 
under  the  act  of  Congress  as  the  best  means  to  defeat  the  constitution.  They  regis- 
tered because,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  it  bad  to  be  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters. 
They  came  forward  then  and  registered,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  and  took  every 
step  that  they  thought  was  necessary,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  to  protect  themselves 
from  that  constitution.  Now,  a  great  many  people  of  the  State  held  this  view  in  refer- 
ence to  the  condition :  That  if  the  convention  met  there  while  the  great  mass  of  the 
best  men  in  the  State  were  proscribed  from  holding  office  and  ineligible,  yet,  if  these 
parties  went  there  and  made  a  go.od  constitution,  we  might  accept  it  or  reject  it.  They 
made  a  constitution  which  took  the  premium  for  infamy  over  any  constitutional  affair 
in  the  world. 

Question.  What  peculiarly  infamous  features  are  objected  to? 

Answer.  One  feature  is  this:  Where  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  saw  fit  to  pro- 
scribe from  office  a  certain  class  of  the  best  citizens — a  large  class.  This  convention 
went  further  and  proscribed  them  from  voting. 

Question.  With  the  power  in  the  legislature  to  relieve? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  it  did  subsequently  relieve  them,  but  that  was  the  constitution 
submitted ;  we  were  to  vote  upon  it,  and  these  men  were  prohibited  from  voting. 

Question.  What  other  objectionable  feature  was  there  ? 

Answer.  They  fixed  up  a  school  system  that  is  exceedingly  expensive  and  extrava- 
gant ;  a  school  system  that  would  be  extravagant  for  the  wealthy  States  of  Ohio  or 
New  York,  and  they  imposed  that  upon  us.  In  addition,  they  put  in  the  constitution 
a  test-oath,  which  you  have  read  here.  Americans  have  always  looked  with  dislike 
upon  test-oaths.  We  regarded  them,  as  did  our  English  ancestors,  as  framed  by  one 
faction  in  the  State  to  control  the  other  faction.  This  oath  was  palpably  of  that 
character,  and  made  us  who  did  not  believe  in  the  political  and  civil  equality  of  all 
men,  come  up  and  swear  that  we  accepted  it. 

Question.  Did  you  regard  the  Union  League  as  a  political  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  believe  you  stated,  in  your  examination,  that  you  did  not  regard  the 
KuKlux  organization  as  political  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  will  give  you  one  reason,  conclusive  to  me,  why  the  Loyal  League 
was  a  political  organization.  I  have  heard  prominent  republicans  say,  '^  This  man  is 
seeking  the  League  nomination,  and  we  will  not  have  anything  to  do  with  the  League.^' 
That  League  was  a  kind  of  ring  in  the  republican  party. 

Question.  If  the  Loyal  League  was  political,  and  the  Ku-Klux  was  not,  how  do  you 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Ku-Klux  was  intended  as  an  antidote  to  the  Union 
League  ? 

Answer.  Just  that  far  it  may  have  had,  as  I  explained  before,  a  political  effect  in 
checking  the  operations  of  the  League ;  but  it  was  not  the  political  charaQter  of  the 
League  that  was  to  be  checked.  It  was  the  teachings  in  the  League,  where  we  sup- 
posed negroes  were  taught  hostility  and  animosity  to  the  white  people,  which  they 
exhibited  in  bringing  their  arms  to  public  meetings,  and  in  going  about  the  country 
stealing  and  plundering,  and  firing  off  guns,  and  indicating  that  they  regarded  them- 
selves as  licensed  to  do  pretty  much  as  they  pleased. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  character  of  the  colored  people  here  since  their  freedom — 
since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  great  majority  of  them  have  acted  very -well — ^very  well. 

Question,  As  a  class,  have  they  not  acted  well? 

Answer.  I  think  so ;  I  think  the  negro  population  of  this  section  of  the  State  is  far 
superior  to  the  negro  population  in  the  other  sections. 

Question.  Has  it  not  always  been  reasonably  i^spectful  to  the  white  population  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.  There  were  times  when  the  negroes  were  not  so.  They 
were  not  so  at  the  meeting  I  spoke  of,  on  the  night  of  the  presidential  election,  to  Gov- 
ernor Brown  nor  to  General  Gordon;  they  were  disrespectful  by  making  interruptions 
and  rudeness. 

Question.  Was  this  disrespect  shown  to  those  gentlemen  because  thej^  were  white,  or 
did  lifiey  show  the  same  disrespect  to  the  two  colored  men  who  came  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  all  democrats. 

Question.  It  was  not  a  disrespect  to  the  white  race,  but  a  political  disrespect  oil 
account  of  politics  which  they  were  showing  to  the  other  party? 
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Answer.  The  whole  of  the  white  population  were  democratic,  and  they  charged  upoli 
these  two  old  negroes  that  they  had  turned  rebel'  and  betrayed  their  race,  and  gone 
over  to  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  *What  course  do  you  think  ought  to  have  been  pursued  by  the  colored  men, 
and  such  as  were  disposed  to  act  with  them,  when  the  opportunity  for  reorganizing  was 
given  at  the  time  the  reconstruction  acts  Avere  passed ;  should  they  have  lain  still  and 
waited  for  the  democrats  to  reorganize  the  State,  or  had  they  a  right  to  act  as  best  they 
could  under  the  circumstances  ? 

.  Answer.  I  think  iMhey  had  been  wise  and  prudent  they  would  have  remained  under 
a  decent,  honest,  and  respectable  government  where  they  were,  and  not  sought  to 
orgauize  one  that  had  none  of  the  elements  of  honesty  and  respectability. 

Question.  The  colored  people  under  the  government  then  possessed  no  right  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Under  the  government  that  was  presented  to  them  that  right  was  given  to 
them? 

Answer.  I  think  if  they  had  been  wise  they  would  not  have  wanted  it. 

Question.  Would  not  have  accepted  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  think  they  are  not  wise,  but  they  are  human  beings,  and  were  led 
off  with  the  idea  that  the  right  of  voting  was  a  grand  thing ;  the  forty-millionth  part 
of  the  right  to  govern  this  country  was  a  grand  thing,  and  they  left  work  and  became 
the  enthusiastic  agents  of  these  politiciank 

Question.  Have  you  any  evidence  before  you  that  with  fair,  reasonable  discussion,  if 
both  sides  talked  to  the  colored  population,  they  would  not  vote  intelligently  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  mass  of  them  are  capable  of  understanding  any  political 
question. 

Question.  You  say  you  got  some  five  hundred  votes  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  an  evidence  that  they  did  not  know  how  to  vote,  or  an  evidence 
that  you  could  reach  their  minds  by  persuasion  or  argument  such  as  you  presented  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  strongest  argument  we  presented  to  them  was  in  the  shape  of 
barbecues,  which  were  liberally  supplied.  I  do  not  think  they  understood  any  political 
question  that  was'  discussed,  or  if  at  all,  they  understood  it  vaguely  and  indistinctly. 

Question.  They  did  not  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  then,  because  they  believed  in  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  not  particularly  ;  nor  did  they  vote  the  republican  ticket  either  for  that 
reason  ;  they  were  afraid  the  democratic  party  would  put  them  back  into  slavery.  An 
old  negro,  a  prominent  man  in  the  club  down  here,  told  me,  "  I  intend  to  vote  for  you  ; 
I  liked  your  speech ;  but  if  ybu  put  me  back  into  slavery,  I  never  will  forgive  you.'^ 

Question.  He  would  trust  you  once  ? 

Answer.  He  trusted  me  once. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  spirit  of  law  and  peace  is  considerably 
stronger  now  than  it  had  been  in  previous  years  in  this  State  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  From  all  you  know  of  the  State,  do  you  think  public  sentiment  in  Alabama 
at  present  is  strong  enough  in  favor  of  the  enforcement  of  law  to  protect  life  and  prop- 
erty here  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  Without  the  aid  of  troops,  or  their  presence  or  assistance  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  the  public  sentiment  here  with  all  parties  ;  it  is  certainly  the 
public  sentiment  of  some  of  the  leading  republicans  and  of  the  military  authorities, 
and  pretty  generally  of  the  democrats.  I  think  the  bitterness  and  rancor  of  party  feel- 
ing has  subsided  in  a  great  degree  in  this  section  of  the  SJ;ate. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Governor  Lindsay  has  been  asked  to  call  upon  the 
troops  for  assistance  since  he  has  been  in  power  ? 

J«st(;er.  No,  sir;   I  do  not.    I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  I  would  like  to  understand  you  upon  one  point  of  your  testimony,  and  see 
if  it  corresponds  with  that  of  some  other.  1  understand  you  to  say  that  the  Ku-Klux 
organization  has  gone  out  of  existence  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  That  originally  it  was  desired  to  assist  in  preserving  peace  and  order  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  excuse  they  gave  for  it. 

Question.  And  that  these  men  who  have  committed  outrages  and  crimes  in  disguise 
for  the  last  two  years  really  do  not  now  belong  to  that  organization? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  That  they  are  acting  independently  ? 

^nsw&r.  I  have  not  heard  of  any  disguised  men  in  this  county  for  a  year  or  more. 

Question.  During  what  period  of  time  do  you  think  it  was  necessary  to  call  upon  this 
organization  for  the  i)rotection  of  life  and  property  here  ? 

Answer.  I  have  said  repeatedly  that  I  never  saw  the  jiecessity  for  the  organization  of 
the  Ku-Klux  Klan  at  any  time  or  for  any  purpose.  /-^ 
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Question.  You  think  they  existed  from  about  the  first  part  of  1868  until  the  middle  of 
the  year  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  first  that  I  heard- of  their  appearing  in  this  county,  in  the 
spring  of  1868. 

Question.  Was  there  any  necessity  at  that  time  to  call  to  the  aid  of  the  civil  authori- 
ties any  organization  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  1  think  not. 

Question.  Who,  at  the  time  the  Ku-Klux  organization  existed  in  this  State,  composed 
the  supreme  court  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Judge  Walker  was  chief  justice  and  Judge  Thomas  was  a  justice. 

Question.  Judge  Bird,  of  Selma? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir ;  Judge  Bird  was  the  other. 

Question.  They  formed  the  supreme  court  during  the  war? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  after  the  war  until  the  government  of  the  State  was  hack  in  the  Union  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  until  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed. 

Question.  The  circuit  judges  of  the  State  were  the  same  as  those  that  held  office  dur- 
ing the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  had  all  been  changed  since  the  war.  Every  officer  in  the  State 
had  been  elected  since  the  war. 

Question.  At  what  time? 

Answer.  In  1865.  The  old  officers  that  were  in  office  during  the  war  had  been  turned 
out  by  Mr.  Johnson's  reconstruction.  Governor  Parsons  was  put  in  as  provisional  gov- 
ernor.   His  officers  went  out,  and  the  people  elected  Governer  Patton  and  his  officers. 

Question.  Did  they  elect  judges  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  legislature  did. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  circuit  judges  appointed  by  Governor  Parsons  when  he 
assumed  control  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  think  they  were  all  elected.    That  is  my  impression. 

Question.  AW  elected  ml8Q5^ 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  was  elected  solicitor  in  1865. 

Question.  But  by  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ,*  by  the  legislature. 

Question.  So  that  all  the  judges  of  the  State  you  regarded  at  that  time  as  competent 
and  able  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Governor  Patton  was  your  governor  ? 

Answet\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  whole  administration  of  the  government,  then,  was  in  the  conservative 
or  democratic  j)arty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  this  identical  time,  when  the  Ku-Klux  organization  began  to  exist  in  the 
State? 

Answer.  It  was  formed  about  that  time,  in  view  of  the  reconstruction  measures  that 
had  passed. 

Question.  But  they  did  not  pass  until  March  2,  1867  ? 

Answer.  They  passed  long  before  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  was  organized.  The  Klan  was 
organized  in  1868. 

Question.  You  spoke,  in  your  direct  examination,  of  the  antagonism  of  the  races.  Do 
you  really  think  there  is  any  antagonism  of  race  existing  here  now  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  does  exist  and  always  will  exist,  more  or  less,  among  the  poorer 
white  class  of  the  community  and  the  negroes.  *  I  think  among  the  more  cultivated 
and  wealthy  classes  of  the  whites  it  does  not  exist.  The  poorer  classes  of  the  whites 
apprehend  that  the  negro  will  be  put  upon  terms  of  social  equality  with  them  in  the 
public  schools,  in  churches,  and  in  public  conveyances. 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  features  of  the  constitution  of  which  you  complain ;  do  I 
understand  you  to  say  that  the  degree  of  disfranchisement  in  the  constitution  was 
greater  than  the  degree  of  disfranchisement  imposed  by  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Con- 
gress ? 

Answer.  Greatly.  I  stated  that  the  constitution  went  beyond  the  act  of  Congress. 
Where  Congress  had  simply  proscribed  from  office,  they  proscribed  both  from  office  and 
from  suffrage. 

Question.  Did  not  the  reconstruction  acts  of  Congress  disfranchise  from  voting  ? 
Answer.  1  think  they  did  in  the  question  upon  the  election  of  the  convention.    I 
am  not  certain  of  that,  but  the  fourteenth  amendment  did  not. 

Question.  We  are  not  talking  of  the  amendments.    The  degree  of  disfranchisement 
in  th^  State  constitution  was  the  same  as  the  degree  embodied  in  the  reconstruction 
acts  of  Congress. 
Answer.  1  think  not.    That  is  not  my  understanding. 

Question.  The  same  clause,  I  think,  was  transferred  to  the  constitution,  taken  exactly 
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from  the  reconstruction  acts.  In  the  first  election  we  had  under  the  reconstruction  acts 
in  this  State  for  convention,  did-  the  democratic  party  or  conservative  party  elect  or 
nominate  any  candidates  for  the  convention  which  framed  the  constitution  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  There  was  but  one  democrat  or  conservative  in  the  convention,  was  there  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any. 

Question.  They  had  the  opportunity  of  electing  candidates,  did  they  not  ? 

Answer.  The  white  i)eople  of  this  State  regarded  the  government  at  the  time  as  a 
legal  government,  and  as  back  in  the  Union,  and  Congress  as  going  outside  of  its  author- 
ity in  passing  these  laws. 

Question.  So  they  abstained  from  all  participation  in  framing  the  new  constitution  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  democratic  majority  in  this  county  in  the  election  of  1868  ? 

Anstver.  About  three  hundred,  1  believe.    I  do  not  remember  exactly. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  how  much  it  was  in  the  last  election  ? 

Answer.  It  was  nine  hundred  and  seventy  odd. 

Question.  In  a  democratic  county  like  this,  how  does  it  happen  that  republicans,  of 
whom  you  complain,  hold  seats  in  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  I  have  answered  that  question  repeatedly.  Because  the  democratic  party  of 
the  State  concluded  to  accept  the  terms  of  Congress,  and  while  they  went  forward  and 
registered  they  abstained  from  voting,  so  that  a  ipajority  of  the  registered  voters  of 
the  State  not  voting  the  constitution  would  be  lost. 

Question.  Then  you  might  have  prevented  these  men  from  taking  seats,  if  you  had 
chosen  ? 

Answer.  We  had  no  power  to  resist  Congress.  They  had  the  power  to  do  anything 
whatever  that  they  saw  fit  to  do,  and  they  exercised  it.  If  we  had  had  the  "power 
we  would  have  resisted. 

Que^ion.  You  might  have  elected  your  candidate  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  We  thought  the  best  plan  of  defeating  the  constitution  was  to  stay  away,  and 
that  plan  was  legalized  by  the  act  of  Cougress  itself.  We  had  not  the  slightest  idea, 
although  we  had  had  such  bitter  experience,  that  Congress  would  dare,  in  the  face  of 
the  nation,  to  go  back  upon  that  act.  We  had  the  same  idea  about  it  then  that  Mr. 
Thad.  Stevens  had  afterward,  that  it  was  simply  infamous  to  put  that  constitution 
upon  us  under  the  circumstances.    He  was  bitterly  opposed  to  it. 

Question.  I  wish  to  ask  a  few  questions  in  regard  to  the  riot  that  occurred  here  ;  did 
you  ever  hear  that  Mr.  Charles  Hale,  of  whom  you  spoke,  was  a  deputy  sherijff  or  dep- 
uty maishal  here  ? 

Ansioer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  upon  that  day  the  men  whom  he  had  with  him  and 
who  had  arms  were  under  his  direction  and  authority,  as  deputy  sherijff  or  marshal  of 
this  place  ? 

Answer.  I  know  to  the  contrary. 

Question.  Had  he  ever  acted  in  that  capacity  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  had  charge  of  the  other  men  you  saw  under  arms  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  them  under  arms.  I  did  not  see  either  of  these  parties  under 
arms,  but  I  heard  from  members  of  both  parties  that  they  went  out  respectively  to  the 
western  and  northern  pikes  to  anticipate  the  Ku-Klux  coming  into  town. 

Question.  Did  you  suspect  Mr.  William  W.  Cox  of  being  a  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  afterward  in  the  examination  that  there  was  evidence  tending  to 
show  that  he  was  one.  He  was  either  one  of  them  or  in  sympathy  with  them.  He 
was  indicted. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  those  with  him  or  about  him  were  members 
of  the  organization  or  sympathized  with  him  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  him  that  night. 

Question.  Do  you  think  any  of  the  white  men  about  the  streets  and  around  the  court- 
house fence,  who  were  upon  the  ground  who  were  undisguised,  were  members  of  the 
organization  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  have  no  more  reason  for  believing  that  they  were  members  of  it  than 
they  had  for  believing  that  I  was  a  member  of  it. 

Question.  About  what  time  did  you  have  that  conversation  with  General  Forrest  in 
regard  to  this  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  1  think  it  was  in  the  spring  of  1868.  I  am  not  certain.  I  remember  he  was 
in  my  office  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  of  me  in  reference  to  what  were  the  statutes 
of  our  State  as  to  insurance  companies.  He  was  representing  one,  and  after  that  cout 
versation  he  commenced  talking  about  this  Ku-Klux  business  up  in  Tennessee. 

^Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  other  way  for  the  two  races,  being  nearly  equally 
divided  in  this  State,  to  live  peaceably  together,  except  upon  the  basis  of  'civil  and 
political  equality  in  the  eyes  of  the  law  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  the  negro  race  is  a  submissive  race.    I  think  it  is  a  great 
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evil  to  have  so  large  a  population  in  the  quasi  condition  of  slaves  or  in  a  kind  of 
peonage ;  but  I  think  the  negroes  would  be  more  li4feely  to  submit  to  it  than  the 
■whites,  and,  I  think,  as  long  as  white  ia.pd  black  people  live  together  in  the  ^ame  coun- 
try, the  one  will  be  the  dominant  race  over  the  other,  and  I  prefer  that  that  should  be 
my  race. 

Question.  Then  you  do  think  that  you  could  live  peaceably  together  if  the  negroes  con- 
stituted a  non- voting  portion  of  the  population  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  remember  the  Huntsville  Democrat  containing  an  article  published, 
I  think,  in  the  year  1868,  advising  the  people  to  ostracize  all  individuals  who  voted  the 
republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  any  article  of  similar  import  ? 

Aftswer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  heard  tl^at  charged  upon  the  editor  of  the  Democrat. 

Question.  Was  it  denied  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was  directly  denied. 

Question.  Are  they  not  practically  ostracized  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  so.  I  think,  for  instance,  that  Colonel  Bradley,  and 
Mr.  Figures,  and  Judge  Hammond,  and  Colonel  Davis,  and  others  are  in  good  social 
standing  in  the  community. 

Question.  They  are  not,  all  of  them,  natives,  are  they  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  so. 

Question.  Did  you  mention  Mr.  Day  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  Davis.  I  do  not  think  they  have  as  many  political  friends  by  about 
a  thousand  in  the  county,  and  I  do  not  think  their  political  relations  are  as  agreeable 
as  they  would  be  if  they  were  democrats. 

Question.  Do  they  come  under  your  classification  of  scalawags  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  all  scalawags  are  not  ostracized  socially? 

Answe7\  No,  sir.  I  would  like  to  say  that  those  gentlemen,  when  called  scalawags, 
some  of  them,  repudiate  it,  and  some  of  them  admit  it.  Some  of  them  say  they  are 
not  scalawags,  but  there  is  a  lower  class  in  the  republican  party  that  are  scalawags — 
*'  negro-phils,"  [philantrophists.] 

Question.  What  was  the  entire  vote  cast  by  both  parties  at  the  last  general  election 
in  the  State  of  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Was  it  less  than  two  hundred  thousand  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  was. 

Questioyi.  Was  it  more  than  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  give  an  approximate  estimate  of  the  vote  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  about  one  hundreii  and  seventy  thousand  votes  cast. 

Question.  What  Avas  the  democratic  majority  ? 

Answer.  About  three  thousand,  I  believe,  was  the  official  count. 

Question.  Is  this  oue  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  supposed  to  be  about  the  amount 
of  registered  votes  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  full  registered  vote.  I  think  it  is  very  far  short  of  the 
full  vote  of  the  State. 

Question.  What  is  the  registered  vote  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  nearly  two  hundred  thousand. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  that  is  colored  ? 

Answer.  It  is  impossible  to  tell ;  that  is,  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  is  the  reg- 
istered vote  of  the  State,  because  at  every  election  in  this  county,  since  this  constitu- 
tion has  been  put  upon  tis,  great  crowds  of  negroes  come  up  here  and  register,  and 
some  that  registered  before  register  again.    They  register  repeatedly. 

Question.  Your  entire  population  at  the  last  census  was  less  than  a  million,  was  it 
not? 

Ansiver.  It  lacked  exactly  eight  persons,  I  believe,  of  being  a  million. 

Question.  If  your  entire  population,  then,  is  less  than  a  million,  would  you  not  think 
two  hundred  thousand  a  large  estimate  for  your  registered  vote  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  a  big  estimate. 

Question.  Now,  what  proportion  of  the  registered  vote  is  colored,  and  what  proportion 
white  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  are  one  hundred  and  fifteen  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand white  votes  in  the  State. 

Question.  And  you  suppose  that  thirty  thousand  of  this  number  are  disqualified  un- 
der the  fourteenth  amendment  from  holding  ofiSce  ? 

Answer.  YeS;  sir  j  I  have  no  means  of  knowing,  but  I  just  calculate  froni'this  co|iTDty. 
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Question.  What  number  in  tliis  county  are  disqualified  ? 

Answer,    Well,  I  should  sai|l  there  were  at  least  five  hundred. 

Question^  How  many  counties  have  you  in  tljis  State  ? 

Answer.  There  are  sixty  odd. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  this  would  be  an  average  of  the  number  of  persons  dis- 
qualified throughout  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  thought  about  that ;  this  is  a  large  county ;  this  is  more  than 
an  average  county  ;  but  it  was  our  custom,  when  we  got  a  good  officer  in  this  county 
to  keep  him  for  years  and  years,  and  so,  there  were  not  so  many  office-holders ;  but 
everybody  who  held  any  position,  however  humble,  before  the  war,  and  participated 
in  the  rebellion  in  any  way,  is  proscribed. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Sheets,  of  whom  you  spoke,  the  same  person  who  was  elected  on  the 
Grant  ticket  in  1868? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  was  an  elector  or  not,  but  he  is  the  consul  to 
Elsinore,  in  Denmark,  now.    His  name  is  C.  C.  Sheets. 

Question.  He  jyas  the  one  visited  by  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  I  heard  him  say.  He  said  they  treated  him  very  politely,  but 
lectured  him  very  severely. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  13, 1871. 
HENRY  PETERS  TURNER  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  is  called  by  the  minority,  I  will  ask  General  Blair 
to  examine  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  State  where  yon  live,  Mr.  Turner. 

Answer.  I  live  about  thirteen  miles  north  of  this,  sir. 

Question.  Near  what  place  ? 

Answer.  Near  Meridianville. 

Question.  What  business  do  you  follow  ? 

Answer.  Farming? 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  couple  of  negro  men  by  the  name  of  Aleck  Marchbanks  and 
Henry  Kidd? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  lived  with  me  one  year  on  my  place. 

Question.  When? 

Ansiver.  It  was  in  1869,  sir. 

Question.  Those  two  men  have  been  before  the  committee,  and  have  stated  in  their 
testimony  here,  that  they  lived  on  your  place  at  about  that  time,  and  that  they  were 
Ku-Kluxed.  Aleck  Marchbanks  testified  that  he  was  taken  out  of  his  cabin  and  hung 
up  by  the  neck  in  the  night  by  the  Ku-Klux.  The  other  man  testified  that  he  was  run 
off  on  the  same  night. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  not  so,  as  I  know  of,  at  all.  I  never  knew  the  Ku-Klux  there 
but  once,  and  then  they  didn't  stop. 

Question.  Did  not  stop  at  the  house  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  they  just  passed  by.  The  lane  runs  by  the  house,  and  they  passed 
on.    Nothing  of  the  sort  ever  happened  there. 

Question.  They  testified  that  they  were  compelled  to  leave  that  part  of  the  county  by 
reason  of  the  Ku-Klux. 

Answe}\  It  is  not  so. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  communicate  anything  of  the  kind  to  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  it  at  all,  sir.  I  was  there  all  the  time,  pretty  much, 
on  the  place. 

Question.  How  close  was  your  house  to  the  one  which  they  occupied  ? 

Ansiver.  1  suppose  about  thirty  or  forty  yards. 

Question.  Could  such  a  thing  have  taken  place  as  for  a  band  of  armed  men  in  the 
nigiit  to  come  to  your  place,  so  close  to  where  you  were  living  ?  I  think  one  of  them 
testified  it  was  about  10  o^clock  at  night. 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  I  would  have  known  it.  The  people  would  haVe  let  me  know  it  if 
it  had  happened. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  these  men  ? 

Answe7\  Well,  sir,  I  don^t  think  there  is  much  confidence  in  them.  They  didn^t  live 
with  me  but  one  year.  They  left  after  Christmas  the  following  year,  1870~ju8t  before 
6r  about  Christmas. 

Question.  After  the  tiipe  for  whicH  they  had  contracted  to  live  with  you  had  ex- 
pired ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Did  you  ever  see  this  man  Aleck  Marchbanks  exhibit  wbat  be  declared  to 
De  the  scars  left  there  by  the  limbs  of  a  peach-tree  on  whicli  he  was  suspended  ?  Did 
you  ever  see  any  such  marks  upon  his  neck  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  If  there  had  been  such  marks  on  his  neck,  in  fact,  remaining  so  as  to  show 
at  the  present  time,  would  you  not  have  discovered  it  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  saw  him  every  day.  I  would  have  known  it,  of  course,  from  his 
being  there  on  the  place.  They  would  have  told  me  about  it.  There  was  nothing  ever 
said  to  me  about  it,  nor  the  other  negroes  on  the  place  either.  I  had  a  good  many  living 
on  the  place. 

Question.  If  injuries  had  been  inflicted  in  that  way  on  the  man^s  neck  so  as  to  leave 
a  scar  visible  to  this  time,  would  you  not  have  noticed  it  at  the  time  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  I  would  have  known  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  year  did  these  two  men  work  on  your  place  ? 

Answer.  Eighteen  hundred  aud  sixty-nine,  I  think,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  they  lived  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  about  that  distance. 

Question.  You  say  you  never  saw  the  Ku-Klux  but  once  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  the  fall  some  time. 

Question.  In  the  fall  of  1869  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  How  many  were  ^n  the  gang  ? 

Answer.  Not  more  than  five  or  six. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  this  after  night,  or  in  day-time? 

Answer.  It  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  night.     We  had  not  gone  to  bed. 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Eiding  along  the  public  highway  in  front  of  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  not  a  public  road,  but  a  neighborhood  road — a  lane  in  front  ot 
the  house. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  they  were  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whom  they  visited  that  night? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  of  their  operations  that  night  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  they  came  from  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.    I  donjt  know  anything  about  that. 

Question.  If  you  did  not  see  any  band  yourself,  did  you  hear  of  anj^  more  that  fall? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  since  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  one; 

Question.  How  long  before  that  had  you  seen  or  heard  of  such  a  band  ? 

Answei\  I  don't  remember  the  time.  I  heard  of  some  during  the  spring  before  that, 
probably. 

Question.  The  spring  of  1869  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  not  in  that  country.  I  heard  of  them  down  about  Huntsville 
and  in  this  country,  but  not  in  my  neighborhood. 

Question.  That  was  the  only  instance  in  which  you  have  ever  have  heard  of  Ku-Klux 
in  your  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  gone  to  bed  when  they  passed  by  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  hadn't  gone  to  bed. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  curiosity  to  see  where  they  went  to  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn^:ib.^iow  them  at  all. 

Question.  How  far  did  J|iW watch  them  down  the  road  ? 

Answer.  I  suppo'se  abo&tfifty  or  sixty  yards.    I  could  not  see  further  than  that. 

Question.  Were  they  gbibg  in  the  direction  of  those  negro  cabins  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  pa^ed  by  them.  The  cabins  are  not  more  than  thirty  or  forty 
yards  off. 

Question.  Before  they  came  to  the  house  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  after  they  went  by  my  house  they  went  by  the  cabins,  too.  They 
were  all  on  a  line. 

58  A  r-        I 
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Question.  Did  you  make. any  inquiry  of  your  neighbors  afterward  as  to  what  errand 
they  were  going  on  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not. 

Question.  Why  ?    Did  it  not  excite  any  curiositj'  in  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  five  men  should  he  riding  about  at  that  hour  of  the  night,  in  disguise, 
on  disguised  horses,  did  not  create  any  surprise  on  your  part? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  had  heard  of  them  before  that  riding  through  the  coun- 
try. I  thought  I  was  attending  to  my  own  business,  and  I  would  have  nothing  to  do 
with  them. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  them  before  that  doing  any  mischief  as  they  rode 
through  the  country  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  a  Ku-Klux  doing  mischief? 

Answer.  O,  I  have  heard  of  it ;  but  I  don't  know  anything  particular. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  committing  any  mischief  in  Madison  County  ? 

Ansiver.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  did;  but  I  could  not  really  tell  you  anything  certain. 

Question.  When  was  it  that  this  mischief  should  have  been  committed  ? 

Sinswer.  I  cannot  recollect. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  no  idea  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot. 

Question.  Were  there  any  members  of  that  Ku-Klux  Klan  in  your  part  of  the  county  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know.    I  couldn't  tell  you  about  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  oath  that  bound  that  order  together  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Of  their  by-laws? 

Ansiver,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  their  pass-words  or  signs  ? 

Answe^\  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  their  obligation  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Never  heard  anything  about  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  anything  in  the  papers  in  relation  to  the  origin  of  the 
•order,  their  oath  and  obligation,  and  what  they  were  organized  for  ? 

Answ€i\  I  have  seen  pieces  in  the  paper ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  believe  them  to  be  true  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  true  or  not  ? 

Question.  You  have  no  opinion  upon  the  subject  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  had  much  curiosity  about  it  ? 

Answer.  No, sir;  not  a  great  deal. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  understand  who  comi)osed  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  the  men  who  are  in  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Whether  they  were  young,  or  middle-aged,  or  old  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  could  not  tell ;  I  don't  know  who  they  are. 
'  Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  one  who  admitted  that  he  belonged  to  the  order  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  did 

Question.  Did  any  one  ever  approach  you  and  desire  you  to  join  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  a  den  or  branch  of  the  order  up  in  your  part  of  the  county  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.    If  there  was,  I  didn't  know  it. 

Question.  You  never  heard  it  go  reported  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  was  it  said  their  headquarters  were  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  habit  of  visiting  the  negro -quarters  very  often  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  yes,  sir ;  I  was  there  every  day. 

Question.  Did  you  go  into  the  cabins  ? 

Answer.  1  would  go  around  then ;  I  did  not  go  in ;  I  was  passing  Ijackward  and  for- 
ward. 

Question.  It  was  not  a  common  occurrence  for  you  to  go  inside  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  go  inside. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hoar  that  the  guns  and  pistols  of  the  negroes  were  taken  away 
frpm  them  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  in  the  habit  of  visiting  their 
houses  and  taking  away  their  guns  ? 
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An8icei\  Yes.  sir ;  I  lieard  that. 

Question.  Did  you  believe  it  to  be  true? 

Answer.  That  is  what  they  said ;  1  didn't  kuow  whether  it  was  so  or  not. 

Question.  Who  said  so? 

Answer.  I  heard  the  negroes  say  so. 

Question.  Negroes  on  your  place  ? 

Answe)\  No,  sir ;  but  in  the  neighborhood. 

Question.  Who  did  they  say  took  away  their  guns  ? 

Answer.  They  said  disguised  men ;  they  didn't  know  who. 

Question.  In  what  year  was  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  1868. 

Question.  How  many  negroes  did  you  hear  say  that? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember;  it  was  just  common  talk  through  the  country. 

Question,  Did  it  seem  to  be  a  general  practice  in  that  year  for  the  Ku-Klux  to  take 
away  their  guns  and  pistols  ? 

Anstver.  I  don't  kuow  whether  it  was  or  not;  I  just  heard  them  talking  about  it ;  I 
did  not  pay  much  attention  to  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  about  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  appearing  on  the  streets  ot 
Huntsville,  in  large  numbers  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  of  that  once. 

Question.  Did  you  believe  that  to  be  true  ? 

Ansioer.  I  suppose  it  was ;  I  heard  a  good  many  say  so  ;  I  was  living  out  in  the  conn 
try,  you  know ;  I  suppose  it  was,  though.    I  lived  alsout  thirteen  miles  from  here. 

Question.  May  not  these  negroes  have  been  whipped  upon  some  night  when  you  knew 
nothing  of  it,  or  have  been  taken  out  of  the  cabins  ? 

An8W€fi\  I  don't  know,  sir ;  I  reckon  I  would  have  heard  of  it  from  them  or  fron* 
Bome  of  the  others  on  the  place. 

Question.  But  suppose  they  were  afraid  to  tell  you,  you  would  not  have  heard  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  of  course  not,  if  they  were  afraid  to  tell  me. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

•Question.  To  what  political  party  do  you  belong  ? 

Answer.  The  democratic  party. 

Question.  Did  you  take  much  part  in  politics  ? 

Answe}\  No,  sir  ;  none  at  all.  I  don't  have  but  very  little  to  do  with  politics.  I  am  a 
farmer,  and  do  not  meddle  with  politics  much. 

Question.  Are  they  mostly  democrats  in  youj:  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  some  belong  to  the  other  party. 

Question.  Which  is  the  stronger? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  expect  the  other  party  is  the  stronger  in  my  immediate 
neighborhood. 

Question.  Were  you  at  home  all  the  time  in  the  year  1869  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  not  all  the  time.  I  was  away  from  home  sometimes ;  I  was  at  hor^e 
most  of  the  time  though. 

Question.  Were  you  away  for  a  week  at  a  time  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  never  longer  than  one  night.  I  sometimes  staid  away  one  night 
and  came  back  early  in  the  morning';  but  I  was  at  home  i^ost  of  the  time,  night  and 
day. 

Question.  You  never  staid  away  from  home  a  week  at  a  time  ? 

Answer.  Never  longer  than  one  night. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  have  never  heard  of  any  case  of  negroes  being  whipped  up  in  your 
part  of  the  county  ? 
Ansiver.  No,  sir. 


Huntsville,  Alabama,  October  13, 1871. 
JAMES  M.  MOSS  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  has  been  summoned  by  the  minority,  his  examina- 
tion will  be  conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Qu<isiion.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Ansioer.  About  five  and  a  half  miles  north  of  this  place. 
Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 
Answer.  I  have  lived  in  this  county  since  September,  1866» 
Question.  Are  you  farming  1 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  /<-^  t 
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Question.  Do  you  know  a  negro  named  Joe  Gill  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  yellow  man. ' 

Question.  Gray-headed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  him  ? 

Answer.  Well,  he  lived  on  my  place  thr^je  years,  I  believe ;  he  lived  there  in  1866,  and 
"went  away  in  1867.  I  don't  know  that  it  was  but  two  years ;  he  came  back  in  1868, 
and  whether  he  staid  one  or  two  years  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  What  is  his  charactea-  ? 

Answer.  His  character  is  about  like  all  the  rest  of  them. 

Question.  How  is  that;  is  he  a  reliable  man,  of  good  character? 

Ansiver.  Well,  the  character  of  the  whole  of  the  blacks  is  so  me  thing  like  this:  When 
I  said  he  was  about  like  all  the  rest,  most  of  them  will  steal  any  little  things,  and  from 
habit,  or  some  other  cause,  they  will  sometimes  tell  things  that  are  not  so. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  steal  anything  from  you  f  , 

Answer.  He  stole  a  little  cotton  from  us  the  first  fall,  the  fall  of  1866. 

Quesiioyi.  Did  he  steal  a  mule  from  you  ? 

Answer.  No. 

Question,  What  was  the  transaction  about  the  mule  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  remember  of  any ;  a  mule  liked  to  have  killed  him  the  first  year — 
m  breaking  the  mule. 

Question.  Did  he  not  cheat  you  out  of  a  mule  ? 

Ansiver.  No  ;  he  went  off  owing  me  a  little  something. 

Question.  On  a  mule  trade  ? 

Answer.  Well,  on  a  horse.  I  sold  him  a  horse,  and  furnished  him  supplies  to  go  on 
the  next  year — meat  and  trade  at  the  store  here,  and  he  went  off,  and  I  did  not  know 
it  until  he  had  gone  off. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  his  running  off? 

Ansiver.  I  supposed  that  the  cause  of  his  running  off  was  the  story  they  got  out  about 
him  cohabiting  with  this  girl. 

Question.  Who? 

Answer.  Well,  with  a  girl  who  was  supposed  to  be  his  own  daughter.  He  called  her 
his  daughter. 

Question.  Cohabited  with  his  own  daughter  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  what  the  negroes  say. 

Question.  From  what  you  know  of  him  and  his  reputation,  would  you  believe  him  on 
Ms  oath  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  would  not  know,  hardly,  how  to  answer  that  question.  There  are 
not  many  of  them  that  I  would  believe  on  their  oath,  unless  I  knew  something 
myself  in  the  matter.  For  instance,  in  a  matter  that  would  come  up,  and  they  would 
swear  to  it,  and  I  didn't  know  anything  about  it  at  all,  then  I  would  not  know  whether 
it  was  so  or  not ;  do  you  understand  me  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  want  you  to  say  whether,  from  his  character  and  what  you 
know  of  him  yourself,  and  his  reputation  among  those  who  do  know  him,  you  would 
believe  him  on  his  oath  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  how  to  answer  that  any  different  from  what  X  have  before.  If 
I  had  reason  to  believe  from  some  other  cause,  from  any  other  source,  I  would  believe 
him  just  as  I  would  the  larger  majority  of  them.  Old  Joe  is  pretty  sharp  and  pretty 
shrewd — shrewder  than  the  common  run  of  the  field-hands  here.  He  has  had  more  ex- 
perience, I  reckon. 

Question.  Would  you  believe  him  in  anything  where  he  had  any  interest  to  swear 
what  was  false  ? 

Answer.  Well,  if  I  was  on  a  jury,  and  testimony  of  that  sort  came  up,  I  should  just 
believe  as  much  of  it  as  I  saw  reason  to  believe,  and  no  more.  They  are  mistaken  a 
great  many  times  about  things— don't  understand  things. 

Question.  Did  you  believe  the  story  the  negroes  tell  about  his  cohabiting  with  his 
daughter  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did  rather  believe  it,  from  the  fact  of  his  daughter  being  big ;  and  one  of 
the  hands  told  me  he  was  passing  the  cabin  and  heard  him  talking  to  hec  about  it. 
Joe  was  living  with  a  woman  he  called  his  wife,  and  she  was  away,  and  one  of  the 
hands  went  to  the  cabin  and  heard  Joe  talking;  and  that  is  what  makes  me  believe 
that  part  of  it.  And  then  he  ran  away  directly.  I  didn't  hear  this  story  at  all  until 
after  he  ran  away.  I  have  another  place  where  I  lived,  five  and  a  half  miles  from 
Huntsville ;  and  I  have  another  place  eleven  miles  from  Huntsville,  and  that  is  where 
he  was. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  was  the  cause  of  his  absconding  from  the  country  ? 
Answer.  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  If  he  were  to  give  before  this  committee  another  reason  for  Ms  absconding 
from  the  country,  would  you  believe  it  I 
Answer.  No,  I  should  not ;  because  I  believe  that  is  the  reason  he  left. 


lOO 


gle 


ALABAMA — SUB  -  COMMITTEE.  917 

Question.  Now,  what  are  your  politics  f 

Answer.  I  am  a  republican.  I  gave  the  only  Grant  vote  given  in  Meridianville  pre- 
cinct.    Two  more  townships  in  this  county  did  not  give  a  single  one. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  South  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  born  in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  Chautauqua  County,  and 
moved  from  there  to  Illinois  in  1836,  and  went  to  Iowa  in  1854,  and  came  down  here  in 
1866. 

Question.  You  have  been  a  republican  ever  since  you  came  here  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  always  voted  that  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  there  is  a  heap  of  them  dare  not  vote  it. 

Question.  Why  not  ? 

Anstver.  They  thought  it  would  not  be  healthy  for  them,  I  reckon. 

Question.  White  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

^licstiom  Were  they  intimidated? 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  know  as  you  would  call  it  intimidation;  I  just  think  they 
lacked  a  little  back-bone.  Still,  I  think  probably  with  a  poor  man  maybe  it  would 
have  gone  harder  with  him  than  with  another. 

Question.  What  kind  of  influence  was  used  to  induce  men  to  vote  in  a  particular 
.way? 

Answer.  Well,  the  Ku-Klux  rode  here  in  1868. 

Question.  Pretty  extensively  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  their  visiting  the  negroes,  and  punishing  them  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  knocked  them  abound  some. 

Question.  Did  they  visit  your  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  visited  me  a  good  many  times. 

Question.  Visited  you,  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.'  ^ 

Question.  Did  they  everl:hreaten  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  didn't  amount  to  anything. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Armed? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  O,  they  rode  up  in  our  neighborhood — I  lived  up  there  then — they 
rode  there  in  day-time.    In  most  places  they  rode  in  the  night. 

Question.  Did  "you  understand  that  the  organization  had  a  political  object? 

Answer.  That  is  my  understanding. 

Question.  Will  you  define  what  you  understood  its  object  to  be? 

Answer.  Well,  they  got  one  of  my  negroes  up  here  and  put  a  rope  around  his  neck, 
and  got  the  rope  up  over  a  limb,  and  told  him  he  must  vote  for  Seymour  and  Blair,  and 
I  suppose  the  negro  promised  to  do  it — I  don't  know.    They  didn't  hang  him. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Answer.  Job  Keliy.  They  came  around  first,  and  took  their  arms  away  from  them. 
Some  of  them  had  some  sort  of  old  blunderbusses  and  some  decent  guns,  but  not  much. 
Some  had  revolvers  sometimes.  They  hit  one  old  fellow  over  the  head.  They  came  to 
my  house.  The  first  time  they  came  on  Friday  about  noon.  About  sixty  cahie  on  the 
lower  end  of  my  place.  My  .place  consists  of  two  square  pieces,  cornering  on  each 
other.  I  lived  near  the  extremity  of  the  whole  tract,  about  the  center  of  one  portion, 
and  the  negroes  were  near  the  corner  of  the  other  portion.  I  was  boiling  sorghum 
molasses  the  day  they  came.  About  sixty  came  on  the  lower  end  of  the  plaee  where 
the  darkeys  were,  but  only  three  came  up  where  I  was.  That  was  about  noon.  They 
didn't  say  anything  to  me  particularly.  They  stopped  when  they  went  up  and  when 
they  went  back.  When  they  went  up  they  stopped  and  asked  if  any  of  the  negroes 
had  any  guns.  There  are  two  cabins  further  on.  In  the  first  one  they  did  not  get  any 
guns.  There  was  one,  but  they  did  not  get  it.  In  the  next  one  they  had  an  old  army 
musket.  I  don't  know  what  they  call  it ;  it  was  a  great  big-bored  old  thing.  There 
were  two  men  living  there,  one  old  man  and  his  son-in-law.  The  gun  belonged  to  the 
son-in-law,  and  the  old  man  told  them  he  had  no  gun.  The  negro  was  up  on  the  build- 
ing, fixing  the  roof.  Tbe  old  man  told  them  he  hadno  gun.  They  found  it  afterward, 
and  they  hit  him  and  cut  him  quite  a  gash  on  his  head  with  a  revolver,  and  they  came  to 
my  house.  I  had  not  been  to  Huntsville  in  about  six  weeks.  It  is  a  pretty  good  day's 
ride  to  co^e  down  here  and  do  the  trading'  I  had  to  do.  I  got  home  about  9  o'clock, 
and  I  Sad  to  go  down  to 'the  sorghum-works  to  close  up  there.  I  was  very  tired,  and 
I  went  to  bed,  and  they  came  about  3  o'clock  Sunday  morning.  I  don't  think  I  had 
ever  stirred  since  I  struck  the  bed,  I  had  slept  so  sound.  My  wife  was  sick  and  one 
little  child  was  sick  and  was  in  the  room  adjoining,  and  the  colored  woman  tending  on 
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my  wife  came  and  shook  me,  and  the  first  shake  I  didn^t  wake  up.  The  second  time 
she  shook  me,  and  said,  "Wake  np,  Mt.  Moss,  the  Ku-Klux  is  coming."  It  was  a 
"bright  moonlight  night,  and  as  I  waked  up  I  looked  through  the  front  window  and  saw 
thein  riding  along  the  road.  They  turned  ia  to  what  had  been  an  old  kitchen,  where 
one  family  lived,  and  I  thought  as  long  as  I  had  waked  up  I  would  not  go  to  bed  until 
I  saw  what  they  did.  I  didn't  think  of  their  coming  to  me.  I  had  not  heard  of  their 
going  to  any  of  the  white  folks'  houses,  but  the  first  I  knew  they  jumped  the  yard 
fence,  and  were  coming  with  revolvers  in  their  hands  to  the  door  and  wanted  I  should 
come  out.  I  told  them  I*  should  not  come  out.  They  wanted  I  should  open  the  door. 
I  told  them  I  should  not  open  the  door.  They  staid  maybe  twenty  or  twenty-five  min- 
utes and  called  me  a  coward  and  threatened  to  hang  me,  and  one  thing  or  another,  but 
I  thought  it  was  on  the  other  leg,  because  there  was  twenty  or  thirty  of  them  and 
only  me  and  my  son  about  sixteen  years  old  inside.  They  went  off.  They  have  been 
at  "my  house  several  times  since  then,  and  they  always  stopped  and  hallooed  on  the 
road  like  anybody  does.     I  found  one  of  their  gowns,  and  they  came  and  got  that. 

Question.  Came  in  their  disguises  and  got  it? 

A7isiver.  Yes,  sir.  I  never  opened  the  door  to  them.  In  warm  weather  the  window 
vras  up  and  down.  They  have  passed  there  several  times  besides.  They  licked  that 
old  negro  Joe  Gill  one  night. 

Question.  While  he  was  living  on  your  place? 

A7i8iver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances. 

Answer.  1  don't  know  anything  about  it,  except  what  I  heard  from  him.  They  took 
him  off  to  one  side. 

Question.  What  did  he  tell  you  ? 

Ansiver.  He  told  me  that  there  were  three  of  them  came  and  called  him  out.  They 
called  him  out  a  little  way  into  the  timber,  and  he  said  there  were  considerable  more 
there,  but  there  were  only  three  licked  him.  They  licked  him  with  a  halter  strap. 
K c  said  there  was  a  ring  or  knot  in  the  end  of  it,  and  he  Avas  pretty  badly  bunged  ux> 
and  sore. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  marks  ? 

Ansiver.  I  saw  the  welf  s  where  that  thing  struck.    They  were  as  big  as  a  hen's  egg. 

Question.  On  his  back  ? 

Ansiver.  All  over  him.    They  made  him  lie  down  on  his  belly  and  struck  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  long  was  that  before  he  left  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  recollect  now.  I  cannot  tell  without  I  look  at  my  books  when  he 
left.  I  think  Februar^^,  1869,  was  about  the  time  he  left,  or  else  February,  1870.  I 
don't  know  whether  he  lived  one  or  two  years  there.  This  was  along  in  the  winter 
before,  perhaps  three  months  before  he  left. 

Question.  What  did  he  teliyou  they  said  they  whipped  him  for  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  they  whipped  him  for.  I  suppose — he  bought  an  old 
v/agon  of  a  j)oor  white  man  up  there,  and  agreed  to  pay  him  ^40,  and  paid  him  $20, 
and  it  was  only  worth  $10,  and  he  wanted  him  to  throw  off  some,  and  at  a  blacksmith 
shop  near  there  they  had  some  words  about  it,  and  I  understood  they  whipped  him  for 
saucing  him.  You  know  the  customs  are  a  little  different  here  from  what  they  are  in 
other  places.    They  are  not  alike  all  over. 

Question.  Have  you  finished  your  general  statement,  or  are  there  other  instances  you 
wish  to  mention  ? 

Answe)\  There  are  none  I  wish  to  mention  that  I  know  of.  They  came  to  my  house 
another  time  when  a  young  felloW  named  Kennard  was  out  there  registering.  I  don't 
know  what  election  that  was;  I  think  it  was  1869.  They  kind  o'  wanted  to  scare 
him  off. 

Question,  Was  he  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  know  whether  he  was  or  not.    He  was  registering  the  names. 

Question.  You  say  they  came  for  the  purpose  of  scaring  him  off? 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  did. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  on  that  visit  ? 

Ansiver.  They  wanted  to  know  how  I  was  going  to  vote,  and  what  he  was  doing. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  answer  did  you  make  to  them? 

Answer.  I  told  them  I  was  going  to  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  in  reply  to  that  ? 

Ansiver,  They  said  we  should  not  vote  that  way. 

Question.  Did  they  make  any  threats  ? 

Answer.  Not  then. 
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Question.  Did  they  afterwards? 

Answer.  No. 

QM-estion.  Had  they  before  that  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  know  ;  I  would  not  really  call  it  threats.  After  I  had  voted  m 
the  fall  of  1868,  at  the  i)residential  election,  I  heard  this ;  I  don't  know  it ;  I  only  say 
it  as  I  heard  it :  A  man  down  town  said,-''  There  is  that  old  Yankee  Moss  that  voted 
for  Grant  out  in  Meridian,  and  he  won't  live  more  than  six  weeks."  1  didn't  get  mad 
about  it,  but  I  have  lived  more  than  six  weeks  since  then.  No,  I  don't  think  they 
intended  to  do  anything,  only  to  scare. off  the  negroes,  and  I  advised  all  my  hands  to 
stay  at  home  and  not  get  into  any  fusses. 

Question.  Why  did  they  wish  to  scare  off  the  negroes  ? 

Ansiver.  I  8upi)ose  that  anybody  conversant  through  here  knows  that  if  everybody 
would  say  to  everybody  else,  "  Just  go  and  vote  as  you  please,"  this  county  would  go 
twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  republican  majority  all  the  time. 

Question.  Did  they  wish,  then,  to  drive  off'  the  republicans,  as  far  as  you  could  un- 
derstand it ;  to  drive  off  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  They  told  them,  so  the  negroes  told  me,  they  must  either  not  vote  at  all  or 
else  vote  for  Seyniour  and  Blair. 

Question.  Were  those  men  that  visited  your  house  at  the  times  you  have  spoken  of 
always  disguised  ? 

Answer.  All  of  them. 

Question.  Were  they  mounted  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

(^jfesfion.  Were  they  armed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  were  armed  in  the  day-time,  and  they  carried  their  revolvers 
right  out  in  their  hands.  At  night,  when  the  two  men  came  and  knocked  at  my  door, 
I  saw  the  revolvers,  and  I  saw  some  of  the  revolvers  in  some  of  the  others'  hands. 

Question.  How  many  times  from  first  to  last  have  you  seen  these  disguised  bands ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  seen  them  six  different  times. 

Question.  Generally,  how  large  were  the  bands  ? 

Answer.  They  were  from  three  to  thirty,  what  I  saw.  I  didn't  see  any  of  the  big 
bands  together. 

^M€s/iow.  Have  you  any  knowledge  where  they  came  from  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  nobody  can  tell  that ;  there  is  no  use  in  ta;lking.  Some  pretend 
that  they  can  tell  who  they  are,  but  you  see  some  of  them  have  a  sort  of  mouth-piece 
with  them  to  speak  through  that  c^on't  make-  a  natural  tone  at  all,  and  then  their  faces 
are  covered  up.  What  I  call  our  home-made  Ku-Klux,  what  I  suppose  are  onr  home- 
made Ku-Klux,  have  i^ither  a  cheap  rig  on  by  the  side  of  our  ordinary  Ku-Klux. 
This  gown  I  fou.nd  was  just  a  loose  gown  with  big  long  sleeves  to  it,  and  then  they 
have  a  piece  of  the  long  gown  thrown  up  over  the  head  if  they  want  to^  but  it  has 
eye-holes,  and  all  Christendom  could  not  tell  who  was  inside  of  it  by  seeing  the  eyes. 
What  I  call  the  Tennessee  Ku-Klux  had  a  very  good  rig.  They  look  pretty  wellj  with 
a  red  coat  trimmed  off  with  black,  and  when  they  threw  the  piece  up  over  it  was  lined 
^Yith  different  color  from  the  rest.  They  had  a'  sort  of  rubber  capes  with  fixings  to 
come  all  over  them  in  a  rain-storm.  They  could  wear  that  down.  The  two  that  came 
to  my  house^  m  the  first  place  were  strangers,  because  they  did  not  have  their  face- 
pieces.    It  was  pretty  Avarm.    They  were  strangers. 

Question.  Did  the  Ku-Klux  themselves  tell  you  where  they  came  from? 

Answe)\  They  never  told  me;  I  never  asked  them  ;  but  that  Ku-Klux  organization  is 
all  gone  by  the  board  long-ago.  You  see  this  was  in  1868.  Now,  I  think  the  regular 
Ku-Klux  organization  was 'organized  for  a  political  purpose,  and  they  found  they  had 
failed,  because  it  hurt  them  in  other  places  more  than  they  gained  here  and  it  degene- 
rated down  into  a  sort  of  robbing.  If  a  man  wants  to  do  anything  of  the  kind  now  he 
puts  on  a  disguise  to  do  it. 

Question.  Is  it  common  still  for  men  wanting  to  commit  depredations  on  property  to 
assume  disguises  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  go  in  bands  ? 

Ansiver.   An  old  fellow  living  below  me,  and  keeping  a  grocery-store,  and  a  little 
whisky,  too,  I  guess  they  robbed  him  three  times. 
Question.  When  was  that  ?  ' 

Answer.  The  first  time  they  robbed  him  was  a  year  ago  about  Christmas,  and  then  it 
run  along  awhile.  There  were  two.  I  was  settled  down  where  I  am  living  now.  This 
man  lived  on  my  place.  I  had  just  been-  down  to  the  quarters,  and  met  two  men  in  the 
road,  on  horseback,  and  the  old  man  said  I  had  not  been  gone  five  minutes  until  they 
came  and  robbed  him  of  thirty  or  forty  dollars  in  money  and  a  watch  ;  and  the  next 
time  they  came,  they  were — what  do  you  call  these  men  that  collect  this  government 
tax?  _^ 
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By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Revenue  officers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  they  were  revenue  officers,  and  the  old  man  had  jusfc  paid 
his  license — that  is,  the  whisky  tax.    Don't  that  go  to  the  Government  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Well,  he  had  just  paid  his  tax  the  day  hefore,  and  they  said  it  must  be  he 
had  paid  it  to  the  wrong  man;  that  they  wanted  to  see  his  papers,  and  as  quick  as  they 
got  his  door  open  they  just  drew  a  revolver  on  the  old  fellow  and  told  him  to  shell  out. 
He  gave  up  what  money  he  had,  but  the  old  woman 'had  some  money  that  they  did  not 
get.    They  shot  the  old  man  that  night. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Killed  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  they  scared  him.  The  next  time  there  were  five  or  six  came. .  I  didn^t 
see  them.    I  Avas  down  there  about  five  minutes  after  they  had  gone  away,  they  said. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  that  time  ? 

Answer.  They  robbed  him  again.  He  hadn't  got  much  money  by  that  time,  though  ; 
it  was  pretty  much  all  gone.    But  I  didn't  count  that  Ku-Klux  at  all. 

Question.  Did  they  call  themselves  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  had  the  same  whistles ;  I  found  one  of  their  whistles ;  it 
is  a  little,  short  whistle,  not  over  two  and  a  half  inches  long.  It  was  made  of  pewter, 
and  had  a  little  ball  that  whipped  about  in  the  middle  and  made  it  like  an  old  bass- 
w^ood  whistle  put  in  water,  if  you  ever  did  that  when  you  w'ere  a  boy. 

By  Mr.  Blaiu  : 

Question.  When  they  whistle  inj^hat  way  it  sounds  like  a  good  many  of  them  ? 

Answer.  They  would  always  whistle  when  they  went  by  my  house  at  night.  They 
had  their  headquarters  up  there  where  they  get  up  out  of  th€  graves.  They  would 
always  whistle  to  make  the  dogs  bark. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  late  was  this  last  visit  they  paid  to  this  old  man  on  your  placed 

Ansiver.  That  was  along  in  the  spring.  They  were  about  three  or  four  months  mak- 
ing the  three  visits.  Just  about  the  time  they  thought  he  had  a  few  dimes  on  hand 
they  Would  come.  I  believe  they  got  forty  the  first  time,  thirty  the  next  time,  but 
very  littld  the  next  time. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  depredations  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  of  a  good  many. 

Question.  By  disguised  men  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Lately? 

Anstver.  About  the  last  I  recollect  now  is  their  killing  old  John  Markham. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  I 

Ansiver.  It  is  some  time  within  two  months. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  as  you  heard  them. 

Answer..  I  don't  know  anything  about  it,  except, what  I  heard.  In  the  first  place, 
Markham  married  a  widow"  woman  that  had  a  good  deal  of  property,  and  I  guess  he 
did  not  use  her  very  well ;  and  she  had  a  son  by  her  first  husband  named  Townsend. 
He  was  a  pretty  bad  fellow  any  w^ay,  I  presume.  He  rode  with  the  Ku-Klux  all  the 
while,  aud  he  is  mixed  up,  too.  I  think  he  is  one  of  them  that  raided  that  old  man. 
I  knew  the  hors^es  the  first  night  they  raided  this  old  man  on  my  place.  I  knew  the 
color  of  the  horses,  and  I  inquired  about  them,  and  found  they  belonged  to  a  man  away 
up  at  Hazle  Green;  and  he  said  they  were  taken  away  fr^m  his  stable  and  brought 
back  loose  next  morning,  showing  marks  of  hard  riding.  This  son  of  this  widow 
woman  had  threatened  to  kill  Markham,  I  understood,  and  I  heard  that  two  or  three 
nights  before  he  was  killed  three  disguised  men  rode  uj)  to  Park  Townsend's  and  in- 
quired for  him.  Both  of  them  were  named  Park  Townsend,. this  one  supposed  fo  have 
killed  Markham,  and  another  one  that  is  older.  We  call  the  one  that  killed  him  young 
Park,  and  the  older  one  I  guess  is  a  pretty  nice  man.  One  of  my  men.  Green  DePruett, 
w^as  right  there  at  the  time  Markham  was  shot,  and  they  supposed  the  lamp  had 
bursted,  and  come  to  find  out  Markham  was  dead. 

Question.  How  late  in  the  evening  was  this  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  it  was  supper-time;  not  very  late;  I  presume  just  after  dark. 

Question.  Was  that  said  to  have  been  done  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

A7isiver.  Nobody  kuows ;  nobody  saw  them,  as  I  heard  of,  but  disguised  men  went 
and  inquired  two  or  three  nights  before  for  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  They  fired  through  the  window  ? 

An&wer.  The  window  was  up ;  it  was  warm  weather.  They  came  into  the  back  part 
of  the  yard  and  tore  up  two  palings.    They  could  see  where  the  horses  were  hitched. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  the  case  ever  investigated  judicially? 

Answer.  Sciuire  Strother  went  up  there  as  coroner,  I  suppose.  I  don't  know  what  h.Q 
did.  \ 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  indicted  for  it  ? 

Answer.  It  lias  only  been  a  little  while. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  arrested  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Two  men  left  the  neighborhood ;  that  is,  young  Park  Townsend 
and  his  brother-in-law.    They  left  the  nei^c^hborhood  that  night. 

Question.  Did  these  two  men  call  on  Markham  or  Townsend  ? 

Answer.  They  called  on  young  Park  Townsend,  the  cousin  of  Park  Townsend. 

Question.  State  any  other  acts  of  violence  that  have  occurred  the  present  year. 

Answer.  I  have  got  down  into  a  little  more  quiet  neighborhood,  and  l"am  not  so 
much  interested. 

Question.  You  have  moved  from  that  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  moved  a  year  ago  last  February.  Up  there  on  the  edge  of  this 
State  and  the  border  of  Tennessee  it  is  a  kind  of  barren  land,  and  there  is  a  large  class 
of  a  kind  of  poor  whites  living  there  that  did  pretty  well,  I  guess,  bushwhackiog  dur- 
ing the  war,  and  aot  used  to  it,  and  everybody  got  demoralized  during  the  war.  The 
people  got  so  they  didn't  think  anything  of  killing  a  man,  general. 

Question.  So  far  as  your  knowledge  extends,  are  the  men  who  are  committing  these 
acts  of  violence  now  the  same  men  who  were  originally  engaged  in  the  Ku-Klux  Klan? 

Answer.  I  presume  they  were  engaged  in  the  regular  Ku-Klux  Klan ;,  but  I  don't 
think  the  regular  Ku-Klux  Klan  is  a  regular  organization  at  all.  I  think  it  has  run 
into  this,  as  I  told  them  it  would  do.  As  far  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  is  concerned  no 
power  on  earth  could  put  it  down,  because  if  there  was  a  squad  of  soldiers  on  every 
plantation  they  would  hav^  Ku-Klux,  because  there  is  so  many  by-ways  to  go  back 
and  forth. 

Question.  I  take  it  from  what  you  say  that  the  laws  are  not  very  efficiently  executed 
in  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  They  were  executed  about  as  well  as  they  were  here.  They  rode  right  into 
Huntsville  in  1868  several  times.  They  rode  right  over  the  place  I  am  living  on  just 
about  noon,  about  forty  or  fifty  of  them. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  In  1868.  I  bought  the  place  in  March,  but  did  not  move  down  there.  Some 
of  them  rode  then,  but  as  a  general  thing  what  I  call  regular  Ku-Klux  did  not  ride  only 
to  take  the  guns  from  the  negroes.  If  they  happened  to  find  five  cents  they  would  not 
take  it.  At  the  time  they  rode  over  my  place  they  took  ten  cents  from  one  little  negro 
and  five  cents  from  another.    I  thought  that  Avas  getting  pretty  low  down. 

Question.  Was  that  by  the  regular  Ku-Klux  1      '    ' 

Answer.  Yes,  sir*;  but  they  did  not  generally  rob  any  one,  except  to  take  guns  and 
ammunition. 

Question.  And  sought  to  influence  negroes  to  vote  for  the  Seymourand  Blair  ticket? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  or  to  stay  away,  either  to  not  vote  at  all  or  vote  that  way. 

Question.  If  all  persons,  black  and  white,  were  allowed  freedom  to  express  their  sen- 
timents at  the  ballot-box  in  Madison  County,  at  this  time,  what  in  your  ox)iuion  would 
be  the  republican  majority  ? 

Answer.  From  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  colored  people  at  this  time  are  intimidated  from 
voting  their  real  sentiments  ? 

Answer,  I  don't  doubt  it  at  all. 

By  Mr.  EiCE : 

Question.  How  far  is  this  upper  place  of  yours  from  Meridianville  ? 

Answer.  Three  miles  and  a  half. 

Question.  How  liir  is  it  from  Mr.  Turner's  ? 

Answer.  Where  Mr.  Turner  lives  is  some  distance.  I  go  up  and  turn  east  from  Merid- 
ianville. My  house  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  the  Meridian  road  and  Mr.  Tur- 
ner's nearly  that  much  west  of  it  and  a  little  further  this  wa^^. 

Question.  You  live  about  three  miles  apart  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  these  occurrences  you  spoke  of  happening  up  there  were  in  his 
neighborhood  as  well  as  yours  ? 

Aiisiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  He  would  be  as  likely  to  hear  of  them  as  yourself? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  would  be  likely  to. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  negroes  on  his  place  being  visited  by  the  Ku- 
Klux? 
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Answer.  No,  sir.  Althougli  he  did  not  live  more  than  four  miles  from  where  I  live, 
at  the  same  time  he  comes  in  a  different  way  from  what  I  do  to  town,  and  I  hardly 
ever  see  him  except  I  happen  to  meet  him  two  or  three  times  a  year. 

Question.  Is  he  a  very  decided  democrat  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  your  laborers  take  your  advice  when  you  told  them  it  was  best  for 
them  not  to  go  to  the  polls  ? 

An8icer\  Yes,  sir.  I  met  old  Joe  Gill.  The  election  was  on  Tuesday.  They  had  a 
row  here  on  Saturday,  and  that  judge  down  here,  what  was  his  name? 

By-the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Judge  Thurlow. 

Answer.  He  was  killed  here,  and  a  darkey.  I  came  down  Monday,  and  I  met  old  Joe 
this  side  of  MeridianviUe.  He  had  got  about  four  miles  from  home  and  was  coming 
down  to  vote,  to  go  back  next  day,  so  as  not  to  be  abused.  1  told  him  he  had  better 
go  back. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  he  go  back? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  none  of  your  laborers  voted  ? 

Answer.  No,  air,  none ;  only  I  voted  myself.  I  would  not  have  voted,  but  I  didn't 
want  to  be  blulfed  off.  I  thought  if  I  did  not  go  and  vote  they  would  think  they  had 
scared  me  off. 

Question.  Did  other  negroes  in  your  neighborhood  abstain  from  voting  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes  ;  hardly  any  voted. 

Question  Are  the  negroes  quite  easily  intimidated? 

Answer.  Yes;  they  have  always  been  kept  under,  and  if  a  white  man  tells  them  any- 
thing they  of  course  go  by  it.  I  might  send  any  hand  that  is  at  work  for  me  now  and 
tell  him  to  go  and  do  a  certain  thing  two  or  three  miles  off,  and  if  you  met  him  and 
told  him  to  do  something  he  would  go  off  and  do  it,  and  neglect  what  I  have  told  him 
to  do. 

Question.  They  are  subject  to  fear? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  as  it  is  that,  it  is  habit,  habit. 

Question.  Do. not  these  hideous  disguises  act  on  their  superstition  and  add  to  their 
intimidation  in  that  way  ? 

Answer.  They  look  pretty  bad. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  reason  to  doubt  that  Joe  Gill  had  been  whipped  ? 

Ansiver.  O,  no ;  I  saw  the  marks. 

Question.  If  he  should  swear  that  he  had  been  whipped  by  the  Ku-*Klux  on  a  certain 
night,  would  you  believe  him  ? 

Answer.  Why,  I  saw  the  marks.  I  heard  of  his  being  whipped,  and  I  went  down 
and  examined  him  myself,  and  he  was  pretty  badly  beaten  up.  He  told  me  that  three 
of  them  hit  him.  fifteen  licks  apiece  Avith  a  beveled  stcap. 

Question.  Was  Joe  a  pretty  good  manager  on  the  plantation  ? 

Ansiver.  He  was  a  pretty  good  worker. 

Question.  He  worked  with  you  in  1866  ? 

Answer.  He  worked  on  my  place,  not  with  me. 

Question.  Was  it  from  you  he  took  some  cotton  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  part  of  my  cotton.  He  hid  some  cotton.  The  lint-room  jfloor  was 
only  loose  boards.  Old  Joe  was  x)utting  up  cotton  with  one  or  two  more,  and  he  slipped 
some  under  the  floor.  It  was  about  the  last  of  June,  and  he  thought  the  room  would 
t)e  unlocked  and  he  would  get  some  cotton  in  that  way.  Any  of  them  will  steal  a  little 
thing  like  that. 

Question.  You  employed  him  after  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  no  use  in  talking,  any  of  them  that  has  white  around 
their  eyes  will  steal  little  things,  and  that  is  all.  They  will  steal  little  things,  but  only 
little  things. 

Question.  Because  they  are  in  the  habit  ? 

Ansiver.  They  steal  from  one  another. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  anybody  was  whipped  on  Park  Townsend's  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  killed  three  in  open  daylight.  That  was  the  first  killing  the^ 
Ku-Klux  done  ? 

Question.  Wliat  were  the  circumstances  ? 

Answer.  I  only  know  what  I  heard.  They  had  a  little  more  spite  against  negroes 
:w]¥>  had  been  in  the  Union  Army  than  others. 

Q^uestion.  Had  you  not  a  number  of  negroes  in  this  country  who  had  been  in  the 
Union  Army  ? 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir  j  a  good  many. 
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Question.  Did  not  most  of  those  guns  belong  to  such  men  ? 

Answer.  I  have  two  that  have  worked  for  me'  ever  since  I  have  been  here  that  were 
in  the  Union  Army.  One  of  them  did  not  stay  in  a  good  while  ;  he  got  sick.  The 
other  staid  until  the  war  closed.  TJiat  old  man  they  took  and  hit  with  a  revolver 
had  this  fellow's  gun,  an  old  musket. 

Question.  An  old  smooth-bore  ? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir ;  it  had  been  cut  off. 

Question.  You  started  to  tell  the  circumstances  of  the  three  being  killed. 

Answer.  These  three  fellows  talked  too  much.  They  had  been  in  the  Army  and 
thought  they  could  do  about  what  they  pleased.  They  told  what  they  could  do.  The 
Ku-Klux  did  not  allow  anybody  to  say  what  they  could  do  with  them.  You  must  not 
say  anything  against  them  ;  and  these  negroes  told  in  a  bragging  sort  of  way  what 
they  would  do  if  they  encountered  them.    This  is  all  hearsay. 

Qncsiion.  Do  you  deem  it  reliable  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  heard  it  from  a  great  many  different  sources. 

Question.  Please  to  state  it  ? 

Answer.  The  lirst  time  they  came  to  Park  Townsend's  they  came  to  a  negro's  house 
that  had  been  in  the  Union  Army.  They  went  to  ransacking  the  house,  and  the  negroes 
got  out  through  a  hole  and  went  off  and  got  an  old  shot-gun  and  tired  at  them,  and 
scared  them  off,  and  they  left  a  lot  of  traps.  They  brought  their  things  down  to  town 
here.  I  believe  they  took  them  back  again  ;  I  don't  know  what  was  done  with  them. 
They  still  kept  telling  what  they  were  going  to  do,  and  the  Ku-Klux  came  right  along, 
in  broad  day-light,  about  the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  and  one  negro  stood  his.  ground 
pretty  well,  and  fired  off*  his  revolver  at  them,  but  I  suppose  he  fired  it  along  ways  oft", 
and  they  came  up  and  shot  three  of  them  ;  two  they  killed  dead,  and  one  died  in  two 
or  three  days. 

.Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  trouble  up  in-New  Market  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  in  the  New  Market  way  at  all ;  that  is  another  road  to 
Huntsville.    That  is  the  road  further  to  one  side  that  Turner  is  on. 

Question.  Were  those  men  killed  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Aj2siver.  Yes,  sir,  regular  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Was  nobody  arrested  for  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  you  could  not  tell  anything  about  it.  It  has  been  a  very  great 
trouble  to  detect  parties.  It  is  impossible,  it  seems  impossible  to  put  it  down.  Public 
opinion  has  gofc  to  put  it  down,  that  is  the  only  way.  If  there  had  been  in  the  Ku- 
Klux  times  a  squad  of  soldiers  on  every  plantation  they  would  have  gone  on.  The 
thing  has  passed  on  now  and  is  quiet.  It  is  now  more  old  grudges  than  anything  else. 
You  see  the  people  have  lived  a  long  time  together  and  married  in  together,  and  you 
can'hardly  say  ''  booh  !"  to  a  man  anywhere  but  you  are  talking  to  some  of  his  rela- 
tives, and  of  course  they  have  a  great  many  grudges,  grudges  between  old  residents.  I 
apx)rehended  that  the  organization  would  degenerate  into  just  such  a  thing.  I  went 
to  some  of  the  leading  men  of  Meridianville,  Sunday  morning  after  they  had  been  to 
my  house  ;  that  was  the  only  rough  time.  As  to  the  other  tim'e  I  cared  nothing  about 
it,  because  they  came  along  the  road  just  like  anj? body  ;  but  that  time,  jumping  the 
fence  and  calling  me  a  mean  man  and  coward,  and  every  such  thing,  when  they  were 
armed  and  outside  and  I  inside — I  was  armed,  it  is  true ;  I  had  a  good  rifle  and  a  dou- 
ble-barreled shot-gun,  and  a  revolver,  and  Spencer  carbine,  with  nine  loads,  and  I  cal- 
culated to  give  them  the  best  I  had 

Question.  What  did  you  tell  these  people  ? 

Answer.  I  told  them  I  was  free-born,  of  lawful  age,  and  had  been  well  recommended, 
and  was  not  going  to  be  run  away.  AVhen  I  told  a  man  to  come  into  my  house  he 
could  come  in,  and  when  I  told  people  they  must  stay  out,  why  they  must  stay  out ; 
and  if  they  attempted  to  come  in  some  of  them  would  have  to  be  carried  off  on  a 
shingle. 

Question.  You  purchased  there  in  1866  ? 

Answer.  In  February,  1866.  In  one  sense  the  Ku-Klux  are  to  blame  for  these  little 
petty  depredations  that  are  going  on  now,  and  in  another  sense  the  Ku-Klux  are  not. 

Question.  You  think  public  seutiment  is  better  than  it  had  been  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  say  now  that  they  were  wrong. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  they  ever  in  their  visits  to  your  house  throw  it  up  to  you  that  you 
were  a  Yankee  and  a  radical  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  I  don't  know  that  they  did  ;  but  they  used  my  hands  worse  than  those 
on  the  adjoining  plantations. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Quhiion.  Did  they  try  to  break  you  up  and  drive  off  your  hands  ? 
Amwer.  Well,  they  kept  working  at  my  hands  and  beating  them  about  a  good  deal. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Because  they  were  working  for  you  ? 
An8we7\  I  supx^ose  it  was  for  that. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  never  attempted  to  hold  any  office  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  no  politician.  I  don't  want  any  office  ;  "but  I  calculate  to  go 
to  hell  ray  own  road,  and  vote  just  whatever  ticket  I  have  a  mind  to. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  men  who  have  come  down  here  and  kept  aloof  from  politics, 
and  purchased  property,  and  attempted  to  live  here  are  proscribed  by  public  senti- 
nient? 

Answer.  I  know  of  one  man  from  Ohio,  up  Eight  on  the  Meridian  road.  He  is  a  sort 
of  weak-kneed,  long-legged  Buckeye.  He  has  never  voted,  and  yet  they  have  bothered 
him  some. 

Question.  Is  he  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  he  is ;  he  takes  the  New  York  Tribune  ;  I  guess  he  is  a 
republican. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  long  has  he  lived  there  and  not  voted  ? 
Answer.  He  lived  there  three  years. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  You  say  he  has  had  trouble  also  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  pestered  him  some  this  summer.  He  is  a  carpenter  and  a 
joiner  ;  has  a  first-rate,  good  family,  and  quiet,  and  don't  want  to  say  anything  to  hurt 
anybody.    He  just  attends  to  his  own  business. 

Question.  What  have  they  done  to  him  this  summer  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  have  hanged  around  his  house  some ;  they  didn't  hurt  him  any. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Disguised  men? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  went  there  disguised. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  That  is  not  very  agreeable  to  a  man  and  his  fkmily  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  it  is  not;  it  is  rough.  The  rough  time  they  .came  on  me,  my  wife 
was  sick,  and  one  of  the  little  girls.  My  wife  was  pretty  badly  scared.  She  was  in 
the  room  to  herself,  but  she  took  cold  from  that,  and  that  has  cost  me  quite  a  doctor's 
bill.  The  time  there  were  sixty  of  them,  they  rode  plumb  through  my  cotton  spread 
out  to  scare  the  negroes.  They  knocked  it  over  the  ground.  That  was  not  called  for 
at  all,  because  they  could  have  scared  them  well  enough  without  doing  that.  My 
hands  laid  out,  and  did  not  sleep  in  their  houses  for  three  or  four  months  ;  they  didn't 
know  what  was  coming. 

Question.  Do  you  not  find  it  difficult  to  carry  on  a  plantation  ? 

Answer.  I  canuot  doit  at  all.  You  could  not  hire  a  hand  from  Huntsville  to  come  out 
and  staj^  all  night.    You  could  not  have  got  one  for  ten  dollars  a  day. 

Question.  Were  they  afraid  ? 

Answer.  Afraid. 

Question.  Is  not  this  riding  over  the  country  very  injurious  to  the  interests  of  the 
country? 

Answer.  0,  I  tell  you  they  have  quit  it;  but  in  former  times,  of  course,  it  hurt  the 
country,  hurt  it  all  over.  In  that  year  that  they  rode,  1888,  the  crop  I  made  I  never 
got  picked  out  until  March. 

Question.  You  could  not  hire  men  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  get  hands;  you  could  not  get  them  out  there  to  save  your 
soul. 

Question.  Cotton  was  valuable,  was  it  not,  that  year? 

Answer.  It  is  valuable  every  year;  it  costs  aheap  of  work. 

Question.'  Have  any  gin-houses  up  there  been  burned  or  disturbed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  no  houses  burnt  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Any  public  schools  in  your  part  of  the  county,  for  white  or  colored  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  is  a  colored  school  up  in  Meridianville  now,  but  I  don't  know 
for  certain.    Schools  are  pretty  scarce ;  the  people  are  scattered  so  bad. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  being  broken  np  or  interrupted,  or  teachers 
run  off? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  A  young  fellow  over  at  Limestone  that  has  worked  for  me  here  a  month 
or,  six  weeks  ago,  said  that  the  darkeys  had  got  up  a  school  for  a  school-house,  and  on 
Saturday  it  took  fire  and  burnt  down.  He  said  they  were  to  have  had  school  Monday 
morning. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  was  that  ? 

Ansive)'.  In  Limestone  County. 

Question.  Was  that  a  late  occurrence  ? 

Ansicet\  That  was  about  six  weeks  ago,  laying-by  time. 

Question.  Arc  the  people  of  this  country  in  favor  of  free  schools  ? 

Answer.  I  guess  they  are. 

Question.  Are  they  in  favor  of  colored  schools  ? 

Jnsiver.  As  far  as  I  know ;  I  have  not  heard  anything  against  them  up  our  way. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  anything  said  against  the  negro  voting  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  myself— I  won't  say  blacks  at  all,  either ;  but  I  will  say,  I  don't 
think  myself  that  any  persons  are  fit  to  vote  until  they  can  read  and  write  a  little  and 
sign  their  own  name. 

Question.  Is  that  the  general  opinion  in  this  part  of  the  State,  so  far  as  you  know  ? 

Answer.  The  opinion  is  difierent  from  that ;  they  think  the  negroes  ought  not  to  vote, 
any  way  ;  but,  you  see,  I  include  the  whole.  We  have  a  class  of  poor  whites  that  don't 
know  more  than  the  negroes. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  On  that  plan  you  would  disfranchise  30,000  voters  in  this  State  ? 
Answer.  I  expect  a  long  ways  more  than  that. 

Question.  Did  not  the  census  of  1860  give  30,000  adults  who  could  not  read  or  write  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  whites. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  It  would  include  all  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  No,  not  all ;  some  of  them  can  read  ;  some  of  them  learn  pretty  well ;  and  some 
of  them  are  quick ;  just  teach  them  two  or  three  letters,  and  they  will  begin  to  ha-ha, 
and  they  know  the  whole  thing.  I  have  two  little  negroes,  one  twenty  and  the  other 
sixteen  or  seventeen ;  learn  them  anything,  let  some  one  say  something  to  make  them 
laugh,  and  tbey  cannot  tell  what  it  was.  Just  get  a  good  solid  ha-ha,  and  they  cannot 
tell  what  it  was.  You  see,  the  blacks  out  in  the  country  are  very  different  from  what 
they  are  in  this  town. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  So  far  as  you  have  heard  an  expression  of  opinion,  do  you  think  the  people 
of  the  State  of  Alabama  would  be  disposed  to  take  away  negro  suffrage  if  they  had 
the  power  of  doing  it  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  hardly  know  whether  they  would  or  not ;  I  believe  they  would  not 
if  they  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  would  be  willing  to  allow  them  the  suffrage  ? 

Ansiver.  I  believe  they  would,  if  they  voted  with  the  democratic  party.  I  know 
some  of  them  do  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  If  I  was  a  pretty  strong  democrat — I 
never  made  a  practice  of  telling  a  man  how  he  shall  vote,  and  never  have  since  I  came 
in  the  State,  black  or  white.  They  have  asked  me  many  a  time  ;  I  would  say,  "  I  am 
going  to  vote  so  and  so,  and  you  vote  as  you  please."  I  vote  as  I  think  is  right.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  I  was  a  pretty  strong  democrat,  and  anxious  to  make  votes,  and  had 
hands  on  my  place,  and  told  them,  like  most  of  them  have  told  them,  that  they  must 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  or  get  out  of  this,  I  think  they  would  be  apt  to  vote  that 
way. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  You  think  that  has  been  said  to  them  in  this  part  of  the  State? 
Answer.  I  am  pretty  sure  about  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  If  the  negroes  were  left  to  their  own  free  choice,  have  you  any  idea  that 
any  of  them  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  1 

Ansiver  I  think  about  one  in  a  million  would— just  about.  They  have  got  a  good 
deal  of  sense,  and  still  they  have  not  got  good  sense  either. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  They  all  feel  that  the  republican  paYty,  in  its  policy  and  measures,  has  been 
friendly  to  them  ? 
Ansiver.  Tliej^,  all  of  them,  think  of  Lincoln  as  a  great  man. 
Question.  They  entertain  about  the  same  opinion  of  Grant,  do  they  not? 
Answer.  They  run  back  to  Lincoln  more  than  they  do  to  Grant. 
Question.  'I  hat  is  natural,  is  it  not,  situated  as  they  were  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  lind  yourself  in  any  Wiiy  slighted  by  the  native  population  of 
Alabama  on  account  of  being  a  northern  man  ? 

^Answer.  They  did  slight  us  a  good  deal;  F  didn't  feel  it  so  much,  because  I  was 
around  all  the  while ;  but  the  women  folks  did.  The  first  settlement  we  settled  in 
was  not  a  good  neighborhood.  Wo  have  got  into  a  very  good  neighborhood  now,  and 
I  don't  know  but  that -we  aroused  as  well  as  anybody. 

Question.  What  did  the  Avomen  comi)lain  of  ? 

Answer.  Nobody  would  come  to  see  them  ;  nobody  at  all. 

Question.  Because  they  were  from  the  North  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  That  social  proscription  has  passed  away,  you  think  ? 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  the  last  year  has  made  a  great  deal  of  difference.  I  don't  know 
as  they  are  much  to  blame  for  it.  You  see  they  have  always  lived  right  here.  Their 
leading  men  liad  gone  off,  and  were  w^eil  versed  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  perhaps 
better  than  any  of  the  leading  men  we  had  in  the  North.  I  guess  they  had  more  money 
and  more  time  to  spend,  and  1  think  they  understood  things  first  rate.  But  the  great 
mass  of  the  plantei-s  that  owned  the  land  staid  at  home  all  the  time  ;  they  just  visited 
their  kinfolks  and  neighbors,  and  were  not  used  to  seeing  men.  I  have  lived  in  Illi- 
nois and  Iowa.  Sometimes  I  would  meet  what  we  call  a  Yankee  there,  coming  from 
Eastern  States.  When  he  came  out  to  us  his  ways  were  altogether  different  from  west- 
ern X)eople's  ways.  They  are  more  like  southern  people  than  what  we  called  Yankees 
in  the  six  Eastern  States.  These  people  here  had  lived  here  so  long  together,  and  not 
had  any  emigration,  that  when  a  stranger  came  among  them  it  was  to  them  like  going 
to  the  circus.  When  I  first  came  here  1  drove  my  own  team.  I  thought  I  could  drive 
it  as  w^ell  as  any  negro,  and  sometimes  I  would  have  two  or  three  negroes  in  the  wagon 
behind  ;  but  I  should  have  been  on  a  horse  riding  before  or  beside  and  had  the  negroes 
driving ;  that  would  have  been  the  style.  So  when  I  would  drive  my  team  in  this  way, 
the  peoide  would  turn  around  as  they  x>assed  and  gawk  at  me  lik(?  I  was  circus.  Now 
they  are  all  driving  their  own  teams  themselves. 


HuNTSviLLE,  Alabama,  Octoher  14, 1871. 

JOHN  H.  WAGER  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Please  to  state  your  residence  and  occupation. 

Answer.  Huntsville,  Alabama ;  agent  and  disbursing  ofiScer  of  the  Freedmen^s  Bu- 
reau. 

QmsUon.  When  did  you  come  to  Alabama  ? 

Ansiver.  I  came  to  Alabama  in  September,  1865. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  ? 

Answer.  As  a  private  citizen. 

Question.  How  long  after  that  did  you  become  connected  with  the  Freedmen's  Bu- 
reau ? 

Ansiver.  I  entered  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  as  a  clerk  for  Colonel  Edwin  Beecher  in 
May,  1867. 

Question.  Have  you  been  connected  with  the  Bureau  ever  since  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  point  have  you  been  stationed  ? 

Answer.  I  was  stationed  at  Montgomery  until  about  the  last  of  September,  and  then 
I  was  ©rdered  up  to  Athens,  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  September  of  what  year  ? 

Answer.  September,  1888 ;  and  in  February,  1869, 1  was  ordered  here,  and  have  been 
here  ever  since.    I  came  here  the  1st  of  February,  18^. 
Question.  Did  you  marry  South  ? 
Answer.  I  married  a  lady  of  Elmore  County,  Alabama. 

By  the  Chaii^man  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  any  experience  with  the.Ku-Klux  Klan? 

Answe7\  No  personal  experience  since  1868.  They  never  interfered  with  me  person- 
ally. When  I  was  on  a  visit  to  my  father-in-law,  in  Elmore  County,  Alabama,  one 
Sunday  night,  they  took  my  horse  out  and  disfigured  it  very  much.  They  slit  his  ears, 
cut  a  piece  of  the  ear  off  and  then  doubled  it  up  and  slit  it  down  so  as  to  make  it  stand 
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in  the  shape  of  a  V,  and  they  cut  all  the  hair  off  of  his  tail  and  mane,  and,  I  suppose, 
evidently  intended  to  cnt  the  horse's  throat,  for  there  was  a  deep  gash  on  the  right  side  of 
the  neck,  as  if  they  had  cnt  it  and  the  horse  had  flinched,  so  that  instead  of  striking 
the  jugular  vein,  it  slipped  over  on  the  muscles  of  the  neck.  I  never  got  any  word- 
never,  of  course,  saw  any  of  the  people  there  who  did*it.  They  sent  word  to  me  that 
if  they  caught  me  in  that  section  of  the  country  again  they  would  do  the  same  thing 
to  me,  and  I  left.  That  was  about  the  20th  of  September,  1868,  just  before  I  came 
here ;  at  all  events,  it  was  in  the  latter  part  of  September. 

Question.  What  reason  have  yon  for  supposing  that  this  w^as  done  by  the  Ku-Klux  ■? 

Answer.  Well,  they  were  very  much  opposed  to  my  wife  receiving  my  attentions. 

Question.  That  was  before  you  were  married  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  this  was  after  I  was  married  ;  and  when  I  came  up  here  to  North 
Alabama  -^heDever  her  father  would  leave  home,  some  of  these  men  dressed  in  Ku-Klnx 
disguises  would  come  to  the  window  and  tap  on  the  window  and  stick  up  their  heads. 
They  did  that  three  or  four  times  while  I  was  away. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  ? 

Ansiver.  They  would  not  say  anything.    It  was  just,  I  suppose,  to  devil  them. 

Question.  They  showed  their  heads  with  their  disguises  on  ? 

Aiisiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  send  yon  any  notice  beside  the  one  you  speak  of? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  but  that  rumor;  that  w^as  what  was  told  me  by  persons  livrvf; 
in  that  neighliorhood.  That  was  the  current  rumor  there.  My  wife  told  me  after 
wards  that  i^ersons  came  to  see  her  and  said  that  was  the  rumor  through  the  country, 
that  if  I  ever-  came  back  there  they  would  treat  me  in  the  way  they  had  treated  my 
horse  ;  but  I  had  been  visiting  here  quite  a  while  before  that,  and  they  never  inter- 
fered with  me.    In  fact,  I  never  saw  any  of  the  citizens  or  men  of  the  country. 

Question.  Is  this  the  only  personal  experience  with  the  Ku-Klux  you  have  had  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  all. 

Question.  State  whether,  as  agent  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  you  have  collected  any 
facts  relative  to  the  outrages  committed  upon  colored  people  by  the  Kn-Klux  Klan  ? 

Ansiver,  About  the  time  that  I  came  to  Athens  the  functions  of  the  Bureau  as  a  pro- 
tection to  the  colored  j)eople  had  ceased  in  the  State.  While  at  Athens  they  used  to 
come  to  me — those  that  had  been  whipped  and  annoyed  by  these  men — but  I  have  no 
record  of  anything  that  was  done  there.    I  always  referred  them  to  the  civil  authorities. 

Question.  How  numerous  were  the  complaints  made  to  you  ? 

Answer.  They  were  very  frequent.  Sometimes  I  would  have  as  many  as  two  or  thre(' 
a  week,  w^here  they  were  whipped  for  this  thing  and  another ;  they  did  not  know  what. 
Several  outrages  were  committed  in  that  county,  but  the  whipping  and  cutting  of  the 
boy  Blair,  and  several  others,  I  furnished  statements  of  to  General  Crawford  after 
they  occurred. 

Question.  Have  you  kept  a  memorandum  of  the  outrages  committed  since  you  have 
come  to  this  place — Huntsville  ? 

Answer.  I  have  kept  a  kind  of  a  memorandum  when  anybody  came  to  me.  I  though-t 
the  best  way  to  do,  where  the  outrages  were  of  a  very  serious  nature,  was  to  write 
their  statenients  out  and  have  them  sworn  te,  either  before  Judge  Douglass,  probate 
judge,  or  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  some  copies  of  these  I  kept  and  gave  to 
Mr.  Lakin,  and  some  copies  I  forwarded  to  General  Craw^ford.  Most  of  the  valuable 
testimony  I  had  I  transferred  to  General  Crawford's  hands,  in  the  shape  of  affidavit.*?. 
In  1869  a  woman  was  v>^hipped  in  Lauderdale  County,  and  very  badly  abused  by  some 
men.  That  was  the  only  case  I  know  of  where  the  Qivil  authorities  took  hold  and 
arrested,  until  lately ;  until  last  summer ;  but  they  drove  her  out  of  the  county  by 
some  means  or  other,  and  she  is  now  in  Huntsville,  and  of  course  she  was  not  able  to 
appear  before  the  parties  as 'a  witness.  They  were  arrested  by  the  sheriff  and  bound 
over,  I  think,  for  appearance  before  the  grand  jury.  That  is  the  usual  mode  of  doing 
here ;  they  bind  them  over  for  the  action  of  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  You  may  give  the  committee  a  statement  of  such  cases  as  you  have  made 
memoranda  of,  refreshing  your  memory  by  your  memoranda. 

Answefi'j  [consultiug  memorandum.]  I  have  a  list  of  men  that  reported  the  doings 
'of  these  so-called  Ku-Klux  to  them.  A  great  many  of  them  were  .made,  by  threats,  to 
give*  up  their  guns.    I  made  a  memorandum  of  them. 

Question.  Go  on  and  give  the  statement  of  them. 

Answer.  Marshall  Strong  states  that  in  October,  1869,  some  men  in  disguise  came  to 
his  house  at  night,  and  demanded  a  Springfield  rifle,  which  he  gave  to  them.  They 
used  threats— threatening  to  wkip  him  if  he  did  not  deliver  it  up.  Timone  Bell  re- 
ports the  same  fact  in  the  fall  of  1868. 

By^Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Do  you  recollect  where  these  parties  lived  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  I  have  seen  since  the  committee  have  been  here.  I  did  not 
know  but  they  might  need  their  presence,  and  I  got  their  residence.  Marshall  Strong  I 
saw,  and  he  told  me  his  residence  was  at  Theo.  Mayhew's.  Hostea  dv  vj  v/w-i^  i€ 
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Question.  I  only  asked  for  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Well,  Madison  County,  These  cases  are  all  in  Madison  County.  Caleb 
Beasley  was  beaten  over  the  head  by  men  in  disguise,  and  his  wife  very  badly  whipped. 
Both  in  the  fall  of  1868. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  was  his  offense  1 

Anstver.  Well,  be  said  he  did  not  know  what  it  was  for.  Sometimes  they  told  them 
it  was  for  "  sassiaig^^  the  white  folks,  and  for  this  and  that  thing. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Where  did  Caleb  Beasley  live  ? 

Ansiver.  He  told  me  he  lived  at  Kelley's  Springs.  I  made  a  brief  memorandum  of 
it,  and  as  near  as  I  can  get  it  it  is  Kelley's  Springs. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Answer.  James  Rice ;  men,  by  threats  of  whipping,  made  him  give  up  his  gun. 

Ben  Hammond  ;  men  in  disguise,  in  the  fall  of  1868,  took  his  gun.  They  said  if  he 
would  vote  for  Seymour  and  Blair  they  would  give  ifc  back  to  him.  He  said  he  would 
not.    They  said,  "If  we  catch  you  coming  from  the  election  you  had  better  be  in  hell! " 

Henry  Stewart ;  in  September,  1868,  by  threats  was  made  to  give  up  his  gun  by  men 
in  disguise. 

Charles  Garner  was  compelled  to  give  up  his  gun. 

Randall  Hay  den  and 

Henry  Dawius — I  do  not  know  how  to  spell  that  last  name ;  I  think  that  is  the  negro 
way  of  pronouncing  some  other  name.  He  complained  of  their  taking  his  gun.  They 
came  to  him  again  and  threatened  to  whip  him  for  complaining. 

Question.  Bj^  "  they  '^  do  you  mean  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  men  in  disguise. 

Question.  Did  they  come  in  parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  sometimes  a  dozen,  sometimes  only  four  or  five. 

James  Locket ;  in  the  fall  of  18G8 ;  they  came  and  made  him  give  up  his  gun ;  and 

Jerry  Garner,  too. 

Question.  What  was  the  case  of  Jerry  Garner  ? 

Ansiver.  They  threatened  him  and  demanded  his  gun,  and  he  gave  it  uprto  them. 

Also  Wesley  Ad  kins. 

Question.  What  was  bis  case  ? 

Ayiswer.  Men  in  disguise,  my  memorandum  is,  threatened  him  and  made  him  give  up 
his  gun.  Of  course,  I  just  made  this  memorandum  from  what  I  had.  It  states  by 
threats  that  they  w^ould  whip  them  if  they  did  not  do  it. 

Monroe  Ford  had  to  give  up  his  gun  in  the  fallof  1868. 

William  Ford  was  whipped  by  them,  and 

Washington  Ford. 

Question.  Was  ho  whipped  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  took  his  gun  from  him  ; 

Also  Roland  Ford;  by  threats  he  was  made  to  give  up  his  guns. 

William  Peyton ;  he  reported  that  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun  and  beat  him  be- 
cause he  had  been  a  soldier.  I  do  not  remember  anybody  in  this  section  of  the  country 
named  Peyton,  and  I  think  the  name  must  be  Patton.  They  came  there  after  him  sev- 
eral times. 

Question.  Had  he  been  in  the  Union  Army  ? 

Ansiver.  He  said  he  had  been  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army. 

Mat  Hammond ;  in  the  fall  of  lb'68  men  in  disguise  demanded  and  took  his  gun. 

George  Lawler  ;  in  1868  men  in  disguise  demanded  and  took  his  gun. 

William  Vincent ;  in  the  fall  of  1868  was  taken  out  of  his  house  and  whipped  by 
men  in  disguise. 

Thomas  Regney  was  taken  out  of  his  house  and  whipped  by  men  in  disguise  in  the 
fall  of  1868. 

Question.  Does  that  exhaust  the  list  of  1868?' 

Ansiver.  Except  some  cases  which  I  stated  occurred;  I  believe  Mr.  Lakin  had  some 
of  the  cases,  and  also  General  Crawford  has  some. 

Question.  Those  are  cases  that  you  have  not  given  an  account  of? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  have  given  an  account  of  them. 

Question.  Were  these,  in  all  cases,  colored  men  whose  guns  were  taken  from  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  ^r. 

Question.  And  who  were  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  These  instances  all  occurred  in  Madison  County? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Proceed  with  the  cases  occurring  in  1869. 
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Answer.  John  Clarke  ;  in  the  fail  of  1869  men  in  disguise,  by  tliroatSj  took  his  gnn 
from  bim.  There  was  a  white  man,  as  it  was  reported  to  me,  by  the  name  of  Dough- 
erty, was  hung  in  the  north  part  of  the  county  in  the  fall  of  1869 ;  a  Union  man. 

Question.  Was  ho  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  hung  until  ho  was  dead.  That  was  the  rumor  all  through  that 
section  of  country. 

Question,  Was  it  reported  that  ho  was'luing  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  by  men  in  disguise. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  olfenso  was  imputed  to  him  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  John  Leslie,  at  Doctor  Beasley^s,  where  he  was  living,  was  shot 
at  by  men  in  disguise  in  September,  1869,  and  told  that  if  he  ever  reported  they  would 
kill  him.  That  was  in  the  night.  He  had  to  leave  his  home  and  remained  in  town 
the  balance  of  the  year. 

Question.  AVas  he  a  colored  man  ? 

An8we)\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Proceed  with  your  statement 

Answer.  Edmund  Miller;  in  the  fall  of -1869  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun, 

Peter  McCrary ;  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun  in  the  fall  of  1869. 

Hensley  Miller ;  jnen  in  disguise  took  his  gun  from  him  in  the  fall  of  1869. 

Thomas  Sledge ;  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun  from  him. 

Woodward  Leslie ;  ill  the  spring  of  1869  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun  and  pistol 
fmm  him. 

Dan  ViclvS  stated  that  men  in  disguise  came  to  his  house,  hunting  for  him,  they  said, 
to  kill  him.  They  wanted  his  gun  ;  and  he  told  me  that  for  a  long  time  he  had  to 
s.tay  out  in  the  woods.    He  was  afraid  to  sleep  in  the  house  at  night. 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  ? 

Answer.  That  was  in  the  summer  of  1809. 

Frank  Eobinson  says  that  in  the  fall  of  1869,  oi^e  Saturday  night,  men  in  disguise 
came  to  his  house  and  made  him  give  up  his  gun.  Tliey  came  four  times  in  one  week 
after  him.  lie  had  to  sleep  on t\>f  doors  and  was  afraid  to  stay  in  his  house  for  a 
month. 

Joe  Locket  was  whipped  by  men  in  disguise^  ten  or  fifteen  in  number,  he  stated. 
They  tied  him  and  whii>ped  him  and  took  his  gun. 

(^Mes^iow.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  That  was  in  March,  1869,  as  he  reported  it  io  me. 

Anthony  Bone ;  they  took  a  gun  away  from  him  in  1869,  and  another  in  February, 
1870.  They  beat  him  over  the  head  with  a  pistol  because  he  did  not  give  up  his  gun 
when  they  first  demanded  it.  That  was  the  reason.  He  told  me  he  gave  up  his  gun 
the  last  time. 

Question.  Was  this  done  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  As  I  stated,  all  these  facts  Vr  ero  reported  fo  have  been  done  by 
men  in  disguise. 

George  Tillinsgworth,  in  the  fall  of  1870,  was  visited  by  men  in  disguise  who  de- 
manded and  took  his  gun. 

King  Barrett;  in  January,  1870,  men  in  disguise  demanded  and  took  his  gun. 

Peter  Acklyn  ;  men  in  disguise  demanded  and  took  his  gun  and  put  a  rope  around 
his  neck  and  hung  him ;  I  think  he  said  because  he  was  a  soldier.  My  memorantkim 
says,  "  W{is  a  soldier." 

Nathan  Carter  states  that  in  January,  1870,  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun. 

Timone  Bell  reported  that  in  January,  1870,  they  took  another  gun  from  him. 

George  Old ;  men  in  disguise  demanded  and  took  his  gun. 

Peter  Horton  ;  men  in  disguise  demanded  and  took  his  gun  from  him. 

William  Miller ;  in  January,  1870,  they  demanded  and  took  his  gun. 

Isaac  Criitcher ;  in  September,  1870,  men  in  disguise  demanded  and  took  his  gun  and 
told  him  if  he  did  not  vote  for  the  democrats  they  would  hang  hi^oa.  It  was  reported 
to  me — not  by  the  woman  herself— of  a  woman  named 

Maria  Terry  ;  that  men  in  disguise  demanded  .and  took  a  gun  from  her. ' 

Randall  Hayden  reported  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  at  Mr.  Pickens's  about  August,  1870. 
They  came  there  riding. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  ? 

Answer,  They  just  rode  aiound  among  them  to  let  them  know  that  tliey  were  still  in 
existence. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Answer.  John  and  Daniel  McMahan,  who  had  been  soldiers 

Question.  White  or  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  Colored  men. 

Question.  What  did  they  report  to  yon  ? 

Answer.  That  in  May,  1870,  the  Ku-Klux  got  after  them  about  going  to  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  fifteenth  amendment  that  was  held  at  Hanfcsville,  and  then  demanded  their 
juns,  and  Dan  shot  at  them,  and  I  understood  from  him  that  they  wounded  one  of 
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thera.  He  liad  to  "be  carried  away,  and  they  ran  off  and  left  them.  Before  that  they 
had)  I  suppose,  a  little  fusilade  there.  They  shot  at  and  drove  off  a  negro  named  Corey 
Luney,  w^io  was  there  at  the  place. 

Joseph  Manning ;  in  January,  1870,  men  in  disguise  came  and  broke  down  the  door 
of  his  house.  He  got  out  of  the  window,  and  they  shot  at  him.  He  had  to  leave  there, 
and  lost  all  his  crop  and  work  for  1870.  There  was  a  report  made  to  me  at  the  time — 
in  June,  1870, 1  think  it  was—of  a  colored  hoy  being  hung,  up  in  the  north  part  of  the 
county.  The  way  I  understood  it  was,  he  was  taken  by  disguised  men  as  he  was  com- 
ing from  church  on  Sunday  night,  and  the  next  morning  he  was  found  hanging  to  a 
tree. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  what  he  was  hung  for  ? 

Amwer,  There  were  all  kinds  of  rumors  in  regard  to  it,  but  I  never  could  find  out 
definitely  what  it  was  for. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 
Ansiver.  I  do  not  remember  his  name. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  "Was  there  any  doubt  about  the  fact  of  his  being  hung  ? 
Answer.  There  was  no  doubt  about  that  fact. 
Question.  And  by  disguised  men  ? 
Ansiver.  That  was  the  understanding  at  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  contradicted  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  I  did.  These  papers  here,  I  think,  never  j)ub- 
lished  any  notice  of  it.    They  very  rarely  put  anything  of  the  kind  in  the  paper. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  you  speaking  of  the  democratic  i^aper  ? 

Answer.  Well,  all  of  them.  They  rarely  refer  to  these  things ;  they  rarely  refer  to 
these  outrages. 

Wiley  Strong  reported  to  me  in  December,  1870,  that  two  men  came  to  his  house.  I 
think  I  sent  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  his  case  to  General  Crawford. 

Question.  What  were  the  particulars  of  his  case  ? 

Xnjswer.  He  reported  to  me  that  the  Ku-Klux  came  there— some  two  men— and  broke 
into  the  house.  They  were  having  a  dance,  and  he  was  shot,  and  they  drov«  the  bal- 
ance of  the  men  out  and  ravished  two  women.  I  have  seen  the  women,  and  conversed 
with  them.  They  also  killed  a  man.  That  was  supposed  to  be  done  by  two  men  by 
the  name  of  Vickers  and  Hill. 

Question.  When  did  it  occur  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  3d  of  December,  1870.    That  is  my  memorandum. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  county  is  that  ? 

Answer.  That  is  up  near  New  Market.  I  have  seen  these  two  women  and  the  widow 
of  the  man  that  was  shot — Henry  Clung,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  was  it  supposed  to  have  been  done  by  ? 

Answet\  The  rumor  was  that  it  was  done  by  two  men — Vickers  and  Hill. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  they  in  disguise  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  in  disguise. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  conversed  with  the  women  ? 

Answe}\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  verify  the  fact  that  they  had  been  ravished  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  both  of  them  stated  that  fact  to  me  ;  that  they  had  been  ravished 
by  these  men. 

Question   What  was  Clung  killed  or  shot  for  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  The  negroes  were  having  a  little  dance  at  the  house, 
they  told  me,  and  these  men  rushed  in  on  them.  Some  of  the  men,  I  understood,  re- 
sisted them,  and  they  drove  them  out,  and  then  ravished  these  two  women.  The 
women  stated  that  fact  to  me. 

Frank  Bett»  lives  at  Mr.  Mastin's.  In  April,  1870,  men  in  disguise  took  three  guns 
from  him. 

John  Clark,  in  the  spring  of  1870,  was  taken  out  of  his  house  and  whipped  by  men 
in  disguise. 

William  Steele ;  his  mother  reported  the  fact  to  me  that  men  in  disguise  took  himj 
out  and  hung  him  by  the  neck  for  quite  a  time.  They  did  not  kill  him— put  a  rope| 
around  his  neck  and  strung  him  up,  and  kept  him  there  for  some  time, 
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Question.  What  was  Ms  offense  ? 

Ansiver.  He  said  lie  did  not  know  what  it  was  for. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  concerned  in  that  outrage  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  sir,  the  number.    I  do  not  know  that  lie  told  me. 

Elijah  Townsend  ;  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun  in  the  summer  of  1870,  and  William 
Jones  at  the  same  time  was  whipped  by  these  men  in  disguise. 

Gilbert  Acklyn,  in  the  fall  of  1870,  was  visited  by  men  in  disguise,  who  took  his  gun 
from  him ;  also  Philip  Acklyn.  Men  in  disguise  demanded  and  took  their  guns  from 
them. 

Matt.  Hammond  reports  that  last  spring,  1870,  he  received  a  letter  sent  to  him  by  the 
Ku-Klux  ordering  him  to  leave  his  home,  and  stating  that  he  should  not  live  within 
twenty  miles  or  he  should  be  hung.    It  was  reported  to  me  that  a  colored  man  named 

John  Kemp,  in  the  fall  of  1870,  in  coming  to  town  with  his  team,  with  some  cotton, 
was  taken  in  the  day-time  and  beaten  by  men  .in  disguise. 

William  Jones;  in  Febi*uary,  1870,  the  Ku-Klux,  as  he  called  them,  made  him  give 
up  his  gun,  and  caught 

John  Jones  at  the  same  time  and  whipped  him.  He  reports  that  his  wife  was  lying 
sick  in  bed,  on  her  death-bed,  and  these  men,  to  scare  her  and  make  her  tell  where 
Jones  was,  shot  their  pistols  off  over  her  as  she^was  lying  in  bed.  The  brother  of  Wil- 
liam Gravit  reported  to  me  that  in  March,  1870, 

William  Gravit,  when  he  was  sick  in  bed,  was  taken  out  by  the  Ku-Klux  and  chased 
through  the  wet.  He  said  they  caught  him  and  were  going  to  whip  him.  This  brother 
that  reported  the  fact,  and  some  of  his  friends,  followed  them.  They  saw  them  coming 
and  left  the  boy.  He  has  since  died  ;  he  died  a  month  or  two  after  that.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  chasing  and  the  taking  of  him  out  of  bed  was  the  cause  of  his  death 
or  not.  I  asked  that  question,  and  the  boy  said  he  did  not  know.  He  got  up  after  his 
sick  spell,  but  was  taken  sick  again  and  died. 

Calvin  Walker,  in  the  spring  of  1870,  was  taken  out  and  whipped  by  men  in  disguise. 

John  Bone,  Jim  Bone,  and  Benjamin  Derrick  reported  that  men  in  disguise  demanded 
and  took  their  guns  from  each  of  them  in  the  fall  of  1870,  and  at  the  same  time  they 
whipped  Wesley  Tucker. 

Jesse  Miller  reported  that  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun  in  February,  1870.  It  was 
reported  to  me  by  the  wife  of 

Charles  Burns,  that  men  in  disguise  hunted  for  Aaron  Tate  in  July,  1870,  aad  Aaron 
escaped,  and  they  shot  her  husband  in  the  back  and  arm. 

Edward  Leslie  reported  to  me  that  men  in  disguise  took  his  gun  in  August,  and  it 
was  reported  to  me  that  three  colored  men  were  whipped  at  Jacksoa  Steel's  place,  a»d 
one  of  them  shot. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  In  August  of  this  year  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  August,  1871. 

Question.  Were  they  whipped  by  men  in  disguise? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir.  Besides  these,  there  are  two  or  three  cases  of  notoriety  that  were 
reported  to  me.  I  did  not  make  any  memorandum  here.  This  negro,  William  Hen- 
derson, reported  to  me  the  fact's  of  his  case  ;  also  Mr.  Weir's  case,  in  Limestone  County, 
was  reported  to  me,  and  a  man  named  William  Bryant,  that  was  whipped  down  in 
Walker  County,  was  reported.    I  believe  the  district  attorney  had  these  ca^s  in  hand. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  The  other  cases  you  have  been  giving  heretofcre,  I  understand,  occurred  in 
Madison  County? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  of  them.  There  has  been  considerable  disturbance  in  Morgan 
County. 

Question.  Have  you  any  memorandum  of  them  ? 

Answer.  I  have  some  few  memorandums  of  Morgan  County. 

Question.  Give  us  the  cases  ? 

Answer.  I  furnished  General  Crawford  some  of  the  cases,  or  rather  the  governor  of 
Alabama — then  Governor  Smith— of  some  outrages  that  were  committed  there,  and  he 
employed  an  attorney  to  look  after  them  ;  but  I  do  not  think  anything  was  done.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  grand  jury  ever  found  bills. 

Ruth  Chapman  reported  to  me  that  men  in  disguise  whipped  her  and  struck  her 
over  the  head  with  a  iiistol.  She  has  the  scar.  I  do  not  remember  now  which  side  of 
the  face  or  head.    That  was  in  the  spring  of  1870. 

Simon  Bush  and  Keziah  Bush,  two.  men,  reported  to  me  that  they  were  whipped  in 
the  spring  of  1870.  There  was  a  coiored  man  at  the  same  time  who  was  killed,  I 
think,  on  the  next  plantation,  by  the  name  of  Williams,  and  they  shot  another  man. 
I  saw  Simon  and  Keziah.  This  other  man  was  shot  in  the  arm.  I  disremember  his 
name  now.    I  think  it  was  in  April. 

Question,  In  what  year  was  that  ? 

Answer.  In  1870.    A  colored  man  calling  himself  George  Waskin gt op-Holliday ;  mea 
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in  disguise  came  to  liia  luother'sliouse,  v/Iiere  lie  was;  got  into  tlio  liouse  and  took  him 
a  prisoner,  but  lie  knocked  them  down  and  escaped.  They  left  word  with  his  mother 
for  him  to  leave  there  by  ten  o'clock  Monday  morning.  This  was  in  April,  1871.  Ho 
had  been  a  soldier,  and  remained  North  after  the  war ;  returned  in  February,  1871,  to 
see  his  mother  and  sisters.  General  Crawford  has  a  statement  from  hiDi,  I  think.  I 
took  his  afUdavit  and  sent  him  down  to  Mr.  Day  to  try  to  havo  thorn  prosecuted,  but  I 
do  not  know  what  Mr.  Day  tlid;  I  never  havo  hoard  from  Mr.  Day  the  result  of  it.  I 
know  the  man  staid  here  a  week  or  ten  days,  waiting  to  see  if  they  coukl  do  anything, 
and  got  tired  and  went  back  Nortli.  I  think  lie  waii  living  in  either  V/isconsin  or 
Michigan. 

Quesiion.  Was  lie  a  white  man? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  a  colored  mau.  Ho  had  been  a  soldier.  They  afterward,  I  uuder- 
Htood,  whipped  his  sister,  and  abused  her  very  much.  In  Jackson  County,  at  Steven- 
son, tliere  is  a  community  (I  suppose  that  Mr.  Lakin  reported  that  fact)  of  some  society 
from  Pittsburgh  that  bought  some  ground  there  and  put  some  negroes  ui:)on  it ;  that 
it  sold  them  the  lots,  and  they  v/ere  to  pay  for  them  by  installments.  I  think  the 
Freedmen^s  Bureau  built  a  school-house  and  donated  some  money.  That  was. burnt,  I 
think,  in  the  summer  of  1868.  They  have  been  continually  the  mark  for  these  dis- 
guised men  to  annoy  and  worry. 

Question.  You  mean  that  colony  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  colony.  The  ladies  that  were  teaching  the  school  there  have 
several  times  written  to  me  letters,  asking  military  protection.  I  think  General  Craw- 
ford has  the  letters.  I  always  forwarded  them  to  him.  Lewis  Jackson  and  others, 
last  si)ring,  in  March,  were  arrested,  I  think,  on  suspicion  of  firing  into  some  house. 
They  arrested  these  men  there,  and  at  night  the  Ku-Klux  came  and  took  them  out  of 
asi  stockade  they  had  been  put  in,  and  w^ere  just  about  to  hang  them.  Their  friends 
telegraphed  up  here  to  General  Crawford,  and  he  at  once  sent  down  some  soldiers,  and 
that,  I  have  no  doubt,  saved  their  lives.  At  the  same  time  there  was  a  man  named 
Samuel  Lawler,  who  was  shot  by  the  Ku-Klux.  The  people  from  Jackson  came  up 
liere  by  car-loads  two  or  three  days.  I  suppose  there  were  one  hundred  of  them. 
They  fled  and  left  everything. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  About  March,  J  870.  Eight  or  ten  of  them  are  still  in  town,  and  have  not 
yet  gone  back.     Some  had  pigs  and  cows,  and  horses,  &c.,  and  just  left  them  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  know  them  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sirj  I  have  seen  Lawler  and  Jackson  and  Sir  Daniel. 

By  the  CnAinMAN : 
Question.  How  far  is  that  from  Huntsvillo? 

Ansivei\  It  is  the  terminus  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Eailroad,  and  of  the 
Chattanooga  road. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  It  is  the  point  of  imion  of  the  two  roads — Stevenson,  Alabama.! 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  reported  to  me  that  disguised  men  shot  and  killed  Nod 
Larkin  in  December,  1870,  and  shot  his  son,  but  did  not  kill  him.  This  occurred  at 
Larkinsville,  Jackson  County,  Alabama.  That  was  reported  to  me  by  Mr.  Latham, 
the  collector  of  the  United  States  revenue. 

Question.  An  account  of  that  Larkin  case  was  published  in  the  Democrat,  was  it 
mot  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  I  see  the  Jackson  County  papers.  I  have  seen  a  dozen  accounts 
of  outrages  there  until  it  got  to  be  an  old  thing,  and  there  seemed  to  be  no  way  of 
doing  anything  with  them,  and  I  quit  trying  to  do  anything  there.  The  widow  of 
Elliott  Fearn  reported  to  me  that,  in  October,  1869,  her  husband  was  taken  from  his 
}iouse,  and  the  next  morning  he  was  found  riddled  with  bullets. 

By  Mr.  Blaih  : 

Question.  What  is  her  name  ? 

Answer.  I  forget  her  name.  His  name  was  Elliott  Feaion.  It  is  just  at  the  edge  of 
"Marshall  County.  She  was  so  excited  that,  even  two  or  three  months  afterward  when 
f  saw  her,  she  could  not  tell  whether  the  men  were  in  disguise  or  not,  or  how  many 
tliere  were.  I  sent  her  up  to  Marshall  to  have  the  county  prosecuted  under  the  Ku-Klux 
law.  The  solititor  of  the  county  promised  to  attend  to  the  matter.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  has  ever  done  anything  or  not.  In' Lawrence  County  it  was  reported  to 
|nc  (and  I? referred  the  matter  to  General  Ci'awford)  that  some  men  threatened  Wash- 
iBgton  MoDaniel's  house,  and  he  got  some  of  his  friends  to  go  there.  The  Ku-Klux  in 
Jiisguise  attacked  them.  It  was  reported  to  me  by  a  man  they  sent  up  with  a  letter 
*o  me,  to  ask  for  troops  for  protection.  They  had  killed  one  man  and  wounded  another. 
I  referred  the  matter  to  General  Crawford,  and  also  called  Governor  Smithes  attention 
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to  it  wben  bo  was  dowu  trying  that  Patona  matter.    I  do  not  know  what  was  done, 
or  whether  anything  was  ever  done  about  it.    That  is  the  extent  of  my  memorandum^ 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question.  State  whether  you  bad  reasoii^to  believe,  at  the  time  these  cases  were- 
reported  to  you,  that  the  parties  told  tlie  truth. 

Anstver,  I  think  they  did,  sir.    I  firmly  believe  that  they  told  the  truth. 

Qmstion,  How  did  these  men  in  disguise  vary  in  numbers  at  the  commission  of  these 
outrages  ?    State  the  maximum  and  minimum. 

Anstver,  Sometimes  there  would  be  two  or  three ;  sometimes  a  dozen.  I  have  heard 
of  twenty-five,  thirty,  and  forty,  and  I  have  heard  of  one  or  two  occasions  where  there 
have  been  hundreds,  but  I  always  looked  upon  that  as  the  story  of  troops  who  were 
excited. 

Question.  You  think  they  w^ere  exaggerated  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  like  this  thread-bare  subject  of  Judge  Thurlow's  death  here. 
Everybody  said  there  were  five  hundred  at  that  time.  I  saw  them  here,  and  I  feel 
confident  that  there  were  over  one  hundred,  for  I  counted  the  files  of  several — enough 
toshowme  that  there  were  over  one  hundred,  butlknew^h^t  there  were  nothing  like  five 
hundred.  In  Athens,  when  the  officers  began  to  take  their  positions  under  the  State 
constitution,  Judge  Thurlow  told  mo  he  made  a  demand  upon  the  probate  judge  of 
that  county,  and  they  refused  to  give  him  up  the  office-;  and  when  Congress  passed  a 
law  saying  those  w^ho  did  not  should  be  fined,  they  sent  for  him  to  come  up  there.  He 
went  there  and  made  his  demand,  and  they  refused  to  give  it  to  him,  and  the  night 
they  expected  him  back  they  expected  him  to  come  with  troops,  and,  everybody  told 
mo  there  were  at  least  five  hundred  Ku-Klux  there,  and  when  the  train  arrived  from 
Decatur  they  rushed  down  to  it,  as, was  supposed  to  make  an  attack  on  TJiurlow  and 
whoever  was  there  to  protect  him :  but  he  was  not  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  How  many  Ku-Klux  were  tliere  t 

Answer.  Everybody  said  there  were  five  luiiidred.  I  think  the  gentleman  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  question  said  that  as  a  scare,  and  the  other  side  said  it  from  excite- 
ment and  fright.     I  suppose  there  were  about  two  hundred. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  year  vras  that  ? 

An8tve)\  That  was  in  18G8,  just  before  tlieufliee  was  given  up  to  his  possession.  They 
came  after  him  once  after  that,  but  did  not  get  liiu).  He  was  sleeping  at  a  neighbor-s. 
house. 

Question.  Did  he  live  at  Athens? 

Answer'.  No,  sir;  he  was  running  a  plantation  down  near  Mooresville,  and  boarded  in 
Athens.  They  said  there  were  some  two  or  three  hundred  of  them  there  ;  they  called 
at  the  house  where  he  staid, -but  he  got  a  "  notice,"  as  the  saying  is ;  he  told  me  that 
some  one  asked  him  where  he  was  living,  and  he  told  them ;  and  they  made  the 
remark,  '^  You  had  better  change  your  abode,"  and  he  went  over  and  staid  at  another 
house  that  night,  and  they  did  not  find  him. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  disguised  men  in  Athens  while  you  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  was  there  from  the  1st  of  October,  1868,  until  the  1st  of  February, 
1869.  I  saw  twelve  men,  on  the  24th  of  October,  ride  into  town  about  10  o'clock;  there 
were  twelve  of  them,  my  memorandum  states. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Do  you  moan  10  o'clock  in  the  day-time  ? 

Answer.  In  the  day-time.  They  had  a  flag,  or  rather  a  long  white  streamer  on  a 
pole,  trimmed  with  red.  They  were  dressed  in  a  very  fancy  costume.  When  I  first 
saw  them,  I  thought  they  v/ere  in  advance  of  some  circus  company,  but  an  old  negro, 
who  was  living  in  the  country,  very  much  excited,  came  up  into  my  office,  and  said  that 
v^as  the  Ku-Klux.  I  went  down  to  look  at  them.  I  saw  their  masks  on  their  faces. 
They  appeared  to  be  hail  fellow  well  met  with  the  citizens,  and  staid  there,  my  men>- 
orandum  says,  over  two  hours. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  on  any  other  occasion  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  them  on  the  day  of  the  presidential  election. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  then  ? 

Answer.  Lieutenant  Lynch,  the  officer  in  command  of  the  troops,  came  into  my  office- 
very  much  excited.  I  asked  what  was  the  matter.  He  said,  ''  Those  infernal  scoundrels 
had  the*audacity  to  come  into  town,  and  asked  me  what  my  instructions  were."  He 
said  that  he  had  told  them  he  would  not  hold  any  intercourse  with  them,  and  for  them 
to  leave ;  and  he  asked  me  to  go  down.  He  asked  me  to  go  down  stairs  with  him.  H© 
told  me,  going  down,  that  one  of  them  asked  him  if  he  would  hold  intercourse  with 
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them  tlirougli  the  mayor,  and  liis  remark  was,  "  I  will  have  nothiDg  to  do  with  yon 
one  way  or  the  other. '^  That  is  it  as  near  as  I  can  remember.  This  fellow  in  disguise 
then  went  off  and  saw  the  mayor,  and  they  conversed  some  time.  We  got  down,  and 
then  they  came  back  and  rode  lip  to  where' Lynch  and  I  were  standing.  I  supposed  ho 
wanted  to  tall\,  and  I  drew  to  one  side  and  went  back  to  my  office.  Lieutenant  Lynch 
told  me  the  fellow  said,  "  We  found  out  from  the  mayor  that  you  are  here  for  protec- 
tion, and  we  won't  stay  here.  It  is  all  right ;  good-bye,"  or  something  of  that  kind,  and 
rode  in  the  town,  around  the  court-house.  The  court-house  is  situated  in  the  center  of 
the  town  of  Athens,  just  as  it  is  in  this  jdace.  They  were  from  the  northeast  corner. 
When  I  saw  them  they  were  there  in  the  northeast  corner,  on  the  railroad. 

By  the  Ciiairmax  : 

Question.  How  strong  were  they  in  numbers  ? 

Answer.  Six  or  eight,  I  think ;  I  know  there  Vv^ere  more  than  nvc. 

Question.  Were  they  mounted  and  armed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  that  they  had  arms  with  them  at  that  time  ;  if  they 
had,  they  were  concealed  about  their  persons  ;  I  saw  them  once  afterward,  but  I  do  not 
remember  what  date  it  was  ;  they  were  in  the  town,  some  five  or  six  of  them ;  I  think  that 
was  some  of  the  boys  who  slipped  out  cf  town  in  the  afternoon,  and  put  on  the  dis- 
guises and  came  in';  but  they  used  to  be  riding  through  Athens  constantly  at  night ;  I 
never  saw  them,  for  I  had  no  occasion  to  go  out  at  night ;  I  did  not  know  whether  it 
was  safe,  and  kept  at  home  in  my  boarding-house. 

Question.  You  have  given  the  committee  a  great  many  instances  of  outrages  in  Mtidi- 
son,  Jackson,  Morgan,  and  Limestone  Counties.  I  ^vish  you  to  state  to  the  committee 
how  many  men,  if  any,  have  been  punished  for  these  outrages. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  any  one  has  been  punished  in  this  region  of 
country;  I  have  had  parties  up  ;  I  have  brought  them  in  town  ;  sent  for  them  espe- 
cially before  the  grand  juries  of  this  county,  and  before  the  United  States  grand  juries, 
and  1  have  yet  to  hear  of  the  first  one  being  punished.  I  also  sent  men  to  Jackson, 
Morgan,  and  Limestone  Counties,  and  to  Lauderdale  and  Lawrence.  Of  course,  after 
the  parties  complaining  went  into  the  grand  jury,  that  is  the  end  of  my  inform ati oil. 
The  negroes  would  come  to  me  very  frequently,  and  I  would  say  to  them  this :  '^  You 
understand  that  you  have  no  right  to  tell  me  what  takes  place  in  the  grand  jury  room, 
or  anybody  else; "  and  I  have  not  heard  of  the  case  of  these  parties  being  arrested,  ex- 
cept in  two  cases  that  were  arrested  upon  indictment  of  the  United  States  grand  jury 
for  the  maltreatment  of  this  boy,  William  Blair,  and  for  the  beating  of  ane^o  preacher 
named  Dean  Reynolds,  over  in  Morgan  County. 

Question.  What  is  the  reason  that  the  law  has  not  been  enforced  against  these  men  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  tell  you  ;  I  have  been  at  the  sheriff  of  this  county  time 
and  again  to  exercise  his  authority,  and  he  v/ould  say  this  to  me  :  "  I  have  nobody  to 
protect  me." 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  it  not  very  di^cilt  to  detect  the  criminals  who  commit  these  offenses  in 
disguise  ? 

An8wei\  It  is  hard,  of  course.  The  negroes  are  so  frightened  they  cannot  tell  in  many 
instances,  but  in  these  two  cases  that  I  speak  of,  parties  were  identified ;  these  are  the 
only  two  instances  that  I  know  of  in  which  the  parties  were  arrested.  .  Some  timo 
back,  but  lately  in  the  United  States  court,  through  the  energy  of  Judge  Minnis, 
some  parties  have  been  arrested  and  taken  up. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Has  there  at  any  time  been  an  earnest  eiibrt  on  the  part  of  the  community 
to  bring  these  men  to  justice  ? 

Answer.  I  haven't  ever  seen  it. 

Question.  Suppose  the  community  had  set  their  faces  against  tliese  crimes,  and  made 
an  earnest  and  united  effort  to  prevent  them,  and  i)uni3hthem  wherever  they  occurred, 
could  they  have  beeu  prevented  ? 

Ansicer.  They  could.  I  forgot  to  mention  one  fact.  When  this  man  Burns  was  shot, 
some  gentlemen,  Mr.  Pickett  and  others,  down  at  Trianna  Station,  did  make  an  efibrt, 
and,  I  believe,  had  the  parties  arrested  for  that ;  that  was  in  this  county ;  that  is  the 
only  successful  effort  that  I  know  of  that  has  been  made.  They  made  a  great  fuss 
about  arresting  these  men,  Vickerjg  and  Hill,  but  it  never  amounted  to  anything.  I 
could  hear  of  the  men  being  every  day  right  where  these  parties  pretended  to  be  Imnt- 
ing  for  them.  The  negroes  they  abused  came  to  me  several  times,  and  wanted  to  know 
if  they  had  the  right  to  take  these  men  up,  but  they  said  they  were  afraid,  after  they 
took  them,  to  bring  them  to  Huntsville,  but  if  they  could  get  white  men  there,  they 
would  take  them  and  deliv^er  them  over  to  them  ;  but  they  were  afraid  themselves  to 
risk  bringing  them  the  distance  from  where  they  would  take  them  to  this  place. 
When  I  was  in  Athens,  I  had  occasion  to  see  one  of  the  influential  men  there,  Mr.  Tan- 
ner, and  I  plead  and  begged  him  to  set  his  face  against  these  outrages  and  come  out 
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against  them.  1  told  bim,  ^'If  you 'and  men  like  you  will  d^  this,  it  will  all  stop  at 
once;''  but  he  would  neither  say  aye  nor  nothing;  he  just  shook  his  head.  I  know 
very  well  that  if  the  leading  men  in  this  town  would  set  their  faces  against  it,  it  would 
fetop ;  but  they  are  do-nothings ;  they  say  nothing  as  far  as  I  know.  1  have  never  heard 
of  any  bill  being  found  against  these  parties,  except  these  men.  Yickers  and  Hill,  but 
I  have  sent  a  great  many  before  it. 

Question.  You  mean  before  the  grand  jury  '? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  sent  men  over  in  Morgan  county,  and  Mr.  Crickle,  the  lawyer, 
said  he  would  see  that  the  men  got  before  the  grand  jury,  but  I  hav^e  understood  that 
there  was  no  indictment  found  by  the  grand  jury  at  that  term  of  court.  Afterward, 
or  just  before,  a  bill  was  found  in  the  United  States  court  against  the  men,  and,  I 
think,  the  marshal  told  me  he  had  had  them  arrested  and  bound  over,  but  they  have 
never  had  a  trial. 

Question.  What  have  the  leading,  influential  men  in  the  community  been  in  the  habit 
of  saying  in  respect  to  these  outrages  1 

Answer.  I  have  had  but  very  little  intercourse  with  the  influential  men. here,  my 
business  not  being  in  that  line ;  personally,  I  have  no  intercourse  with  them,  and  I  have 
never  heard  them  say  anything. 

Question.  Mr.  Wager,  it  has  been  said  by  witnesses  here  that  this  Ku-Klux  organiza- 
tion was  dissolved  in  the  fall  of  1868.  Other  witnesses  say  in  the  summer  of  1869.  I 
will  ask  you  to  state  to  the  committee  your  opinion  as  to  whether  that  organization 
has  ever,  to  this  day,  been  disbanded  ? 

Ansiver.  My  idea  of  the  disbandment  is  this :  That  the  original  men  that  were  first 
led  into  the  Ku-Klux  organization  have  withdrawn,  but  the  same  organization,  or  the 
same  mode  of  treatment,  has  been  continued  by  these  men  in  disguise. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  it  has  been  continued  down  to  the  present  time  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  that  the  action  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  the  North 
Carolina  Ku-Klux  afl^airs  there,  and  the  anticipation  of  this  committee  coming  down 
here,  has  stopped  any  demonstration  in.  this  county.  It  has  been  my  experience  that 
the  Ku-Klux  always  remain  quiet  during  what  is  called  the  planting  season — that  is, 
the  time  of  putting  the  crop  in  the  ground — and  remain  so  until  the  time  they  call 
**  laying  by  the  crop,''  and  then  they  would  commence  again,  and  so  on,  until  the  time 
to  put  the  croji  in  the  ground  again,  or  make  preparations  for  it. 

Question.  Then  these  outrages  are  rather  periodical  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  periodical.  Long  through  the  summer  I  would  hear  of  some  out- 
rages, but  my  idea  was  that  they  wanted  to  get  the  crop  in  the  ground,  and  anything 
to  punish  these  men  they  would  reserve  until  after  that  was  done,  and  then,  after  the 
crop  was  laid  by,  they  would  commence  again. 

Question.  They  would  reserve  the  punishment  so  as  to  not  interfere  with  the  labor  of 
the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  If  any  dispute  occurred  on  the  plantation,  between  the  white  men 
aiid  the  negroes,  they  would  let  it  go  by  for  two  or  three  weeks,  saying  nothing  about 
it  except,  i)erhaps,  ''  You  will  catch  the  devil  some  time,"  or  some  such  expression. 
Then  some  men  would  come  in,  and  either  drive  the  negroes  away  or  whip  them,  but 
did  it  in  such  a  way  that  the  man  at  whose  place  it  was  would  appear  not  to  bo 
mixed  up  in  doing  it.    That  is  what  I  drew  from  their  statements. 

Question.  You  have  related  a  good  many  cases  where  negroes'  houses  were  visited 
and  their  guns  taken  away  from  them  ;  what  was  done  with  those  guns  and  pistols  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you  what  was  done  with  them.  I  have  heard  from  two  or  three 
negroes,  but  I  did  not  find  that  out  until  since  you  gentlemen  have  been  here  ;  I  made 
that  inquiry.  It  seems  that  along  in  1868,  they  would  go  to  a  house  and  ask  a  negro 
where  his  gun  was  ;  they  knew  he  had  one.  They  would  take  the  gun  and  ammuni- 
tion away  from  the  negroes.  They  would  ask  the  negro  for  his  gun.  The  negroes 
generally  said  they  had  none.  They  would  say,  "  You  have  got  one.  We  will  give 
you  until  such  a  day  to  take  it  to  Markham's  mill,  and  deposit  it  there.^'  Several  told 
me  they  had  taken  them  there.  One  old  man  went  to  the  mill,  and  he  said  he  saw  a 
thousand  stored  there.  Very  often  they  would  take  the  guns  from  the  negroes  and  break 
them,  and  they  would  afterward  find  them  all  broken  anjd  battered  up ;  in  a  few 
instances  that  has  been  reported  to  me,  but  not  many. 

Question.  What  seemed  to  be  the  object  in  taking  the  guns  from  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  To  keep  the  negroes  from  having  arms  about  them.  They  would  take  the 
guns,  generally,  at  one  visit,  an tl  then  if  they  did  not  succeed  in  getting  them,  the  next 
time  they  would  come  they  would  whip  them.  They  would  come  until  they  got  their 
guns.  I  suppose  that  the  object  was  to  keep  the  negroes  down.  They  thought  they, 
had  no  right  to  have  guns.    That  is  w^hat  they  say  to  them. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  from  these  negroes,  who  reported  to  you,  that  the 
men* who  visited  them  attempted  to  coerce  them  in  their  political  action  ? 

Ansiver.  Before  these  laws  of  Congress  were  passed,  they  made  direct  threats  and 
everything  else  of  the  kind  to  them ;  so  the  negroes  reported  to  me  ;,  but  after  thesa 
acts  of  Congress  were  passed,  they  would  do  it  in  an  indirect  way. 
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Question.  Do  you  refer  to  the  civil  rights  hill? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  enforcement  act  of  1870,  and  the  KiirKlux  hill  of  1871. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  negroes  were  to  any  cousiderahle  extent  intimi- 
dated and  prevented  from  voting  in  accordance  with  their  sentiments  ? 

Anstver.  Well,  sir,  I  Ihink  there  is  to  this  day  cousiderahle  intimidation  among  them. 
In  fact,  they  have  stated  it  to  me  in  the  region  around  Newmarket.  I  have  conversed  with 
two  or  three  men  ahout  the  election  ;  we  are  just  about  having  one  now,  and  taking  an 
interest  in  it.  I  have  seen  a  good  many  men  in  the  last  uaonth.  I  have  had  statements 
from  them  that  they  are  afraid  to  vote  at  this  place.  They  are  not  afraid  to  vote  at 
the  dUy  of  election,  hut  they  are  afraid  of  the  consequences  thereafter  to  them  for 
voting.  This  is  what  they  state  to  me,  and  it  has  heen  generally  so  reported  to  me. 
The  practice  at  the  polls  has  heen  where  the  negroes  go  to  vote  that  hy  some  means  or 
other  their  tickets  would  he  democratic  tickets.  Men  would  ask  to  see  their  tickets, 
and  they  not  heing  ahle  to  read  their  tickets^  they  could  not  tell  what  was  on  the  ticket, 
and  it  could  he  changed,  and  tlie  result  would  show  a  democratic  vote ;  but  the  negroes 
have,  as  a  general  thing,  all  voted  in  Huntsville,  just  because  they  were  afraid  to  vote 
at  the  other  precincts.  At  Madison  Station  and  Trianna  some  voted,  hut  the  general 
body  of  them  always  come  to  Huntsville. 

Question.  How  largely  do  you  think  the  negro  vote  would  be  increased  if  they  were 
relieved  of  all  apprehension  of  trouble  in  case  they  voted  ? 

Anstver.  I  can  hardly  tell.  I  have  always  contended  that  we  have  a  negro  majority 
in  this  county.  That  is  my  conviction ;  but  the  other  side  always  said  that  they  never 
turn  out  thoroughly  and  voted,  and  if  they  did  they  would  beat  the  negro  vote  by  two 
or  three  hundred  votes.  There  seemed  to  be  a  good  many  white  men  in  this  region  that 
did  not  want  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  were  afraid  to  vote  the  republican 
ticket,  and  did  not  vote  at  all.  I  have  met  several  negroes  in  this  last  week  who  told 
me  that  they  had  not  voted  ;  that  they  wanted  to  vote,  but  were  afraid  to. 

Question.  We  heard,  yesterday,  from  a  witness,  that  two  democratic  negro  clubs  had 
heen  formed  in  this  county,  of  considerable  strength  in  numbers.  Have  you  any  idea 
that  the  negroes  in  this  county  ever  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  excex)t  under  duress — 
under  apprehension  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir ;  there  may  be  some  four  or  five  men  in  and  around  Huntsville,  and 
there  may  be  a  few  scattered  in  the  precincts,  that  vote  that  ticket  willingly ;  but  I 
think,  take  the  general  body  of  them,  if  they  vote  that  ticket  at  all,  they  vote  it  either 
because  they  don't  know  they  are  voting  the  democratic  ticket  or  by  compulsion ;  if 
not  direct,  indirect  threats. 

Question.  What  is  the  state  of  feeling  here  in  regard  to  white  men  coming  from  the 
North  and  settling  in  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  My  understanding  of  the  matter  is,  that  they  do  not  want  anybody  down 
here.  If  a  man  does  come  down  here  with  plenty  of  money,  and  is  a  democrat  and 
votes  the  democratic  ticket,  he  is  a  good  fellow.  That  is  about  the  amount  of  it.  But 
those  that  have  not  plenty  of  money,  and  do  not  Aote  the  democratic  ticket,  I  don't 
think  they  have  much  use  for  them. 

Question.  Are  they  under  par  here  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  should  judge  so,  sir,  from  my  experience. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question!  Did  you  ever  witness  any  attempt  to  mark  citizens  who  voted  the  republi- 
can ticket  and  keep  a  list  of  their  names  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  the  honor  to  belong  to  the  black-list  that  was  published  in 
Montgomery,  that  voted  for  the  constitutional  convention  in  1867. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  know  any  other  attempt  made  by  any  one  to  keep  a  list  of 
republicans  as  they  voted  at  the  polls  ? 

Answer,  At  the  presidential  election  in  1866,  when  I  was  at  Athens,  I  had  not  been 
there  sufficient  time  to  entitle  me  to  a  vote,  and  did  not  vote;  but  I  was  around  the 
polls  considerably,  and  I  saw  Mr.  Daniel  Coleman  standing  at  the  polls  with  a  pencil 
and  paper  in  his  hand,  and  I  understood  that  he  was  taking  the  names  of  those  Who 
voted  for  General  Grant.  I  went  in  to  the  election-box,  and  called  the  attention  of  the 
sheriff  to  the  fact,  and  asked  him  whether  Mr.  Coleman  was  not  within  thirty  feet  of 
the  polls,  hut  he  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  it. 

Question,  Do  you  know  a  gentleman  in  this  county  by  the  name  of  Moss  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  I  have  heen  introduced  to  him  or  not. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  means? 

Answer.  He  is  said  to  be  a  man  of  means.  He  was  recommended  by  gentlemen,  and 
is,  one  of  the  candidates  as  county  commissioner  upon  our  ticket — the  republican 
ticket. 

Question.  Has  he  been  in  the  county  for  some  time  ? 

Ansiver,  He  has  been  here — I  can't  tell  you  how  long — but  two  or  three  years.  He 
may  have  been  here  when  I  came  here,  in  1869. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  937 

Qwestion.  Do  j^ou  know  whether  lie  has  purchased  a  couple  of  plantations  in  this 
county  ? 

Anstoer.  I  only  know  it  by  rumor.  He  lives  out  in  the  country.  I  have  seen  him 
frequently  at  Mr.  Vande venter's  hardware  store,  or  the  store  that  used  to  be  Mr.  Van- 
deventer's.    I  have  understood  that  he  purchased  two  plantations  here. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  is  the  feeling  here  toward  native  white  men  of  the  South  who  vote 
the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer,  They  look  upon  them  worse  than  they  do  upon  carpet-baggers— they  used  tOy 
I  know ;  that  is,  taking  the  public  prints  as  guides. 

Question.  What  is  the  feeling  of  native  whites  in  regard  to  universal  suffrage  ? 

Amicer,  I  have  not  heard  them  say  much  about  it.  This  has  been  one  trouble  here. 
They  want  the  negro  to  vote,  provided  he  don't  bother  them.  That  is  the  idea — to  put 
the  negro  off  somewhere  by  himself,  and  let  him  have  all  the  rights  he  wants  there. 
That  is  my  opinion  of  their  notion  of  the  matter.  They  do  not  want  to  go  to  the  polls 
and  vote  with  the  negro  here.    They  look  upon  him  as  not  iu  a  condition  to  vote. 

Question.  Are  they  generally  in  favor  of  negro  schools  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  so  at  first,  but  they  begin  to  see  the  advantage  it  is  to  them.  The 
negroes  rather  prefer  to  work  when  tlieir  children  can  go  to  school.  I  think  that  has 
changed  the  sentiment.  I  have  met  a  great  many  persons  in  the  county  that  take  an 
interest  in  the  matter.  After  I  had  been  here  awhile  there  was  a  change  made  in  the 
educational  part  of  the  Bureau,  and  I  was  appointed  a  kind  of  superintendent  of  edu> 
cation,  and  I  saw  a  good  many  persons  through  the  county.  At  that  time  they  wanted 
to  get  money  appropriated  by  the  Bureau  to  assist  in  paying  schools  on  their  i)laces, 
but  it  was  only  here  and  there. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  that,  until  quite  lately,  the  democratic  newspapers 
took  no  notice  whatever,  and  published  no  account  of  these  murders  and  whippings 
and  other  outrages  that  you  have  described  ? 

Ansxcer.  They  used  to  publish  them  now  and  then,  but  there  were  a  great  many  that 
occurred  that  they  never  took  any  notice  of,  and  whenever  they  saw  anything  pub- 
lished in  the  North  in  regard  to  these  outrages,  they  always  denounced  them  as  lies  and 
everything  of  the  kind. 

Question.  You  mean  outrages  described  in  the  northern  papers  as  having  occurred 
here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  Alabama  and  other  States.  They  denounced  them  as  false. 
They  called  them  radical  lies  and  everything  else  of  the  kind. 

Question.  Did  they  attempt  to  cover  up  and  conceal  the  offenses  which  were  being 
committed  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  When  were  you  informed  that  your  testimony  would  be  taken  ? 

Ansu)er.  Last  night  they  told  me  to  appear  this  morning. 

Question.  Were  you  not  notified  previously  ? 

Answ^.  No,  sir ;  .1  do  not  think  I  was.  I  was  notified  or  sent  for  yesterday  morning 
to  come ;  but  yesterday  evening  I  was  notified  to  come  this  morning. 

Question.  Do  you  live  in  this  town  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  been  here  since  the  committee  came? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  the  city  ail  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  DiH  you  have  any  conversation  with  any  ni ember  of  the  committee? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  At  the  rooms  of  the  committees. 

Question.  I  asked  you  when  it  was. 

Anstver.  The  night  I  heard  Mr.  Buckley  was  here. 

Question.  The  first  night  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  since  ? 

Ansxcer.  I  think  it  was  Thursday  or  Friday  night  of  last  week. 

Question.  Did  you  recite  to  him  any  or  all  of  these  facts  that  you  have  stated? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  him  what  you  could  prove  generally  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  anything  to  state,  and  I  told  him  a  number 
of  facts  that  I  knew,  that  I  had  already  furnished  to  General  Crawford ;  and  that  I 
had  given  Mr.  Lakin  some  statements,  and  that  I  didn't  think  I  had  many  additiorjal 
facts  to  state  beyond  those  they  had.    I  asked  him  what  period  of  time  the  committee 
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would  cover.  He  said  lie  did  not  know,  but  lie  thought  the  committee  would  only 
cdver  the  fiMtts  of  1870.  I  said  that  if  I  met  with  any  additional  facts  to  what  I  had 
already,  I  would  send  them ;  and  as  parties  would  come  in  to  me,  hearing  that  the  Ku- 
Klux  committee  was  here,  I  would  send  them  up  here  to  he  examined  from  my  office. 
Mr.  Buckley  told  me  yesterday — I  think  it  was  yesterday — that  they  wanted  me  to 
appear.  They  sent  for  me.  Then  he  asked  me  to  appear  this  morning,  and  I  made 
my  list  out. 

Question.  Was  there  any  intimation  at  the  first  interview  you  had  with  him  that 
you  would  he  a  witness  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  did  not  so  intimate  to  me.  He  said  if  I  had  any  facts  he  would 
like  to  have  them.  I  said  if  any  cases  came  under  my  notice,  and  1  knew  of  any  par- 
ties, I  would  send  the  parties  to  him  to  he  examined,  or  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Blair  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  would  like  to  have  an  opportunity  of  cross-examining 
this  witness  at  the  session  this  evening.  He  has  been  called  to  prove  so  many  facts 
that  I  cannot  rebut  his  evidence  in  the  limited  time  allowed  me,  and  the  committee 
proposes  to  leave  here  this  evening.  It  is,  to  say  the  least,  a  very  remarkable  thing 
that  a  witness  of  this  kind  should  be  called  at  such  a  late  period,  when  the  committee 
has  been  in  session  here  for  so  many  days,  and  this  witness,  who  was  at  hand  all  the 
time,  has  not  been  examined  until  this  the  last  day.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
further  examination  of  the  witness  will  be  postponed  until  this  evening,  that  I  may 
have  the  opportunity  of  testing  his  knowledge  and  information  by  consultation  with 
persons  here.  I  think  it  is  a  very  unreasonable  thing  that  this  witness  should  be  pro- 
duced at  this  time,  after  the  determination  of  the  committee  has  been  arrived  at  to 
adjourn  from  Huntsville  this  evening.  It  leaves  me  no  time  whatever  to  procure  re- 
butting evidence.  The  character  of  his  testimony  was  known  to  the  committee  from 
the  first  day  of  our  sojourn,  and  he  might  have  been  called  at  that  time.  I  ask  thdt 
his  further  examination  be  adjourned  until  this  evening. 

Mr.  Buckley  :  I  would  like  to  ask  the  witness  a  question. 

The  Chairman  :  You  may  proceed  to  ask  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Please  state  to  the  committee  whether  or  not  you  were  notified  by  the  ser- 
geant-at-arms  yesterday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock,  that  you  were  wanted  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  appear  some  time  in  the  forenoon  ? 

Ansicer.  I  came  in  the  forenoon.  At  the  time  the  sergeant-at-arms  came,  I  was  at 
breakfast,  and  I  wanted  to  make  some  change  in  my  apparel  before  coming  up.  I 
went  into  my  room  to  do  that,  and  my  wife  was  going  oilt  to  spend  the  day,  and  I  got 
Mr.  Vandeventer's  buggy,  took  her  up  to  Mr.  Yandeventer's  as  quick  as  I  could,  and 
then  came  right  here  and  reported ;  but  there  was  another  witness  before  me,  and  1 
came  here  in  the  afternoon. 

Question.  When  you  cSme  in  the  forenoon,  you  found  a  witness  who  had  been  sum- 
moned by  the  minority  already  on  the  stand  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  told  me  that  Mr.  Lowe  was  on  the  stand. 

Question.  And  so  you  "could  not  give  your  testimony? 

Ansiver.  I  could  not.  I  came  up  again  after  dinner,  and  then  I  told  Mr.  Green  to  re- 
port to  the  marshal  that  I  was  going  over  to  the  land-office,  and  if  they  wanted  me  1 
would  be  there.  As  I  came  back,  1  sent  word  to  the  marshal  that  I  was  going  home, 
and  would  remain  there  at  their  service ;  and  I  remained  all  day  at  the  service  of  the 
committee. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Were  you  not  told  by  members  of  the  committee  heretofore  that  if  General 
Crawford  came  here  and  furnished  the  information  he  had;  your  testimony  would  not 
be  wanted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Prior  to  yesterday  morning  that  was  the  understanding ;  that 
was  what  I  was  told — that  if  General  Crawford  came  here,  my  testimony  would  not  be 
wanted. 

Question.  General  Crawford  has  not  come,  has  he  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Mr.  Buckley:  I  would  like  to  state  that  I  was  informed  by  General  Crawford's  as- 
sistant adjutant  general — Captain  Gallagher,  of  this  place — that  General  Crawford 
yesterday  morning  was  still  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  probably  could  not  reach 
here  this  week,  and  probably  not  tmtil  after  the  committee  had  left  this  place.  Up  to 
tliat  time,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  no  determination  was  had  on  the  part  of  the  committee 
to  summon  Mr.  Wager  before  it.  Captain  Gallagher  reported  to  me  about  nine  o'clock 
njght  before  last  that  that  was  the  case.    He  had  just  received  the  dispatch  then. 

The  Chairman.  The  minority  have  the  same  means  of  cross-examining  Mr.  Wager 
that  the  majority  have  had  in  cross-examining  Mr.  Day,  Captain  Richardson,  and 
Colonel  Lowe,  who  testified  at  very  considerable  length.    I  do  not,  for  myself,  see  that 
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any  ground  ia  laid  why  the  cross-examination  of  Mr.  Wager  should  not  proceed,  aa  has 
been  the  uniform  custom  of  proceeding, 

Mr.  Blair.  Well,  sir,  I  decline  to  cross-examine  liini  on  the  part  of  the  minority. 


IIuNT-^viLLE.  Alabama,  Oetojcr  14,  1871. 
JOHN  A.  LILE  sworn  and  examineri. 

The  CHAirwMAN.  As  this  -^vitness  is  called  by  the  minority,  I  will,  ask  General  Blair  to 
examine  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  State  your  residence. 

Answer.  Trinity  Station,  oh  the  Memphis  road,  in  Morgan  County. 
Question.  Is  it  this  side  of  Decatur  ? 
Ansiver.  It  is  beyond  Decatur,  six  miles. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  employed  upon  that  road  ? 
Ansioer.  For  about  five  or  six  years. 
Question.  Have  you  been  superintendent  at  that  station  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  been  merely  freight  agent. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  whether  there  was  a  democratic  club  of  negroes  at  that 
station  about  three  years  ago. 
Answer.  It  was  not  a  democratic  club  of  negroes  ;  it  was  mixed,  w^liite  and  black. 
Question.  Was  Jesse  Brown  a  member  of  that  club  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  Jesse  was  a  member  of  it. 
Question.  Do  you  recollect  Henry  Hamlin  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember  him" 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  that  about  three  years  ago  Jesse  Brown  and  other  negroes 
were  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  recollect  it  very  well. 
Question.  By  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  They  said  they  were  disguised  men,  and  that  they  were  whipped.  I  saw  the 
marks  of  the  w^hipping.  I  live  within  a  few  miles  of  the  station,  and  that  is  my  placo 
of  business. 

Question.  Why  was  this  attack  made  on  the  negroes  ? 
Ajfiswer.  At  home. 
Question.  Why  ? 

Answer  I  don't  know  why  it  was.  I  talked  with  the  negroes.  They  all  came  to  mo 
as  soon  as  I  went  down.  There  were  different  reasons  ;  some  said  that  I  had  got  them 
into  trouble  by  forming  that  democratic  club.  I  was  president  of  the  club  myself. 
Others  said  that  they  thought  they  had  recognized  some  of  the  men.  One  boy,  in  par- 
ticular, that  was  whipped,  said  that  ho  thought  he  recognized  a  man  that  was  going 
to  see  a  mulatto  girl  that  he  was  going  to  see,  and  he  thought  that  was  the  reason  he 
^vas  whipped.  But  my  opinion  about  it  was,  and  it  is  the  general  idea  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, that  it  was  against  our  club. 

Question.  It  was  the  intention  to  break  up  your  democratic  club  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  by  intimidation  prevent  these  men  from  remaining  in  the  club  ? 
Answm\  Yes,  sir  ;  it  was  about  a  week  after  we  formed  the  club,  and  I  had  over  a 
hundred  colored  members. 

Question.  Is  thaft  your  impression  about  tlie  matter — your  belief  ? 
Answer.  That  is  my  belief  about  it. 
Question.  What  is  this  belief  founded  upon  ? 

Ansiuer.  My  belief  is  just  founded  ui)on  this:  It  never  had  happent^l  before,  and  we 
had  just  formed  our  club,  and  I  could  tell  no  other  reason  v*  hy,  unless  it  was  our  club ; 
and  the  negroes  never  would  come  back  to  the  club  any  more. 

Question.  Then  the  negroes  were  of  the  same  impression,  wx^rc  they  ? 
Answer.  They  were  of  the  same  impression.  Now,  aside  from  the  railroad  hands,  a 
great  many  hands  were  on  the  farms  adjacent,  and  one  man,  in  particular,  he  is  the 
leader  of  the  negroes  in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  most  influential  man,  had  a  good 
many  under  his  control,  and  he  hired  a  good  many  to  work,  and  he  told  me  that  that 
was  the  impression  that  they  had  formed,  or  the  idea— that  it  was  done  against  them 
because  they  had  joined  the  democratic  club.    That  was  his  statement. 

Question.  Who  do  you  suppose  did  it  ?  What  persons,  and  w^here  were  they  from  ? 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  we  thought  they  were  from  the  mountain  country,  the  line  of 
mountains  south  of  us,  and  I  felt  so  much  interest  for  the  negroes  that  I  got  on  my 
horse,  and  got  several  other  men  to  go  with  me,  to  follow  the  tracks  and  see  where  they 
came  from,  and  we  followed  them  several  miles  out  in  that  mountainous  country  and 
came  back  ;  we  did  not  make  any  discoveries.    After  several  months  there  was  a  man 
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hung  on  the  mountain  there  at  night.  Those  parties  were  discovered.  Some  of  them 
were  arrested  and  put  in  jail,  and  the  citizens  around  the  jail  wore  called  on  to  guartl 
them  while  in  jail,  to  prevent  their  heing  released,  and  then  ihey  were  sent  over  to 
Athens,  in  Limestone  County,  and  they  were  released  out  of  that  jail.  Those  men 
were,  I  think,  the  same  parties  that  visited  our  place  and  visited  these  negroes. 

Question.  Who  were  they ;  were  they  radicals  or  repuhlicans  ? 

Answer.  There  were  some  radicals  and  some  democrats  too.  Their  politics  I  don't 
linow.  I  know  they  are  a  most  trifling  class  of  men.  I  don't  know  so  much  about 
their  politics. 

Question,  They  were  from  the  lEOuntaiiis  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  i^eople  in  that  immediate  noighhoihood  sympathize  with  the 
isegroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  certainly  they  did. 

Question.  The  i)eople  in  the  neighborhood  v/ere  what  in  politics  ? 

Answer.  They  were  all  democrats.  We  live  in  the  valley  there ;  we  have  the  negroes 
to  work  our  farms,  and  we  consider  it  our  duty  to  protect  them,  and  we  have  always 
felt  that  sympathy  for  them  that  they  were  entitled  to. 

Question.  Brown  testified  here  that  when  he  was  being  whipped  he  tried  to  raise  his 
head  up,  and  w^as  struck  by  a  man  with  a  spur  on  his  foot,  a  heavy  spur,  that  broke 
his  skull. 

Answer.  I  recollect,  he  told  mo  about  that.  He  did  have  a  scar  on  the  temple ;  he 
showed  me  where  ho  said  he  w^as  spurred  on  the  temple. 

Question.  Was  it  a  very  serious  injury  ? 

Answer:  It  did  not  look  so  that  morning.  He  had  a  handkerchief  tied  around  his 
head.  I  pulled  the  handkerchief  to  one  side  and  examined  it.  lie  seemed  to  have 
been  cut  throogli  the  skin. 

Question.  Yvliat  did  he  think  he  was  whipped  for? 

Ansicer,  He  said  he  did  not  know  what  for. 

Question.  He  vf  as  a  member  of  your  democratic  club  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  Jesse  was  a  member  of  our  democratic  club. 

Question.  Was  it  well  known  in  the  neighborhood  that  these  men  were  members  of 
the  democratic  club  ? 

Ansicer.  In  the  neighborhood  I  siipi)ose  the  idea  was  that  all  the  negroes  were  join- 
ing the  club.  They  were  coming  in  every  day.  I  knew  the  negroes  in  the  neighbor- 
hood better  than  anybody  else,  i)articularly  the  railroad  negroes. 

Question.  The  existence  of  that  club  was  well  known  in  that  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  well-known  in  that  neighborhood.  It  was  increasing  very 
rapidly.     Nearly  everybody  came  in,  white  and  black,  and  joined  the  club. 

(^,uestion.  This  had  the  effect  of  breaking  it  up  ? 

Answer.  Most  effectually. 

Question.  It  broke  it  up  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  year  was  that  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  1868. 

Question.  How  long  before  the  presidential  election  ? 

Answer.  Just  a  short  time  before. 

Question.  This  was  in  Morgan  County,  I  understand? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  all  white  settlers  in  that  region  voted  We.  democratic  ticket,  I  under- 
stand you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  the  valley. 

Question.  Were  there  a  good  many  negroes  there  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many. 

Question.  And  they  were  all  democrats  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  they  had  all  joined  the  club,  not  the  negroes.  They 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  all  voting  all  one  way,  but  I  being  a  democrat,  I  wanted  them 
to  go  my  way,  and  I  formed  this  club  and  respectfully  stated  the  case,  that  I  would 
like  for  the  negroes  to  go  my  way  and  let  us  all  go  together  and  not  be  at  enmity. 

Question.  How  many  negroes  did  you  have  in  your  service  or  employment,  one  way 
and  another  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  I  had  any  one.  I  had  some  living  on  my  land.  I  had 
rented  my  land  to  them. 

Question.  How  many  negro  renters  had  you  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  had  about  fourteen  families . 

Question.  Did  your  democratic  neighbors  have  renters  likewise  1 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Were  all  the  negroes  that  joined  your  club  the  tenants  of  democratic  land- 
holders? "nricrl 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  some  of  them  were  railroad  Iiands. 

Question.  Mainly  tenants  of  democratio  land-holders  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  were  the  politics  of  the  man  or  men  who  employed  the  negroes  upon 
the  railroad  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  knov-.  rrc3:dcr.t  T;>,te,  I  think,  was  a  democrat.  He 
was  president  of  the  road. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Do  you  mean  Ca]^i>is":i  8am  T^ito.  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Ciiaieman  : 
Question.  Who,  npon  the  railroad,  employed  the  negroes?     Wbat  was  the  title  of  his 
office  ? 
Answer.  The  overseer,  I  reehon  ;  the  overseer  of  tliose  hands. 
Question.  W^hat  was  his  name  ? 
Answer.  At  that  time  it  was  Troxel, 
Question.  Was  he  a  republican  or  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  his  politics;  I  never  learned;  it  seems  to  mo  I  learned  it 
afterward.    I  think  after  he  lived  there  I  learned  be  was  not  a  democrat. 
Question.  Was  it  Troxel  who  hired  them  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so,  generally. 

Question.  Did  he  remain  there  until  after  thcv  pn^sidential  election  * 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  member  of  your  club  ? 
Answer.^  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 
Question.  Were  the  officers  of  the  road  democrats  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not.  I  know  the  men,  but  never  knew 
their  politics.     I  suppo.se  they  were ;  they  are  nice  men. 

Question.  What  arguments  did  you  use  with  the  negroes  to  induce  them  to  come 
into  your  club  ? 

Answer.  I  used  this  argument:  that  they  had  been  voting  differently  from  the  white 
people  generally,  and  I  would  say,  *'  Boys,  let  us  all  go  together  and  be  friendly,  and 
not  have  any  more  strife  among  us  in  politics  or  anything  else  about  it.'^  They 
readily  consented.    I  thought  it  was  right  that  we  should  have  no  diiificulties. 

Question.  Did  you  use  any  arguments  other  than  you  have  named  to  induce  them  to 
vote  for  tlie  ticket  of  Seymour  and  Blair  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  remember  that  I  did.  I  might  have  need  some  other 
similar  arguments. 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  readily  fall  in  with  your  soggf^stion  ? 
Answer.  Eeadily. 

Question.  Had  you  a  written  constitution  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Any  ceremony  of  initiation  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  at  all. 

Question.  How,  then,  did  they  become  members  of  tb.o  club  ? 

Answer.  In  the  first  place  we  had  a  meeting.  Mr.  Yf  olden,  from  Decatur,  was  there. 
I  being  no  speaker  myself,  invited  him  to  con»e  down  and  make  a  spoech  to  ns,  white 
and  black,  and  when  he  got  through  we  had  a  list  headed  ''  Democratic  Club  of  Decatur," 
and  we  all  signed  our  names. 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  put  their  names  down  ? 

Answer.  They  had  them  put  down  ;  none  of  them  cocid  \7ritn,  I  l^eiiev?. 
Question.  Do  you  think  they  did  it  willingly? 
Answer.  Perfectly  so. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  were  anxious  to  vot^^  for  Seymour  jiimI  Blair  f 
Ansxcefi\  At  that  time  they  seemed  to  be;  but  none  of  them  did  it,  I  understand, 
afterward. 

Question.  How  largo  a  body  of  men  in  disguise  visited  the   negioes  at  the  time  you 
8|>eak  of? 
Answer.  The  negroes  thought  there  were  some  nine  or  ten. 
Question.  How  many  negroes  were  disciplined  by  the  Ku-Klux  that  night ' 
Answer.  Were  what  ? 
Question.  Were  whipped? 

Answer.  Some  ten  ;  as  many  as  that.  They  were  not  only  railroad  negroes,  but  they 
whipped  around  in  the  neighborhood  on  plantations. 

Question.  How  many  negroes  had  joined  your  democratio  club  ? 
Answer.  I  don't  remember  the  precise  number ;  but  I  would  state  in  round  numbers 
that  it  wa«  a  hundred. 

Question.  There  was,  then,  only  a  tenth  part  of  the  democratic  negroes  that  were 
whipped  ? 
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Answer.  I  should  suppose  so. 

Question.  What  proportion  did  you  say  f 

Answer.  About  a  tenth  or  twelfth  part. 

Question.  Do  yoa  know  whether  the  disguised  men  who  inflicted  those  whipping 
were  white  or  black  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  It  never  has  been  determined  to  this  day. 

Answer.  The  general  belief  is  that  they  were  white  men. 

Question.  And  the  men  who  were  subsequently  arrested  and  j)ut  in  the  jail  at  Athei:i§ 
were  supposed  to  be  a  part  of  that  gang  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  said  that  part  were  democrats  and  part  republicans  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  you  give  the  names  of  the  republicans  who  were  sujvposed  to  be  irii- 
plicated  in  that  gang  ? 

Answer.  There  is  one  man  by  the  name  of  West;  I  think  he  was  a  republican  ;  he 
always  passed  as  such  in  our  country. 

Question.  Who  else  ? 

Answer.  A  man  named  Tucker. 

Question.  Any  one  else  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  the  names  of  others. 

Question.  It  was  a  mere  matter  of  supposition,  was  it  ? 

Answer.  Of  course. 

Question.  That  these  were  a  part  of  the  gang  who  whipped  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Some  time  after  that  there  was  a  negro  who  lived  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, who  was  rather  a  bad  man,  came  up  to  our  little  station,  on  one  occasion,  and 
fell  out  with  these  two  men  I  have  just  mentioned.  West  and  Tucker.  They  had  a 
difficulty  about  something,  I  don't  know  what,  and  he  ran  Home  to  get  his  gun  and 
come  back  there  ]  and  these  other  men  went  off  and  armed  themselves ;  and  they  all 
left  the  place;  and  I  don't  know  what  became  of  them.  Some  week  or  two  after  that 
there  was  a  raid  of  disguised  men,  I  suppose  disguised,  went  to  that  negro's  house  and 
surrounded  it,  and  inflicted  punishment  upon  him ;  and  I  thought  that  was  done  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  that  occurred  at  my  place. 

By  Mr.  Bucktjey  : 
Question.  You  think  that  was  a  personal  matter  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  that  was  a  personal  ma;tter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  was  this  man  that  was  hanged  ? 

Answer.  Sapp. 

Question.  A  colored  man  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  a  white  man. 

Question.  What  was  he  hung  for  ! 

Ansicer.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Question.  Are  those  the  only  instances  of  visitations  by  the  Ku-Klnx,  so  called,  that 
you  know  of? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  other  instances  have  fallen  under  your  observation  f 

Answer.  I  have  mentioned  two  cases,  I  believe? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  There  was  a  case  of  an  old  man  who  lived  on  my  plantation,  who  was  taken 
out  and  murdered,  killed,  one  Saturday  night,  and  I  suppose  it  was  done  by  disguised 
men.  I  talked  with  his  children  about  it  next  day  and  they  said  they  had  something 
over  their  faces.    There  were  five  men  only  in  that  crowd. 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  ? 

Answer.  That  occurred  about  three  years  ago. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  cause  for  which  he  was  hung  ? 

Answer.  I  never  could  ascertain. 

Question.  He  was  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  old  man  had  made  nine  bales  of  cotton  that  year,  and  had 
brought  it  up  to  my  little  place  of  business  that  day  ;  and  he  was  around  about  the 
store  helping  me  move  freight  and  one  thing  and  another  during  the  day ;  and  my 
8ui)position  was  that  they  believed  that  he  had  sold  me  his  cotton  that  day  and  had 
the  money,  and  that  they  thought  they  would  get  the  money. 

Question.  Do  any  other  instances  occur  to  you  ? 

Answer.  That  is  all  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  outrages  in  other  parts  of  the  country  by  the  Eu-Klnx 
Klau  that  year  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  all  over  the  country. 

Question.  Were  they  very  numerous  ?  r^  i 
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Anew^,  Ye»,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  th^  character  of  the  outrages  they  committed  ? 
Answer.  Mostly  robbery. 
Question.  Any  "whipping  f 
Answ£r.  Yes,  frequent  whipping. 
Qmstion^  Any  assassination  f 

An^wm\  Yes,  of  course.  About  three  years  ago  I  could  hear  of  assassinations  fre 
quently^  all  over  the  country. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  late  disturbances^  in  that  part  of  the  country  f 
Answer.  None  at  all,  sir.    We  have  been  quiet  for  two  years. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  How  long  had  this  club  been  organized  before  this  whipping  took  place  ? 

Answer.  Just  about  a  week. 

QueMion.  How  far  from  this  neighborhood  were  these  men  living  who  were  sup- 
posed to  have  done  it  ? 

Answer.  If  our  suppositions  were  right  they  lived  seven  or  eight  miles. 

Question.  Out  in  the  mountains  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  some  idea  on  the  part  of  the  colored  men,  owing  to  the  number 
of  outrages  that  were  being  committed,  that  it  would  be  safer  for  them  to  be  in  a 
democratic  club  fchan  not  to  be  in  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  that  that  was  their  idea. 

Question.  Was  there  no  apprehension  of  danger  to  those  who  were  acting  with  the 
republicans  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  I  think  that  they  just  joined  the  club  through  friend- 
ship for  me. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  name  of  this  old  colored  man  who  was  killed  on  your 
iplace  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ,•  Isaac  Gibson. 

Question.  What  was  his  character ;  was  he  an  industrious  old  man? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  an  industrious  old  man  ;  I  had  heard  that  he  was  disposed  to  be 
insolent,  but  I  never  thought  so. 

Question.  He  had  made  a  good  crop,  had  he  ? 

Answer.  He  had  made  a  good  crop. 

Question.  Are  the  negroes  in  your  section  of  country  behaving  very  well  now  ? 

Answer.  Very  well. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  you  followed  the  track  made  by  these  men  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  the  horses'  track  ;  what  I  suppose  was  their  track.  There  seemed 
to  be  a  good  many  tracks. 

*  Question.  You  followed  them  as  well  as  you  could  in  what  direction  ?  They  went  out 
South  toward  the  mountains  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  the  mountains  come  up  close  to  our  place,  within  half  a  mile  of 
the  railroad. 

Question.  You  followed  them  how  far  ? 

Answer.  Two  or  three  miles. 

Question.  You  were  satisfied  that  that  was  the  track  made  by  that  party  ? 

Answe)\  Yes,  sir,  I  was  satisfied  of  that,  there  being  so  many  horses' tracks  from 
there,  and  together. 

Question.  In  the  mountain  region,  right  adjacent  to  you,  the  population  were  mostly 
republicans  ? 

Ansive)\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  that  circumstance  influence  your  opinion  as  to  who  the  marauders 
were  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes. 

Question.  That,  together  with  the  circumstance  that  these  men  were  all  in  the  dem- 
ocratic club  who  were  whipped  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  I  knew  very  well  it  was  none  of  our  own  people  there.  The  peo- 
ple in  our  neighborhood  get  along  well  with  the  negroes.  The  negroes  are  not  troub- 
lesome to  us,  and  we  are  not  troublesome  to  the  negroes.  We  benefit  each  other  j 
mutual  benefit. 

Question.  You  were  satisfied  that  that  was  the  disposition  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  am  well  satisfied  of  that  fact. 

Question.  And  it  has  always  been  so  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  has  always  been  the  case. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  the  persons  living  in  the  direction  that-^ou  haYe  men- 
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tioned  which  these  men  took  that  night  after  they  left,  and  some  of  whom  were  subse- 
quently arrested  for  the  murder  of  Sapp,  had  any  animosity  toward  those  negroes  other 
than  that  they  were  in  a  democratic  club  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  class  of  men,  well  known  to  southern  people,  who  always 
hated  the  negro  before  the  war,  and  they  hate  him  yet.  They  never  owned  slaves 
themselves,  and  they  never  knew  how  to  sympathise  with  or  to  take  care  of  a  negro. 
Now,  my  negroes  on  my  plantation  I  owned  before  the  war.  I  take  care  of  them  yet. 
They  cultivate  my  land.  I  rent  my  lands  to  them.  They  get  me  to  transact  all  their 
business.    I  still  have  a  feeling  of  regard  for  them  that  other  men  do  not  have. 

Question.  What  class  of  men  is  this  of  whom  you  spoke  ? 

Ansive7\  The  ignorant,  poor  white  men. 

Question.  Men  who  are  renters  of  land,  or  owners  of  land  ? 

Anstver.  If  they  work  at  all  they  rent. 

Question.  Where  do  they  liv^  generally  ? 

Answer.  They  generally  live  out  in  these  barrens. 

Question.  In  the  mountains  ? 

Anstver.    Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  those  men  now  democrats,  generally  ? 

Answer.  It  is  mixed  up  ;  some  are  radicals,  some  democrats. 

Question.  They  all  alike  have  this  prejudice  against  the  negroes? 

Answer.  That  is  my  idea,  sir. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 

Question.  About  what  is  the  proportion  of  those  men  livingf  in  the  mountains  whom 
you  have  described  in  their  political  divisions  ;  are  there  more  democrats  or  republicans  ? 

Answer.  I  expect  they  are  pretty  well  divided. 

Question.  Did  you  trace  their  tracks  up  to  their  houses  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  If  I  could  have  done  that  I  could  have  taken  some  steps  to  have 
had  them  prosecuted. 

Question.  You  do  not  know,  then,  but  what  they  may  have  come  by  that  route  from 
some  considerable  distance  ? 

Answer.  No ;  that  is  so. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  the  negroes  what  they  were  whipping  them  for  ? 

AMS^ve7\  I  don't  remember,  sir.  It  has  been  along  time,  and  never  being  expected  to 
be  called  on  about  it  again  I  have  forgotten  it. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  14,  1871. 

ARCHIBALD  JACKSON  STEELE  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Please  to  state  your  age,  place  of  residence,  and  occupation. 

Answer.  I  am  a  preacher,  or  have  been  when  1  was  able  to  pre-ach;  I  am  not  now 
able  to.  Hive  in  this  county,  twenty-two  miles  due  north  of  this.  I  am  now  in  my 
seventy-second  year. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Madison  County? 

Answer.  Since  the  year  1853. 

Question.  Do  you  live  in  a  village,  or  in  the  country  ? 

Answer.  In  the  country. 

{Question.  Do  you  manage  a  plantation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  employ  any  colored  men  upon  it? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  1  will  ask  you  to  state  if  you  have  ever  been  visited  by  any  bands  of  men 
in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  times  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  reckon,  some  five  or  six  times. 

Question.  You  may  begin  with  the  first  time  and  state  to  the  committee  when  that 
was. 

Ansxcer.  I  do  not  believe  I  can  do  that,  it  has  been  so  long  back.  My  memory  is  very 
treacherous  now-a-days.  I  have  been  long  affected  with  chronic  diarrhoea,  and  it  has 
affected  my  memory  mightily.  I  cannot  tell  how  long  back,  but  since  the  war;  but  I 
cannot  identify  the  year. 

Question.  When  they  visited  you  at  the  times  of  which  you  speak,  what  did  they 
announce  was  their  object  or  motive  in  the  visit  f 

Answer,  They  declared  themselves  friends  to  the  white  men  and  black  men  both; 
did  not  interfere  with  anything  or  anybody.  They  just  came  in  the  yard  and  rode 
around  the  house  and  rode  off.    All  their  first  visits  were  of  that  oharaoter. 
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Question.  Were  those  visits  in  the  day-time  or  at  night  ? 

Answer.  At  night. 

Question.  Did  they  make  any  inquiries  in  relation  to  your  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  those  visits. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  take  away  any  guns  from  your  negroes  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  State  if  within  the  last  month  there  has  been  any  visilr  of  disguised  men 
to  your  plantation  ? 

Ansiver.  In  August  lasfc,  on  the  23d  of  August,  1871,  there  was  a  visit  of  disguised 
men  there. 

Question.  What  was  their  object  ? 

Ansiver.  From  what  they  did,  their  object  seemed  to  be  to  abuse  the  darkeys  that 
lived  with  me. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  ? 

Answer.  They  arrested  the  darkeys  in  the  cabins  where  they  were  peaceably  and 
quietly  asleep,  took  them  prisoners,  took  them  to  the  woods  and  beat  them  unmerci- 
fully, and  then  made  them  start  and  run  off  from  them  and  shot  at  them,  and  shot  one 
of  them.  They  shot  at  three  of  them,  and  the  other  one  they  did  not  take  to  the 
w-oods.  There  were  four  boys,  or  four  men.  They  shot  one  in  the  left  arm  near  the 
shoulder.  I  have  got  the  bullet  here  that  the  doctor  took  out  of  it.  [The  witness 
produces  and  exhibits  a  bullet.]  I  thought  maybe  it  was  right  to  bring  the  bullet 
along. 

Question.  The  doctor  took  that  out  of  the  colored  man's  arm  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir; 

Question.  Was  this  visit  you  have  described  in  the  night-time,  this  last  one  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  about  what  hour  of  the  night  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell,  for  I  was  asleep.  It  was  after  midnight  when  I  was  notified 
about  it.  They  took  them  to  the  woods  and  abused  them  very  much.  They  were  not 
able  to  work  for  a  week. 

Question.  What  was  the  offense  of  the  negroes  ? 

Answe)\  Well,  there  was  a  w^hite  str^iuger'  came  into  the  neighborhood,  and  an  old 
maid  had  a  vacant  house,  and  he  got  leave  to  go  into  that  house  and  stay  a  few  days, 
he  said,  to  look  around,  so  she  says — I  know  nothing  about  this  now — that  he  might 
find  a  home  somewhere  in  the  community.  I  saw  him  pass  my  house,  but  I  see  so 
many  strangers  I  pay  no  attention  to  them.  He  came  among  my  darkeys,  and  one 
young  negro,  that  did  not  belong  to  my  negroes,  had  a  banjo;  he  was  a  visitor.  He 
got  him  to  go  over  to  the  house  where  he  was  and  play  the  banjo  for  his  wife,  and 
also  that  the  boys  should  go  along  and  dance,  as  she  had  never  heard  a  banjo  nor  seen 
a  dance.  The  boys,  without  thinking  any  harm,  Avalked  a  quarter  of  a  mile  over  -to 
the  cabin  and  had  a  banjo-playing  and  a  dance,  but  did  not  stay  long.  When  they 
started  back  a  man  met  them  and  knew  them  very  well,  and  told  them  it  was  a  good 
thing  they  left,  because  a  company  was  making  up  to  beat  them  and  maybe  would 
kill  some  of  them.  That  was  on  Saturday  night,  and  on  Wednesday  night  this  thing 
occurred.  Now,  if  you  want  the  character  of  these  boys  I  can  tell  you,  if  this  is  the 
place. 

Question.  1  will  come  to  that  directly.  Did  these  disguised  men  tell  these  boys  at 
the  time,  that  they  were  whipping  them  for  having  violated  this  white  man^s  house 
and  for  having  played  the  banjo  and  danced? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  as  for  that.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  heard  the  boys  say.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  have  heard  them  say  what  they  said  they  were  abusing  them  for. 
Yes,  I  did  hear  them  say  this  :  that  they  told  them  it  was  for  associating  with  white 
people.     But  if  they  were,  they  were  invited  to  the  association. 

Question.  How  many  disguised  men  were  there  in  this  gang  ? 

Anstver.  Five,  so  they  said.    Now  I  am  talking  on  hearsay. 

Question.  Did  they  come  on  foot  or  on  horseback  ? 

Ansiver.  It  seemed  some  were  riding  and  some  walking,  as  far  as  I  have  learned. 

Questio7i.  Now  you  can  go  on  and  give  the  character  of  the  colored  men  who  were 
whipped.    Give  their  names  in  the  first  i)lace. 

Anstver.  Henry  Johnson  has  lived  with  me  these  four  ye^rs,  and  is  a  young  man, 
married,  in  his  house ;  he  lived  with  me,  and  we  have  never  had  cause  to  give  Mm  a 
cross  word,  and  there  has  never  been  a  cross  word  passed  to  him  in  the  four  years 
together.  He  has  been  as  punctual  to  the  article  of  writing  as  any  man  could  be.  He 
has  never  derogated  to  any  extent  at  all,  in  any  way.  He  is  peaceable  and  quiet,  and 
never  steals  from  anybody,  and  is  not  saucy.  I  have  a  right  to  know.  It  has  been 
going  on  four  years  that  he  has  sustained  as  good  a  character  as  any  man  I  know  with 
me  and  my  family  and  the  neighborhood.  As  far  as  I  know  he  has  never  been  charged 
with  anything.  Peyton  Lipscomb  is  another.  He  has  been  living  with  me  this  is  the 
third  year.    I  have  never  had  a  cross  word  with  him,  nor  my  boys.    He  don't  go  out 
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in  the  Heighborhoocl  on  rows,  attends  to  his  own  business,  stays  at  home,  steals  nothing 
from  anybody,  that  I  know  of,  and  behaves  himself  like  a  gentleman. 

Question.  Yon  say  he  is  an  old  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Give  the  names  of  the  other  two. 

Answer.  Washington  Strong.  Wash  has  been  living  with  me  this  year  only.  He  is 
a  very  good  boy.  We  have  had  no  disturbance  with  him ;  never  give  him  a  cross 
word ;  got  along  easily  with  him.  It  is  only  necessary  to  tell  him  what  to  do,  and  ho 
goes  and  does  it  pleasantly. 

Question.  Was  he  the  one  who  played  the  banjo  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  it  was  a  different  negro;  one  out  of  the  neighborhood;  a  visitor. 

Question.  Was  there  not  one  named  Anthony  Steele? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir.  Anthony  was  a  boy  I  owned  before  the  war  some  years,  and  is 
still  with  me ;  a  good  boy.  He  behaves  himself  prudently ;  he  don't  get  drank 
or  have  fusses  with  anybody,  black  or  white  people,  and  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  tell 
Anthony  what  to  do  and  he  does  it  cheerfully  and  pleasantly. 

Question.  Have  any  of  these  disguised  men  that  inflicted  this  whipping  been  pun- 
ished ? 

Answew  Not  that  I  know  of,  sir. 

Question.  Which  one  of  these  men  was  it  that  was  shot  ? 

Ansiver.  Peyton  Lipscomb. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  The  old  man  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  why  he  was  shot  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  except  that  I  think  it  was  because  he  went  over  there  along  with 
the  crowd  to  the  house  where  they  were  invited. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  this  gang  or  any  other  committing  any  other  mischief  on 
the  following  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  will  tell  you  about  that. 

Question.  Very  well ;  go  on. 

Answer.  They  visited  a  negro,  a  neighbor  woman,  a  white  woman's  house  before  that, 
and  that  night  too,  but  before  that,  and  tore  up  her  house  and  broke  all  her  things, 
her  looking-glass,  &c.  The  same  night  five  men  were  there  and  attempted  entering 
her  house,  but  they  defeated  it. 

Question.  The  same  night  your  boys  were  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  that  same  night  they  attempted  to  enter  a  poor  white  man's 
house ;  but  he  met  them  at  the  door  with  an  ax  and  told  them  the  first  man  that  put 
his  foot  in  he  would  si)lit  his  head,  and  he  stopped  them.  The  day  after  this  occurred 
I  went  down,  hearing  from  the  darkej^s  that  they  had  been  at  the  widow  woman's 
house  and  this  other  house,  to  see  what  they  did,  and  if  they  could  identify  any  of 
them,  and  they  were  excited  very  much,  they  talked  as  though  they  could  ;  but  since 
I  have  been  subpoenaed  I  thought  I  would  go  and  see,  and  now  they  say  they  cannot 
tell;  they  think  they  know,  but  they  cannot  identify  them. 

Question.  How  many  did  they  say  were  in  the  crowd  ? 

Answer.  Five. 

Question.  You  suppose  it  w^as  the  same  men  who  visited  j^our  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  all  believed  that,  but  who  they  are  \yq  cannot  tell. 

Question.  What  complaint  had  they  against  the  widow  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did  not  learn  that. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  what  their  complaint  was  against  the  poor  white  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not.  I  think  they  were  drunk,  and  just  wanted  to  have  sport 
out  of  the  misery  of  others. 

Question.  Was  his  name  Johnson? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  man  named  Johnson  having  been  abused  by 
the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  None  but  this  black  boy,  Anthony  Johnson.  As  this  is  going  on — may  I  talk 
a  little  and  tell  you  how  this  has  been  going  on  back  for  a  time  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir,  you  may  do  so. 

Answer.  It  has  been  going  on  about  twenty  months.  During  the  war  we  had  complete 
peace  and  quietude  except  when  both  armies  were  on  us,  as  a  matter  of  course ;  but  the 
neighborhood  Avas  quiet  and  the  darkeys  faithful  and  true  as  men  or  women  could 
be ;  but  now  about  twenty  months  this  woman  I  speak  of,  who  had  this  house,  she 
owned  a  little  piece  of  poor  land — I  do  not  know  of  any  other  cause — they  commenced 
on  her  in  disguise  and  drove  her  from  her  house. 

Question.  What  was  her  name  ? 
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Answer.  Campbell.  I  think  they  intended  to  drive  her  from  her  house  and  land  and 
take  possession  of  it.  They  continued  on,  and  after  a  while  they  assailed  some  people 
in  the  barrens  of  their  own  stock.  They  are  quite  a  poor^  low-down,  uncultivated 
I)eople,  living  in  poor  country,  and  they  whipped  two  of  them  up  there  in  a  raid  around. 
I  don't  know  why,  but  they  did  it.  They  continued  now  troubling  this  woman,  coming 
in  disguise  and  throwing  rocks  on  her  house,  and  came  into  her  house  and  to  her  bed 
wh'ere  she  was  lying.  I  am  the  only  man  living  there  that  sympathized  with  her.  She 
would  come  to  me  and  tell  what  they  did.  I  would  tell  her^  "Miss  Becky,  they  will 
not  hurt  you."  She  thought  they  would  kill  her.  I  would  say,  •'  They  are  just  deviling 
and  plaguing  you  ;  don't  get  scared.'^  She  is  a  mighty  brave  woman,  but  I  found  she 
w^as  getting  scared  the  way  they  were  treating  her.  It  w^nt  on  until  a  young  man  came 
there  in  disguise — he  is  here  in  jail  in  town — and  he  struck  her  on  the  head  with  a 
double-barreled  shot-gun  and  liked  to  have  killed  her ;  and  still  it  has  been  going  on,  as 
you  see,  until  the  present  time,  and  we  that  are  civil  and  belong  to  civil  society  and  want 
to  be  white  })eople  have  become  afraid,  to  tell  you  the  truth.  We  don't  know  what 
night  we  are  to  be  invited  out  and  whipped. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  was  the  name  of  that  young  man  that  struck  her  with  a  gun  and  who 
is  living  here  in  town  ? 
Answer.  He  is  in  jail  here. 
Question.  What  is  his  name? 
Ansiver.  Yarbrough. 

Question.  Is  he  here  on  the  accusation  of  striking  this  woman  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  disguise. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  large  was  the  party  that  struck  this  woman  ? 

Ansiver.  Just  two  of  them,  but  only  one  that  came  into  the  house  ;  the  one  that  struck 
her. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  Mrs.  Lindsay  who  had  been  whipped  for  marrying  a 
Union  man  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  the  name  of  this  widow  woman  that  I  could  not  tell  you  who  they 
were  that  went  to  the  door  of  her  house  and  broke  her  glass. 

Question.  She  is  a  different  woman  from  Mrs.  Campbell  ? 

Ansiver.  Y^es,  sir. 

Qnesiion.  Tell  us  the  particulars  of  what  they  did  to  Mrs.  Lindsay  ? 

Answer.  They  went  in  and  tore  up  her  looking-glass  and  house  and  dresses.  She  is  a 
mighty  poor  woman. 

Question.  V/hat  did  they  do  this  for  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know ;  I  never  asked  her. 

Question.  Had  she  married  a  Union  man  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.  O,  no,  sir,  she  is  a  widow.  It  is  strange  the  way  this 
all  has  occurred.  We  are  ail  Union.  These  bad  fellows  up  there  and  me,  we  got 
through  the  war  like  brothers  ;  w^e  are  Union  men.  I  cannot  see  anything  they  abused 
these  negroes  for  except  to  drive  them  off  of  my  place  so  as  to  get  to  cultivate  it.  I  have 
a  pretty  large  farm.  My  doctrine  is  that  a  man  that  never  worked  is  going  to  make 
nothing  for  anybody  else.  1  tried  one  of  them.  I  rented  him  forty  acres  of  land  and 
he  brought  mo  nine  barrels  of  corn.  I  have  been  always  used  to  negroes,  was  raised 
with  them,  and  I  prefer  to  have  the  colored  people  cultivate  my  land.  I  have  more  con- 
fidence in  them  than  I  have  in  a  white  man  that  has  never  made  anything  for  himself. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  who  it  was,  in  point  of  fact,  that  didw^hip  your  negroes  1 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  This  is  just  a  matter  of  suspicion  of  yours  ? 

Answer.  That  is  all. 

Question.  Nobody  has  been  arrested  for  this  outrage  upon  your  negroes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  because  it  would  be  guess-work  pretty  much,  you  know,  and  that 
would  not  do. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  like  disturbance  occurring  at  New  Market,  six  or  seven 
miles  from  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  stated  now  all  the  outrages  that  have  come  to  your  knowledge- 
all  that  you  can  remember  ? 

Answe}\  Y^es,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Y^ou  stated  that  you  were  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  I  believe  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  connection  with  w^hat  church  ? 
Answer.  The  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.  ^-^  , 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  stated  that  you  were  a  Union  man  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  born  and  raised  one. 

Question.  And  all  your  neighbors  up  there  ? 

AnsivG)\  That  is,  just  about  my  place. 

Question.  Those  men  whom  you  suspect  of  this  transaction  ? 

Answefr.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  am  surprised  at  them,  for  I  have  sustained  them.  I  will  tell 
you  how  I  was  raised.  I  was  raised  in  South  Carolina  by  my  old  father,  and  was 
taught,  first,  to  reverence  my  God ;  second,  the  Bible ;  third,  the  Constitution  ;  and 
fourth,  the  Union — to  regard  all  these  things  as  sacred ;  and  I  commenced  the  war, 
gentlemen,  in  that  way,  and  I  came  through  that  way,  and  I  am  at  it  to-day.  My  old 
father  smelt  gunpowder  in  1776  through  that  war ;  and  when  we  were  talking  about 
fighting  here,  I  begged  our  men  let  us  keep  the  flag  of  our  fathers  and  set  our  foot 
upon  the  staff,  and  if  we  have  to  fight,  fight  for  our  rights  in  the  Constitution  and 
under  our  old  flag ;  never  give  up  the  flag  of  our  fathers,  and  never  give  up  the  Union, 
die  by  it ;  and  I  told  one  of  them,  if  you  will  do  that,  I  am  old  and  worn  out,  but  as 
my  father  fought  for  that  flag,  I  am  willing  to  go  as  far  as  life  and  strength  will  last  to 
fight  under  it  while  I  may  live,  but  1  will  never  turn  my  back  on  it,  I  will  die  first. 

Question.  All  of  your  neighbors  sympathize  with  you  in  your  Union  sentiments  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  I  speak  of. 

Question.  You  think  these  outrages  were  committed  by  people  in  your  own  immediate 
neighborhood  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  stock,  too  ;  not  i:>olitical  things,  not  a  bit  of  that  in  this,  just 
bad  fellows.  I  think  they  wanted  to  drive  the  negroes  from  my  land  and  get  it.  They 
got  drunk  and  did  this  to  these  poor  white  people,  to  devil  them  and  have  some  fun, 
but  if  they  could  be  found  I  think  they  ought  to  be  punished  pretty  badly  for  it. 

Question?  Is  this  man  Yarbrough  a  neighbor  of  yours  ? 

Ansiver.  No ;  he  lives  some  two  or  three  miles,  or  his  father  does,  from  me. 

Question.  Was  he  of  the  same  sentiments  ? 

Answer.  His  father  was.  He  is  a  young  fellow,  a  green  young  fellow,  raised,  poor 
fellow,  not  as  good  as  the  most  of  our  southern  negroes.  He  never  was  taken  to  church, 
had  no  moral  education  nor  no  legal  education. 

Question.  Among  jthat  class  of  people  in  the  South,  were  they  not,  and  are  they  not, 
hostile  to  the  negroes  generally  ? 

Ansiver.  O,  yes,  sir ;  and  to  their  masters,  too,  generally,  that  is  so. 

Question.  There  has  been  existing,  from  all  time,  a  feud  between  that  class  of  white 
people  and  the  negro,  before  the  wat  and  since  ? 

A^iswer.  Yes ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Question.  Did  they  consider  themselves  aggrieved  that  the  negro  lived  upon  the  best 
land  of  the  country,  and  took  it  up  from  them  ? 

A^istver.  That  is  what  I  think ;  and  there  have  been  several  attempts  made,  not  of  this 
desperate  character,  though,  to  get  the  darkeys  off  of  our  land  where  I  live. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  these  poor  white  men  that  abused  the  negroes  and  whipped  them  in 
this  manner,  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 
Ansiver:  No,  no ;  I  hate  that,  but  I  must  tell  the  truth. 

By  Mr.  Eice  : 
Question.  What  is  your  politics  ? 
Answer.  1  am  a  Union  man. 
Question.  Are  you  a  republican  or  a  democrat  ? 

Ansiver.  1  am  a  democrat ;  for  the  Union  and  the  Constitution ;  the  old  flag,  let  ibc 
see  it  flutter.    I  think  of  my  old  father  then. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  am  a  democrat  in  principle.    I  will  not  deny  my  principles, 
gentlemen. 


HUNTSVILLE,  ALABAMA;  Octolev  14,  1871. 

ANTHONY  STEELE  (colored)  sworn  ai?d  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  you  do  live  ? 
Answer.  Up  here  above  New  Market. 
Question.  On  the  plantation  of  the  Eov.  A.  J.  Steele  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  been  visited  lately  by  men  in  disguise  and  whipped  1r 
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Ansiver.  I  have  been  visited,  but  I  have  not  been  wbipped.  I  happened  to  get  out  of 
the  way. 

Question.  When  was  this  ? 

Answer.  It  was  in  July,  I  believe,  as  far  as  my  recollection  goes. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  there  came  after  you  ? 

Ansiver.  Five. 

Question.  How  were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  They  had  on  white. 

Question.  White  what  ? 

Answer.  White  cloth. 

Question.  Did  it  cover  their  bodies  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  have  any  covering  upon  their  heads  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  things  hanging  over  their  heads  like  mule's  ears. 

Question.  So  you  could  not  see  their  faces  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  on  foot  ? 

Answer.  Horseback. 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  one  or  two  of  them  were. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  horses  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  couldn't  see  them  ;  it  was  dark. 

Questio7i.  How  late  at  night  was  it  ? 

A7iswer.  Between  midnight  and  day. 

Question.  You  may  state  the  circumstances  of  their  visit  to  you  and  what  they  did. 

Ansiver.  And  what  for  ? 

Question.  Yes,  and  what  for. 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  a  gentleman  there  in  the  neighborhood,  and  one  of  the  boys 
in  our  house  was  a  banjo-picker,  and  the  old  gentleman  came  by  our  house  on  a  Sat- 
urday evening  and  heard  the  banjo.  One  of  them  there  was  playing  and  the  other  one 
was  playing  marbles.  He  stopped  a  few  minutes  and  listened  to  the  banjo,  and  then 
he  hired  this  fellow  to  go  over  and  pick  the  banjo  so  that  his  wife  could  hear  it.  Then 
when  he  Avent  over  to  this  gentleman's,  a  parcel  Qf  us  boys  Avent  with  him  for  com- 
pany, about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  our  house."  When  we 'started  back  from 
there,  we  met  a  man,  and  he  says,  ^'  Boys,  where  have  you  been  ?"  We  told  him  we 
had  been  over  to  this  gentleman's  house  that  was  camped  over  there.  He  was  only 
a  camper  ;  he  had  been  traveling,  moving.  He  says,  "  Boys,  don't  you  know  that  was 
wrong  ?''  We  told  him  no,  sir,  we  didn't  knoA^  it  was  wrong  to  go  and  see  fun ;  it  was 
the  first  time  I  ever  knew  fun  was  wrong  ;  I  didn't  know  it.  He  says,  ^'  Yes,  you  did ; 
you  know  the  laws  of  this  country  don't  allow  black  and  white  to  mix."  I  says,  *^  We 
didn't  mix ;  we  only  went  over  there  to  see  some  fun." 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  who  told  you  this?* 

Answer.  Cami)bell. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  ? 

Answer.  Two  or  three  hundred  yards  from  where  we  were  picking  the  banjo. 

Question.  What  does  he  follow  ? 

Answer.  Farming. 

Question.  A  renter  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  owns  a  little  piece  of  land  out  in  the  barrens. 

Question.  Does  he  work  or  employ  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  story. 

Answer.  I  told  him  we  hadn't  been  mixing  with  them,  only  went  out  tbr  a  little  fus ; 
that  the  man  hired  him  to  come  and  pick  the  banjo,  and  we  went  fos  coi^pany ;  we 
didn't  know  we  had  done  any  harm.  He  says,  "  Well,  you  have,  and  if  you  hadn't  left 
pretty  soon  we  were  just  coming  on  you  to  whip  and  kill  out  the  last  damne<8  one  of 
you." 

Question.  Was  Campbell  a  democrat  or  a  republican? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  he  is. 

Question.  Had  he  been  in  the  army  during  the  war? 

Answer.  Yes-,  sir;  he  had  been  a  little.    He  stai^d  in  a  month  or  two,  X  think. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Which  army  ? 
Answer.  He  had  been  in  the  southern  side. 

By*the  Chairman  : 
Question.  He  was  in  the  confederate  army  then? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 


Question.  Had  he  deserted,  or  what  was  the  cause  of  his  leaving! 
Answer.  He  got  scared  and  ran  home.  Hosted  by 
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QutsUon.  Did  be  make  any  threats  as  to  what  would  be  done  to  you  colored  people 
for  visiting  that  house  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  only  if  we  hadn't  left  as  soon  as  we  did,  they  were  just  coming  on  us 
to  whip  and  kill  out  the  last  .one  of  us ;  that  was  all  the  threat  that  was  made. 

Question.  Was  this  in  the  day-time  or  at  night  ? 

Answer.  Saturday  night. 

Question.  What  followed  after  that  ? 

Ansiver.  On  Wednesday  night  the  disguised  men  came  on  us  and  took  us  out ;  took 
out  three  and  whipped  them,  and  shot  at  all  three  of  them,  and  shot  one  of  them,  and 
I  run.  I  went  out  by  the  floor — I  had  only  a  puncheon  floor — and  went  out  through 
the  house,  and  run  off,  and  run  against  a  little  crib  I  had,  and  pretty  near  bursted  my 
head  open. 

Question.  So  you  escaped  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  you  came  back,  how  did  you  find  that  the  other  boys  had  be6n  treated  ? 

Ansiver.  1  found  that  they  had  been  whipped  pretty  badly. 

Question.  How  long  were  they  laid  up  ? 

Ansiver.  Peyton  was  laid  up  a  month,  and  the  other  boys  only  three  or  four  days. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  men  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  catched  me.  Affcer  I  run  against  the  crib  and  knocked  mj^self 
down,  I  couldn't  raise  to  get  away  any  more  before  they  come  on  me  and  caught  me. 
Then  I  swore  I  was  not  there.    I  swore  a  solemn  oath. 

By  Mr.s  Rice  : 
Question.  That  you  were  not  at  the  house  where  the  banjo  was  ]3layed? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  it  to  keep  from  being  punished.    They  made  me  hold  up  my 
hand  and  swear. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  You  took  the  oath  they  administered  to  you  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  But  you  did  not  swear  the  truth? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  consider  yourself  under  obligation  to  tell  the  truth  under  those 
circumstances  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  that  night  I  didn't. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  this  Inan  that  was  shot  ? 

Answer.  Peyton  Lipscomb. 

Question.  What  was  he  shot  for  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  tell. you. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  him  also  ? 

Answer.  They  whipped  him,  and  gave  them  all  three  ten  steps  to  run,  and  then  they 
shot. 

Question.  How  many  pistols  were  fired  off? 

Answer.  Three. 

Question.  And  he  was  the  only  one  wounded? 

Answer.  Y-es,  sir.  The  other  boys,  Wash  Strong  and  Henry  Johnson,  when  they  got 
their  ten  steps,  and  they  told  them  to  run,  they  run  right  out  in  the  bushes ;  but  the 
other  one  was  an  old  man,  and  he  couldn't  run  fast,  and  they  put  it  to  him ;  he  just 
kept  running  right  on  up  the  road. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  who  these  disguised  men  were  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  because  it  was  in  the  night,  and  they  had  on  things  I  never  had 
seen  before.  There  never  was  any  at  my  house;  they  were  the  first  I  had  ever  seen. 
I  cannot  have  any  idea  who  they  were. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  where  they  came  from  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  never  told  me  where  they  came  from. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  disguised  men  except  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  any  except  them. 

Question.  This  happened  in  Madison  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  last  summer  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  this  fall.  It  was  in  August,  I  think ;  about  the  middle  of  August, 
as  far  as  my  recollection  goes. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  How  long  have  you  been  living  upon  that  place  ? 
Answer.  Two  years  Christmas. 
Question.  The  coming  Christmas  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^<-^  t 
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Question,  You  were  Bot  down  where  they  were  whipped  ? 

Ansioer.  No,  sir ;  they  left  me  at  the  house.  They  swore  me  to  stay  there  until  day- 
lightj  and  if  they  catched  me  away  from  there  that  my  house  would  be  roused  with 
fire. 

Question,  Did  you  see  the  horses  ? 

Answe7\  Yes,  sir ;  but  they  were  talking  to  me  so  that  I  could  not  look  at  the  horses. 
They  kept  me  busy  talking. 

Question,  You  did  not  recognize  the  voices  of  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 


HuNTSviLLE,  Alabama,  October  14,  1871. 

PEYTON  LIPSCOMB  (colored),  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  visited  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have. 

Question.  More  than  once  ? 

Answer.  Not  more  than  once  since  I  have  been  living  in  Alabama. 

Question.  Before  you  came  to  Alabama,  were  you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where? 

Ansiver.  In  Tennessee. 

Question.  In  what  county  in  Tennessee? 

Answer.  About  five  miles  this  side  of  Salem. 

Question.  In  what  year  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  the  second  year  I  came  home ;  I  was  out  in  the  Army. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  IJnion  Army  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they^do  to  you  ? 

Ansiver.  They  abused  me  very  bad ;  they  whipped*  me. 

Question.  How  large  was  the  company  ? 

Answer.  There  were  four  of  them  together. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  all  of  them  were  disguised  men. 

Question.  Did  they  teli  you  what  they  were  whipping  you  for  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  they  whipped  me  for  A^oting,  for  one  thing. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  how  you  had  voted — on  which  side  you  had  voted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Which  side  was  that  ? 

Answer.  They  said  I  had  voted  on  the  North  side. 

Question.  They  whipped  you  for  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  you  must  vote  after  that  ? 

Answer.  They  said,  if  I  could  not  vote  on  the  other  side,  I  must  not  vote  at  all. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  Ku-Klux  after  that  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  since  I  have  been  living  in  Alabama,  which  has  been  about  a  month, 
I  reckon,  thoy  came  and  visited  me  again. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  you  this  time  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  whipped  me  and  took  me  out.  They  didn^t  say  anything  more 
against  me,  only  about  a  man  that  came  in — moved  in — a  new  comer.  We  boys  were 
there  in  the  evening,  picking  a.  banjo.  He  came  along,  and  asked  us  to  come  down  there 
to  his  place  in  the  evening  and  pick  the  banjo,  in  connection  of  his  wife  hearing  of  it; 
that  she  never  heard  one,  and  she  would  like  to  hear  it.  We  agreed  to  come  after  so  long 
a  time.  He  told  us  there  was  no  harm  in  it,  and  we  didn't  think  there  was  any,  and 
we  went  down  there,  and  as  we  passed  by  a  certain  house  they  hailed  us,  and  asked  us 
where  we  were  going,  and  we  told  them  a  gentleman  had  asked  us  to  go  over  and  pick 
the  banjo,  and  his  wife  wanted  to  hear  it,  and  they  made  a  mighty  ^miration  [admira- 
tion ]  that  we  was  going. 

Question.  Who  was  this  gentleman  ? 

Ansiver.  Mr.  Campbell. 

Question.  Had  he  been  m  the  war  ? 

Answer.  He  might,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Did  he  own  a  plantation  near  there  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir ;  he  lived  on  a  plantation  not  far  from  where  we  went  up  to  pick  the 
banjo  that  night. 

Question.  This  was  Wednesday  night,  was  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  Saturday  night. 

Question.  What  occurred  on  the  Wednesday  night  following  ?  r~^  1 

Answer.  Wednesday  night?  Hosted  by CjOOQ IC 
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Question.  I  mean  tiie  night  -when  you  men  were  whipped  ? 
Ansicer.  O,  he  shot  me  that  night,  after  whipping  me. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Who  shot  you  1 

Answer.  One  of  the  men  whipped  me,  and  then  shot  me  too,  in  this  arm ;  my  left 
arm. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  time  of  night  was  it  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  it  Avas  near  about  midnight,  or  not  that  late. 

Question.  Where  were  you  when  they  found  you  ? 

Answer.  I  was  in  my  house,  and  they  took  me  out  of  my  house. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  they  break  in  ? 

Answe)\  No ;  when  I  discovered  them  being  there,  I  heard  the  whistles,  and  they  were 
surrounding  the  house,  and  there  was  a  man  poking  his  pistol  in  the  window,  at  each 
window ;  there  were  two  windows  to  the  house ;  and  they  told  me  to  come  out  or  they 
would  shoot  in  the  house,  and  I  went  out.  When  I  went  out,  he  catched  hold  of  me 
and  walked  me  out  in  the  road,  and  the  other  man  in  there  he  did  the  same  way ;  they 
ordered  him  to  come  out. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 
Answer.  Washington. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Washington  Strong  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  you  they  wanted  to  do  with  you  ? 

Anstoer.  They  didn't  say  what  they  were  going  to  do  with  me  at  all.  I  told  them  I 
hadn't  done  anything.    They  told  me  to  come  on,  he  had  something  to  do  with  me. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Go  on,  and  tell  what  they  did  with  you. 

Answe)\  After  they  took  me  out,  they  took  me  up  the  road,  I  reckon  it  was  about  a 
quarter,  and  there  they  halted  and  stood  about  awhile,  and  then  got  hickories  and 
whipped  me. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  many  licks  did  they  give  you  ? 

Answer.  I  couldn't  count  how  many;  they  gave  me  a  good  many. 

Question.  Did  you  have  your  coat  on  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  took  everything  off. 

Question.  How  many  whipped  you  ? 

Answer.  There  didn't  but  one  man  whip  me.  He  made  me  get  down  on  the  ground, 
and  he  whij)ped  me  there ;  as  well  as  I  could  tell,  fifteen  minutes,  as  hard  as  he  could ; 
and  then  another  one  came  up  and  whipped  me  again. 

Question.  Were  t\\Q  other  colored  people  also  whipped,  who  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  whipped  the  other  two  men  that  were  there  with  me. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  there  what  they  were  whipping  you  for  ? 

Answer.  They  said  it  was  for  picking  the  banjo  for  that  man.  They  said  the  laws 
of  the  country  didn't  allow  black  and  white  to  mix  together. 

Question.  When  was  it  they  shot  you  ? 

Answer.  They  shot  me  on  that  Saturday  night. 

Question.  You  mean  on  this  Wednesday  night  ? 

Answei\  Wednesday  night  ? 

Question.  After  they  whipped  you  ? 

Answe}\  Yes,  sir ;  after  they  whipped  me  they  shot  me. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  to  run  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  started  me  off  to  run.  I  reckon  I  hadn't  got  as  far  as  from 
here  to  that  window  when  they  fired. 

Question.  And  they  fired  upon  you  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  5^ou  been  living  upon  that  place  since  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  been  living  there  since. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  troubled  by  them  since  that  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  any  of  them. 

Question.  Plas  anybody  ever  been  punished  for  this  violence  upon  you  ? 
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Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  heard  of. 
Question.  Has  nobody  been  arrested  ? 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Eice: 
Question.  Do  you  vote  every  year  ? 
Answer.  I  have  not  voted  since  that  year. 
Question.  The  first  year  you  were  whipped  in  Tennessee  ? 
Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  vote  ? 
Answer.  Well,  I  was  afraid  to  vote. 

Question.  Which  way  would  you  have  voted  if  you  were  not  afraid  to  vote  ? 
Answer.  Well,  I  should  vote  on  the  same  side  as  I  voted  before. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  And  that  was  the  republican  ticket,  as  I  understand  you  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  way  all  the  colored  people  feel  and  talk  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  that  is  the  way  they  all  feel,  but  all  that  is  interested, 
as  I  waSj  would  do  the  same  way. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  which  way  this  man  Campbell  votes  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  where  he  votes. 
Question.  Do  any  of  the  colored  men  on  your  place  there  vote  ? 
Answer.  Not  any  that  I  know  of.    None  of  them  has  voted  since  I  have  been  living 
there. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  Octohei^  14, 1871. 
HENRY  JOHNSON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  live  on  Mr.  Steele^s  plantation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  Ku-Klux,  or  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  seen  men  in  disguise. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  them  more  than  once  ? 

Answei\  Five  or  six  times. 

Question.  Where  first  ? 

Answer.  At  the  widow  Walker's,  right  there  close  to  Mr.  Steele's. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  year  before  last. 

Question.  What  were  they  doing  ? 

Answer.  They  never  did  nothing ;  they  said  they  just  came  to  look  that  night. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Ten  or  twelve  f  I  don't  know  how  many. 

Question.  Were  they  on  horseback  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  see  them  next  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  them  about  a  month  ago  now,  I  think. 

Question.  Where? 

Answer.  At  Mr.  Steele's. 

Question.  Was  that  the  time  you  were  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  and  tell  us  all  about  it. 

Answer.  Do  you  want  me  to  tell  every  bit? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  will  tell  you  the  whole  obligation  of  it  now.  I  went,  we  boys  went,  out  to 
a  man  that  ha4  been  living  in  a  house — he  rented  the  house — and  one  of  the  boys, 
Wash  Strong,  was  picking  the  banjo ;  and  he  hired  Wash  to  pick  the  banjo,  and  we 
went.  He  kept  at  us  to  go  with  him,  and  we  went  out  with  him  and  staid  there  aright 
smart  while,  and  broke  up  and  started  on  home.  We  didn't  sauce  or  pester  anybody, 
or  say  nothing  out  of  the  way ;  and  we  met  a  man  as  we  started  home,  and  he  said  he 
started  liiere  to  tell  us  to  leave  there,  that  it  would  be  better  for  us.  He  said  he  was 
just  going  there  to  whip  us  all  out. 

Question.  What  for? 

Answer.  Just  because  we  went  there  with  that  man. 

Question.  Was  this  Campbell  ?  ^^^^^^  ^^  GoOqIc 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir,  Aleck  Campbell.  He  just  as  good  as  told  us  if  we  hadn^t  got  away 
as  soon  as  we  did,  we  all  would  have  got  whipped;  but  we  had  started. 

Question.  This  was  Saturday  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  us  what  took  place  on  the  Wednesday  night  after  that. 

Answer.  Well,  I  call  them  Ku-Klux  ]  they  came  there ;  they  came  to  my  door.  There 
is  two  doors  to  the  house ;  they  came  on  that  side.  I  was  in  the  room.  I  have  a  fash- 
ion always  to  set  a  chair  against  my  door.  I  didn't  think  of  them.  They  just  run  in 
and  pushed  my  door,  and  1  had  to  go  and  kindle  up  a  light.  They  had  their  pistols  on 
me.  While  I  was  kindling  up  the  light,  Anthony,  that  was  in  here  just  now,  got  out- 
Anthony  Steele — and  they  run  in,  and  I  couldn^t  do  nothing.  My  wife  was  in  the  family 
way.  I  couldn^'t  do  nothing,  and  I  just  stood  and  took  it.  I  couldn't  help  myself  no 
way. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  to  you  in  your  house  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  do  nothing  in  the  house  except  to  take  me  out ;  and  they  took 
me  off  and  whipped  me. 

Question.  How  many  licks  did  they  give  you  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir ;  I  reckon  about  twenty,  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Did  they  make  you  lie  down "/ 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  on  my  back ;  they  made  me  and  Wash  Strong  both  lay  on  our  backs, 
and  while  they  were  whipping  us  they  put  their  pistols  right  here  to  the  forehead,  and 
had  them  cocked  on  us  both. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  what  they  were  whipping  you  for  ? 

Ansivei\  They  said,  "  The  next  time  you  want  a  dancing  frolic,  you  come  to  my  house." 
We  never  said  nothing,  but  just*  stood  there.  When  they  got  through  whipping,  they 
told  us  to  get  up  and  put  on  our  clothes,  and  we  did  so ;  and  they  told  us  first  to  jump. 
I  reckon  I  run  as  far  as  from  here  to  the  back  side  of  the  house  over  there ;  and  one  of 
them  said,  ^''Shoot ;"  and  when  he  said  that,  I  run  out  of  the  road,  up  in  the  woods. 

Question.  Did  they  shoot  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  they  shot. 

Question.  How  many  shots  did  you  hear  ? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  them  shoot  three  times. 

Question.  You  were  not  hit  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  hit  with  any  ball. 

Question.  You  have  told  the  committee  of  two  occasions  that  you  saw  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  may  tell  of  any  other  occasion  that  you  saw  them. 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  never  saw  them  any  more. 

Question.  1  thought  you  said  you  had  seen  them  five  or  six  times. 

Ariswer.  I  just  meant  twice.    I  always  try  to  tell  the  truth,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  living  with  Mr.  Steele  ? 

Answer.  Going  on  four  years,  I  think. 

Question.  Where  did  you  live  before  that  ? 

Ansiver.  At  Jimmy  Johnson's. 

Question.  Was  that  in  Madison  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    They  troubled  me  there  at  his  house. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Were  those  men  disguised  who  whipped  you  ? 

Ansjver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  those  men  that  you  saw  before  that  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  disguises  these  last  ones  had  similar  to  those  on  the  other  party 
you  had  seen  before  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  disguised. 

Question.  But  were  they  disguised  in  the  same  way  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  they  the  same  kind  of  hats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  same  thing  over  the  faces  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  horses  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  All  of  them  ? 

Answer.  One  I  don't  think  was ;  to  my  knowledge  I  don't  think  it  was.  They 
would  not  allow  me  to  look  at  them. 

Question.  You  did  not  know  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  swear  that  I  knew  any  of  them. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  voted  ? 

Answer.  I  never  have  voted  but  once. 
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Question.  When  was  that  ? 
Ansiver.  It  has  been  about  two  years  ago. 
Question.  Why  do  you  not  vote? 

An8icei\  We  are  just  afraid.    We  are  just  afraid;  that  is  the  reason. 
Question.  Of  what  ? 

A7isiver.  Afraid  we  all  will  be  killed  right  in  our  own  houses. 
Question.  What,  by  the  Ku-Klux  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  the  colored  men  around  there  generally  afraid  ? 

Ansiver.  Some  of  them  are  and  some  of  them  ain'fc.  If  they  slip  in  there  and  vote, 
that  is  all  the  way  to  vote. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Do  you  mean  slip  in  here  to  Huntsville  and  vote  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  the  democrats  ever  threaten  the  negroes  if  they  vote  ? 
Answer.  I  never  heard  any  of  them ;  but  the  negroes  are  just  afraid.     Several  of 
them  have  been  whipped  about  there,  and  they  are  just  afraid. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  They  think  they  will  be  safer  if  they  do  not  vote  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  think  they  will  be  safer  not  to  vote ;  they  think  they  won^t 
be  killed  or  beat  up. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  did  not  know  any  of  these  men  ? 

Answe7\  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  live  in  the  neighborhood  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  they  lived  in  the  neighborhood. 

Question.  Did  they  talk  as  if  they  knew  all  about  you  ? 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  knew  me.  They  called  me  just  as  plain  as  any  of  these  men 
that  came  with  me. 

Question.  Then  they  must  have  been  from  the  neighborhood? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  called  my  name  as  good  as  Wash,  yonder,  could  call  it. 

Question.  You,  from  that  circumstance,  took  it  that  they  were  some  persons  who 
lived  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  and  knew  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  seem  to  know  about  the  localities  in  the  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  were  whipping  us,  and  the  white  man  when  he  got  me — he 
got  me  first  before  he  got  the  balance,  and  carried  me  down,  and  he  said,  "  We  give 
that  white  man  a  light  brushing,"  and  he  started. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  white  man;  the  one  that  you  had  played  the  banjo  for? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr  Eice  : 
Question.  Did  he  live  in  the  neighborhood  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  just  moved  in  lately,  and  rented  a  house  and  asked  us  to  go  Over. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Is  he  there  still  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  started  the  Sunday  morning  after  that  night. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  The  morning  after  the  whipping? 
Answer.  No ;  the  morning  after  we  picked  the  banjo. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  they  scare  him  off? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  gone. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Was  Campbell  one  of  the  men  that  whipped  you  ? 
Answer,  I  don't  know ;  I  can't  say  it  was  him ;  I  am  not  positive  to  say  it  was  Mm. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QuQstion.  Did  you  hear  of  anybody  else  in  the  neighboxliood  being  whipped ;  Mrs. 
Lindsay,  for  example,  or  Mrs.  Campbell  ? 
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Ansner.  1  heard  of  Mrs.  Campbell  being  whipped.  I  don^t  know  how  true  it  is.  I 
have  heard  the  people  talking  about  it.    I  never  saw  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  she  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  I  don^t  know ;  I  can't  tell  that. 

Question.  You  say  she  was  whipped  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  what  she  was  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  what  she  was  whipped  for. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  person  is  she  ?    What  sort  of  a  house  does  she  keep  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  know.  1  don't  go  to  the  house.  I  don't  hardly  ever  go  to  white 
people's  houses  out  that  way.  They  are  sort  of  poor  people,  and  don't  allow  black 
people  to  visit  them. 

Question.  What  do  they  say  about  her  ? 

Answer.  Well,  some  of  them  say  she  is  a  mean  woman.  I  don't  know  whether  she 
is  or  not. 

Question.  W^hat  sort  of  a  woman  ? 

Answer.  A  mean  woman ;  but  I  never  saw  her  out  of  the  way  myself.  I  cannot  say 
she  is.    I  just  heard  people  say  it.    I  never  saw  it  myself. 


HuNTSViLLEj  Alabama,  Octoher  14, 1671. 

WASHINGTON  STEONG  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  work  on  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Steele's  place,  do  you  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  disguised  bodies  of  men.  more  than  once  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Ansive7\  It  was  the  23d  night  in  August. 

Qiiesiion.  Go  on  and  tell  the  committee  what  you  saw  then. 

Answer.  I  was  in  my  house  asleep,  and  they  came  and  took  me  out  and  carried  me 
off,  and  they  were  disguised;  and  they  carried  me'out  in  the  woods  and  whipped  me, 
and  shot  at  all  three  and  hit  one. 

Question.  Did  they  give  you  a  fair  chance  to  run  ? 

Answe)\  No,  sir ;  after  they  got  done  whipping  me,  they  said,  "  Now  run,"  and  by  the 
time  I  got  started  they  shot. 

Question.  How  many  licks  did  they  hit  you  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  they  hit  me  right  smart. 

Question.  Were  you  standing  or  lying  down  ? 

Answer.  Lying  down  fiat  on  the  ground. 

Question.  Did  one  or  two  whip  you  ? 

Answer.  Two  whipped  me. 

Question.  With  what  ? 

Ansiver.  With  switches,  or  anything  they  could  get  their  hands  .on. 

Question.  How  many  minutes  did  they  whip  you  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  I  reckon  three  or  four,  just  as  hard  as  they  could  lay  the 
blows  on.  They  cut  the  blood  out  of  me  and  they  hurt ;  this  left  arm  was  so  I  couldn't 
pull  fodder,  and  they  bursted  one  finger,  and  here  is  one  scar  on  my  arm,  [exhibiting 
it. ]  My  arm  was  swelled  up  so  I  had  to  split  my  shirt-sleeves  it  hurt  so,  and  the  other  one 
was  hurt  too,  and  here  is  the  scars.  I  had  my  hand  here  [illustrating;]  they  struck 
across. 

Question.  Were  you  lying  on  your  back' or  on  your  side  ? 

Answer.  On  my  side,  like  this  ;  and  I  held  my  hand  here,  [illustrating ;]  and  they  cut 
my  hand. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  the  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Two  of  them  had  on  white-like  domestic,  and  one  had  on  black  and  red. 

Question.  Black,  with  red  binding  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  something  white  on  the  head,  and  something  away  up  on  the 
head. 

By  Mr.  Eice  : 
Question.  A  tall  hat. 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  And  a  device  for  the  face? 
Answer.  Something  with  mouth  and  eyes.  ^-^  j 
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By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Horns  on  the  hat  ? 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  didn^t  see ;  but  I  cannot  say,  I  was  so  bad  scared. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  who  they  were  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qttestion.  Or  where  they  came  from  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  threaten  you  that  they  would  come  back  again  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  say,  but  just  when  I  picked  the  banjo,  to  come  to  their 
house. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  I  knew  one,  but  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  knew  him  or  not. 

Question.  By  the  voice  or  size? 

Ansicer.  Just  by  his  size. 

Question.  Did  you  see  their  horses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  too  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  About  how  late  at  night  was  this  ? 

Answer.  It  was  a  little  after  midnight,  I  think. 

Question.  You  had  no  notice  at  all  that  they  were  coming  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  not  a  bit.  The  reason  I  know  it  was  a  little  after  midnight  it  was 
not  very  long  until  day. 

Question.  How  old  are  you  ? 

Answei\  Going  on  twenty-two  ;  if  I  live  until  the  3d  day  of  August,  I  will  be  twenty- 
two. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  voted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questio7i.  Do  the  colored  people,  up  there  in  that  part  of  the  county,  go  to  the  voting 
places  and  vote  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  do  and  some  don^t. 

Question.  Why  do  they  not  all  go  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  You  never  heard  them  say  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  afraid  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  they  is ;  I  was  never  old  enough,  they  said — the  reason  I  didn't  go- 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  You  say  you  were  not  old  enough  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not  at  the  time  he  said  of,  when  the  others  were  to  vote,  my  mother 
said. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  14,  1872. 

HOWELL  ECHOLS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  live  in  this  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  here? 

Answer.  I  have  lived  here  about  twenty- two  years.  I  came  here  at  Polk's  election, 
that  fall.    I  was  raised  in  six  miles  of  here. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  traveling  elder  of  the  Methodist  Church  ;  that  is,  presiding  elder. 

Question.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  history  of  the  Methodist  Church  here  in  this 
place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  go  on  and  state  to  the  committee  in  reference  to  the  formation  of 
the  colored  Methodist  church  here  in  this  town  as  briefly  as  you  can  ?  In  the  first 
place,  how  did  you  obtain  the  ground  upon  which  the  building  was  placed  ? 

Answer.  Soon  after  I  joined  the  church,  or  just  at  the  time,  Mr.  William  Moore,  who 
lives  on  the  outside  of  this  town  here,  a  lawyer,  promised  to  give  us  a  piece  of  ground 
if  we  would  build  a  house  on  it.  We  then  had  a  church  in  the  grave-yard  down  here. 
Mr.  Billy  Brandam  promised  to  build  the  church,  he  being  a  member  of  the  church. 
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Mr.  Moore  promised  to  give  the  ground  if  we  would  put  a  churcli  on  it,  and  Mr.  Bran- 
dam  promised  that  if  we  would  build  the  church,  he  would  build  it  for  us. 

Question.  Was  he  a  carpenter  ? 

Ansiver.  He  was  a  bricklayer,  and  he  would  give  in  so  much  for  the  work.  That 
was  a  mutual  agreement  witli  the  colored  people  and  those  two  gentlemen  ;  they  were 
all  members  of  the  same  church.  We  went  forward  then,  and  levied  collections  and 
sent  out  subscriptions  among  the  wliite  people  and  black,  and  with  those  subscriptions 
and  collections  Daid  for  the  house.  The  colored  people  did  it,  and  the  deed  is  down  in 
the  court-house.  The  deed  given  by  Mr.  Moore  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Tennessee  con- 
ference, and  provides  that  it  shall  be  for  the  worship  of  the  colored  people  so  long  as  it 
remained  in  that  church  and  for  that  purpose,  but  that  whenever  occupied  for  twelve 
months  for  any  other  purpose,  it  reverted  back  to  the  original  owner.  When  General 
Mitchell  came  in  here,  gentlemen  came  here  named  Merrill  and  Burnside,  and  they 
opened  a  da^^-school.  The  first  Yankees  went  ill  there  and  cooked  there  for  several 
weeks.     After  they  quit,  they  kept  the  school  there  until  Mitchell's  evacuation. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  General  Mitchell,  of  the  Federal  Army  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  after  he  evacuated.  The  next  that  came  in  was  Wilder,  and  he 
staid  there  awhile,  and  those  two  companies  occupied  the  house  about  twelve  mouths, 
and  then  it  reverted  back 'to  Mr.  Moore.  We  worshipped  there  all  the  time  the  school 
was  there.  Mr.  Merrill  preached  for  us.  Presiding  Elder  Stokes  opened  the  door  of  the 
church  ;  and  just  about  the  time  General  Mitchell  went  away  he,  the  preacher  in  charge, 
Washington  Duncan,  a  colored  preacher,  preached  under  the  white  preacher  ;  and  the 
elders  of  the  church  and  the  local  i)reachers,  and  the  stewards  and  the  class-leaders, 
met,  audit  was  passed  by  a  majority  that  I  should  take  charge.  The  white  preacher 
had  run  off  to  Nashville  in  the  time  of  the  excitement.  Mr.  Plummer,  the  presiding 
elder,  preached  for  us  occasionlly.  After  Mr.  Merrill  commenced  preaching,  Mr.  Plum- 
mer quit.  We  felt  it  our  duty  to  see  him,  and  we  went  and  asked  him  to  come  and 
preach  for  as  to-morrow  evening,  (that  was  Sunday,)  and  he  said,  '•  Get  the  Yankees,  as 
you  usually  have  done."  We  rexilied  that  we  didn't  do  it ;  that  we  couldn't  help  our- 
selves ;  that  they  came  there  and  preached,  and  we  heard  them.  We  thought  it  was 
necessary  to  see  the  presiding  elder.  Vf  c  said  no  more  to  our  preacher  here.  A/ter 
Hood's  raid,  I  went  to  Stevenson,  and  then  I  came  back*  and  took  my  same  position  and 
occupation  and  went  to  preaching  in  the  church,  and  Mr.  Stokes  came  back  and 
preached  several  months,  and  held  quarterly  meeting  and  preaching  5  and  when  he 
left,  he  gave  me  papers  that  I  have  now,  and  in  a  few  days  Mr.  Lakin  came  down  and 
inquired  for  the  colored  local  preacher  in  charge,  aud  I  wiis  introduced  to  him  right  at 
this  corner  up  here.  He  asked  if  I  was  the  preacher.  I  told  him  I  v/as.  He  asked  if 
Mr.  Stokes  had  the  organization.  I  told  him.  He  asked  if  I  had  a  list  of  all  the  names. 
I  told  him  I  had  of  all  the  names  in  the  country.  That  was  about  the  first  word  that 
passed  between  Mr.  Lakin  and  myself.  Then  he  inquired  after  this  man  William 
Moore,  that  gave  us  the  church. 

Question.  The  man  that  gave  you  the  ground? 

Answer.  The  ground.  He  said  he  learned  there  was  a  trouble  about  the  church.  I  told 
him,  "  Yes,  sir."  I  told  him  where  Mr.  Moore  lived ;  his  office  was  right  on  the  corner. 
Probably  it  is  there  now;  it  was  his  own  building.  They  got  together  and  they 
talked.  I  was  not  there,  and  I  do  not  know  what  the  conversation  was.  Mr.  Moore 
stated  to  me  yesterday  that  if  there  vras  any  other  witnesses  needed,  he  would  be  glad 
to  come  in  and  sustain  me  in  my  statement.  He  went  straight  to  Mr.  Moore.  A  few 
days  after  that,  I  got  two  or  more  of  my  brethren  stewards  to  go  to  Mr.  Moore,  and 
I  said,  "  Mr.  Moore,  I  come  to  see  you  to  ask  in  what  relation  do  we  stand  in  regard  to 
that  church. "  Pie  says, '' Well,  Hovrell,  you  know  I  gave  you  all  the  ground.  Mr. 
Billy  Brandam  built  the  house,  and  promised  to  give  so  much  in  the  house.  You 
colored  people  robbed  from  your  night's  sleep,  and  raised  so  much  money  to  build  the 
house,  and  it  is  yours ;  but  the  land  is  mine."  I  said,  '^  Will  you  please  sell  me  a  little 
piece  of  ground  around  the  church  to  make  it  larger?  You  gave  us  the  ground,  but  it 
is  scarcely  more  than  five  feet  around,  and  I  want  it  larger  to  tramp  around."  He 
says,  ''  I  will  do  so  if  I  can  conveniently,  without  getting  into  a  fuss  with  my  brethren. 
You  know  the  property  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Tennessee  conference,  and  it  will  not  do 
for  me  to  tell  you  I  could  give  it  to  you  until  I  saw  them  ;  but  if  it  makes  no  difference 
to  them,  I  will  give  it  to  you,  but  there  is  a  little  trouble  here  as  long  as  we  have  a 
part  of  the  congregation  in  that  house;  with  you  being  joined  in  the  Cincinnati  con- 
ference, he  will  turn  5  ou  out.  Have  you  got  all  the  names  ? "  I  says,  '^  Yes,  every 
Methodist  in  the  town  and  country."  He  says,  ''  Well,  the  house  follows  the  church," 
and,  said  he,  ''I  will  let  you  know  in  a  few  days  whether  I  can  sell  you  any  ground 
around  the  house  j'^  but  he  said  I  was  Avelcome  to  the  house.  The  deed  was  violated. 
I  says,  "  According  to  your  statement,  as  soon  as  it  was  used  for  twelve  months  for 
any  other  purpose,  it  will  not  be  in  the  hands  of  that  conference,  but  in  your  hands." 
He  says,  ''  Plowell,  I  wish  to  go  and  see  them.  I  belong  to  the  same  church,  and  I 
will  have  to  be  careful."  I  says,  '*  That  is  right ;  when  you  get  it  straight,  let  me 
know ;"  and  he  promised  me  he  would.    A  few  days  after  that  I  received  a  note 
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brought  to  my  house  by  some  colored  person— a  white  man  gave  it  to  him — demanding 
me  to  give  up  the  property  belonging  to  the  Southern  Church.  After  I  received  that 
note^  I  did  not  know  what  to  do.  I  wrote  down  to  General  Swayne,  that  I  thought 
was  in  office,  to  know  what  to  do.  I  received  word,  in  four  or  five  days,  to  remain  in 
tlie  house.  I  preached  on  about  two  weeks,  and  the  sheriff  brought  me  another  note. 
John  Coaltar  was  sheriff,  or  deputy  sheriff,  at  the  time.  I  got  it  read  ;  he  would  not 
read  it  to  me  ;  I  asked  him,  and  he  would  not.  And  it  read  like  this  :  that  I  was  re- 
quested to  come  before  the  courts  and  give"  an  account  for  violating  the  orders  of  the 
justice  of  the  peace,  in  not  giving  the  property  up  the  first  time.  Well,  I  came  up  to 
the  squire's  office.  I  sent  a  young  man  up  to  see  what  they  were  doing  in  the  house. 
They  wanted  me  to  come  in ;  I  wouldn't  go  in  ;  but  he  Avent  in,  and  they  kept  him  in 
there  licfore  Mr.  Gordon  and  Mr.  Wilson.  I  staid  around  here  with  some  other  old 
brother.  I  sent  another,  David  McCauley,  a  local  preacher,  and  they  kept  him.  I 
went  home,  or  started,  and  sent  them  word  that  I  felt  feeble.  I  had  been  having  chills, 
and  I  went  back  home.  Straightway  I  appointed  a  leaders'  meeting.  I  felt  it  my 
duty,  as  preacher  in  charge,  to  get  my  leaders  together,  to  know  what  to  do  ;  and  we 
agreed  to  give  the  house  up,  and  have  no  more  fuss  about  it,  for  fear  we  might  be  in 
danger. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  then  ? 

Answer.  Then  X  sent  for  Mr.  Burrows,  the  presiding  elder  of  the  Southern  Church,  and 
Professor  W^ilson,  that  kept  the  college  up  here,  and  Mr.  Cherry,  the  preacher  in  charge. 
They  all  met  me  in  this  leaders'  meeting,  and  I  walked  up  to  Mr.  Burrovv^s's  and  handed 
him  the  first  note  I  received,  not  the  one  I  got  by  the  sheriff,  and  he  told  me  he  didn't 
want  that  note  ;  that  he  didn't  require  it ;  that  the  last  one  Avas  the  one  he  was  after. 
He  wanted  me  to  answer  to  the  last  one.  I  told  him  I  ditl  not  regard  the  last  one  ;  that 
I  had  not  violated  the  first  one.  He  asked  me  if  I  hadn't  had  preaching  in  the  church 
since  I  was  ordered  out.  I  told  him  I  hadn't,  but  the  stewards  had,  which  I  was  not 
accountable  for,  for  I  was  sick ;  and  the  stewards  had  a  right,  and  they  met  in  the 
jireacher's  absence.  He  said,  ^' Didn't  I  order  it  ?"  I  told  him,  ^'No;  but  as  soon  as  I 
got  up,  I  brought  you  the  note."  He  said,  '^  You  have  got  to  go  before  the  lawyer, 
lawyer  Davis,  and  if  he  will  let  you  off,  all  right."  We  came  out  of  the  church,  and 
went  straight  up  to  this  corner  house,  and  Mr.  Davis  came  there,  and  Mr.  Gordon,  and 
Mr.  Davis  addressed  me  this:  "Echols,  I  have  wanted  to  see  you  before.  I  thought 
you  had  better  sense  than  to  attempt  to  keep  property  belonging  to  another  church, 
when  you  have  left  the  Church  and  joined  a  new  organization."  I  told  him  I  did  not 
know  I  had  joined  a  new  organization.  I  always  belonged  to  the  old  Methodist  Church, 
and  I  did  not  know  any  better  yet  until  this  fuss,  but  now  you  say  there  is  a  Church 
North  and  a  Church  South.  He  says,  "  Yes,  there  is."  I  says,  ''I  didn't  know  it,  and 
that  proves  that  I  didn't  organize  under  Mr.  Stokes,  because  I  had  a  respect  to  persons ; 
but  since  it  has  been  explained  to  me  that  I  have  joined  another  organization,  the  Cin- 
cinnati conference,  I  give  the  church  up  freely.  I  don't  want  to  occupy  anything  that 
don't  belong  to  me ;  but  we  built  the  church,  and  it  is  ours." 
Question.  Did  you  occupy  the  church  after  that  time? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ',  he  says,  "  Do  you  agree  to  give  it  up  ?"  I  said,  ''  Yes,"  to  Mr.  Bur- 
rows, and  Mr.  Burrows  said,  '^Are  you  going  to  turn  out  three  persons  in  the  street 
that  Mr.  Cherry  took  in  ?"  Says  I,  "He  took  in  three  persons,  and  we  have  three  hun- 
dred persons,  and  I  am  called  before  the  justice  of  the  peace  to  give  up  the  house,  and 
I  have  about  three  hundred  persons  in  my  congregation  that  worshij)  there,  and  he 
has  three."  "  But,"  he  says,  "  the  house  belongs  to  us  and  the  stewards,  and  we  belong- 
to  the  Tennessee  conference,  and  if  you  want  to  worship  there,  leave  that  organization 
and  come  over."  I  rei:)]ied  to  him,  " No,  sir;  I  do  not  believe  in  moving  so  often.  As 
you  say,  I  have  moved  once ;  I  will  not  move  any  more  ;  I  do  not  object  to  joining  you, 
but  I  will  not  move  again."  He  says,  "  Will  you  give  up  the  church ?"  I  said,  "  Yes; 
but  I  believe  it  is  my  house  ;  it  is  our  house  ;  for  we  built  it."  He  says,  "  I  can't  de- 
cide that ;  but  you  give  it  up  f  I  said,  "  Yes,  I  give  it  up,  for  I  cannot  help  it ;  but 
you  have  got  my  house."  He  says,  "  You  can  worship  there  until  we  want  the  church." 
Mr.  Burrows  says  this,  and  I  says,  "Thank  you."  "  And  probably,"  he  says,  "  by  that 
time  you  can  get  a  house."  Then  I  thanked  him  for  the  privilege  of  worshipping  there, 
and  we  all  went  home.  Then  I  worshipped  there  three  or  four  Aveeks,  and  he  met  me  once 
on  Saturday  evening,  and  says,  "  Echols,  I  want  to  preach  in  the  church  to-morrow  or  to- 
morrow night."  I  says,  "  You  can  preach  there."  He  thanked  me  politely,  and  went  on. 
Sunday  evening  he  preached,  and  after  preaching  he  said  he  would  hold  meeting  there 
every  Suuday,  either  by  a  white  man  or  a  colored  man,  and,  he  says,  "  I  invite  you  all  to 
come  to  the  church  ;  the  church-door  will  be  open  to  receive  members ;  you  have  left 
our  organization,  and  joined  the  Cincinnati  conference."  He  says,  "  You  were  wrong 
for  it,  and  should  come  back  to  your  own  Church ;  there  will  be  service  every  Sunday." 
Then  he  went  out.  I  says,  "  I  "will  preach  for  you  to-night."  He  says,  "  Well,  you  can 
preach  to-night,  and  then  I  will  take  possession."  •  I  went  to  him  at  the  door,  and  said, 
"  I  would  have  spoken  about  this  in  th^  house ;  but  I  hate  to  raise  a  confusion ;  but  I 
hate  to  hear  you  invite  them  to  come  and  hear  you,  and  that  in  my  own  house  to  talk 
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fchat  way ;  you  know  I  was  ordained  by  the  same  man  that  ordained  you."  He  says, 
"  You  may  come,  too."  I  says,  "  This  invitation,  out  of  doors,  I  don^t  care  about ;  you 
ought  to  have  invited  the  congregation  and  the  minister."  I  says,  "  I  shall  leave,  and 
take  my  congregation  with  me."  He  objected  to  that,  and  invited  us  to  come  there. 
I  says,  "No,  sir  ;  I  will  take  them  out,  and  preach  wherever  I  can." 

Question,  Did  you  get  a  new  place  of  worship  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  this  same  place  down  here  in  about  three  weeks. 

^wes^iow.  Do  you  still  continue  to  worship  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  new  place.  We  then  bought  this  house  from  a  gentleman 
here  in  town  and  rolled  it  on  the  ground. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  a  man  here  by  the  name  of  Hammer,  who  had  charge  of 
a  church  in  this  town  ? 

Answer.  I  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hammer,  but  I  never  knew  him  to  have 
charge  of  a  church.  He  preached  one  sermon  in  this  court-house  up  here  last  spring  or 
some  time  the  latter  part  of  the  winter. 

Question.  How  long  did  he  live  here  in  this  place  ? 

Answer.  He  never  had  been  here  since  I  have  lived  here,  in  twenty  years. 

Question.  He  never  has  had  charge  of  a  church  in  this  place  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  was  run  off  from  this  place  by  Mr.  Lakin  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    Hammer  came  here  last  winter  and  preached  in  this  court-house. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  had  a  colored  church  here  and  that  it  was  broken 
up  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  he  never  had  one.  I  know  every  minister  on  the  place.  Baptist  and 
Methodist,  and  every  one.  I  ate  at  JBrother  Hammer's  in  going  to  my  quarterly  meet- 
ing last  year.    He  lived  near  Vienna. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  In  what  county  is  that  ? 
Answer.  Jackson.    He  just  moved  here  last  year. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  You  never  heard  or  knew  of  his  church  being  broken  up  here  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  knew  that  he  w?is  driven  off  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir,  I  never  knew  him  to  preach  here,  except  in  that  court-house. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  If  it  had  occurred  would  you  have  known  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  been  here  twenty-odd  years.  I  have  been  in  charge  here 
until  last  year. 


HuNTSviLLE,  Alabama,  Octoler  14, 1871. 
RICHARD  W.  WALKER  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  Judge  Walker  was  summoned  at  the  request  of  the  minority  of 
the  committee,  General  Blair  may  examine  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside,  judge  ? 

Answer.  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

Question.  What  public  positions  have  you  held  in  this  State  ? 

Answer.  Before  the  war  ? 

Question.  Before  and  after. 

Answer.  I  was  at  one  time  solicitor  of  one  of  the  judicial  circuits ;  was  twice  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  ;  was  speaker  of  the  house  at  one  session  j  afterward  judge  of  the 
supreme  court.    During  the  war  I  held  positions  ;  is  it  proper  to  name  them  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Anstver.  During  the  war  I  was  a  member  of  the  provisional  congress,  and  the  last 
two  years  of  the  war  I  was  a  member  of  the  confederate  senate. 

Question.  Have  you  held  any  public  position  since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  have  held  no  office  since  the  war. 

Question.  Were  you  not  at  one  time  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  so  stated. 

Question.  Was  it  prior  to  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  before  the  war. 

Question.  You  are  practicing  the  law  now? 

Answer.  Practicing  the  law.  ^-^  j 
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Question.  What  is  the  circuit  you  practice  in  1 

Answer.  I  practice  in  this,  the  fifth  circuit,  and  in  the  adjoining  circuit,  the  fourth. 

Qttestion.  Comprising  how  many  counties  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  at  this  moment — ahout  ten  or  twelve  counties,  I  guess, 
combined. 

Question.  Do  you  attend  regularly  most  of  those  courts  1 

Answer.  I  attend  regularly  the  courts  of  this  county,  Madison,  of  Limestone,  Law- 
rence, Lauderdale,  and  Colbert ;  I  do  not  attend  the  other  counties. 

Question.  The  object  in  asking  you  these  questions  was  to  ascertain  your  means  of 
knowledge  of  the  present  and  past  condition  of  this  country  in  which  you  reside,  and 
where  you  practice  law.  I  will  ask  you  now  whether  the  laws  are  executed,  and 
whether  peace  and  good  order  are  maintained  in  this  portion  of  the  State. 

Answer.  As  a  general  rule,  in  the  counties  I  have  mentioned  and  of  which  I  am  most 
familiar,  the  laws  are  obeyed,  and  peace  and  good  order  prevail.  In  Limestone  County 
there  have  been  of  late  some  pretty  serious  disorders,  but,  with  the  exception  of  that 
county,  I  think  the  laws  are  in  the  main  well  observed  in  the  counties  with  which  I 
am  familiar. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  the  character  of  the  disturbances  in  Limestone  County, 
and  how  they  originated,  if  you  know. 

Answer.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  origin  of  the  disturbances.  I  only 
know  what  I  have  heard  from  others,  who  I  am  satisfied  are  well  informed  on  the  sub- 
ject, and,  according  to  the  information  derived  from  them,  I  am  convinced  that  there 
has  been  nothing  political  in  the  origin  of  these  disorders,  but  they  have  grown  out  of 
private  matters. 

Question.  Feuds  between  individuals  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  feuds  between  individuals.  I  have  been  so  informed  by  gentlemen 
who  are  prosecuting  the  persons  sux)posed  to  be  guilty  of  the  disorders. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  Captain  Coleman  ? 

Ansiver.  Captain  Coleman  only  mentioned  the  fact  in  my  presence.  I  refet  more 
particularly  now  to  Mr.  Luke  Pryor,  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Athens,  from  whom  I 
derived  most  of  my  information  in  reference  to  these  disorders. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  State  the  nature  of  the  disorders  you  refer  to. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  do  that  in  any  detail  at  all.  He  has  just  mentiatted 
to  me  that  outrages  have  been  committed  by  disguised  individuals  there,  but  if  he  told 
me  the  particular  facts,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  he  did,  they  have  passed  from  my 
memory. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  the  existence  of  any  political  organizations  at  this  time, 
or  heretofore,  since  the  war  ? 

Answer'.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  such  organizations,  and  never  had  any  knowl- 
edge of  any  such  organizations,  except  what  I  derived  from  public  rumor.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  at  one  time  in  this  State  there  was  an  organization  known  as  the  Union 
League,  which  I  believe  was  secret,  and  at  one  time  what  has  been  called  the  Ku-Klux 
organization — may  have  had  somewhat  of  a  political  character,  but  I  have  no  knowl- 
edge on  that  subject,  none  whatever.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  it  would  lead  me 
to  the  coDtrary  opinion ;  but  some  persons  entertain  the  opinion  that  there  was  an 
organization  of  that  name,  somewhat  political  in  its  character.  I  am  satisfied  that  if 
there  was  such  an  organization  at  all  political  in  its  character,  it  was  a  very  short- 
lived one. 

Question.  What  is  the  popular  belief  as  to  the  purpose  and  objects  of  that  order? 

Ansiver.  Well,  the  general,  almost  the  universal  conviction,  so  far  as  I  am  acquainted 
with  public  opinion  on  the  subject,  is,  that  its  original  object  was  mainly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  sort  of  police  organization,  for  the  prevention  and  punishment  of  men  sup- 
posed to  be  guilty  of  crimes,  who,  it  was  believed,  would  not  be  punished  in  the 
regular  course  of  the  law. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  the  condition  of  the  countiy  that  seemed  to  demand 
or  to  give  a  pretext  to  such  an  organization  ? 

Ansiver.  There  was  very  much  in  the  condition  of  the  country  which,  to  som«  persons, 
seemed  to  furnish  a  pretext  for  such  an  organization.  I  never  thought  myself  that 
there  was  any  justification  or  could  be  any  justification  for  it. 

Question.  What  was  that  condition  upon  which  those  that  justified  this  organization 
based  that  opinion  ? 

Answer.  Well,  shortly  after  the  war,  acts  of  lawlessness  were  very  frequent  in  all  por- 
tions of  the  State,  much  more  frequent  in  some  pi^rts  of  the  State  than  in  others. 
They  proceeded,  to  a  very  great  extent,  from  the  diejdaoralizatiou  which  always  results 
from  a  long  war.  Then  the  negroes  of  the  State  had  just  been  emancipated.  They  felt 
few  of  the  restraints  of  citizenship,  and  they  were  disposed,  very  much  disposed,  to  im- 
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agine  that  liberty  meant  license.  I  think  that  the  commission  of  offenses  against  the 
law  by  them  was  much  more  frequent  than  it  has  been  since  they  became  accustomed 
to  liberty. 

Question.  In  that  condition  of  things  "was  property  insecure  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir,  property  was  very  insecure,  exceedingly  so  ;  for  some  little  time 
after  the  war,  certain  descriptions  of  property  particularly  so,  such  as  stock  upon  farms, 
and  everything  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Did  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  people  make  them  feel  very  restive 
under  these  continual  depredations  upon  their  property  ? 

Answer'.  Yes,  sir,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  that  feeling. 

Question.  Was  there  any  alarm  felt  as  to  the  security  of  their  families,  and  especially 
the  woman  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  that  kind  of  apprehension,  more,  perhaps, 
than  was  justified  by  the  facts  ;  and  yet  there  was  a  great  deal  of  jusification.  .The 
negroes  were  in  the  habit  of  assembling,  and  they  were  very  fond  of  public  meetings. 
They  were  in  the  habit  of  assembling  at  public  gatherings  very  often  in  the  night,  and 
frequently  the  most  inflammatory  harangues  were  made  to  them.  Sometimes  it  was 
not  very  easy  to  control  them. 

Question.  Added  to  the  feeling  that  existed,  did  the  organization  of  the  negroes  by 
political  leaders  into  these  Leagues  very  much  increase  the  alarm  of  the  people  of  the 
country  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  it  did,  because  the  purposes  of  that  League  were  not  understood 
by  those  who  are  not  members  of  it,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  objects  were,  in  the  public 
mind,  attributed  to  the  League  which  were  never  entertained  by  those  who  had  control 
of  it. 

Qiiestion.  What  was  the  popular  belief  as  to  the  intent  and  purpose  of  this  organi- 
zation ? 

Answer.  Which  organization  ? 

Question.  The  League. 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  it  was  believed  to  be  a  political  organiza- 
tion for  the  purpose  of  consolidating  the  negro  vote  in  support  of  those  who  were  con- 
trolling the  organization.    That  was  the  main  purpose. 

Question.  In  respect  to  the  final  organization  of  the  State  government  under  the 
reconstruction  acts,  I  believe  it  has  been  in  testimony  before  us  that  the  constilru- 
tion  was  submitted  to  the  people  at  the  same  time  that  a  full  set  of  officers  were 
named  and  voted  for  by  one  party,  and  that  the  conservative  or  democratic  party 
abstained  entirely  from  voting,  and  thereby  defeated  the  constitution  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  the  act  of  Congress,  by  abstaining  from  voting,  it  not  having  received, 
a  majority  of  the  registered  vote.  When,  notwithstanding  these  facts,  that  constitu- 
tion was  declared  adopted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  those  officers 
inducted  into  their  places,  did  this  condition  of  things  add  greatly  to  the  irritation 
of  the  people  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  if  I  were  asked  my  opinion  as  to  what  fact  or  cause  contributed  beyond 
any  other  to  the  popular  dissatisfaction  in  this  State,  it  would  be  the  manner  in  which 
our  present  constitution  was  foisted  upon  the  people,  and  the  manner  in  which  our 
present  officers  were  installed  into  office,  with  the  character  of  the  instrument  itself— 
the<  constitution  itself. 

Question.  And  the  character  of  the  officials  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  and  the  character  of  the  officials. 

Question.  Now,  I  desire  you  to  state  briefly  to  the  committee  what  was  the  character 
of  the  administration  of  justice,  and  of  the  finances  of  the  State  and  the  different 
counties,  under  those  officials? 

.An8we)\  There  were  some  exceptions  to  the  contrary  of  what  I  shall  state  to  have 
been  the  general  fact,  but  in  the  main  the  judicial  officers,  who  went  into  office  after 
the  organization  of  our  present  State  government,  were  considered  by  the  bar  and  the 
people  of  the  State  incompetent  for  the  positions  in  which  they  were  placed,  and  very 
qften  they  were  men  of  very  equivocal  reputation  for  integrity.  That,  of  course,  served 
to  impair  anything  like  confidence  in  the  administration  of  the  laws.  Well,  the  same 
was  true  to  a  very  great  extent  of  the  members  of  the  legislative  department  of  the 
State  government.  I  will  state  here,  in  reference  to  the  eleqtions  which  took  place  for 
officers  under  the  constitution — you  have  already  implied  in  your  question  that  the 
democrats  or  conservatives  did  not  vote  in  that  election.  They  did  not,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  adoption  of  the  non-voting  policy  by  the  conservative  people  of  the 
State,^the  selection  of  all  the  officers  in  all  the  counties  of  the  State,  of  every  kind  and 
character,  was  left  mainly  to  the  most  extreme  element  of  what  was  caHed  the  radical 
party  of  this  State.  I  think  the  elections  in  the  counties  generally  were  exceedingly 
cUstasteful,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  to  what  is  known  as  the  native  element  of  the 
republican  party  in  this  State.  In  that  way  a  class  of  men  were  elected  to  office  who 
were  by  the,  great  mass  of  the  white  people  of  the  State  considered  wholly  unfit  fox 
their  positions.    There  were  some  exceptions  to  the  contrary. 
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Qu€sUo7i.  In  the  administration,  especially  of  the  financial  affairs  of  the  State  and  of 
the  counties,  were  the  apprehensions  of  the  white  people  of  the  State  justified  in  their 
helief  as  to  the  incompetency  of  these  officers  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  they  were.  I  cannot  now  state  particular  facts  heyond  those 
which  resulted  from  an  investigation  which  I  made  here  last  fall-^in  the  fall  of  1870— 
pending  the  canvass  for  the  last  governor's  election.  I  had  occasion  more  particularly 
to  examine  the  comparative  burden  of  taxation  in  this  county  in  the  years  just  before 
the  war  and  the  two  years  immediately  succeeding  the  establishment  of  our  present 
State  government ;  that  is,  the  years  1859  and  1860,  as  compared  with  1869  and  1870-^ 
the  State  and  county  taxation  on  the  people  of  the  county;  and  I  made  a  mem- 
orandum of  the  result  of  my  examinations  in  reference  to  those  years,  which  I  have 
here,  [producing  a  paper.]  Before  the  war,  in  the  years  1859  aud  1860^  there  were  in 
this  county  something  over  thirteen  thousand  slaves,  and  the  average  yalue  of  those 
slaves,  according  to  what  was.  the  price  of  slaves  at  about  that  time,  I  suppose, 
was  about  six  hundred  dollars  a  head,  or  a  little  over  that.  My  estimate,  I  think, 
was  a  modest  estimate,  for  I  remember  comparing  opinions  on  the  subject  with 
quite  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  this  town,  and  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
value  of  the  slaves  in  this  county  was,  in  round  numbers,  about  eight  milliop 
dollars  before  the  war,  in  the  years  1859  and  1860.  That  was  equal  to,  perhaps,  more 
than  the  total  taxable  property  in  this  county  at  this  time,  or  in  the  years  1869  and 
1870.  I  find,  by  reference  to  the  assessment  books  of  this  county  for  those  years, 
that  the  entire  taxable  property  in  thii^  county  in  1870  was  about  $7,995,000.  Of 
course  all  of  this  slave-property  which  I  have  mentioned  was  destroyed  by  the  war. 
In  1859  the  State  tax  on  real  estate  in  this  county  was  $7,596  15 ;  on  personal  estate  in 
this  county,  $17,037  56 ;  making  the  total  State  tax  on  property  in  this  county 
$24,633  71.  To  this  is  to  be  added  the  tax  collected  from  licenses,  the  precise  amount 
of  which  I  was  not  able  to  ascertain,  and  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  but  I  am  in- 
formed by  Mr.  Daniel  Johnson,  county  treasurer  for  this  county,  who  has  been  our 
treasurer  for  many  years,  that  he  is  satisfied  that  $2,000  would  considerably  exceed  the 
amount  collected  for  licenses  in  this  county  for  1859  and  1860,  State  tax.  I  have  put  it 
down  here  at  $2,000,  which,  he  says,  is  in  excess  of  the  amount  raised.  That  makes  the 
total  State  tax  on  the  people  of  this  county  in  the  year  1859,  ^6,633  71. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  In  that  taxation  were  slaves  taxed  as  property  or  were  they  taxed  per 
capita  ? 
Anstver.  There  were  specified  taxes  levied  on  slaves  according  to  the  age. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  the  tax  on  slaves  included  in  that  estimate  T 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  the  tax  on  slaves  is  included  in  this  estimate.  Under  our  system 
the  commissioner's  court  of  each  county  levy,  in  *the  course  of  a  year,  a  certain 
percentage  on  the  State  tax  for  county  purposes.  In  1859  the  county  levy  in 
this  county  was  50  per  cent,  on  the  State  tax,  making  the  total  county  tax 
for  that  year  of  1859,  $13,316  85,  aggregating,  in  the  State  and  county  tax, 
$39,950  56.  But  in  the  year  1860  the  State  tax  on  real  estate  was  $7,800,  and 
on  personal  property  was  ^17,692  42,  making  the  tax  on  property,  including 
slaves,  $25,492  42.  Add  to  this  the  taxes  on  licenses,  $2,000,  makes  a  total  of  State 
taxes  for  1860  of  $27,492  42.  In  the  year  1860  the  county  levy  was  40  per  cent,  on  the 
State  tax,  making  $10,996  68,'the  total  amount  of  State  and  county  taxes  of  1868  being 
$38,489  10.  In  1869  the  State  tax  on  real  estate  in  this  county  was  $51,445  30 ;  on  per- 
sonal property  it  was  $8,471  75 ;  the  tax  derived  from  licenses  $5,493  80 ;  making  a 
total  of  State  taxes,  $65,410  85.  The  county  levy  in  1869  was  100  per  cent,  on  the  State 
tax,  making  a  total  State  and  county  tax:  for  1869  for  this  county  of  $130,821  70.  In 
1870  the  State  tax  on  real  estate  was  $49,942  11 ;  on  personal  property  it  was  $9,737  55; 
the  tax  derived  from  licenses,  $7,065  87  ;  making  $66,745  53,  the  county  ]evy  on  which 
was  85  per  cent.,  which  was  $56,733  70 ;  making  a  total  of  $123,479  23,  to  which  is  to 
be  added  a  State  tax  upon  that  portion  of  the  Memphis  and  Charleston  Railroad  lying 
in  this  county,  $2,786,  making  in  the  aggregate  State  and  county  taxes  for  1870, 
$125,265  23.  The  general  result  being  that,  notwithstanding  the  destruction  of  property 
in  slaves  equal  to  the  present  taxable  property  of  the  county  of  all  sorts,  thp  aggregate 
taxes  paid  in  those  years,  1869  and  1870,  by  the  people  of  this  county,  were  nearly  foui 
times  what  the  taxes  we're  in  1859  and  1860,  before  the  war. 

Question.  Do  the  negroes  pay  any  part  of  those  taxes  ? 

Answe7\  It  would  not  be  literally  correct  to  say  that  they  paid  no  part  of  it^  but 
what  they  do  pay  is  so  insignificant  "that  it  amounts  to  but  very  little. 

Question.  Is  there  an  exemption  law  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes;  there  is  an  exemption  of  property  which  "lets  out,"  as  the  phrase 
is,  nearly  every  negro  in  the  county.  There  are  some  colored  men  here,  though,  who 
do  pay  taxes,  prosperous  men,  who  have  considerable  property ;  but  then  they  are 
very  few,  very  few.  ^  . 
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Question.  Then  the  same  class  of  persons  who  paid  taxes  in  1859  and  1860  pay  nearly 
the  entire  tax  now  ? 

Answe}\  O,  yes,  sir ;  most  of  these  colored  men  who  pay  taxes  now  were  free  men 
before  the  war.  I  can  recall  several  in  town  here  now  who  were  free  men  before  the 
war ;  who  were  men  of  some  property,  some  means ;  and  most  of  the  colored  men  of 
this  county  who  pay  taxes  now  paid  "taxes  before  the  war.  There  may  be  some  few 
who  were  emancipated  by  the  war  who  pay  taxes  now,  but  they  are  very  few  indeed. 

Question.  Is  there  in  the  levy  you  have  spoken  of,  for  State  and  county  purposes,  the 
school  tax  included  ? 

Ansivei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  is  the  school  fund  distributed  ,• 

Ansiver.  I  really,  sir,  would  not  venture  to  give  the  details  of  the  legislation  on  the 
subject  of  schools.  I  have  informed  myself  on  the  subject,  but  I  have  not  looked  at  it 
for  some  time,  and  I  would  not  like  to  testify  on  a  point  on  which  my  recollection  is  so 
indistinct. 

Question.  Generally  does  it  include  the  education  of  all  children  ? 

Ansiver.  O,  yes. 

Question.  And  the  application  of  the  funds  to  the  education  of  the  negroes  as  well 
as  white  children  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  that  much  about  the  system. 

Question.  Is  there  any  general  cause  for  this  increase  of  taxation  that  you  know  of? 

Answer.  Well,  I  suppose  the  rate  of  taxes  would  necessarily  be  increased.  The  rate 
Qf  taxation  on  the  remaining  property  would  necessarily  be  increased  to  some  extent ; 
Ibut  I  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  justification  for  the  amount  of  increase  over 
those  former  years. 

Question.  The  rate  of  taxation  ou  the  remaining  property  would  necessarily  and 
properly  be  raised  to  account  for  the  slave  property  that  no  longer  exists  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  that  would  not  increase  the  amount  of  the  entire  tax  ? 

Answer.  O,  no;  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  any  such  difference  as  exists  if  the 
expenses  of  the  State  government  were  brought  back  to  the  point  at  which  they  were 
hefore  the  war — the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  State  government. 

Question.  And  the  expenses  of  the  county  government  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  improvements  made  in  the  county  roads,  or  anything 
of  that  kind,  which  have  called  for  so  much  taxation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  have  been  considerable  improvements  made  in  this  county 
within  the  last  two  or  three  years,  in  the  way  of  building  bridges,  involving  consider- 
able expense. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  exhibit  of  the  expenditures  of  this  county  during  the 
last  two  years  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  am  really  not  able  to  answer  that  queslion.  If  there  has  been, 
I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  it,  though  I  will  not  at  all  undertake  to  say  there  ha^ 
not  been. 

Question.  Why  is  it  that  you  consider  this  assessment  and  collection  of  taxes  in  your 
county  excessive  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  conceive  that,  so  far  as  the  State  tax  is  concerned,  the  legitimate 
expenses  of  conducting  the  State  government  can  have  increased  so  much  as  to  justify 
the  collection  out  of  the  people  of  this  county,  whei/  thg  property  of  the  county  has 
been  reduced  in  value  more  than  one-half,  of  an  amount  which  is  nearly  four  times  the 
sum  collected  from  them  in  the  shape  of  taxes  before  the  war. 

Question.  Is  the  same  thing  true  in  respect  to  the  county  tax? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  is  measurably  true  in  respect  to  the  county,  but  not  to  the  same 
extent.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  condition  of  the  county  in  reference  to  bridges  was 
such  as  to  justify  some  increase  of  expenditure  over  what  it  was  before  the  war,  though 
the  difference,  you  see,  is  very  great.  I  do  not  think  that  the  necessities  of  the  county 
could  possibly  have  justified  such  a  difference. 

Question.  To  what  do  you  attribute  this  excessive  taxation  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  is  a  question  not  very  easy  to  answer.  In  various  ways  the 
expenses  of  conducting  the  State  government  have  been  materially  increased,  and  ap- 
propriations of  public  moneys  have  been  made  for  many  new  objects,  and  I  suppose 
that  in  that  way  the  demands  upon  the  treasury  have  been  greatly  multiplied. 

Question.  Does  this  burden  of  taxation  give  rise  to  discontent  ? 

Answer.  It  has  given  rise  to  great,  very  great,  discontent. 

Question.  And  the  fact  that  it  is  and  has  been  levied  by  men  who  were  not  chosen 
by  the  people  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  that  has  intensified  the  dissatisfaction  very  much,  particularly  the  fact 
that  the  very  great  majority  of  the  men  who  imposed  these  taxes  were  not  tax-payers 
then&selves — believed,  and  I  can  safely  say  known,  not  to  be  tax-payers  themselves — 
4aiid  that  very  many  of  them  were  strangers  here,  without  any  settled  home  among 
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us — I  forget  the  number  who  were  negroes,  generally  without  property.   It  very  much 
increases  the  dissatisfaction  that  these  burdens  were  imposed  by  this  class  of  men. 

Question,  Do  you  attribute  much  of  the  dissatisfaction  and  discontent  and  the  dis- 
turbances which  have  taken  place  in  your  section  of  the  State  to  the  fact  that  these 
excessive  taxes  are  levied,  and  levied  by  ofiScers  such  as  you  have  described  them  to 
be,  and  elected  as  you  have  described  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  believe  that  the  burden  of  taxation  has  been  the  proxi- 
mate cause  of  any  disturbance  against  the  public  peace  or  any  outrages  upon  individ- 
uals, but  it  has  greatly  exasperated  the  people. 

Question.  Inspired  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  officers  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  not  much  confidence  to  begin  with,  and  it  has  served  to 
confirm  the  want  of  confidence. 

Question.  Is  it  believed  that  these  officials  have  made  away  with  the  revenues  of  the 
State  to  their  own  benefit  ? 

Atisiver.  Well,  such  charges  have  been  made ;  but,  as  to  saying  that  I  have  any  such 
knowledge  on  the  subject  as  would  justify  me  in  making  that  imputation,  I  cannot 
say  that. 

Question.  Is  it  believed  by  the  people  of  the  State  generally  that  such  is  the  case  ? 

An8we)\  Yes ;  it  is  universally  believed  by  the  people  of  the  State  that  laws  have 
been  passed  by  the  legislature  imposing  further  burdens  on  the  people  by  corrupt  ap- 
pliances.   That  much  I  can  say  with  confidence. 

Question.  And  for  individual  gain  ? 

Answer.  And  for  individual  gain.  As  to  the  whole  class  of  laws  known  as  the  rail- 
road laws,  the  laws  granting  aid  to  railroads,  in  th(t  session  before  last  of  our  legis- 
lature, I  believe  there  is  a  conviction  amoug  the  people,  that  may  be  almost  said  to  be 
universal,  that  those  laws  were  obtained  by  corrupt  appliances. 

Question.  In  reference  to  the  election  laws  of  your  State,  are  they  considered  efficient 
for  the  protection  and  purity  of  the  ballot  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  has  been  very  grave  objection  made  xo  our  election  laws,  upon 
the  ground  that  they  facilitated  illegal  voting.  There  is  a  system  of  registration  in 
this  State,  and  all  voters  under  our  election  laws  may  vote  at  any  precinct  in  the 
county  without  regard  to  residence,  and  the  election  law  in  terms  prohibits  anything 
like  a  challenge  of  voters.  The  universal  impression  of  our  x^eople — and  I  think  that 
has  been  the  general  opinion  of  the  bar,  though  I  have  heard  the  question  somewhat 
controverted  of  late — has  been  that  a  man  has  no  right,  under  any  circumstances,  to 
challenge  a  voter. 

Question.  To  challenge  a  man  who  offers  to  vote  ? 

Atisiver.  Yes,  to  challenge  a  man  who  offers  to  vote.  The  popular  construction  of 
the  law  is,  that  one  who  challenges  a  person  offering  to  vote  is  guilty  of  an  offense 
against  the  laws  of  the  State. 

Question.  Are  challengers  allowed  to  go  within  thirty  feet  of  the  polling-places  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  forget  the  exact  distance,  but  I  know  some  distance  is  prescribed, 
and  I  have  never  seen  or  heard  of  a  challenge  in  this  State  since  that  law.  I  never 
have  heard  of  a  man^s  vote  being  challenged. 

Question.  Does  not  the  law  prescribe  that  no  person  save  the  one  offering  his  vote 
shall  approach  within  more  than  thirty  feet  of  the  poll  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  How  is  it  possible  for  a  man  standing  thirty  feet  off  to  challenge  ? 

Answer.  It  would  be  perhaps  not  impossible,  but  it  would  be  quite  a  difficult  under- 


Question.  This,  taken  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  the  statute  prohibiting  a 
challenge,  has  made  the  custom  universal  in  this  State  not  to  challenge? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  is  universal ;  and  the  universal  impression  is  that  a  man  would  be 
guilty  of  an  offense  against  the  law  if  he  attempted  to  challenge  a  voter  who  he  knew 
was  not  a  legal  voter. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  that  your  interpretation  of  the  law  ? 

Answeft\  Have  you  got  the  law  before  you  ? 

•Question.  No;  but  there  was  a  diversity  of  opinion  in  regard  to  it.  I  ask  for  your 
own. 

Ansicer.  I  never  knew  that  that  question  had  been  raised  until  within  the  last  day 
or  so.  I  never  considered  the  question  myself.  I  took  it  for  granted  that  the  plain 
letter  of  the  law  made  it  a  penal  offense  for  one  to  challenge  a  person  offering  to 
vote. 

Question.  Whom  he  knew  to  be  disqualified  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  though  I  da  not  give  that  as  my  professional  opinion  now,  because 
I  really  have  not  a  formal  one  on  that  point.  I  never  heard  the  contrary  suggestion 
made  until  within  the  last  few  days. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Queatioii.  Does  not  the  law  in  terms  apply  to  to  a  qualified  voter,  saying  that  he  shall 
not  be  challenged  ? 
Answer.  1  really  do  not  remember  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  It  does  not  use  the  language  ''  qualified  voter/'  I  believe  ? 

Answ&r.  1  intended  to  look  at  that.  I  understood  that  Judge  Pettus,  of  this  State, 
had  expressed  the  idea  that  it  did  not  apply  to  a  qualified  voter.  It  was  a  new  idea  to 
me.  I  know  that  the  universal  opinion  of  the  people,  and  generally  of  the  bar,  was 
that  it  was  illegal  to  challenge  a  man  who  offered  to  vote,  no  matter  who  he  was. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  judge  of  election  refusing  to  allow  a  challenge  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never.    1  never  heard  of  a  challenge  being  made. 

Question.  And  the  belief  is  universal  and  acted  upon  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  I  am  thoroughly  persuaded  of  that.  In  the  last  election,  during 
the  part  of  the  day  that  I  was  in  the  court-house  yard,  when  th«  voting  was  going  on, 
and  the  voters  would  come  in  long  files,  I  heard  individuals  point  out  persons  offering 
to  vote,  and  calling  public  attention  to  the  fact,  "  There  goes  a  boy  of  fifteen  or  sixteen 
years  of  age,"  and  to  all  appearance  they  seemed  to  be  boys.  I  did  not  know  anything 
about  their  age  except  as  shown  by  their  appearance,  yet  nobody  pretended  to  chal- 
lenge them,  because  of  the  impression  that  the  law  forbade  it. 

Question.  This  provision  of  the  law,  taken  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  a  man  can 
vote  in  any  precinct  in  the  county,  is  not  calculated,  you  think,  to  guard  the.  purity  of 
the  ballot  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  think  so  far  from  its  being  calculated  to  protect  the  purity  of  the 
ballot-box,  it. facilitates  fraud  to  a  decree  unknown  in  this  State  heretofore. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Still  that  has  always  been  the  law  in  this  State,  or  at  least  for  a  great  many 
years,  that  a  citizen  could  vote  at  any  precinct  in  the  county  ? 
AnswefT.  Yes,  sir ;  it  always  was,  so  far  as  I  know. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Has  the  general  tranquillity  of  the  State  improved  since  the  election,  by  the 
people,  of  a  governor  of  their  own  choice  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  there  has  been  a  steady  improvement  going  on  ever  since 
the  close  of  the  war ;  or  if  not  ever  since  the  close  "of  the  war,  for  the  last  three  years 
a  steady  improvement  has  been  going  on  in  public  order. 

Question.  Is  it  understood  and  believed  that  the  so-called  Ku-Klux,  of  whom  you 
have  spoken,  have  disbanded  and  now  no  longer  exist  as  an  organization? 

Answer.  O,  I  think  so  ;  long  since,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  hear  of  any  outbreaks  recently,  or  disturbances,  violations  of  law  ? 

Answer.  The  most  recent  ones  I  have  heard  of  have  been  those  I  have  spoken  of  over 
in  Limestone  County,  and  they  have  been  in  the  last  two  or  three  mouths. 

Question.  Not  originating  in  political  causes  ? 

Answer:  Not  at  all,  according  to  the  information  which  I  have,  which  I  am  satisfied 
is  correct. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  When  you  say  there  were  no  disturbances  in  the  counties  you  have  named, 
and  in  which  you  practice,  do  you  mean  that  there  have  been  no  serious  ones  except 
in  Limestone  County,  or  that  there  are  none  of  recent  date  ? 

Answer.  I  spoke  of  disturbances  by  disguised  individuals. 

Question.  I  refer  to  them. 

Ansiver.  None  that  I  heard  of  that  were  of  recent  date. 

Question.  You  do  not  intend  to  extend  it  back  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  There  was  a  period  when  there  were  disturbances  in  these  other 
counties.    I  expect  that  was  true,  though  at  this  time  I  cannot  recollect  any. 

Question.  Have  there  at  no  time  been  any  disturbances  in  this  county  by  disguised 
men? 

Answer.  O,  yes ;  there  have  been  in  this  county. 

Question.  At  what  period  were  they  worst  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  memory  of  dates  is  so  bad  that,  answering  ofi-hand,  I  should 
say  three  or  four  years  ago. 

Question.  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  before  that;  1867  and  along  there;  though  there  have  been  some 
outrages  committed  by  disguised  men  of  much  more  recent  date  than  that.  I  can  re- 
member one  now  of  which  I  have  some  knowledge,  having  previously  been  counsel  for 
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the  man  who  was  killed;  which  occurred;  I  suppose,  within  the  last  eighteen  months. 
The  man  was  named  Thompson,  and  it  occurred  in  this  county. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  by  disguised  men  ? 

Ansive7\  Killed  by  disguised  men.  He  had  killed  a  man  by  the  name  of  Douglass  in 
this  county,  and  had  been  indicted  for  murder  and  bailed.  He  had  either  been  indicted 
or  been  tried  before  a  committing  magistrate  and  held  to  bail ;  I  have  forgotten  whether 
he  had  been  indicted  or  not.  While  he  was  on  bail  a  number  of  disguised  men  camo 
to  his  house  at  night  and  killed  him  ;  but  his  political  opinions  and  connections,  and 
those  of  his  family  and  friends,  all  showed  that  there  was  nothing  political  in  that 
affair  at  all.  He  was  a  democrat  and  all  his  friends  were  democrats.  It  was  a  well- 
known  democratic  family,  and  so  was  the  man  who  was  killed  a  democrat,  and  all  the 
family  of  that  man. 

QuGstion.  Since  the  close  of  the  war,  or  just  after  the  close  of  the  war,  you  spoke  of 
a  good  many  depredations  by  the  colored  people.  Were  there  any  grave  or  many  grave 
offenses  committed  by  them? 

■Answer.  Well,  I  think  there  were.  I  cannot  say  there  were  very  many,  but  there 
were  grave  offenses.     I  cannot  recall  particular  cases  at  this  time. 

Question.  During  the  years  1865  and  1866,  up  to  the  time  the  reconstruction  acts 
passed,  was  there  any  trouble  in  arresting  and  bringing  to  punishment  negroes  who 
committed  offenses  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that!  have  any  j)ersonal  knowledge  of  any  such  trouble. 

QuesUon.  What  is  your  impression  as  to  the  ability,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
to  execute  the  laws  as  against  them  very  easilj^  during  the  years  I  have  named  ? 

Ansiver.  Which  years  did  you  mention  ? 

Question.  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-five  and  186(),  and  the  early  part  of  1867,  be- 
fore the  reconstruction  measures  were  passed.  I  confine  my  question  to  the  time,  be- 
tween the  close  of  the  war  and  the  time  when  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed. 

Ansiver.  Well,  there  was  a  time  here  when  the  military  interfered  very  extensively 
with  attempts  to  execute  the  laws,  and  their  interference  was  very  frequent  in  the  case 
of  attempts  to  administer  the  laws  against  negroes. 

Question.  Was  that  prior  to  the  reconstruction  acts  ? 

A7i8we7\  It  was  prior  to  the  establishment  of  our  present  State  government. 

Question.  That  was  several  months  after  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed,  but 
during  the  time  that  General  Parsons  was  governor,  and  Governor  Patton  was  in  office, 
there  was  no  military  interference  wdth  the  execution  of  the  laws,  was  there? 

Answer.  I  am  not  sure ;  I  cannot  recollect  about  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  their  committing  any  other  offenses  aside  froni  petit  lar- 
ceny or  something  of  that  kind?  Do  you  recollect  any  cases  occurring  in  this  section 
of  country  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  specific  cases,  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  much  greater 
offenses  than  those  were  committed. 

Question.  As  a  class,  were  they  not,  during  that  period,  peaceable  and  well-disposed? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  they  were  more  peaceable  than  it  was  generally  believed  they 
would  be.  I  know  that  the  white  j)eople  of  this  State  were  rather  agreeably  disap- 
pointed by  the  conduct  of  the  negroes,  though  crimes  were  quite  frequent  anjong  them, 
much  more  so  than  among  the  white  jjcople. 

Question.  But  were  their  crimes  not  of  a  very  petty  character  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  they  were  crimes  of  all  grades  ;  they  were  niostly  cases  of  larceny,  but 
there  were  crimes  of  much  higher  degree.  I  think  rapes  were  sometimes  committed, 
which  gave  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  excitement  and  feeling. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  any  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  cannot  recall  any  specific  case  within  the  time  you  refer  to. 

Question.  Was  there  during  that  period  such  a  condition  of  affairs  as  to  make  any 
apparent  necessity,  on  account  of  the  action  of  the  negroes,  for  the  organization  of  the 
Ku-Klux  order  ? 

Answer.  If  you  ask  my  opinion,  I  do  not  think  there  can  ever  be  a  necessity,  appar- 
ent or  real,  for  any  such  organization  as  that ;  but  that  there  was  felt  among  persons 
who  did  not  have  a  very  great  horror  of  secret  organizations  for  police  purposes  that 
there  was  such  a  necessity  for  them  I  do  not  doubt  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  That  was  felt  by  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  felt  by  them,  I  have  no  doubt. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Were  the  class  of  persons  that  you  supposed  were  in  the  Ku-Klux  order  a 
class  of  men  who  had  such  regard  for  good  order  in  society  as  to  cause  them,  on  that 
account,  to  organize  themselves  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  at  the  outset  of  that  organization,  though  it  was  very  short-lived,^ 
as  I  said  before,  as  a  regular  organization,  aud  my  knowledge  of  the  whole  subject  of 
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this  Ku-Klux  organization  is  exceedingly  limited,  as  I  never  saw  a  man  in  my  life 
whom  I  knew  to  be  a  member  of  the  organization — I  think  it  was  short-lived ;  but  so 
long  as  it  had  any  regular  organization  at  all  I  think,  from  what  I  have  heard,  that 
some  very  excellent  men  were  in  it,  some  good  people ;  some  men  whose  sole  purpose 
was  to  preserve  order  and  inflict  punishment  in  cases  where  they  believed  the  punish- 
ment would  not  be  inflicted  by  the  law. 

Question.  Had  the  condition  of  aftairs  grown  worse  or  better  from  the  close  of  the 
war  down  to  the  early  part  'of  1867  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  belief  is  that  the  material  improvement  in  the  matter  of  pub- 
lic order  began  about  1867. 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  was  the  original  leading  cause  for  the  organization 
of  that  Ku-Klux  order  ? 

Answer.  I  can  only  state  the  impression  made  on  my  mind  by  what  I  heard  at  the 
time. 

Question.  State  it. 

Answer.  I  believe  the  main  object  was  for  the  repression  of  disorders,  and  there  might 
have  been  a  political  element  in  it  to  some  extent,  but  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Question.  About  what  time  was  it  your  understanding  that  it  was  organized  in  this 
part  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  give  you  the  date  to  save  m/life. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether  it  was  1867  or  1868  ?  . 

Answer-.  No,  I  do  not ;  I  cannot  connect  it  with  any  facts  which  would  refresh  my 
recollection. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  has  it  had  any  eifect  upon  negro  voters  in  regard  to  caus- 
ing them  to  stay  away  from  elections  ?  . 

Answeft\  Well,  sir,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  it  has  not.  But  I  do  not  pretend  to 
say  it  has  not.    I  think  in  this  section  of  the  State  it  has  had  no  perceptible  effect. 

Question.  You  think  no  negro  has  been  afraid  of  the  Ku-Klux  and  thereby  been 
restrained  from  attending  the  election  ? 

Answer.  I  will  not  say  no  negro,  because  that  is  stating  it  too  strongly ;  but  as  a 
rule  in  our  elections,  since  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  this  portion  of  the  State, 
the  negro  vote  has  been  much  more  full  than  the  white  vote  j  the  negroes  have  voted 
more  fully  than  the  whites. 

Question.  Have  they  not  very  generally  come  to  this  town  to  do  their  voting  ? 

Answ€fi\  They  have  very  generally.  I  think  they  have  come  to  this  town  to  do  their 
voting  not  because  they  would  not  be  allowed  to  vote  at  the  various  precincts,  but  be- 
cause inducements  were  held  out  to  them  to  come  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  inducements  ? 

Anstvei\  I  do  not  know  what  inducements  were  held  out,  but  the  supposed  object  of 
bringing,  or  getting  them  to  come  to  town,  was  to  consolidate  their  vote ;  to  get  them 
to  vote  en  masse,  all  together,  all  one  way. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Is  not  that  their  disposition  generally  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  is. 

Question.  You  said  in  your  direct  examination  that  one  of  the  main  causes,  you 
thought,  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  people,  was  the  manner  in, which  the  consti- 
tution was  foisted  upon  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  mean  that  that  was  one  of  the  causes  which  called  into  existence 
the  Ku-Klux  order  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all.  I  think  that  cause  had  nothing  in  the  world  to  do  with  the 
formation  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization.  I  said  that  was  one  of  the  causes  of  the  pop- 
ular dissatisfaction. 

Question.  There  was  a  complaint  about  the  officers  that  were  elected  at  the  same 
time,  yoij  say  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  very  great  complaint. 

Question.  How  was  it  possible  to  have  elected  other  officers  than  they  did  if  the  dem- 
ocratic party  wholly  withdrew  from  the  contest  ? 

Answei\  Well,  our  people,  relying  upon  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Congress  submitting 
this  constitution  to  the  popular  vote,  believed  that  they  could  most  certainly  defeat 
it  by  abstaining  from  the  polls.  It  was  provided  by  the  act  of  Congress  that  the  con- 
stitution should  not  be  considered  as  ratified  unless  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters 
voted  on  the  question  of  ratification  or  rejection.  Well,  the  matter  was  very  much 
considered  and  discussed  among  the  opponents  of  the  constitution  as  to  what  was  the 
hest  means  of  defeating  it.  It  was  known  that  there  were  a  great  many  of  our  people 
who  were  opposed  to  the  constitution,  who  were  exceedingly  reluctant  to  vote  at  all ; 
a  great  many  would  not  be  induced  to  vote  at  all  on  the  question,  although  those  very 
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men  were  the  men  most  violently  opposed  to  the  constitution  ;  and  after  a  great  deal 
of  consideration  it  was  determined  that  the  best  means  of  defeating  the  constitution 
was  to  abstain  from  the  polls.  We  thought  we  could  get  a  larger  number  of  opponents 
of  the  constitution  to  stay  away  from  the  polls  than  we  could  get  to  go  to  the  polls. 

Que8tio7i.  Believing  that,  you  took  the  chances  of  these  officers  being  elected  ? 

Ansioer.  No,  sir.  We  knew  that  if  we  defeated  the  constitution,  if  that  defeat  was 
recognized,  there  could  be  no  election  of  officers. 

Question.  But  if  the  constitution  was  adopted,  you  took  the  chances  of  that,  and 
then  the  officers  would  have  come  in,  as  a  matter  of  course  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  then  the  officers  would  have  come  in. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  it  not  competent  to  have  voted  for  officers  under  the  constitution,  and 
at  the  same  time  have  abstained  from  voting  on  the  question  of  the  adoption  or  rejec- 
tion of  the  constitution  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  certainly  would  have  been  competent  for  our  people  to  have 
voted  for  or  against  the  officers  in  that  election.  That  matter  was  very  much  consid- 
ered also*  but  those  who  favored  the  non- voting  policy,  of  whom  I  was  not  one,  for  I 
Was  in  favor  of  voting  and  taking  the  chances,  thought  the  best  plan  was  to  advise  our 
people  not  to  vote  at  all ;  that  we  could  not  get  the  people  to  understand  the  differ- 
ence ;  that  if  they  went  to  the  polls  at  all  they  would  vote  on  both  questions,  and  we 
would  lose  the  benefit  of  the  policy  we  had  adopted. 

By  Mr.  Eice  : 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  had  you  all  taken  part  in  the  first  movement  at  the  outset, 
under  the  reconstruction  laws,  could  you  not  have  got  possession  of  the  convention 
and  made  a  constitution  that  would  have  suited  you,  and  adopted  it  and  elected  your 
own  officers ;  were  you  not  strong  enough  at  that  time  to  have  done  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  imagine  not ;  that  was  not  the  opinion. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Large  numbers  were  disfranchised  ? 
Answer.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  But  there  would  not  have  been  two  sides  to  the  case  if  you  had  all  joined 
in  reconstructing,  would  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  two  sides  to  begin  with.  You  see  the  negroes,  by  this 
act  of  Congress,  were  authorized  to  vote,  and  they  voted ,  under  influences  which  then 
controlled  them,  in  one  solid  body.  A  very  large  number  of  the  white  men  of  the 
State  were  disfranchised  and  could  not  vote  at  all.  Those  elections  were  held  under 
military  orders. 

Question.  But  they  voted  solid  because  there  was  but  one  side  to  vote  on  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  negro  population  of  the  State,  sir,  was  at  that  time  under  the 
control  of  influences  which  would  have  made  any  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  white  men 
of  the  State  vain  in  the  way  of  controlling  them. 

Question.  You  speak  of  county  taxes  here  as  being  about  $39,900,  in  1859  and  1860,  and 
being  some  $130,000  in  1869  and  1870  in  this  county.  Is  there  any  pretense  tJiat,  so 
far  as  this  county  is  concerned,  the  money  has  not  been  properly  appropriated  ? 

Answer.  Do  you  mean  the  county  levy  ? 

Question.  Yes, sir;  for  county'ijurposes. 

Answer.  For  the  years  I  have  spoken  of,  1869  and  1870,  I  know  of  none  whatever. 
On  the  contrary,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  I  think  the  affairs  of  the  county  have 
been  pretty  well  managed. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  account  for  the  difference  in  the  amount  of  taxation, 
whether  the  population  of  the  State  that  is  governed  by  law,  and  over  v/hom  the  laws 
have  to  be  administered,  has  not  nearly  doubled  by  the  addition  of  the  negro  popula- 
tion as  citi^ns  between  1860  and  1870  ? 

Answer.  The  entire  population  was  governed  by  law  before  the  war. 

Question.  But  the  slave  population  was  mainly  governed  by  their  masters  at  no 
expense  to  the  State,  and  now  they  are  governed,  and  just  as  expensively  governed  as 
the  white  population,  by  the  State,  and  the  expenses  of  courts  are  correspondingly 
increased.    It  was  not  common  to  have  a  trial  of  slaves  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  not  for  petty  misdemeanors. 

Question.  Is  not  the  cost  of  the  judiciary  correspondingly  increased  by  the  addition 
of  the  negro  population  as  citizens  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  would  have  to  take  some  little  time  to  reflect  about  that. 

Mr.  Blair.  These  courts  are  not  i>aid  by  the  county  but  by  the  State. 

Mr.  Rice.  Some  by  the  county  and  some  by  the  State.  It  goes  in  to  make  this 
aggregate  of  which  the  witness  speaks,  of  county  and  State  tax.  _^ 
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The  Witness.  Well,  sir,  the  most  material  increase  would  be  in  the  matter  of  wit- 
nesses^ expenses  who  attend  these  trials ;  that  is,  the  trials  of  prisoners  Who  formerly 
were  slaves,  but  now  are  free,  for  offenses  which  were  generally,  if  committed  by  them, 
not  punished  by  the  courts  before  the  war.  That  would  not  begin  to  account  for  the 
difference. 

Question,  But  that  would  account  for  some  of  it  ? 

Answer,  But  it  would  be  a  very  small  portion  of  it,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Blair  ; 

Question.  Are  not  all  these  witness  fees  paid  by  the  State  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  come  out  of  fines  and  forfeitures  from  the  county  treasury.  I 
do  not  see  that  they  would  affect  the  taxation  materially  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  that  the  increase  of  population  in  the  State  increases 
tlie  expenses  of  running  the  State  ? 

Answ€i\  The  increase  oi  population  does ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  it ;  and  the  emanci- 
pation of  the  slaves,  I  have  no  doubt,  did  to  some  extent,  but  not  to  any  very  great  ex- 
tent, I  thinli,  except  in  the  matter  of  public  education. 

Questiori.  I  am  coming  to  that  directly. 

Answer.  Upon  reflection,  I  am  not  sure  that  I  am  not  mistaken  as  to  the  school-tax.  t 
do  not  believe  that  is  included  in  these  items  that  I  have  furnished.  I  believe  that  is 
a  special  tax. 

Question.  I  will  ask  if  the  ordinary  expenses  of  individuals  have  not  increased  nearly 
100  per  cent,  between  1860  and  1870? 
Answer.  There  has  been  a  very  considerable  increase. 

Question.  I  will  ask  if,  under  the  present  law,  there  has  not  been  an  increase  of  sala- 
ries, and  all  the  expenses  attending  the  State  government,  corresponding  with  that 
increase  in  the  daily  expenses  of  the  individual  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  has  been  an  increase  of  salaries,  and,  to  some  extent,  an  in- 
crease in  the  ordinary  expenses  of  conducting  the  State  government.  I  do  not  think 
it  at  all  corresponds  with  the  increase  which  has  taken  place  in  private  expenditures. 

Question.  Not  as  much  as  that  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  like  it. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  if,  in  all  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  this,  county 
since  1869,  the  cost  has  not  been  double  as  great  as  the  cost  of  similar  improvements  in 
1859? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  have  been  as  much  as  double.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  not ;  but  they  have  been  considerably  more,  I  have  no  doubt. 

Question.  Has  there  not  been  a  greater  amount  of  improvement  here  in  1869  and  1870 
than  in  the  same  number  of  corresponding  years  previously,  or  in  1859  and  1860  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  did  not  reside  in  this  county  before  the  war,  and  I  cannot  answer 
that  question  from  personal  knowledge. 

Question.  There  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  this  county  ? 

Answei\  Considerable  in  the  way  of  building  bridges,  in  some  cases  of  bridges  de- 
stroyed during  the  war,  and,  in  other  cases,  bridges  have  been  built  where  there  were 
no  bridges  before  ;  but  before  the  war  a  part  of  the  county  taxes  in  this  county  was  for 
railroad  purposes,  I  think.  I  know  it  was  so  in  one  of  those  years  to  which  I  refer — 
the  county  tax  of  this  county  to  pay  the  county  subscription  in  aid  of  the  Memphis 
and  Charleston  Railroad,  which  runs  through  this  county. 

Question.  Are  the  people  taxed  in  any  way  for  the  building  of  school-houses  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  that  comes  under  the  general  school-tax. 

Question.  You  are  not  certain  whether  4)h  at  is  included  in  your  estimate? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  is  not,  though  I  am  not  sure  about  that,  really. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  school-tax,  the  amount  raised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Was  there  any  common-scho6l  system  in  this  State  prior  to  the  war? 

Ansiver.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  a  school  fund  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  fund  still  in  existence  ? 

Ansiver.  1  say  there  was  a  school  fund. 

Question.  A  school- tax? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  there  was  a  school  fund  that  was  accumulating  interest  each  year  for 
purposes  of  education  ? 

Answer.  The  school  fund,  if  I  recollect  aright,  had  been  lost  by  the  State  long  before 
the  war,  and  the  State  held  itself  as  a  trustee  and  paid  annually,  for  school  purposes, 
the  interest  on  the  fund  which  was  lost,  and  the  matter  so  stands  to  this  day. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question,  Was  not  part  of  that  school  fund  lost  during  the  warf 
Answefr.  That  may  have  been  so,  but  I  am  not  aware  of  it;    I  think  not ;  I  think  it 
was  all  lost  before  the  war. 

By  Mr.  Rice  ; 

Question,  The  school-tax  is  much  greater  now  than  prior  to  the  war,  under  this  sys- 
tem? 

An8ivei\  Yes,  sir ;  very  much  greater. 

Question,  Does  this  aim  to  be  a  free-school  system  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  includes  white  and  colored  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  would  increase  the  number  of  children  to  nearly  double,  I  suppose  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  believe  yon  say  you  cannot  state  that  you  know  of  any  squandering  of 
the  money  on  the  part  of  the  State  officials  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  that. 

Question.  Are  the  new  objects  of  taxation,  that  you  speak  of,  meritorious  or  other- 
wise ?  You  say  that,  under  the  present  system  of  affairs,  there  has  been  taxation  for 
new  purposes. 

Answer.  I  said  that  the  public  fund  had  been  appropriated  for  some  new  purposes. 

Question.  Well,  new  purposes  ;  were  they  meritorious  ? 

Answer.  Those  appropriations  1  had  mainly  in  my  mind  at  the  time  I  spoke  were  the 
appropriations  in  aid  of  certain  railroads  in  this  State. 

Question.  Has  the  State  paid  anything  on  account  of  those  roads  ? 

Answer.  Whether  the  State  has  actually  paid  any  money  I  am  not  able  to  say.  I  ex- 
pect it  has,  though.  I  expect  that  the  State  has  paid  one  installment  of  the  interest 
for  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  but  I  am  now  stating  only  an  impression. 

Question.  That  railroad  was  built  by  a  loan  by  the  State  of  its  bonds  to  the  amount 
of  $16,000  a  mile? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  road  has  been  built,  has  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Under  that  law  does  not  the  State  become  the  owner  of  the  road  in  case  the 
company  fails  to  pay  its  interest  ? 

Answer.  The  State,  by  the  law,  retains  a  lien  on  that  portion  of  the  road  in  the  State  ; 
but  the  fact  that  after  diligent  efforts,  now  for  some  four  or  five  months,  to  obtain  the 
undisputed  control  of  the  road,  the  State  has  not  yet  succeeded,  is  pretty  good  proof 
that  the  security  offered  was  not  effectual. 

Question.  That  is  not  a  very  long  time,  is  it,  four  or  five  months,  to  get  its  rights  es- 
tablished through  the  courts  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  quite  a  long  time. 

Question.  You  have  very  speedy  justice  here,  if  that  is  regarded  as  a  long  time  in 
such  a  litigation. 

Answer.  It  is. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  How  did  it  propose  to  protect  itself?  Was  it  under  the  law  by  which  th© 
road  could  be  sold  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  the  sale  taken  place  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  difficulty  is  encountered  in  making  the  sale ;  has  there  been  default  ? 

Answer.  The  company  failed  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  bonds  which  the  State  in- 
dorsed, and  the  State  therefore  became  entitled  to  the  rights  which  it  reserved  in  th© 
act  granting  the  aid  to  this  road,  and  it  has  been  making  efforts  ever  since  the  default 
occurred  to  put  itself  in  such  a  position  that  it  could  release  the  securities. 

By  Mr.  Rice  ; 

Question.  Under  the  law  are  not  the  rights  of  the  State  applied  so  that  it  can  in 
course  of  time  enforce  its  remedy  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  answer  that  question,  because  so  many  impediments 
seem  to  be  thrown  in  the  way  now  of  the  assertion  of  the  rigfhts  of  the  State,  and  on 
accounts  which  I  did  not  fully  understand,  that  I  am  satisfied  that  if  the  State  ever 
does  obtain  its  rights  it  will  be  after  very  considerable  delay  and  long  and  great  ex- 
pense*in  the  way  of  litigation. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  obstruction  is  interposed ;  do  you  know  the  character  of  the  obstruo 
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Anstvei\  I  do  not ;  the  matter  has  been  carried  into  various  courts,  before  various 
judges,  State  courts  and  United  States  courts.  It  has  been  before  the  chancery  courts 
in  Tennessee  and  chancery  courts  in  Georgia;  before  the  United  States  circuit  judge  in 
Montgomery,  and  now  before  the  United  States  district  judge  in  East  Tennessee. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Have  not  all  the  decisions  so  far  been  in  favor  of  the  State? 
Answer.  I  have  not  kept  up  with  the  controversy  so  as  to  be  able  to  tell  you. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Within  the  last  few  days  have  not  the  decisions  put  the  road  in  possession 
of  the  State  of  Alabama  exclusively  ? 

Answer.  If  they  have  I  have  not  seen  them  ;  it  may  be  so.  I  have  seen  nothing  within 
the  last  week  on  the  subject. 

Question.  Judge  Walker,  in  speaking  of  the  constitution  you  spoke  about  some  objec- 
tions to  the  instrument  itself.  To  what  particular  points  did  you  refer  as  objection- 
able? 

Answer.  Have  you  got  the  constitution  before  you  ? 

Question.  I  have  not ;  but  no  doub4}  you  remember  them. 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  remember  one  particularly.  Doubtless  if  I  had  the  instrument  be- 
fore me  I  could  point  to  others.  Very  great  objection  is  made  to  the  oath  required  of 
voters. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  point  that  you  heard  of  objected  to  especially  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  there  was  a  provision  made  in  the  constitution,  as  it  was  believed,  for 
an  unnecessary  multiplication  of  offices. 

Question.  There  was  only  one  additional  office  made,  was  there  t 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  more  than  one.  I  remember  a  ^'  commissioner  of  indus- 
trial resources,"  I  believe  it  was. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Did  it  add  to  the  county  officers  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  constitution  did  or  not,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  complaint  against  the  constitution  which  you  remem- 
ber? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  was  very  great  objection  to  the  board  of  education,  and 
especially  to  the  legislative  powers  conferred  upon  that  board. 

Question.  Because  of  its  independent  legislative  character  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  its  independent  legislative  character,  and  it  was  believed  that  it- 
was  an  unnecessary  addition  to  the  public  expense  ;•  and  I  believe  that  opinion  was  not 
then  and  is  not  now  confined  to  the  democratic  party  in  this  State. 

Question.  I  have  a  copy  of  the  election  law  which  bears  on  challenging.  It  is  section 
34  of  the  act  of  1868.  I  would  like  to  have  you  read  it.  Judge  Walker,  because  I  would 
like  to  have  your  opinion  upon  it.  [Submitting  to  the  witness  section  34  of  the  act  of 
1868,  which  provides  as  follows : 

''  That  there  shall  be  no  challenging  of  electors  offering  to  vote  at  any  election  here- 
after held  in  this  State,  and  any  registered  voter  offering  to  vote  at  any  election  in  this 
State  shall  be  allowed  to  do  so  without  question,  challenge,  or  objection  by  any  person ; 
and  any  person  who  questions,  challenges,  or  objects,  or  who  nnlatvfuUy  hinders  or 
delays  any  person  offering  to  vote,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction 
shall  be  fined  five  hundred  dollars,  and  on  failure  to  pay  the  same  shall  be  imprisoned 
in  the  county  jail  for  six  months."] 

Now  I  will  ask  you  if  you  do  not  think  it  would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  make  a 
valid  indictment  under  that  statute,  to  allege  that  the  person  who  was  challenged  was 
a  qualified  voter  ? 

Afisiver.  It  is  a  question  which  I  never  had  occasion  to  consider  before  at  all,  and  I 
cannot  say  that  I  can  express  a  positive  opinion  upon  the  subject  on  so  short  notice. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Have  you  an  idea  that  a  man  could  be  convicted  i«i  court  for  challenging 
the  vote  of  a  minor  ? 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Would  it  not  depend  on  the  instructions  of  the  court  before  whom  the  trial 
wa«  held? 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Please  to  answer  my  question  first. 

Answer.  I  believe  myself  that  the  better  construction  of  that  act  would  be  th^t  a 
person  ought  not  to  be  held  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  for  challenging  a  person  who  was 
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not  a  legal  voter.    But  with  such  judicial  officers  as  we  have  had  in  this  State  since 
the  war,  a  contrary  decision  would  not  occasion  in  my  mind  the  least  surprise. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Suppose  he  should  challenge  thinking  that  he  was  challenging  a  party  who 
was  not  a  qualified  voter,  and  it  should  turn  out  that  he  was  a  qualilied  voter,  could 
he  not  then  he  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor,  although  ignorant  that  he  was  challenging 
a  qualified  voter  ?  Suppose  he  should  make  a  mistake  himself  as  to  the  qualification 
of  the  voter  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  helieve  in  that  case  that  such  a  man  ought  to  he  held  guilty 
of  a  violation  of  the  law  if  the  law  is  properly  construed. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  He  would  lack  the  criminal  intent.    It  would  have  to  he  shown  that  he  did 
it  intentionally. 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  would  lack  the  intent. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Does  not  the  law  then  really  contemplate  the  protection  of  the  purity  of 
the  hallot-box  by  requiring  the  registration  of  voters,  as  is  contemplated  in  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  which  you  have  before  you  there  in  the  laws  of  1868?  [Suhmittiug 
the  Laws  of  Alabama  for  1868.] 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  understand  your  question. 

Question.  Taking  the  two  sections,  the  thirty-fourth  section  of  the  act  of  1868  in  con- 
nection with  that  act  which  you  hold  in  your  hand,  do  you  not  think  that  the  law 
really  intends  to  protect  the  purity  of  the  hallot-box  in  this  State  ? 

Answer.  No;  I  have  no  such  idea.  I  helieve  that  the  law  was  intended  to  prevent 
any  challenging  of  votes.  The  terms  are  probably  such  that  in  the  hands  of  upright 
judges  a  man  could  not  he  punished  under  it  for  challenging  a  person  not  qualified  to 
vote,  though  it  is  not  at  all  certain,  as  our  courts  are  now  constituted  in  this  State,  that 
such  an  attempt  would  not  be  punished.  I  waut  to  embody  this  language  in  my 
answer:  "any  person  who  questions,  challenges,  or  objects,  or  who  unlawfully  hinders 
or  delays  any  person  offering  to  vote,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor ;"  and  I  can 
readily  understand  how  it  might  be  with  our  present  courts  that  a  person  challenging 
anybody  would  be  held  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  universal, 
popular  impression  has  been  that  no  challenge  could  be  made  without  a  violation  of 
law. 

Question.  But  does  not  the  law  say  there  shall  be  no  challenge  of  electors? 

Answer.  In  one  clause  of  the  section  the  language  is  ^Hhere  shall  he  no  challenging 
of  electors  offering  to  vote,"  and  "  any  registered  voter  offering  to  vote  at  any  election 
in  this  State  shall  be  allowed  to  do  so  without  question,"  &c.  The  succeeding  clause 
of  the  section  is  in  the  language  I  have  quoted  above. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  There  is  a  penalty,  I  believe,  for  registering  without  the  proper  qualifica- 
tions? 

Answer.  I  think  there  is,  sir;  but,  Mr.  Pratt,  I  really  do  not  know  that ;  I  say  there 
is,  supposing  that  there  ought  to  be. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  it  n©t  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  for  the  registration  of  electors,  that 
you  hold  in  your  hand  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  the  requirement  of  registration  is  in  this.  There  is  a  penalty  for 
false  swearing  in  taking  the  oath  required  in  section  four.    I  find  that  here. 

Question.  Section  four  of  the  constitution  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  section  four  of  the  act.  [Examining  the  section  referred  to.]  Yes,  sir ; 
that  is  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act ;  there  is  a  penalty  for  false  swearing.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  any  other  penalty  provided  for  registering  when  not  qualified,  and  the 
general  election  law,  if  I  recollect  aright,  provides  no  penalty  whatever  for  illegal 
voting. 

Question.  Judge  Walker,  you  spoke  of  the  judges  of  our  State.  I  would  like  to  ask 
you  a  few  questions  in  regard  to  them.  You  are  acquainted  with  Judge  Peck,  the  chief 
justice  of  the  State,  are  you  not  ? 

Answer.  Very  well,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  not  regarded  as  an  able  judge  and  a  very  pure  man  ? 

Ansurer.  Judge  Peck  is  an  excellent  lawyer.  I  do  not  like  to  be  expressing  my 
opinion  about  gentlemen  with  whom  I  am  well  acquainted  and  with  whom  I  bold 
bleasant  social  intercourse.  I  am  willing  to  answer  any  question,  but  in  regard  to 
individuals  I  think  I  should  be  excused. 

Question.  I  will  ask  in  regard  to  the  supreme  court  of  this  State,  generally,  is  it  not 
considered  an  able  court  ? 
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Anstcer,  I  do  not  think  it  is. 

Question.  Or  in  regard  to  the  circuit  court  of  this  judicial  circuit  here  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think,  Mr.  Buckley,  that  I  ought  to  be  asked  such  questions  as  that. 
I  am  an  attorney  at  this  bar. 

Question.  I  simply  wanted  to  get  at  the  fact. 

Answer.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  answering  any  proper  or  fair  question^  but  any  one 
can  see,  I  thiok,  that  it  is  not  exactly  fair  to  ask  me  my  opinion  of  a  judge  before  whom 
I  am  under  the  necessity  of  practicing. 

Question.  I  want  to  get  at  the  fact,  whether  the  courts  of  the  State  administer  the 
laws  of  the  State  in  sach  a  way  as  to  inspire  confidence  among  the  people.  You  have 
just  referred  to  them  in  your  preceding  remarks. 

Answer.  I  think  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  that  respect,  but,  as  a  general 
fact,  I  do  not  think  they  have  been  administered  in  a  manner  which  has  inspired 
public  confidence.    I  think  the  reverse  is  tbe  fact. 

Question.  That  you  apply,  then,  to  the  courts  generally  throughout  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  said  in  the  outset  that  there  were  some  exceptions,  and  I  make 
that  exception  again. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  judge,  whether  the"  income  ftom  taxation  in  this  State  during 
the  years  subsequent  to  the  war  has  been  sufficient  to  meet  the  public  expenditures 
year  by  year  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  suppose,  sir,  without  very  definite  knowledge  upon  the  subject,  that 
for  a  year  or  so  after  the  war  the  income  from  taxation  could  not  have  been  sufficient. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  that  the  income  during  the  year  1870  only  was  sufficient, 
of  all  those  years,  to  meet  the  expenditures  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  fact  that  the  receipts  from  taxation  during  1870  met  the 
expenditures  of  the  State,  and  that  that  was  the  first  year  in  which  this  had  occurred 
for  ten  years  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  if  the  income  for  1869  was  not  sufficient,  it  is  certainly  a  matter  of 
great  surprise  to  me. 

Question.  But  the  assessments  are  levied  a  year  in  advance  of  collection  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  the  assessments  were  levied  in  1868  which  were  collected  in  1869? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  those  assessments  must  have  been  levied  by  the  legislature  elected  at 
the  same  time  that  Governor  Patton  was  elected  ? 

Answer.  When  did  the  present  State  government  commence  ? 

Question.  July,  1868.  They  of  course  could  not  interfere  with  the  assessments  of 
that  year,  which  were  made  by  the  legislature  of  1867-'68  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  now  when  the  revenue  system  devised  by  the  legislature 
which  went  into  office  in  July,  1866,  went  into  operation.. 

Question.  But  the  assessment  had  already  been  made  previous  to  July,  1868,  had  it 
not? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  must  have  been,  sir. 

Question.  Then,  whatever  increase  of  taxation  was  found  necessary  in  1869,  must 
have  been  provided  for  by  the  democratic  legislature  which  met  in  the  fall  of  1867  and 
spring  of  1868  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  taxes  referred  to  in  the  tables  I  have  given  were  taxes  assessed 
under  the  law  of  1868,  by  the  legislature  which  went  into  office  after  the  establishment 
of  the  present  State  government. 

Question.  You  referred  to  two  years  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  assessment  of  1869  and  1870. 

Question.  And  think  that  assessment  met  the  expenditures  of  the  State  government? 

Answer.  Well,  1  have  not  examined  with  a  view  to  that,  but  I  have  presumed  that 
they  ought  to  have  largely  exceeded  the  expenses  of  the  State  government. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  much  the  legislature  last  winter  cut  down  the  taxation 
upon  real  estate  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  ? 

An8w&i\  They  brought  it  down  from  75  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars  to  50  cents  on 
the  hundred  dollars'  worth  of  property. 

Question.  Are  you  aware  that  the  State  treasury  is  empty  and  that  warrants  are  being 
sold  on  the  State  treasury  in  the  city  of  Montgomery  at  present  ? 

Answer.  "No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  it  before.  I  remember  that  a  reduction  of  the  rate 
of  taxation  was  recommended  by  the  governor  of  this  State,  Governor  Smith,  but  his 
recommendation  was  not  complied  with  by  the  legislature. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  I  will  ask  you  if  the  legislature,  under  the  government  that  went  into 
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operation  in  1868,  did  not  have  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  reconstruction  in  addition 
to  the  01  dinaiy  expenses  of  the  government  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  state  positively  how  the  fact  is,  but  my  impression  is  that  those 
expenses  had  been  provided  for  by  the  previous  legislature.  ' 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  The  expenses  of  the  constitutional  convention,  at  least,  were  not  provided 
for  by  any  previous  legislature  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  sure  about  how  that  is. 

Question.  It  was  not  known  until  after  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed  that  there 
would  be  a  convention  ? 

Answer.  No ;  but  the  legislature,  you  know,  continued  in  office,  the  provisional  govern- 
ment continued  in  force,  until  July,  1868.     The  convention  met  in  1867,  did  it  not  ? 

Question.  November,  1867. 

Ansit'e)\  November,  1867;  and  the  expenses  of  holding  that  convention  were  ascer- 
tained before  the  provisional  government  went  out  of  existence. 

Question.  But  the  tax  was  not  levied? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  whether  the  expenses  of  that  convention  were  provided  for  by 
the  provisional  government  or  left  to  be  provided  for  by  the  government  established 
under  the  constitution  I  do  not  remember. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  immediately  after  the  war  there  were  a  great  many 
violations  of  law  by  colored  people.  What  was  the  character  of  those  violations  of 
law? 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  they  were  generally  misdemeanors,  sometimes  graver  offenses. 

Question.  Was  there  not  great  destitution  among  the  people  of  this  State,  white  and 
colored,  for  two  or  three  years  after  the  war,  and  did  you  not  have  two  or  three  bad 
crops  after  the  war  ? 

Answer.  There  was  considerable  destitution,  much  greater  in  some  localities  in  the 
State  than  others,  of  course. 

Question.  Where,  as  you  say,  stock  on  the  farms  was  killed  by  the  negroes,  was  it  not 
on  account  of  their  destitution  and  in  order  to  relieve  their  huuger? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  think  that  at  anytime  there  was  uuich  destitution  among 
negroes  who  were  willing  to  work.  There  never  was  a  time  when  a  laborer  could  not 
get  pretty  fair  wages  for  his  labor ;  and  these  depredations  that  were  committed  were 
generally  committed  by  idle  negroes,  not  disposed  to  work. 

Question.  Was  there  not,  measurably,  a  failure  of  the  cotton  crop  for  two  years  in 
succession  after  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was. 

Question.  What  means  had  they,  then,  of  relieving  their  wants  ? 

Answer.  Although  there  was  measurably  a  failure  of  the  cotton  crop,  cotton  com- 
manded pretty  good  prices,  and  they  were  generally  paid  their  wages. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  organization  of  Loyal  Leagues  after  the  war.  Wa» 
it  understood  that  those  Leagues  embraced  principally  colored  men  ? 

Ansiver.  Principally  colored  men,  1  hough  there  were  Qome  white  men  who  were  mem- 
bers of  it. 

Question.  Their  number  was  infinitesimal,  was  it  not  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was,  though  my  knowledge  as  to  the  number  of  white  men  who 
joined  them  is  very  limited. 

Question.  You  have  said  that  the  purpose  of  the  Loyal  League  was  not  uuderstood. 
Allow  me  to  inquire  whether  there  was  any  difficulty  in  worming  from  the  simple- 
hearted  negro  all  the  particulars  of  that  organization,  what  its  objects  were,  what  it 
contemplated,  and  what  it  was  doing? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  answer  that  question,  never  having  made  any  such  effort. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  aE^^  acts  of  violence,  any  violations  of  law,  were 
ever  countenanced  or  approved  by  this  organization,  or  inspired  by  it? 

Answei\  I  do  not  know  that  I  did.  My  knowledge  of  the  Loyal  League  is,  as  I  stated 
before,  exceedingly  limited,  only  going  to  the  extent  of  the  fact  that  there  was  such  an 
organization,  that  they  met  frequently  at  night,  that  inflammatory  harangues  w  ^re 
made  to  the  negroes ;  and  that  in  that  way,  and  through  the  appeals  which  were  made^ 
to  them  at  these  gatherings,  the  antagonism  of  race  was  very  greatly  excited,  and  thus 
violations  or  disturbances  of  the  peace  were  made  more  likely. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  these  inflammatory  appeals  yourself? 

Answer.  Not  in  the  Loyal  League.    I  never  Was  at  any  of  their  meetings. 

Question.  Outside  of  the  Loyal  League  did  you  ever  hear  any  inflammatory  appeals 
addreflssed  to  the  negroes ;  did  you  ever  hear  any  one  counseling  them  to  acts  of  violence 
in  any  public  address  ? 

Answer.  1  have  very  rarely  attended  public  meetings  of  negroes  «iince  the  war.  Only 
on  ona  or  two  occasions  was  I  present,  and  then  only  for  a  few  minutes.    I  did  hear,  I 
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think,  on  two  occasions,  a  negro  man  of  this  place,  named  George  Williams,  making 
speeches  to  negroes,  and  parts  of  the  speeches  which  I  heard  I  thought  were  well  cal- 
culated to  at  least  stimulate  a  hostility  to  the  white  people,  and  put  the  negroes  in 
a  state  of  mind  making  them  ready  for  difficulties  with  white  men. 

Question.  You  may  state  the  points  which  he  made  to  his  colored  friends  from  which 
you  drew  that  inference. 

Answer.  I  cannot  undertake  to  do  that  at  this  day.  I  only  heard  him  for  a  few  min- 
utes in  passing.  I  simply  stopped  and  heard  his  speech.  I  recollect  he  alluded  to  the 
wrongs  of  the  negro  in  days  of  slavery,  and  the  fact  that  all  the  wealth  of  the  white 
man  had  been  made  by  negro  labor,  and  that  the  negroes  were  entitled  to  their  fair 
share  of  all  these  accumulations  ;  and  the  general  tendency  of  what  I  heard  him  say 
was  that  the  white  man  was  the  enemy  of  the  negro  ;  that  he  had  been  and  was  still 
his  enemy. 

Question.  Did  he  argue  agrarianism  to  his  colored  hearers,  or  agrarian  doctrines  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  the  tendency  of  what  little  I  heard  was  in  that  direction. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  democratic  executive  committee  of  this  county 
imjjorting  two  democratic  colored  speakers,  one  from  Tennessee  and  another  from  some 
Northern  State,  to  address  the  colored  people  here  ? 

Answer.  I  know  that,  although  not  here  at  the  time.  I  heard  that  a  colored  demo- 
cratic speaker  from  Tennessee  came  here  to  speak. 

Question.  The  point  is  whether  these  colored  speakers  were  imported  here  by  the 
authority  of  the  democratic  party  of  this  county  f 

Answer.  I  was  about  to  answer  that  part  of  the  question.  I  have  no  knowledge  in 
the  world  on  the  subject.  I  was  not  here  when  the  man  came,  and  do  not  know  how 
he  was  brought  here. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  good,  respectable  men  of  Madison  County 
were  understood  to  have  joined  this  Ku-Klux  organization,  and  to  have  adopted  and 
worn  ♦he  absurd  and  grotesque  disguises  of  that  order  ? 

Answer.  As  I  stated  before,  I  do  not  know  any  man  who  was  ever  in  that  organiza- 
tion ;  but  about  the  time  when  it  was  first  understood  that  there  was  such  an  organi- 
zation, I  heard  and  believe  that  some  very  good  men  were  in  it.  I  never  heard  any 
names  mentioned ;  but  that  was  the  character  of  men  I  heard  it  suggeste  d  weie  in  the 
organization. 

Question.  And  rode  about  at  night  in  these  fantastic  disguises  with  their  horses  dis- 
guised ?    Do  you  think  that  could  be  true  of  good,  respectable  Oftizens  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  to  some  extent.  I  suppose  that  was  more  true  of  the 
young  men  than  the  men  of  more  mature  years. 

Question.  I  wish  to  ask,  in  addition  to  what  my  associates  have  inquired  of  you 
already,  a  few  questions  in  relation  to  the  taxes  of  this  State.  In  the  first  place,  let 
me  inquire  how  often  the  property,  personal  and  real,  of  citizens  of  this  State  is 
appraised  for  taxable  purposes  ? 

Ansiver.  Every  year. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  whole  taxable  wealth  of  this  county  in  the 
years  1869  and  1870  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  $8,000,000  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  what  was  the  rate  of  taxation  for  the  year  1869  upon  every  |100 
worth  of  taxable  property  ? 

Answer.  Seventy-five  cents  on  each  $100  worth. 

Question.  For  State  purposes  f 

Answer.  State  purposes. 

Question.  And  the  same  amount  for  county  purposes  I 

Answer.  The  same  amount  for  county  purposes. 

Question.  So  that  a  man  owning  $100  worth  of  property,  personal  or  real,  would  pay 
for  all  purposes  $1  50  of  taxes  for  that  year  ? 

Answer.  For  every  State  and  county  purpose. 

Question.  For  what  other  purpose  did  you  levy  taxes  besides  State  and  county  pur- 


Answer.  Well,  in  towns  and  cities  like  this  there  are  corporation  taxes. 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  in  relation  to  corporation  taxes,  but  in  relation  to  taxes 
outside  of  cities  ? 

Answer.  No  other  purpose  ;  no  other  purpose  of  taxes  on  property. 

QuesUon.  The  city  taxes  would  of  course  be  regulated  by  the  common  council  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  K  large  city  would  judge  for  itself  of  the  objects  of  expenditure  and  the 
amount  that  should  be  raised? 

Answer.  Yes. 

Question.  Now,  before  the  war  what  was  the  rate  of  taxation  for  State  and  what  for 
county  purposes? 

Answer.  Before  the  war  the  tax  on  real  estate  was  one-fifth  of  one  per  cent.— 20  cents 
on  each  $100  worth  of  property. 
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Qite5i^o?i.  Did  that  include  slaves? 

Ansioer,  No,  sir ;  I  said  on  real  estate.  The  tax  on  slaves  was  a  specific  tax  regulated 
by  the  age  of  the  slaves,  and  the  taxes  on  personal  property  generally^  were  specifiG 
taxes — no  resfiilar  ad  valorem  tax  on  personal  j)roperty. 

Question.  How  is  your  property  valued  for  the  purposes  of  taxation  generally?  At 
about  its  fair  cash  value  or  below  that  ? 

Anstve7\  Well,  in  this  county,  for  the  last  three  years,  I  think  it  has  been  valued  at 
full  cash  value.  That  is  the  prevailing  impression  ;  and  my  impression  is  that  it  has 
been  the  purpose  of  the  present  commissioners  to  value  it  at  the  real  cash  value. 

Question.  Under  your  system  of  State  taxes  before  the  war,  had  your  State  drifted 
into  debt  ? 

Ansiver.  The  State  debt  before  the  war  w^as  not  large  in  comparison  with  the  resources 
of  the  State. 

Question.  About  how  large  was  that  debt  before  the  war? 

Ansivefi\  My  recollection  about  amounts  is  so  imperfect  that  I  dislike  to  state  amounts ; 
but  I  think  that  between  four  and  five  millions  was  the  extent  of  the  bonded  debt  of 
the  State. 

Question.  Had  you  any  county  debt  before  the  war  ? 

A7isive7\  As  I  stated  before,  I  did  not  reside  in  this  county  until  after  the  war. 

Question.  I  did  not  know  but  that  your  examination  of  the  records  in  preparing  the 
tables  you  have  presented  here  had  enablecl  you  to  answer  that  question  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  but  I  believe  there  was  a  bonded  debt  of  the  county. 

Question.  Has  that  debt  been  reduced  since  ? 

Anisx^er.  I  do  not  know  how  that  is.    I  presume  they  have  simply  paid  the  interest. 

Question:  How  do  you  know  but  what  some  of  the  amounts  levied  and  collected  for 
county  purposes  for  1869  and  1870  were  applied  to  liquidate  the  principal  of  the  county 
debt? 

Ansiver,  I  do  not  know  that.    It  may  have  been  the  case ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  I  would  inquire  of  you  whether  this  county  has  not  since  the  war  purchased 
a  poor-farm  of  several  hundred  acres  in  the  neighborhood  of  your  city? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  purchased  it  and  has  since  sold  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  much  was  paid  for  the  poor-farm  ? 

Answer.  No ;  1  have  really  forgotten,  sir ;  but  I  have  the  impression  that  the  county 
perhaps  in  the  subsequent  sale  kept  itself  whole  ;  that  it  lost  nothing  by  the  transaction 
but  I  am  not  sure  about  that.    I  know  it  was  bought  and  sold. 

Question.  Does  your  county  levy  taxes  to  build  and  improve  highways?' 

Aiisiver,  No,  sir ;  not  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  public  roads ;  it  does  for  the 
purpose  of  building  bridges. 

Question.  Have  you  any  iron  bridges  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  I  think  none. 

Question.  You  say  the  bridges  existing  before  the  war  were  some  of  them  destroyed 
during  the  war? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  is  the  case.  I  am  pretty  confident  it  was,  though  I 
cannot  speak  from  personal  knowledge  on  that  subject. 

Question.  Will  you  please  enumerate  the  items  of  county  expenditure  ?  I  wish  to 
learn  for  what  purpose  your  county  taxes  are  expended.  Please  give  the  different 
heads  of  expenditures. 

Ansiver.  Well,  the  county  has  charge  of  all  public  buildings;  the  erection  and  re- 
X)air  of  public  buildings,  such  as  jails  and  court-houses ;  the  erection  and  repair  of 
bridges  across  streams.  Some  portion  of  the  expense  of  the  administration  of  public 
justice  is  paid  by  counties ;  criminal  cases  mainly  out  of  funds  which  pass  into  the 
county  treasury  from  fines  and  forfeitures  in  criminal  causes. 

Question.  Does  your  county  support  the  poor  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  not  that  usually  a  very  large  item  of  expenditure  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is,  sir,  though  I  have  never  examined  the  figures  on  that 
subject.  From  my  impression  as  to  the  number  of  the  destitute  ii(  this  county  I  should 
not  think  it  would  be  very  large. 

Question.  Does  your  county  pay  the  expenses  of  capturing,  keeping,  and  maintaimng 
criminals  until  trial  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  that  is  paid  by  the  State. 

Question.  Does  your  county  pay  the  exjjenses  of  bailiffs  and  officers  of  the  court? 

Answer.  I  think  that  most  of  these  expenses  are  paid  by  the  State. 

Q'uestioyi.  Does  your  county  pay  the  expenses  of  criminal  prosecutions  where  the 
accused  is  acquitted  or  where  the  fine  and  costs  in  cases  of  conviction  cannot  be  e?l- 
lected  from  him  ? 

Ansiver.  I  used  to  be  very  familiar  with  all  our  legislation  on  those  subjects,  but  it 
has  been  a  long  time  since.  Where  the  parties  are  convicted  in  criminal  causes  and 
are  unable  to  pay  the  costs,  prove  to  be  insolvent,  I  think  that  the  witnesses^  certifi- 
cates are  receivable  at  the  county  treasury  in  payment  of  fines  and  forfeitures. 
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Question.  In  payment  of  fines  and  forfeitures  against  that  witness  ? 

Answ^.  Yes,  sir;  against  tlie  defendants  in  criminal  causes  where  the  defendants  are 
convicted  and  fined,  or  where  defendants  are  recognized  for  their  appearance  and  fail 
to  appear  and  default  is  taken  against  them ;  or  forfeitures  of  witnesses. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  witnesses  are  paid  out  of  that  fund  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Suppose  that  fund  is  insufficient  ? 

Answer.  Then  I  do  not  think  they  are  paid  at  all,  sir. 

Question.  Are  your  county  officers  paid  out  of  the  fund  produced  hy  the  county 
t>axes  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  tax  assessor  and  tax  collector  are  paid  out  of  the  taxes.  They  get 
a  certain  percentage  on  the  taxes. 

Question.  After  they  are  collected  and  paid  into  the  treasury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  deducted  from  the  taxes  collected ;  they  get  a  certain  com- 
mission. 

Question.  I  wish  to  understand  that  a  little  more.  Here,  for  example,  in  1870  you 
report  $56,733  70  collected  of  county  taxes.  Is  that  exclusive  of  the  amount  paid  to 
the  assessor  and  collector,  or  inclusive  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  that  is  the  entire  amount.  These  statements  are  taken  from  the 
assessment  books  and  show  the  entire  amount. 

Question.  This  does  not  show  the  amount  a^ctually  collected,  then  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Whkt  is  generally,  one  year  after  another,  the  amount  of  delinquencies  ? 

An8wei\  Very  small,  sir,  very  small — not  more  than  $2,000  or  $2,500  a  year. 

Question.  Assuming  the  assessment  to  he  this  sum  which  you  have  given,  the  fees  of 
the  assessor  and  collector  must  be  taken  out  of  the  sum  assessed  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  other  officers  have  you  in  the  county  that  are  paid  out  of  this  fund 
for  their  services  ? 

Afiswer.  Well,  the  county  treasurer,  I  believe,  is. 

Question.  He  is  paid,  I  suppose,  a  certain  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  collection  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  is. 

Question.  Have  you  a  county  auditor  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  officer  stands  in  place  of  county  auditor  ? 

Answe7\  Well,  the  court  of  county  commissioners ;  and  they  are  paid  a  certain  per 
diem  for  their  services. 

Question.  Are  they  paid  out  of  this  county  fund  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  have  quarterly  meetings.  They  have  three  or  four  county 
commissioners  besides  the  judge  of  probate,  who  is  ex  officio  member  of  the  board  of 
county  commissioners  and  presiding  officer  of  that  court, 

Question.  Is  he  paid  out  of  this  fund  ?     ' 

Ansiver.  I  think  only  as  a  member  of  the  commissioners.  His  ordinary  compensation 
is  derived  from  his  fees  in  his  office. 

Question.  Is  anything  paid  to  the  sheriff  from  this  fund? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  How  does  he  derive  his  compensation  for  services  which  he  renders  for  the 
county  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  now,  perhaps  I  am  mistaken  in  saying  the  sheriff  gets  nothing.  He 
does  get,  I  think,  on  reflection,  an  annual  allowance  for  his  general  services.  I  am  not 
sure  whether  that  is  paid  by  the  State  or  county,  but  it  is  for  his  services  in  attending 
prisoners  and  carrying  them  to  the  penitentiary,  and  feeding  prisoners. 

Question.  And  for  summoning  grand  and  petit  jurors  ? 

Answer.  He  gets  no  compensation  from  the  county  for  that.  He  gets  an  annual  com- 
pensation. I  do  not  remember  whether  it  is  paid  by  the  State  or  county,  but  it  is  for 
his  ordinary  services  outside  of  what  he  gets  as  fees,  such  as  attending  prisoners.  He 
is,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  jailer  for  the  county,  although  he  often  does  employ  others 
to  keep  the  jail.  He  gets  the  fees,  and  he  presents  his  account  for  fees  for  services 
of  that  description  to  the  legislature  at  each  session.  If  his  accounts  are  approved 
by  the  circuit  judge  and  found  tol)e  correct,  the  legislature  is  in  the  habit  of  passing 
acts  appropriating  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  off  his  account. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  there  had  been  any.  new  county  offices  created 
under  the  new  constitution  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  said  nothing  about  county  officers  that  I  recollect.  I  do  not  think 
there  have  been. 

Question.  Has  there  been  a  general  increase  in  the  fees  of  officers,  witnesses,  and 
jurors  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  paid  special  attention  to  the  questioti,  and  I  am  not  able  to  an- 
swer it. 

Question.  Finally,  do  you  think  that  a  tax  of  $56,000  or  $57,000,  for  county  purposes, 
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upon  Madison  County  which  has  a  taxable  wealth  to  the  amount  of  near  $8^000,000,  is 
an  excessive  tax,  or  a  bardensome  tax  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that;  the  State  and  county  taxes  combined 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  now  in  relation  to  State  taxes  at  all.  My  question  has 
direct  and  specific  relation  to  county  taxes. 

Answer.  Will  you  repeat  it  ? 

Question.  Do  you  think  a  tax  of  $56,000  or  $57,000,  for  county  purposes,  an  exces- 
sive or  burdensome  tax  upon  Madison  County,  which  has  a  taxable  wealth  of  near 
$8,000,000  ? 

Answer.  As  compared  with  the  county  taxes  to  which  we  were  subject  before  the 
war,  it  is  an  excessive  tax. 

Question.  But  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  are  not  prepared  to  assert  that  this 
expenditure  has  been  unwise  or  uncalled  for? 

Answer.  No;  I  have  no  such  knowledge  of  the  expenditure  which  has  been  made  of 
the  sums  raised  in  this  county  for  county  purposes  as  w6uld  justify  me  in  assailing  it 
as  unwise  or  improper.  All  that  I  say  is,  that  the  sum  raised  is  greatly  out  of  pro- 
portion to  what  our  people  were  accustomed,  before  the  war  to  pay  for  the  same  objects, 
or  the  same  class  of  objects. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  When  they  had  a  much  largei^  amount  of  property  ? 
Answer,  A  much  larger  amount  of  property. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  They  had  no  burnt  or  destroyed  bridges  to  provide  for  before  the  war^  had 
they  ? 

Answei\  I  do  not  know  of  any,  though  I  was  not  familiar  with  this  county,  not  very 
familiar  with  it,  not  being  a  citizen  of  it.    I  presume,  however,  that  it  was  not  at  all 
common  to  have  to  rebuild  burned  bridges. 
Question.  Have  you  a  State  auditor? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  your  law  provide  for  an  annual  puldication  by  the  auditor  of  state  of 
the  amounts  received  under  your  State  taxes,  and  of  the  manner  of  their  disburse- 
ment? 

Answer.  Such  annual  publications  are  made,  and  I  presume  they  are  required  by 
the  law,  though  I  do  not  remember  to  have  examined  it  with  a  specific  view  to  that 
point. 

Question.  Any  person  can,  therefow3,  at  any  time,  inform  himself  for  what  purpose 
every  dollar  paid  into  the  State  treasury  has  been  disbursed  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  cannot  say  that  he  could.  It  would  require  a  kind  of  investigation 
to  which  not  very  many  of  our  people  are  well  fitted.  I  have  looked  at  some  of  these 
auditor's  reports  myself. 

Question.  Have  you  any  difficulty  in  understanding  them  ? 

Answe/r.  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  any  difficulty  in  understanding  them,  but  I  would 
have,  perhaps,  an  insuperable  difficulty  in  ascertaining  from  them  exactly  how  all  the 
public  moneys  have  been  appropriated. 

Question.  Did  you  take  time  to  refer  to  the  laws  tinder  which  the  moneys  were  ap- 
propriated or  paid  out  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  I  have  made  no  such  investigation  as  I  might  have  made  if  I  were  bent 
upon  ascertaining  how  the  public  moneys  had  been  expended. 

Question.  Does  not  your  law  require  that  an  annual  exhibit  shall  be  made  by  your 
county  officers  of  the  amount  of  money  collected  for  county  purposes,  and  how  the  sum 
has  been  disbursed ;  and  is  not  that  exhibit  regularly  made  every  year,  so  that  every 
citiixn  may  know  just  where  the  taxes  have  been  applied? 

Answer.  I  think  that  such  exhibits  are  made — at  least  an  exhibit  showing  the  collec- 
tions and  disbursements — and  I  presume  that  they  are  required  by  law. 

Question.  I  neglected,  in  the  proper  connection,  to  inquire  of  you  whether  all  matters 
relating  to  the  furnishing  of  your  public  buildings,  and  fuel,  and  lights,  and  stationery 
for  the  offices,  are  not  paid  for  out  of  the  county  fund  ? 
Answer.  The  repairs  of  public  buildings  are  paid  for  out  of  the  county  fund. 
Question.  How  is  the  furniture  paid  for? 

Answer.  And  the  furniture,  to  some  extent,  if  not  entirely ;  but  I  do  not  know  about 
thai.    1  believe  that  the  stationery  is. 

Question.  I  suppose  your  court-house  and  your  public  offices  are  warmed  and  lighted 
at  the  county  expense  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  are. 

Quf^tion.  I  desire  to  learn  your  opinion  as  to  the  number  of  men  in  Madison  County 
who  are  disqualified  from  holding  office  at  this  time  under  the  fourteenth  amendment  ? 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  would  be  a  mere  conjecture  if  I  should  answer  that  question. 
Question.  I  want  your  opinion.  ^ 
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An8ive7\  My  answer  to  that,  of  course,  would  depend  to  some  extent  on  how  far  the 
disqualification  effected  by  that  amendment  would  go.  If  that  amendment  is  held  as 
disqualifying  from  office  all  the  citizens  of  this  county  who  held  any  office  under  the 
State  government,  including  such  officers  as  justices  of  the  peace,  constables,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  commissioners'  court,  clerks  and  registrars  of  courts,  as  well  as  officers  of  a 
higher  grade,  and  as  also  including  persons  who  had  held  offices  under  municipal  cor 
porations,  such  as  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  a  city  or  town,  I  should  say  that  the 
numbei:  of  persons  disqualilied  by  the  amendment  in  this  county  would  probably  reach 
500  ;  it  might  be  more  ;  it  might  be  less.  It  is  a  hasty  conjecture  made  without  time 
for  inquiry  or  reflection. 

Question.  Did  your  old  constitution,  or  the  laws  in  force  previous  to  the  rebellion, 
require  that  such  officers  as  you  have  named,  constables,  aldermen,  &c.,  should  take  an 
oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  before  being  inducted  into  office  ? 
Answer,  Well,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  positively,  but  my  best  impression  is,  that 
under  the  old  constitution  and  laws  as  th(^'  stood  before  the  war,  all  public  officers, 
provided  for  either  by  our  constitution  or  State  laws,  were  required  to  take  an  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  Unil  ed  States; 

Question.  You  think  there  are  that  number  of  men  who  have  taken  that  oath  and 
have  violated  it  by  entering  into  the  rebellion  voluntarily,  do  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not.  I  think  there  are  that  number  of  men  in  this  county  who  had 
taken  that  oath,  and  who  had  engaged  in  the  rebellion. 

Question.  The  distinction  you  mean  to  draw,  I  understand,  is  that  they  did  not  neces- 
sarily violate  their  oaths  in  entering  the  rebellion  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  you  do  not  regard  such  jjersons  as  had  taken  that  oath,  and  had  vol- 
untarily gone  into  the  rebellion,  as  having  levied  war  against  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  Well,  according  to  the  view  which  I  hold — and  on  this  point  I  speak  only  my 
own  view,  not  answering  for  that  of  others,  though  I  believe  it  was  the  prevailing 
opinion  in  this  State — our  citizens  were  absolved  from  their  obligations  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States  by  the  act  of  the  State  in  withdrawing  the  powers  which  it  had 
granted  to  the  United  States. 

Question.  It  followed  then,  as  a  consequence,  of  course,  that  they  ceased  to  be  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  from  the  time  when  the  act  of  secession  was  adopted,  I  sup- 
pose? 

Ansiver.  In  the  view  which  prevailed  with  the  great  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
State,  I  suppose  that  would  have  been  the  consequence. 

Question.  Not  to  pursue  that  matter  any  further,  I  wish  to  inquire  of  you  w^hether 
any  one  of  these  men  who  were  banded  together  in  greater  or  less  numbers  and  dis- 
guised, and  who,  under  cover  of  night,  committed  outrages  upon  person  and  property, 
from  first  to  last,  has  been  convicted  in  the  courts  of  Madison  County  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  recall  any  such  conviction,  nor  can  I  recall  any  case  in  which  the 
perpetrators  of  such  outrages  became  known  to  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  prosecute 
them.  I  know,  in  some  instances,  very  great  efforts  were  made  to  ascertain  who  the 
perpetrators  were. 

Question.  Until  recently,  was  there  any  concerted,  united,  hearty  action  upon  the  part 
of  the  leading  men  of  the  community  to  detect  and  bring  to  jusiice  these  criminals  ? 

Ansiver.  Latterly,  in  this  community,  there  has  been  no  necessity  for  any  such  con- 
certed action,  and  I  do  not  believe  that' at  any  time  has  there  been  among  the  body  of 
the  peoxde  a  disposition  not  to  prosecute  those  offenders. 

Question.  My  question  is  whether  an  earnest,  determined  effort  was  made,  upon  the 
part  of  the  citizens,  to  ferret  out  and  discover  who  these  offenders  were,  and  to  take 
active  and  energetic  measures  to  secure  them  and  bring  them  to  punishment? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  think  that  efforts  were  made. 

Question.  Will  you  state  by  whom,  and  when,  and  in  what  manner  such  efforts  were 
made  ? 

Answer.  Well,  in  the  case  which  is. freshest  in  my  recollection,  the  case  of  this  man 
Thompson,  to  whom  I  referred  just  now,  I  know  that  his  relatives  and  friends  made 
very  considerable  exertion  to  ascertain  who  the  offenders  were,  and  I  think  there  waa 
a  very  general  desire  in  the  community  to  prosecute  that  inquiry. 

Question.  He  had  influential  friends  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had. 

Question.  But  in  the  case  of  an  obscure,  helpless  negro,  ^ho  had  no  friends  to  take 
his  part  when  a  gross  outrage  was  committed  upon  him,  if  he  were  cruelly  whipped 
or  shot,  but  not  killed,  or  hung,  or  any  other  outrage  committed  upon  him,  was  there 
such  a  hearty,  earnest  effort  upon  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  this  county  to  find  our 
and  punish  the  violators  of  the  law  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  know  of  no  such  instance  as  you  have  described  in  this  county 
I  cannot  recall  any,  though  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  such  cases  did  not  occur. 

Question.  Would  the  public  heart  have  been  moved  to  any  considerable  extent  i 
Buch  a  fact  had  been  generally  known  ? 
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Ansiver.  I  think  there  would  have  been  a  general  disposition  to  prosecute  and  punish 
the  offender.  Of  course  the  character  of  public  indignation,  the  amount  of  public 
indignation,  always  depends,  in  these  cases,  upon  the  character  of  the  person  who  ha.s 
been  injured  or  slain,  and  in  the  case  of  a  very  obscure  man,  or  a  person  of  worthlesii' 
character,  there  would  not  be  the  same  amount  of  interest  fdt  or  manifested  by  the 
people  as  in  the  case  of  a  valuable  and  well-known  citizen ;  but  I  do  not  think  thero 
has  ever  been  a  time  in  this  county,  at  least  not  for  the  last  three  or  four  years,  when 
an  injured  negro  would  not  have  found  ef&cient  friends  among  the  white  men  of  the 
county,  especially  among  those  who,  in  the  days  of  slavery,  were  masters  of  slaves. 

Question.  Has  there  been,  so  far  as  your  kuowledge  extends,  any  effort  upon  the  part 
of  the  press  in  this  county,  or  any  portions  of  it,  or  on  the  part  of  its  leading  citizens, 
to  hush  up  or  conceal,  or  to  excuse  or  mitigate  these  offenses,  where  they  have  been 
committed  ? 

Answer,  I  know  of  no  such  effort. 

Question.  Where  accounts  have  appeared  in  northern  papers,  furnished  by  corre- 
spondents, of  outrages  here  and  there  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  has  not  the  democratic 
press  made  studious  effort  to  deny  the  existence  of  these  outrages,  or  if  not  to  deny 
them,  to  insist  that  they  have  been  greatly  exaggerated  ? 

Ansiver,  Well,  so  far  as  I  know  or  believe,  there  has  been  no  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
democratic  press  of  this  State  to  deny  any  outrage  which  has  been  actually  commit- 
ted, but  there  has  been  a  disposition  to  deny  imputed  outrages  falsely  reported  by  cor- 
respondents of  northern  papers. 

Question,  Does  not  the  democratic  press  generally  attempt  to  discredit  all  such  state- 
ments ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  democratic  press  of  the  State  has  attempted  to  discredit,  the 
numerous  false  statements  on  these  subjects  which  have  appeared  in  the  northern  pa- 
pers. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  they  were  false  ?  You  assume  that  they  were  false. 
What  means  have  you  of  knowing  that  fact  ? 

Answer,  From  a  general  recollection  of  the  character  of  such  communications  which 
came  under  my  own  eye.  In  some  instances  they  stated  offenses  which  had  been,  in 
point  of  fact,  committed,  and  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  seen  any  such  state- 
ments assailed  by  the  democratic  papers,  though  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  that  may 
not  have  been  done. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  I  believe  you  stated  that  there  was  a  general  belief  that  there  had  been  a 
misappropriation  of  the  funds  of  the  State  by  officers  of  the  State  ? 

Ansiver,  I  do  not  know  that  I  stated  it  in  those  terms. 

Question,  State  it  in  the  terms  in  which  you  wish  to  express  it.  I  simply  wish  to  ask 
another  question  based  upon  that  statement. 

Answer.  I  stated  that  there  was  a  general  belief  among  our  people  that  the  public 
moneys  had  been  very  wastefuUy  expended. 

Question,  I  will  ask  you  now  if  the  lower  house  of  the  last  legislature  was  not  dem- 
ocratic ? 

Answer.  In  the  last  legislature  the  lower  house  was  democratic. 

Question,  Was  there  anything  to  prevent  them  from  ascertaining,  through  a  com- 
mittee of  investigation,  exactly  how  the  moneys  had  been  expended,  if  there  was  any 
real  ground  for  the  belief  that  they  had  been  -wastefuUy  appropriated  ? 

Answer.  Well,  many  of  the  appropriations  were  in  public  lands,  which  exhibit  on 
their  face  the  character  of  the  appropriations. 

Question.  Then  you  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  officers  themselves  have  appropriated 
money  contrary  to  the  authority  of  law  ? 

Answ&r.  I  do  not  mean  to  express  an  opinion  upon  that  subject,  one  way  or  another, 
having  no  such  personal  knowledge  as  would  justify  me. 

Question,  If  the  legislature  had  such  an  opinion,  the  lower  house  could  have  investi- 
gated that  subject  ? 

Answer,  And  possibly  did.  In  the  case  of  the  former  superintendent  of  public  edu- 
cation, there  was  a  wide-spread  belief,  which  I  do  not  think  was  confined  to  the  dem- 
ocratic party,  that  that  officer  had  been  guilty  of  misappropriation  of  the  public  funds 
in  his  hands. 

Question,  Was  that  investigated  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  was.  I  do  ilot  know  whether  it  was  by  the  last  legislature  or  the 
preceding  one.    I  believe  it  was,  perhaps,  by  both. 

Question.  Then  the  republicans  do  not  attempt  to  cover  up  and  shield  the  men  who 
commit  these  frauds,  where  any  are  known  to  have  been  committed  ? 

Ansiver,  Well,  I  have  no  amount  of  personal  knowledge  on  that  subject  which  makes 
me  willing  to  express  a  very  decided  opinion  on  the  question  one  way  or  the  other. 
By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  In  your  testimony  you  alluded  to  the  antagonism  of  ^"^xjear^ Dovmi  think 
it  exists  to  any  considerable  extent  at  the  present  time  in  thi^^a/ftM^OCjgl^ 
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Answer.  I  think  that  feeling  is  gradually  dying  out,  and  would  have  been  much  less 
at  this  time  but  for  the  persistent  efforts  of  interested  politicians  to  stimulate  it. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  other  way  for  the  two  races  in  Alabama,  being 
nearly  equally  divided,  to  live  peaceably  together,  except  upon  the  basis  of  civil  and 
political  equality  before  the  law  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  the  right  of  suffrage  having  been  bestowed  upon  the  negroes, 
any  attempt  now  to  withdraw  it  from  them  would  be  attended  with  very  great  danger 
to  the  public  peace. 


HuNTsriLLLE,  ALABAMA,  Ocobcr  14,  1871. 
LEWIS  JACKSON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  I  live  in  town  -here.  I  had  to  move  away  from  Stevenson.  They  tried  to 
get  after  me  in  the  night  once  and  couldn't  get  me,  and  then  they  tried  it  in  the  day- 
time. 

Question.  Who  came  after  you  ? 

Answer.  The  Ku-Klux  disguised,  in  the  day-time.  I  went  off  on  the  public  works  at 
work,  and  they  came  and  took  me  off  in  the  day-time,  and  carried  me  and  put  me  in  the 
old  block-house  in  Stevenson.  It  was  cold,  and  they  liked  to  have  frozen  me  to  death. 
They  wouldn't  allow  me  any  fire.  Some  one  on  Sunday  night  shot  into  Marion  Mack's 
house ;  he  keeps  store  there.  They  came  up  and  allowed  they  could  make  me  tell 
something  about  it,  and  put  me  in  the  block-house.  Mr.  Van  Horn  found  they 
wouldn't  have  any  trial ;  they  allowed  to  take  me  out  about  two  o'clock.  The  trial, 
they  put  it  off  until  night,  and  Mr.  Van  Horn  saw  they  were  putting  it  off  until  night 
for  some  devilment,  and  he  sent  for  some  soldiers,  and  they  came  about  six  o'clock  at 
night,  just  as  these  men  got  me  out  of  the  block-house.  Mr.  Burns,  the  squire  of  the 
town,  put  me  in  there.  He  wouldn't  give  them  the  key  to  get  me  out.  They  came  with 
an  ax. 

Question.  The  Ku-Klux  did  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  broke  the  staple  off  the  door  and  took  me  out ;  and  about  the 
time  they  got  me  out  the  soldiers  came  up,  and  Marion  Mack  went  up  and  told  them 
the  soldiers  was  coming,  and  they  all  disbanded  and  run  off. 
Question.  How  many  Ku-Klux  were  there  ? 
Answer.  I  reckon  there  was  pretty  nigh  a  hundred  of  them. 
Question.  Did  they  have  disguises  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  after  they  got  the  door  open  and  came  in  to  me,  (I  was  stand- 
ing at  the  time,)  he  says,  "  Tell  me  something  about  this  shooting."  I  told  him  I  didn't 
know  anything  about  that ;  on  Sunday  night  I  was  at  home.  He  says,  *'  If  you  don't 
tell  me  I  will  blow  your  brains  out."  1  says,  ^'  Kill  me;  I  have  but  one  time  to  die,  and 
I  will  die  before  I  will  tell  a  lie.  You  can  shoot  me  down."  He  had  his  pistol  cocked 
in  my  face.  He  didn't  have  any  hat  on,  but  his  mask  over  his  face.  I  was  not  any 
more  scared  than  nothing.  If  he  had  killed  me  it  would  have  been  my  time  to  go,  I 
reckon,  but  they  couldn't  scare  me. 

Question.  About  that  time  the  soldiers  came  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  run  up  on  the  train.  They  tied  me  then,  and  the  rope  they 
had  to  hang  me  with  they  tied  me  with,  and  carried  me  down  to  the  soldiers,  and  gave 
me  up  to  the  soldiers  and  carried  me  to  Mr.  Van  Horn's  hotel,  and  they  asked,  "  What 
does  this  mean  ;  you  have  this  man  tied  ?"  They  said  "  We  took  him  up  on  suspicion ; 
we  don't  know  that  he  did  anything,  but  we  wanted  to  know."  He  says,  "That's  a 
pretty  way  to  do."  They  gave  me  up  to  the  soldiers,  and  they  went  off*.  That  was 
done  by  the  citizens  of  the  town.  The  Ku-Klux  had  run  off  with  the  disguises  on, 
and  were  gone. 
Question.  Did  you  stay  there  after  that  ? 

Ansiver.  They  sent  down  to  Bellefonte  andgot  Snodgrass — he  is  what  you  call  a  law- 
yer— and  he  pretended  it  would  not  do  to  have  a  trial,  and  they  sent  down  here  and 
got  the  officer — a  Yankee  officer— and  the  Yankee  officer  came,  and  they  wouldn't  have 
any  trial.  When  they  went  to  ^o  before  Mr.  Rice,  they  said,  "  You  had  better  drop  it ; 
we  don't  know  anything  he  has  (^one.''  I  said,  "  No ;  M  you  can  prove  anything  on  me, 
do  it.  You  took  me  up,  and  put,  me  in  the  block-house  and  nearly  froze  me,  and  now 
the  officer  has  come,  prove  it.  If  the  law  can  make  anything  off  of  me,  do  it."  Then  this 
Mr.  Burns  said,  "Lewis,  you  had  better  drop  it ;  they  are  willing  to  drop  it."  I  says,  "I 
am  not  willing  to  drop  it ;  carry  it  out." 

Question.  How  long  did  you  stay  there  after  that  ? 

Answer.  The  soldiers  came  in  that  night,  and  I  came  away  that  night ;  I  came  away 
with  them. 

Question   Have  you  been  there  since  ? 
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Answer.  I  went  up  there  two  weeks  ago  on  the  section,  loading  iron. 

Question.  Were  you  a  Union  soldier  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  Federal  Army? 

Answer.  I  belonged  to  the  Fortieth  U.  S.  Tennessee. 

Question.  What  did  the  Ku-Klux  say  to  you  about  your  having  been  a  Unioii soldier? 

Answer.  They  said  when  I  was  in  the  field  packing  my  gun  they  didn't  think  it 
would  be  their  time  next,  but  it  was  their  time  now. 

Question.  Did  they  call  you  a  radical,  or  accuse  you  of  being  a  republican? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUpn.  Did  they  tell  you  whb  they  wanted  you  to  vote  for  ? 

Answer.  They  tried  hard  to  get  me  to  vote  for  Seymour  and  Blair,  but  never  could 
get  me  to  do  it.     They  had  that  against  me  at  Stevenson. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  in  this  Ku-Klux  Klan  when  they  came  to  see  you  ? 

Answer.  Only  three.  They  came  on  horses  with  the  horses  wrapped  up  in  sheets  oi 
something  of  the  sort.  They  were  wrapped  up  all  in  white,  and  they  came  to  my  gate. 
I  was  sitting  down.  I  had  just  come  off  the  road  and  was  eating  supper,  and  some  one 
holloed  very  rapid,  "  Hillo ! "  I  said  to  tny  wife,  "  Who  is  that  holloing  at  me ;  no- 
body has  no  business  with  me  at  home."  I  went  to  the  door  and  peeked  through  a  hole, 
and  saw  it  was  a  Ku-Klux.  He  had  on  a  high  hat  sitting  on  the  horse.  I  said,  "  Sally, 
it's  Ku-Klux."  He  says,  *'  Come  out  here.  We  want  to  talk  with  you."  I  said,  '^  I  am 
not  coming  out  there.  I  have  no  business  with  you."  He  says,  ''  I'll  shoot  you,"  and 
he  jumped  down  off  his  horse.  I  said,  '^  If  you  come  into  my  house  you  will  not  go  out," 
and  I  hustled  about  as  though  I  was  getting  something,  and  he  rode  off,  and  shot  when 
he  got  off  a  piece.    As  he  rode  off  I  shot  at  him. 

Question.  How  long  was  it  before  they  came  again  ? 

Answer.  This  was  on  Friday,  and  the  next  time  they  fixed  up  Saturday  evening. 

Question.  How  many  came  ? 

Answer.  About  twenty-five.  They  came  bellowing  just  like  bulls.  I  ran  out  and 
heard  them  coming  and  bellowing  around  the  fence.  I  says,  '^  Sally,  yonder  comes  the 
Ku-Klux,  about  twenty-five  of  them,"  and  I  ran  in  the  house  and  bolted  the  door,  and 
had  my  pistol  all  loaded  six  times,  and  I  had  a  hole  to  shoot  at  them,  and  my  wife 
says,  "  Jackson,  don't  shoot  them ;  they  are  too  many  ;  they'll  overpower  you  and  kill 
you,"  and  I  wouldn't  shoot.  I  saw  that  if  I  staid  in  the  house  th6y  would  get  me 
anyhow.  I  had  a  window  at  the  back  part  of  my  house,  and  jumped  out  and  started, 
and  as  I  started  over  the  fence,  he  says,  "  W^here  are  you  going!"  I  says,  ^* I  am  going 
about  my  business.  I  can't  stay  at  home.  "  He  says,  "You  have  got  to  come  down 
with  us  in  the  woods."  I  says, ''  What  do  you  want  of  me  there?  I  have  done  noiih- 
iug."  He  says,  "  We  want  to  talk  to  you ;  we  are  not  going  to  hurt  you ;  we  want 
to  give  you  good  advice."  I  had  my  gate  locked,  and  they  couldn't  get  in  my  yard. 
It  was  paled  in,  and  this  man  got  in  the  yard  pulling  off'  a  paling.  He  says,  "  Go  and 
unlock  that  gate,  and  come  on  with  us."  I  was  sidling  along  as  though  I  was  going  to  that 
gate,  and  I  got  to  the  garden  gate  and  jumped  through,  and  took  off  through  the  garden 
as  hard  as  I  could  run.  My  wife  is  pretty  brave.  She  says,  "  I  am  going  down  to 
Stevenson,  now,  to  see  how  many  is  out  of  Stevenson;  going  around  to  every  place," 
and  as  soon  as  she  said  that,  they  all  broke  off  and  run  over  toward  Stevenson,  and  I  was 
running  too,  at  the  same  time,  the  other  way.  I  thought  they  were  after  me,  and  you 
never  saw  any  one  in  your  life  go  for  it  like  I  did  when  they  were  leaving. 

Question.  Were  they  on  horseback  ? 

Answet\  No,  sir ;  they  were  walking  every  one  of  them.  I  reckon  they  were.  I  was 
scared  nearly  to  death.  I  went  off'  and  went  clear  to  Chattanooga ;  I  walked  all  th^ 
way. 

Question.  How  far  is  it  from  Stevenson  to  Huntsville  ? 

Answer.  I  walked  to  Chattanooga. 

Question.  You  were  living  at  Stevenson  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  is  Stevenson  from  here  ? 

Answer.  1  have  no  idea. 

Question.  What  county  is  that  in  ? 

Answer.  Jackson  County,  Alabama.    I  belieVe  it  is  called  seventy-five  miles. 

Question.  Have  the  Ku-Klux  ever  disturbed  you  since  ? 

Ansivcr.  Not  since  I  came  away  from  there.     I  have  been  getting  along  very  well. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  vote  up  there  ? 

Answet\  I  voted  for  Grant.  I  never  has  voted  no  other  ticket  since  I  has  been  free 
but  the  radical  ticket.  I  never  expect  to  vote  for  a  democrat  while  I  live.  I  can't 
help  what  they  do.    If  they  kill  me,  I  never  expect  to  vote  any  other  way. 
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HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  14, 1871. 
ENOCH  ALLDREDGE  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairiman.  As  this  witness  is  called  by  the  minority,  I  will  request  General 
Blair  to  conduct  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  In  Blount  County,  in  this  State. 

Question.  In  what  portion  of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  It  is  six  miles  beyond  Summit ;  it  is  four  to  BrookesviUe,  and  two  beyond 
that. 

Qu^tion.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  lived  in  the  vicinity  and  near  BrookesviUe  until  last  year  for  thirty 
years.  I  have  lived  in  the  county,  with  the  exception  of  eight  months,  ever  sinee  De- 
cember, 1816.    I  was  quite  a  child  when  1  came  in. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  held  any  public  position  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  held  some  little  public  offices  in  my  time. 

Question.  What  were  they  ? 

Answer.  Various  little  things. 

Qiiestion.  Member  of  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  a  representative  in  the  legislature  at  different  times. 

Question.  For  how  many  years  ? 

Answer.  I  have  held  a  seat  in  the  legislature,  or  occupied  a  seat  there,  twenty-two 
times  in  my  life,  and  I  have  held  other  little  offices  under  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Shapard  ? 

Answer.  I  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  William  Shapard.  He  is  called  Bhepherd. 
I  do  not  know  how  he  spells  his  name. 

Question.  The  same  man  who  has  been  testifying  before  this  committee  here  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so;  I  do  not  know  any  other  man  in  the  county  by  that  name. 
The  man  I  know  is  an  old-like,  tallish  man,  grayer  than  I  am,  but  perhaps  not  older. 

Question.  What  is  his  character  ? 

Ansioer.  Well,  his  character  is,  as  a  general  thing  in  the  country — we  have  not  lived 
far  apart  a  great  deal  of  our  time,  and  do  not  now  ;  it  is  only  five  or  six  or  seven  miles 
— ^is  not  reliable  for  veracity  or  fairness  at  all.  I  do  not  think  that  he  is  charged  with 
stealing  things,  but  he  is  charged  with  being  a  meddlesome,  vindictive,  mischief-mak- 
ing kind  of  a  man,  and  pretty  artful  in  it,  too. 

Question.  From  all  you  know  of  him  and  his  reputation,  would  you  believe  him  on 
his  oath  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not,  sir ;  I  regret  to  have  it  to  say. 

Question.  Is  that  his  reputation  in  the  country  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon,  sir,  that  that  could  be  proved  by  many  a  one.  That  statement 
V^ould  be  made  here,  if  they  were  ordered.  It  is  generally  understood  that  Shaphard 
was  a  very  unreliable  man,  and  one  that  men  would  not  trust  in  a  court  of  justice  as  a 
"witness. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Horton  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  several  of  that  name. 

Question.  Samuel  Horton ;  an  old  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  his  character  ? 

Answer.  His  character  is  not  as  good  as  the  other  man's,  scarcely.  He  is  thought  to 
be  as  unreliable  as  to  veracity  on  oath,  or  otherwise,  as  the  other  could  be,  and  then 
he  stands  implicated  as  meddling  with  other  people's  property,  slightly. 

Question.  How? 

Answ€ft\  Well,  stealing  hogs.  I  do  not  charge  the  old  man  with  it.  I  know  nothing 
about  it  myself. 

Question.  That  is  his  reputation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  in  a  legal  sense,  personally,  I  cantiot  tell  you  anything  about 
that.  I  never  saw  the  old  man  do  anything  wrong ;  but  he  is  a  very  unreliable  man, 
I  know. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  in  regard  to  a  certain  child  of  young  Horton's, 
that  was  said  to  have  been  exposed  at  a  camp  ground,  at  Gum  Grove  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  it  said  there  were  men  there  who  were  supposed  to  be  dis- 
guised^ who  fired  off  gulas  that  night,  and  frightened  the  congregation  to  some  extent, 
and  there  was  a  lady  there  that  when  her  child  was  born  it  was  very  deformed,  and  had 
long  ears,  and  a  hood,  and  things  like  a  Ku-Klux  dress ;  something  in  that  form.  The 
child  was  born,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  neighborhood  talk  about  that.  I  heard 
trwo  ladies  speaking  about  it,  a  Mrs.  Stewart  and  a  Mrs.  Hall.  They  said  they  went  to 
see  the  lady  herself,  and  particularly  to  see  the  child,  and  they  said  it  was  all  a  lie ; 
that  it  was  a  proper  child.  That  is  hearsay  again  ;  I  know  nothing  about  that  child. 
I  really  do  not  know  whether  it  is  dead  or  alive,  but  t  think  it  is  dead. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  did  they  say  they  saw  the  child  ? 

Answer.  At  Hortoii's.  They  went  there  on  purpose,  directly  after  it  was  born.  As  to 
the  truth  of  what  they  said,  I  know  nothing  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  they  reputable  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  stand  fair,  I  believe,  as  laddies  generally  do  that  behave  them- 
selves, in  our  country. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  one  state  that  it  was  deformed  1 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  the  neighborhood  rumor.  I  did  not  hear  any  one  say  they  had 
seen  it,  if  it  was  really  deformed.  I  heard  these  ladies  say  th^  did  see  it,  and  it  was 
a  proper  child.    That  was  the  very  language  they  used. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything,  or  have  you  heard  anything,  of  any  Ku-Klux  over 
in  that  country  ? 

Answer'.  Last  winter  was  a  year,  lean  state  in  a  legal  sense,  may  be,  I  saw  a  squad  of 
men  that  were  disguised ;  one  I  know  was;  I  invited  him  down ;  they  called  at  my 
gate ;  my  son  and  me  were  living  together ;  it  was  a  moonshiny  night ;  it  was  early 
in  the  night ;  we  had  not  gone  to  bed  ;  and  one  of  them  said  he  'would  gefc  down  and 
come  in,  and  he  did  get  down  and  talk  foolishness  awhile,  and  the  others  staid  out 
and  did  not  get  off  of  their  horses;  they  assembled  under  a  large  tree  that  had  no 
leaves  on,  but  the  top  dimmed  the  moonlight,  and  I  could  not  see  them  very  distinctly ; 
but  I  then  thought,  and  think  still,  that  they  were  disguised  men.  As  to  hearing  of 
men  of  that  sort  doing  anything  in  the  country,  or  committing  anything  like  a  raid  or 
anything  of  the  kind,  I  have  not  heard  anything  of  that  for  some  time,  not  perhaps 
within  this  yeaT  ;  may  be,  the  first  part  of  the  year  there  may  have  been  something  of 
the  kind  that  I  heard  of;  I  think,  may  be,  there  was  one  little  one  that  was  charged  as 
being  men  who  were  playing  off  upon  Ku-Klux,  but  that  I  know  nothing  about  more 
than  I  heard  the  rumor  in  the  country. 

Question.  Is  there  any  difficulty  in  executing  the  law  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  any  that  I  know  of;  I  have  been  at  all  of  the  courts. 

Question.  Is  there  peace  and  good  order,  generally,  among  your  people  ? 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  peace  and  good  order,  and  more  industry  and  energy  and  enterprise 
being  used  there  than  ever  before,  and  my  oi)iuion  is,  and  I  get  it  from  exchanging 
opinions  with  gentlemen  all  over  the  country,  without  distinction,  that  all  good  men 
want  law  and  order,  and  they  are  determined  to  have  it  if  they  can  get  the  adminis- 
trators of  law  to  discharge  their  duties,  and  I  think  they  are  faithful  in  their  offices. 

Question.  Is  it  true  that  Horton  was  driven  out  of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  true — but  that  is  a  matter  of  public  record — that  he  engaged 
in  one  of  these  anti-Ku-Klux  raids,  and  was  presented  and  indicted,  and  he  ran  away. 

Question.  An  anti-Ku-Klux  raid  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  about  that. 

Question.  What  did  he  do  ? 

Answer.  He  went  around  to  as  good  men  as  there  are  in  the  county — I  suppose  from 
what  I  heard,  for  I  did  not  see  the  raid,  there  were  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  of 
them — and  gave  these  men  their  time  to  leave,  or  that  they  would  hang  them.  They 
did  not  go.  Well,  Horton  was  one  among  others  who  were  identified  and  indicted 
by  the  grand  jury  ;  he  gave  bail  to  the  amount  of  $200,  and  put  property  in  the  hands 
of  his  securities,  and  run  away,  and  they  have  paid  it  out,  I  reckon,  and  the  case  is 
thrown  out  of  court  and  he  has  come  back  again. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Isaac  M*.  Berry  ? 

Ans^ver.  I  know  nothing  derogatory  to  his  private  character  as  a  gentleman. 

Question.  Was  he  on  that  raid  with  Horton  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  I  do  not  think  he  was  charged  with  that. 

Question.  He  said  here,  in  his  testimony,  that  the  others  in  his  neighborhood  deter- 
mined to  go  around,  and  did  gather  up  a  band  of  men,  and  went  around  to  the  houses 
of  parties  that  he  suspected  of  being  Ku-Klux,  and  who  were  threatening  him  and 
others.  One  person  he  mentioned  by  the  name  of  Judge  Charlton.  He  said  that  the 
Ku-Klux  had  threatened  Charlton,  and  had  threatened  him,  and  he  and  a  number  of 
other  parties  went  around  and  notified  these  suspected  parties  that  they  would  be 
dealt  with  if  they  did  not  stop  these  raids.  Was  that  the  anti-Ku-Klux  raid  you 
refer  to  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  to  Berry  being  in  that  raid  ;  as  to  going  around  at  any 
other  time,  I  never  heard  of  it;  he  might  have  been  in  it  for  ail  I  know. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Anstver.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not ;  not  with  robes,  I  iMiderstojpdj  or 
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anything  of  the  kind,  but  with  the  worst  clothes  they  could  get ;  different  suits  from 
what  they  usually  wore. 

Question.  Did  they  cover  their  faces? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  to  that. 

Question.  You  say  there,  was  no  other  raid  ? 

Answer.  No  other  anti-Ku-Khix  raid  made  in  that  section  that  I  ever  heard  of  except 
that  one,  and  if  he  went  around  at  all  it  was  with  them. 

Question.  He  said  that  they  notified  these  persons  that  they  must  stop  Ku-Kluxing. 
You  say  that  they  notified  persons  in  that  country  that  they  must  quit  the  country  ? 

Anstier.  Quit  the  country  or  they  would  hang  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
QMes^ioti.  How  do  you  know  that  they  did  that  ? 

Answe/)\  Only  by  hearsay.  I  heard  different  men  that  got  the  notification  say  so — 
three  or  four  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  And  this  was  the  affair  for  which  Horton  was  indicted  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  would  not  have  run  away  if  he  had  simply,  in  this  anti-Ku-Klux  raid, 
notified  these  parties  that  they  must  behave  themselves  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not  think  I  would  run  away  for  that. 

Question.  That  would  not  be  an  offense  for  which  a  man  could  be  indicted  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  he  was  identified  as  one  of  the  party  by  these  gentlemen  who 
were  notified.  I  heard  three  or  four  of  them  say,  at  different  times,  that  they  were 
notified  to  leave  the  country  or  these  men  would  hang  them.  Whether  they  told  the 
truth  or  not  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Who  were  these  parties  who  told  you  ? 

Answer.  A  man  named  Stew:art,  and  a  man  named'Estes,  and  a  man  named  Barnett. 
Estes  slipped  out  of  a  back  door  and  laid  out  all  night.  The  old  lady  told  me  they 
ordered  them  to  step  out  and  see  their  force ;  that  they  were  going  to  overawe  every- 
body. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  ? 

Answe}\  I  suppose  twenty-five  or  thirty. 

Question.  Has  that  been  the  character  of  the  disturbances  in  that  region  of  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Feuds  between  individuals? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  bodies  of  men  of  that  kind  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  good  men  on  either  side  of  parties  would  coin- 
cide in  such  doings;  there  may  heve'  been  some  such  men;  I  do  not  know  ;  I  can  say, 
for  one,  that  I  was  always  a  law-abiding  man ;  if  I  do  not  like  the  laws  as  well  as  I 
could  wish  to  like  them,  I  always  seek  a  peaceable  remedy  and  try  to  have  them 
changed  the  first  chance  I  get ;  I  believe  that  is  the  prevailing  feeling  of  the  best  men 
in  our  country  there. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  feeling  prevails  with  a  large  majority  of  your  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  think  so  of  both  parties;  they  wajit  the  law  carried  out  to 
the  letter. 

Question.  Is  there  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  any  large  portion  of  the  people,  of 
either  party,  to  interrupt  or  disturb  the  others  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  in  my  opinion,  there  is  not. 

Question.  On  account  of  tbeir  political  belief? 

Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  Did  these  disturbances  arise  out  of  political  feeling  or  conflicts? 

Answer.  If  they  ever  have  I  do  not  know  it;  the  most  that  the  Ku-Klux  have  been 
complained  of  in  that  country,  first  and  last,  has  been  for  ridding  the  neighborhood  of 
notorious  thieves.  If  there  has  been ,  anybody  interfered  with  in  consequence  of 
political  opinion,  I  have  not  heard  of  it. 

Question.  What  is  the  political  faith  of  this  man  Horton  and  this  Shapard? 

Answer.  They  are  both  republicans,  I  believe,  sir. 

Question.  Is  Horton's  son  also  a  republican  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  Horton^s  son  being  Ku-Kluxed  ^nd  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  heard  of  that. 

Question.  W^hy  was  he  whipped  ? 

Answer.  That  was  on  the  road  from  here  to  Blountsville ;  he  lived  upon  it,  and,  I 
iuppose,  it  was  close  there  somewhere.  It  is  five  miles  this  side  of  Blountsville,  six 
miles,  or  something  like  that,  beyond  Summit ;  I  suppose  that  some  gentlemen  in  this 
country  know  something  about  it,  but  you  gentlemen  do  not;  it  is  on  the  road  leacling  to 
Tuscaloosa. 
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Question.  Why  was  lie  Ku-Kluxed  or  vdiipped  ? 

Answer.  He  had  married  a  widow,  and  he  treated  the  children  mighty  badly ;  that 
was  the  cause  alleged ;  that  is  what  he  told  me  ;  that  the  Ku-Klux  told  him  that  it  was 
in  consequence  of  the  treatment  of  these  step-children.  If  a  man  whipped  his  wife  he 
was  mighty  apt  to  he  hauled  over  the  coals  about  it,  and  I  do  not  remember  of  hearing 
but  one  instance  of  that,  and  that  was  a  rumor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  a  man  was  whipped  by  the  Ku-Klux  for  having  whipped  his  wife  ? 
Answer.  W^here  a  man  whipped  his  wife  these  men  were  apt  to  deal  with  him. 
Question.  Do  you  recollect  an  instance  of  that  kind'/ 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  and  but  one  ;  and  I  do  not  remember  who  he  was,  but  I  think  thero 
was  such  a  case. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  you  know  James  Horton,  another  son  ? 

Anmver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  living  or  dead  ? 

Answer.  He  is  dead,  I  think,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  live  near  you  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  lived  within  six  or  seven  miles. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped  ? 

Ansiver.  If  he  was  I  never  heard  it ;  it  escaped  my  memory  if  I  did  hear  it.  I  do  not 
remember  about  it.  I  believe  his  name  was  James  that  died.  There  were  two  of  the 
boys  ;  maybe  it  was  him  that  was  whipped  about  that  child  ;  it  was,  I  think,  or  said 
to  be. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  think  James  was  the  one  who  is  now  said  to  be  dead  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  W^hat  is  the  other  Horton's  name  ? 
Ansiver.  Basil ;  they  call  him  Bass  ;  I  reckon  his  name  must  be  Basil. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  was  whipped  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  There  must  have  been  a  Ku-Klux  order  before  an  an ti-Ku-Klux  order  could 
have  sprung  up  there  ? 

Ansiver.  There  is  this  about  that :  I  cannot  tell  you  anything  more  about  se'eing  Ku- 
Klux  except  that  one  time,  but  it  is  a  fact  notorious  that  no  man  that  has  any  self- 
respect  would  deny  that  the  strong  probability  was  that  there  was  such  an  order  some- 
where. 

Question.  Known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  that  is  true,  but  I  cannot  state  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  I  am  asking  for  your  information.  At  what  time  did  this  anti-Ku-Klux  or- 
ganization spring  up  ? 

Answer.  That  raid  was  made  this  fall  was  a  year  ago,  I  think ;  somewhere  there. 

Question.  You  understood  it  was  got  up  to  counteract  this  other  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  from  what  they  said,  and  the  first  trip  they  made  was  the 
one  I  alluded  to,  and  the  last  one  I  have  ever  heard  of. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  anti-Ku-Klux  order  embraced  men  of  both  political 
parties,  or  merely  of  one  political  party  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they  did  not  make  a  political  thing  of  it  over  there,  or  if  they  did, 
rumor  was  wrong,  for  they  dealt  more  with  bad  democrats  than  anybody  else. 

Question.  The  anti-Ku-Klux  did  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  Ku-Klux  did.  As  to  this  little  raid  of  the  anti-Ku-Klux,  I  do 
not  know  anything  more  of  their  object  except  from  these  men  I  heard  speak  of  it, 
whom  they  gave  their  orders  to  leave.    They  were  democrats. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  republican  belonging  to  the  Ku-Klux  order  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I. do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  of  any  man  in  particular  belong- 
ing to  it,  for  I  do  not  know  any  of  them,  democrats  nor  anybody  else,  as  tc  whether 
they  wyre  radicals  or  democrats,  one  side  or  the  other. 

Question.  Were  they  reputed  at  one  time  to  be  riding  over  the  country  frequ'^'iitly  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Visiting  people? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Last  year  and  some  years  before  I  think  they  did.  /^^  _^^  _T  _^ 
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QuesUon.  What  wsi>s  the  character  of  the  acts  of  violence  that  they  were  said  to 
have  committed  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  commit  anything  more  than  I  have  Ibreen  telling  you.  A  man 
that  whipped  his  wife,  they  didn^t  care  who  he  was,  they  dressed  him  up  some,  it  was 
said;  and  if  a  man  was  a  notorious  thief  and  did  not  let  his  neighbors'  property  alone 
they  were  after  him. 

Question.  How  many  instances  did  you  hear,  from  first  to  last,  where  the  Ku-KJux 
had  undertaken  to  vindicate  the  law  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

Question.  A  dozen,  fifteen,  or  twenty  ? 

Answ&r.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  many ;  they  fiequently  rode  about  there ;  I  could 
hear  of  them,  but  nothing  was  said  or  done  to  anybody  disrespectful.  Sometimes  I 
would  hear  that  they  had  done  some  violence  to  some  person. 

Question.  When  did  you  hear  of  the  first  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  in  the  winter  season  of  1869 — 1868  or  1869. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  them  before  the  presidential  election  in  1868 1 

Ansiver.  I  am  not  certain  that  I  did. 

Question.  You  think  it  was  after  that  ? 

Answer.  After  that,  if  there  was  such  a  thing  in  our  country.  We  heard  of  their 
being  such  a  thing  exhibiting  itself  in  other  countries  through  the  newspapers,  but 
there  I  don't  think  they  did. 

Question.  You  belong  to  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  been  repeatedly  trusted  by  that  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Sent  by  that  party  to  the  legislature  for  twenty-two  years  f 

Ansiver.  For  twenty- two  sessions. 

Question.  You  have  been  elected  by  that  party  to  other  offices  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  party  feeling  in  your  county  been  pretty  strong  since  the  war  I 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  scalawags  up  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  nobody  that  we  call  a  scalawag. 

Que8lio7i.  All  the  white  men  up  there  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  calculation  is  now  that  there  are  two  hundred  and  the  rise 
of  what  they  call  there  radical  votes  in  the  county. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  White  men  ? 

Ansiver.  White  men ;  good  citizens,  some  of  them ;  some  of  them  are  my  neighbors; 
One  was  at  my  house  yesterday. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Any  of  them  from  the  North  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  any  northern  people  have  settled  there.  I  do  not  re- 
member any. 

Question.  Is  there  any  prejudice  felt  against  the  white  men  who  vote  the  republican 
ticket  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  know  of;  there  is  not  at  my  box,  Brooksville.  We  meet  and  vote 
our  sentiments,  and  are  all  friends.  We  help  one  another  in  our  neighborhood  transac- 
tions in  the  back  country,  raising  houses,  &c. 

Question.  Are  there  many  colored  people  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  very  few. 

Question.  Is  that  a  hilly  or  mountainous  country  ? 

AnswefT.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  raise  much  cotton? 

Answer.  They  raise  right  smart  of  cotton.  They  have  some  good  valleys,  and  the 
mountain  land  beats  anything  you  ever  saw  for  poor  land  if  it  is  manured.  In  the 
adjf/ining  beat  there  are  a  good  many  negroes  ;  that  is  away  from  there. 

Question.  You  never  heard  stealing  alleged  against  Shaphard  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Has  he  the  reputation  of  being  an  honest  man  as  to  that  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  as  to  laying  his  hands  on  other  men's  property,  he  is  not  charged 
with  that. 

Question.  But  he  is  thought  to  be  unscrupulous  as  to  matters  aifec^ng  his  i)arty  organ- 
ization ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  to  that. 

Question.  Has  he  not  been  something  of  a  politician  ? 

Answer.  He  would  make  you  and  me  believe  that  thing,  but  he  has  never  held  an 
office. 
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Question.  Has  he  not  talked  politics  ? 

Ansrjer.  He  talks  a  great  deal. 

Question,  Has  he  not  made  himself  offensive  to  his  neighbors  by  that]? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  did,  but  he  is  an  awful  mischief-maker,  annoying 
people.  That  man  has  done  more  to  get  up  strife  and  tried  to  keep  it  up  than,  any 
other  man  in  the  county. 

Question.  If  he  were  swearing  upon  a  matter  where  he  had  no  interest  one  way  or 
the  other,  or  where  he  had  as  much  motive  for  telling  the  truth  as  for  telling  a  false- 
hood, would  you  believe  him  ? 

Answei'.  He  might  accidentally  tell  the  truth  if  he  wanted,  but  if  he  didn^t  want  to 
he  wouldn^t.  I  say  that,  because  I  heard  him  swear  a  mighty  bad  falsehood  one  day, 
and  a  whole  crowd  heard  him. 

Question.  In  court? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  swear  against  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  are  ©n  good  terms. 

Question.  You  never  had  any  trouble  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  no  unkind  feelings. 

Question.  Did  you  know  you  were  sent  for  to  come  down  here  to  impeach  old  man 
Shaphard  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  also  been  on  friendly  tferms  with  Mr.  Horton  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  him  testify  in  a  court  of  justice  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  him  do  the  same  thing  the  same  day ;  him  and  Shapard  both 
swore  false. 

Question.  Did  they  have  a  lawsuit? 

Answer.  Shapard  had  sued  Horton  and  Horton  had  offsets. 

Question.  Were  you  a  juror? 

Artswer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  A  witness? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  both  swore  a  lie  t 

Ansiver.  The  crowd  knew  that. 

Question.  How  did  the  crowd  know  that? 

Answer.  The  justice  of  the  peace  cross-examined  them  until  the  thing  showed  itself. 

Question.  Were  they  indicted  for  perjury  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  the  difdculty  in  our  county  ;  crime  is  let  go  too  loose. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  trouble  between  them  ? 

Answer.  That  was  last  year,  I  think,  some  time. 

Question.  That  was  the  time  you  became  satisfied  that  neither  of  them  was  to  be 
believed  under  oath  ? 

Answer.  I  had  had  no  confidence  in  them  before  that  as  gentlemen  of  veracity. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  alleged  against  Basil  Horton  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Is  he  a  decent  young  man  ? 

Ansiver.  So  far  as  I  know,  he  is  an  unsophisticated  man,  almost  a  child  in  regard  to 
acquirements. 

Question.  You  would  not  hesitate  to  believe  him  if  he  testified  ? 

Answer.  I  would  not  impeach  him. 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  anything  against  his  honesty  or  truth  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  not.      I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Question.  You  are  pretty  well  informed  about  matters  in  your  county  or  in  your 
neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  I  used  to  think  I  was. 

Question.  Are  you  now  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  am. 

Question.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  county  courts  and  circuit  courts  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  circuit  court  all  the  time,  as  a  general  thing. 

Question.  Are  you  frequently  upon  juries  ? 

Answer.  1  have  not  been  upon  a  jury  since  the  surrender. 

Question.  Do  you  go  there  as  a  witness,  or  a  looker-on  ? 

Answer.  As  a  witness,  sometimes,  and  a  looker-on. 

Question.  You  like  the  excitement,  of  course  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  but  I  think  this :  I  have  been  treated  mighty  kindly  by  these  peo- 
ple. .  I  have  retired  now  from  all  these  effective  scenes  of  public  life  and  I  like  to  meet 
my  old  friends. 

Question.  So  you  go  up  on  court-day  ? 

Answer.,  Yes,  sir ;  I  used  to  be  mighty  friendly,  as  candidates  always  wei^,  and  they 
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would  laugh  at  me,  and  say  it  would  not  be  so  if  I  was  not  a  candidate,  and  now  I 
meet  them  more  friendly  than  ever. 

Question.  You  go  to  shake  hands  with  them  ? 

J/iiszver.  Yes,  sir ;  and  pass  a  social  minute  or  two. 

Question.  Do  jou  know  whether  any  of  these  men  that  were  said  to  be  Ku-Klux,  or 
engaged  in  that  organization  and  in  its  depredations,  have  been  brought  to  justice  in 
Blount  County  ? 

Ansiver,  No,  sir  ;  if  there  was  ever  one  indicted  I  have  not  heard  of  it,  but  if  there 
was  any  effort  to  ferret  it  ont,  as  a  matter  of  course,  I  would  not  know  of  that,  for  I 
have  not  been  on  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  This  Captain  Berry  was  a  man  of  good  repute,  was  he  not  ? 

Answe7\  Yes,  sir.    I  have  known  him  from  a  child. 

Question.  A  man  that  attends  to  his  own  business  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  his  duty  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  until  he  quit.  He  quit  like  some  of  us.  He  was  badly  treated,  and 
killed  a  man  about  it.    I  didn't  much  blame  him  for  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Which  side  was  he  on  ? 

Answer.  Berry  went  out  on  the  confederate  side  and  deserted,  and  laid  in  the  woods  a 
good  deal,  and  they  caught  him  a  time  or  two,  and  this  fellow  had  control  of  him  and 
treated  him  mighty  rough,  and  he  got  away,  and  he  did  do  it. 

Question.  When  did  he  kill  him  ? 

Answer.  During  the  war.   I  don't  remember  what  year. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  He  joined  the  Union  Army  afterward,  did  he  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not.  He  crossed  the  line — the  Tennessee 
River  ;  we  call  that  the  line  ;  I  understood  he  did.    I  never  heard  him  say  so. 

Question.  He  is  a  man  whose  word  you  would  not  dispute  ? 

Answer.  If  Slarion  Berry  was  to  come  up  and  put  his  hand  on  the  Bible,  I  would  not 
impeach  him.     I  might,  if  I  thought  it  was  pretty  strong,  say  I  would  not  say  it. 

Question.  From  his  general  character,  is  he  a  man  of  veracity  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  would  not  doubt  his  truthfulness  ? 

AnswefT.  No,  sir.    His  course  and  profession  I  do  not  appreciate. 

Question.  That  is  to  say,  as  a  politician  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  entirely  as  such.  There  was  a  time  when  he  was  mighty  violent 
and  vindictive  ;  he  appeared  to  be  revengeful  on  that  question,  which  I  did  not  appre- 
ciate in  any  way  of  either  party. 

Question.  On  the  political  question  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  never  heard  of  Berry  being  charged  with  anything. 

Question.  You  have  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  bright  lights  of  the  democratic  party 
there,  and  an  expounder  of  its  principles  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  as  to  that. 

Question.  You  have  been  looked  up  to  as  a  leading  democrat  ? 

Answer.  I  have  always  had  friends  enough  to  send  me  to  the  legislature  when  I 
wanted  to  go. 

Question.  Have  not  your  democratic  neighbors  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  their  opin- 
ions from  you  a  good  deal  ? 

Ansiver.  Possibly  they  have ;  I  do  not  know.  I  always  thought  it  was  bad  sense  for 
them  to  look  on  me  as  a  leader. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  Berry  first  joined  the  confederate  service  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  volunteered  into  it,  and  was  very  forward  in  it,  and  abused  men 
that  did  not  volunteer  as  readily  as  he  did.    After  awhile  he  quit  with  them. 

Question.  Got  tired  and  quit  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  joined  the  other  army  or  not,  then  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  I  heard  he  did,  and  I  heard  that  he  did  act  as  a  scout  on  that  side 
of  the  river  some,  but  whether  that  is  true  or  not,  I  do  not  know.  He  came  back  fre- 
quently after  he  came  over  here  during  the  war.  He  came  across  the  river  to  this 
mountain  country,  and  laid  up  from  a  littler  below  where  I  crossed  clear  on  to  where  he 
lives,  or  did  live  then.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  woods,  and  he  could  go  home 
without  seeing  a  man,  without  he  accideutly  staggered  on  one  in  the  woods.  I  am  not 
certain  as  to  whether  I  heard  him  say  he  was  a  scout  or  not.    I  think,  however,  maybe 
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I  did  J  but  I  will  not  say  that  positively,  about  bis  having  belonged  to  the  Federal  Army 
after  he  belonged  to  the  confederate  army  or  not,  or  his  being  across  the  line  back 
again,  as  a  spy  or  a  scout,  for  I  do  not  remember  distinctly  ;  I  at  iirst  thought  I  did,  but 
my  mind  recurred  back  to  a  different  man. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 

Question.  After  the  war  was  there  a  great  deal  of  bitter  feeling  between  those  who 
had  served  in  the  Federal  Army  and  those  who  had  served  in  the  confederate  army  f 

Answer,  I  will  give  you  the  true  state  of  feeling  in  my  county  on  both  sides ;  there 
was  a  time,  directly  after  the  surrender,  when  these  gentlemen  who  differed  with  the 
South  with  reference  to  our  position,  and  had  most  generally  themselves  taken  sides 
with  the  coniederates  and  deserted,  undertook  to  run  over  aud  brow-beat  and  cut  up  a 
good  deal,  and  that  created  a  difficulty.  I  saw  that  with  my  own  eyes  twice,  and  I 
w^ent  among  them  and  advised  them,  the  best  I  could,  to  not  do  that  way  ;  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  it ;  that  the  war  was  over,  and  if  we  did  differ  once,  we  ought  not 
to  always  differ  about  it.  I  talked  to  them  in  that  way,  but  it  did  not  do  any  good 
until  there  was  some  difficulty.  The  opposite  party — the  confederate  soldiers — resented 
it,  and  they  would  have  resented  it  to  the  death,  if  they  had  not  quit ;  but  there  was 
no  harm  done  at  all.  They  did  quit  it,  and  they  all  became  friendly  and  clever  fellows 
together,  and  lived  together  in  peace. 

Question.  Did  Governor  Patton  once  or  twice  send  some  soldiers  up  in  your  county  ? 

Answe7\  No,  sir,  not  into  ours,  I  think.     I  know  he  did  not. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  of  a  man  being  taken  out  of  jail  in  Blountsville  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  James  Ketchum. 

Question.  Was  he  ever  tried  ? 

Answer.  O,  no.  I  don't  know  who  did  that,  but  I  do  not  remember  of  its  being 
charged  as  Ku-Khix.  He  was  taken  out.  He  had  murdered  a  man  in  very  cold  blood, 
and  was  put  in  jail,  and  was  taken  out  a  few  nights  afterward  and  shot. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  By  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  it  was  Ku-Klux  or  charged  on  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  was  taken  out  by  disguised  men? 

Ansivei\  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I  did.  1  know  that  the  impression  was  on  my 
mind  that  it  was  some  of  that  sort  of  men,  but  I  never  heard  anybody  say  so  that  I 
recollect  of. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  He  never  had  any  trial  ? 

Answer.  O,  no. 

Question.  Did  they  break  open  the  jail  ? 

Ansujer.  Seems  to  me  that  they  made  the  jailor  give  up  the  key.  They  may  have 
been  disguised,  and  probably  were,  but  I  do  not  remember  of  bearing  it  charged  on 
them  at  all.    They  were  men  that  were  not  known  to  the  jailor. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  over  there  named  Thomas  Nation  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  good  standing  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  there  is  a  corrupter  man  on  e^^rth. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  his  being  whipped  or  injured  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  I  heard  of  his  being  whipped,  but  treated  worse  than 
that.  They  made  him — I  only  understood  now  ;  he  told  it  himself,  but  I  did  not  hear 
him  tell  it — they  made  him  straddle  a  female  black  across  his  neck  and  carry  her 
awhile,  and  then  made  her  get  down  and  him  kiss  the  other  end,  but  I  don't  know  how 
true  it  was  myself. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 
Question*  What  was  this  for  ? 
Answer,  He  is  the  most  violent  man  in  his  politics  you  ever  saw,  and  he  never  quits. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  He  is  a  radical  ? 

Answer.  The  worst  in  the  world.  The  radicals  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  such  a  man. 
To  my  mind  he  is  immoderate. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Were  these  disguised  men  who  treated  him  in  that  way  ? 
Answer.  I  understood  they  were. 

By  Ml.  Blair: 
Question.  What  was  the  offense  he  was  charged  with  having  committ^QQQTp 
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Answer.  Nothiug  but  his  social  equality  and  the  like.  He  was  all  over  that  way* 
They  ought  to  have  let  him  alone  about  it,  but  they  did  not  do  it,  I  suppose. 

By  Mr.  Eice  : 

Question.  Was  there  a  good  deal  of  crime — stealing,  &c. — going  on  in  Blount  Connty 
in  1868  and  1869? 

Answer.  There  was  some  more  than  usual,  perhaps.    I  speak  of  before  the  war. 

Question.  Was  there  any  trouble  in  executing  the  law  on  those  who  committed  crime  ? 

Answer.  Not  except  by  the  deficiency  of  our  jail,*  it  is  a  bad  one.  We  had  to  send 
some  here  sometimes. 

Question.  Was  there  any  difficulty  in  making  arrests  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  necessity  was  therefor  organizing  the  Ku-Kliix  ? 

Answer.  None,  sir,  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  No  necessity  for  punishing  offenders  in  that  way  ? 

Answer.  There  was  more  than  there  had  been. 

Question.  But  they  could  have  been  reached  by  the  law  ? 

Answer.  I  always  thought  that  if  a  man  ought  to  be  i^unished,  we  ought  to  be  able  to 
prove  the  crime  against  him  ;  but  there  was  some  thieving  and  plundering*,  and  some 
horse-stealing  going  on,  and  other  things  that  were  worse  than  it  was  before  the  war. 
But  now,  for  the  last  year  and  this  year,  I  do  not  see  but  what  we  are  about  as  honest 
a  people  as  we  used  to  be. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  radical  sheriff  by  the  name  of  Murphy  who  was  shot  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  shot  because  of  his  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  or  not.  I  was  in  Summit  the  very  morning  he 
was  killed,  and  left,  coming  here,  and  he  was  shot  that  day. 

Question.  Has  the  man  been  punished  who  shot  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  fled  justice,  and  went  to  parts  unknown. 

Question.  Was  he  indicted  ? 

Answer.  He  was,  I  understood. 

Question.  Were  any  efforts  made  to  secure  him  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  the  governor's  proclamation.  I  think  he  offered  a  reward 
for  him,  but  I  do  not  know  that  anybody  pursued  him. 

Question  You  rather  resented  the  idea  that  these  democrats  were  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  rather  wanted  to  leave  the  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  commit- 
tee that  I  did  not  know  about  that.  I  do  not  know,  for  I  do  not  know  a  man  charged 
with  being  a  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  charged  by  the  radicals  that  they  were  all  democrats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  Did  the  democrats  deny  it  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  them  all  deny  being  Ku-Klux  that  were  ever  charged  with  ft. 
I  have  heartl  of  men  being  charged  with  it  that  I  was  satisfied  were  innocent,  and  men 
that  probably  might  have  been  guilty,  but  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 
Question.  Was  the  order  supposed  to  be  composed  of  good  men  over  there  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.    I  have  no  opinion  to  express  about  that. 

By  the  Chaiuman  : 

Question.  Was  any  effort  made  by  the  democrats  to  put  down  that  order  while  it  was 
in  existence? 

Answer.  We  held  meetings  in  three  or  four  differenfc  places. 

Question.  When  ? 

Answer-.  In  1869, 1  think. 

Question,  What  did  you  do  at  those  meetings  ? 

Answer.  We  jiassed  a  resolution  disapproving  of  these  organizations. 

Question,  Were  these  meetings  of  the  people,  or  of  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer,  Of  the  whole  people.    This  Mr.  Berry  was  in  one  of  them. 

Question,  Was  that  after  the  anti-Ku-Klux  had  been  organized  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember.  I  think  it  was  before,  perhaps.  It  was  in  the  fall,  and 
that  was  later. 

Question,  Still,  the  Ku;Klux  did  not  disperse,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  organize 
a  counter  organization  in  order  to  stop  their  depredations  ? 

Answer,  That  might  have  been  their  motive  j  I  can't  tell. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  was  the  reason  alleged  for  this  killing  of  Murphy  t 
Answer,  The  reason  alleged  was  that  Murphy  indicated  him  as  being  a  Ku-Klux,  and 
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from  that  ill-feeling  got  np,  and  they  said  Murphy  began  the  affray  by  knocking  the 
other  man  down  with  his  fist.  He  was  a  very  stout  man  and  the  other  one  very  feeble, 
and  while  he  was  under  him,  he  got  his  pistol  out  and  shot  him. 

Question,  That  was  in  the  testimony  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  ? 
Answer,  No,  sir.    That  is  like  a  great  many  other  things  I  have  said. 

By  Mr.  Blair  ; 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  state  of  facts  contradicted  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  heard  the  man  tell  it  that  took  him  off  of  Murphy  affcer  he  had 
shot  Murphy.    He  is  living  there  yet. 

Question.  That  is  received  as  the  true  account  of  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  true  account  of  it  if  this  man  told  me  the  truth.  He  is 
a  man  named  George.  He  is  the  first  man  that  laid  hands  on  Sheriff  Murphy  after  he 
was  shot. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  did  the  man  run  off  for  ?  Why  was  he  indicted  for  murder  if  he  was 
lustifiable  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.    That  is  the  true  state  of  the  thing. 

Question,  But  he  was  indicted  for  murder  and  fled,  and  has  never  been  arrested  ? 

Answer,  He  fled  immediately. 

Question.  Was  he  indicted  for  murder  ? 

Answer.  They  indicted  him.  I  do  not  know  the  language  of  the  indictment.  I  un- 
derstood there  was  an  indictment  against  him  for  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  named  whether  it  was  for  murder  or  what  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  what  the  character  of  the  indictment  was,  but  I  understood 
the  grand  jury  found  a  bill. 

Question.  The  man  that  killed  Murphy  was  a  democrat  ? 

Answer,  I  suppose  he  was.    He  was  a  stranger  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Why  do  you  suppose  so  ? 

Answer.  Because  he  and  Murphy  would  not  have  fallen  out  about  Ku-KIuxing,  I 
reckon,  if  he  hadn^t  been. 


HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  October  14, 1871. 
SIR  DANIEL  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  I  live  in  this  place  at  this  time. 

Question.  Where  did  you  come  here  from  ? 

An»wGi\  I  came  from  Stevenson,  Alabama,  in  the  same  State  and  in  the  adjoining 
county  to  this. 

Question.  In  Jackson  County  ? 

Answer,  In  Jackson  County,  sixty  miles  from  here. 

Question,  When  did  you  leave  Stevenson  ? 

Answer.  The  3d  of  Mfu:ch,  1870. 

Question.  Have  you  been  living  here  ever  since  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QtLesticm,  What  was  your  reason  for  leaving  there? 

Answer.  I  will  tell  you  my  reason,  and  I  will  begin  at  the  first.  About  the  l^t  of 
January,  1869,  these  disguised  men  came  to  my  house*    My  wife 

Question.  Was  it  in  1869  or  1870? 

Answer,  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine.  I  heard  them  after  another  colored.man 
just  above  me,  that  lived  in  a  little  village  we  called  Avery,  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  east  of  Stevenson.  I  heard  them  after  this  colored  man,  telling  him  to  '^  Come 
out,  come  out."  I  got  up  and  stepped  to  the  door  and  looked  out,  and  I  saw  three  men, 
all  in  white,  and  the  horses  all  in  white,  and  I  heard  this  colored  man  speak.  His  name 
was  Lewis  Jackson.  I  heard  him  say,  "  What  do  you  want  with  me  ?"  They  said, 
*'Come  out  here;  we  want,4o  talk  to  you."  I  suppose  he  must  have  called  to  them 
through  the  crack  of  the  house.  He  told  them  he  would  not  come  out.  The  men  said, 
"  If  you  come  out  it  will  be  better  for  you."  At  this  time  I  began  to  see.  I  had  heard 
of  Ku-Klux,  biit  I  never  saw  any  before,  and  I  whispered  to  my  wife  that  the  Ku-Klux 
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was  np  yonder  after  Lewis  Jackson.  In  a  few  minutes  I  heard  them  firing  and  telling 
him  to  come  out.  They  fired,  I  think  it  was  twice,  two  rounds,  into  his  house,  three 
or  four  apiece,  and  they  told  him  to  come  out,  and  he  would  not,  and  then  they  came 
riding  on  to  my  house.  I  had  fastened  the  door  by  this  time.  My  wife  was  lying-in 
with  a  young  baby  two  days  old.  She  was  greatly  excited,  and  says,  ^'  What  are  you 
going  to  do?"  I  says, '^ I  don't  know  what  to  do!"  She  says,  "For  the  Lord's  sake 
don't  go  out,  or  I'll  die."  They  rode  right  up  to  my  house,  not  a  hundred  yards  off,  and 
says,  " Hilloa."  I  says,  " Yes,  sir."  He  says,  ^'Come  to  the  door."  I  says,  "Who's 
there  ?"  He  says,  "  Come  out  here  and  see  who  it  is."  I  says,  "  Gentlemen,  I  already 
see  who  it  is,  and  I  don't  want  to  come."  He  says,  "  It  will  be  better  for  you  to  come 
ou.t ;  we  want  to  talk  to  you ;  we  want  to  tell  you  all  about  it."  I  says,  "I  don't  want 
to  come  out ; "  and  I  says  to  my  wife,  "  Shall  I  go  out  ?"  She  cried,  and  said,  "  I  would 
rather  fight  them  than  go  out.  I  would  rather  if  I  was  a  man."  I  says,  "Gentlemen, 
every  man  in  this  community  knows  I  am  an  inoffensive  man,  and  don't  steal  or  trou- 
ble anybody  or  interfere  with  anybody,  and  everybody  knows  me  to  be  strictly  honest, 
or  if  I  am  not  they  don't  know  it."  I  says,  "  Gentlemen,  I  will  tell  you  the  truth  now. 
When  I  tell  you  men  anything,  I  mean  what  I  say.  I  say  I  won't  come  out,  and  if  you 
want  me,  you  will  have  to  come  and  take  me  at  your  own  risk.  You  will  have  to  kill 
me  ,*  but  if  you  will  not  interfere  with  me  I  wilfnot  interfere  with  you  ;  "  and  I  heard 
one  say,  "  Let's  go  off  and  let  him  alone,"  and  they  rode  off ;  and  as  they  rode  around 
the  lower  part  of  my  fence,  Lewis  Jackson  cameout  of  his  house  and  fired  on  these 
three  men.  Now,  they  had  fired  into  his  house  first  and  then  came  by  my  house,  and 
after  they  left  my  house  he  fired  into  these  three  men.  They  went  off  across  the  field. 
They  had  all  been,  before  that,  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  or  two  miles  up  the  railroad 
above  where  I  lived,  and  had  whipped  a  younger  brother  of  mine.  They  had  whipped 
him,  and  came  on  from  where  he  lived  to  where  I  lived  in  this  little  village.  Then 
they  went  off  in  the  same  direction  again  after  they  had  come  by  us.  From  that  time 
on,  from  about  the  last  of  January,  in  1869,  until  I  was  broken  up  there,  we  never 
saw  any  peace  at  all.  They  would  not  let  us  be  for  a  space  of  three  weeks  without 
coming  to  see  us. 

Question.  How  often  were  you  visited  by  disguised  men  ? 

Anstver.  I  couldn't  tell  how  often ;  it  was  so  often,  and  they  had  got  so  bold,  I 
couldn't  keep  count ;  but  they  came  once  in  the  day-time.  Two  of  them  rode  through 
our  little  village,  but  didn't  interfere  with  anybody.  They  stopped  and  talked  with  rae 
awhile ;  asked  for  my  account  of  a  colored  man,  a  very  brave  man,  named  Miles 
Prior.  I  told  them  I  thought  he  was  an  inofiensive  man,  but  a  very  brave  man ; 
that  I  thought  he  would  undertake  to  defend  himself  in  the  face  of  a  hundred  men ;  I 
thought  he  would  undertake  that.  They  said,  "  That  man  can't  live  here  much  longer ; 
he  had  better  go  away  from  here."  1  couldn't  tell  who  they  were,  for  they  were  dis- 
guised.   Now,  that  was  in  the  day-time. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Only  two. 

Question.  Were  they  on  horseback  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  walking.  At  another  time  they  came  out  to  the  village  after  that, 
and  came  to  burn  our  little  place.  I  was  in  Stevenson  when  they  were  going  to  burn 
it,  and  I  went  ahead  to  let  the  people  know  they  were  coming  to  burn  it.  I  was  there 
when  seven  Ku-Klux  came.  They  came  on  an  engine,  and  they  all  got  out.  They 
came  by  way  of  Bridgeport.  They  went  down,  and  went  into  several  stores  and  gro- 
ceries and  got  coal-oil.  They  were  going  to  burn  that  little  town  of  Avery.  I  heard 
it  whispered.  I  hated  to  have  everything  burned  up,  and  to  have  everybody  else 
burned  out,  and  so  I  wont  and  told  the  people  so  they  might  move  out.  This  man  Miles 
Prior  was  there,  a  very  brave  man.  He  is  living  at  Chattanooga  now,  and  is  as  brave 
a  man  as  I  ever  saw.  When  they  came  out  there,  seven  of  them  came,  and  I  reckoa 
they  were  three  hours  coming  there.  They  came  crawling  and  slipping  along,  and 
came  every  way  they  could  come ;  they  would  get  down  crawling  and  come  along. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  ? 

Anstver.  Only  seven. 

Question.  Had  they  disguises  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  seven  disguised  men. 

Question.  Were  they  on  foot  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  coming  across  the  field  from  Stevenson  out  to  our  little  village.  This 
Miles  Prior  says,  "  Let  them  come."  They  wanted  to  burn  the  school-house.  He 
says,  "  Fifty  men  couldn't  burn  the  school-house  and  let  me  live."  When  they  got 
within  about  two  hundred  yards,  Miles  Prior  he  pulled  off  his  coat  and  rolled  up  his 
sleeves,  and  began  to  laugh,  and  his  wife  began  to  cry,  and  told  him  to  try  to  get 
away,  that  they  were  coming.  He  said  he  didn't  care  ;  let 'em  come.  They  said  there 
were  five  hundred  of  them.  He  said  he  wasn't  afraid  of  them  ;  the  more  that  come 
the  more  he  could  kill.  There  was  only  four  besides  him  that  would  stand  with  him. 
It  was  day-time,  and  they  thought  there  were  so  many  coming  they  would  not  stay. 

Question.  How  many  families  were  there  in  that  village  ? 
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Answer.  About  seventy  people  in  the  village,  big  and  little^  young  and  old,  and 
tbey  almost  broke  it  up.    It  was  twenty  acres  of  land  there  that  we  bought. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Answer.  They  came  and  got  right  about  the  line,  and  there  was  a  fence  on  our  line, 
and  a  white  man  then 

Question.  No  matter  about  these  little  particulars. 

Anstver.  They  came  right  on  that  fence,  and  he  says,  "  Don^t  any  man  fire  until  they 
put  their  foot  over  the  fence."  They  came  right  up  to  the  fence,  and  they  said,  "  You 
high  man,  come  over  here  ;  we  want  to  see  you." 

Question.  Who  did  they  refer  to — Prior  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  was  a  very  tall,  stout  man,  and  a  very  brave  man.  Prior  told 
them  to  come  over  and  see  him ;  he  wanted  to  see  them.  They  staid  there  some  time ; 
anyhow,  it  was  about  2  o'clock  in  the  evening  when  they  left  and  went  back  to  Steven- 
son, and  didn't  burn  the  place. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  2  o'clock  in  the  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  the  afternoon.  They  went  back  to  Stevenson  without  burning 
the  place.  They  failed  to  burn  it.  They  would  come  out  then  other  nights.  They 
would  come  between  midnight  and  day  some  nights,  and  they  would  just  fire  on  the 
place,  and  have  everything,  you  know,  excited.  Sometimes  there  would  be  thirty  or 
forty  around  this  man's  house,  according  to  the  reports  given,  firing  in  the  house. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  into  Prior's  house  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Could  you  see  the  balls  the  next  day  ? 

J[itswer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  even  where  they  shot  clear  through  the  house.  It  was  a 
weather-boarded  house,  shanty  fashion.  They  shot  into  his  water-bucket,  and  the  Avater 
would  run  out ;  they  shot  the  posts  of  his  chairs  ;  they  tried  to  shoot  him  through  the 
house,  and  fired  one  time,  and  scalped  his  leg  just  across  the  skin,  but  didn't  hurt  him ; 
and  he  began  to  holler  for  the  boys  to  come  on,  as  if  he  had  a  big  crowd,  and  then  they 
all  jumped  up  and  went  out,  and  these  men  all  took  out  through  the  bushes  and  made 
their  escape. 

Question.  Were  they  mounted  or  on  foot  ? 

Answer.  They  must  have  been  on  foot]  we  couldn't  see  any  horse-tracks. 

Question.  Could  you  see  how  many  there  were  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  They  said, "  Boys,  come  back,  we  can  whip  them ;  there  is  thirty  of  us ; 
we  can  whip  them  ;  we  can  take  them  out  and  whip  them."  They  said  that.  I  don't 
know  whether  there  were  that  many,  but  the  report  of  the  guns  sounded  like  it.  The 
same  night  they  shot  an  old  colored  man  there. 

Question.  Where  ;  at  this  village  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  at  Avery. 

Question.  Did  they  shoot  him  in  his  house  ? 

Ansive7\  Yes,  sir  ;  they  shot  through  his  house,  and  shot  him,  and  the  bullet  struck 
his  wife  about  there,  [illustrating,]  on  the  left  shoulder. 

Question.  Did  it  kill  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  he  is  living  here  now.  They  all  came  here ;  or  what  didn't  come 
here  went  somewhere  else.    Miles  Prior  lives  at  Chattanooga  now. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Answer.  It  went  on  that  wav  up  to  the  last  of  February  of  last  vear. 

Question.  '70? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  1870. 

Question,  More  than  a  year  after  it  first  begun  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  over  a  year  after  it  begun.  Somebody,  on  a  Sunday  night,  goes  and 
shoots  into  two  citizens'  houses  in  this  little  village  of  Stevenson.  They  shot  into  the 
houses,  and  they  supposed,  you  know.  Miles  Prior  being  such  a  brave  man,  that  he 
was  at  the  head  of  this  thing,  because  he  was  such  a  brave  man  and  shot  into  these 
citizens'  houses  ;  that  was  Sunday  night,  and  Monday  morning  this  man.  Miles  Prior, 
went  into  Stevenson,  and  while  he  was  in  Stevenson  I  suppose  the  civil  authorities  got 
up  a  squad  of  men  to  go  after  Miles  Prior  and  surround  him,  and  undertake  to  take 
him,  and  he  ran  away  down  into  Crow  Creek  Valley,  in  the  bottom,  in  the  water.  When 
the  water  was  about  up  to  his  breast,  he  says  that  he  began  to  chill,  and  it  appeared 
to  be  chilling  his  heart  so  he  could  not  swim"  and  they  told  him  to  surrender  and  give 
up  his  arms.  He  had  a  pistol,  and  his  pistol  got  wet — or  the  ammunition  did.  As  he 
came  back — he  tells  this  himself,  and  others  do  ;  I  was  not  there — as  he  came  back, 
they  told  him  to  surrender  and  give  up  his  arms,  but  he  still  come  out  and  tried  to 
shoot  all  these  men — all  these  men  who  were  standing  on  the  water-side — and  he 
busted  the  caps  as  he  came  out,  and  they  shot  at  him,  and  he  turned  around  and 
threw  his  pistol  back  in  the  water ;  he  wouldn't  give  his  pistol  up.  They  then  took  him 
and  carried  him  on  and  put  him  in  prison.  It  was  very  cold.  He  had  his  wet  clothing 
on,  and  they  went  on  up  the  road  and  got  this  Jackson,  a  railroad  man,  and  then  they 
came  and  got  me,  and  put  me  in  there  as  a  prisoner.  They  said,  "You  consider  your- 
self our  prisoner."    I  said,  **  Very  well;  I  will  go  in ;  you  need  not  lock  the  door  on 
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me ;  I  will  go  in  there  and  stay  there  all  night,"  but  they  turned  the  lock  on  me.  Two 
men  had  taken  me  out,  and  they  asked  me  if  I  didn^t  know  anything  about  that  shoot- 
ing. I  saidj  "  Gentlemen,  I  am  going  to  be  honest  with  you.  Now,  I  am  a  man,  and 
I  like  to  defend  my  own  cause,  but  I  would  be  a  nice  man  to  think,  when  I  was  a  man 
born  and  brought  up  in  a  gospel  land,  that  I  would  shoot  into  houses  where  women 
and  children  were.  I  am  as  far  from  that  as  any  man  in  the  world,  gentlemen,  and  I 
would  not  participate  with  any  man  that  could  do  so,  and  if  I  had  known  Miles  Prior, 
as  you  say  he  did  it,  was  going  to  do  such  a  thing,  I  would  not  have  let  him  do  that  if 
it  was  in  my  power.  He  might  fight  you,  but  not  go  and  shoot  into  a  house  with 
innocent  women  and  children."  They  said  I  must  tell  a  better  tale  than  that,  or  my 
penalty  would  be  the  same  as  his.  Miles  Prior's,  and, says  he,  "■  That  will  be  death; 
that  will  be  death  ;  and  not  only  that,  but  we  are  going  to  stop  this  radical  business 
among  you  all."  I  says,  "  Gentlemen,  you  all  know  me.  I  work  for  my  living,  and 
don't  talk  politics,  but  I  am  an  honest  man  in  all  my  ways  and  doings,  but  as  far  as 
that  is  concerned,  you  can  never  stop  that  thing  in  the  world ;  it's  impossible."  He 
says,  "We  are  going  to  stop  it  with  you  niggers,  and  all  you  Grant  niggers  will  have 
to  leave  here  or  else  they  will  all  be  killed.  You  may  just  understand  that ;  you  must 
leave  here." 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  that  said  that  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Many  a  one  said  that  to  me. 

Question.  Who  are  they ;  give  their  names. 

Answei'.  I  will  give  you  the  names  of  two  of  the  men  that  talked  to  me  when  they 
had  me  out.  One  was  Henry  Bunn— he  was  one  of  the  men  that  took  me— Ran  Hatfield. 
They  imprisoned  me.  I  had  a  good  deal  of  property,  and  all  of  that  was  destroyed. 
I  had  to  get  right  away  from  there  at  once,  and  this  man  jumped  on  it,  and  said  it  was 
his,  and  another  says  it  was  his,  and  I  owed  him  $70,  and  so  I  lost  it.  I  don't  know 
exactly  how  many  cattle  I  had,  because  I  left  my  wife  to  take  care  of  the  cattle,  and 
my  sister  was  down  here  and  said  there  was  one  little  heifer  that  was  grown  to  be 
almost  a  cow  grown.  I  don't  know  how  many  I  had,  but  ten  or  twelve  head,  though. 
I  had  three  milk  cows  I  know. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  these  men  release  you  ? 

Ansiver.  No ;  they  put  me  back  in  the  prison.  Then  the  sun  was  about  an  hour  high. 
I  was  very  cold.  It  was  right  on  the  ground  ;  it  was  a  bad  underground  place — one 
of  these  stockades.  Some  of  them  come  up  around  there,  and  I  sent  word  to  my  wife 
to  bring  bed-clothes,  and  she  brought  a  blanket,  and  they  wouldn't  let  me  have  the 
blanket  in,  and  so  we  had  to  lay  on  the  ground  until  I  got  chilled  through.  It 
seemed  to  me  I  was  chilled  clear  through,  and  I  have  had  a  pain  in  my  left  side  ever 
since  that  time. 

Question.  When  were  you  released  from  prison  ? 

Ansive7\  I  was  released — they  came  about  9  o'clock,  and  they  whined  around  the 
door.  They  had  all  the  place  illuminated  with  caudles ;  we  could  see  them.  We  could 
only  see  disguised  men  through  the  port-holes,  and  they  began  to  carry  on  like  dogs, 
whining  and  growling  and  doing  everything  of  the  kind,  and  rapping  at  the  door. 
That  was  between  9  and  10  o'clock.  I  will  tell  the  truth  anywhere  about  that.  I  got 
dowD  on  my  knees.  I  was  done  talking,  for  I  thought  the  time  was  almost  out,  and  I 
began  to  pray ;  and  I  prayed  to  such  an  excess  that,  I  reckon,  they  got  sorry  for  me, 
for  they  went  off  and  left  me ;  but  they  came  back  again.  I  was  still  praying,  for  I 
thought  that  was  the  last  night  I  had ;  and  then,  when  they  came  the  third  time,  they 
said  they  were  going  to  hang  us.  I  will  not  say  it  exactly  as  they  said  it,  but  they 
said  they  would  hang  every  one  of  us  that  night. "  They  said  they  would  hang  the  last 
one  of  us ;  I  will  not  use  the  words  they  said. 

Question.  There  were  three  of  you  in  jail  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  Lewis  Jackson,  Miles  Prior,  and  Sir  Daniel  were  in  prison  at  that 
time.  Then  they  began  with  axes ;  they  first  unlocked  the  door ;  they  began  to  pull 
at  the  door,  and  Miles  Prior  then  asked  me  if  I  would  tight.  I  said,  "  No*  I  have  nothing 
to  do  but  trust  Daniel's  God."  He  said,  "  I  am  no  Christian  man ;  I  can't  trust  Daniel's 
God;  I  must  fight."  I  said,  "How  can  you  fight?  they  are  all  coming  in,  and  they 
have  all  the  time  between  now  and  daylight  to  hang  us."  He  says,  "  Ten  men  can't 
hold  me,  and  a  regiment  can't  shoot  me."  Then  he  catched  right  hold  of  the  door  as^ 
they  had  hold  of  it.  These  other  men  were  trying  to  pull  it  open,  and  Prior  qatched 
hold  of  it,  and  called  to  us  to  help  him  pull,  and  I  says,  "  I  have  no  time  to  hold  the 
door  now ;  I  have  to  pray."  He  turned  around  partly,  to  keep  them  from  shooting 
him  through  the  port-holes,  and  he  was  pulling,  with  his  left  hand  holding  the  door. 
I  could  see  the  others,  and  they  had  a  rope  there  fastened  to  the  door,  and  were  puUing 
at  it ;  every  man  was  pulling.  And  he  held  on  to  that  door,  and  held  it  against  all  of 
them  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  suppose,  until  we  could  hear  the  IX  o'clock  train 
coming  up  from  Huntsville  to  Stevenson,    He  held  on  to  the  door  against  them  until 

Hostea  Dy  '^^jvyv/vj:  i\^ 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  997 

the  train  whistled,  and  just  after  the  train  whistled  he  got  tired,  I  reckon,  holding  the 
door  against  so  many  men,  and  he  suddenly  let  loose,  and  all  these  men  that  were  pull- 
ing so  hard  fell  hackward  over  one  another,  and  as  they  did  that  he  lunged  out  of  the 
door  and  ran  over  two  or  three  of  them,  and  I  reckon  a  hundred  guns  and  pistols  were 
fired  at  him,  hut  he  made  his  escape,  for  he  was  a  very  hrave  man.  Just  as  he  went 
out — ^it  was  a  dark  night — every  light  they  had — and  they  had  twenty  lights,  I  reckon, 
lit — everything  was  swallowed  in  darkness  that  quick,  [illustrating  by  slapping  his 
hand.]  It  was  as  quick  as  that.  He  got  off  about  two  hundred  yards,  and  came  to  a 
colored  man,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  a  double-barreled  shot-gun,  and  said  to  let  hiaa 
have  it,  and  he  would  go  back  and  iight  the  hundred  and  fifty  men  for  fifteeen  minutes 
himself,  and  would  rescue  us  two.  This  other  colored  man  was  afraid  to  let  him  have 
the  gun.  In  the  meantime,  just  as  he  went  out,  they  lighted  up  another  candle,  and 
run  back,  and  a  great  tall  fellow,  that  looked  like  a  horse — ^he  was  disguised  that  way — 
came  in  where  I  was  in  prison.  We  was  like  Paul  and  Silas.  I  determined  not  to  run. 
He  came  in  with  his  pistol  cocked.  He  says,  '*  I  want  the  truth  now,  and  nothing  but 
the  truth."  I  says,  ^' You  can  get  the  truth  out  of  me,  if  I  know  it;  I  will  not  tell  a 
lie  when  I  am  asked  for  the  truth."  He  says,  "  You  have  to  tell  the  truth,  or  I  will 
blow  your  brains  out ;  you  know  about  that  firing,  and  you  have  to  tell  it ; "  and  he 
held  the  pistol  to  me,  and  says,  "  Didn't  that  damned  rascal"— excuse  me  gentlemen ;  I 
say  it  just  like  he  said  it — "fire  into  that  house  last  Sunday  night?"  I  says,  "If  be 
did,  I  don^t  know  it  j"  and  he  wheeled  right  off  from  me  right  straight.  I  looked  at 
hiiii  then,  and  I  felt  as  if  my  brains  were  going  to  fly  out  when  I  denied  that,  but  I  felt 
that  I  would  rather  die  with  the  truth  in  my  mouth.  He  wheeled  right  out.  They 
had  my  right  hand  tied  with  a  rope.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  be  tied.  I  told  him  yes, 
I  would  submit  to  it,  but  I  would  be  honest,  and  tell  the  truth.  They  tied  my  right 
hand.  In  a  short  time  the  train  ran  up,  the  disguised  men  disappeared,  and  everything 
was*  gone  as  quick  as  that,  [illustrating  by  snapping  his  finger.]  I  never, saw  them 
any  more.  They  kept  me  there  about  two  days,  as  I  thought,  for  a  trial.  Everybody 
said  there  was  to  be  a  trial  at  some  hour,  and  I  would  go  at  the  time,  but  they  never 
would  have  any  trial,  because  the  time  had  come,  and  I  spoke  it  just  like  I  tell  it  here 
to  them;  I  talk  one  way  everywhere.  They  saw  I  wanted  justice,  and  so  they  would 
not  have  any  trial.  After  a  while  they  asked  me  if  I  would  let  it  be,  and  I  said,  "  Gen- 
tlemen, I  don't  want  any  harm ;  during  all  this  war  I  didn't  trouble  any  man  ;  I  am 
an  inoffensive  man ;  I  am  an  honest  man ;"  and  I  just  dropped  it  then,  and  went  right 
off.    But  they  sent  me  off,  and  I  was  entirely  naked,  for  I  had  nothing. 

Question.  How  long  after  that  did  you  come  to  Huntsville  ? 

Answer,  I  arrived  in  this  place  on  the  3d  day  of  March. 

Question.  '70? 

Answer.  Eighteen  hundred  and  seventy. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  back  since  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When? 

Answer.  Last  fall. 

Question.  Were  you  maltreated  then  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  the  Ku-Klux  at  any  other  time? 

Answer.  Any  other  time  since  then  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  No,  sir';  because  I  have  been  living  here  since  then. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  What  made  the  disguised  men  run  away  when  the  train  came  up  ? 
Answer.  There  were  soldiers  on  the  train.    Somebody  had  dispatched  for  soldielB, 
and  they  came  on  up  on  the  11  o'clock  train. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  has  become  of  Prior  ? 
Answer.  He  went  to  Chattanooga,  Tennessee. 
Question.  Is  he  living  there  now  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  a  few  weeks  ago. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  Octoler  17, 1871. 
GECMiGE  W.  HOUSTON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  are  you  living  now  ? 
Answer,  I  am  staying  here  in  Montgomery,  around  about.  C^OOalp 
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Question,  Where  did  you  formerly  live  ? 

Answer.  I  was  bred  and  born  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  lived  in  Sumter  County 
since  I  was  seventeen  until  I  was  shot  and  driven  away. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  a  member  of  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  In  what  year  ? 

Answet\  In  the  first  election  for  the  legislature  after  emancipation  ;  I  forget  exactly 
the  year.  I  was  register  of  the  county  at  the  first  registration.  I  recollect  coming  hero 
the  first  Monday  in  July  at  the  first  session. 

Question.  July,  1868  ? 

Answer.  July,  1868 ;  I  came  here  at  the  first  session. 

Question.  Did  you  attend  any  subsequent  session  of  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  I  attended  two  sessions  before  I  was  shot,  two  or  three  times  ;  I  think  we 
met  three  times — anyhow  I  attended  the  summer  and  winter  sessions.    I  know  that. 

Question.  What  county  did  you  represent  ? 

Answer.  Sumter  County. 

Question.  Were  you  the  only  representative  from  that  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  were  three  of  us.  Mr.  Benjamin  Inge,  now  dead  ;  Mr.  Hulan — 
but  he  never  did  attend — and  myself.  On  the  last  session  that  I  did  attend,  Mr. 
Richard  Burke  attended  with  me,  who  has  been  shot  dead  by  the  Ku-Klux  since  that 
time. 

QuesU&n.  As  a  member  from  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  fill  the  place  of  Mr.  Hulan.  He  was  shot  dead  directly  after  he 
went  home. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  of  his  assassination. 

Answer.  I  was  not  there  at  the  time.    All  I  can  tell  is  by  a  letter. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  receive  that  letter  ? 

Answer.  From  the  circuit  clerk  of  the  county. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  the  information  contained  in  that  letter  as  reliable  ? 

Answer.  I  do,  sir.    He  was  shot  dead. 

Question.  What  does  the  letter  state  ? 

Answer.  It  states  his  house  was  broken  into  just  like  mine,  and  he  was  shot ;  five  balls 
were  shot  through  him.  Mr.  Hulan  was  a  white  man,  and  Mr.  Burke  took  his  place, 
filling  the  vacancy.     He  never  came,  and  Mr.  Burke  filled  his  place. 

Question.  You  say  he  was  shot  soon  after  returning  from  the  session  of  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  bid  me  good-bye  right  up  here  on  Market  street.  I  had  then 
been  shot,  and  was  wearing  the  same  ball  that  I  am  wearing  now. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  of  your  own  case. 

Answer.  I  attended  the  session  and  went  home.  There  were  numbers  of  men  in  my 
own  county  who  were  killed. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Colored  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  were  leading  men  of  the  county,  but  not  members  ol 
the  legislature,  nor  officers  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Private  citizens  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  leading,  influential  men  among  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  politically.  They  were,  politically,  men  who  went  through  the 
county  doing  the  best  they  could,  keeping  the  party  up.  First  myself,  and  Mr.  Price, 
the  circuit  clerk,  the  only  white  man  in  the  county  that  took  a  real  interest  in  the 
party,  as  I  thought  ought  to  have  been  done.  These  colored  men  were  killed,  two  or 
three  of  them  anyhow.  I  can't  call  their  names ;  one  was  shot  dead,  and  the  other  shot 
three  times,  and  didn't  die. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  were  the  names  ? 

Answer.  The  first  one — the  one  I  talked  with — was  named  Enoch  Sledge.  He  was  the 
one  of  the  three  men  that  lived.  The  other  two  were  Idlled  dead.  His  brother  Frank 
was  shot  dead  that  Saturday  evening  just  before  sundown,  in  a  swamp.  You  remember 
Mr.  Charles  Hays,  our  Congressman.  These  men  cai-ie  and  joined  the  convention  in 
my  county,  that  was  called  the  county  convention,  Avhich  was  held  in  every  county  to 
elect  delegates  to  go  to  the  Alabama  convention.  It  was  Avhat  was  called  the  third 
district  convention.    We  met  in  Marion  to  nominate  our  Congressman. 

Question.  Fourth  district  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  it  belonged  to  the  third ;  excuse  me  for  the  mistake.  These  men 
went  over  to  attend  that  convention  on  a  Saturday  evening.  On  their  return  home 
Frank  was  shot  dead. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  999 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  his  full  name  ? 

Ansiver.  Frank  Sledge.  The  next  man  that  was  shot — it  was  given  to  me  by  the 
sheriff,  and  everybody  else — I  can't  call  his  name.  It  was  Travis  something,  but  I 
can't  call  to  mind  the  other  name ;  he  was  the  man  that  was  shot  next  to  Frank,  and 
the  next  man  to  me  was  Frank's  brother,  Enoch. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  those  men  all  members  of  that  convention  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  men  that  attended  the  county  convention.  They  every 
one  came  that  Saturday  to  attend  the  convention. 

Question.  Were  they  shot  on  their  return  home  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  within  seven  miles  of  Livingston,  in  Sumter  Connty.  They  were 
shot  on  the  Sucarnochee  River,  close  to  Horn's  Bridge.  Enoch  was  shot  three  times. 
He  was  Frank's  brother  5  he  was  the  third  man  shot. 

Question.  Were  these  men  shot  before  sundown  ? 

A7isiver.  Yes,  sir.  Enoch  told  me  so  himself.  I  talked  with  one  of  the  men ;  the 
other  two  were  buried. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  shot  ? 

Ansivei%  1  tell  you  what  he  told  me ;  that  is  all  I  can  tell  you. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  about  it  ? 

Answer.  They  were  returning  from  this  convention  home,  when  three  white  men 
rode  up  to  them.  One  of  them  was  young  Mr.  Sledge  and  one  was  Mr.  Eenfro.  Enoch 
knew  him.  The  other  two  he  didn't  know  at  all.  Mr.  Sledge  stopped  back  and  they 
rode  ahead  of  them,  and  when  they  came  to  them  again  they  were  walking.  They 
had  got  far  enough  to  get  down  and  hitch  their  horses,  and  one  of  them  asked  Frank, 
*'  You'll  report  me,  will  you?"  with  an  oath;  I  am  not  certain  what  the  word  was,  but 
an  oath.  I  think  he  said,  "  You'll  report  me,  God  damn  you,"  and  he  raised  a  double- 
barreled  gun  and  shot  Frank,  who  was  a  young  preacher,  right  off  of  his  horse. 

Question.  Were  these  men  disguised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  this  was  in  the  day-time.    This  was  what  Enoch  told  me  himself. 

Question.  Were  these  three  who  shot  them  white  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  two  white  men  who  did  it.  One  of  the  white  men 
stopped  back.  That  was  young  Mr.  Sledge,  and  the  other  two  white  men  interfered 
with  them. 

Question.  When  was  this  ? 

Answer.  It  was  the  same  year  I  was  shot,  but  it  was  before  I  was  shot. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  In  1869, 1  believe;  yes,  it  was  1869,  because  I  lived  here  last  year,  and  this 
is  1871. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  year  was  it  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  right  certain  now  what  part,  but  it  was  between  spring  and  the 
first  of  the  summer  that  this  took  place — probably  in  the  first  month  in  summer.  I 
can't  swear  to  the  day  or  the  month,  because  I  didn't  take  account  of  it. 

Question.  Go  on  and  tell  your  own  case,  if  you  have  got  through  with  that. 

Answer.  I  am  not  through  with  it  exactly.  If  you  want  to  know  where  Enoch's 
wounds  are,  I  can  put  that  to  an  inch,  for  I  put  my  finger  on  all  of  them.  One  ball 
was  right  between  the  shoulders  in  his  back ;  the  other  was  right  through  his  wrist — 
that  was  the  second  one  ;  I  don't  know  which  wrist  now.  The  other  one  cut  on  his 
forehead  right  here,  [illustrating,]  up  through  the  center  through  the  hair.  I  put 
my  hands  on  all  of  the  wounds.  That  is  all  I  know  about  that;  Now,  if  you  are 
through  with  that,  I  will  state  my  own  case. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  your  own  case. 

Ansiver.  Men  came  on  in  August,  after  the  election  of  our  Congressman,  Mr.  Charles 
Hays. 

Question.  In  what  year  f 

Answer.  In  1869,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  between  1 
and  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  before  day,  at  Dr.  Chouteau's  house.  A  few  minutes 
before  I  was  shot  there  was  some  shooting  took  place  at  his  house,  two  hundred  yards 
from  my  house.    We  both  lived  on  the  outer  edge  of  town. 

Question.  What  was  the  shooting  about  at  Dr.  Chouteau's  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  any  more  than  I  think  they  were  trying  to  kill  him  out  like 
me. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  shooting  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  Wakened  me,  and  I  got  up  and  went  to  my  window  and  opened 
it  and  looked  out,  and  a  minute  after  hearing  that  I  shut  my  window  and  laid  down 
in  my  bed,  and  I  didn't  get  still  in  my  bed  before  they  were  rapping  on  my  door  and 
calling  me  to  come  to  tlie  door.  I  got  up  and  started  to  the  door.  My  wife  hailed  and 
told  me  I  had  better  mind  where  I  was  going ;  that  I  didn't  know  who  was  calling 
me.    I  stopped  immediately.    My  son  got  up  and  opened  his  door— we  were  living  in 
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a  double  house.  He  looked  out  and  then  put  his  hand  on  my  shoulder,  and  says,  "  Pa, 
that's  a  white  man  with  a  gun  in  his  hand/'  He  said  the  white  man  had  his  gun  right 
VL]}  to  shoot  my  head  off  if  I  opened  the  door,  just  so,  [illustrating.]  I  then  sent  him 
back  to  his  door,  and  stove  the  ax  under  my  door  and  stepped  back  to  my  bed,  and 
got  my  own  gun,  and  stood  still  in  the  floor,  and  never  spoke  another  word.  They  said, 
"  Houston,  ain't  you  coming  f  I  never  made  no  answer.  They  said,  "  Now  if  you 
ain't  coming,  God  damn  you,  we  are  going  to  burn  your  God-damned  house  down  on 
top  of  you,  and  your  wife  and  children."  I  never  said  a  word  yet.  I  heard  one  of  them 
outside  say,  "  Let  us  breat  down  his  God-damned  door,"  and  they  commenced  bursting 
the  door,  and  hit  ten  or  twenty  licks,  and  the  door  fell  in. 

Question.  What  took  place  then  ? 

Answer.  This  boy  of  mine,  as  that  door  fell  right  beside  his  bed,  opened  the  window 
and  jumped  out.  As  he  went  out,  I  saw  a  gun  leveled  down  this  way,  [illustrating.] 
I  saw  a  foot  or  a  foot  and  a  half  of  it,  for  it  was  a  starlight  night,  and  the  men  fired 
and  shot  my  child  plumb  through  the  leg  with  buckshot.  As  my  child  went  out,  his 
head  went  down  and  his  heels  went  up,  for  he  was  frightened  and  the  buckshot  went 
clean  through  his  leg.  I  saw  one  of  the  men  walking  off  from  the  door.  He  was 
wrapped  up  in  domestic  or  something,  and  I  shot  him  right  square  in  the  back  at  about 
twelve  steps. 

Question.  Did  you  kill  him  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  anything  about  that,  for  I  didn't  stay  there.  I  don't  know 
whether  I  did  or  not.  He  looked  like  he  was  wrapped  up  in  some  old  white  cloth,  do- 
mestic or  something. 

Question.  Could  you  see  his  face  ? 

An8ive7\  No,  sir.  He  had  his  back  to  me ;  as  the  door  fell  he  turned.  This  man  shot 
at  my  son  one  second,  and  I  shot  right  across  his  guii  as  this  man  went  from  the  door. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  then  ? 

Ansiver.  I  wheeled  back  to  my  other  room — I  had  the  next  barrel  in  the  same  gun — 
and  I  opened  the  window,  and  as  I  opened  it  I  saw  the  crowd,  and  one  said,  "  Shut 
that  window,"  and  he  fired  at  the  same  time  and  hit  me.  The  ball  is  rigiit  here  in  my 
thigh ;  I  can  show  the  place  now.  It  went  in  in  front,  and  there  is  no  sign  of  where  it 
came  out  behind.  As  he  said,  ^*  Shut  the  window,"  I  turned  the  window  loose  and 
cocked  the  other  barrel,  and  shot  at  his  head  at  fifteen' steps,  but  it  was  only  squirrel 
shot.  My  wife  jumped  and  fastened  the  window.  Then  they  shot  the  window  full  of 
holes  and  the  side  of  the  house  beside  that.  As  she  shut  the  window  the  balls  came 
in  the  house  and  on  the  house  like  rain.  They  shot  over  the  whole  side  of  the  house, 
and  balls  fell  inside  of  the  house  all  along.  I  was  lying  patient.  The  next  day  the 
people  came  in  and  picked  the  balls  where  they  had  fiillen  inside  of  the  house  through 
the  plank. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  in  the  crowd  that  attacked  your  house  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell.  It  looked  like  a  great  many  men.  It  was  starlight  and  before 
day.  There  was  a  good  deal  cursing  after  they  shot  and  broke  down  my  door.  The 
reason  they  were  afraid  to  come  in  was,  I  think,  because  that  shot  was  fired.  They 
didn't  come  back. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  whether  they  were  disguised? 

Answer.  5nly  the  one  that  I  shot  at.  He  looked  like  he  was  wrapped  up  in  some 
white  cloth ;  it  looked  so  by  starlight.    That  is  all  I  could  see. 

Question.  Did  this  man  who  demanded  admission  tell  you  what  he  wanted  you  to 
come  out  there  for  ? 

Ansiver.  He  said  he  just  wanted  a  word  or  two  with  me ;  that  is  all  he  said.  He 
ordered  me  to  be  quick,  because  he  was  in  a  terrible  hurry.  I  didn't  speak  to  him  but 
once,  and  that  was  when  he  called  me,  '^  Houston,  Houston."  I  said,  ^^  Sir."  He  said, 
'^  Come  here  for  a  minute."  I  started,  and  before  I  got  to  the  door  it  seemed  God  him- 
self made  my  wife  stop  me,  and  my  son  came  and  told  me  he  saw  the  man  at  the  door. 
That  was  the  boy  that  got  shot. 

Question.  Was  this  shortly  after  you  came  home  from  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  Not  very  shortly ;  I  forget  what  time  in  June,  1869,  that  was.  This  took 
place  in  August ;  not  very  shortly. 

Question.  Had  you  had  any  trouble  with  your  neighbors  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  some  talk  that  I  didn't  like  from  some  wealthy  men  of 
the  county.  One  of  them  had  come  to  me,  and  told  me  if  I  turned  against  them  they 
would  turn  against  me.  They  looked  upon  me  as  being  the  prominent  negro'of  the 
county.  I  know  the  men  that  told  me  that  thing  very  well.  It  was  in  a  dry-goods 
store  in  tha;t  town. 

Question,  What  did  they  want  you  to  do  ? 

Answer.  They  wanted  me  to  deny  what  was  called  the  Union  League.  They  had 
understood  I  belonged  to  it.  The  reason  they  took  a  great  fancy  to  me  was,  I  was  a 
tailor  in  that  place.  My  master  had  learned  me  this  trade  on  account  of  my  health 
and  crippleness  when  I  was  a  slave.  I  had  run  a  shop  for  sixteen  years  there.  They 
came  ta  me,  and  said  I  made  my  living  off'  of  them  and  not  off  of  the  damned  niggers, 
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and  if  I  turned  against  them  they  would  turn  against  me.  I  said  my  belonging  to  the 
Union  League  didn't  do  them  any  harm.  They  said,  "Yes,  it  does.''  I  said,  *'It's  only 
to  teach  our  ignorant  colored  men."  This  was  our  talk  privately,  and  this  was  only  a 
few  months  before  I  was  shot.  That  is  all  I  could  assign  for  the  cause  of  it,  and  taking 
the  fact  that  the  other  colored  men  were  shot  down  just  before,  and  I  was  a  represent- 
ative of  that  county.  There  was  a  public  meeting ;  we  had  made  some  public  speeches, 
some  white  and  some  black  men,  and  I  told  them  I  was  opposed  to  this. 

Question.  Opposed  to  what  ? 

Ansiver.  Opposed  to  colored  men  being  shot  down  like  dogs,  when  I  knew  that  the 
officers  of  the  county  could  stop  it.  I  told  the  sheriff  that  to  his  face.  If  they  took 
exceptions  to  me  on  that  account,  that  is  all  I  can  tell,  for  I  was  raised  there,  and  they 
never  could  put  a  scratch  of  a  pen  against  me  before,  and  nothing  else  could  they  have 
taken  it  from  except  that  I  tried  to  hold  up  the  men  that  had  been  shot  dow^n  by  vio- 
lence; some  at  night,  some  by  daylight;  some  were  found  in  the  stock-pools  with 
their  guts  cut  out.    All  this  came  to  my  ears  and  the  other  men's  ears. 

Question.  How  many  colored  men  were  assassinated  in  that  county  ? 

Answe7\  I  think  eight  or  nine,  before  I  was  shot,  were,  killed  dead,  according  to  the 
accounts  of  the  white  men  and  black  men  I  got  through  the  county.  I  stop  at  eight 
or  nine,  but  I  really  think  there  were  a  few  more. 

Question.  Row  long  did  you  stay  there  after  you  were  shot  ? 

Answei\  Five  days,  guarded  there  night  and  day  by  colored  men. 

Question.  Where  did  you  go  then? 

Ansioer.  I  started  from  there  one  evening  by  the  request  of  my  friends  who  supported 
me.  They  brought  a  buggy  to  my  door  and  wrapped  me  in  a  quilt  in  the  rain,  and  took 
me  off,  and  I  laid  all  night  in  the  rain  in  Sucarnoochee  swamp.  I  laid  there  bleeding 
all  night.  I  got  the  railroad  at  Bennett's  Station,  seven  miles  from  the  court-house, 
and  never  stopped  until  I  got  here.  My  brother  got  four  other  men  to  guard  me  that 
night,  and  put  me  on  the  train  at  sunrise  next  morning.    I  have  not  been  there  since. 

Question.  You  have  never  been  there  since  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  My  wife  had  to  sacrifice  my  property.  The  circuit  clerk  wrote  me 
letters,  and  I  have  others  also,  that  it  would  not  be  safe  for  me  there. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  other  violence  to  colored  people  in  that  county  since 
you  left? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have.  I  understood  by  a  letter  that  fourteen  white  men  went 
to  a  colored  man's  house  and  broke  it  open,  and  he  jumped  out  of  the  window  and 
got  away.  I  take  back  fourteen  men ;  it  was  fourteen  shots  were  fired  at  that  colored 
man. 

Question.  That  is  what  you  learned  from  this  writer  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  from  the  circuit  clerk  of  the  county,  by  letter.  I  was  thinking  of 
the  shots  when  I  said  men.  There  were  fourteen  shots  fired  at  one  man,  a  boy  raised 
on  the  plantation,  adjoining  to  my  master's  plantation,  and  he  jumped  out  of  the  back 
window^  and  got  away.    That  was  written  to  me  by  the  circuit  clerk  of  the  county. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  that  colored  man  who  was  shot  ? 
Answer.  Alfred  Jolly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Which  is  the  most  numerous  in  Sumter  County,  the  white  or  colored  popu- 
lation? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  whether  I  understand  that  word  or  not.  Which  is  the  largest 
population  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  The  colored  is  all  ways  the  largest.  The  colored  population  is  heavy  there, 
very  strong  indeed. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  parties  who  were  shooting  at  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  my  suspicions  would  not  do.  I  suspect  them  anyway.  If  a  sus- 
picion would  do,  I  could  put  my  finger  on  them  satisfactorily  to  my  own  heart  to  do, 
if  I  had  to  have  some  of  them  put  up  on  a  rope ;  but  that  will  not  do  before  you.  I 
have  got  some  of  them  suspected  very  strongly. 

Question.  What  is  your  suspicion  ? 

Answer.  They  are  men  I  can't  swear  to  before  you.    I  could  not  do  it. 

Question.  Did  you  hit  the  man  whose  head  you  shot  at — the  second  man  you  shot  at? 

Answer.  1  understood  from  a  white  man  here  in  Montgomery  that  one  of  them  suf- 
fered a  ^reat  deal  in  his  thigh,  and  another  was  buried  six  weeks  after  I  shot  him. 
That  is  all  I  can  tell  you.  I  tell  you  that  as  I  got  it.  I  didn't  stay  there.  I  shot  him 
deliberately  to  kill  him.    I  would  have  done  it  if  I  could,  as  sure  as  he  shot  to  kill  me. 

Question.  Who  was  this  man  that  was  buried  ?  "^  T 
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Ansiver.  I  can't  tell  you  now ;  if  I  did,  I  couldn't  prove  it.  It  is  all  hearsay.  I  don't 
tell  one  thing  I  can't  come  up  to.    I  could  tell  exactly  who  I  heard  it  was. 

Question.  Who  did  you  hear  was  buried  six  weeks  after  that  ? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  that  Dudley  Hart  was.  He  left  Marengo  County  to  come  to  my 
county  to  kill  me.  I  am  noways  backward  to  tell  you  names.  I  will  tell  you  anything 
I  know,  but  I  hate  to  tell  anything  I  can't  swear  to.  The  probate  judge  of  the  county 
told  me  that — Mr.  James  Abrahams ;  six  weeks  after  that  he  was  buried ;  he  told  me 
here  in  Montgomery  that  he  understood  that  Dudley  Hart  was  buried.  '  I  will  give 
you  the  man's  house  where  he  was  carried  to  and  lodged  on  the  night  I  shot  him. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  want  to  know. 

Answer.  I  am  not  ashamed  to  tell  you  what  I  know  of  these  things. 

Question.  I  do  not  say  you  are.    The  probate  judge  told  you  Dudley  Hart  was  buried  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  believe  he  was  the  man  I  shot. 

Question.  Whose  house  was  he  buried  from  ? 

Ansiver.  If  you  want  the  circuit  clerk's  name  right  beside  that  man's  name,  I  can  give 
you  that.  This  Mr.  Daniel  Price  told  me  the  same  night  out  of  his  own  mouth  here  in 
Montgomery.    I  have  that  from  two  white  men's  mouths. 

Question.  At  whose  house  was  he  buried  ? 

Ayisxver.  He  was  carried  to  I.  Jim  Lee's  house,  four  miles  from  the  court-house — from 
Liviugston  down  the  Moscow  road,  if  it  is  necessary  to  put  down  the  whole  thing.  I 
know  every  one  of  them.  I  have  worked  for  every  one  of  them.  He  was  carried  there 
and  kept  until  he  died.  He  wastaken  away  in  the  night  and  buried.  That  was  Dudley 
Hart.  This  man  I  shot  was  said  to  be  shot  in  the  face.  I  don't  know  anytliing  about 
him  at  all.    I  could  not  keep  up  with  him. 

Question.  These  friends  of  yours  could  not  find  out  about  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  as  close  as  they  could  with  Dudley  Hart.  The  doctors  had  to 
attend  him  so  close  that  they  found  out.  Mr.  Price  told  me  about  that.  They  hid 
this  other  case  up  so  they  could  not  find  out,  but  Dudley  Hart's  case  got  out.  If  you 
want  what  Mr.  Abrahams  told  me,  I  can  give  you  something  else. 

Question.  We  want  that. 

Ansiver.  Mr.  Abrahams  told  me  he  heard  from  the  daughter  of  a  man  that  was 
attending  on  these  same  men,  or  staying  there ;  his  daughter  told  some  other  young 
lady — mind  you,  that's  the  way  it  come  out ;  but  I  don't  know  as  there  is  any  need  for 
that  in  at  all.  It  slipped  out  from  two  young  white  ladies,  but  I  don't  know  that  it 
was  necessary  to  say  anything  about  it  here.  The  daughter  of  one  of  thy  men  waiting 
on  this  man  that  was  shot  (Hart)  told  another  lady,  and  so  Mr.  Abrahams  got  it.  1 
tell  you  that,  so  that  if  you  get  hold  of  it  at  any  time  you  need  not  be  bothered  at  all. 
Mr.  Abrahams  said  he  has  it  from  the  young  lady,  who  said  Hart  was  in  the  houne. 
She  told  her  father ;  that  is,  the  young  lady  that  told  her  father  told  it,  and  so  it  went 
on.  Mr.  Abrahams  told  me  that  at  the  Exchange  on  the  corner,  and  I  will  swear  it 
before  the  God  that  made  us  all.  This  was  a  few  months  after  the  whole  thing  hap- 
pened. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  prosecuted  for  shooting  your  son  or  yourself? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  anybody  ever  prosecuted  for  the  shooting  of  Richard  Burke  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  If  there  were  I  don't  know  it.  It  all  happened  since  I  left,  if  any- 
thing of  the  kind  was  done. 

Question.  Was  anybody  ever  prosecuted  for  shooting  this  man  in  the  swamp  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  eight  or  nine  men  that  were  killed  before  you  were  shot  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  dead  before  I  was  shot. 

Question.  Was  anybody  ever  prosecuted  in  your  county  for  shooting  them  ? 

Answer.  Jerry  Clark,  if  you  want  me  to  give  him  now 

Question.  I  want  you  to  answer  that  question.  Was  anybody  ever  prosecuted  and 
convicted  for  shooting  these  men  ? 

Ansiver.  I  want  to  tell  you.  Jerry  Clark  was  the  first  man  shot^  after  the  session,  by 
a  young  man  named  Prater.    Prater  was  put  in  jail,  and  kept  there  several  months. 

Question.  Was  Prater  a  white  man  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  He  shot  Jerry  Clark  going  from  his  tan-yard  one  evening,  where 
he  had  been  grinding  bark.  He  shot  him  three  times  from  his  mule.  He  fell  dead. 
That  is  the  evidence  of  a  woman  in  court.  Prater  was  put  in  jail  and  kept  there  for 
several  months,  and  one  night  a  mob  came  and  took  Prater  out,  when  I  was  in  Mont- 
gomery. 

Question.  Prater  was  released  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  gone. 

Question.  Was  he  never  brought  back  ? 

Answer.  Never. 

Question,  Were  these  eight  or  nine  men,  who  you  say  were  shot,  all  colored  men  ?. 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  were  the  offenses  alleged  against  these  men  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  one  single  thing  against  them.  That  man  Jerry  was  one  in 
the  tot  class. 

Question.  Did  he  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  He  did,  and  told  these  men  so  that  shot  him  that  evening.  The  man  asked 
him,  "Are  you  a  damned  radical  ?"  He  replied,  "  Yes.  I  am  not  a  damned  radical,  but 
I  am  a  radical,  and  expect  to  die  that  f  >and  the  man  says,  "  I  am  going  to  kill  you 
damned  radicals,"  and  shot  him  three  times.    That  is  the  evidence  of  the  woman. 

Question.  Were  these  other  colored  men,  who  were  shot  as  you  have  described,  re- 
publicans ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  swear  to  four  of  them  voting  the  republican  ticket.  What 
was  called  Yankee  Ben,  was  shot. 

Questimi.  Had  any  of  these  colored  men  been  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Yankee  Ben  had ;  only  him.  The  others  were  hard-working  men  in 
the  country.     One  of  them  was  shot.    They  killed  him  on  his  mule. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  punished  for  this  shooting  ? 

Answer.  Not  when  I  was  there. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  since  of  any  one  being  prosecuted? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  because  the  sheriff  came  here  to  see  Governor  Smith  and  Mr.  Dil- 
ler.  The  sheriff  resigned  his  office,  and  went  right  away  to  Texas.  That  is  the  man 
I  had  the  quarrel  with.  I  came  this  way,  and  he  went  yon.  That  was  to  keep  from 
prosecuting  big  friends  in  the  county. 

Question.  Was  he  a  democrat  ? 

Ansiver.  He  claimed  to  be  a  Union  man,  and  got  the  appointment  of  an  office.  He 
was  not  elected  at  all.  He  got  an  appointment  from  the  governor.  As  soon  as  this 
developed^  he  put  off  to  Texas.    He  resigned  and  left. 

Question.  Did  he  affiliate  with  the  democrats  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  I  was  told  by  some  men  he  did.  Doctor  Moore  got  the  appointment  directly 
he  left.    I  have  talked  with  Doctor  Moore  here  since  then. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  is  Doctor  Moore  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you.  I  never  saw  him  until  I  saw  him  in  Montgomery,  since  I 
was  wounded. 

Question.  Is  he  a  radical  ?  . 

Answer.  He  claims  so,  just  like  the  other  men— just  to  get  a  position.  I  tell  you 
there  are  many  of  them  claim  it,  that  will  not  do  to  depend  on.  I  am  a  man  that 
speaks  square. 

Question.  Where  did  he  come  from  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  is  a  western  man.  I  never  knew  him  until  he  came  here  to  bring 
some  prisoners  to  the  penitentiary  this  spring  a  year  ago. 

Question.  You  have  not  much  confidence  in  these  men  who  come  down  here  claiming 
to  be  republicans  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  much  in  many  of  them — mighty  little  in  any  of  them. 

Question.  They  just  come  down  here  for  office,  you  think? 

Answer.  I  don't  say  northern  men. 

Question.  You  think  they  are  good  men,  all  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  don't  trust  all  of  them.  I  pick  them,  wherever  I  try  them,  and  see 
that  they  are  right,  and  then  I  am  there.  If  it  is  a  southern  man,  and  he  is  right,  I 
am  there.    That's  my  doctrine.    I  stick  to  the  man  I  see  proves  himself. 

Question.  You  think  the  most  of  these  fellows  are  just  after  office  ? 

Answer.  Th^re  is  a  great  many,  I  think,  in  both  places,  just  after  office.  They  come 
around  colored  men,  talking  about  just  getting  up  an  organization  to  themselves,  and 
not  trusting  any  of  the  white  men.  Now,  if  they  do  that,  they  are  a  heap  bigger  fools 
than  I  am.  I  decided  that  point  right  away.  I  am  not  one  who  takes  that  view.  I 
say  the  man  that  helps  me,  I  help  him,  let  him  come  from  the  south  or  the  north.  If 
he  sticks  to  what  he  promises  to  do,  I  am  his  man ;  but  to  stick  to  a  man  that  tries  to 
make  a  traitor  of  himself  with  me,  and  tries  to  get  me  to  be  used  as  a  tool,  why,  he 
will  find  my  edge  is  going  to  break  off;  and  if  it  breaks  off  once,  he  never  can  grind 
it  any  more.  I  will  show  you  all,  now,  if  you  have  a  curiosity,  where  I  was  shot 
at.  It  is  no  harm,  [baring  his  leg  and  exhibiting  a  scar.]  There's  where  the  bullet 
went  in,  and  it  didn't  come  out  behind. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question.  Is  the  bullet  there  now  in  the  leg  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  it  will  stay  there  until  God  Almighty  takes  it  out.  I  had  a 
doctor  fifteen  minutes  probing  to  get  that  out.  The  ball  went  through  my  child's 
flesh,  too.  My  child  had  to  go  fifteen  miles  to  his  grandfather,  and  I  had  to  suffer  and 
go  off.    I  had  to  sacrifice  my  property.    I  had  to  fly  here,  and  yet  I  am  a  republican, 
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and  I  will  die  one.  I  say  the  republican  parfcy  freed  me,  and  I  will  die  on  top  of  it.  I 
don't  care  who  is  pleased.  I  vote  every  time.  I  was  register  of  my  county,  and  my 
master  sent  in  and  lent  me  his  pistols  to  carry  around  my  waist  when  I  was  register, 
to  protect  myself  against  my  enemies.  I  am  a  republican  to-day,  and  if  the  republican 
party  can't  do  me  any  good,  I  will  never  turn  against  it.  I  can  work  in  the  cotton- 
patch  and  work  at  my  trade,  and  get  along  without  any  benefit  from  my  party,  and 
so  I  will  stick  to  the  republican  party  and  die  in  it. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  17,  1871. 

SMITH  WATLEY  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  where  you  are  living  at  this  time. 

Answer.  I  stay  here  at  Montgomery.  I  have  been  here  about  four  months,  but  go  to 
my  family  back  and  forth,  and  for  my  crop. 

Question.  Where  did  you  formerly  live  ? 

AnswGi\  I  lived  in  Coosa  County,  twenty  miles  above  Wetumpka,  at  the  twentieth 
mile-post. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  lived  there  before  the  6th  of  June  last? 

Answer.  About  two  years;  part  of  the  time  twelve  miles  above  the  place  I  am  living 
now,  above  Allen  Thomas's  place,  two  miles  this  side  of  Nixburg,  on  the  old  plank 
road. 

Question.  What  business  were  you  employed  in  on  the  6th  of  June  lasfc,  in  Coosa 
County  ? 

Answer.  Farming. 

Question.  On  whose  land  ? 

Answer.  Allen  Thomas's.    I  rented  from  Allen  Thomas. 

Question.  Proceed  and  state  to  the  committee  what  violence  was  done  to  your  person 
on  or  about  the  6th  of  June  last. 

Answer.  Well,  I  went  to  Nixburg  that  evening,  after  it  got  done  raining.  It  was 
Friday,  in  the  evening,  I  went  to  Nixburg.  My  wife  told  me  to  go  and  get  a  good  pair 
of  shoes.  I  went  by  Alex.  Smith's,  about  a  mile  from  my  house,  and  he  asked  me  what 
did  I  give  Allen  Thomas  for  that  mule  I  was  riding,  and  I  said,  "  One  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  Christmas."  He  said,  "  Smith,  that's  a  good  trade  you  made,  this  time."  He 
says,  "  Who  carried  that  wagon  away  from  your  house,  this  evening  ?"  I  told  him  one 
of  Mr.  Thomas's  black  men,  that  I  wanted  to  buy  the  wagon  of;  I  wanted  to  buy  it, 
but  the  black  man  bought  the  wagon.  Alex.  Smith  asked  me  abcMit  it.  The  next 
thing  he  says,  "  You  know  a  man  in  the  day-time,  but  at  night  you  don't  know  him." 
It  was  about  sundown,  and  I  went  on  to  Nixburg.  I  said  to  my  wife,  '^  Caroline,  what 
do  you  reckon  all  them  men  are  gathering  at  Nixburg  for  ?"  She  says,  "  I  don't  know ;  I 
expect  they  are  up  to  some  meanness.  You  had  better  take  my  son  and  lay  out  to- 
night."   I  said,  "  I  won't  do  it ;"  just  so.     That  is  the  answer  I  gave  her. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  many  men  gather  at  Nixburg  ? 

Ansiver.  1  told  her  about  it.  I  said,  ^'  What  do  you  reckon  Mr.  Bowen  looked  at  me 
so  under  his  hat — so  ugly  for  ?"  She  says,  "  There's  some  rascally  trick  after  you  by 
the  white  folks,  and  you  take  my  son  and  lay  out  to-night."  I  says,  "  You  have  got  a 
good  pair  of  shoes,  and  don't  want  me  to  sleep  with  you  to-night."  I  said  that  just  for 
devilment.  She  looked  at  the  shoes  and  put  them  on.  She  was  going  to  her  daugh- 
ter's, and  that  night  she  said,  ^'  You  had  better  go  out  to-night."  I  said,  "  No."  She 
laid  down  before  I  did,  and  in  about  two  hours,  or  three  hours,  as  near  as  I  could  tell 
to-day,  fhey  came  in. 

Question.  Who  did? 

Answer.  The  Ku-Klux.  They  struck  my  dogs,  and  she  jumped,  and  said,  *^  La,  Smith, 
here's  the  school  teacher,  Olliver ;  here  is  the  Ku-Klux."  I  said,  ''  Hush."  Olliver  is 
the  school  teacher!  I  says,  ''Hush,  he'll  kill  you.  I  know  who  it  is,  too.  If  they  get 
in  here,  they  will  kill  you."  She  gets  up  and  puts  on  her  clothes,  and  walks  across  the 
house,  and  takes  me  by  the  left  hand  and  pulls  me  out  of  bed.  I  was  slow  getting  out. 
I  went  to  the  window  and  I  saw  twelve  men  in  the  yard.  I  says,  "  I  can't  whip  all  these 
men."  She  says,  "  Don't  open  the  door."  They  were  hauling  at  the  door.  1  went  to 
the  door;  she  kept  hold  of  it,  and  says,  "Don't  open  it;  don't  open  it."  I  says,  ''I 
must  open  it.  Don't  you  hear  them  ?"  He  says,  "  Open  in  there  ;  I  don't  walk ;  all 
my  men  flew  from  hell;  I  am  bound  to  see  you  to-night."  I  said, ''  I  had  better  open 
the  door."  She  says,  "  No,  don't  open  it."  I  says  to  her,  "  Open  it."  He  says,  ''  Open 
it,  or  we  will  break  it  down  and  kill  you."  I  says,  "  I  must  open  it."  She  says,  "  No, 
don't  open  it."  He  says,  "  We  come  here ;  we  didn't  ride  ;  we  didn't  walk  ;  our  men  flew 
from  hell,  and  are  bound  to  see  you  to-night."    Sha  hung  to  me,  and  I  threw  her  away, 
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and  opened  the  door,  and  Olliver  gathered  me  on  the  right  arm,  and  Doctor  McCler- 
nand  on  this  other  arm,  and  Joe  Leonard  catched  me  in  the  breast,  and  the  next  man, 
I  don't  know  who  ho  was  ;  and  after  he  tnrned  me  loose,  Joe  Leonard  had  a  rock  and 
struck  me  on  the  head,  but  he  didn't  knock  me  down ;  they  were  holding  me  up.  They 
took  me  out.  I'hey  made  me  stri})  off  my  shirt,  and  led  me  outside  of  the  door.  Then 
they  set  in  and  whipped  me.  These  all  went  to  whipping  me  right  off,  all.  six  at  once. 
I  took  notice  and  counted  the  men.  Then,  after  Olliver  was  done  whipping,  Joe 
Leonard  took  the  whip  out  of  his  hand  and  whipped  me,  and  that  made  seven  men. 
Then  my  wife  went  to  the  horses,  to  see  who  they  were  as  well  as  she  could,  and  she 
saw  two  colored  men.  She  said  one  was  Pomp  Moore,  and  the  other  was  Aleck  Tem- 
ples. '  They  were  not  disguised,  she  said.  I  couldn't  get  there.  Sbe  said  Joe  Thomas 
blowed  a  whistle,  and  made  them  stop  whipping  me  at  the  time  they  were  whipi)ing  me. 

Question,  What  happened  after  that  ? 

Ansiver.  After  that  she  says,  and  her  son  says  the  same  thing,  and  swears,  and  her 
daughter-in-law  swears  she  saw  them.  I  didn't  see  them,  because,  at  the  same  time 
they  whipped  me,  they  had  my  brother-in-law,  and  laid  him  right  down  by  me. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Ansiver.  Jesse  "Watson. 

Question.  Was  he  staying  in  your  house  that  night  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ',  he  was  not  in  my  house,  but  in  a  room  between  him  and  me. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  whipped  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  they  just  stripx^ed  him  right  beside  me. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  to  him? 

Ansiver.  Nothing  but  just  stripped  him.  •  They  made  him  strip.  This  Foster  Ander- 
son was  one  of  the  men  that  went  to  help  me  hunt  for  my  wife,  and  instead  of  that  she 
was  around  the  horses,  and  I  couldn't  find  her.  There  was  so  many  around  me  1 
couldn't  fmd  her.  Sbe  run  off  to  see  about  the  horses,  and  see  where  they  was.  Jack, 
my  step-son,  says  Mr.  Bowen  was  one  of  the  men. 

Question.  Did  you  count  the  men  that  came  to  your  house  that  night-? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  counted  sixteen  men  in  my  yard.  I  almost  knowed  the  height  of 
the  men  when  they  went  from  me.     I  knew  them  alljalmost. 

Question.  Had  they  any  disguises  on  ? 

Answe}\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Describe  to  the  committee  the  kind  of  disguise  they  wore. 

Answer.  As  near  as  I  could  get  at  them,the3^  had  crowns  going  up  from  their  heads 
like  a  crown,  and  they  had  gowns  going  down  like  a  cloak  or  a  sheet.  They  were  not 
sheets,  but  gowns ;  they  had  sleeves  and  cuffs  to  them,  and  all.    I  noticed  them. 

Question.  I3id  they  have  anything  before  their  faces  ? 

Answer.  Olliver's  came  off.  They  had  the  crowns  coming  down  over,  and  the  mouth 
painted,  and  noses  and  eyes,  and  at  the  time  he  was  whipping  me  his  came  loose,  and 
Joe  had  to  take  his  place. 

Question.  So  you  could  see  Olliver's  face  ? 

Answei .  Yes,  sir  ,*  and  so  I  could  swear  to  him  so  hard.     It  came  loose. 

Question.  Did  they  come  there  on  horseback? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     I  went  to  where  they  tied  the  horses  next  morning. 

Question.  Were  the  horses  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  white  sheets.  She  said  that ;  I  didn't  see  them.  She 
w^ent  close  enough  to  see  what  they  had  on,  but  she  was  afraid  to  go  closer.  John  No- 
lan said  the  horses  was  covered  with  sheets. 

Question.  How  m.any  licks  did  they  hit  you  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell ;  they  whipped  me  so  long,  and  so  many  whipped  me,  I  can't  tell. 
They  laid  me  down  right  outside  of  the  steps  at  \nj  door  and  whipped  me ;  and  they 
took  me  and  my  brother-in-law  outside  on  the  grass  there,  and  whipped  me  some  out 
there,  but  they  didn't  hit  him  a  lick. 

Question.  How  long  were  they  there  ? 

Answer.  It  was  an  hour  before  day  when  they  left  my  house,  as  near  as  I  could  tell, 
because  I  never  laid  down  any  more,  because  they  abused  my  back.  They  took  my 
shirt  off. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  they  whipped  you  for? 

Answer.  They  said  it  was  because  I  had  said  the  Ku-Klux  ought  to  be  dead  ;  but  I 
said,  a  man  that  burned  up  a  church  ought  to  be  dead,  or  any  one  that  took  a  man  out 
of  his  house  and  whipped  him  ought  to  be  dead. 

Question.  When  did  you  say  that  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  a  blacksmith,  and  was  talking  to  some  colored  men  and  white  men, 
but  I  can't  tell  who  told  it. 

Question,  How  long  before  that  time  did  you  say  it  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  about  a  week  or  two  weeks  before  that  I  was  talking.  Then  I 
tracked  the  horses  clear  to  Aleck  Smith's  house. 

Question.  What  did  these  men  tell  you  they  were  whipping  you  for? 

Answer.  They  said  they  were  whipping  me  because  I  said  the  Ku-KKix^oushfc,  to  be 
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dead,  or  men  that  would  burn  up  a  churcli,  or  whip  a  man.  Then  I  got  a  man  to  go 
with  me  and  see  the  horses'  tracks  where  they  were,  and  started  and  went  along.  It 
was  Till  Hardy. 

Question.  What  church  did  yoi\  refer  to  when  you  spoke  to  those  men  about  men  who 
would  whip  a  man  or  burn  a  church  ? 

Ansiver,  It  was  a  Baptist  church  they  burned  up,  in  a  settlement  up  above  me.  Mr. 
Joe  Thomas  was  present  and  heard  it. 

Question.  Heard  you  make  the  remark  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  Allen  Thomas's  son,  Joe. 

Question.  Tell  about  the  burning  of  that  church. 

Answer.  That  is  another  case.  There  is  a  man  out  of  doors  that  can  tell  about  .that, 
and  my  son-in-law  held  the  horse  when  the  church  was  burned.  He  says  he  held  the 
horses,  and  went  with  them  when  they  were  whipping  some  at  Mr.  Willis  Max- 
well's that  night.  Maxwell's  was  where  they  had  most  of  the  whipping  at ;  when 
they  burned  that  church,  he  was  holding  the  horses. 

Question.  How  long  before  you  were  whipped  was  this  church  burned  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  in  January,  or  when.  It  was  directly  after  or 
a  little  before  Christmas. 

Question.  Last  Christmas? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  the  6th  of  June  when  they  disturbed  me.  I  heard  of  it,  and 
went  to  Mr.  Thomas,  and  told  him  the  Ku-Klux  would  come  to  my  house ;  and  he  said 
no  Ku-Klux  would  come  to  my  house ;  and  so  I  made  myself  easy  about  it. 

Question.  When  these  men  were  whipping  you,  did  they  tell  you  they  would  teach 
you  to  talk  about  people  burning  the  church  ? 

Ansiver,  No,  sir ;  they  said  I  was  the  man  that  said  the  Ku-Klux  ought  to  be  dead ; 
but  what  I  said  was,  any  man  that  burned  a  church  ought  to  be  dead.  They  said 
I  said  Ku-Klux ;  but  I  didn't  say  them.  They  said  I  was  the  old  devil  that  they  wanted 
to  whip,  because  I  said  the  Ku-Klux  ought  to  be  dead ;  but  I  didn't  say  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  you  they  would  do  to  you  if  you  ever  told  about^  this 
whipping? 

Answer.  They  said  they  would  put  a  thousand  balls  in  my  heart,  and  they  put  their 
pistols  up  against  my  breast  sure  enough,  and  made  me  hold  up  my  hand  and  swear 
that  I  never  would  breathe  it ;  and  I  did  swear  it.  I  held  up  raj  hand  before  God  that 
I  wouldn't  breathe  it.  They  made  all  my  folks,  my  brother-in-law  and  all  but  my 
wife,  swear  so  ,•  they  could  not  get  hold  of  her ;  but  all  the  balance  of  them  swore. 

Question.  Swore  that  you  would  not  tell  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  we  would  never  tell  it;  all  but  my  wife;  they  couldn't  get 
hold  of  her. 

Question.  Did  they  accuse  you  at  the  time  of  being  a  radical  and  voting  the  radical 
ticket? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  knowed  I  was  a  radical. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  about  your  being  a  radical  ? 

Answer,  They  didn't  say  a  word  about  it.  Now  I  had  been  issuing  tickets  for  many 
years — ever  since  we  had  been  voting.  I  was  the  regular  one  for  giving  out  tickets. 
They  would  come  down  here  and  get  them  and  send  them  to  my  house. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  known  that  you  were  in  the  habit  of  giving  out  tickets 
at  the  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  taken  an  active  part  for  the  radical  party  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  one  of  the  regular  men  attending  to  that  business. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  after  this  whipping  ? 

Answer.  I  left  there.  They  whipped  me  Friday  night,  and  I  went  and  told  Allen 
Thomas,  and  he  told  me  not  to  leave,  but  finish  my  crop  and  report  them  next  fall, 
when  I  could  report  them  and  leave.  I  said,  "  No,  they  can't  do  me  any  harm  if  I 
leave  now ; "  and  I  took  my  mule  and  came  on  to  Montgomery  Saturday  morning  at 
9  o'clock.  He  took  my  step-son  and  followed  me  down  here  for  the  mule  to  Mont- 
gomery.   He  made  my  step-son  follow  me. 

Question.  Did  you  leave  any  property  behind  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  my  property.  It  is  aU  there  now.  I  rented  his  land,  standing 
rent.    I  had  to  give  him  eleven  hundred  pounds  of  lint  cotton  for  twenty-eight  acres. 

Question.  Were  you  able  to  raise  your  crop  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  every  way.  He  plowed  two  or  three  days  since  I  left  there,  or 
had  it  done,  and  charged  me  forty  dollars  for  it ;  three  days  and  a  half. 

Question.  Who  is  it  that  you  say  knows  about  the  burning  of  this  Baptist  church  f 

Answer.  A  colored  man  out  of  doors  here. 

Question.  What  is  his  name  ? 

Ansiver.  Henry  Garrett.  He  saw  it  done ;  but  he  has  not  been  back  and  forward  as 
much  as  I  have.  I  have  been  going  back  and  forward  ever  since ;  but  I  have  to  slip 
and  slide. 

Question,  Was  the  church  in  Coosa  County  ? 
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Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  near  Socopatoy. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  men  besides  yourself,  in  Coosa  County,  that 
have  been  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  ? 

Answer.  Dan  Sushner,  or  Dan  Hurgin.    He  was  whipped. 

Question.  When  was  he  whipped  ? 

Answer.  A  little  before  I  was ;  a  night  or  two  before  I  was. 

Question.  By  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Zach  Goldthwaite,  he  was  whipped. 

Question.  A  short  time  before  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  little  before  I  was. 

Question.  By  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  by  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Who  else  ? 

Answer.  Dick  Martin. 

Question.  When  was  he  whipped  ? 

Answer.  At  the  same  time  Zack  Goldthwaite  was.  That  is  all  I  know  in  Coosa,  the 
settlement  I  live  in.  Old  man  Henry  Garrett  can  tell  you  the  balance  in  his  settle- 
ment. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  Hurgin,  Garrett,  and  Goldthwaite  were  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  been  watching  so  I  never  got  there  to  see  them,  to  get  an 
answer  what  it  w^as  done  for.  You  see  I  have  to  slip  there  back  and  forward  all  the 
time. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  other  man  in  that  crowd  who  whipped  you  except  those 
whose  names  you  have  given  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  I  only  know  them  that  whipped.  I  didn't  know  anybody  else  but 
them.  I  knowed  them  from  any  of  the  rest,  for  I  have  known  them  for  twenty  years, 
some  of  them.    That  makes  twice  this  Leonard  has  run  afoul  of  me. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  punished  up  there  for  these  whippings? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  not  in  the  settlement. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  indicted  or  prosecuted  for  any  of  these  acts  of  violence  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nobody  in  the  settlement  at  all  that  I  know  of.  This  Pomp  Moore 
that  held  the  horses,  they  said  they  wanted  him  as  a  witness.  He  didn't  tell  me  he 
held  the  horses,  but  he  told  Henry  Goldthwaite;  but  they  won't  haVe  that  here,  but 
want  Henry,  and  Henry  Goldthwaite  will  swear  that  he  told  him  he  held  the  horses. 

Question.  You  say  you  knew  Olliver  and  McClernand  and  Joe  Leonard  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes.  sir ;  and  Foster  Anderson.    I  am  certain  that  they  are  the  men. 

Question.  Did  they  live  in  the  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  McClernand  lives  in  nine  miles;  Joe  Leonard  in  a  mile  and  a  quarter;  and 
this  Foster  Anderson  lives  on  Allen  Thomas's  place,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
across  the  plantation. 

Question.  What  does  Olliver  follow  ? 

Ansiver.  He  is  a  school-teacher. 

Question.  What  is  McClernand  ? 

Ansiver.  He  has  an  office  and  practices. 

Question.  Joe  Leonard  ? 

A^iswer.  He  is  a  doctor,  and  practices. 

Question.  What  is  Foster  Anderson  ? 

A7iswer.  He  is  a  farmer,  working  with  Mr.  Thompson,  the  same  man  I  worked  with. 

Question.  He  is  a  renter  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  is  hired  for  standing  wages. 

Question.  Are  these  married  or  single  men  ? 

Answer.  There  is  just  one  married  man  in  the  lot;  that  is  McClernand.  All  the  rest 
are  single  men. 

By  Mr.  Biair  : 

Question.  When  did  you  say  you  came  down  here? 

Answer.  About  the  6th  of  June,  as  near  as  I  could  get  at  it.  I  then  had  chopped  out 
my  cotton  the  first  time. 

Question.  You  say  you  did  not  know  Olliver  until  he  took  of£  his  mask? 

Answer.  I  knew  his  voice  before  I  opened  the  door.  He  didn't  take  it  oft ;  it  came 
off  when  he  was  whipping  me. 

Question.  You  knew  him  before? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  before  I  opened  the  door.  I  knew  his  voice.  That's  the  reason  I 
opened  the  door. 

Question.  Who  is  Joe  Thomas? 

Answer.  Allen  Thomas's  son — the  man  I  rented  of.    I  rent  from  his  father. 

Question.  You  say  he  blowed  a  whistle  to  make  them  stop? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  wife  says  so,  and  my  step-son  and  my  dangliter-in-law  says  so 
but  I  didn't  hear  it.    They  were  whipping  me  so  I  couldn't  tell  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Was  he  with  them  then  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  My  wife  and  them  swore  they  knew  almost  all  of  the  men  that 
were  there.    They  said  there  were  five  men  at  my  son's  house  and  one  up  in  the  road. 

Question.  You  did  not  see  them  ? 

Anstcer.  No.  I  was  down  at  the  house.  I  couldn't  get  away  from  there.  They  said 
this  Mr.  Bowen  was  up  there  in  the  road,  and  they  said  he  hollered  judgment  at  the 
time  they  were  whipping  me.  He  hollered  judgment  all  the  time  they  were  whipping 
me. 

Question.  Who  is  John  Nolan  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  white  man  that  lives  adjoining  me,  and  he  saw  them  when  they 
passed  his  house  going  to  my  house.    He  is  a  poor  fellow ;  he  lives  adjoining  me. 

Question.  Who  is  Aleck  Smith  ? 

Anstver.  He  is  dead  now.  Adam  Freeman  says  he  saw  them  that  night  at  10  o'clock, 
at  Nixburg,  when  they  passed  there,  and  he  says  he  saw  Walker  Walden's  horse  tied 
under  a  tree  this  side  of  Nixburg. 

Question.  You  say  Joe  Thomas  was  present  when  they  burned  the  church  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  {  he  was  present  when  they  whipped  me.  There  is  anoth-er  set  did 
that.  This  Lock  Smith  was  with  Walker  Walden  when  they  were  going  to  Nixburg 
that  night  at  10  o'clock.  He  said  he  followed  them  up  to  near  about  Nixburg,  to  see 
what  they  were  going  to  do.  He  said  they  were  going  after  him ;  he  was  going  to  leave 
his  wagon  and  run  off. 

Questio7i.  You  say  you  followed  the  horse-tracks  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  did  you  follow  them  ? 

Answei'.  I  followed  them  from  my  house  up  to  Aleck  Smith's  house,  and  went  right 
to  Aleck  Smith's  house,  and  this  OUiver  was  looking  at  me  all  the  time.  He  was  going 
to  saddle  his  horse  up,  and  quit  saddling  him,  because  I  was  following  him.  I  followed 
near  to  Aleck  Smith's  house. 

Question.  Who  is  he  ? 

Answer.  He  is  dead.  He  lived  right  in  the  settlement.  Olliver  boarded  at  Aleck 
Smith's  house. 

Question.  You  sa^  Aleck  Smith  is  dead  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  dead  now.  I  got  this  Till  Hardy  to  go  with  me  and  examine 
the  horses'  tracks,  and  see  where  the  tracks  went  to.  I  thought  that  sure  somebody  would 
go  with  me  to  see  where  they  came  from.  I  went  to  a  hollow  log,  and  I  thought  tlie 
disguised  clothes  were  there,  but  they  were  not  there.  I  searched  a  chestnut  log,  but 
they  were  not  there. 

Question.  Did  you  follow  further  than  Aleck  Smith's  ? 

Answe}\  No,  sir  ;  only  just  right  at  the  house,  and  I  quit  then,  and  went  back,  and 
got  Till  Hardy,  and  took  the  track  from  his  house  way  down  to  the  branch. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  the  track  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  see  but  one  mule-track  in  the  crowd. 

Question,   Have  any  of  these  men  been  arrested  for  this  transaction  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  had  them  fetched  here,  but  they  turned  them  all  loose. 

Question.  You  had  them  fetched  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  turned  them  all  loose.  Judge  Minnis  said  bethought 
some  of  the  men  were  the  men  I  swore  to  ;  but  they  turned  them  all  loose,  and  they 
went  back  home. 

Question.  Who  turned  them  loose? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  party  turned  them  loose.  I  don't  know  no  more  than  a 
stranger,  but  I  had  them  all  brung  here.  I  had  a  warrant,  and  had  the  last  one  brung 
here. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  before  what  judge  they  were  carried  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  ? 

Answer\  Mr.  Patrick,  I  think,  that  sits  in  this  room. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  The  tJnited  States  commissioner  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  men  did  you  have  brought  up  here  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  McClernand,  Joe  Leonard,  and  Foster  Anderson,  and  Olliver,  and  Pomp 
>Ioore.   I  had  them  brung  up  here. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Where  is  Pomp  Moore  now  ? 

Answ&i\  He  is  at  home — he  was  the  day  I  was  there.  I  didn't  see  him,  but  I  heard  he 
was  home,  ^ 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Were  you  present  wbeu  the  commissioner  examined  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  swear  in  the  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  swore  to  the  men. 

Question.  Did  you  swear  to  all  the  facts  you  have  been  swearing  to  here  to-day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  your  wife  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  she  swear  also  ? 

Answer.  She  didn't  swear  to  all  that.  I  wouldn't  let  her  swear  to  Pomp  holding 
the  horses,  for  fear  she  might  be  wrong,  and  she  has  never  been  back  since.  That  is 
the  reason  I  wouldn't  let  her  swear,  for  fear  she  might  be  wrong  ;  but  she  swore  to  the 
case. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  witnesses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  step-daughter,  and  brother-in-law,  and  step-son. 

Question.  What  did  the  other  party  prove  ? 

Ansiver.  Some  said  they  were  at  Nixburg  at  10  o'clock.  Mr.  Olliver  said  he  was  at 
Nixburg  at  10  o'clock,  and  got  drunk  and  went  home.  That  is  his  evidence.  Mr.  Leon- 
ard said  he  went  home  at  11  o'clock,  and  laid  down  at  11  o'clock  on  the  bed,  and  read 
his  doctor-book  until  such  a  time.  Mr.  McClernand  was  at  home,  and  the  colored  man 
said  he  staid  out  on  the  porch  to  let  Mr.  McClerriand  sleep ;  but  still  he  went  off  home 
to  see  his  child,  but  he  staid  on  the  porch  until  McClernand  got  his  sleep.  But  they 
all  were  out  that  night,  and  with  that  evidence  they  turned  them  all  loose. 

Question.  They  all  proved  they  Avere  not  there  ;  was  that  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  proved  it.  Those  witnesses  came  here  and  proved  it,  but 
the  party  was  at  my  house — part  of  them  men  were  there ;  but  I  would  not  put  it  in 
court.  I  saw  they  wouldn't  give  me  no  justice.  I  thought  I  would  turn  it  loose  and 
let  it  go,  for  I  wouldn't  get  justice. 

Question.  Ls  not  the  commissioner  here  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  saw  I  had  no  justice  nowhere.  I  couldn't  read  or  write. 
Judge  Minnis  said  I  didn't  have  justice. 

Question.  Would  he  not  give  you  justice  because  you  could  not  read  or  write  ? 

Answer.  I  just  'lowed  that  they  made  out  I  didn't  know  the  men  that  whipped  me  ; 
but  I  knew  them.    I  told  them  to  their  face.    I  didn't  have  no  mealy-mouth  about  it* 

Question.  May  you  not  have  been  mistaken  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir.  I  know  the  men  that  whipped  me.  I  didn't  make  any  mistake.  I 
knew  the  men.  I  don't  make  no  mistake  in  anything  I  do,  because  I  have  known  some 
of  them  twenty  years.  I  have  known  Joe  Leonard  twenty-two  years.  I  knew  Foster 
Anderson  seven  or  eight  years.  That's  the  reason  I  know  there  is  no  mistake  in  it. 
My  people  didn't  put  the  evidence  in,  because  they  saw  there  was  no  justice,  and  there 
w^as  no  use.  We  didn't  get  justice,  and  thought  we  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  i%. 
But  T  suppose  it  will  come  up  again,  and  we  will  have  to  stand  it. 

Question.  It  will  come  up  again  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  I  had  to  stay  at  home  to  get  my  crop.  I  had  to  go  to  see  my  crop 
gathered,  and  it  was  done  on  account  that  I  would  vote  that  ticket.  I  know  it  was 
done  to  get  me  out  of  the  way. 

QueMion.  How  do  you  know  ? 

Answer.  Because  I  had  been  the  main  man,  running  with  tickets  all  the  time.  The 
sheriff  would  give  them  out,  and  the  solicitor  would  give  them  out.  They  sent  them 
to  me. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  man  is  Allen  Thomas  ? 

Answer.  Well,  me  and  him  have  been  together  two  years^,  and  I  thought  we  got  along 
l)retty  well  all  the  time.  I  didn't  have  any  difficulty  until  that  turned  out.  I  don't 
know  whether  he  had  it  done,  or  who  did  it,  but  I  have  a  belief.  I  think  that  some- 
body had  it  done,  because  his  son  was  there.  He  rented  me  the  land,  and  I  was  work- 
ing pretty  faithfully  for  him.  I  made  him  a  good  crop  the  year  before  that — eleven 
bales  of  cotton,  which  weighed  550  pounds  all  around,  and  I  got  $100,  and  half  of  it 
was  mine  ]  and  500  bushels  of  corn ;  and  then  I  bought  from  him.  I  bought  a  mule 
from  him.  Me  and  him  never  has  no  difficulty  at  all.  I  say  that  about  Mr.  Thomas. 
All  that  is  in  it  was,  he  charged  me  |40  for  three  days'  plowiug. 


Montgomery,  ALABiUviA,  Octoler  17, 1871. 
HENRY  GILES  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Are  you  ever  called  Garrett  ? 
Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  not  now.    I  went  by  that  name  when  I  first  registered. 
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Question.  Where  do  you  live  now  ? 

Answer,  Here  in  Montgomery,  since  Christmas.  I  could  not  go  back  home  to  see  my 
folks. 

Question.  Where  did  you  live  before  Christmas  last  ? 

Answer.  In  Nixburg  beat. 

Question.  In  what  county  is  that  ? 

Ansioer.  Coosa. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  live  in  that  county  ? 

Ansiver.  Near  about  twenty  years. 

Question.  Were  you  a  deacon  of  a  colored  Baptist  church  in  Nixburg  beat  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  the  committee  what  you  know  about  the  burning  of  that  church — 
when  and  how  it  hai)pened,  and  w^ho  did  it. 

Answer.  I  will,  as  near  as  I  can.    They  said  we  were  too  strong  republicans. 

Question.  Who  said  that  ? 

Answer.  Jesse  Thomas  and  all  them  white  men  in  the  beat;  that  was  the  word  that 
they  sent  to  me.  Jerry  Webb  said,  about  two  months  before  they  burned  the  church, 
**I  know  the  men  that  is  going  to  burn  down  this  church,  but  no  man  can  make  me 
tell.^^ 

Question.  Who  did  he  tell  that  to  ? 

Answer.  To  the  whole  crowd,  on  Sunday,  two  months  before  it  was  burned. 

Question.  That  be  knew  who  was  going  to  burn  itr  down  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  nobody  could  make  him  tell. 

Question.  JHow  long  had  the  church  been  built  ? 

Answer.  Better  than  a  year,  I  think. 

Question.  Who  built  it  ? 

Ansimr.  We  all  built  it. 

Question.  Was  it  a  colored  church  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  colored  people  built  it. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  the  particulars  of  its  being  burned  down. 

Answer.  Sam  Maxwell,  when  we  first  began  to  meet  there  Sundays,. said  we  should 
not  have  meeting  there.  It  was  dangerous,  because  of  the  threats ;  they  would  take  us 
some  nights  when  we  couldn't  tell ;  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  come  there,  and  kill  us  all 
some  of  these  nights,  and  we  would  have  no  warning  of  it.  Then  from  that  there  was 
a  general  report  ail  the  time — we  might  expect  that  these  Kn-lvlux  would  come,  but 
we  didn't  know  when  they  would  come.  ''  But  you,  Henry  Giles,  we  intend  to  give 
you  more  particular  than  the  rest."  That  was  the  understanding  that  come  to  me,  be- 
cause I  was  head  deacon  of  the  church,  that  they  intended  to  get  me,  and  to  burn  me 
up  in  the  church. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  what  took  place  about  the  burning  of  the  church. 

Ansicer.  They  said,  ''  We  ain't  got  nothing  against  you,  only  you  all  are  too  strong 
republicans" — that  is  the  great  misfortune  we  have  at  that  beat— "and  we  intend  to 
break  up  this  arrangement  of  the  republicans  in  Coosa  County." 

Question.  Who  said  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  general  report  with  all  the  colored  population  whenever  they  get 
them..    We  run  a  mighty  risk  when  we  were  going  to  Nixburg  to  the  polls  to  vote. 

Question.  What  day  was  that  ? 

Answer.  The  day  of  the  election. 

Question.  Last  fall  ? 

Answer.  ,Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  kind  of  risk  did  you  run  ? 

Answer.  Why  we  expected  some  of  us  to  get  killed  on  the  way. 

Question.  Did  anybody  threaten  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  all  the  time  before  the  election  and  after  the  election. 

Question.  What  kind  of  threats  ? 

Answer. .Because  wo  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  Were  these  threats  against  all  the  colored  people  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  all  vote  the  republican  ticket  that  went  to  the  polls  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  voted  it  when  I  was  there,  but  I  didn't  stay  long,  and  the  crowd 
that  went  with  me  came  away  ;  they  were  uneasy  anyhow. 

Question.  Did  the  white  men  say  anything  to  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  white  party  was  for  a  fuss  with  the  colored  party,  and  we  didn't 
stay  more  than  half  an  hour  after  we  voted.    We  left  as  quick  as  possible. 

Question.  Was  that  last  fall  ? 

Answ&r.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  this  church  burned  ? 

Answer.  The.  1st  of  January;  it  was  the  last  Saturday  night  in  the  Christmas;  tha 
was  the  the  Ist  of  January,  I  think,    Christmas  came  on  Sunday,  and  the  next  Satur 
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day  Dight  it  was  burned  down,  and  Sunday  night  I  came  down  here,  and  I  haven't 
been  back  there  since. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  church  burning  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  far  did  you  live  from  the  church  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  about  ^yq  hundred  yards.    I  saw  them  whert  they  set  fire  to  it. 

Question.  How  many  men  did  you  see  at  the  church  ? 

Answer.  It  appeared  to  me  like  it  was  about  sixteen.  I  was  close  to  them,  but  I  had 
tD  hide  down  pretty  close ;  but  I  saw  them. 

Question*.  Had  tliey  disguises  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  of  them  were  disguised  men. 

Question.  Did  they  go  there  on  foot  or  on  horseback  ? 

Answer.  On  horses. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  know  any  of  them. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  horses  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  dressed  with  white  on  them. 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised  also  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ,*  the  horses  were  disguised.. 

Question.  At  what  time  of  night  was  that  ? 

Answer.  About  11  o'clock. 

Question.  That  was  Saturday  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Ben  Renshaw  was  shot  at  the  church  just  before  they  burned  the 
church  down. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  He  lived  on  Maxwell's  place,  close  by  the  church. 

Questioyi.  Was  he  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  they  shoot  him,  out  of  doors  or  in  his  house  ? 

Answefi\  Out  of  doors. 

Question.  What  was  he  doing  ? 

Answer.  They  wanted  to  carry  him  along  to  the  church  to  help  set  fire  to  it,  and  he 
didn't  want  to  go,  and  they  shot  at  him.    The  doctors  took  out  of  him  some  shots. 

Question.  What  sort  of  shot  f 

Answer.  Squirrel-shot.    He  showed  me  two  that  they  took  out. 

Question.  You  say  they  wanted  him  to  go  along  with  them  and  help  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  refused  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  attempted  to  make  his  escape,  and  they  fired  at  him  ? 

A7istver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  commit  any  other  mischief  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  whipped  Wiley  Williams. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  Wiley  Williams  was  a  colored  man. 

Question.  What  was  he  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  Because  he  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  him  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  what  he  said. 

Question.  How  many  licks  did  they  strike  him  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  how  many. 

Question.  Was  he  hurt  much  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    And  Aleck  Sheely,  they  whipped  him  too. 

Question.  Was  that  the  same  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  was  he  ? 

Answei\  He  was  over  in  Tallapoosa  County.    You  see  Tallapoosa  and  Coosa  joins. 

Question.  Did  they  go  to  his  cabin  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  call  him  out  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  was  that  from  the  church  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  reckon  about  three  miles. 

Question.  How  far  was  Williams's  cabin  from  the  church  ? 

Answe7\  It  was  about  three  miles.    They  both  lived  in  the  same  place. 

Question.  Did  these  men  do  any  other  mischief? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.    Big  Maxwell,  they  whipped  him. 

Question.  Where  did  he  live  ? 
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Answer.  He  lived  on  Willis  Maxwell's  place. 

Question.  What  was  lie  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  Because  he  voted. 

Question.  Did  he  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  what  he  said. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  him  that  w^as  what  they  were  whipping  him  for  ? 

Ansive^\  Yes,  sir ;  that's  what  they  all  said. 

QuesHon.  Did  they  whip  anybody  else  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Green  Sturdeway.  He  went  by  his  old  master's  name.  His  old 
master  was  a  preacher.    They  whipped  him. 

Question.  Did  he  live  near  Wiley  Williams  and  Alexander  Sheely  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  lived  in  the  same  beat  pretty  much ;  not  far  apart. 

Question.  What  was  he  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  Because  he  voted. 

Question.  Was  any  other  one  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Little  Bill  Maxwell.  He  was  not  whipped,  but  he  was  knowing  of  Frank 
being  with  the  Ku-Klux  that  night.  Little  Bill  was  knowing  that  Frank  was  with  the 
Ku-Klux.  The  next  morning  when  he  came  in  with  the  disguised  clothes  on,  ho  took 
the  gun  and  was  going  to  kill  Frank,  when  his  father  took  it  out  of  his  hand.  Charley 
Mosely  said  he  knew  four  of  the  Ku-Klux,  but  he  couldn't  tell  without  he  hjid 
backers. 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  else  whipped  except  those  you  have  named  ? 

Abtstver.  Yes,  sir ;  Jerry  Webb  was  whipped. 

Question.  Where  did  Jerry  Webb  live  ? 

Ansiver.  Right  there  at  Allen  Maxwell's. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped  the  same  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  he  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  Because  he  voted. 

Question.  Did  all  of  these  colored  men  that  were  whipped  vote  the  republican 
ticket  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  that's  what  they  said. 

Question.  You  say  they  were  whipped  by  these  Ku-Klux  because  they  voted  that 
ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  we  all  went  to  Nixburg  and  voted  together. 

Question.  You  say  they  voted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  up  to  the  polls  with  them. 

Question.  Were  they  all  whipj^ed  the  same  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes^  sir. 

Question.  And  that  night  was  the  same  night  that  the  church  was  burned  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that,  you  think,  was  the  1st  of  January  last  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  ©tbers  whipped  that  night? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  more  ;  but  I  don't  know  them  like  these  witnesses  do.  They 
live  far  off ;  they  went  further  on. 

Question.  You  understood  that,  the  Ku-Klux  party  went  further  up  the  road  and 
whipped  others  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  you  cannot  tell  who  they  were  ? 

Answer.  They  went  on  until  day,  I  understood  by  good  authority,  but  I  couldn't  tell 
the  rest  of  them. 

Question.  Did  all  these  men  you  have  named  as  being  whipped  live  in  Coosa  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  right  close  around  me. 

Question.  Did  they  stay  there,  after  they  were  whipped,  or  leave  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  came  down  here  and  staid  part  of  the  time,  and  some  of 
them  went  back.  Some  went  back  not  long  ago.  They  said  the  rest  might  go  back, 
but  I  must  not  go  back,  because  death  would  be  my  portion. 

Question.  Are  you  afraid  to  return  ? 

Answer.  Yea;  unless  there  is  a  better  arrangement. 

Question.  Did  you  leave  any  property  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  my  family ;  my  wife  and  seven  children  in  the  family. 

Question.  And  you  are  afraid  to  go  back  and  live  w4th  your  family^  for  fear  that  these 
Ku-Klux  Avill  molest  you  ? 

A^iswer.  Yes,  sir.  Here  is  a  letter  I  have  received  from  my  wife.  [Exhibiting  a 
letter.  1 

Question.  You  say  they  have  made  threats  that  they  would  kill  you  if  you  went 
back? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  the  fair  understanding. 

Question.  You  hafve  been  working  here  f 
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Answe)\  Yes,  sir ;  they  stripped  me  of  everything  since  I  came  here. 

QueMion.  Who  s.tripped  you  of  your  property  ? 

Ayisivcr.  i  couldn't  tell.    My  wife  said  they  just  took  everything. 

Ques!wn.  Vv'^hat  property  did  they  take  ? 

Answer.  They  took  a  cow  and  calf  from  me,  and  my  corn  ^nd  my  meat  I  had  there — 
a  piece — and  all. 

Question.  How  was  it  taken ;  was  it  generally  stolen  after  night  from  the  place,  or  in 
what  way  was  it  taken  ? 

Ansiver.  She  said  it  was  taken  in  the  day-time.   She  sent  me  word  so. 

Question.  Did  she  know  who  took  it  ? 

Atiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  neighbors  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  neighbors  are  not  close  by. 

Question.  On  what  ground  did  they  take  them  ? 

Atisiver.  I  don't  know.  They  had  no  fear,  because  they  had  run  me  off,  and  they  took 
it  as  they  pleased.  I  don't  know  the  men  that  took  them  from  me.  They  did  it  be- 
cause I  was  too  strong  a  republican,  and  they  would  do  anything  to  injure  me. 

Question.  Did  any  white  men  ever  tell  you  that  ? 

ATisiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  gathered  that  from  others  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  got  the  report.  They  wouldn't  tell  me  themselves,  but  I  got  the 
report  of  what  they  intended  to  do  with  me,  gentlemen. 

Question.  Who  would  bring  you  that  word ;  white  men  or  colored  men  ? 

Arisiver.  Charley  Carter  fetched  that  word  to  me  the  last  morning — ^Sunday  morning — 
that  Jesse  Thomas  said  he  couldn't  get  me  on  Saturday  night,  but  intended  to  get  me 
the  coming  week.     He  was  the  head  of  the  Ku-Klux  band. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  who  took  your  cow  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Who? 

Ansiver.  Mr.  Maxwell  is  got  my  cow,  so  I  understood.  He  lives  about  a  mile  from 
where  I  live. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 
Question.  Did  you  rent  land  from  him  ? 

Amwer.  No,  sir ;  I  worked  with  Mr.  Ezra  Pinson.  I  have  been  working  his  land  for 
three  years. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  Mr.  Maxwell  has  your  cow  ? 

Ansiver.  That's  the  Avord  my  wife  sent  me,  and  I  have  two  reports  that  he  got  the 
cow. 

Questio7i.  Did  you  owe  him  anything  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir.  I  couldn't  tell  what  terms.  I  couldn't  go  back  to  fix  up  nothing. 
That  is  the  word  she  sent  me.  I  had  to  leave  my  business  all  undone,  and  run  away  to 
make  my  escape.   I  had  no  clothes  to  take. 

Question.  Who  is  Sam  Maxwell? 

Answer.  A  colored  man  living  at  Allen  Maxwell's. 

Question.  Who  has  your  other  property  ? 

A7iswer.  I  couldn't  tell  who  got  my  other  property.  It  is  just  scattered,  so  I  under- 
stand. My  wife  had  just  to  hide  the  children  out,  and  do  about  some  way  or  another 
to  keep  them  from  perishing. 

Question.  Have  any  of  the  other  people  got  any  of  vour  property  besides  Mr.  Max- 
well? 

Answer.  Not  as  I  know.  I  couldn't  tell.  I  hadn't  seen  her.  She  hasn't  been  here  to 
tell  me  the  particulars,  and  1  couldn't  tell. 

Question.  What  other  property  have  you  lost  ? 

Answer.  They  took  all  my  meat  and  all  my  corn ;  I  didn't  have  any  horse. 

Question.  Did  she  not  tell  you  who  took  your  meat? 

Ansivei\  She  didn't  tell  me,  but  I  understood  that  Dave  Henley  took  the  meat.  Ho 
lived  close  by. 

Question.  A  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  a  white  man ;  but  I  couldn't  tell  you  bow  it  was  doue.  The  things 
are  all  scattered  from  east  to  west.  They  even  took  the  church  papers  out  of  the  trunk 
I  had  there,  and  all  the  wine,  and  all  the  bottles,  and  the  tumblers,  and  everything. 
They  took  them  all  out. 

Question.  Who  did  that  ? 

Answer.  Joe  Henderson  ;  that's  what  I  understood.  I  couldn't  go  back  there  to  see 
low  it  was.     They  were  afraid  to  send  me  any  word,  it  looked  like,  and  everything 
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lias  been  open  so  ever  since  Cliristmas.  I  couldn't  get  back  to  see  my  little  children, 
or  make  no  arrangement  no  way. 

Question.  Did  these  people  come  to  your  house  the  night  the  church  was  burned  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  one  man  came  to  the  gate,  but  didn't  come  in  that  time,  but  he 
came  there  before  that,  before  the  church  was  burned.  That  was  about  a  month.  He 
came  before  they  began  to  shoot,  and  after  they  shot  all  the  ammunition,  they  turned 
around  and  shouted,  and  got  on  the  church  and  pulled  off  the  boards,  and  then  set  it 
on  fire. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  you  say  there  was  a  firing  of  guns  at  the  church  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  never  heard  such  firing  before. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  was  that  man  who  came  to  your  house  ? 

Ansiver.  I  couldn't  tell ;  he  was  disguised,  and  I  made  my  wife  and  children  lay  down 
in  the  back  of  the  orchard  and  hide  themselves,  because  I  understood  they  were  com- 
ing, because  Mr.  Maxwell  came,  and  let  me  know  they  were  coming  that  night. 

Question.  Is  that  the  same  man  who  has  your  cow  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Hov/  did  he  know  they  were  coming  ? 

Answer.  He  didn't  tell  me ;  he  said  they  were  coming ;  Green  Sturdeway  came  after- 
ward and  told  me  the  same  thing. 

Question.  That  they  were  coming  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  I  might  just  look  out  ,•  but  I  told  him  I  couldn't  help  it ; 
if  they  came,  I  didn't  know  what  to  do. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  they  were  going  to  burn  the  church  ? 

Ansiver.  He  didn't  tell  me  what  they  were  going  to  do,  only  they  were  coming; 
when  they  came,  they  came  by  Allen  Maxwell's  and  over  to  the  church  and  burned  it ; 
they  passed  his  place  and  run  the  people  from  his  house,  all  around  the  house,  and  shot 
at  them ;  that's  what  they  said  themselves  the  next  morning  at  church  when  they 
came  there  ;  that's  what  the  crowd  said  that  were  there  that  night. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Maxwell  with  them  that  night  ? 

Answer.  He  was  at  Allen  Maxwell's  house  that  night ;  they  gave  a  little  party  there, 
and  he  was  there,  and  saw  them  serenading  in  the  house  there. 

Question.  You  didn't  know  any  of  these  people  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  not  any  of  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  say  there  were  of  them  ? 

Answer.  There  were  sixteen  or  seventeen  of  them. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  saw  them ;  and  Sam  Maxwell  says,  and  Charley  Maxwell,  that 
fchey  came  out  pretty  much,  and  there  was  a  white  preacher  ;  he  came  out  of  the  house 
and  went  through  the  gate,  through  the  Ku-Klux,  and  went  down,  and  they  didn't 
disturb  him. 

Question.  Who  was  that  ? 

Answer.  Frank  Moss,  I  think,  is  his  name — his  given  name. 

Question.  He  is  a  preacher  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  he  preach  to  the  colored  people  at  that  church  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  they  a  colored  preacher  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  a  colored  preacher. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  this  Frank  Moss  know  who  they  were  ? 

Ansiver.  That  was  not  ascertained  by  me ;  I  don't  know^  He  may  have  known  them  ; 
I  can't  say,  because  he  was  in  the  house  there,  and  the  Ku-Klux  never  disturbed  him 
and  his  wife :  but  1  know  Adams  Johnson,  a  colored  man,  had  been  down  there,  and 
he  told  me,  and  he  says  that  Mr.  Moss's  wife  told  him  that  if  I  went  back  there  I  would 
bo  sure  to  go  up,  after  I  put  in  the  report  here  that  I  would  certainly  be  killed.  That's 
what  Johnson  says  he  will  swear  in  court  if  he  is  called  again.  He  put  it  in  once  be- 
fore. 

Question.  They  did  not  whip  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  They  said  they  were  not  going  to  whip  me,  but  burn  me  up.  That 
was  the  general  report  and  understanding. 

Question.  Did  they  come  to  you  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  come  to  me,  buf  they  sent  threats  to  me  what  they  would 
do.    They  didn't  come  themselves. 
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Question.  Who  brought  you  these  threats — Sam  Maxwell  ? 

Ansicet\  They  were  coming  to  me ;  we  had  a  prayer-meeting  there  Sunday  night— 
the  colored  people  had — and  these  threats  were  coming  every  time  we  met  for  a  solid 
month. 

Question.  Who  brought  you  word  about  those  threats  ? 

Answe}\  Sometimes  the  av omen-folks  would  fetch  it.  Eliza  Marbury  would  fetch  the 
word  sometimes,  and  sometimes  Charley  Maxwell  would  fetch  the  word ;  sometimes 
Green  Sturdeway  wjuuld  fetch  the  word  of  the  threats  on  Sunday  night,  and  it  kept  on 
until  I  couldn't  name  how  many  reports  were  coming  from  time  to  time,  to  tell  us  to 
look  out,  and  beware  of  these  things.  Well,  we  Avent  on  to  do  the  best  we  could  ;  we 
didn't  want  to  have  any  fuss  with  anybody,  but  to  attend  to  our  business  as  well  as 
we  could,  and  we  kept  on  so  until  the  church  was  burned  up. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  those  white  men  make  any  threats  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  hear  none  make  any  threats,  myself. 

Question.  Who  made  the  threats  ? 

Anmver.  Jesse  Thomas  was  making  threats,  they  said.  They  didn't  tell  me  who  put 
it  where  I  could  get  it. 

Question.  Who  is  Jesse  Thomas  ? 

Answefi\  He  is  a  white  man  lives  up  there. 

Question.  Is  he  a  brother  of  Allen  Thomas  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  as  he  is  any  kin  at  all.    He  is  a  poor  man  there. 

Question.  Who  else  did  you  hear  of  making  these  threats? 

Answer.  Several  of  them,  but  I  don't  know  like  the  rest.  The  threats  were  coming 
all  the  time,  but  I  understood  he  was  the  captain  of  this  Ku-Klux  arrangement — Jesse 
Thomas  was. 

QuesHo7i.  You  didn't  know  any  of  these  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  know  them  myself.  They  didn't  range  over  in  our  beat.  I 
didn't  go  about  there  much,  anyhow  ,*  only  go  to  church  and  go  back  home ;  but  in  all 
the  rest  of  that  beat  they  fetched  the  report  to  the  church  of  what  they  heard  these 
men  said  tliey  would  do. 

By  the  CiIiVIRMAn  : 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  these  people  taking  offense  at  your  colored  churdh ; 
was  it  so  near  the  white  settlement  as  to  disturb  them,  or  what  was  the  matter  ? 

Answer.  They  got  it  into  their  minds,  from  all  I  heard,  that  we  were  all  too  strong 
republicans  right  there  in  that  beat.  I  know  the  man  I  was  living  with  told  me  so, 
myself. 

Que-stif>n,  Did  they  complain  that  you  sang  too  loud  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  complained  a  heap  of  times ;  I  am  confident  of  that.  They 
said  we  prayed  too  loud. 

Question.  Sang  too  loud  and  prayed  too  loud  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  i)reached  too  loud.    I  am  confident  of  that  word. 

Question    What  was  that  church  worth?    How  much  did  it  cost  you? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  I  don't  know  exactly.  We  had  not  finished  paying  for  it,  because 
we  owed  some  ten  or  fifteen  dollars  for  the  lumber.  We  were  to  have  collected  that 
Sunday,  when  it  was  burned. 

Question.  Suppose  it  had  been  paid  for,  what  would  the  church  have  been  worth  ? 

Ansiver.  Four  or  five  hundred  dollars,  if  not  more. 

Question.  Had  the  whites  helped  you  at  all  in  building  it? 

Ansive^\  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  built  exclusively  by  the  colored  people  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  by  our  own  labor. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  been  x)rosecuted  for  burning  that  church? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  anybody  been  arrested  ? 

Answer.  Not  as  1  know  of. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  several  whippings  committed  on  that  same  night  when 
the  church  was  burned.     Has  anybody  been  punished  for  those  whippings  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  they  have  done  a  thing  with  anybody.  Everything 
stands  oi)en  just  as  it  was.     Nothing  at  all  has  been  done  no  way. 

Question.  What  effect  has  all  this  had  upon  the  colored  people  ?  Has  it  intimidated 
them,  or  made  them  afraid  to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  ? 

Answer.  It  looks  like  it ;  it  appears  so,  by  their  acts  to  me.  They  seem  to  not  know 
what  to  do  lor  the  best. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  reason,  except  that  you  were  all  republicans  and 
voted  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't ;  I  could  not  say. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  Smith  Watley  being  whipped? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  know,  because  he  came  down  here  and  let  me  know.  He  was 
whipx)ed  in  June.    He  came  here  hunting  me  up,  and  found  me  on  Sunday,  and  didn't 
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know  which  way  to  go.    He  told  me  his  circumstances,  and  I  fetched  him  to  Judge 
Minnis. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  all  the  circumstances  of  his  heing  whipped? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  soon  after  he  had  left  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Did  you  see  the  marks  where  he  had  been  whipped? 
Answe}\  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Where  were  they  ? 

Answer.  Here,  on  the  back  and  breast  and  shoulders.  I  saw  them  all  over  there ;  we 
didn't  live  far  apart  over  there. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.   What  did  he  tell  you  about  it  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  he  was  whipped  very  badly  by  the  Ku-Klux  on  that  night  ,*  out 
up  very  badly.  I  think  he  said  seven  of  them  whipped  him,  if  I  am  not  mistaken, 
and  by  his  swearing  that  he  would  not  tell,  I  suppose  that's  the  reason  they  didn't  kill 
him. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  they  whipped  him  for  ? 

Answer.  I  understf>od  it  was  because  he  was  a  republican. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  that  ? 

Ansiver.  That's  what  I  understood  him. 

Question.  Anything  else? 

Ansiver.  No,  not  particular,  as  I  could  recollect  at  this  time.  We  all  vote  at  the  same 
poll,  I  know. 

Question.  You  are  sure  he  told  you  it  was  because  he  was  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  all  voted  at  the  same  poll. 

Question.  You  are  sure  he  did  not  tell  you  anything  else  that  they  whipped  him  for. 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  recollect.  They  whipped  him  because  he  was  a  republi- 
can.   That  was  the  strongest  evidence  they  wanted  to  find  out. 

Question.  You  are  sure  they  told  you  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Do  you  know  Dan  Sturgeon  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Zack  Goldwaite? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Zack  was  whipped  by  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  If  he  was  whipped  it  was  since  I  came  away. 

Question.  Dick  Martin  ? 

Answer.  I  know  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  his  being  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  I  heard  it  d»wn  here  j  and  there's  Uncle  Joe  Baker,  I  understood 
he  was  whipped. 

Question.  Was  that  in  Coosa  County? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  he  whipped  ? 

Answer.  After  Smith  Watley,  or  the  day  before,  I  don't  know  which.  John  Baker, 
too. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped? 

Ansivm\  Yes,  sir;  so  I  understood.  There's  more  than  that,  butjl  couldn't  tell  you, 
and  I  clon't  want  to  tell  any  more  than  I  know.  There  are  several  cases  that  were 
whipped  since  I  came  down  here.    The  rest  of  them  can  tell  more  than  I  can. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  17, 1871. 
JAMES  H.  ALSTON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  been  living  here  about  sixteen  months,  but  my  place  of  residence  is 
Tuskegee.    I  have  been  forced  to  live  here  for  sixteen  months. 
Question.  Your  former  place  of  residence  was  Tuskegee  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  How  came  you  to  leave  there? 
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A7i8wei\  I  was  representative  of  that  county,  and  I  was  caused  to  run  away  from 
there.  I  had  to  leave  there  to  keep  from  being  shot,  and  to  keep  my  wife  from  being 
shot. 

Question.  Go  on  and  tell  the  committee  all  the  particulars  of  your  being  shot. 

A7isi(^ed\  [Producing  a  paper.]    This  is  about  the  first  thing  that  caused  it. 

Question.  What  is  that  ?    Your  commission. 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir,  as  chief  of  the  county. 

[The  witness  exhibits  to  the  committee  the  following  paper :] 

'^  UNION  LEAGUE  OF  AMERICA. 

[  Vignette.] 

^^  LIBERTY,   UNION,  EQUALITY. 

i^  To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  greeting : 

^'  Know  ye,  that  we,  the  State  Grand  Council  of  the  Union  League  of  America, 
for  the  State  of  Alabama,  do  grant  unto  James  H.  Austin,  J.  J.  Martin,  and  their  asso- 
ciates, this  charter,  constituting  them  a  council,  to  be  known  as No. U.  L. 

of  A.,  to  be  located  in  Tuskegee,  county  of  Macon,  State  of  Alabama : 

''  Know  ye,  therefore,  that  this  charter  gives  the  above-named  persons  and  their 
associates,  who  may  become  regular  members  of  this  League,  full  power  to  receive  male 
citizens,  over  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  initiate  and  instruct  them  in  the  work  of  the 
U.  L.  of  A.,  upon  such  rules  and  terms  as  the  constitution  of  the  League  Avill  permit. 
Also  gives  them  fall  power  to  make  such  by-laws  as  they  can  agree  upon,  provided 
they  do  not  conflict  with  the  constitution  and  rules  of  the  Grand  National  Council  of 
the  Union- League  of  America,  or  with  the  constitution  and  rules  of  the  State  Grand 
Council  of  Alabama.  Also  gives  them  power  to  elect  such  officers  as  they  think  worthy 
and  suitable  for  the  good  of  the  League.  Also  gives  them  full  power  to  jjerform  all 
duties  of  ^i  Council  of  the  Union  League  of  America,  while  they  conform  to  all  the  laws 
and  rules  of  the  League. 

''  In  witness  v/hereof,  we  have  caused  this  charter  to  be  signed  by  the  grand  pres- 
ident and  grand  secretary  of  the  State  Grand  Council  of  Alabama,  U.  L.  of  A.,  and  the 
seal  of  the  said  State  Grand  Council  to  be  affixed  thereto,  at  the  Grand  Council  Chamber, 
in  Montgomery,  Alabama,  this  third  day  of  December,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  sixty-seven. 

[SEAL.]  THOS.  O.  GLASCOCK, 

'^  Grand  President, 

'^  John  C.  Kefi^er,  Grand  iSeo^etary.'^ 

Question.  You  say  you  were  a  representative  of  what  county  ? 

Answer.  Macon  County.    I  was  elected  a  representative  of  Macon  County,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  and  Mr.  Martin  receive  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Council  of  the 
Union  League  of  America,  constituting  you  and  your  associates  a  council  at  Tuskegee? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  institute  such  a  council  as  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  that  give  offense  to  the  white  people  in  that  neighborhood  ? 

Ansive)\  It  did  at  the  first,  and  at  the  last  we  changed  it  to  be  a  republican  club,  after 
the  League  died  out,  you  know. 

Questioii.  Was  that  club  composed  exclusively  of  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  composed  entirely  of  republicans? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  they  were  republicans. 

Question.  You  stated  that  that  was  the  cause  of  some  violence  that  was  offered  to 
you  ? 

Ansiiwr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  what  violence  was  offered  to  you,  and  under  what  circumstances, 
stating  all  the  particulars. 

Ansxver.  I  have  been  shot.  I  have  now  in  me  buck  and  ball  that  injures  me  a  good 
deal,  and  I  think  it  will  be  for  life ;  and  my  wife  has  been  injured  a  good  deal. 

Question.  Tell  us  first  about  your  own  case.     State  when  you  were  shot. 

Answer.  I  Avas  shot,  I  reckon,  about  sixteen  months  ago.  It  was  somewhere  about 
May  or  June,  1870 ;  I  think  it  was  June. 

Question.  Were  you  at  home  at  the  time? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  j  sitting  on  the  side  of  my  bed. 

Question.  Was  in  the  day-time  or  night  ? 

Answer.  At  night,  about  ten  minutes  before  1  o^clock  at  night,  on  Saturday  night. 

Question.  Who  did  it  ? 

Ansivcr.  Well,  sir,  it  was  doiae  by  a  band  of  men,  who  were  against  my  politics,  as  a 
republican. 
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Question.  Were  they  disguised  men? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  so  far  as  the  disgiiisement  was  concerned,  my  shutters  were  closed, 
and  I  was  in  the  house,  and  they  fired  through  the  windows ;  and  I  didn't  see  the  men 
at  the  time. 

Question.  Had  you  a  light  in  the  house  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  Winds  to  your  windows  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  shot  through  the  hlinds  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  hit  you  in  the  hack  ? 

Ansiver.  In  the  back  and  through  the  right  hip. 

Question.  How  many  shots  were  fired? 

Answer.  Two  hundred  and  sixty-five  shots  were  counted  outside  in  the  weather- 
boarding  of  my  house  the  next  day,  and  sixty,  as  near  as  we  could  count,  passed  through 
the  window,  and  five  through  the  head-board  of  the  bed  I  was  sitting  on,  and  two 
through  the  pillow  that  my  head  would  have  laid  on,  and  four  in  the  foot-roll  of  my 
bed,  and  two  in  my  body. 

Question.  Was  your  wife  hit  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  »nd  one  of  my  children.  She  was  hit  in  her  right  heel,  and  it  is 
lying  in  her  foot  now. 

Question.  Was  she  in  the  bed  at  the  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  see  any  of  the  men,  you  say  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  the  time.    I  saw  them  before.    They  threatened  my  life  before  that. 

Question.  Did  they  come  to  your  house  on  horseback  or  on  foot  ? 

Answer.  They  came  on  foot,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  demand  admittance  into  the  house  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  shot  from  the  gate  right  through  the  window. 

Question.  Was  there  a  bright  light  in  the  house  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  the  light  made  by  the  fire  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  had  a  lamp  with  kerosene,  pretty  bright.  It  was  struck  just  as  I 
got  in. 

Question.  You  say  you  had  been  threatened  before  that  ? 

Answer.  Many  a  time. 

Question.  Who  threatened  you  ? 

Answer.  I  was  threatened  by  a  good  many  white  persons,  and  that  night  I  was 
threatened  by  colored  persons  that  they  had  appointed.  They  came  into  my  lodge  ;  I 
was  made  president  of  the  lodge,  or  my  club.  I  run  against  several  white  men — I  reckon 
six  of  them — and  by  trying  to  be  as  I  intended  to  be,  a  republican,  I  was  looked  upon 
well  by  the  constituents  I  had  there,  and  they  elected  me.  I  had  in  the  lodge  a  white 
secretary.  I  was  offered,  by  Mr.  Robert  Johnson,  $3,000  to  use  my  influence  in  the 
county  against  my  constituency. 

Question.  What,  in  the  legislature  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  in  the  county. 
Question.  To  use  your  influence  where  ? 

Answer.  To  nse  my  influence  in  my  own  county.  I  will  tell  you  how  it  happened. 
I  was  appointed  by  Governor  Smith,  myself  and  the  fellow  called  William  Turner,  at 
Wetumpka,  to  canvass  the  third  district.  He  thought  I  could  do  some  service  with 
the  party,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Governor  Smith  did  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  Mr.  Johnson  -,  he  offered  me  $3,000  to  use  my  influence  in  favor  of 
the  democrats. 

Question.  What  did  you  tell  him  ? 

Answer.  I  told  him  that  Jesus  Christ  was  betrayed  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  only 
one  to  the  thousand  to  what  he  offered  me ;  that  he  wanted  me  to  do  the  like;  but 
that  I  wouldn't  do  it  for  $3,000  or  to  save  my  life ;  that  I  held  my  life  more  dear  to  mo 
than  anbody  else,  but  I  wouldn't  betray  my  people  to  save  my  life. 
Question.  Who  was  Robert  Johnson  ? 

Ansiver.  A  gentleman  that  stays  up   in  Tuskegee,  in  my  place.    Misfortunately  he 
happens  to  be  my  wife's  father,  I  believe.    I  don't  know  that,  but  I  think  he  is. 
By  Mr.  Blaik  : 
Question.  You  think  that  Mr.  Johnson  is  your  wife's  father  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  wanted  me  to  have  something  though ;  he  was  a  democrat,  and 
he  thought  $3,000  would  help  us  a  little  if  I  would  change  my  politics. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  1  was  a  shoemaker  before  I  was  a  musician.  At  that  time  I  was  a  represent- 
ative from  that  county.  ^^^^^^  ^^  GoOglc 
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Question.  In  the  legislature  ? 

Anstvei\  Yes,  sir.  When  I  was  shot  I  was  a  representative  of  the  State. 
Question.  Did  you  have  a  good  deal  of  influence  with  the  colored  people? 
An8ivei\  I  had  them  every  one,  just  from  my  authority ;  that  is  true.  I  used  the  in- 
fluence ;  I  was  threatened  every  day,  but  I  rode  around  and  I  got  them  all,  and  insured 
them  as  constituents  with  my  authority  ;  from  my  assurance  to  them  that  I  had  acted 
for  them  where  they  placed  me  as  my  constituents,  I  had  them  right  with  me  to  do 
whatever  I  wanted  done  in  the  county.  I  had  that  commission  from  the  grand  lodge, 
and  I  took  a  vote  to  that  thing.  I  worked  altogether  by  that,  and  I  never  varied  from 
it  a  letter  up  to  the  time  I  was  shot. 

Question.  How  muc^  of  a  club  did  you  form  ? 

Ansiver.  I  reckon  between  three  or  four  hundred  or  five  hundred,  I  reckon. 
Question.  You  Avere  about  telling  the  committee  the  cause  of  your  being  shot.    You 
may  go  on  now  and  state  what  warnings  you  received  and  the  threats  that  were  made. 
Answer.  I  received  a  Ku-Klux  letter  from  them  once.    I  brought  that  down  and  gave 
it  to  the  general  in  command  here. 
Question.  What  did  they  write  to  you? 

Ansiver.  That  I  had  better  leave— wait  and  let  me  get  it  together ;  it's  a  long  time 
ago — that  the  bloody  moon  and  the  highway  murderers  was  seeking  my  blood;  that 
the  tombs  in  the  grave-yard  was  rumbling  together  against  each  other  to  receive  my 
body — have  you  got  the  midnight  robbers  and  murders  down  ? — and  I  had  better  leave. 
Now,  sir,  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman  named  Harper,  in  Tuskegee,  that  there  was  a  letter 
of  that  kind  in  the  office  for  me,  which  he  knew  all  about.  Mr.  Harper — I  hope  you 
will  take  th?it  name  down,  particularly — I  told  him  I  was  a  representative  of  the  State 
then,  and  had  a  box,  and  I  went  for  my  letters  every  day ;  I  didn^t  think  I  ought  to  be 
taught  what  time  to  go  to  the  office.  I  went  there  and  got  the  letter,  and  Mr.  Phelps 
was  the  postmaster  at  that  time  in  Tuskegee.  I  wanted  him  to  notice  that  I  got  that 
letter  out  of  the  office. 

Question.  Did  you  show  him  the  letter  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  open  it  in  the  office  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  opened  it  and  lianded  it  to  the  sheriff,  and  he  read  it,  and  after  I 
took  the  letter  out  and  handed  it  to  the  sheriff,  and  got  him  to  read  it — a  gentleman  by 
the  name  of  Mr.  Moore  was  the  sheriff  at  that  time  ;  I  don't  know  the  initials  of  his 
name,  but  I  think  it  v/as  James  Moore — after  the  letter  was  taken  out,  Mr.  Henry  Fos- 
ter and  Mr.  Bill  Dougherty,  which  is  a  republican  now — ^he  has  changed  since — ^met  me 
on  the  street,  and  told  me  that  they  were  Ku-Klux.  In  the  day-time  that  was  done  ; 
they  had  no  disguises  on ;  they  had  pistols  though,  plenty  of  them.  One  had  four  and 
the  other  had  two.  They  told  me  that  they  had  Jesus  Christ  tied,  and  God  Almighty, 
the  damned  old  son  of  a  bitch,  chained,  and  they  were  Ku-Klux.  This  was  in  the  day- 
time. They  told  me  that  they  were  going  to  kill  me,  but  if  I  would  join  the  Ku-Klux 
they  would  spare  my  life.  Then  they  asked  me  if  I  didn't  see  them  leading  Jesus  Christ 
and  God  Almighty  through  Tuskegee  as  an  elephant  ?  I  told  them  no,  and  if  they 
were  at  the  place  I  was  at,  in  their  beds,  at  that  time  of  night,  they  would  not  have 
seen  them.  They  persuaded  me  then  to  burn  up  the  Ku-Klux  letter  that  I  had.  I  told 
them  no,  I  would  hand  it  over  to  the  general,  which  1  did.  I  told  them  I  would  bring 
it  down  to  the  general  and  wouldn't  burn  it,  and  I  did  so. 
Question.  What  general  was  that? 

Answer.  I  can't  recollect  now  who  was  in  command  here  at  the  time.  It  was  the 
general  that  came  after  this  cripple-man  they  had  down  here.  I  could  tell  in  the  morn- 
ing which  ;  I  will  make  a  report  if  you  want  it. 

Question,  Was  that  the  only  warning  you  had  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  coming? 
Ansiver.  No,  sir.  My  house  is  between  the  court-house  and  a  church  they  call  Zion 
church,  which  they  x)Osted  it  up  on  the  bridge.    I  was  compelled  to  cross  over  going 
to  my  house. 

Question.  What  did  they  post  up  ? 

Answe}\  T^iat  if  ever  I  attempted  to  cross  the  bridge,  my  throat  should  be  cut,  and 
that  a  damned  nigger  that  was  a  republican  should  not  live  anywhere  about  them-.  I 
was  persuaded  by  several  of  the  citizens  not  to  cross  the  bridge.  I  told  them  that  on 
the  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  and  fifteenth  amendments,  I  thought  I  had  a  right  to  cross 
any  place  that  would  lead  me  to  x>roperty  I  had  bought  and  paid  for,  and  I  would  go. 
I  crossed  the  bridge  several  nights,  and  the  notice  was  there,  but  I  never  was  attacked 
Question.  Did  you  receive  any  other  notice? 

Answer.  Gentlemen,  there's  only  three  things  I  want  to  say :  I  want  you  to  under- 
stand what  General  Battle,  the  gentleman  I  was  with  in  the  command,  which  bought 
me  as  a  slave  and  carried  me  into  the  army,  and  even  went  near  enough  to  send  on 
the  ctipital  at  W^ashington,  General  Battle — I  suppose  you  have  heard  of  the  name — 1 
want  to  tell  you  what  he  said  to  me  the  second  or  third  night  after  I  was  shot. 
Qiiestion.  Were  you  a  soldier  in  the  war  ? 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  was  for  awhile  with  them,  because  I  was  a  slave. 
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Question.  In  the  confederate  army? 
Ans\vei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  carry  a  mnsket  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  I  always  have  been  a  musician.  I  fonght  in  the  Mexican  army,  a 
boy.  I  never  did  anything  else  in  my  life.  They  forced  me  to  enlist  then.  I  will  tell 
you  what  General  Battle  did.  The  sheriff  of  Macon,  Mr.  Paget,  after  I  was  shot,  Sun- 
day morning,  got  that— that,  I  think,  is  the  most  particularest  thing  you  gentlemen  has 
got ;  that  iSj  his  action  with  me,  a  colored  man.  The  probate  judge  of  the  county,  on 
the  Sunday  morning  after  I  was  shot,  eame  to  my  house.  His  name  is  Mr.  Mennifee. 
He  told  me  that  I  attempted  to  celebrate  the  fifteenth  amendment ;  which  I  did.  I 
will  own  that.  He  wanted  to  show  me  that  a  nigger  couldn't  hold  no  office  in  that 
county  no  longer,  and  he  knew  that  I  was  going  to  be  shot ;  that  a  nigger  wasn't  fit 
for  nothing  else  than  to  drive  oxen,  and  drive  the  carriage  of  white  folks.  I  refused 
then  to  have  any  arrests  made  of  men  that  had  threatened  my  life  the  night  before.  I 
told  them  I  couldn't  get  justice,  and  I  didn't  want  any  arrests  to  be  made.  He  brought 
the  soldiers  there,  and  forced  me  to  make  arrests  of  the  men  that  shot  me,  or  threat- 
ened my  life,  formed  a  counsel  for  me  against  my  wishes,  which  was  a  white  man  that 
had  lost  all  his  property  on  account  of  the  fire,  aiKl  I  had  some  property,  and  he  wanted 
to  get  hold  of  my  house  and  lot.  They  had  me  taken  out.  After  two  days  after  I  was 
wounded  they  took  me  out  of  my  house  and  hauled  me  in  the  wagon,  in  the  rain,  to 
the  court-house,  and  they  examined  me  from  8  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  (5  in  the 
evening,  drawing  gallowses  and  everything  before  me  to  keep  from  getting  in  the 
right  evidence  that  I  knowed,  but  it  didn't  effect  nothing  with  me.  They^oldme 
lliad  made  myself  so  conspicuous  in  the  county,  I  made  my  way  to  Washington, 
which  I  did.  I  went  to  Washington,  sir,  and  I  came  back,  and  they  said,  ''  We  intend 
to  kill  you  before  you  shall  rule  this  county  any  longer."  A  gentleman  by  the  name  of 
Tom  Dryer,  on  Monday  morning  after  I  was  shot,  on  Saturday,  living  on  the-  next  lot 
to  my  lot,  my  own  property,  had  a  woman  that  was  a  cook,  came  and  tokl  me,  or  sent 
word  to  me,  that  if  I  am  not  dead,  I  should  die ;  and  the  sheriff,  Mr.  Paget,  on  the  Sun- 
day night,  came  there,  and  put  a  guard  of  twelve  colored  men— he  took  the  names 
down— to  guard  me  and  my  property.  I  was  wounded  at  the  time,  and  my  wife  was. 
He  said  there  would'nt  be  any  more  disturbance  at  all ;  they  would  show  me  that  there 
wouldn't  be  any  more.  He  instructed  these  men  to  stay  right  in  my  yard,  and  take 
care  of  me  and  my  property.  About  ten  minutes  after  he  left.  I  was  fired  on  that  night 
by  the  same  crowd.'    I  will  tell  you  exactly  what  I  did. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  it  was  the  same  crowd? 

Answei'.  General  Battle  was  the  man  that  was  appointed  by  Governor  Smith  to  get 
up  a  posse,  they  call  it,  and  said  he  meant  to  quiet  the  thing  ;  and  he  told  me  after- 
ward they  did.  On  Monday  night  I  was  shot  at  again.  Gentlemen,  I  am  going  to  tell 
you  the  truth.   I  was  wounded,  lying  on  wet  clothing. 

Question.  Where  was  the  guard  ? 

Answer.  Lying  on  my  floor,  and  all  around  my  bed,  knowing  I  was  a  man  that  al- 
ways did  right.  When  thej^  tired  on  me,  I  heard  the  words,  "  God  damn  you,  follow 
me,  and  we  will  show  you  what  we  will  do  with  you."  Being  lying  in  the  bed,  and 
hearing  the  sheriff  of  the  county  taking  the  names'of  these  men  that  he  had  placed  to 
guard  me,  to  see  that  I  should  not  be  hurt  any  more  after  I  was  shot  on  Monday  night, 
I  jumped  up.  I  had  an  olcl  sword,  that  was  made  me  a  present  by  a  colored  man,  and 
I  went  in  the  yard  and  commanded  the  men,  how  the  sheriff  had  placed  them  in  the 
yard,  and  told  them  not  to  go  out  of  the  gate.  I  fastened  the  gate  with  this  hand,  and 
I  held  the  sword  in  this  hand,  and  then  I  kept  them  back.  I  had  done  made  them 
ground  their  arms  in  my  house  two  days  before  that,  but  the  sheriff  put  them  there. 
I  held  the  gate,  and  said,''^  Don't  go  out  of  that.  Obey  the  orders  of  the  officer  of  the 
county." 

Question.  You  told  the  guard  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  kept  them  in  your  house  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  in  the  yard. 

Question.  How  long  after  that  before  you  left  the  county  ? 

Answer.  It  was  the  week  afterward. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  lived  there  since  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  away  ever  since. 

Question.  Have  any  persons  been  prosecuted  for  shooting  at  you  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  first  time  they  took  them  up,  they  tried  to  prosecute  them  in  a 
way  to  blind  me.  But  they  could'nt  blind  anybody,  because  we  have  no  republicans 
in  that  county  but,  I  think,  Mr.  Jake  J.  Martin  ;  he  is  the  Fifth  Auditor,  I  believe,  in 
the  Treasury  Department.  He  left  the  county  in  my  hands,  as  you  will  see  in  the 
paper.     1 1 /egged  him  to  put  juries  there. 

Question.  lias  anybody  been  punished  for  shooting  at  you  ?    Please  to  answer. 

jinsicer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  punished  in  this  way :  they  were  given  whisky  and 
cigars,  and  congratulated  by  white  men  that  night  lor  their  bravery  for  attacking  me, 
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and  the  on]y  tliiug  tliej^  had  against  them  was,  I  was  not  killed.  I  have  been, 
in  this  place  sixteen  months,  not  allowed  to  go  to  my  own  i)roperty,  and  I  am  suffering. 
My  horses,  one  of  them,  is  killed;  taken  away  from  me  and  the  buggy  cut  up.  My 
house  and  lot  is  there,  and  I  am  not  allowed  to  go  near  the  county.  Now,  sir,  I  want  to 
tell  you  one  thing  more  ;  I  went  there  six  months  after  that.  I  went  to  Governor  Smith, 
the  governor,  which  has  sent  for  me  while  he  was  up  there,  to  settle  this  question.  I 
am  sorry  to  tell  you,  but  from  the  station  I  took  in  that  county  I  carried  it  republican 
every  time.  I  was  register  and  theh  representative.  I  carried  it  so  that  every  black 
man,  woman,  and  oh'ild,  and  everything  else,  was  for  me,  and  I  was  offered  §3,000  to 
change  the  thing,  and  because  I  wouldn't  take  it  I  was  shot.    I  want  to  tell  you  this. 

Question,  That  is  information  I  have  not  asked  for.  Will  you  please  answer  my  ques- 
tions ? 

Mr.  Blair.  Tell  us  all  about  that. 

Answer,  After  they  offered  all  this  money,  they  said  they  would  send  a  man  that 
would  do  it,  bragging  over  it ;  that  they  had  a  man  up  here  that  would  represent  to 
suit  them.  I  am  not  a  representative  now.  That  man  has  got  the  county  so  that  the 
negroes  are  all  leaving  it.  Now  they  want  to  use  me  as  a  Tennessee  man  would  use 
a  gray  horse  among  mules.  They  would  give  me  fifty  dollars  to  get  me  to  use  mj 
influence  as  a  democrat  in  that  county ;  but  if  I  w^as  shot  for  any  crime,  I  want  to  stay 
away.  I  shan't  go  back  there,  to  lead  them  people  to  the  democratic  party.  I  don't 
belong  here  ;  I  am  a  South  Carolinian,  born  and  raised  in  Charleston,  and  I  will  not 
do  it.  But  I  will  go  back  there  when  I  have  the  authority  to  carry  that  county  repub- 
lican; whenever  I  am  protected  by  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  amend- 
ment as  a  man  amongst  men,  I  am  willing  to  go  back  any  day,  if  I  have  the  authority 
to  do  as  Mr.  (Colfax  told  me  to  do  when  I  was  in  Washington  last.  I  was  in  a  conven- 
tion, sir.  I  was  one  of  five  men  that  went  up  to  Washington  City  when  one  hundred 
white  men  went,  and  I  am  the  only  man  that  is  living.  Every  one  is  killed  or  dead 
that  went  there  to  the  inauguration  of  Grant.  Mr.  Abercrombie  said  I  should  not  live, 
but  God  Almighty  said  I  should,  and  I  am  living. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Robert  Abercrombie  said  you  should  not  live  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  all  the  other  men  who  went  to  Washington  City  are  dead? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  not  from  Macon  County,  but  from  the  State. 

Question.  How  many  of  you  went  ? 

Ansiver.  Five ;  only  five  of  us,  and  the  auditor,  here,  Mr.  Reynolds,  took  us  around, 
and  gave  us  introductions  to  the  officers  in  Washington  and  Governor  Smith. 

Question.  Who  were  the  other  four  men  who  went  up  with  you  ? 

Ansiver.  A  fellow  named  Berry,  from  Mobile;  a  fellow  named  John  Carroway,  a 
member  of  the  legislature. 

Question.  Where  did  he  live  ? 

Ansiver,  He  is  dead ;  he  lived  in  Mobile,  and  Jones  and  Alston — that's  my  name — and 
Gregory. 

Question,  Does  Judge  Battle  live  in  Tuskegee  ? 

Ansiver,  I  don't  know  whether  he  is  there  now  or  not.  He  got  into  some  little 
difficulties  there  and  left.  I  don't  whether  he  is  there  or  not.  Mr.  Bowen  is  there. 
He  is  the  only  man  I  could  say  is  a  republican  in  the  whole  county. 

Question.  The  only  white  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  postmaster  there  now.  Well,  sir,  Mr.  Battle,  after  fighting 
me  on  that  night,  or  fighting  those  boys,  came  in  on  Tuesday  morning ;  Monday  night 
was  the  last  time  they  fired  on  me.  Tuesday  morning  General  Battle  came  in.  He 
felt  my  pulse  and  he  felt  my  head,  and  he  told  me  I  had  a  very  hot  fever.  I  told  him 
I  had.  He  says  to  me,  ^^  Jim,  I^have  found  that  negroes  will  fight.  I  come  now  to  you 
to  make  a  compromise.  I  want  to  compromise  with  you.  The  county  is  big  enough 
for  all  of  us  to  live,  and  if  you  will  quiet  your  men,  I  will  quiet  mine."  I  told  him  I 
had  no  men  but  the  colored  men  in  Macon,  and  the  colored  men  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  and  the  colored  men  in  the  United  States  was  looked  upon  to  be  the  osly 
law-abiding  and  quiet  men  by  the  sense  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  That 
is  what  I  told  him.  Then  there  was  a  committee  sent  to  wait  on  me,  to  make  me  sign 
something,  that  I  didn't  do.  It  was  to  show  that  I  had  got  up  a  conspiracy  in  Macon 
County,  and  that  I  was  willing  to  leave  the  county  and  go  away  to  Georgia  or  some 
other  State.  I  told  them  I  had  some  money  invested  in  Montgomery,  and  I  was  com- 
pelled to  get  that  money  before  I  could  leave  the  State..  They  asked  me  how  many 
days  then  it  would  take  me  to- get  this  money. I  had  in  Montgomery?  I  told  them, 
two  or  three  days.  That  committee  then  allowed  me  two  or  three  days  to  come  down 
here  and  get  the  money  I  had  invested,  and  then  I  could  get  away  from  here  and  go 
to  Georgia  or  some  other  State.  But  they  said  if  I  staid  any  time  over  that  two  or 
three  days,  they  had  friends  down  here  to  take  me  up  and  hang  me.  They  tried  to  fool 
me  in  that  way.    Of  the  eight  men  they  sent  to  wait  on  me,  not  one  of  them  was  an 
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officer  of  that  county  or  any  other  county,  and  1  thought  the  best  way  I  could  do  to 
savo  my  life  was  to  acknowledge  or  agree  to  whatever  they  said;  to  do  the  best  I  coul^, 
and  get  away.  They  pursued  me  so  close  I  had  to  take  the  woods.  I  run  and 
jumped  my  fence  out  of  my  own  house  and  run. 

Qmstion.  Was  that  in  Macon  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  thought  that  was  in  Tuskegee  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  in  Macon  County;  Tuskegee  is  the  county-seat  of  Macon  County. 

Question.  You  had  to  run  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  run  and  staid  in  the  swamp  ten  days. 

Question,  Who  were  the  men  of  this  committee  ? 

Ansiver.  Mr.  Carlos,  Mr.  Johnson 

Question.  Was  it  Robert  Johnson  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  were  the  others  ? 

Answer.  General  Gunn,  Thomas  Dryer,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  McMullen,  Doctor  Grigg. 

Question.  Did  you  quit  the  county  then  ? 

Answe)\  I  didn^t  quit  right  then.  I  was  in  the  swamp  ten  days  before  I  quit.  They 
had  men  hunting  me  every  day.  Orders  was  given  by  Mr.  Abercrombie  for  me  not  to 
be  taken — but  I  was  too  sharp — wherever  they  found  me  to  kill  me  ;  that  the  dead 
couldn't  tell  tales.  That's  what  he  has  told.  I  staid  in  the  swamp,  and  dodged  him 
in  it,  and  dodged  every  time  I  saw  them  coming,  and  I  made  my  escape  by  walking 
fifty  miles,  all  night  and  day,  going  to  Montgomery. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  Octoher  18, 1871, 
WM.  DOUGHERTY  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  where  you  reside  at  this  time. 

Answer.  At  Opelika,  Lee  County,  Alabama. 

Question.  Of  what  State  are  you  a  native  ? 

Ansiver.  Of  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Question.  Where  were  you  living  in  June,  1870  ? 

Answer.  In  Macon  County,  Alabama,  at  Tuskegee. 

Question.  What  was  your  occupation  at  that  time  f 

Ansivor.  Practicing  attorney — I  am  a  little  too  fast,  it  might  be  said  I  was  a  practic- 
ing attorney  at  that  time,  but  I  was  doing  no  business ;  I  had  got  a  commission  as 
assistant  marshal  to  take  the  census  for  that  /county. 

Question.  Did  you  take  the  census  for  Macon  County  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did,  sir,  for  a  large  portion  of  the  county. 

Question.  You  may  state  to  the  committee  whether  you  were  ever  molested  or  inter- 
fered with  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  as  assistant  marshal. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  time  in  the  month  of  June,  after  I  had  been  engaged  in  my 
work  about  -a  week,  I  received  a  communication  from  the  chairman  of  the  executive 
State  committee,  General  Healy,  requesting  my  attendance  in  Montgomery,  to  confer 
with  certain  members  of  the  republican  party  in  relation  to  the  political  status  of 
Macon  County,  to  see  what  could  be  done  to  restore  confidence  among  the  republicans 
there  ;  they  had  been  disorganized  by  an  attempt  to  assassinate  J.  H.  Alston,  in  the 
night-time,  in  his  house,  somewhere  about  the  first  o  the  month  of  June,  probably  the 
first  Saturday  in  June  ;  I  know  it  was  on  Saturday  night  when  it  was  done. 

Question.  Was  this  Alston  the  colored  representative  in  the  legislature  of  Alabama 
from  Macon  County  ? 

Answer.  He  was,  sir. 

Question.  You  may  state  the  particulars  of  the  outrage  upon  him,  so  far  as  you  know 
or  learned  them  from  reliable  sources  at  the  time. 

Ansiver.  All  that  I  state  now  is  what  I  learned  and  what  was  generally  reported  in 
the  community.  There  had  been  a  meeting  of  the  republican  party,  or  the  Central 
Republican  Club  of  the  county,  as  I  understood,  at  Zion  church.  Alston  had  attended 
there,  and  there  was  quite  a  full  attendance.  After  the  meeting,  and  after  the  congre- 
gation had  dispersed,  about  between  12  and  1  o'clock — it  might  have  been  1  o'clock — a 
party  of  armed  men  fired  into  Alston's  house.  He  was  about  retiring]  to  bed  with  his  wife. 
As  l"  understand,  he  blew  out  the  light  immediately  upon  the  discharge  of  the  first 
gun,  or  about  that  time.  Alston  was  wounded  in  one  or  two  places.  His  wife  was 
wounded  in  the  ankle.  She  was  then  in  a  critical  condition,  enciente ;  and  the  head- 
board and  the  wall  were  marked  with  bullets,  buckshot,  and  pistol-balls.  Three  or 
four  freedraen  were  taken  up,  charged  with  this  attempted  assassination  of  Alston,  and 
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confined  in  jail.  When  the  report  of  what  had  happened  had  gone  out  into  the 
county,  freedmen  assembled*  there  on  Sunday  (the  day  following)  from  all  sections  of 
the  county,  and  there  were  at  least  seven  or  eight  hundred  people  in  the  place,  and 
their  object,  as  they  said,  was  to  take  these  freedmen  from  the  jail  and  execute  them 
summarily.  The  sheriff  interposed,  collected  his  posse,  and  held  them  in  check  for 
some  time.  The  governor  was  notified,  and  a  company  of  United  States  troops  went 
up  there  with  the  governor.  As  I  understand,  the  governor  made  them  a  speech.  It 
was  not  necessary  to  call  out  the  military.  The  crowd  dispersed  at  the  notice  of  the 
government,  or  warning  of  the  governor;  and  immediately  after,,  or* within  a  few 
days  afterward,  those  parties  who  had  been  imprisoned  were  bailed.  They  were  sub- 
sequently discharged,  no  true  bill  ever  having  been  found  against  any  one  of  them  for 
that  offense.  This  shooting,  and  the  subsequent  action  there  of  the  court,  had  a 
tremendous  effect  upon  the  republican  party  in  Macon  County.  Men  said  there  pub- 
licly that  they  vshould  not  meet  unless  they  met  at  the  court-house,  and  in  the  day- 
time, or  at  such  other  place  as  they  gave  them  permission  to  meet  in. 

Question.  Who  said  this  ? 

Answer.  Members  of  the  democratic  party;  white  men  whom  I  knew  belonged  to 
the  party.  I  was  taunted  with  it  frequently  myself.  That  was  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Macon  County  about  the  time  I  received  this  notice  to  appear  here  in  Montgomery,  to 
consult  with  the  members  of  the  republican  party  here  relative  to  restoring  confidence 
in  Macon  County. 

Question.  Before  you  pass  from  that,  state  what  your  information  is  as  to  the  ^i.^^  of 
the  crowd  that  assaulted  Alston  and  his  wife,  and  its  composition. 

Answer.  Well,  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  three,  and  might  have  been  as 
many  as  seven.  That  is  just  my  idea  from  the  bullet-marks  and  the  number  of  shots 
that  were  fired. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  shots  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  the  shots,  I  was  not  in  Tuskegee  at  that  time.  I  got 
home  that  night  after  supper. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  was  the  cause  of  this  assault  upon  Alston  ? 

A7isiver.  No,  sir ;  it  was  charged  against  the  parties  who  were  committed  on  ac- 
count of  it,  that  it  was  some  misunderstanding  at  the  meeting. 

Question.  You  say  the  parties  who  made  the  assault  were  never  identified  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  members  of  the  republican  party,  and  good  men  in  Macon  County, 
always  had  a  suspicion  of  who  did  it,  but  they  never  had  any  positive  proof. 

Question.  You  may  proceed  with  your  narrative,  Mr.  Dougherty. 

Answer.  About  that  time  there  was  considerable  rejoicing  there,  and  a  short  time 
after  that,  that  the  republican  party  had  been  scattered  to  the  four  winds  and  their 
leader  had  been  shot ;  and  I  received  a  notice,  as  I  said  before,  to  appear  here  for 
the  purpose  of  reorganizing  the  party.  I  came,  and  on  my  return  I  went  back  on 
the  accommodation  train,  and  got  to  Chehaw  a  short  time  after  dark.  My  horse 
and  buggy  were  waiting  for  me.  After  I  got  my  supper  at  the  hotel,  and  gave  the 
servant  an  opportunity  to  get  his,  I  started  for  Tuskegee.  Not  quite  half  a  mile,  be- 
tween a  quarter  and  a  half,  three-eighths  of  a  mile,  passing  through  a  swamp,  I  was 
fired  into  rather  in  the  rear  of  my  left  iiank.  The  ball  jjassed  through  the  sleeve  of 
my  coat  in  two  places — cut  my  coat  and  my  shirt  of  the  hand  that  I  had  my  lines  in,  my 
elbow  being  bent.  It  passed  into  the  side  of  my  coat  and  linen  duster,  and  struck  a 
letter  memorandum-book  in  my  left  breast  pocket,  which  glanced  the  ball  in,  and  it 
struck  me  in  the  side,  and  came  out  about  an  inch  and  a  half  from  my  umbilicus.  I 
was  only  fired  at  once,  but  heard  the  party,  whoever  it  was,  endeavoring  to  cock  his 
gun ;  but  my  impression  was,  from  the  sound,  that  he  had  got  the  cylinder  of  his 
weapon  about  half  moved  around,  and  it  had  stopped  from  some  obstruction ;  that  was 
the  impression  formed  upon  my  mind  from  what  I  heard.  There  was  only  one 
fire.  This  was  in  a  swamp,  an  unfrequented  place,  and  it  was  so  dark  that 
I  could  just  see  a  little  break  in  the  timber  overhead,  indicating  the  road. 
I  hurried  off  immediately,  and  got  home.  I  stopped  at  Colonel  Bowen's, 
and  left  some  things  there  that  I  had  got  for  him  in  Montgomery,  and  told 
him  I  had  been  shot,  and  he  was  very  much  alarmed,  and  requested  me  to  get  out  as 
quickly  as  x)ossible,  and  go  home.  I  went  over  home — but  I  had  better  go  back  in  my 
story — when  I  was  first  shot,  this  little  boy  was  sitting  on  the  left-hand  seat ;  I  sup- 
pose he  was  a  lad  between  fourteen  and  sixteen  ;  he  fell  down  instantly  in  the  foot  of 
the  buggy,  and  I  thought  he  was  killed.  After  driving  half  a  mile,  when  I  got  out  into 
the  open  woods,  I  saw  him  peep  over  the  side  of  the  buggy,  and  made  him  get  up, 
and  inquired  if  he  was  hurt.  When  I  stopped  at  Colonel  Bowen's,  I  told  the  boy  to 
take  my  buggy,  and  go  down  town,  and  get  Dr.  Johnson,  and  bring  htm  out  home  imme- 
diately. I  came  over  home,  and  the  negro  was  there  sitting  in  the  bnggy  in  the  back 
yard,  and  the  cook- woman  was  out  there  to  help  him  unharness.  I  asked  him,  ^'  Isaac, 
have  you  been  for  the  doctor ;  don't  you  know  I  have  been  shot,  and  I  sent  you  after 
the  doctor  ?"  As  soon  as  I  told  him  I  had  been  shot,  he  jumped  out  of  the  buggy,  and 
ran  for  town  very  much  alarmed,  and  the  cook-woman  left  me,  and  ran  into  a  house 
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and  closed  the  door.  My  mother  went  over  to  Colonel  Bo  wen's,  and  got  a  freedman 
from  there  to  go  down  town  after  Dr.  Johnson.  The  boy  went  out  of  the  front  gate,  got 
down  to  the  lower  end  of  the  lot,  jumped  over  the  fence,  and  went  hack  home  ;  they 
Avere  afraid.  I  mention  these  facts  to  show  you  the  state  of  the  people  about  there 
with  regard  to  these  things.  I  never  got  a  doctor  until  next  day.  I  may  state'further 
that  the  plans  I  proposed  were  carried  out  by  the  republican  party,  in  Macon  County, 
successfully,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  this  effort  was  an  attempt  to  take  my  life,  to  i)re- 
vent  the  accomplishment  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

QuesUoJi.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  as  to  who  made  or  inspired  that 
attempt  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  know  pretty  w^ell  who  did  it ;  the  man  was  named  Smith, 
J.  S.  Smith.  He  was  an  employed  at  a  livery-stable  in  Tuskegee,  and  had  x^reviously 
hung  me  in  effigy,  as  alsb  other  members  of  the  republican  i:)arty.  I  have  no  positive 
evidence  that  it  was  him ;  but  circumstantial  evidence  of  the  strongest  character. 

Question.  Do  ybu  know  of  any  other  acts  of  violence  perpetrated  in  Macon  County 
during  that  year  ? 

Answer.  I  do,  sir. 

Question.  You  may  state  them  to  the  committee. 

Ansicer.  On  the  night  of  the  3d  of  October  last — October,  1870— Hon.  J.  W.  Norris, 
Judge  Rice,  and  myself,  made  republican  speeches,  in  the  court-house  at  Tuskegee,  to 
a  very  kirge  crowd  of  republicans.  Nearly  all  those  at  the  meeting  were  freedmen. 
Judiire  Ilea  was  interrupted  frequently,  and  insulted  most  outrageously,  and  was  given 
the  aamned  lie  in  an  undertone.  Major  N^orris  and  myself  w^ere  allowed  to  speak  with- 
out interruption.  After  the  speaking  was  over,  and  some  other  business  connected  with 
the  meeting,  Major  Norris  was  grossly  insulted  and  pressed  upon  by  a  party  of  half- 
grown  boys,  headed  by  the  marshal  there  in  Tuskegee.  Major  Norris  staid  all  night 
with  me,  and  after  I  had  put  him  to  bed,  I  went  over  to  my  neighbor's.  Colonel  Bowen, 
to  talk  about  the  events  of  the  day,  and  matters  generally  in  the  county — county  mat- 
ters i:>articularly.  I  left  Colonel  Bowen's  about  half-past  11  o'clock,  and  got  back  to 
my  room,  lighted  a  lamp,  and  commenced  reading.  I  generally  kept  a  light  burning 
in  my  room  ail  night,  and  would  read  myself  to  sleep.  I  had  not  more  than  com- 
menced reading  fairly  before  I  heard  the  discharge  of  guns  of  some  kind.  I  got  up 
and  went  to  the  door.  This  Zion  church  was  Avithin  probably  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
of  my  house.  I  heard  firing  into  the  church  like  the  opening  or  commencement  of  a 
skirmish.  I  counted  at  least  ten  or  fifteen  shots,  and  then  they  got  so  fast  I  could  not 
count  them.  There  were  two  negroes  killed ;  one  was  killed  almost  instantly,  another 
died  in  the  course  of  a  week  afterward,  and  five  or  six  were  wounded.  This  was  a 
meeting  of  the  stewards  of  the  church,  for  the  purpose  of  a-ttending  to  some  church 
matters,  and  I  ascertained  afterward  that  the  party — but  before  I  get  to  that,  I  will 
state  that  I  ran  to  the  door,  and  stood  there  until  the  crowd  had  passed.  They  sepa- 
rated ;  some  of  the  crowd  passed  right  by  my  house.  The  moon  was  shining  so  bright 
I  could  read  print ;  I  could  read  the  paper  very  easily  oat  in  the  moonshine.  I  saw  the 
horses,  but  I  did  not  go  close  enough.  I  did  not  go  out  in  front  of  the  house.  They 
passed  on  by  my  house,  and  after  they  had  got  about  forty  or  fifty  yards  beyond,  they 
stopped  and  shouted  and  liooted  and  made  alL kinds  of  noises,  and  did  the  same  Wjien 
they  got  opposite  Colonel  Bowen's  house. 

Question.  Is  Colonel  Bowxn  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  He  is  ;  he  is  postmaster  at  Tuskegee. 

Question.  Was  this  crowd  disguised  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  see  them. 

Question.  Could  you  notice  whether  their  horses  were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  see  them  either  ;  the  road  goes  around,  and  I  saw  them  on  the 
opposite  hill ;  it  goes  down  a  hill,  and  up  another  one  ;  my  house  is  on  the  second  hill ; 
I  was  afraid  to  go  into  the  front  part  of  the  yard;,  in  fact,  I  had  made  arrangements 
for  hiding,  and  after  they  passed  beyond  my  house,  I  went  into-.  Major  Norris's  room, 
and  told  him,  '^  They  arc  here ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that )  they  have  been  firing  uj) 
town  and  they  have  passed  on  by  here."  He  asked  for  fire-arms  ;  I  told  him  I  did  not 
have  anything  there  but  an  old  g,un  I  had  not  shot  for  some  time,  and  did  not  knoAV 
whether  it  would  shoot  or  not.  I  w^as  very  much  alarmed.  I  told  him,  "  Hold  per- 
fectly still,  and  not  allow  anybody  to  know  you  are  here."  I  said ,  "  I  do  not  think  they  are 
going  to  attack  you  or  attack  the  house."  I  went  back,  and  I  suppose  sat  up  about  an 
hour  and  a  half  or  two  hours  and,  heard  nothing  more  of  them,  and  went  to  bed. 

Question.  How  large  was  that  part  of  the  crowd  which  passed  your  house  that 
night! 

Answer.  There  were  four  or  five,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  or  ascertain. 

Question.  This  was  the  same  night  of  the  political  meeting  ? 

Answer.  It  was. 

Question.  State  who  Mr.  Norris  was;  and,  if  he  was  a  candidate  for  ofSce,  what  ofl&cci 
he  was  running  for. 

Ansiver.  Mr.  Norris  was  the  regular  nominee  of  the  republican  party  of  the  third  con- 
gressional district  for  Congress. 
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Question.  And  who  was  Judge  Eice  ? 

Ansiver.  Judge  Kice  is  a  resident  of  the  second  congressional  district,  a  republican, 
and  a  lawyer  of  some  note  and  distinction. 

Question.  Is  he  the  same  Judge  Eice  who  was  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court 
before  the  war  ? 

Answe7\  Yes,  sir ;  for  several  years  a  judge  of  the  supreme  court,  and  chief  justice; 
he  worked  his  way  up  to  the  position  by  resignation  of  other  judges. 

Question.  You  speak  of  Zion  church  ;  was  that  burned  that  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  think  it  was  not  burned. 

Question.  Was  this  a  colored  church  ? 

Answer.  It  was,  sir  ;  it  was  desecrated  awfully. 

Question.  The  stewards  of  the  church  were  holding  a  meeting  that  night  in  the 
building  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  attending  to  some  church  matters,  and  they  had  collected 
a  kind  of  a  purse  there  to  purchase  a  bell,  and  had  the  money  counted  out  on  the  table 
there;  they  were  straightening  up  their  accounts  when  that  happened. 

Question.  This  church  was  situated  in  Tuskegee,  was  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  corporate  limits  of  the  town. 

Question.  You  say  two  negroes  were  killed  outright,  and  one  was  wounded  and  died 
afterward  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  shot  in  the  mouth  and  head. 

Question.  And  several  others  wounded  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    There  was  a  black  mask  picked  up,  also  a  note. 

Question.  Where  was  this  mask  picked  up  ? 

Answer.  It  was  picked  up  about  the  church. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  mask  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  it. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  note  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  it ;  I  could  have  seen  it  if  I  had  desired. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  were  the  contents  of  the  note  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  were  they  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  a  note  written  by  some  young  ladies  to  some  young  gentleman  in 
Tuskegee,  declining  an  invitation  to  attend  them  to  church,  or  attend  him  to  church  ; 
maybe  one,  or  maybe  two.  This  note  was  picked  up  by  the  pastor  there — the  colored 
pastor  of  that  church — and  repeated,  and  strenuous  efforts  were  made  by  certain  gen- 
tlemen in  Tuskegee  to  obtain  possession  of  it ;  and  by  my  advice  and  counsel,  the 
parties  having  possession  of  the  note  brought  it  down  to  this  place,  and  delivered  it  to 
General  Healy.  My  object  in  that  was,  to  ascertain  who  they  were,  and  have  these 
parties  brought  before  the  United  States  court. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  large  the  party  was  that  fired  on  the  church  and 
the  negroes  inside  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  generally  believed  that  there  were  about  fifteen  ;  they  separated  into 
three  parties  after  leaving  the  place. 

Question.  Were-  they  all  masked  ? 

Answer.  1  cannot  tell. 

Question.  You  have  no  information  upon  that  subject  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  no  information  upon  that  subject. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  their  hostility  to  the  church  or  the  members  of  the 
church  ? 

Answer.  The  church  had  been  used  as  a  place  for  political  meetings  ;  the  League  had 
met  there ;  I  never  belonged  to  the  League,  but  I  know  the  League  did  meet  there, 
and  I  have  met  there  frequently  in  political  meetings  after  the  League  had  discon- 
tinued its  regular  meetings. 

Question.  Did  it  ever  transpire  who  committed  this  outrage  upon  the  church  ? 

Answtr.  It  never  has. 

Question.  Has  there  never  been  any  judicial  inquiry  into  the  matter  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  coroner's  investigation  over  one  of  the  freedmen  who  were 
killed  at  the  church,  but  if  they  ever  did  anything  I  am  not  advised  of  it ;  I  do  not 
think  any  efforts  have  ever  been  made  to  ascertain  who  did  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  instance  of  outrage  upon  colored  people  or  Union 
men  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do ;  nearly  every  colored  church  and  school-house  in  the  county 
was  burned  up. 

Question.  What  number? 

A^isiver.  The  Arbor  at  Warrior  Stand  was  burned  ;  it  is  an  Indian  name,  named  after 
the  Big  Warrior  that  used  to  be  in  that  vicinity  ;  the  Sweet-Gum  church,  on  Caleebee 
Creek,  also ;  then  there  was  another  church  and  school-house  burned  down — I  am  try- 
ing to  think  of  the  name ;  it  has  been  so  long  since  that  time,  that  I  had  dismissed 
these  matters  from  my  mind  ;  but  there  was  one  other  burned  down,  but  the  name  I 
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caBDot  now  call  to  miDd.  That  Arbor,  at  Warrior  Stand,  I  suppose,  was  the  best  prop- 
erty that  was  burned  up ;  that  had  been  used  there  at  a  camp-meeting  by  the  white 
people,  and  they  gave  it  to  the  colored  people  there  after  they  had  discontinued  their 
camp-meeting ;  but  the  Sweet-Gum  church,  at  Caleebee,  was  purchased  by  the  freed- 
men.  I  canvassed  Macon  County  during  the  campaign,  and  the  freedmen  would  inva- 
riably request  me  not  to  hold  my  political  meetings  in  their  churches,  or  about  them, 
or  their  school-houses  ;  they  feared  they  would  be  burned  up. 

Question.  When  were  those  churches  and  school-houses  burned  ? 

Answer.  They  were  burned  before  the  election,  in  the  fall  of  1870 — of  last  year. 

Question.  Your  election  took  place  in  November,  1870? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  November,  1870. 

Question.  And  this  burning  took  j)lace  during  the  pendency  of  the  canvass  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  avowed  purpose  for  burning  them.  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  purpose  avowed  at  all,  but  it  was  done ;  I  understood  that  it 
was  a  spleen  against  the  freedmen — more  against  the  republican  party  than  anything 
else. 

Question.  What  was  the  relative  strength  of  the  two  parties  in  that  county  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  it  was  about  between  three  and  four  to  one. 

Question.  Which  had  the  majority? 

Answer.  Republicans  have  largely  the  majority. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  was  their  majority  in  the  Grant  election  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect ;  the  statistics  will  show  that ;  I  cannot  call  to  mind,  but 
I  know  this  much  :  I  made  myself  exceedingly  active  in  the  election  before,  and  the 
election  in  1869,  when  Mr.  R.  S.  Heflin  was  returned  from  that  district ;  there  was^con- 
siderable  feeling  in  1870 ;  I  am  told  there  were  at  least  600  republican  voters  in  Macon 
County  who  did  not  vote  at  all. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  that  ? 

Answer.  On  account  of  threats  arid  actual  deeds  of  violence  that  had  been  commit- 
ted, and  because  they  were  told  they  should  not  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Bl'air  : 

Question.  Do  you  say  men  were  deterred  from  voting  ? 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  I  know  a  white  man,  one  of  the  most  intelligent  men  in  Macon 
County,  who  had  been  a  republican,  and  he  came  up  and  voted  an  open  ticket — an 
open  democratic  ticket  out  and  out.  He  said  the  reason  he  did  so  was,  because  he  was 
afraid  to  do  otherwise. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  Dr.  W.  J.  Gautier. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Do  you  say  he  was  a  rex)ublican  in  principle  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  acted  with  the  republican  party,  and  he  came  up  to  the 
polls  and  voted  the  democratic  ticket  out  and  out,  and  said  the  reason  was  he  was 
afraid  to  vote  otherwise  ;  that  the  Government  could  not  protect  him  against  X)ublic 
opinion  in  this  matter  ;  that  all  he  had  was  here ;  he  was  certainly  afraid  of  his  prop- 
erty being  destroyed  and  his  life  taken.  I  can  state,  furthermore,  that  after  this  Alstou 
affair,  no  member  of  the  republican  partj^  in  Tuskegee  felt  safe;  Colonel  Bowen,  the 
present  postmaster  there,  for  several  nights  did  not  pull  off  his  clothes  ;  most  of  them 
slept  with  double-barreled  guns  and  pistols  about  them,  and  Colonel  Bowen  slept  iu 
another  room  from  the  room  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  sleeping  in,  and  kept  a  lamp 
burning  in  a  different  room  from  the  rooni  he  slept  iu  ;  I  changed  my  room  at  home  on 
account  of  some  female  members  of  the  family  coming  home,  and  was  on  the 
ground-floor.  I  was  afraid  to  keep  a  lamp  burning  in  my  room  after  dark,  and  never 
went  out  of  the  house  after  dark. 

Question  Do  any  other  instances  of  violence  occur  to  you  now  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  particularly  call  to  mind  any  now,  there  were  so 
many  occurring  that  I  heard  of;  but  these  I  give  you  as  authentic. 

Question.  You  may  state  to  the  committee  what  prosecutions,  if  any,  have  ever  been 
instituted  in  the  courts  for  punishing  the  men  who  committed  these  offenses. 

Ans\ver.  None  whatever;  as  I  previously  stated,  these  parties  I  mentioned  were 
arrested. 

Question.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  Alston  affair,  but  the  others. 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  With  that  exception,  no  attempt  has  been  make  to  bring  these  men  to 
justice  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  After  the  election  did  things  quiet  down  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  might  mention  two  other  things  that  occur  to  my  mind  now  that 
I  have  some  recollection  of.  I  had  been  advertised  to  speak  at  certain  points  in  the 
county  in  connection  with  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Booth,  from  Autauga,  the  solici- 
tor of  that  county,  and  Mr.  Knox,  of  this  place ;  they  were  to  attend  me  in  my  circuit 
around  the  county.  Mr.  Knox  never  came,  but  Mr.  Booth  did,  and  he  attended  one 
meeting  with  me,  and  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  demonstration  there,  that  Mr.  Booth  was 
afraid  to  attend  any  other. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  demonstration  ? 

Answer.  We  got  down  there  in  the  morning — got  there  early — and  Mr.  Booth  went  over 
to  a  store.  I  went  to  Mr.  Glass,  the  republican  senator  from  Macon  County.  I  went  to 
his  store  and  stopped  there;  Booth  walked  about,  and  one  man  insulted  and  cursed 
him  without  any  provocation  whatever,  and  they  took  out  their  shot-guns  and  fired 
off  their  squirrel-loads,  and  put  in  buck-shot. 

Questio7i.  Before  the  meeting  ? 

Answer.,  Yes,  sir ;  I  could  hear  them  calling  to  each  other  across  the  street  to  bring 
powder  and  buck-shot  over.  I  regarded  it  merely  as  a  piece  of  business  to  terrify  me, 
or  something  of  the  sort;  they  went  off  down  just  off  the  main  street,  and  fired  off 
their  guns,  and  came  back  and  loaded  them,  and  when  we  went  down  to  the  place 
where  the  speaking  was,  this  crowd  came  down  there;  one  man  brought  a  gun  to  the 
speaking,  aud  several  had  their  pistols  buckled  upon  them. 

Question.  Was  this  a  day  or  night  meeting? 

Answer.  It  was  in  the  day-time.  I  apprehended  some  difficulty  down  there,  and  had 
a  gun  and  pistol  myself,  and  Mr.  Booth  threw  his  cloak  over  my  gun  to  hide  it,  and  I 
pulled  it  off.  I  made  my  usual  speech  to  the  freedmen  there,  and  Mr.  Booth  made  a 
very  conciliatory  speech. 

Question.  W^as  there  any  interruption  of  the  meeting? 

Answer.  None  at  all,  sir ;  there  was  not  a  word  said  that  I  heard  ;  I  understood  that 
while  I  was  speaking  a  man  rode  ujd  on  horseback,  and  made  some  demonstrations  Avith 
a  pistol,  but  I  never  saw  them  ;  that  was  behind  my  back.  Mr.  Booth  left  then,  and 
we  traveled  to  our  appointments  in  the  night-time  ;  we  would  leave  before  day;  we 
started  at  unseasonable  times,  and  we  had  a  purpose  in  doing  it ;  that  was  one  time 
when  I  thought  there  was  an  effort  and  intention  to  intimidate,  to  terrify  during  the 
canvass.  At  another  point,  at  Hunnicutt  Precinct,  in  Macon  County,  I  got  down  there 
expecting  to  see  a  large  audience ;  there  ought  to  have  been  at  least  three  hundred 
there;  I  found  about  fifty  or  sixty,  and  they  were  all  armed,  either  with  guns  or  with 
pistols. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  freedmen  ? 

Ansiver.  The  freedmen  were  all  armed  with  guns  or  with  pistols.  I  drove  up  to 
the  store,  and  asked  what  was  the  cause  of  it.  The  justice  of  the  peace  there,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  republican  party,  came  out  and  told  me  that  three  men  had  been 
down  there  the  Saturday  previous,  and  had  cursed  him,  using  very  profane  and  inde- 
cent language  to  him,  and  had  dared  him  to  do  so  and  so,  even  to  speak,  and  then  went 
up  to  the  door  and  tore  down  a  notice  that  had  been  posted  up  there  of  my  coming 
there  to  speak,  and  spoke  of  me  in  very  harsh  and  rude  terms,  and  said  they  would  be 
there  to  meet  the  gentleman  when  he  came. 

Question.  Were  they  democrats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Leading  men  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  say  they  were,  but  they  came  from  very  good  families  ;  they  were 
young  men  ;  one  of  them  was  a  married  man  ;  they  tore  down  the  advertisement,  and 
this  one-armed  man  I  sj)oke-of,  Morrison,  threw  some  bread  and  crackers  he  had  been 
eating  into  the  magistrate's  face,  and  one  of  the  young  men  I  think  drew  his  pistol, 
and  told  him  to  kick  him,  to  kick  the  magistrate ;  that  he  was  a  coward  and  dared  not 
resist,  and  notified  him,  '^  We  will  be  down  here  to  meet  the  gentlemen  when  they 
come  f  when  I  got  down  there  and  found  the  freedmen  all  armed,  I  felt  very  bad;  I  do 
not  know  that  I  ever  felt  worse  on  any 'occasion  of  the  kind;  I  was  afraid  these  par- 
ties would  come ;  if  they  had  come  I  could  not  have  restrained  the  freedmen  from 
killing  them  ;  they  were  prepared;  they  had  their  guns  there,  aud  I  knew  I  would  have 
been  immolated  before  I  could  have  got  back  to  town,  or  to  Montgomery,  or  anywhere 
where  I  could  have  been  protected. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  meeting  on  the  3d  of  October,  1870 ;  when  Mr.  Norris  and 
Judge  Rice  spoke  ;  what  was  the  nature  of  the  interruptions  made  while  Judge  Rice 
was  speaking? 

Answer.  They  would  hiss  him,  and  say,  "  You  know  that  is  not  so,"  and  "  That  is  a 
damned  lie,"  and  various  interruptions  of  that  character. 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  parties  who  interrupted  him  ? 

Answex.  I  cannot  now  say  that  I  do. 

Question.  Were  they  armed  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  if  they  were ;  I  saw  no  weapons  produced  at  all ;  there  were 
some  weapons  drawn  upon  Major  Norris,  or  exposed  rather,  after  the  meeting. 
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Question,  Was  there  any  democratic  paper  published  at  Tuskegee  at  that  time  ? 

Ansiv€7\  There  was  the  Tuskegee  News. 

Question.  Did  that  paper  report  these  several  outrages  that  you  have  described  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  reported  them,  and  charged  them  upon  republicans. 

Question.  On  what  ground  did  they  charge  them  on  republicans  ? 

Answer.  On  various  grounds ;  they  said  when  I  was  shot  in  the  swamp  at  that  time, 
that  I  was  drunk  and  shot  myself;  they  sent  a  man  over  there  to  borrow  my  pistol  the 
next  day,  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  and  I  had  not  a  pistol ;  I  never  had  one,  and  I 
never  secured  arms  until  after  that  occurrence. 

Question.  What  were  the  comments  of  that  paper  upon  the  shooting  of  Alston  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  now  recollect,  sir  ;  people  seemed  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  aggrava- 
tion of  the  offense,  the  heinousness  of  the  offense  against  Alston,  because  the  people 
were  alarmed  there  when  the  negroes  came  in  in  such  crowds  ;  they  thought  they  were 
going  to  burn  the  town  or  commit  some  other  devastation,  and  they  seemed  to  lose 
sight  of  this  other  offense  altogether,  in  their  anxiety  for  their  own  safety;  and  the 
moment  this  crowd  disjiersed  at  the  instance  of  the  governor,  on  his  suggestion  par- 
ties just  stepped  forward  and  gave  bond  for  those  freedmen  charged  with  shooting 
them,  and  they  bragged  there  they  could  give  a  million  dollars  bond  if  tbey  wanted  it. 

Question.  Was  it  the  habit  of  this  democratic  paper  to  make  light  of  these  outrages 
or  excuse  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  deny  them,  or  say  they  were  ordinary  casualties  happening 
every  day,  and  when  one  would  break  out,  a  thing  like  the  shooting  of  Alston  or  the 
firing  into  the  church  or  a  person  firing  at  a  man,  they  would  say  republicans  did  it, 
or  he  did  it  himself. 

Question.  Did  that  paper  discountenance  these  acts  of  violence? 

Answer.  They  never  did  so  openly ;  they  have  never  published  it  in  their  paper.  I 
do  not  know  any  democrat  in  the  State  of  Alabama  who  ever  has,  and  I  have  repeat- 
edly told  them,  "If  you  will  just  hold  an  indignation  meeting,  and  frown  down  such 
a  thing  as  this,  you  can  stop  it;  but  if  you  do  not,  you  never  can.'^ 

Question.  What  would  be  their  reply  ? 

Answer.  They  would  say.  "  It  does  not  concern  me,  and  I  have  got  nothing  to  do  with 
it." 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  if  leading  influential  democrats  of  that  county  had  set 
their  faces  against  those  outrages,  and  made  a  determined  effort  to  repress  them,  they 
could  have  done  so  ? 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  they  could,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  on  account  of  the  course 
they  have  pursued  they  may  be  said  to  have  connived  at  these  things. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  result  of  these  various  acts  of  intimida- 
tion that  you  have  described  was  to  reduce  the  republican  majority  of  that  county 
about  600  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  break  it  up  entirely,  and  did  reduce  it  in  the  last  election. 

Question.  That  number  of  republican  voters  staid  away  who  otherwise  would  have 
attended  the  i)olls  and  voted  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  not  your  republican  majority  in  1869,  at  the  congressional  election, 
about  1,100  in  Macon  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  1,160.  I  recollect  Mr.  Heflin's  majority  was  very  near  1,160. 
I  think  1,160  were  polled,  but  some  were  cast  out  by  the  board  of  supervisors. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  it  was  last  year,  at  the  State  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  750,  all  polled.  The  board  of  supervisors  threw  out  a  great 
many.  I  think  they  threw  out,  probably,  over  300.  I  will  not  be  certain,  now,  about 
that. 

Question.  So  that  the  official  majority  was  reported  about  500,  was  it  not  ? 

Ansu:er.  Yes,  sir ;  about  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  disturbance  in  the  counties  adjoining  Macon  ? 

Answei'.  None,  sir,  but  what  I  have  heard  of.  I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Hyman  was  run 
away  from  Chambers  County,  and  Mr.  Ward  was  mobbed  there.  Mr.  Hyman  is  here, 
and  will  be  brought  before  the  committee.  He  told  me  he  had  a  subpoena  to  attend 
here  this  morning;  and  I  heard  or  got  newspaper  accounts  of  all  these  reports  in 
Middle  and  Western  Alabama. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  school-houses  being  burned  and  schools  broken  up 
in  Macon  County  f 

J  nsiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  mentioned  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  this  Alston  you  have  referred  to  a  leading  influential  man  among  the 
colored  peoyde  of  Macon  County? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  more  so  than  any  other  man  in  the  State  or  county.    I  think  he 
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had  a  strouger  influence  over  the  minds  of  the  colored  men  in  Macon  County  than  ever 
I  saw  exerted  or  used  by  any  man  in  any  case. 

Question.  Was  he,  on  that  account,  very  obnoxious  to  the  democratic  party  of  that 
county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  very. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  him  frequently  denounced  ? 

Answer.  Frequently. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  threats  made  against  him  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  of  threats,  communicated  to  me,  that  were  made  against 
myself.  Mr.  Harmount,  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  this  county,  was  going  down 
from  Tuskegee  on  the  train,  and  two  gentlemen  were  sitting  immediately  in  front  of 
him,  and  talking  about  things  in  Macon  County,  and  one  of  them  said  they  had  run. 
Alston  oif,  and  if  they  could  get  rid  of  Alley,  the  present  representative,  and  Dougherty, 
they  could  manage  thefreedmen  ;  and  the  other  said,  '^  Yes,  we  have  got  to  get  rid  oif 
them,  and  if  we  cannot  get  rid  of  them  in  one  way,  we  will  do  it  in  another."  I 
remained  there  for  three  months,  and  j)robably  would  never  get  down  town  but  once  or 
twice  during  the  whole  time. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Has  Alston  ever  returned  to  that  county  to  live  1 

Answer.  No,  sir.  One  thing  I  forgot  to  mention  in  connection  with  this  shooting 
affair,  many  arrests  were  made  on  account  of  the  mob  or  unlawful  assembly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  unlawful  assembly  ? 

Answer.  The  meeting  of  the  freedmen  after  Alston  was  shot,  to  punish  these  parties, 
and  protect  Alston  also ;  they  had  a  double  purpose  ;  many  arrests  were  made,  and 
they  were  arrests  of  the  most  prominent  republican  leaders  in  the  county  among  the 
colored  men  ;  those  parties  were  kejat  in  jail  for  two  or  three  days,  and  then  liberated 
upon  condition  that  they  would  leave  the  county,  or  leave  the  State.  Henry  Cook, 
and  a  shoemaker  there,  and  very  prominent  leader  of.  the  republicans  among  the 
freedmen,  a  freedman  himself,  was  told  that  if  he  would  leave  he  might  do  so  ;  if  he 
did  not,  they  would  enforce  the  law  against  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  told  him  so  ? 

Answer.  Members  of  the  democratic  party  there  in  Tuskegee. 

Question.  Who  were  the  men  that  told  him  so  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  who  they  were. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  they  w^ere  members  of  the  democratic  party? 

Answer.  I  was  told  so  by  Cook  himself. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  who  they  were  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  asked  him  ;  he  is  in  Columbus,  Georgia,  now  ;  he  can  be 
brought  here  by  the  next  train  ;  he  will  tell  you. 

Question.  I  wanted  to  know  what  he  told  you,  and  how  you  knew. 

Answer.  He  told  me. 

Question.  Is  this  man  Alston  a  man  of  character  and  standing  ? 

Answei\  Among  the  colored  men,  he  is. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  truth  and  veracity  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  is. 

Question.  He  stated  that  you,  in  company  with  Mr.  Henry  Foster,  that'*  Mr.  Bill 
Dougherty,  now  a  republican,  met  me  in  the  streets,  immediately  after  this  attack  was 
made  upon  me,  and  told  me  they  were  Ku-Klux,  and  were  going  to  kill  me  ', "  did  you 
say  that  ? 

Ansiver.  Immediately  after  what  attack  ? 

Question.  Upon  him  I 

Ansivei\  No,  sir,  I  never  said  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  tell  him  on  any  occasion  that  you  were  a  Ku-Klux? 

Ansiver.  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  doing  so. 

Question.  Did  you,  in  company  with  Mr.  Henry  Foster,  ever  have  any  such  conversa- 
tion with  him  at  any  time  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  had,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  recollect  whether  you  ever  told  him  that  you  were  a  Ku-Klux? 

Ansiver.  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  doing  it ;  I  never  belonged  to  any  such  organ- 
ization. 

Question.  Then  he  could  not  have  told  the  truth ;  did  he  tell  the  truth  ? 

Answer.  I  say,  if  I  ever  told  him  so,  I  was  jesting ;  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever 
telling  him  so. 

Question.  Is  not  that  a  matter  you  would  be  likely  to  recollect,  if  you  had  ever  told 
him  so  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  telling  him  so.  ^^  ^  ^^T^ 

Hosted  by  VjOOQIC 


1030      CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS    IN   THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

Question.  Would  not  you  be  likely  to  recollect  such  an  occurrence  ? 

Answer.  I  can  tot  say  that  I  would. 

Question.  Is  your  memory  as  bad  as  that,  that  you  cannot  remember  an  important 
matter  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  I  know  Foster  may  have  said  sucli  a  thing  to  him  in  my  company,  but  I  do 
not  think  I  ever  did ;  I  have  no  recollection  of  it,  if  I  ever  did.  Foster  is  one  of  these 
foolish,  hair-brained  sort  of  fellows,  and  most  generally  under  the  influence  of  liquor, 
and  says  and  does  a  great  many  things  that  are  not  so. 

Question.  In  a  matter  of  that  kind,  and  with  reference  to  a  subject  about  which  there 
was  so  much  feeling  and  excitement  as  you  have  described,  is  it  possible  that  you  could 
have  held  that  language  and  not  remeinber  it  ? 

Ansiver.  I  state  this  to  you,  General  Blair,  that  I  am  satisfied,  that  after  the  shooting 
of  Alstin  in  his  house  there,  I  never  made  at  any  time,  under  any  circumstances,  any 
such  statement  in  Henry  Foster's  company,  or  the  company  of  anybody  else. 

Question.  Did  Henry  Foster  ever  make  any  such  statement  to  him  in  your  company  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  Could  not  you  remember,  if  you  had  been  in  the  company  of  Henry  Foster, 
and  he  should  state  such  a  thing  as  this,  under  such  circumstances? 

Anstver.  Well,  Foster  does  and  says  so  many  foolish  things  that  I  do  not  know  that 
I  would  pay  much  attention  to  what  he  would  say  at  any  time. 

Question.  The  statement  he  made  was  :  "Mr.  Henry  Foster,  and  Bill  Dougherty,  now 
a  republican,  met  me  in  the  street  and  told  me  they  were  Ku-Klux,  and  were  going  to 
kill  me ;"  that  implies  that  both  of  you  made  the  statement  ? 

Ansiver.  I  never  made  it. 

Question.  "  They  persuaded  me  to  burn  up  the  letter  that  I  had  received  or  just  taken 
out  of  the  post-office,"  giving  a  circumstantial  account  of  the  letter,  a  threatenino- 
letter,  directed  to  him,  which  came  to  his  hands  through  the  post-office ;  and  he  says 
he  called  the  attention  of  the  postmaster  to  this  letter  at  the  time  he  received  it,  and 
that  you  and  Foster  persuaded  him  to  burn  it  up  ? 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  that  ? 

Ansiver.  I  never  knew  that  he  received  a  letter  ;  I  have  frequently  received  Ku- 
Klux  communications. 

Question.  That  is  not  the  point  now.  I  want  you  to  answer  the  question  I  am  ask- 
ing you.  If  you  have  anything  to  say  about  Ku-Klux  communications*  there  is  ample 
time  for  it.     You  never  knew  that  he  received  such  a  letter  ? 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  You  never  persuaded  him  to  destroy  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  he  did  not  tell  the  truth  about  that  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  does  or  not ;  but  when  he  says  I  did  that,  he  is 
mistaken  about  it. 

Question.  He  says  he  brought  it  down  and  showed  it  to  the  general  in  command  here ; 
that  he  refused  to  be  persuaded  by  you.  You  state  that  the  majority  of  Macon  County, 
in  1869,  was  1,100,  and  in  1870,  at  the  congressional  election,  was  500  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ,*  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  strictly  accurate.  General,  but  that  is  my 
best  recollection. 

Question.  Do  not  you  know  the  fact  to  be  that,  in  the  testimony  taken  in  the  con- 
tested election  between  Mr.  Norris  and  the  sitting  member,  it  was  proven  that  crowds 
of  negroes  caine  over  from  Georgia  and  voted  at  Tuskegee,  and  in  other  election  pre- 
cincts of  Macon  County  ? 

Answer.  .There  was  no  such  testimony  with  regard  to  Macon  County;  there  was  an 
effort  made  with  regard  to  Russell  County,  which  is  separated  from  Georgia  by  Chat- 
tahoochee River ;  there  was  testimony  to  that  effect,  and  testimony  against  that.  I 
recollect  the  testimony  distinctly,  because  I  Avas  representing  Major  Norris  as  his  coun- 
sel at  the  time.    I  recollect  the  testimony  upon  both  sides. 

Question.  You  say  there  was  no  such  testimony  as  to  Macon  County  ? 

Ansiver.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Mr.  Dougherty,  were  you  ever  indicted  for  a  crime  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  crime  for  which  you  were  indicted,  and  what  was  your 
defense  ? 

Answer.  I  was  indicted  for  murder. 

Question.  What  was  your  defense  ? 

Answer.  The  defense\vas,  that  at  the  time  the  deed  was  committed  I  was  under  the 
influence  of  morphine  to  such  an  extent  as  destroyed  my  reason.  That  was  the  evi- 
dence admitted  by  the  State. 

Question.  Was  not  the  defense  that  you  were  insane  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  were  you  tried  ? 
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Answer.  In  Macon  County. 

Question.  When  was  this  occurrence  ? 

Answer.  The  occurrence  was  Sunday  evening,  in  my  room,  the  12th  day  of  January, 
1868,  aod  I  was  tried  in  December  of  the  same  year. 

Question.  1869? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  December,  1868. 

Question.  Who  was  the  oifense  committed  upon ;  who  was  the  person  killed  ? 

Anstvcr.  One  Timothy  Davis. 

Question.  Was  he  a  white  man  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  charged  these  freedmen  with  the  outrage  upon  Alston  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  sir.  At  the  time  these  parties  were  arrested,  and  during 
almost  all  the  time  that  this  disturbance  was  going  on  in  Tuskegee,  I  was  in  a  differ- 
ent part  of  the  county,  taking  the  census. 

Questiont  The  negroes,  you  say,  assembled  from  all  parts  of  the  county  to  execute 
the  freedmen  charged  with  the  crime  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  also  to  protect  Alston,-  their  representative. 

Question.  They  had  a  distinct  purpose,  to  execute  these  men  ? 

Ansiver.  After  they  got  there  they  had  so  much  so.  that  the  sheriff  had  to  summon  a 
posse  to  protect  them. 

Question.  The  parties  were  bailed^  and  subsequently  discharged  upon  bonds  given  by 
whom? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  I  did  recollect,  too.  I  do  not  recollect  now  ;  but  I  had 
a  certified  copy  of  the  record  attached  to  the  testimony  in  the  Norris  and  Handley  con- 
tested-election case,  but  I  cannot  call  to  mind  the  testimony  on  that  point  now. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  charge  was  that  there  was  a  misunderstanding  in  the 
meeting  of  the  freedmen  prior  to  this  assault  upon  Alston  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  by  reason  of  this  misunderstanding  the.i)artie8  made  this  attack  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  such  a  misunderstanding  at  the  meeting  ? 

Answer.  Not  more  than  was  ordinary  among  them  at  the  meetings  there. 

Question.  They  generally  have  a  misunderstanding,  do  they  ? 

Answer.  There  was  generally  a  good  deal  of  confusion  and  excitement  at  their  meet- 
ings. They  were  organizing  a  club  there,  and  there  were  some  parties  there  who 
w^anted  the  ascendency,  and  there  was  a  party  that  wanted  to  get  some  of  Alstou^s  in- 
fluence that  were  really  opp'osed  to  Alston — one  or  two. 

Question.  Upon  whose  affidavits  were  these  men  arrested  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  now  call  to  mind.  I  never  examined  the  record.  I  had  it  taken, 
and  had  it  attached.  I  do  not  think  I  examined  the*  affidavits ;  if  I  did,  I  have  for- 
gotten it  entirely. 

Question.  They  were  arrested  on  affidavits,  were  they  not  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  say  that  they  were.  I  cannot  say  now  whether  thej^  were  arrested 
upon  affidavits,  or  just  simply  taken  up  on  suspicion  by  the  sheriff  without  a 
warrant. 

Question.  Was  the  sheriff  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  not  a  very  zealous  one,  but  he  claimed  to  be  in  the  republican 
party.  He  did  not  vote  the  republican  ticket  at  the  last  congressional  election.  I  did 
not  consider  him  a  republican,  and  would  not  let  him  have  any  of  the  tickets  for  dis- 
tribution.    He  called  on  me  for  them. 

Question.  You  had  recently  become  a  republican,  then  ? 

Answer.  I  was  a  rex)ublican  in  1867,  but  I  never  manifested  it.  I  was  a  republican 
before  my  trial,  in  1868,  but  I  never  let  it  be  known.  I  talked  with  some  members  oi 
the  republican  party,  intimate  friends  of  mine. 

Question.  You  had  not  announced  yourself  as  a  republican  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  never  announced  myself  as  a  republican  until  after  my  trial. 

Question.  At  the  time  that  Alston  says  you  told  him  you  were  a  Ku-Klux  you  had  not 
announced  yourself  then  as  a  republican? 

Answer.  O,  yes  ;  I  had. 

Question.  His  language  is  that  "  Bill  Dougherty,  now  a  republican,  met  him,  and 
told  him  he  was  a  Ku-Klux."  That  seems  to  imply  that  he  did  not  know  that  you  had 
announced  yourself  then  as  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  must  refer  to  some  other  time.  If  I  ever  did  such  a  thing  it  was  a 
long  time  before  1868. 

Question.  You  think  it  probable,  then,  that  you  did  do  such  a  thing  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it.  I  have  no  recollection  on  that  subject ;  if  I  ever 
did  sucli  a  thing  I  do  not  remember  it.  I  never  belonged  to  any  such  organization. 
The  Ku-Klux  papers  were  posted  on  my  door  in  1867.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
were  intended  for  me,  or  a  party  who  was  right  under  me. 
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Question.  You  gave  an  account  of  an  attempt  to  assassinate  you,  and  stated  it  was 
your  belief  that  J.  S.  Smith  was  the  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueMion.  What  were  the  circumstances  that  led  you  to  that  belief.  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Smith  I  had  never  spoken  to  in  my  life ;  he  hung  me  in  effigy,  or  Colonel 
Bowen  and  myself,  on  the  court-house  square,  for  the  interest  we  had  taken  in  the 
town  election  in  Tuskegee."  This  was  done  during  my  absence  from  home.  Upon  my 
return  I  ascertained  that  he  was  the  man  who  did  it.  I  said  nothing  to  Mr.  Smith  at 
all,  and  did  not  give  the  matter  any  tonsideration  or  care  about  it.  The  day  I  went 
to  come  down  to  Montgomery  here — it  was  the  27th  day  of  June  that  I  came— I  car- 
ried my  books  along — my  census  papers,  and  got  down  to  Chehaw  to  take  the  statis- 
tics of  that  county  close  around  there.  I  wanted  to  work  until  the  train  came ;  I  was 
pushed  for  time.  As  I  passed  up  by  warehouse  this  man  Smith  was  there.  He  came 
out  and  looked  at  me  and  went  back  ;  his  wagon  was  loaded ;  he  was  hauling  for  Mr. 
J.  L.  Adams.  I  went  down  to  the  hotel.  When  I  came  back — the  hotel  is  two  hundred  or 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  distant  from  the  warehouse — Smith's  wagon  was  still  there. 
He  was  sitting  in  the  wagon  with  his  lines  and  whip  in  his  hands,  and,  as  I  passed 
around  by  him  to  get  into  the  shadow  of  the  house — it  was  a  very  warm  day — he  gave 
me  a  very  rude,  insolent  stare,  so  much  so  that  it  was  insulting  to  me,  and  I  determined 
to  call  him  to  account  for  it  right  there  ;  but  after  I  had  got  in  the  shadow  of  the 
house,  I  concluded  not  to  pay  any  attention  to  him,  as  he  had  not  said  anything  to 
me,  and  I  might  be  arrested  there  if  I  raised  a  difficulty  with  him,  and  it  might 
interfere  with  my  trip  to  Montgomerj^  I  said  nothing  to  him ;  and,  as  I  got  out,  I 
told  this  little  boy,  '^  Do  you  take  my  horse  home  now,  and  walk  him  every  step  of 
the  way,  and  come  back  here  to-morrow  evening  to  meet  the  accommodation  train." 

By  the  Chaieman  : 

Question.  Did  Smith  hear  that  ? 

Answer.  Smith  was  sitting  right  there  in  his  wagon,  and  I  was  as — well,  he»had 
room  to  turn  around  but  he  did  not ;  he  let  the  boy  go  ahead,  I  told  him  to  take  the 
buggy  to  the  shop  and  have  it  mended,  some  traps  put  on,  and  come  back  the  next  day 
to  meet  the  accommodation  train,  and  I  left  him.  He  drove  right  on  behind  the 
boy.  The  boy  did  not  travel  the  regular  road  to  town,  but  turned  out  to  the  right, 
which  carried  him  out  by  my  house,  and  Smith  asked  him,  "  Is  that  the  way 
you  go?"  The  boy  answered,  "Yes,  sir."  He  say§,  "  W^hy  don't  you  go  this  way?" 
The  boy  said,  "This  is  the  nearest  way  to  Mr.  Dougherty's  house ;  he  always 
travels  this  road."  When  I  got  back  after  I  was  shot  the  boy  came  in  and  told 
me  this.  He  was  a  boy  I  hired  expressly  to  carry  my  things  over.  He  told  me  these 
things;  he  told  me  that  when  he  went  down  next  day  to  meet  the  train,  he  got  there 
some  time  before  the  train  arrived,  and  concluded  to  water  the  horse,  and  started  back 
on  the  road  to  Tuskegee,  a  different  road  from  the  one  I  travel.  He  really  went  back 
to  drive  the  horse  more,  and  he  met  Smith  coming  in  his  shirt-sleeves,  with  a  pistol 
on  him,  a  Colt's  revolving  rifle.  He  asked  him,  "  Has  the  accommodation  train  come  ?" 
The  boy  told  him  "  no."  He  hurried  on  ;  the  boy  watered  his  horse,  and  turned  around 
and  went  right  back  to  Che  haw  and  did  not  see  Smith  there.  He  asked  a  freedman 
there,  named  Jacob  Dodge,"  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Smith  ?  He  has  left  his  wagon  that  he 
has  been  hauling  over  with,  and  inquired  of  me  if  the  accommodation  train  had  come." 
Jacob  said,  "  No,  I  suppose  Mr.  Adams  has  turned  him  off."  Adams  was  a  very  strict 
man  in  matters  of  business.  Smith  did  not  appear  when  the  train  came  ;  he  came  up 
and  staid  all  night  at  Higginbotham's  tavewi ;  he  was  recognized  there.  There  was 
a  friend  of  mine,  a  Mr.  Bryan — a  personal,  but  not  a  political  friend — who  saw  him 
there  early  next  morning,  and  he  said,  "What  are  you  doing.  Smith  ;  have  you  come 
from  Tuskegee  this  morning  ?"  He  said,  yes,  he  had.  No  omnibus  had  come  in,  no 
hack  or  wagon  of  any  kind;  it  was  just  about  sun-up  ;  there  had  been  no  train  either 
way  on  the  road.  The  track-walker  said  that  he  staid  there  all  night,  and  so  did 
some  freedmen  who  were  waiters  at  the  hotel.  The  sheriff  saw  him  there  next  morn- 
ing, and  so  did  General  Gunn,  an  attorney  there,  who  lives  in  Opelika.  The  sheriff 
examined  his  gun,  and  asked  him  what  he  was  doing  with  it.  He  said  he  brought  it 
to  kill  game.  After  I  had  passed  him  at  the  warehouse,  and  gone  down  to  the  hotel, 
he  walked  in  and  says  to  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  warehouse-keeper,  "  There  is  that  God 
damned  census-taker  going  along  there."  Mr.  Kennedy  says,  "If  you  do  not  trouble 
William,  he  will  not  bother  yon"— Kennedy  has  a  peculiar  way  of  talking — "he  will 
not  trouble  you  unless  you  trouble  him.'^  He  says,  "What  has  he  done  to  you  ?" 
Smith  says,  "Well,  he  is  a  God-damned  radical ;"  and  then  he  used  other  words  in  con- 
nection with  my  lameness,  my  infirmities.  He  said  he  hated  me  on  that  account,  and 
that  the  first  opportunity  he  got  he  intended  to  give  me  hell,  or  words  to  that  effect. 
A  short  time  afterward,  when  I  began  to  get  well  enough  to  go  down  town,  I  was  so 
well  satisfied  that  he  was  the  man,  that  I  at  once  took  a  buggy  and  went  an  unfre- 
quented way  to  General  Gunn's  one  Sunday  to  have  this  man  arrested.  I  went  by  the 
most  out-of-the-way  route  I  could  find,  and  employed  Gunn  and  Colonel  R.  F.  Ligon 
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to  prosecute  him  ;  but  he  got  intimation  of  it  from  some  cause,  I  do  not  know  what — I 
C9<nnot  tell  how  he  did — but  he  left  that  day,  and  has  never  been  back  to  Tuskegee 
since.  He  came  in  on  the  hack  next  morning  after  the  shooting,  and  Colonel  Bowen 
and  others  saw  him  on  the  hack.  Mr.  Adams,  his  employer,  was  asked  why  it  was  he 
was  down  there,  and  Adams  replied  thafc  he  had  gone  down  there  to  see  a  Miss  Henry, 
a  young  lady  ;  and  I  took  occasion  to  inquire  of  the  Henry  family,  and  they  said  he 
never  was  in  their  house  in  his  life.  He  was  a  stranger  about  there  ^  he  had  very 
recently  come  ;  I  had  no  acquaintance  with  him  whatever,  but  I  could  frequently  hear 
of  his  making  harsh  remarks  about  me.  I  never  paid  any  attention  to  him,  because 
he  was  a  man  in  a  very  menial  occupation,  and  I  did  not  care  about  having  any  difiQ- 
culty  with  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  consider,  then,  that  this  attempt  upon  you  grew  out  of  the  hostility  of 
this  individual  ? 

Answer.  Well,  he  could  not  have  had  any  personal  animosity  against  me,  because  I 
never  gave  him  any  cause.  When  I  first  saw  the  man  there  about  the  stable,  I  thought 
then  to  myself,  "  There  is  some  poor  confederate  soldier  who  is  wounded,  and  cannot 
do  any  other  sort  of  work  than  to  clean  out  stalls,  and  I  will  make  his  acquaintance, 
and,  if  he  is  the  right  sort  of  man,  I  will  let  him  know  he  has  a  friend  in  me."  But 
before  I  ever  got  acquainted  with  him,  I  found  him  cursing  and  abusing  me.  He  shot 
at  a  man  there  simply  because  he  was  a  republican,  and  for  nothing  else.  He  made 
his  brags  that  he  had  taken  three  shots  at  him  before  he  could  kill  him  ;  he  said  he 
was  the  hai'dest  man  to  kill  he  ever  shot  at. 

Question.  Who  was  the  man  he  shot  at  ? 

Anstcer.  J.  H.  Hodnett. 

Question.  Who  did  he  tell  that  he  shot  at  Hodnett  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  P.  R.  McKinzie — I  will  not  be  positive  whether  it  was  Mr.  McKin- 
zie ;  but  now  I  recollect  that  the  circumstance  was  mentioned  in  the  presence  of  Mr. 
McKinzie,  and  he  said,  ''  Yes,  Hodnett  had  complained  of  being  shot  at  one  night  as  he 
left  his  billiard-room. 

Question.  You  say  McKinzijs  said  that  Hodnett  had  complained  of  being  shot  at  after 
leaving  his  billiard-room,  and  that  this  man  told  McKinzie  that  he  had  shot  at  him  ? 

Answer.  It  was  told  there  in  the  presence  of  several.  I  do  not  remember  who  were 
present.     I  cannot  call  to  mind  who  were  present. 

Question.  Were  you  presept? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  there. 

Questio7i.  Were  you  present  when  this  man  declared  that  ? 

Answer.  O  no,  sir;  1  was  not  present  when  he  declared  it ;  I  was  not  present  then.  I 
have  been  trying  to  think  who  It  was  I  heard  say  it.  It  was  some  man  who  was  ac- 
quainted with  him  there. 

Question.  Who  did  Smith  tell  that  Hodnett  was  a  hard  man  to  kill ;  that  he  had  shot 
at  him  three  times  ? 

Ansiver.  That  all  came  up  in  the  same  way ;  I  got  it  fi:om  the  same  man. 

Question.  You  cannot  remember  whom  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  When  did  you  hear  that  ? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  that  after  I  came  down  town. 

Question.  After  you  had  been  shot  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  after  I  got  well,  and  came  downtown.  I  was  making  some 
further  inquiries.  I  presented  this  man  Smith  to  the  grand  jury,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  tliey  ever  got  a  true  bill  against  him  or  not ;  their  proceedings  are  all  secret. 
I  would  not  be  apt  to  know  unless  they  should  arrest  him. 

Question.  He  said  that  he  shot  at  him  three  times,  and  that  he  was  very  hard  to  kill, 
and  that  he  had  shot  at  hiin  because  he  was  a  republican  simply  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  he  did  not  state  that  he  shot  at  him  because  he  was  a  republican. 

Question.  You  said  so. 

Answer.  I  did  not  mean  to  be  understood  that  the  word  ^'republican"  was  used  in 
that  connection,  but  that  was  the  real  cause  of  his  shooting  at  him.  I  do  not  know 
that  he  stated  the  cause. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  it  was  the  cause  ? 

Answer.  For  this  reason  :  that  Hodnett  was  rendering  himself  peculiarly  obnoxious 
to  the  people  there  in  his  political  course,  and  was  doing  some  very  improper  things,  as 
I  thought  myself. 

Question.  What  were  those  improper  things  that  he  was  doing,  as  you  thought  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  are  some  things  that  he  did  there  which  I  thought  were  im- 
proper. He  encouraged  the  freedmen  to  go  to  town  after  Alston  was  shot.  I  thought 
that  was  improper. 

Question.  And  for  that  reason  you  know  that  it  was  Smith  shot  at  him,  although  Smith 
did  not  say  that  he  had  shot  at  him  because  he  was  a  republican? 

Hostea  Dy  vjv_/v^pi  iC 


1034      CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

Answer.  Another  reason — Smith  was  abusing  republicans  generally,  and  threatening 
them  generally.    I  could  hear  of  these  things  in  different  ways. 

Question.  And  for  that  reason  you  know  that  he  shot  at  him  because  he  was  a 
republican  ? 

Answer.  If  he  shot  at  him  at  all.  I  have  only  Mr.  Smithes  word  that  he  did  shoot  at 
him,  and  I  would  not  likely  believe  Mr.  Smith  unless  he  was  corroborated. 

Question.  Did  Smith  tell  you  that  he  shot  at  him  ? 

Ajiswer.  I  never  spoke  to  him  in  my  life. 

Question.  Who  did  he  tell  that  he  shot  at  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  You  stated  that  after  a  certain  meeting,  at  which  you  had  spoken,  and  also 
Major  Norris  had  spoken.  Major  Norris  was  grossly  insulted  by  a  crowd  of  boys  and 
men  headed  by  the  marshal. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  is  the  marshal  ? 

^nsi(?er.  His  name  is  Avery,  I  believe.  I  know  this  only  from  what  I  heard  Major 
Norris  say.  I  want  that  so  qualified.  Major  Norris  went  over  everything  that  had 
transpired  when  he  got  to  me.  I  was  not  with  him  at  the  time.  He  saw  me  and  came 
across  the  street,  and  was  very  glad  to  meet  me,  and  then  told  me  about  the  insults 
that  had  been  heaped  upon  him  there. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  note  that  was  picked  up  at  the  church  on  the  occasion  of  the 
assault  upon  it,  which  note  you  say  was  by  a  young  lady ;  to  whom  was  that  note 
addressed  ? 

Ansiver.  As  I  never  saw  the  note  I  can  only  state  what  I  heard.  If  my  recollection 
is  correct,  the  note  was  addressed  to  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Morrison,  and  a 
young  man  by  the  name  of  Barton. 

Question.  Addressed  to' two  young  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  not  be  posiUve  about  that,  as  I  never  saw  the  note.  I  did 
my  best  to  have  that  note  secured,  and  sent  down  here  before  the  district  court,  not 
for  any  political  x)urpose,  but  to  preserve  law  and  order  up  there. 

Question.  Who  are  Messrs.  Morrison  and  Barton  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Morrison  I  do  not  know,  but  Mr.  Barton  was  a  lad,  I  suppose,  nineteen 
years  old. 

Question.  Did  he  live  in  Tuskegee  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  his  lather  lives  there  now.  I  think  his  Either  was  a  candidate  for 
sheriff— that  he  is  a  candidate  now,  or  was,  I  do  not  know,  but  he  is  living  there  with 
his  father  still.  He  staid  probably  down  on  the  plantation,  on  his  father^s  place,  and 
superintended  matters. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  who  Morrison  was? 

A7iswer.  I  never  saw  Mr.  Morrison — this  gentleman  that  was  spoken  of;  he  had  a 
married  brother  who  was  living  there  not  far  from  Tuskegee ;  he  had  a  i'arm  in  tlio 
country.  I  never  saw  the  young  man,  and  would  not  know  him  if  I  was  to  see  him 
now.  I  knew  the  married  one.  He  was  a  one-armed  man,  and  the  same  man  that 
threw  the  faggots  in  the  magistrate's  office  in  Hunnicut. 

Question.  Were  any  proceedings  taken  or  had  against  these  two  young  men? 

Answer.  None  at  all,  sir.  Now,  Dr.  J.  G.  Griggs,  as  I  am  informed,  made  repeated 
efforts  to  get  hold  of  that  note.  I  don't  know  by  what  authority  he  wanted  it,  but  I 
advised  the  parties  in  possession  of  it  not  to  let  him  have  it,  but  to  keep  the  note 
secure  and  pass  it  about  among  them  until  they  had  a  safe  opportunity  to  deliver  it  to 
the  United  States  marshal.  They  wanted  to  give  it  to  me,  but  I  would  not  have  it, 
and  would  not  even  look  at  it. 

Question.  Why  would  you  not  look  at  it  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  want  to  be  connected  with  it  in  any  way  ;  I  was  afraid  to  have  it 
in  my  possession,  or  to  let  it  be  known  that  I  had  it  in  my  possession. 

Question.  Did  you  regard  it  as  an  evidence  of  the  guilt  of  those  x)arties  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  tell  how  it  would  be  regarded,  but  it  bore  date  on  Sunday  and  it 
was  found  about  the  church  there  on  Tuesday  morning,  I  think — the  following  Tues- 
day. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  was  the  church  fired  upon  ? 
Answer.  On  Monday  night  between  12  and  1  o'clock. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Why  was  it  not  put  before  the  grand  jury  ? 
Ansiver.  The  note  ? 
Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  Well,  I  did  not  counsel  them  to  put  it  before  the  grand  jury,  because  I  did 
not  think  the  grand  jury  would  take  any  notice  of  it. 
Question.  Are  the  officers  of  the  county  all  republicans  ? 
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Answer.  Well,  they  were  elected  by  the  republican  party;  the  probate  judge,  sheriff 
and  circuit  clerk,  but  the  circuit  clerk  was  merely  uominally  the  clerk ;  he  got  a  man 
there  to  do  the  business  of  his  office.  The  circuit  clerk  really  was  his  deputj^,  who 
was  not  a  republican ;  he  is  a  very  clever  man  ;  I  would  not  have  been  afraid  to 
have  trusted  the  paper  with  him  myself — with  this  deputy — but  I  did  not  think  it 
would  do  any  good ;  I  really  was  not  advised  as  to  the  proper  place  to  leave  the  note 
for  investigation. 

Question,  Who  summoned  the  grand  jury  ? 

Answer.  The  sheriff,  the  probate  judge,  and  the  circuit  clerk. 

Question.  These  parties  were  all  elected  by  the  republicans  ? 

Answer.  The  sheriff  and  circuit  clerk  were  elected  ;  the  probate  judge  was  appointed 
by  the  governor— Governor  Smith. 

Question.  You  did  not  think  the  grand  jury  selected  by  these  gentlemen  would  take 
any  notice  of  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  Well,  for  this  reason  :  that  they  were  composed,  or  generally  had  been  com- 
posed, principally  of  democrats  there,  men  who  were  bitter  in  their  political  feelings  ; 
there  had  been  one  or  two  republicans  upon  the  grand  jury  there — white  men. 

Question.  Are  there  not  always  negroes  upon  the  grand  jury  ? 

Answer.  There  never  has  been  a  negro  upon  any  jury  of  any  kind  in  Macon,  except 
one  ;  the  coroner's  jury  there  empanelled  some  negroes  upon  one  occasion  when  I  was 
acting  as  coroner. 

Question.  You  think,  then,  that  a  grand  jury  consisting  of  a  majority  of  democrats 
in  that  county  would  refuse  to  indict  a  man  guilty  of  assassination  and  murder? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  it  where  the  evidence  was  plain  and  manifest ;  I  do  not  be- 
lieve they  would  theii. 

Question.  In  this  particular  instance,  this  flagrant  outrage  you  have  described,  an 
assault  upon  inoffensive  men  in  a  church,  was  not  put  before  the  grand  jury  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  say  it  was  not  put  before  the  grand  jury,  but  I  say  if  the  grand 
jury  ever  took  any  action  in  the  matter  I  am  not  advised  of  it,  and  would  not  be  until 
a  capias  had  been  issued  to  the  x)arty  arrested  ;  there  have  never  beeti  any  arrests  made, 
and  nobody  has  ever  left  the  county,  as  I  know  of,  except  Smith. 

Question.  You  know,  in  fact,  that  a  very  important  piece  of  evidence  which  was  in 
the  hands  of  republicans,  to  wit,  the  letter  to  which  you  refer,  never  was  put  before 
the  grand  jury  ? 

Answer.  I/am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  that  paper  never  was  before  the  grand 
jury. 

Question.  It  never  was  in  the  custody  of  any  one  except  republicans  ? 

Answer.  It  never  was  that  I  know  of.  Now,  the  preacher  there,  John  Butler,  who 
had  charge  of  that  x)aper,  came  to  me,  and  told  me  he  was  going  to  deliver  it  to  Mr. 
Paget,  the  sheriff,  and  I  advised  him  not  to  do  it.  Says  I,  "  Do  not  do  it ;  the  United 
States  marshal  is  the  proper  custodian  of  that  paper  ;  carry  it  to  him." 

Question.  You  were  asked  the  question  by  Senator  Pratt  if  there  were  any  prosecu- 
tions against  the  parties  who  committed  these  acts.  You  replied  that  there  were  not, 
to  your  own  knowledge. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  ask'  you  the  question  if  all  the  ofiftcers  through  whom  a  prosecution  could 
be  instituted  were  not  republicans,  and  all  the  evidence  in  regard  to  that  transaction 
in  the  hands  of  republicans  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  county  officers,  as  I  before  stated,  were  republicans,  and,  with  ref- 
erence to  that  particular  act,  the  paper  was  in  the  hands  of  republicans. 

Question.  And  republicans  only  ? 

Ansiver.  Republicans  only,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Who,  then,  is  responsible,  if  any  one  is  responsible,  for  these  prosecutions 
not  having  been  instituted  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  might  be  said  to  be  responsible  for  that  paper  not  having  gone  be- 
fore the  grand  jury,  because  I  advised  a  contrary  course.  And  the  reason  why  I  ad- 
vised it  was,  that  I  was  afraid  that  justice  would  not  be  meted  out  to  the  parties.  I 
was  uncertain  as  to  the  best  manner  of  proceeding  in  regard  to*it;  I  thought  future 
events  might  develop  more  facts,  and  I  wanted  the  paper  in  a  safe  place. 

Question.  Did  Dr.  W.  J.  Gautier  tell  you  he  was  afraid  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Ansiver.  He  did  not ;  we  have  not  been  on  intimate  terms,  and  ut  several  times  there 
has  been  a  coolness  existing  between  us. 

Question.  Who  did  he  tell  ? 

A^isw^r.  I  got  my  information  from  Colonel  W.  B.  Bowen. 

Question.  The  postmaster  ? 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir.  Colonel  Bowen  and  myself  were  together.  I  recollect  the  occa- 
sion on  which  he  told  me  ;  we  were  talking  about  the  lamentable  state  of  affairs  in 
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tlie  country^  and  the  fear  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  express  their  true  sentiments, 
and,  among  other  things,  he  just  mentioned  that  as  a  very  sad  thing  in  this  country. 

Question.  Did  you  know  that  Gautier  was  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  He  belonged  to  the  League,  and  met  frequently  in  republican  meetings.  I 
have  been  in  republican  meetings  with  him.  I  do  not  know  what  his  politics  are  now. 
He  is  a  man  of  influence,  standing,  and  property. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  he  w^as  in  the  League  ? 

Answer.  From  information  ;  from  having  heard  him  say  so ;  I  heard  him  say  so  in  a 
speech. 

Question.  Yoa  have  seen  him  in  republcan  meetings  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.    I  never  was  in  a  League  myself. 

Question.  How  long  since  did  you  see  him  in  a  republican  meeting  ? 

Answer.  1  saw  him  in  republican  meetings  in  the  winter  or  spring  of  1870 ;  I  know 
that  I  saw  him  in  two  political  meetings. 

Question.  That  was  prior  to  the  last  congressional  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  prior  to  the  congressional  election  in  1869 — no ;  let  me  see — not 
prior  to  the  congressional  election  in  1869 ;  it  was  prior  to  the  last  congressional  elec- 
tion, before  the  month  of  June. 

Question.  You  had  never  attended  republican  meetings  prior  to  that  yourself,  had 
you? 

Ansiver.  I  commenced  in  1869,  I  think ;  I  made  myself  active  in  the  congressional 
campaign  of  1869 ;  I  did  all  that  I  could  honestly  and  conscientiously  do  for  the  success 
of  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  You  stated  that  the  people  were  alarmed  at  the  crowd  collected  to  defend 
Alston  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  to  kill  the  men  charged  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  understand,  also,  and  it  was  a  general  report  there,  that 
Hodnett  and  Alston  had  sent  out  runners  through  the  country  for  the  freedmen  to  col- 
lect there,  to  protect  Alston's  life.  He  was  very  much  alarmed,  and  many  of  them 
came  at  his  bidding. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  who  went  on  the  bond  of  these  parties  ? 

Ansiver.  Who  shot  at  Alston  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  think  I  do. 

Question.  Give  their  names,  will  you  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  Jesse  L.  Adams  and  R.  A.  Johnson ;  if  there  were  any 
others,  I  do  not  remember ;  there  may  or  may  not  have  been. 

Question.  Is  R.  A.  Johnson  Robert  Johnson  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Robert  A.  Johnson.  I  think  he  belonged  to  the  commissioners' 
courts  of  roads  and  revenues  of  the  county.  This  is  the  same  Adams  who  owned  the 
livery  stable,  and  had  J.  R.  Smith  employed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  Adams  and  Johnson  democrats  ? 
Answer.  Both  of  them  were. 

Question.^  They  were  bondsmen,  as  you  understand,  upon  the  recognizances  of  the 
men  who  were  arrested  for  firing  upon  Alston  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Your  statement  is,  that  the  people  were  alarmed  at  the  crowd  that  col- 
lected to  defend  Alston,  and  execute  those  charged  with  his  attempted  assassination, 
and  after  the  dispersion  of  this  crowd  these  men  gave  bond  for  these  parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  infer  that  the  bond  was  given  because  they  were  alarmed 
at  the  demonstration  which  the  negroes  made  to  take  their  lives  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  they  held  them  in  custody  for  a  day  or  two,  until  it  was  safe  to 
release  them,  and  then  they  took  their  bond.  My  idea  is,  that  they  would  have  had 
the  investigation  right  away,  but  the  excitement  was  so  great  in  town  there,  that  they 
thought  it  prudent  to  detain  them  in  custody  for  several  days,  and  then  have  a  pre- 
liminary trial,  which  was  had,  I  understood,  before  the  circuit  judge  and  the  probate 
judge,  who  is  ex-officio  county  judge  ;  and  these  parties  were  bailed ;  I  do  not  remember 
the  amount  of  the  bond ;  I  would  say  $400,  anyway. 

Question.  They  were  subsequently  discharged  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  the  grand  jury  ever  found  any  bills  against  them. 

Question.  Was  there  any  examination? 

Answer.  Before  the  grand  jury  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.    In  the  regular  course  of  things,  the^se  bonds  ought  to 
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have  been  returned  by  the  circuit  clerk  to  the  grand  jury,  and  I  think  they  were,  and 
1  think  that  was  developed  in  the  Norris  and  Haniiley  investigation — that  no  bills 
were  found  against  them. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  the  testimony  upon  which  the  arrests  were  originally 
made  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  can  form  no  opinion  as  to  whether  there  was  any  ground  for  the  arrest 
of  those  parties  ? 

Answ€i\  No,  sir ;  well,  yes ;  they  say  that  the  lie  passed  between  Alston  and  John 
Adams,  one  of  the  parties,  before  the  meeting  broke  up.  There  was  some  bad  feeling 
between  them  before  the  meeting  broke  up,  engendered  by  something  that  transpired 
in  the  meeting. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  were  asked  by  General  Blair  whether  you  had  been  indicted  for  mur- 
der, and  what  your  defense  was ;  you  may  state  whether  your  defense  prevailed — 
whether  you  were  acquitted. 

Answer.  I  was  acquitted.  The  jury  staid  out  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  and 
returned  a  verdict  of  not  guilty. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  if  you  ever  heard  a  rumor  that  the  democrats  insti- 
gated the  attempt  upon  Alston. 

Ansiver.  O,  yes  ;  that  was  very  common  among  the  republicans  there. 

Question.  That  they  instigated  these  freedmen  to  attack  him  f 

Ansiver.  Well,  no  particular  persons  were  instigated ;  among  the  republicans  there, 
there  was  a  general  belief  with  every  one  that  I  had  any  talk  with,  that  there  were 
white  men  connected  with  the  shooting  at  Alston,  and  that  this  man  Smith  was  one  of 
them. 

Questio7i.  The  Smith  who  subsequently  fired  upon  you  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  that  he  was  one  of  them.  About  that  time,  all  these  difficulties 
and  misdemeanors  that  were  committed  there  in  town,  were  traced  right  there  to  that 
livery  stable — the  burning,  and  the  hanging  in  effigy,  and  all. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  that  a  misdemeanor  ? 

Ansiver.  I  beg  your  pardon  ;  that  was  not  ^  misdemeanor,  but  a  violation  of  the  town 
ordinances  there ;  there  were  other  misdemeanors  committed  ;  I  think  it  is  a  misde- 
meanor under  the  laws  of  Alabama,  if  I  am  not  mistaken. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  know  of  no  cause  for  your  being  hung  in  effigy,  except  that  you  were  a 
prominent,  active  republican  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all ;  we  carried  the  town  at  the  town  election. 

Question.  This  Smith  was  a  violent  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  frequently  received  Ku-Klux  letters  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  give  the  purport  of  those  letters  to  the  committee,  how  they  were 
signed,  and  how  you  received  them  ? 

Answer.  I  will  state  as  to  the  first  letter  I  received.  Mr.  Heflin  notified  me  that  he 
had  secured  the  place  of  postmaster  at  Tuskegee  for  me  ;  I  made  no  application  to  Mr. 
Heflin  at  all,  but  they  ran  the  postmaster  oif  from  there;  he  was  afraid  to  remain  in 
the  place. 

Question.  Who  ran  him  off? 

Answer.  Well,  he  left  there  about  the  time  of  this  Alston  difficulty.  He  was  a  northern 
man,  named  Gilbert.  He  left  there,  and  Mr.  Heflin,  I  suppose,  to  do  something  for  me 
for  my  zeal  in  his  behalf,  secured  me  the  appointment  of  postmaster  of  Tuskegee,  and,  as 
soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  I  was  postmaster,  after  1  had  returned  my  oath  and 
was  preparing  a  bond,  I  received  this  first  Ku-Klux  letter.  They  told  me  that  the 
voxpopuli  was  opposed  to  my  holding  that  position  ;  that  they  understood  that  I  had 
made  application  and  had  received  the  appointment ;  and  that  if  I  had  not  received  it, 
I  had  better  withdraw  my  application,  and  if  I  had  received  it  I  had  better  resign ;  and 
they  would  advise  me  to  travel  for  £uy  health.  They  gave  me  three  days  to  pack  up 
and  leave  the  county,  and  stated  that,  if  I  did  not,  the  angel  of  death  would  visit  me 
in  my  chamber ;  it  was  signed  K.  K.  K.,  and  a  sort  of  postscript  stating,  ^'A  word  to 
the  wise  is  sufficient.^' 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  subsequent  communications  of  similar  purport  ? 

Answer.  I  received  a  filthy,  profane  sort  of  one,  threatening  to  kill  me,  but  I  paid  no 
attention  to  that,  and  I  offered  a  reward  for  the  man  that  wrote  that.  I  received  a  let- 
ter out  of  the  post-office  at  Tuskegee.  When  I  went  to  the  post-office,  I  saw  a  crowd 
gathering  around,  I  suppose  fifty  or  sixty  ;  I  got  the  letter  out  and  broke  it  open,  and 
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stood  in  the  door  and  announced  publicly  that  I  would  give  $500  to  know  the  man 
Avho  wrote  it ;  that  I  would  cowhide  him  ;  and  nobody  made  me  any  reply  at  all,  and 
I  got  in  the  buggy  and  drove  off. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  existence,  in  the  year  1870,  of  a  Ku-Klux 
organization  in  Macon  County,  or  of  an  organization  similar  in  its  objects  and  prac- 
tices to^that  of  the  Ku-Klux  order? 

Answer.  It  could  only  be  a  matter  of  belief,  Senator,  a  matter  of  opinion.  If  I  ever 
saw  a  Ku-Klux  I  do  not  know  it ;  I  could  not  point  him  out ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  was  such  an  organization  in  Macon  County  at  the  time  of  which  you  spoke. 

Question.  In  1870  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  how  widely  it  extended — how  many  members  it  em- 
braced ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  sir.  I  think  it  extended  all  over  the  county.  I  will  state  this 
much — I  do  not  know,  really,  as  I  ought  to  state  it — I  do  not  believe  I  will,  because  I 
considered  it  confidential,  and  I  do  not  want  to  bring  in  the  man  who  said  it  to  me,  and 
it  would  prove  very  little. 

Question.  Were  you  active  at  the  polls,  inyl870,  distributing  tickets  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Doing  all  you  could  to  promote  the  election  of  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  was.  I  had  the  whole  of  the  tickets  for  Macon  County,  and  I  sent  them 
out  and  put  them  in  safe  hands.  The  large  majority  of  the  republicans  voted  at  Tus- 
kegee.    They  were  requested  to  vote  there. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  1868  ? 

Answer.  In  1870.  I  received  the  tickets,  and  put  them  up  in  packages  of  about  fifty, 
and  I  selected  trusty  freedmen,  members  of  the  republican  party,  and  stationed  them 
at  the  ditferenfc  avenues  going  into  town,  and  told  them  to  distribute  these  tickets,  and 
as  soon  as  they  got  out,  to  come  to  me  and  get  some  more ;  and  not  to  give  any  white 
man  a  single  ticket ;  that  if  any  white  man,  a  republican,  wanted  a  ticket,  to  send  him 
to  me.  In  that  way  they  were  all  given  out,  and  the  democrats  did  not  get  hold  of  any 
of  our  tickets  until  about  3  or  4  o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  had  repeated  requests  for 
tickets  to  make  alterations.  The  sheriff,  in  fact,  wanted  tickets,  and  I  asked  him  par- 
ticularly, ^*Do  you  want  to  take  any  name  off'  the  ticket?'^  He  said  he  did.  I  said, 
'>  You  cannot  have  them."'  He  said  he  was  a  member  of  the  republican  party.  I  told 
him,  "I  do  not  know  that  you  are ;  you  did  not  pay  anything  for  the  printing  of  these 
tickets,  and  do  not  attend  the  meetings.  If  you  will  give  me  your  word  of  honor  that 
you  will  vote  the  ticket  as  it  is,  or  give  them  to  such  men  as  will,  you  can  have  them." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  manifestation  of  feeling  did  you  observe  on  the  part  of  the  demo- 
crats on  account  of  your  activity  at  that  election  ? 

Answer.  Well,  men  passed  me  there  in  town  during  the  election,  and  would  not 
speak  to  me.  I  gave  a  ticket  to  an  old  freedman  who  had  formerly  belonged  to  a  Mr. 
Howard,  and  he  told  me,  ^'  Bill,  don't  you  vote  that  man,  or  I  will  have  him  indicted, 
and  you  will  be  responsible  for  sending  him  to  the  penitentiary."  He  was  a  man 
clearly  entitled  to  vote,  and  Mr.  Howard  was  very  active  on  the  other  side,  and  at  the 
close  of  the  polls,  when  they  were  being  counted  out,  and  they  saw  the  majority  the 
republican  ticket  would  get  there,  I  passed  around — we  had  two  polling  places  in  the 
grand  jury  room,  lower  floor — I  passed  around  from  one  window  to  the  other,  to  ascer- 
tain as  soon  as  I  could  how  the  thing  would  run,  and  as  I  passed  by  a  crowd  of,  I 
reckon,  of  some  fifteen,one  of  the  party — some  man — said  in  rather  an  undertone, 
**  Y^ou  damned  scalawag."  I  heard  it  distinctly,  but  concluded  to  pay  no  attention  to 
it.  I  passed  on  a  little  further,  and  it  was  repeated  in  a  still  louder  tone — perhaps  just 
such  a  tone  as  I  am  talking  now.  I  still  paid  no  attention  to  it,  and  it  was  again  re- 
peated in  a  loud  tone.  I  turned  around  and  looked  at  thfe  crowd ;  I  had  not  noticed 
them  particularly  until  then  ;  and  I  saw  several  men  in  it  who  I  knew  were  very  bitter, 
and  I  knew  generally  went  armed.  I  tried  to  ascertain  who  it  was  that  made  the  ob- 
servation ;  it  was  not  repeated  after  1  turned  and  looked  on  them.  The  marshal  was 
standing  right  there ;  the  marshal  and  myself  did  not  speak  ;  we  had  not  been  upon 
speaking  terms  for  a  year.  He  seemed  to  be  restraihing  these  fellows.  I  passed  within 
three  feet  of  hi  m  going  back.  I  went  back  by  him  to  see  what  they  would  do,  and  whether 
they  intended  to  follow  up  their  insults.  There  was  a  portion  of  a  company  of  United 
Stales  troops  within  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  and  I  knew  they  were  there  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  peace  and  order,  and  I  was  not  afraid  of  these  fellows  at  all  on 
ttat  account.  I  passed  back  by  them,  but  they  said  nothing  about  it ;  the  marshal 
was  talking  to  them.  I  paid  no  further  attention  to  it,  and  went  around  to  the  other 
door,  and  they  sent  a  drunken  man  to  devil  and  harass  me.  I  was  told  since  then,  by 
Mr.  W.  G.  Brewer,  the  hotel-keeper  of  Tuskegee,  while  I  was  there  attending  the 
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Norris  and  Handley  contested  election  case,  that  Avery,  the  marshal,  told  him  on  that 
occasion  that  he  saved  my  life ;  that  he  prevented  those  fellows  from  killing  me. 

Question.  That  was  upon  election  day? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  day  I  referred  to  when  they  called  me  a  damned  scalawag. 
Avery  and  myself  were  not  upon  speaking  terms  at  the  time. 

Question.  You  may  now  speak  of  the  composition  of  the  grand  and  petit  juries  of 
Macon  County— whether  they  were  composed  mostly  of  democrats  or  republicans. 

Answer.  Most  generally  all  democrats.  I  cannot  call  to  mind  but  one  republican  that 
I  ever  knew  on  a  grand  jury  there  ;  that  was  Colonel  Bowen ;  but  I  do  not  pretend  to 
say  that  there  were  not  others. 

Question.  State  whether  you  have  ever  noticed  any  discrimination  on  account  of  color 
or  political  opinion  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  your  courts,  in  the  verdicts 
which  your  justices  render. 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have ;  I  recollect  on  one  occasion  of  defending  a 
freedman  who  was  charged  with  shooting  at  another — assault  with  intent  to  murder. 
I  got  him  off  with  a  fine  of  about  $20,  and  I  really  thought  myself  that  he  ought  to 
have  been  acquitted,  but  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  unbiassed  in  a  case  of  that  sort ;  my 
feelings  were  enlisted  in  his  behalf,  and  one  of  the  jurors  afterward  was  laughing  at 
me ;  he  is  a  good  friend  of  mine  and  a  clever  man,  but  one  of  the  strongest  demo.- 
crats  you  ever  saw;  he  was  laughing  at  me  and  complimenting  me  on  my  defense  of 
this  boy,  and  said  in  a  laughing  way,  "  I  do  not  know  as  I  was  a  competent  man 
on  that  jury,  for  I  do  not  know  whether  I  could  do  a  negro  justice  under  any  circum- 
stances."   Whether  he  was  in  fun  or  in  earnest,  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  State  what  the  condition  of  public  sentiment  in  that  county  is  on  the  part 
of  the  democrats  as  to  the  maintenance  of  colored  schools. 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  what  it  is  now,  but  there  were  some  few  of  the  democrats  who 
thought  it  was  a  good  thing,  and  others  were  o]3posed  to  it.  Some  people's  prejudices 
prevented  them  from  espousing  anything  of  the  kind,  or  even  tolerating  it. 

Question.  To  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  the  burning  of  the  colored  churches  and 
schools  you  have  spoken  of? 

Answer.  I  thiiik  it  is  done  to  prostrate  and  disorganize  the  republican  party  as  much 
as  possible.  Now,  I  do  not  charge  the  better  people  of  Macon  County  with  doing  these 
things  directly  ;  but  I  think  they  are  to  blame  indirectly,  because  they  permitted  these 
things  to  be  done  by  young  men  and  reckless  men,  without  ever  censuring  or  mani- 
festing any  displeasure  at  all  in  regard  to  them,  because  I  have  asked  them;  and  when 
w^e  felt  unsafe,  when  Colonel  Bowen  and  myself  and  other  republicans  in  Macon 
County  felt  that  our  lives  were  liable  to  be  taken  at  any  moment,  I  have  requested  him — 
I  never  made  any  such  application  myself— I  requested  him  to  go  and  see  these  men, 
and  ask  them  to  frown  down  such  things  as  that. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  there  has  been  no  such  effort  made  on  the  part  of 
the  democratic  party  in  Macon  County  to  frown  down  or  discountenance  these  parties? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  if  there  ever  has,  I  do  not  know  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  stated  that  you  were  acquitted  on  the  trial  for  murder? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  no  dispute  about  your  doing  the  killing? 

Anstver.  No,  sir  ;  they  say  I  did  it.    I  have  no  recollection  of  it  at  all. 

Question.  You  do  not  dispute  the  fact  ? 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  acquitted  on  the  plea  you  stated  to  the  committee  you  put  in  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  we  told  the  State  we  would  be  ready  for  trial  if  they  would  admit 
the  fact  that  at  the  time  the  killing  was  done  I  had  eight  or  nine  grains  of  morphine 
in  me,  which  was  the  fact.  The  druggist  who  had  sold  the  morphine  to  me  was  then 
in  Pennsylvania.    He  had  moved  North. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 

Question.  I  find  by  reference  to  the  vote  in  the  secretary  of  state's  office  here,  that 
for  Grant,  in  1868,  the  vote  was  2,327 ;  for  Seymour,  1,075  in  Macon  County. 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  find  the  next  year,  in  the  election  held  August  3,  1869,  E.  S.  Heflin,  the 
republican  candidate,  received  2,043  votes;  J.  C.  Parkinson,  the  democratic  candidate, 
received  877  votes,  which  is  a  decrease  in  the  majority  as  well  as  in  the  total  vote  cast 
last  year. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then,  in  the  congressional  election  held  November  8,  1870,  B.  W.  Norris, 
republican  candidate,  received  1,701  votes,  and  W.  A.  Handley  1,240. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  To  what  cause  do  you  attribute  the  large  diminution  of  the  republican 
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majority  between  the  Grant  election,  when  it  was  1,352,  and  the  election  of  1869,  when 
it  was  1,166,  and  1870,  when  it  was  only  461  majority  ? 

Aiiswer.  When  Mr.  Heflin  was  elected  in  1869,  Major  Norris  was  the  unanimous  choice 
of  the  republicans  of  Macon  County  for  Congress.    And  a  good  many  of  them  at 

Question,  I  mean  to  what  cause  do  you  attribute  the  great  falling  off  in  the  vote  of 
last  year — the  falling  off  of  the  majority? 

Ansiver.  1  was  going  to  state  that  Major  Norris  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  the 
people  of  that  county,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  for  Congress,  if  he  had  been  treated 
fairly  in  the  convention  at  Opelika ;  and,  of  course,  they  were  not  as  zealous  in  the  sup- 
port of  Mr.  Heflin  as  they  would  have  been. 

Question.  That  refers  to  1869  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  election  of  1870. 

Answer.  I  think  the  shooting  of  Alston,  the  burning  of  colored  school-houses,  and  the 
threats  of  discharge  from  employment  and  other  intimidation  practiced  by  democrats 
toward  republicans,  and  the  murders  and  lynching,  prevented  them  from  voting,  and 
frightened  them  so  they  would  not  vote. 

Question.  If  it  had  not  been  for  those  things  of  which  you  speak,  do  you  think  the 
republican  vote  of  Macon  County  would  have  been  as  large  in  1870  as  it  was  in  1868  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  would,  and  I  think  Major  Norris  would  have  received  a  larger 
majority,  because  there  has  been  a  great  exodus  of  people  from  this  portion  of  the 
country  to  Texas,  and  there  have  been  some  freedmen  brought  in  here  from  North  Car- 
olina and  Virginia  as  laborers.    I  think  it  would  have  been  larger  both  years. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  were  Major  Norris's  counsel  in  taking  testimony  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  the  theory  you  were  endeavoring  to  establish  in  the  contested 
election,  that  you  are  testifying  to  now  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  that  point  was  raised  at  all. 

Question.  Did  not  your  proofs  or  attempted  proofs  in  that  case  go  to  establish  that 
theory  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  I  ever  mentioned,  or  that  any  witnesses  ever  mentioned, 
the  facts  I  have  just  stated. 

Question.  It  seems  that  Major  Handley^s  vote  was  increased  over  two  hundred 
votes ;  does  not  that  account  for  the  diminution  on  the  other  side  ? 

Answer.  We  have  never  regarded  that  as  a  fair  vote.  I  think  likely  Handley,  in  the 
county  of  his  residence,  Randolph,  may  have  gotten  more  votes. 

Question.  I  am  not  talking  about  Randolph,  but  the  statement  here  as  read  from  the 
returns,  if  they  be  true,  and  I  presume  they  are,  shows  that  the  vote  was  at  least  two 
hundred  more  than  received  by  the  democratic  candidate  at  the  preceding  election. 

Answer.  I  attribute  that  to  this  fact :  Mr.  Parkinson,  democratic  candidate,  was  an 
Ohio  man.    He  moved  down  here  about  the  close  of  the  war. 

Question.  When  did  Norris  move  down  here  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Major  Norris  was  here  before.  The  first  knowledge  I  had  of  Mr. 
Norris  being  in  the  State  at  all,  was  a  short  time  after  the  surrender.  I  think  Mr. 
Parkinson  came  here  in  1866.  The  object,  as  I  understand,  iu  having  Mr.  Parkin- 
son on  the  ticket,  was  to  control  the  negro  vote.  That  was  the  policy  of  the  demo- 
cratic party. 

Question.  Mr.  Parkinson  received  877  votes ;  Major  Handley  1,240,  an  excess  of  300 
votes ;  the  increase  of  the  vote  on  the  democratic  candidate  being  near  about  the  same 
as  the  decrease  of  the  vote  of  the  republican  candidate.  There  is,  therefore,  no  de- 
crease absolutely  to  be  accounted  for  ? 

Answer.  It  would  look  so,  arguing  from  those  premises ;  but  you  will  see  a  decrease 
of  near  six  hundred  votes  from  that  received  by  General  Grant. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  fact  that,  in  the  Grant  election,  there  was  a  freer  vote  cast 
than  at  any  other  time  in  Macon  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  no  question  of  it. 

Question.  Less  intimidation  ? 

Answer.  There  was  none  at  all. 

Question.  Less  violence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  democrats  manifested  no  interest  at  all  in  that  election,  as  far 
as  I  know  ;  and  I  do  not  think  all  the  republicans  voted  then  ;  and  I  am  satisfied  in 
my  own  mind  that  they  never  have  all  voted  in  Macon  County. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Is  not  that  the  case  everywhere  ? 

Answer.  In  some  places,  sometimes  it  is ;  but  I  think  there  were  more  here  who  did 
not  vote  than  ordinary.  _^ 
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Question.  You  stated  that  the  supervisors  of  election  threw  out,  in  your  congressionuJ 
election,  three  hundred  votes  ? 

Anslver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  were  the  supervisors  ? 

Ansiver.  The  x>robate  judge,  sheriff,  and  circuit  clerk. 

Question.  All  republicans  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  were  republicans. 

Question.  What  were  the  votes  thrown  out  for  ? 

Answer.  I  think  about  three  hundred  were  thrown  out. 

Question.  What  for  ? 

Ansivei\  Well,  this  fact  transpired  in  the  investigation  in  Macon  County  between 
Major  Norris  and  Mr.  Handley,  that  there  were  many  names  on  the  registration  list 
that  were  written  so  badly  that  the  board  of  supervisors  could  not  identify  them  with 
the  names  written  down  on  the  poll-list. 

Question.  Who  were  the  registrars — were  they  republicans  ? 

Answer.  'Mr.  Allen  was  the  registrar  ;  he  was  a  republican ;  but  Mr.  Brooks,  his  son- 
in-law,  a  violent  democrat,  did  all  the  business.  He  is  solicitor  of  Macon  County.  I 
will  state  that  I  do  not  believe  Mr.  Brooks  did  anything  of  the  sort  intentionally,  but 
he  writes  a  miserable  hand. 

Question.  Did  he  register  the  whole  county? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  register  all,  only  a  portion  of  it ;  there  were  other  regis- 
trars. I  think  Mr.  Allen  got  the  registration  for  the  whole  county  and  got  other 
parties  to  do  it  for  him.    He  got  a  Mr.  Kyle  to  do  a  portion  of  the  registration. 

Question.  What  is  Kyle's  first  name  ? 

Ansiver.  Ponsonby  Kyle. 

Question.  According  to  the  election  law  here  in  operation,  the  board  of  supervisors 
has  a  right  to  throw  out  a  portion  of  the  votes  if  they  see  proper  ? 

Answer.  Well,  they- have  a  right  to  purge  the  ballot-box,  and  throw  out  all  illegal 
votes ;  that  is  my  understanding  of  the  law. 

Question.  Now,  if  these  300  votes  had  been  added  to  the  list,  the  vote  would  have 
been  about  the  same  as  it  was  in  the  Grant  election,  would  it  not  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  it  would  have  lacked  over  600  votes.  Grant's  majority  was  about 
1,300  and  something;  there  w^ere  750  votes  jJoUed,  and  the  supervisors  cast  out  nearly 
300,  and  if  you  add  that,  about  GOO,  which  was  really  the  number  in  the  county  who 
did  not  vote  at  all,  to  the  750,  counting  in  this  300  thrown  out  by  the  board,  you  will 
have  nearly  the  same  as  General  Grant  got. 

Question.  The  vote  cast  for  General  Grant  was  2,327,  for  Seymour  1,075  ? 

Answer.  That  would  leave  about  1,300  for  Grant. 

Question.  The  w^hole  vote  would  have  been  3,402,  and  the  vote  cast  for  Handley  was 
1,240,  for  Norris  1,701,  making  2,941 ;  then  300  votes  were  thrown  out  by  the  supervisors, 
which,  if  added  to  the  total,  would  be  3,241,  leaving  the  excess  in  the  Grant  election 
about  160  over  that  of  1870 — is  not  that  correct  ? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  you  counted  in  the  300  thrown  out  twice. 

Question.  No,  I  did  not. 

Answer.  The  return  made  by  the  board  of  supervisors  was  returned  this  way;  they 
returned  a  full  statement  of  what  they  had  done — the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  and 
the  number  thrown  out. 

Question.  We  have  the  official  statement  of  Macon  County,  as  filed  in  the  secretary 
of  state's  office  ;  that  official  statement  gives  Handley  1,240,  Norris  1,701,  which  makes, 
added  together,  2,941 ;  the  300  votes  you  have  testified  were  thrown  out  by  the  super- 
visors make  3,241 ;  that  is  only  an  excess  of  161  over  the  presidential  election  vote. 

Answer.  It  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  two  hundred,  according  to  that  calculation. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  the  marshal  in  Tuskegee  a  democrat  or  republican  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  democrat. 

Question.  A  very  decided,  strong  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  I  think  he  was.  He  was  a  man  who  stood  very  well,  but  he  was  a 
bitter  democrat. 

Question.  I  desire  to  inquire  of  you  whether,  under  the  laws  of  Alabama,  the  marshal 
is  a  conservator  of  the  peace ;  is  he  in  the  nature  of  a  policeman  ? 

Answer.  He  is.  Under  the  election  law  of  the  State,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  sheriff 
to  detail  a  special  police,  and  to  have  them  wear  badges,  so  that  the  crowd  may  know 
them  when  they  see  them;  and  the  marshal  on  this  occasion  was  made,  I  think,  the 
chief  of  this  special  police,  in  addition  to  his  being  a  conservator  of  the  peace,  marshal 
of  the  town. 
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Statement  of  official  vote  of  Macon  County,  Alabama,  at  the  presidential  election  held  on  the 

Zd  day  of  November,  1868. 

For  Grant 2,327 

For  Seymour 1,075 

Congressional  election  held  August  3,  1869. 

For  R.  S.  Heflin u 2, 043 

For  J.  C.  Parkiuson 877 

Congressional  election  held  November  S,  1870. 

B.  W.  Norris 1, 701 

W.  A.  Handley , 1, 240 

Election  for  representative  to  general  assembly  held  November  8, 1870. 

Republicans : 

Wm.  Alley 1,694 

Henry  St.  Clair... ., 1,702 

Democrats : 

H.C.Armstrong 1,242 

F.S.Ferguson 1,243 

Office  of  Seoiietary  of  State, 

Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  18,  1871. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  official  vote  of  Macon 
County,  Alabama,  as  transcribed  from  the  original  returns  on  file  in  this  office. 
[SEAL.]  J.  J.  PARKER, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  18,  1871. 
OSCAR  JUDKINS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Ansiver.  In  Lee  County,  Opelika. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  I  was  living  there  ever  since  January  of  this  year. 

Question.  Where  did  you  live  before  you  went  to  Lee  County? 

Answer.  Chambers  County.. 

Question.  How  far  is  that  from  here  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  far  it's  from  here;  it  was  in  Chambers  I  lived  last 
year. 

Question.  Is  Fredonia  in  that  county  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  is.    I  live  between  Fredonia  and  La  Fayette. 

Question.  La  Fayette  is  also  in  Chambers  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  X^q  county  seat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  of  a  colored  man  being  killed  near  Fredonia,  and 
when  it  was,  and  how  it  happened. 

Ansiver.  It  was  done  last  year.  I  don't  particularly  know  the  day  of  the  month,  but 
I  know  it  was  done  last  year — that  he  was  killed  last  year. 

Question.  Where,  at  his  own  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  his  bed. 

Question.  In  the  night-time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know;  they  said  it  was  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  How  many  men  did  you  understand  visited  him  ? 

Answer.  Visited  of  the  night,  or  just  his  friends? 

Question.  How  many  men  did  you  understand  attacked  him  that  night  ? 

Answer'.  I  didn't  understand  no  certain  quantity  of  men ;  not  how  many  or  how 
little ;  only  men  went  there  and  killed  him. 
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Question.  Did  you  understand  they  went  there  ifi  disguise  ? 

Ansiver.  They  said  they  were  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  What  did  they  kill  him  for  ? 

Ansiver.  For  feeding  of  a  white  lady»that  was  teaching  school,  and  being  a  republi- 
can at  the  same  time ;  that  is  what  I  heard.  That  was  the  only  place  she  could  get  to 
board. 

Question.  She  was  boarding  at  his  house,  was  she  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  he  live,  in  the  town  or  country  ? 

Answer.  In  the  country. 

Question.  Has  it  ever  been  known  who  killed  him  ? 

Answer.  Not  as  I  know  of,  it  has  not. 

Question.  Was  anybody  taken  up  for  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Was  any  effort  made  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to  find  out  who  killed 
him? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  know  of. 

Question.  What  was  his  name? 

Answer.  America  Tramblies. 

Question.  Was  this  a  young  lady  that  was  teaching  school  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  an  old,  settled  lady. 

Question.  Did  she  live  in  the  country  ? 

Ansiver.  She  moved  from  West  Point  up  there  to  teach  school. 

Question.  What  became  of  that  school ;  was  it  broken  up  ? 

Answer.  It  was  burned  down. 

Question.  When  was  that  done  ? 

Answer.  It  was  done  during  last  year.    I  don^t  know  exactly  what  time  it  was  done. 

Question.  How  long  was  it  after  Tramblies  was  killed  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  long,  but  it  was  afterwards. 

Question.  Had  the  colored  people  built  this  school-house  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  how  the  school-house  got  up,  but  they  claimed  it. 

Question.  Was  it  ever  found  out  who  burned  the  school-house  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  as  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  men  were  disguised  who  burned  it? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  if  they  ever  found  that  any  men  in  disguise  went  there,  only 
they  found  the  house  a-fire  and  all  the  things ;  that  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  attempt  made  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  find  out  who 
burned  the  school-house  ? 

Answer.  Not  as  I  know  of.    I  have  not  heard  anything  about  it. 

Question.  What,  if  anything,  do  you  know  of  a  colored  man  being  killed  at  La  Layette, 
the  county  seat  of  Chambers  County? 

Answer.  That  was  in  the  time  of  the  meeting. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  That  was  last  year,  before  the  election. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  his  name ;  I  never  heard  his  name  called ;  I  know  he  wa» killed, 
that  was  all.    They  got  up  a  meeting  there. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  meeting,  a  political  meeting? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  speaking. 

Question.  Was  he  in  the  meeting  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  while  he  was  in  the  meeting,  or  going  home  ? 

Answer.  He  was  killed  while  he  was  in  the  meeting. 

Question.  Who^was  addressing  the  meeting  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  the  colored  man,  but  it  was  a  colored  man  j.  I  don't  know  his 
name. 

Question.  Where  was  the  meeting  held  ? 

Answer.  It  was  held  out  on— I  don't  know  how  La  Fayette  sits  from  here — but  it  was 
held  out  on  a  little  pine  grove,  a  piece  from  town. 

Question.  Not  in  a  building  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  in  a  grove ;  they  had  a  little  stand. 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  day-time  or  night  ? 

Answer.  Day-time. 

Question.  Were  you  where  he  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  right  where  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  ? 

Answef^.  I  was  at  the  meeting  when  he  was  killed,  but  I  never  saw  him  after  he  was 
killed,  nor  before. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  the  particulars  just  as  you  heard  them  at  that  time. 
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Answer.  He  was  killed,  and  at  the  same  time  after  he  was  killed  I  saw  several  others 
arrested  and  going  to  jail. 

Question.  What  were  they  arrested  for — for  killing  this  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  it  was  a  white  man  killed  the  colored  man ;  they  did  not  arrest 
him  ;  the  man  that  killed  the  colored  man  did  not  get  arrested,  but  these  other  parties 
got  arrested,  and  were  put  in  jail.  I  know  that  much.  That  was  before  the  election 
came  off. 

Question.  If  I  understand  you,  a  white  man  killed  the  colored  person,  whose  name 
you  cannot  remember,  and  several  colored  men  who  were  attending  this  political  meet- 
ing were  arrested  by  the  white  men  and  taken  to  jail  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  on  what  account  they  were  arrested — what  was  charged 
against  them  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  they  had  charged.  I  know  they  were  arrested  right  away 
and  carried  to  jail. 

Question.  Had  they  misbehaved  themselves  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  as  I  know  of. 

Question.  You  were  in  the  meeting  ? 

Ansicer.  I  was  not  exactly  at  the  meeting  when  it  commenced  ;  I  was  there  after  the 
man  got  killed,  and  I  saw  them  going  to  jail  with  these  other  men.  I  know  some  of 
the  men  they  put  in  jail. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  white  man  that  killed  this  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  Bill  Adams. 

Question.  What  was  his  excuse  for  killing  this  man  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard. 

Question.  You  say  nothing  has  ever  been  done  with  him  from  that  time  to  this? 

Answer.  Not  as  I  know  of.    I  have  not  heard  anything. 

Question.  How  long  were  the  colored  men  kept  in  jail  ? 

Answer.  There  was  one  kept  in  there  until  this  year.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  he  was 
kept  in  there  until  about  June,  I  think.  Allstoa* Askew,  I  think,  was  the  last  one 
came  out,  and  if  he  came  out  at  all  he  came  out  very  late  in  this  year. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  have  a  trial? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  whether  they  ever  did  or  not ;  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  say 
that. 

Question.  Was  there  a  disturbance  at  the  meeting,  did  you  understand  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  there  vras  a  disturbance  at  tide  meeting,  but  how  it  got  up 
I  don't  know,  only  a  man  was  killed. 

Question.  What  was  the  politics  of  this  Bill  Adams  ?  Was  he  a  republican  or  demo- 
crat ? 

Ansiver.  He  was  a  democrat,  I  think  ;  in  fact,  I  don't  know  the  politics  of  either  one 
of  them. 

Question.  How  long  was  this  mass  meeting,  you  speak  of,  before  the  election  ? 

Answer.  You  know  about  the  time  the  election  came  off,  afterward  ;  you  can  tell  the 
day  of  the  month  better  than  I  can. 

Question.  The  election  was  on  the  8th  of  November;  how  long  was  this  before  that? 

Answer.  This  was  a  meeting  intended  for  the  election  ;  I  didn't  notice  the  number  of 
days ;  I  didn't  think  I  would  be  called  up  for  anything  of  the  sort,  and  this  was  all  a 
kind  of  a  frightening  thing  when  that  man  got  killed,  and  I  wasn't  paying  attention  to 
such  things  as  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  colored  men  being  killed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  republicans  have  any  torch-light  procession  that  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  the  republicans  did  not.  After  the  election  was  off  the  white 
people  got  up  a  torch-light  procession. 

Question.  The  white  people  got  up  a  torch-light  procession  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  that  procession  abuse  anybody  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  abused  a  man  ;  they  went  down  to  a  man's  house  with  their 
torches  and  they  cursed  him  and  shot  through  his  house,  and  threw  a  torch  over  on 
the  house,  and  some  one  slipped  in  and  got  it  off;  some  man  went  in  and  got  it  off; 
they  coaxed  him  to  come  out ;  he  happened  not  to  be  in  his  house. 
Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Isaac  Hyman. 

Question.  A  white  man  or  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  White  man. 

Question.  Was  he  .a  republican  ? 

Ansive)\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  take  an  active  part  in  the  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  other  house  did  this  procession  visit  ? 
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Answer .    I  don't  know  exactly ;  I  think  at  Mr.  John  Ward's. 

Question,  What  was  done  ? 

Answer.  That  was  about  what  they  did ;  they  shot  through  the  house,  and  curs; 
him ;  deviled  around  as  long  as-  they  wanted  to,  and  came  out  and  called  hi 
a  damned  radical  son  of  a  bitch,  a  nigger-loving  son  of  a  bitch. 

By  Mr.  Blair; 
Question.  Was  this  Hyman? 

Answer,  It  was  at  his  dwelling  they  were  talking ;  they  did  not  show  him  any 
respect  in  the  procession  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  they  break  open  his  door  ? 
Answer.  Not  at  that  time. 
Question.  Did  they  after  that  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  somebody  did  after  that. 
Question.  Tell  the  committee  all  about  it. 

Answer.  This  was  done  after  that  procession  was  over ;  they  came  on  the  Christmas 
eve  night ;  he  was  gone  to  supper,  and  called  me  and  told  me  to  stay  in  the  office  until 
he  came  back,  and  mind  the  fire — it  was  a  very  cold  night  and  dark — until  he  came 
back  from  supper  ;  while  he  was  gone  to  supper  there  came  a  crowd  of  men  to  the 
gate  and  hollered  very  loud,  '^  Hello,  God  .damn  you.''  I  stepped  to  the  door  and 
opened  the  hall  door  next  to  the  street,  and  he  says,  ^'  God  damn  you,  if  you  cannot 
answer,  I  will  make  you  answer,"  and  I  got  to  the  door,  and  locked  t  he  door  and  the 
ofi&ce  door,  and  carried  the  keys  in  my  hand,  and  slipped  out  of  the  back  door,  and 
they  broke  open  the  door  and  entered. 
Question.  How  ? 

Answer,  They  broke  the  chain  bolt  at  the  top,  and  split  off  the  bottom  piece,  where 
it  was  held  by  the  bolt.  When  I  locked  it  I  kept  right  on  to  the  back  door,  and 
slipped  under  the  house.  I  saw  after  they  used  that  kind  of  language  that  I  had  bet- 
ter not  stay  there,  no  matter  whether  I  was  white  or  black,  or  who  I  was — "God 
damn  you,  if  you  don't  answer  I  will  make  you  answer." 
Question.  What  threats  did  they  make  ? 

Answer.  They  broke  on  in   the  house,  and  went  in  ;  by  that  time  Mr.  Hyman's  dog 
got  afoul  of  them,  and  he  says,  "  God  damn  you,  I  don't  want  you,  nor  own  you.   God 
damn  you,  bring  your  master,  I  want  to  kill  him  ;  he  is  the  one  I  want  to  see." 
Question,  How  large  was  this  crowd  ? 
Answer.  Six  or  seven  deep. 

Question,  Did  you  notice  whether  they  had  disguises  on  ? 
Answer.  I  never  got  to  see  one  of  their  faces. 
Question.  How  long  did  they  stay  there  ? 

Answer,  About  three-quarters  of  an  hour  or  an  hour.    He  did  not  hurry  back  from 
supper,  and  they  staid  and  waited  for  him. 
Question.  Did  they  wait  until  he  came  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  there  when  he  came, 
Question.  What  did  they  say  to  him  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  say  nothing  to  him ;  I  was  squatting  under  the  side   of  the 
house,  and  I  heard  him  go  and  snap  his  fingers  to  his  dog,  that  went  to  meet  him,  and 
I  crawled  to   the  front  side  of   the   steps,  and  near  the  step  he  stojjped,  and  when 
he  came  he  spoke  to  me,  only  a  word,  "  What  are  you  doing  there  ?  "    I  whispered  to 
him,  "  Don't  go  in  there  ;  your  house  is  full  of  men?'   He  didn't  pay  any  attention,  and 
walked  up  the  steps.    T  run  before  him,  and  grabbed  him  by  the  shoulder,  and  whis- 
pered to  him,  "  It  will  not  do  to  go  in  there  ;  they  might  kill  you  ;  they  broke  open  the 
house  and  went  in."    He  started  in,  and  I  had  to  pull  him  off  to  carry  him  off,  to  keep 
him  Irom  going  in ;  he  stood  and  studied  a  while,  and  went  on  back. 
Question.  Was  he  deputy  revenue  collector  of  that  county  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  office  that  he  commands  now. 
Question.  This  was  his  office  that  they  broke  into  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  they  never  got  to  see  him  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  was  his  house  from  the  office  ? 

Answer.  His  office  ?  he  had  the  whole  lot,  and  his  office  was  in  the  front  room,  right 
at  the  gate. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  about  the  Ku-Klux.    Did  you  ever  see  the  Ku-Klux  ? 
Answer.  I  never  saw  them  no  further  than  for  sure  to  know  who  they  were.      I  have 
see  men  walking,  off  in  the  dark,  and  people  that  was  them,  but  I  never  saw  tiieir 
faces,  nor  saw  one  fixed  up. 

Question.  Was  it  understood  that  there  were  a  good  many  of  them  in  Chambers 
County? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  seen  a  heap  of  black  men,  that  I  didn^t  know,  and  don't 
know  yet,  since  I  have  been  in  Lee  County,  that  said  they  had  left  Chambers  ou 
acount  of  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  you  the  Ku-Klux  did  to  them  ? 

Answer.  They  said  if  they  worked  at  a  place  this  year,  and  came  out  at  the  end  of 
the  year  and  didn't  get  nothing,  and  didn't  feel  like  working  there,'  the  Ku-Klux 
would  come  and  make  them  work  there,  whether  or  not,  and  so  they  ran  away. 

Question.  Did  they  speak  of  having  been  whipped — any  of  them  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  said  they  whipped  them,  and  they  ran  away  to  keep  from  be- 
ing whipped. 

Question.  HoW  many  of  them  told  you  that  they  had  been  whipped  ? 

Answer.  There  has  been  a  good  many,  first  and  last,  during  last  year  and  this  year — 
a  good  many  of  them. 

Question.  Is  the  whipping  kept  up  this  year  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  so  much  talk  of  it  this  year  as  I  did  last;  you  see  I  live  in 
the  town  this  year  ;  last  year  I  lived  in  the  country. 

Question.  Are  you  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  colored  men  of  Chambers 
County  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  no  great  deal. 

Question.  Did  those  that  you  talked  with  tell  you  they  were  afraid  to  vote  their  sen^ 
timents  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  men  say,  at  the  time  the  election  was  going  on,  that 
the  whole  county  of  colored  people  was  republican  people,  and  that  the  best  part  of 
them  were  afraid  to  vote  their  sentiments  about  it  for  fear  they  would  get  hurt. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  much  falling  off  there  was  on  the  vote  of  that  county 
on  account  of  their  staying  away  ? 

Answer.  I  judged  from  three  to  four  hundred,  from  what  they  say,  but  you  know  a 
good  many  people  lives  in  a  county. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  acts  of  violence  within  the  last  two  years,  be- 
sides these  you  have  stated  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  a  goo'd  many,  b  ut  you  do  not  know  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  them. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Ward  ;  what  did  those  men  do  to  him? 
Answer.  The  night   they  came  there  I  did  not  see  them  at  his  house,   only  I  heard 
they  did  get  around  there  ;  I  saw  them  at  Mr.  Hyman's  house . 
Question.  Where  did  Mr.  Hyman  live  at  this  time  ? 
Answer.  He  lived  right  on  the  line  of  Alabama  and  Georgia. 
Question.  In  Bluffston  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  teacher  that  was  teaching  that  school  ? 
Ansiver.  She  went  clear  off.     I  have  never  heard  of  her  since. 
Question.  What  was  the  colored  man's  name  that  was  killed  at  that  time  ? 
Ansiver.  America  Tramblies. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  colored  school-houses  being  burned  ? 

Ansiver.  There  were  two  burned  up  in  Chambers  County,  as  I  told  you.  I 
don't  know  who  built  them  ;  the  regular  people  owned  them  before.  I  don't  know 
who  built  them,  but  I  know  they  were  burned  down. 

Question.  Two  colored  schools  ? 

Ansiver.  They  said  there  was  a  school-house  and  a  church.  I  know  very  well  that 
they  didn't  have  any  colored  church ;  I  staid  up  there  a  year. 

Question.  Were  both  of  them  burned  last  year  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  one  was  burned  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  the  other 
along  after  the  man  was  killed. 

Question.  Are  the  white  people  up  there  opposed  to  colored  schools  ? 

Ansiver.  Very  much. 

Question.  Are  they  opposed  to  colored  churches  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  they  are  or  not.  I  didn't  hear  them  say  anything 
about  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  this  white  woman,  who  taught  the  school,  living  in  the  house  of 
America  Tramblies  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  she  there  at  the  time  he  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  was  in  the  back  room  with  his  daughters,  setting  copies  for 
them. 
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Question.  Was  it  ever  known  who  killed  Mm  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sk;  not  as  I  heard. 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  attending  it? 

Answer.  Sir? 

Question.  How  did  it  happen  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  that.  They  just  took  a  prejudice  to  kill  him,  and  because  he 
was  boarding  her  and  was  a  republican,  and  they  had  an  objection  to  it.  He  was  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  I  never  heard  anything  amiss  of  him.  Both  qualities  and 
classes  of  people,  democrats  and  radicals,  spoke  well  of  him — that  he  was  an  honest, 
kind-hearted  man — a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  I  never  heard  anything  against  him 
until  he  was  killed.    They  said  the  men  just  walked  in  and  killed  him  in  his  bed. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  how  many. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Answer.  They  said  they  were. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  anything  about  it ;  were  you  there  1 

Answer.  I  wasn't  at  his  house  ;  I  heard  it. 

Question.  Who  from "? 

Answer.  From  everybody — everybody  that  lived  in  that  neighborhood,  white  and 
black. 

Question.  It  was  not  known  who  killed  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Nor  why  he  was  killed  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  what  they  said — that  he  was  killed — them  that  I  heard  talking 
about  it,  and  that  was  the  most  of  the  statement  that  was  given,  that  it  was  for  board- 
ing that  school-teacher  and  being  a  strong  republican.    That  is  all  I  ever  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Who  did  you  hear  say  that  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  so  many  I  couldn't  go  on  and  tell ;  and  I  heard  a  heap  of  white  peo- 
ple say  he  was  one  of  the  leading  negroes  of  the  republican  party. 

Question.  You  heard  them  say  he  was  a  leader  of  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  them  say  he  was  killed  bebause-he  was  ? 

Answer.  "No,  sir;  but  I  heard  his  color  say  he  was  killed  for  that;  the  principal  part 
of  the  county,  the  colored  people,  all  laid  it  to  that ;  that  he  was  killed  because  he  was 
a  republican  and  boarding  that  woman. 

Question.  That  is,  they  thought  so  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  so.    That  is  what  they  put  it  to.     I  am  stating  what  I  heard. 

Question.  If  they  did  not  know  who  killed  him,  how  could  they  tell  what  he  was 
killed  for  ? 

Aiiswer.  That  is  what  they  said  he  was  killed  for.  I  know  he  was  killed,  and  the  old 
woman  was  run  off  through  the  woods. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  The  school  mistress  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  She  got  frightened  and  ran  off  that  same  night  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  the  children ;  and  one  of  his  sons  got  shot. 
Question.  The  same  night  ? 
Answer.  The  same  night. 

By  the  Chairman"  : 
Question.  One  of  this  colored  preacher's  sons  got  shot  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 
Question:  Do  you  know  where  she  went  to  after  that  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  she  went  to  La  Fayette  and  reported  it,  and  got  her  situation  and 
went  back  to  West  Point ;  but  she  didn't  do  any  more  business  after  that. 
Question.  She  came  from  Georgia  up  to  Fredonia  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  it  said  that  she  was  sleeping  with  this  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  ear;  fchis  man  was  in  the  bed  with  his  wife,  I  am  told.    Him  and  his 
wife  in  one  room,  and  his  daughters  and  the  school-teacher  was  in  the  other  room. 
Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  school  mistress  ? 
Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  she  teaching  a  public  school  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Employed  by  the  State  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  was  what  she  was  teaching  j  she  could  not  get  board 
anywhere  else  but  at  his  house. 

Question.  The  white  people  wouldn't  b,oard  her  ? 
Ansiver.  They  wouldn't  board  her. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  Octoler  18, 1871. 

JOHN  TAYLOE  COLEMAN  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Please  state  your  residence  and  occupation. 

Answer.  My  residence  is  Demopolis,  Marengo  County,  Alabama ;  I  am  a  mail-agent ; 
I  suppose  I  did  not  lose  my  citizenship  by  being  on  the  North  and  South  road  here. 

Question,  You  mean  you  are  a  mail-route  agent  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  received  my  commission  in  January  last. 

Question.  What  was  your  first  road  ? 

Answer.  I  was  first  assigned  to  duty  on  the  road  from  Selma,  Alabama,  to  Meridian, 
Mississippi. 

Question.  How  long  were  you  upon  that  road  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  was  there,  sir,  about  two  weeks,  as  near  as  I  can  remember. 

Question,  ^^hat  was  your  next  route  ? 

Answer.  My  present  route  from  here  to  Colera,  on  the  South  and  North  Alabama 
Railroad. 

Question.  While  you  were  running  on  the  route  from  Selma  to  Meridian-,  were  you 
ever  disturbed  in  the  performance  of  your  duty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  the  particulars  of  that  disturbance. 

Answer.  In  February  last,  between  the  16th  and  the  last  of  the  month,  the  exact  date 
can  be  found  by  reference  to  the  Post-Office  Department  at  Washington,  at  Kewaunee  Sta- 
tion, or  Kewaunee  Wood-pile,  in  Mississippi;  I  was  making  up  my  mail,  that  is,  closing 
up  my  mails,  for  Meridian,  Mississippi ;  and  if  you  all  know  the  position  of  mail-cars,  you 
know  how  they  are  fixed ;  I  stood  with  my  back  to  the  entrance,  to  the  door  that  leads 
into  the  mail-car,  all  the  time.  I  felt  a  pressure  on  my  shoulders,  as  if  some  one  had 
come  in  and  laid  his  hand  on  my  shoulder.  I  turned  around  and  there  stood  a  man  dis- 
guised from  head  to  foot  in  a  gown  that  was  drawn  together  at  the  top,  just  like  a 
common  tobacco-bag,  and  it  just  fell  over  him  and  nearly  reached  to  his  feet,  and  was 
bound  around  with  red — around  the  eyes  and  mouth  in  some  way.  The  plan  of  the 
disguise  was  white.  If  there  was  any  other  red  about  it  I  don't  remember  it.  I  should 
have  stated  that  he  stood  in  this  position  with  a  pistol  in  each  hand,  with  his  arms 
extended  toward  me,  and  as  I  turned  around  I  came  right  upon  these  two  pistols. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Of  course  I  was  very  much  frightened,  and  I  halloed  to  him  not  to  shoot. 
He  stepped  back  as  I  turned  arouncl,  and  I  shut  the  door,  and  he  called  to  me,  '^  Who 
is  in  there  ?"  I  says,  '^  The  express  agent  is  in  there."  The  express  agent  and  myself 
are  the  only  two  persons  in  that  part  of  the  train  at  all,  and  it  is  a  night  train.  Mr. 
Flemming,  the  express  agent,  had  come  in  there  and  asked  me  to  let  him  come  and 
lie  down  by  the  stove  where  he  would  be  warm.  I  answered,  "  The  express  agent  is 
in  there."  He  says,  ^'  Open  the  door."  I  opened  the  door.  He  says,  "  Come  forward, 
Mr.  Express  Agent."  Mr.  Flemming  got  up,  then,  and  walked  in,  and  this  man  re- 
marked to  me,  "  Do  you  know  where  this  is  ?"  I  says,  "  Yes,  sir."  ''  What  place  is  it  ?" 
he  asked.  I  says,  " Kewaunee  Wood-pile,"  or  ^'Kewaunee  Station."  He  says,  "You 
are  perhaps  aware  that  there  was  a  mail  agent  killed  here,  shot  right  here  at  this 
place."  I  told  him  I  was  awar^  of  that  fact.  He  says,  "  You,  in  your  actions,  will 
govern  yourself  in  such  a  way  that  you  will  attend  to  your  own  business  and  nobody 
else's,  or  else  you  will  look  out  for  the  same  fate."  He  then  commenced  some  sort  of 
mystical  flourishes  with  his  pistols  and  shoved  them  up  against  me.  I  think  one  of 
them  was  capped  and  the  other  was  not,  because  he  snapped  it  several  times  in  my 
face,  and  in  the  express  agent's  face,  and  against  my  person  also. 

Question.  He  shoved  them  against  you  and  the  express  agent,  both  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Flemming. 

Question.  What  else  occurred  ? 
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Answer.  He  tlien  went  out,  and  in  a  few  minutes  returned  again  and  went  thrpugli 
the  same  performance,  flourishing  his  i^istols,  and  shoving  them  up  against  my  person, 
and  snapping  one  of  them  several  times.    The  other  one  I  thought  was  capped. 

Question.  Did  he  repeat  his  threats  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  that  time.  He  remarked,  ''Just  keep  quiet ;  I  don^t  wish  any  noise 
made.    I'll  not  harm  you  now." 

Question.  Was  this  after  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  late  in  the  night  ? 

Answer.  It  was  about  half-past  10  o'clock. 

Question.  Was  the  night  light  or  dark  ? 

Answer.  It  Avas  rather  stormy  night,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  It  was  in  Feb- 
ruary ;  the  exact  date  could  be  ascertained  at  the  Selma  office. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  his  confederates  ? 

Ansiver.  I  saw  no  other  disguised  men.  The  train  was  full  of  men  that  night.  It 
was  a  very  few  nights  before  that  Meridian  riofc,  and  they  were  going  down  that  night. 
They  were  exijecting,  so  they  said,  there  would  be  trouble  in  Meridian,  and  said  that 
they  were  going  down  there  to  help  out. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  heard  that  on  the  train. 

Question.  You  heard  men  aboard  the  train  say  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questiom  Were  they  strangers  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Undisguised  or  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Undisguised;  they  were  strangers.  I  didn't  hear  the  disguised  man  say 
that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  got  on  the  train  at  Kewaunee  Station  or  was 
aboard  before? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Where  did  he  disappear  ? 

Answer.  He  went  back  as  if  he  was  going  into  the  passenger-car  through  the  bag- 
gage-car. 

Question.  Did  you  go  through  the  cars  afterwards  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  left  my  mail-car. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  from  information,  that  there  were  disguised  men  on  that 
train  that  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  only  saw  this  one.  He  said,  ''Ii3  is  not  worth  while  to  do  any- 
thing. I  could  have  a  thousand  men  in  fifteen  minutes ;  they  are  all  out  here  in  the 
woods."    That  is  all  he  said  about  that. 

Question.  You  were  running  westward  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  from  Meridian  ? 

Answer.  It  is  twenty-seven  miles  from  York  Station  to  Meridian,  and  I  was  between 
five  and  seven  miles  west  of  York.  In  about  four  days  or  a  week  perhaps  after  that — 
I  didn't  leave  my  route  then — returning  from  Meridian,  at  York  Station  I  was  informed 
by  the  watchman,  and  telegraph  operator,  and  train  conductor,  and  baggage-master, 
that  there  had  been  a  party  of  disguised  men — eighteen — watching  my  return  from 
Meridian,  coming  this  way.  That  happened  about  four  days  or  a  week  after  that. 
We  were  behind  time  that  morning  going  east,  and  near  day — they  said  it  was  very 
near  day — they  got  restless  and  left,  and  left  this  message  for  me :  "  Tell  Coleman,  the 
new  route  agent  on  this  route,  to  stay  on  the  east  side  of  the  Bigbee  River" — that  is 
on  this  side — "  and  if  he  does  not,  he  can  decide  to  leave  his  shoe-string  here  with  us." 
That  is  exactly  the  language  they  used. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Whom  did  you  get  that  from  ? 

Answer.  From  the  telegraph  operator,  the  watchman,  the  conductor,  and  the 
baggage-master. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  did  they  say  left  that  message  with  them  for  you  ? 

Answer.  These  eighteen  disguised  men.  Mr.  W.  H.  English  was  the  conductor;  he 
is  now  in  Selma.  We  were  behind  time,  and  it  was  very  near  day,  and  they  had  to 
leave.  The}^  said  they  had  seen  a  great  many  Ku-Klux,  but  these  were  the  most  desper- 
ate looking  set  they  had  seen.  I  went  to  Mr.  English ;  we  were  friends,  and  had 
known  ^ach  other  a  considerable  time,  and  I  said,  ''  Do  you  think  there  is  any  danger  ?" 
He  says,  "  I  have  not  thought  there  was  any  danger  heretofore;  I  have  no  policy  iu 
what  I  say,  but  I  advise  you  not  to  go  back  there ;  they  say  no  man  under  Mi.  Hays's 
patronage  shall  run  over  that  roatd."  ^^-^  j 
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Question.  He  is  the  member  of  Congress  from  that  district  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  secured  my  appointment.  I  did  not  see  them.  He  said  they 
had  a  cowhide  for  Mr.  Hardy  and  Mr.  Furgusou,  two  young  men  on  the  road,  and 
that  they  were  not  to  come  back  there  on  the  road,  and  if  they  did  they  would  whale 
them  and  hang  them.  That  is  what  they  meant  by  the  shoe-string  business.  They 
warned  me  not  to  come  back. 

Question,  What  attention  did  you  give  to  this  warning  ? 

Answer.  I  left  the  route  and  was  transferred  to  this  place.  I  left  the  route  at  the 
suggestion  and  judgment  of  men  who  I  believed  would  tell  me  the  truth  about  any- 
thing. 

Question.  Did  you  leave  because  of  the  apprehension  that  your  life  was  in  danger  if 
you  continued  to  run  over  that  road  as  route-agent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  they  intented  to  kill  you  ? 

Answer.  I  do  ;  because  they  just  before  that  killed  a  route-agent. 

Question.  Who  was  that  ? 

Answer.  Frank  Diggs. 

Question.  When  was  he  killed  f 

Answer.  He  was  killed  in  October  or  November  last. 

Question.  Was  he  the  mail-route  agent  on  that  road  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  took  his  place. 

Question.  Was  his  appointment  procured  by  Mr.  Hays  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  I  think  not ;  I  think  it  was  secured  by  Mr.  Buck. 

Question.  At  what  point  on  the  road  was  Mr.  Diggs  killed  °/ 

Answer.  Mr.  Diggs  was  killed  at  the  exact  place  where  these  disguised  men  came  to 
my  car,  at  Kewaunee  Wood-pile,  and  said  if  I  did  not  mind  my  business  my  fate  would 
be  Diggs's. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  circumstances  of  his  death  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  was  killed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  shot ;  he  was  shot  in  his  car ;  the  baggage-master  witnessed 
the  shot.  He  said  the  man  walked  up  to  the  car  with  a  double-barreled  gun  and  shot 
him  through  the  window.  He  shot  him  with  eighteen  buck-shots  in  the  side  and 
walked  off  and  said  "  That  is  all  right." 

Question.  Was  that  in  the  day-time  or  night-time  ? 

Answer.  In  the  night ;  the  baggage-master  told  me  that ;  he  said  he  was  in  five  steps 
of  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Was  this  man  disguised  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  not.  I  think  he  said  he  was  not  disguised.  It  was  a  man  that 
did  live  over  there.    I  think  they  told  me  he  was  living  at  Livingston. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  it  known  who  the  man  was  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  the  man. 
Question.  You  say  he  was  known  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  known  to  the  parties  that  lived  over  there.    They  told  me 
he  lived  in  Livingston. 
Question.  Who;  Diggs? 
Answer  No,  sir ;  the  man  that  killed  Diggs. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  The  baggage-master  told  you  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  the  man  that  killed  Diggs  lived  in  Livingston  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  the  baggage-master  know  who  he  was  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  did.    He  told  me  his  name,  but  I  don't  remember  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  any  one  ever  taken  up  for  the  killing  of  Diggs  ? 
Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  any  effort  made,  to  your  knowledge,  to  find  out  the  murderer  ? 
Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.    I  don't  know  anything  more  about  it  than  what  I  told 
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Question.  You  did  not  know  this  man  who  assaulted  and  questioned  you  ? 
Answer.  I  could  not ;  he  was  disguised. 
Question.  You  did  not  know  his  voice  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  saw  no  part  of  liis  face  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  have  not  heen  over  there  since  before  the  war  and  during  the  war. 
Question.  State  if  you  are  a  crippled  man,  and,  if  so,  describe  how  ? 
Answer.  I  am  a  crippled  man,  with  a  left  leg  off,  three  inches  and  a  half  below  the 
knee. 

By  Mr.  BucklI:y  : 

Question.  Were  you  born  in  the  South  ? 

Answer.  Yes^  sir;  raised  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  came  to  Alabama  November  21, 
1859. 

Question.  Have  you  been  living  at  Demopolis  since  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  Demopolis  and  Uniontown ;  they  are  near  together. 

Question.  Were  you  known  in  that  section  of  country  where  you  were  assaulted  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  say  that  I  was  ;  that  was  in  Mississippi ;  but  I  had  been  a 
colored  school  teacher  in  Demopolis  for  two  years ;  and  this  conductor  told  me  he 
guessed  my  active  part  in  securing  Mr.  Hays^s  election,  and  teaching  colored  children, 
was  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  could  not  run  there.  I  don't  know  whether  they  told 
him  thatj  but  he  told  me  so. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Who  was  that,  the  baggage-master  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir  ;  the  conductor. 
Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 
Answer.  W.  H.  English. 

Question.  What  was  the  baggage-master's  name  ?. 
Answer.  Sim  Richardson. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  He  told  you  the  reason  you  could  not  run  there  was  because  you  had  been 
the  teacher  of  a  colored  school  and  was  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  did  not  say  because  I  was  a  republican,  but  he  said  I  could  not 
run  there  under  Mr.  Hays's  patronage,  which  was  equivalent  to  the  same  thing. 

Question.  What  was  the  offense  of  Mr.  Diggs,  and  the  reason  he  was  killed? 

Answer.  T  never  heard  any  given  at  all,  only  this  in  general  remark — I  didn't  hear  it 
from  them,  but  on  the  train — that  they  did  not  intend  to  allow  no  negro  route  agents, 
or  negro  firemen,  or  negro  brakesmen,  which  I  know  to  be  the  fact ;  they  did  not  allow 
them  to  run. 

Question.  Was  Diggs  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  heard  them  say  that  that  was  one  of  their  laws — that  no 
negro  should  be  a  fireman  or  brakesman.  I  noticed  that  no  negro  fireman  or  brakes- 
man did  run  over  there  while  I  was  there. 

Question.  Is  this  the  only  time  you  have  ever  seen  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  the  only  time.  I  received  a  written  message  from  them  the 
other  day.  If  I  had  a  messenger,  I  could  send  up  to  my  wife  now,  Mr.  Buckley,  and 
have  it  brought  down. 

Question.  Will  you  tell  the  particulars  of  it  ? 

Answer.  It  reads  in  this  way :  '*  Damn  your  soul,  our  Grand  Cyclops  has  just  arrived, 
and  we  learn  from,  him  that  you  recommend  a  negro  route  agent  for  our  new  road, 
which  is  the  North  and  South  Alabama  Railroad.  You  may  make  up  your  mind,  if  he 
goes  on,  to  stretch  hemp."     [See  page  1054.] 

Question.  Where  did  you  get  that  letter  ? 

Answer.  I  got  that  from  the  Calera  post-office.  I  opened  the  bag  in  the  presence  of 
the  postmaster,  who  w.as  in  the  crowd  at  the  same  time.  I  saw  a  letter  addressed  to 
me,  and  said,  "Where  did  this  come  from?  Do  you  know?"  He  said,  "  It  came 
through  the  regular  channels  of  the  office  down  the  road  between  Selma  and  Calera. 
The  postmaster  was  T.  H.  Thompson. 

Question.  How  was  the  letter  signed  ? 

Answer.  By  a  number  of  men,  I  don't  remember  who— the  Grand  CytilOps  and  a  num- 
ber of  fictitious  names.     I  can  have  it  here  in  a  few  minutes. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  date  of  it  ? 
Answei".  I  do  not  think  it  was  dated. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  there  any  signs  or  insignia  upon  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  elaborately  penciled  off  at  the  head  of  it  with  a  coffin,  a 
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stump,  an  owl  sitting  on  it,  and  a  dagger  in  it,  and  cross-bones,  and  a  sword  and  skull, 
&c.  It  was  on  the  day  before  the  last  State  election,  the  general  election ;  I  don't  re- 
member the  date. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Questimi.  It  was  the  8th  of  November  last. 

Ansiver.  I  wcDt  to  the  precinct  of  Linden,  Marengo  County,  to  distribute  tickets  and 
•work  for  the  election  of  my  caudidates,  or  my  father's  candidates,  the  republican  can- 
didates. On  that  day  I  was  cursed  and  abused  promiscuously,  particularly  by  a  man 
named  Robinson,  living  in  the  neighborhood.  They  stood  around  a  circle  all  day  long 
nearly,  with  knives  out,  apparently  whittling. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  to  you? 

Answer.  General  political  artjument  and  very  abusive  ;  he  cursed  me  a  good  many 
times  and  used  abusive  language.  That  evening  when  I  left  and  got  about  a  mile 
from  town,  in  the  Chickasabo^ue  swamp,  this  man  Robinson  and  a  man  named  Saun- 
ders followed  me  to  that  place  and  inquired  of  a  colored  man  in  the  buggy  with  me, 
where  did  he  live.  He  knew  very  well  where  he  lived,  for  he  is  an  old  settler.  Charles 
Hall  was  the  name  of  the  colored  man.  He  remarked,  ''  Charles,  I  am  coming  up  to 
where  you  live."  He  told  him  he  lived  on  Mr.  Coleman's  plantation.  He  says, 
*^  I  am  coming  up  there  before  long  some  of  these  nights,  and  I  want  to  bring  a  rope 
with  me;  I  want  to  purify  the  country."  This  was  the  man  that  had  been  abusing  me 
all  day  long.  While  teaching  school  in  Demopolis  I  received  Ku-Klux  notices  that  I 
might  look  out ;  that  I  would  be  hung  at  some  midnight  hour. 

Question.  When  was  it 'that  you  were  teaching  and  received  these  notices  ? 

Answer.  I  taught  there  in  1868  and  1869. 

Question.  What  did  I  understand  was  the  purport  of  these  threats,  if  you  continued 
to  teach  a  colored  school  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  if  I  continued,  but  if  I  did  not  mind  what  I  was  about.  I 
didn't  know  what  they  meant,  but  they  didn't  like  my  style,  and  if  I  didn't  mind  what 
I  was  about  I  would  be  hung  up  at  the  midnighf  hour  to  the  nearest  limb. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  cause  for  this  except  that  you  wxre  teaching  a  colored 
school? 

A^iswcr.  I  do  not  know  of  any  cause  at  all,  sir.  Now,  in  relation  to  this  Kewaunee 
Ku-Klux  business  over  there,  this  conductor  told  me  they  said  they  had  every 
man's  name  down  that  had  taken  any  j)rominent  part  in  the  republican  party.  Mr. 
W.  H.  English  told  me  that.  Another  express  agent,  whose  name  I  cannot  remember, 
but  it  was  not  Flemming,  it  was  another  messenger  that  ran  at  the  same  time,  said  that 
they  had  every  man's  name  down,  and  he  says,  '^  Bill  Jones  in  particular;  we  intend 
to  kill  him  if  it  takes  ten  years  to  do  it." 

Question.  Who  is  Bill  Jones  ? 

Answer.  W.  B.  Jones,  senator  from  the  twenty-sixth  Alabama  district ;  and  that  if 
they  ever  caught  him  they  intended  to  kill  him,  if  it  took  ten  years  ;  him  and 
Pierce  Burton. 

Question.  Who  was  Pierce  Burton  ? 

Answer.  He  was  editor  of  the  Southern  Republican,  printed  in  Demopolis,  Alabama. 

Question.  Is  it  still  published  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  has  discontinued  the  publication  of  it  and  left  the  State.  He 
was  severely  beaten  in  Eataw  and  received  a  Ku-Klux  warning  to  leave  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  and  he  left  about  three  days  afterward. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  he   the   man  nominated  as  lieutenant  governor  by  the  republican 
party  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  'the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  these  officers  of  the  train  who  gave  you  this  information  relative  to 
the  Ku-Klux  and  their  intentions  republicans  or  democrats? 

Answer.  Democrats,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  offense  for  which  they  were  going  to  kill  Bill  Jones  ? 

Answer.  For  his  politics. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  cause  against  either  him  or  Burton  than  that  they 
■were  leading  republicans  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  heard  of  any  other.  Dr.  Jones  was  born  and  raised  in  Ma- 
rengo County.  They  said  he  was  a  damned  negro  lover  and  they  intended  to  kill  him 
if  it  took  ten  years  to  do  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  any  violence  committed  by  men  banded 
together  in  disguise  in  the  western  part  of  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  no  other  information  that  I  know"  of. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  At  tlie  time  when  this  first  assault  was  made  upon  you  did  you  see  any  other 
disguised  men  about  the  train  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Question.  From  what  was  said  to  you  do  you  apprehend  that  there  were  other  dis- 
guised men  about  there  ? 

Answer.  From  what  was  remarked  to  others,  I  would  infer  that  there  were  about  forty 
on  that  night  who  could  have  been  disguised  in  a  very  short  time.  He  remarked  to 
me,  '-You  could  do  no  good  if  I  wanted  to  do  you  violence.  I  could  raise  a  thousand 
men  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes ;  they  are  all  out  here,  all  about  here,  all  in  these 
woods." 

Question.  While  in  that  part  of  the  State,  did  you  hear  of  other  persons  being  whipped 
or  disturbed  by  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ,**  I  heard  it  from  others — from  the  baggage-master  and  the  train  hands. 
They  said  it  was  a  common  thing  to  take  a  negro  fireman  off  and  wliip  him,  and  threat- 
ened the  engineer  that  if  he  brought  him  back  again  over  there  he  might  look  out  for 
similar  treatment. 

Question.  You  heard  of  similar  instances  of  treatment  on  that  road  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  not  of  my  own  knowledge,  but  I  heard  so. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  molested  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties  on  this  new 
road? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  been  doing  very  well  except  this  late  warning. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  was  the  reason  that  these  Ku-Klux  were  unwill- 
ing that  colored  men  should  be  employed  upon  the  train  or  upon  the  road  ? 

Ansivei\  Social  equality  and  republicanism.     That  is  w^hat  they  said. 
By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  does  this  express  agent  Flemming  live  ? 

Ansiver.  At  Jacksonville. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  State  is  that  ? 

Ansiver.  Cherokee  County,  I  think,  on  the  Selma,  Rome  and  Dalton  Railroad.  I  think 
his  name  is  J.  H.  Fiemming.  He  was  in  the  car  with  me  at  the  time.  He  has  been 
relieved  since  that  as  express  agent,  but  that  is  his  home.    I  saw  him  not  very  long  ago. 

Question.  Where  does  the  conductor  on  that  train  live  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  William  H.  English  lives  in  Selma.  He  is  conductor  on  the  Selma  and 
Meridian  railroad  then,  Alabama  Central  railroad  now.  He  very  distinctly  remarked 
to  me,  "  They  have  determined  that  no  man  under  Hays's  patronage  shall  run  over 
here,"  and  he  advised  me  not  to  go  back  there  at  all ;  that  he  thought  it  was  dangerous. 
I  received  a  message  from  him  and  the  watchman  and  the  telegraph  messenger. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  so  himself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  told  me  so  himself.    I  would  like  to  have  him  here  now. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  baggage-master  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Sim  Richardson.  He  is  English's  brother-in-law.  I  don't  think  his 
name  is  Sim,  but  he  goes  by  that  name. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  ? 

Answer.  He  lives  in  Selma,  or  he  did  at  the  last  advices.  I  think  he  is  still  baggage- 
master  on  that  road. 

Question.  What  is  the  watchman's  name  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  his  name  is. 

Question.  Is  he  on  the  road  now  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  I  think  he  killed  his  wife  and  his  father-in-law  in  a  difficulty, 
and  has  run  off.  I  have  heard  his  name,  but  I  do  not  remember  it  now.  Captain 
Dimick  can  tell  it.  The,  telegraph  operator  was  named  Charles  something,  I  cannot 
think  of  the  name  ;  but  the  telegraph  operator  is  still  at  the  place,  at  York  Station. 
You  can  find  out  his  name  in  a  very  few  minutes  by  sending  down  to  the  telegraph 
office  here.    It  is  Charley  somebody ;  I  have  heard  it  fifty  times. 

Question.  You  say  all'these  men  are  democrats? 

Answer.  They  expressed  themselves  that  way.  I  don't  know  whether  the  disguised 
man  was  a  democrat  or  not.  I  don't  know  what  he  was.  I  don't  know  anything  now 
of  who  these  disguised  men  were.  These  men,  whose  names  I  give  you,  on  the  train, 
the  baggage- master  and  conductor,  and  so  on^  were  democrats. 

Question.  Which  baggage-master  was  it  saw  Diggs  killed  ? 

Answer.  The  baggage-master  belonging  to  Mr.  Stanton's  road — the  Alabama  and 
Chattanooga  Railroad. 

Que9tion.  What  is  his  name  ? 

Answer.  I  was  over  there  only  about  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  as  I  stated,  but  I  don't 
remember  his  name.  Mr.  English  or  Mr.  Charley  Marsh,  now  in  this  city,  would  re- 
member his  name.  Charley  Marsh  was  the  conductor  on  that  road,  and  saw  more  of 
this  man  than  I  did.  ^i^r^rrl 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  lie  in  the  city  now  ? 

Answer.  He  was  Sunday  morning.    He  was  conductor  on  the  road,  and  I  think  he 
received  some  letters  that  if  he  did^t  run  the  road  another  way  he  could  not  stay 
there.    There  was  a  conductor  run  off  from  there,  a  northern  man.    Mr.  Charley  Marsh 
could  give  the  baggage-master's  name. 
By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  does  Robinson  live  ? 

Answer.  In  Marengo  County,  near  Linden,  the  county  seat. 

Question.  Is  he  there  now  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  so. 

Question.  Where  does  Saunders  live  ? 

Answer.  In  that  neighborhood.  I  don't  know  either  of  them  personally ;  the  names 
were  given  to  me. 

Question.  Is  Charles  Hall,  the  negro  that  rode  with  you,  living  there  ? 

Answer.  He  lived  on  a  plantation — my  plantation ;  part  of  it  is  mine.  It  is  an  estate 
place,  and  I  have  an  interest  in  it.  He  was  living  on  it  at  that  time,  and  he  was  on 
the  same  place  with  me.  This  man  said  I  came  there,  and  was  a  damned  radical  and  a 
damned  scoundrel,  and  was  paid  for  what  I  was  doing,  and  was  working  against  my 
country.    That  was  about  the  pith  of  his  conversation,  that  and  abuse. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  lose  your  leg  in  the  confederate  army  ? 

Answer:  No,  sir ;  I  lost  my  leg  when  I  was,  I  think,  about  eighteen  years  old,  in  a 
thrashing-machine — in  the  horse-power  of  a  thrashing-machine — in  the  State  of  Vir- 
gina.  General  Blair,  the  name  of  that  baggage-master  I  remember  now;  it  is 
Goodloe. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  ? 
Answer.  I  think  in  Meridian. 


X  >C 
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"  Dam  Your  Soul.  The  Horrible  Sepulchre  and  Bloody  Moon  has  at  last  arrived. 
Some  live  to-day  to-morrow  ^' Die.^^  We  the  undersigned  understand  through  our 
Grand  ^'  Cyclops  "  that  you  have  recommended  a  big  Black  Nigger  for  Male  agent  on 
our  nu  rode ;  wei,  sir,  Jest  you  understand  in  time  if  he  gets  on  the  rode  you  can 
make  up  your  mind  to  pull  roape.  If  you  have  any  thing  to  say  in  regard  to  the 
Matter,  meet  the  Grand  Cyclops  and  Conclave  at  Den  No.  4  at  12  o'clock  midnight, 
Oct.  1st,  1871. 

*'  When  you  are  in  Calera  we  warn  you  to  hold  your  tounge  and  not  speak  so  much 
with  your  mouth  or  otherwise  you  will  be  taken  on  supprise  and  led  out  by  the  Klan 
and  learnt  to  stretch  hemp.    Beware.  Beware.  Beware.  Beware. 


(Signed) 


*  You  know  who.    And  all  others  of  the  Klan." 


"  PHILLIP  ISENBAUM, 

"  Grand  Cyclops. 
^^JOHN  BANKSTOWN. 
^'ESAU  DAVES. 
"  MARCUS  THOMAS. 
"BLOODY  BONES. 


Hostea  Dy  '^^jv^v/ 
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Montgomery,  Ajlabaivu,  October  IS,  1871. 

WILLIAM  R.  NOBLE  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  committee  yonr  residence  and  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  live  in  Montgomery.    I  am  chief  clerk  in  the  auditor's  office. 

Question.  You  are  familiar,  are  you,  with  the  records  of  that  office? 

Answer.^  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  in  your  present  position  ? 

Ansicer.  Since  July,  1868. 

Question.  That  is,  since  this  State  was  readmitted? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Mr.  Noble,  there  have  been  some  charges  of  wasteful  expenditures  of  public 
moneys  in  this  State,  and  the  committee  desire  to  get  from  you  some  statements  as  to 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  public  moneys  at  the  times  of  the  close  of  the  war,  of 
the  readmission  of  the  State,  and  at  the  present  time.  If  you  have  any  knowledge 
pertainiug  to  the  State  indebtedness  for  the  years  1865,  1866,  1867,  up  to  July,  1868, 
we  would  be  glad  to  have  you  give  such  information  to  the  committee. 

Answer.  The  bonded  debt  on  the  30th  of  September  of  this  year  was  $5,442,300. 

Question.  At  what  period  was  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  September,  1871. 

Question.  Is  the  auditor  of  this  State  required  by  law  to  make  an  annual  report  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  is  the  auditor  of  the  State  at  present  ? 

Answer.  He  left  for  New  York  City  on  Monday  last.  As  to  the  bonded  debt  for  1865, 
there  was  due  in  London  $688,000;  in  New  York  $168,000  ;  due  in  1883  in  New  York 
$1,941,000. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Questio7i.  Can  you  give  the  aggregate  State  debt  without  giving  the  items  ? 

Answer.  These  three  amounts  will  make  up  the  aggregate  $2,797,000.  One  million 
nine  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  dollars  were  issued  in  1866.  They  were  bonds  that 
fell  due  in  1863  and  were  renewed  in  1866,  and  they  now  fall  due  in  1883.  They  only 
run  seventeen  years  from  the  date  of  issue.  I  do  not  think  I  can  give  the  informa- 
tion exactly  in  regard  to  these.  The  bonds  that  fell  due  after  the  close  of  the  war 
were  renewed,  but  I  cannot  tell  from  the  record  which  I  have  here  whether  they 
were  old  or  new  bonds. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  the  total  amount  of  the  bonded  debt  of  the  State  at  this 
time? 

Answer.  I  cannot  give  it  for  1865  without  going  to  the  office  to  see  the  record  of  the 
original  register  of  bonds. 

Question.  Can  you  give  it  for  Julv,  1868,  the  date  vrhen  the  constitution  went  into 
effect? 

Answer.  Four  million  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
lars. That  is,  when  the  new  constitution  was  adopted.  On  the  30th  of  September, 
1870,  the  bonded  debt  amounted  to  $5,382,800.  The  bonded  debt  at  present— 30th  of 
September,  1871— is  $5,442,300.    That  is  the  actual  boi^ded  debt  of  the  State. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  issue  of  bonds  has  been  made  since  the  present  State 
government  has  gone  into  operation  ? 

Answer.  Since  1868  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Five  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  State  bonds.  Of  that  amount  there  has 
been  $499,000  sold,  and  $1,000  remaining  on  hand. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  other  indebtedness  of  the  State  in  July,  1868  ? 

Answer.  On  the  24th  of  July,  1868,  there  was  due  for  temporary  loans  $109,350,  and 
accrued  interest  on  trust  fnnds  for  the  years  1866  and  1867,  $245,411  46.  That  was  the 
amount  that  had  to  be  provided  for  in  money. 

Question.  Was  there  any  interest  on  the  public  debt  of  the  State  falling  due  at  that 
time  or  soon  after  ? 

Answer.  There  was  the  interest  on  the  bonded  debt  falling  due  in  November. 

Question.  November,  1868  ? 

Answer.  November,  1868,  $64,570. 

Question.  Amj  interest  falling  due  in  January  of  the  following  year? 

Answer.  The  interest  on  the  bonded  debt  due  January  1,  1869,  was  $68,467.  There 
was  at  ^the  same  time  interest  due  on  trust  funds  for  school  purposes  that  fell  due  on 
the  1st  of  December,  1868,  at  the  beginning  of  the  scholastic  year  of  this  State. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  amount  of  that  fund  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  the  amount  down  here ;  it  was  $220,000,  or  over. 
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Question,  Was  there  any  other  indebtedness  that  the  new  government  had  to  pro- 
vide for  ? 

Ansiver.  Nonebnt  small  amounts,  amounting,  perhaps,  to  |10,000,  that  were  due  before 
the  24th  July,  1868. 

Question,  Will  you  state  the  preparation  made  for  the  payment  of  this  indebtedness 
of  which  you  have  spoken  ?    Was  a  temporary  loan  effected  for  the  purpose  ? 

Answer.  There  were  temporary  loans  negotiated,  by  Governor  Smith,  of  small  amounts ; 
I  have  not  the  information  with  me  to  give  the  exact  amount. 

.  Question.  Will  you  state  the  total  amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  years 
1869  and  1870  ? 

Ansiver.  The  receipts  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  September,  1869,  were  $1,306,311  38. 
Of  that  amount,  there  were  $498,748  04  received  from  the  sale  of  Alabama  bonds,  and 
$120,000  from  temporary  loans.    The  disbursements  were  $1,394,960  30. 

Question.  Is  that  for  1869  ? 

Anmwr.  For  the  year  1869.  For  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1870,  the  receipts 
were  $1,283,586  52.    The  disbursements  were  $1,366,398  85. 

Question.  What  was  the  balance  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ? 

A7i8iver.  The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  30th  September,  1870,  was  $44,325  85. 

Question.  That  was  about  two  months,  or  one  month,  before  Governor  Lindsay  was 
inaugurated. 

Ansiver.  It  was  nearly  two  months  before  the  inauguration  of  the  present  governor. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  some  trust  funds.  Explain  to  the  committee,  Mr.  Noble, 
what  those  trust  funds  are,  and  how  they  have  been  used. 

Answer.  Under  an  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1827,  I  think,  the  State  received  educa- 
tional funds,  known  as  the  sixteenth  section  funds.  There  was  due  the  sixteenth 
section  fund  on  the  1st  of  December,  1860,  $1,499,343  83  ;  there  was  due  the  valueless 
sixteenth  section  fund,  $97,091  21 ;  there  was  due  what  was  called  the  university  fund, 
$300,000,  making  a  total  of  $1,896,435  04.  The  surplus  revenue  fund,  under  the  act  of 
Congress  of  23d  June,  1836,  was  $669,086  80.  The  interest  on  this  last  amount  is  a  part  of 
the  educational  fund  of  this  State.  On  the  30th  September,  1871,  the  total  amount 
due  by  the  State  to  the  educational  fund  was  $2,795,995  05.  That  amount  includes 
the  surplus  revenue  fund  not  included  in  the  other  total.  The  increase  of  the  different 
education  funds  came  from  the  sixteenth  section  fund  which  was  turned  into  the 
treasury  and  credited  to  the  educational  fund,  and  then  the  State  paid  the  schools 
8  per  cent,  on  the  amount. 

Question.  That  8  per  cent,  is  to  be  raised  now  by  taxation  on  this  amount  you  have 
just  named  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  that  the  State  had  sold  the  sixteenth  section  of  every 
congressional  township,  commonly  known  as  the  school  section,  had  collected  the 
money,  and  the  money  had  been  paid  into  the  State  treasury,  and  the  State  had  used 
that  money  and  paid  interest  at  the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  on  it  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  different  townships  upon  the  fund  thus  collected  and  used? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  same  with  the  United  States  surplus  revenue  fund  granted  in  1836  ? 

Answer.  The  State  assumed  that  as  a  debt  also,  and  paid  interest  on  the  amount  to 
the  schools,  and  money  now  paid  for  sixteenth  sections,  or  notes  that  are  being  paid 
now  with  interest,  goes  into  the  general  fund  of  the  treasury,  and  the  school  fund  is 
credited  with  eight  per  cent,  from  year  to  year  on  amount  paid  in  each  year. 

Question.  So  that  the  entire  purchase-money  upon  the  sale  of  these  school  sections 
has  not  been  collected  yet  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  small  amounts  are  still  being  collected  ? 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  rate  of  taxation  upon  property  was  here  during 
1868,  1869,  and  1870  ? 

Answer.  The  rate  of  taxation  on  the  assessment  for  1868  was  three-tenths  of  one  per 
cent.  That  was  under  the  revenue  law  of  1866-67.  The  legislature,  at  its  first  session 
of  1868,  legalized  the  assessment  of  1868,  with  the  exception  of  the  poll-tax,  which 
was  cut  down  to  a  dollar  and  a  half  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  con- 
stitution.   The  other  assessment  remained  the  same. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  assessment  was  in  1869-^0  ? 

Ansiver.  On  the  31st  day  of  December,  1868,  the  rate  of  taxation  was  raised  to  three- 
fourths  of  one  per  cent.,  and  that  was  the  estimate  made  on  all  the  taxable  property 
in  the  State,  an  ad  valorem  tax  for  1869,  and  the  same  rate  of  taxation  remained  for 
the  year  1870.  The  revenue  from  the  assessment  of  1870  has  been  collected  nearly ; 
some  balances  are  out  yet. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ALABAMA— SUB-COMMITTEE.  1 05T 

Question.  Did  the  income  from  taxation  during  the  years  1865, 1866,  and  1867  meet 
the  public  expenditures  of  the  State  ? 

Aneiver,  No,  sir;  they  dl4 not. 

Question.  Can  you  tell  us  how  far  short  in  these  years  the  income  fell  of  meeting  the 
expenditures  ? 

Answei\  The  auditor's  report  for  the  year  ending  30th  September,  1870,  gives  the  per 
cent,  of  receipts  from  taxes  and  licenses  for  the  years  1860,  1865,  1866, 1867, 1868, 1869, 
and  1870.  The  receipts  from  taxation  and  licenses  for  1868  were  $1,788,982  43 ;  the 
disbursements  in  payment  of  claims  against  the  State,  not  including  repayments  of 
temporary  loans,  were  $2,233,781  97.  For  1865  the  receipts  from  the  same  sources  were 
$1,626,782  93,  and  the  disbursements  were  $2,282,355  97.  In  1866  the  receipts— and  I 
will  remark  that  all  of  these  receipts  are  from  taxation  and  licenses,  and  the  dis- 
bursements aie  for  the  payment  of  legitimate  claims  against  the  State — in  1866  the 
receipts  were  $62,967  80,  the  disbursements  $606,494  39.  For  1867  the  receipts  were 
$691,048  86 ;  the  disbursements  were  $819,434  85.  For  1868  the  receipts  were  $724,760  56 ; 
the  disbursements  $1,066,800  24.  For  1869  the  receipts  were  $686,451  02 ;  the  disburse- 
ments were  $1,286,231.  For  1870  the  receipts  were  $1,242,261  25 ;  the  disbursements 
were  $1,336,  398  85. 

Qtiestion.  In  that  year  the  receipts  met  the  expenditures,  did  they  ? 

Answer.  Not  quite. 

Question.  How  was  the  rate  of  taxation  that  year  ?    Three-fourths  of  one  per  cent.? 

Answer.  Three  fourths  of  one  per  cent. 

Question.  How  were  the  revenue  laws  altered  last  winter  ? 

Answe}'.  The  tax  on  real  and  personal  property  was  reduced  to  one-half  of  one  per  cent. 

Question.  How  have  the  taxes  been  collected  tor  the  last  year  ?  Is  there  a  large 
delinquent  tax  ? 

An8icei\  There  are  very  close  collections  this  last  year  of  the  assessment  of  1870, 
closer  than  for  years  past,  I  think. 

Question.  This  fiscal  year  closes  the  30th  of  last  month  ? 

Ansive7\  The  30th  of  September. 

Quhtion.  State  the  condition  of  the  treasury  at  the  present  time. 

Answer.  On  the  30th  of  September,  1871,  there  were  outstanding  auditor^s  warrants 
to  the  amount  of  $217,622  32.  There  is  also  outstanding  $300,000  of  State  certificates, 
issued  in  1866  or  1867. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  Patton  money? 

Answer.  It  is  what  is  called  State  money ;  they  are  evidences  of  debt ;  they  are  State 
certificates  issued  under  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  1866-'67. 

Question.  How  does  this  compare  with  the  indebtedness  of  the  State  one  year  ago  ? 

Answer.  The  balance  in  the  treasury  on  the  30th  of  September,  1870,  as  shown  by  the 
records  of  the  auditor's  office,  was  $44,325  85.  The  actual  balance  in  the  treasury 
amounted  to  something  over  $53,000,  from  warrants  not  presented  at  the  treasury  for 
payment,  leaving  the  treasurer's  balance  larger  than  the  auditor's.  The  outstanding 
warrants  that  had  not  been  presented  on  the  30th  September,  1870,  were  $9,260  01, 

Question.  The  auditor  is  required  to  make  a  report  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  is  he? 

Answer.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  code  he  is. 

Question.  And  to  keep  a  list  of  the  expenditures  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  also  to  keep  an  account  of  all  the  receipts  into  the  State  treasury. 

Question.  He  Isoows,  therefoie,  how  every  dollar  of  money  is  paid  out  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  money  is  paid  out  on  the  warrant  of  the  auditor  upon  the 
treasurer.  When  claims  are  presented  to  the  auditor,  and  found  correct,  a  warrant  is 
drawn  by  the  auditor  upon  the  treasurer  for  the  amount. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  there  an  appropriation  of  two  or  three  millions  of  bonds  to  what  is 
known  as  the  Staunton  road  in  this  State  ? 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  an  act  of  the  legislature  authorizing  and  directing  the 
governor  to  issue  two  millions  of  State  bonds  for  railroad  purposes  to  the  Alabama  and 
Chattanooga  Railroad. 

Qusstion.  When  was  the  act  passed? 

An8we7\  I  think  at  the  session  of  1869-'70. 

Question.  Is  that  alnount  of  bonds  included  in  your  estimate  ? 

Ansicei\  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  not  ? 

A7mve7\  It  is  considered  as  a  contingent  liability  only  of  the  State,  and  not  included 
in  the  actual  bonded  debt  of  the  State.  It  is  included  in  the  report  of  the  auditor  for 
this  fiscal  year,  among  the  contingent  liabilities  of  the  State,  with  the  indorsed  bonds 
of  that  road  and  others. 

Question.  NevertheleBS,  these  bonds  are  State  bonds,  and  have  been  delivered  out  un- 
der that  act  ? 

Answer.  1  have  never  seen  a  copy  of  the  bonds.    It  is  my  impression  that  they  ate 
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State  bonds,  signed  by  tbe  governor  and  treasurer  of  tbe  State,  I  think,  and  by  eacli  of 
the  trustees  of  the  raih-oad. 

Question,  In  what  sense  can  they  be  called  contingent  liabilities  ?  Did  not  the  act 
make  them  a  donation  to  that  road  on  certain  terms? 

Ansiver.  I  have  not  studied  the  act  very  carefully,  but  my  impression  is,  that  they 
are  to  be  paid  by  the  railroad  company,  and  only  become  a  Sfcate  debt  when  the  rail- 
road company  fails  to  pay,  and  they  are  paid  by  the  government. 

Question.  Has  not  the  railroad  company  actually  failed  to  pay  ? 

Ansiver,  There  is  no  record  in  the  office  of  the  auditor  that  the  company  has  failed  to 
pay  the  interest  on  their  bonds  at  all. 

Question.  How  many  additional  bonds  were  indorsed  by  the  State  for  that  and  other 
railroads  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  the  memorandum  of  that  with  me.  The  laws  requiring  the  in- 
dorsement of  railroad  bonds  do  not  require  the  auditor  to  keep  a  record  of  them  ;  nor 
does  he  know,  except  from  information  received  from  the  governor,  what  bonds  are 
indorsed.  I  have  down  in  the  hands  of  the  State  printer  a  statement  showing  the 
amount  of  bonds  indorsed  for  each  railroad,  which  I  can  get  if  the  committee  desire  it. 

Question.  There  is,  as  I  understand  it,  a  general  law  authorizing  and  requiring  the 
State  to  indorse  bonds  of  any  railroads  commenced  and  put  in  operation,  upon  which 
there  is  a  certain  amount  of  work  done  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  amount  .Avhich  they  indorse — how  much  per  mile  ? 

Answer.  Sixteen  thousand  dollars  per  mile. 

Question.  What  railroads  have  received  the  indorsement  of  the  State  ? 

Answei\  1  cannot  recollect  the  names  of  them  now.    There  are  some  eight  or  ten. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  the  amount  Avhich  has  been  indorsed  for  these 
roads  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  can  get  the  exact  amount  in  a  very  few  minutes,  if  your  commit- 
tee desire  it. 

Question.  Have  any  of  these  railroads  made  default  upon  their  bonds  I 

Answer.  None,  so  far  as  the  auditor  is  informed.  The  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 
road  failed  to  pay  the  interest,  it  is  said,  and  the  amount  necessary  to  pay  the  interest 
has  been  raised  by  the  governor;  so  it  is  reported,  but  that  I  know  nothing  of  except 
from  hearsay. 

Question.  In  that  case  of  contingent  liability,  the  liability  has  already  accrued? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  do  not  know  how  that  would  be  considered.  The  governor  has  not 
drawn  a  cent  from  the  State  treasury  to  pay  interest  on  these  bonds. 

Question.  In  w^hat  way  has  he  provided  for  them  ? 

Ansivet\  I  have  heard  it  said  that  he  had  made  a  temporary  loan  in  New  York,  or 
raised  the  money  there  in  some  manner. 

Question.  Was  he  authorized  by  law  to  do  this  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.    I  have  never  studied  the  law  in  regard  to  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  how  the  State  is  secured  against  any  loss  by  reason  of  these 
bonds,  and  what  kind  of  a  lien  is  provided  upon  the  roads  ? 

Ansiver.  The  State,  I  think,  holds  the  first  mortgage  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 
road  on  the  rolling  stock  and  road-bed,  and  certain  lands  belonging  to  the  road. 

Question.  How  is  it  as  to  these  other  roads  to  which  the  State  has  issued  bonds ;  is 
there  a  similar  lien  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  the  State  has  a  similar  lien  on  all  of  them— a  first  mortgage  on  all 
the  property  of  the  road. 

Question.  Is  this  aid  given  to  unfinished  railroads,  to  enable  them  to  complete  their 
roads  and  to  equip  them  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is.  I  would  like  to  say  there  was  a  loan  made  to  the  Montgomery 
and  Eufaula  Railroad  Company  of  $300,000,  which  was  recorded  in  the  office  of  the 
auditor,  and  signed  by  the  governor,  auditor,  and  treasurer,  as  the  law  requires. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  The  president  of  that  road  has  promptly  paid  the  interest,  has  he  not  ? 
Answer.  I  think  he  has.    I  have  heard  nothing  to  the  contrary. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  the  security  supposed  to  be  ample  to  save  the  State  from  any  eventual 
loss  by  reason  of  her  bonds  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  generally  considered  so.  There  is  a  great  difference  of  opinion 
however,  in  regard  to  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Road.  I  have  heard  quite  a  num 
ber  of  persons,  who  were  familiar  with  the  road,  say  that  the  State  would  not,  in  theii 
opinion,  lose  anything  by  the  indorsement. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  That  road  is  built  entirely,  I  believe  ? 
Answer.  It  is  completed  through. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Has  the  State  any  lien  upon  the  machine-shops,  depots,  and  other  buildings 
erected  at  Chattanooga  ? 

Anstver.  I  understand  the  lien  or  first  mortgage  to  cover  all  the  property  of  the  road 
in  the  States  of  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  Mississippi. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  18, 1871. 
CULLEN  A.  BATTLE  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  General  Battle  was  subpoenaed  by  the  minority  of  the  committee, 
his  examination  will  be  conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Questio7i.  Please  state  where  you  reside. 

Answer.  I  reside  at  Tuskegee,  Macon  County,  Alabama. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there.  General  ? 

Answer.  About  twenty  years,  sir. 

Question.  I  believe  you  were  in  the  confederate  service  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  serve  as  a  general  officer  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  entered  the  confederacy  as  a  private  and  came  out  as  a  major 
general,  and  held  all  positions  intermediate  above  the  grade  of  major.  I  held  no  po- 
sition lower  than  major  ;  I  was  elected  to  that  from  the  ranks. 

Question.  Have  you  resided  constantly  in  Macon  since  the  war  closed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  profession  now  ? 

Answer.  The  i^rofession  of  the  law,  sir  ;  though  for  the  most  part  since  the  war  I 
have  been  engaged  in  planting,  up  to  the  last  year.    I  am  not  planting  now. 

Question.  We  have  had  some  testimony  before  the  committee  as  to  some  disturbances 
in  your  county,  given  by  a  negro  man  who  calls  himself  James  H.  Alston.  He  made  a 
statement  here  that  he  was  fired  upon  and  w^ounded  in  his  house.  Were  there 
any  persons  arrested  for  that  outrage  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Please  state  who  they  were. 

Ansiver.  There  were  five  negroes  arrested — I  think  five.  I  will  try  to  give  you  their 
names.  John  Adams  ;  Joe  Fitzpatrick ;  Richmond  Campbell ;  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Marquis  ;  his  first  name  is  Marquis  ;  his  surname  I  cannot  recall.  I  think  his  name 
is  Marquis  Allen.    The  other  name,  if  there  were  five,  has  entirely  escaped  me. 

Question.  Were  these  men  arrested  upon  affidavit  ? 

Ansioer.  They  were  arrested  upon  the  affidavit  of  Alston. 

Question.  What  was  the  purport  of  the  affidavit  ? 

Ansiver.  The  purport  of  it  was  that  he  had  been  shot,  and  that  he  believed  that  these 
were  the  parties  who  shot  him. 

Question.  Were  those  parties  ever  tried  ? 

Ansiver.  They  had  a  preliminary  trial,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  developed  in  the  preliminary  trial  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  was  developed  in  that  preliminary  trial  that  there  had  been  a 
series  of  political  meetings  held  over  at  a  church  known  as  Zion  church,  near  there ; 
they  were  republicans;  that  there  were  two  factions  of  that  party;  and  that  John 
Adams  was  considered  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  faction  opposed  to  Alston.  They  had 
held  a  meeting  on  the  night  upon  which  this  shooting  occurred,  which  was  represented 
as  being  boisterous  in  its  nature.  The  specific  threats  that  were  stated  to  have  been 
made  I  do  not  remember.  I  just  remember  the  general  characteristics  of  the  meeting. 
It  was  stated  that  after  the  adjournment  of  the  meeting,  I  think  about  half  ,\n  hour 
after  the  adjournment,  and  just  after  Alston  had  gone  home  and  undressed  and  wa« 
going  to  bed,  the  firing  in  which  he  was  wounded  took  place. 

Question.  Was  this  the  only  circumstance  that  tended  to  implicate  these  negroes  in 
the  assault  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  all  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  Was  it  believed  by  the  negroes  especially,  that  these  men  were  guilty  ? 

Ansiver.  By  the  negroes  of  the  community  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Ansiver.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  sir.    I  think  the  sentiment  was  rather  divided, 
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and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  prevailing  opinion  among  the  negroes  was  that 
they  were  not  guilty. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  tumult  among  them  ? 
Anstcer.  Very  great,  sir,  immediately  following. 

Question,  Did  a  large  body  of  negroes  get  together  for  the  purpose  of  taking  ven- 
geance upon  these  negroes  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  a  large  body  of  negroes  assembled,  and  it  was  thought  that  these  ne- 
groes were  in  danger.  It  was  also  thought  that  the  town  itself  was  in  danger,  and 
an  organization  was  effected  for  the  protection  of  the  town.  Would  you  like  to  have 
the  particulars  of  that  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir,  without  further  q[ue8tioning,  if  you  will  give  us  an  account  of  the 
whole  thing. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  this  shooting  took  place  upon  Sunday  night ;  the  date  I  do  not 
remember.  I  heard  of  it  Monday  morning,  I  think  it  was.  I  believe  now  it  was  Sat- 
urday night,  and  that  I  heard  of  it  Sunday  morning.  At  all  events,  soon  after  hear- 
ing of  it  I  went  into  town,  and  the  negroes  continued  to  increase,  and,  such  was  the 
report,  going  over  to  Alston,  and  at  night  it  was  reported  that  they  had  increased  to 
the  number  of  two  or  three  hundred  there.  There  was  an  impromptu  town  meeting 
of  the  citizens  called  at  a  law  office,  and  after  some  considerable  debate  with  regard  to 
the  best  measures  to  be  adopted,  the  committee  resolved  that  General  Battle  be  re- 
quested to  take  such  measureiS  as  may  be  necessary  for  tlie  protection  of  the  town.  That 
was  all  that  the  meeting  did.  I  immediately  organized  a  squad  of,  I  suppose,  about 
forty,  moved  out  and  armed  them.  I  reported  to  the  sheriff  first.  He  approved 
of  the  organization  and  joined  our  party.  I  requested  him  to  take  command  of 
the  party,  but  he  appointed  me  special  deputy  for  the  occasion,  and  went  with  us. 
I  halted  within  about  fifty  or  one  hundred  yards  of  Alston's  house,  where  this  crowd  had 
assembled.  Alston  had  been  shot,  and  the  crowd  had  assembled  around  his  house. 
I  contented  myself  with  simply  establishing  a  patrol  on  the  various  streets  lead- 
ing out  from  that  party,  and  nothing  was  done  that  night  except  the  firing  of  a 
gun  from  one  of  my  picket  posts.  The  next  morning  about  sunrise,  or  between  daylight 
and  sunrise,  I  went  up  a  little  nearer,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  number  of  negroes  and 
their  character  ,*  and  believing  that  I  had  a  very  great  influence  with  Alston,  as  he  had 
once  belonged  to  me,  was  my  drummer  at  the  commencement  of  our  difficulties,  I  went 
up  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  him.  I  went  into  the  house  and  spoke  to  him 
kindly,  pleasantly,  and  he  agreed  that  if  I  would  guarantee  to  him  protection,  his 
friends  might  disperse.  He  said  that  their  object  was  for  his  protection,  and  not  for  the 
destruction  of  the  town.  I  gave  him  my  personal  assurance  that  he  would  be  protected, 
and  requested  him  to  send  off  his  people,  assuring  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  he  did 
not  I  should  certainly  attack  them,  because  I  was  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  sheriff 
and  at  the  request  of  the  citizens.  They  every  one  soon  dispersed.  I  rode  through  the 
crowd  solitary  and  alone.  I  suppose  there  were  over  two  hundred  negroes  there  with 
guns.  They  dispersed,  though,  pretty  soon.  I  then  retired,  came  back  to  town,  and 
after  being  in  town  an  hour  or  so  I  heard  that  there  were  combinations  at  two  or  three 
other  points  in  the  country,  large  combinations  of  negroes.  I  then  got  a  squad  of  about 
twenty  horsemen  and  rode  out  to  these  various  points  and  had  no  difficulty  in  dispers- 
ing them.  We  did  not  fire  a  gun  j  they  retired  upon  being  ordered  to  do  so.  When  I  got 
back  to  town  Governor  Smith  had  arrived.  I  reported  to  him  in  person  immediately. 
He  appointed  me  as  special  aide-de-camp  for  the  occasion,  during  the  continuance  of  these 
difficulties.  I  received  some  orders  from  him.  In  a  very  little  while  after  that  the  Fed- 
eral garrison  arrived.  They  reported  to  the  sheriff,  and  the  sheriff  then  requested  mo 
to  make  such  dispositions  as  1  thought  necessary.  I  communicated  with  the  officers, 
and  got  a  squad  of  Federal  soldiers  and  arrested  those  whom  I  considered  the  ring- 
leaders there,  a-nd  the  thing  quieted  down. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  the  negroes  who  were  arrested  on  the  charge  of  shoot- 
ing Alston  ? 

Afiswer.  They  were  tried  in  a  preliminary  examination.  Two  of  them,  Fitzpatrick 
and  Marquis,  were,  I  think,  discharged.  Joe  Fitzpatrick  I  know  was,  and  I  think  Mar- 
quis was  discharged  on  the  preliminarj'  exammation,  and  the  others  w^er©  bound  over. 

Question.  What  was  the  impression  as  to  their  guilt  or  innocence? 

Answer.  At  the  time,  the  impression  was  pretty  strong  as  to  the  guilt  of  three  of  the 
parlies.  John  Adams,  Richmond  Campbell,  and  a  man  whose  name  I  cannot  recall,  if  there 
were  three.  I  have 'been  under  the  impression  that  there  were  five  in  the  Whole  n«m- 
Der,  but  Marquis  and  Fitzpatrick  were  discharged. 

Question.  Alston  stated  that  a  guard  was  put  over  his  house  by  the  sheriff. 

Ansiver.  1  think  we  left  a  guard  there. 

Question.  He  says  that  he  was  fired  upon  a  second  time  soon  aflerwards. 

Answew  I  know  notiiiog  of  that. 

Question.  You  heard  nothing  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  He  states,  also,  that  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Carlos,  Robert  Johnson 
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General  Gunn,  Mr.  Thomas  Dryer,  Mr.  Campbell,  t)r.  McMullen,  and  Br.  Grigg,  waited 
on  him  aud  ordered  him  out  of  the  county. 

Answer.  I  think,  sir,  that  a  committee,  or  some  of  those  gentlemen,  did  wait  on  him. 
I  do  not  think  they  ordered  him  out  of  the  county.  1  think  they  advised  him  to  leave 
the  county  upon  the  ground  that  they  did  not  consider  him  safe  there.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  they  believed  that  the  difficulty  was  on  the  part  of  the  coloi'ed  people  entirely. 
These  gentlemen  whom  you  have  mentioned,  especially  Mr.  Carlos  and  one  or  two  oth- 
ers, are  remarkable  for  their  kindness  of  heart.  If  you  were  to  pick  out  a  gentleman 
as  an  amiable  man  in  our  community,  you  would  be  very  apt  to  pick  out  Carlos,  and  I 
think  he  felt  that  Alston  was  really  in  danger  from  his  own  color. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  that  any  of  these  gentlemen  apprehended  that  the  white 
people  would  inflict  any  injury  upon  him  ? 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  no  feeling  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not.  I  think  it  was  regarded  as  a  jealousy  among  the  negro  mem- 
bers of  the  republican  party  there. 

Question.  If  there  had  been  any  feeling  of  uneasiness  or  apprehension  that  the  white 
people  would  make  an  attack  upon  him,  would  you  have  known  it  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  would ;  I  think  either  party  would  have  communicated  it  to  me. 

Question.  You  are  acquainted  with  all  these  gentlemen  whose  names  I  have  called? 

Answer.  Intimately,  sir. 

Question.  Your  understanding  from  them  was  that  their  advice  to  him  to  leave  wae 
grounded  entirely  upon  their  apprehension  of  danger  to  him  from  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  understanding,  sir.  I  now  remember,  since  I  have  been  thinking 
over  the  matter,  what  I  understood  was  the  cause  of  the  faction  over  there  at  that 
church.  It  w:ajs  reported  to  us,  and  was  developed  upon  that  trial,  that  there  was  a 
portion  of  the  negroes  there  w^ho  were  in  favor  of  having  white  men  connected  with 
the  League,  and  there  was  a  party  of  them  who  were  opposed  entirely  to  the  presence 
of  white  men  in  the  Leagues  and  meetings.  That,  I  suppose,  wa/S  the  grand  cause  of 
disturbance  between  the  two  factions.    That  was  the  idea  developed. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Thomas  Dry^r  ? 

Answei\  Very  well,  sir. 

Question.  This  man  Alston  stated,  on  examination  here,  that  Thomas  Dryer  sent  word 
by  his  cook  to  him  that  he  should  die — sent  a  threatening  message  to  him. 

Answer.  Of  course  I  cannot  say  anytjaing  about  the  message ;  I  know  nothing  about 
it ;  but  from  the  character  of  Dryer,  I  can  say  that  Dryer  is  not  at  all  a  violent  man. 
He  is  a  remarkably  conservative  man  in  his  feelings  and  sentiments.  Indeed,  you  may 
judge  that  he  is  a  man  of  not  the  slightest  violence  in  political  sentiments  from  the 
fact  that  he  is  the  mercantile  partner  and  associate  of  the  leading  radical  of  our  county, 
Judge  Menifee.    Judge  Menifee  is  the  partner  and  associate  of  Captain  Dryer. 

Question.  Is  Menifee  tte  probate  judge  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  man  stated  that  you,  in  company  with  Judge  Menifee,  called  upon  him 
and  told  him  that  if  he  attempted  to  celebrate  the  fifteenth  amendment  he  would  be  in 
great  danger  there. 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  that  is  not  true.  Indeed,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever  heard  of 
any  celebration,  or  proposed  celebration,  of  the  fifteenth  amendment. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  call  upon  him,  upon  any  account,  with  Judge  Menifee? 

An8ive7\  I  think  it  is  possible  that  Judge  Menifee  was  with  rae  when  I  went  up  to  him 
that  morning  after  thfe  firing  to  request  him  to  order  his  friends  away.  I  know  Judge 
Menifee  was  acting  rather  as  my  staff  officer  during  part  of  these  difficulties.  I  think 
it  is  probable  that  he  went  with  me  on  one  occasion  to  Alston's  house,  but  there  was 
nothing  of  that  kind  said,  because  it  was  just  simply  an  order  for  him  to  have  his 
friends  disperse. 

Question.  He  says  that  after  the  sheriff  put  twelve  men  as  a  guard  and  assured  him 
there  would  be  no  disturbance,  within  ten  minmes  he  was  shot  again. 

Anstver.  There  is  no  truth  in  that ;  there  cannot  be,  or  I  certainly  should  have  heard  it. 

Question.  You  say  this  man  Alston  was  with  you  during  the  war? 

Answer.  Not  during  the  war.  I  bought  him  at  the  time  we  were  organizing  troops. 
I  bought  him  as  my  drummer,  and  he  was  in  my  service  as  a  drummer  ip  the  organiza- 
tion of  troops  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  and\vas  very  much  offended,  I  think,  that  I 
did  not  take  him  to  Virginia.  He  wanted  to  go  out  as  the  drummer  of  a  company  to 
Virginia,  and  I  declined  to  take  him  there. 

Question.  What  is  this  man  Alston's  character? 

Answer.  When  I  knew  him  before  the  war,  when  he  belonged  to  me,  he  was  quite  an 
orderly  negro,  a  good  boot-maker  and  a  valuable  servant.  Since  then  I  have  heatd  of 
his  being  exceedingly  turbulent  and  sometimes — let  me  see  how  I  will  express  that — 
overbearing  in  his  manner  to  his  own  people  and  insolent  in  his  manner  t^^vard  white 
people,  though  that  is  not  his  manner  toward  me.  He  is  uniformly  courteous  to  me, 
aud  has  always  been  so.  ^^  ^  ^  ^T  ^ 
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Question,  How  in  respect  to  his  character  for  truth  smd  veracity  f 

Answer,  I  have  never  heard  it  discussed. 

Question,  You  do  not  know? 

Anstcer,  I  am  not  prepared  to  sdy.  If  you  hring  it  to  the  old  law  rule  as  to  his  gen- 
eral character  in  the  community,  I  cannot  answer,  because  I  do  uot  know  what  his 
ideas  about  the  sanctity  of  an  oath  are.  There  are  many  of  these  people  who  have 
very  loose  id^as  on  that  subject. 

Question,  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  William  Dougherty  f 

Answer,  Very  well,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  his  occupation  ? 

Answer,  He  is  a  lawyer,  sir. 

Question.  Does  he  practice  law  now  ? 

Answ€i\  He  keeps  an  office,  or  has  up  to  a  late  date,  at  Opelika,  He  has  lived  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life  at  Tuskegee,  Macon  County. 

Qnestion,  It  never  has  been  ascertained,  as  I  understood  you,  who  did  the  shocking 
on  that  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never  satisfactorily  ascertained. 

Question.  Mr.  Dougherty,  in  his  testimony,  gave  an  account  of  an  attempt  to  assassin 
nate  him  in  a  swamp  soon  affcer  this  occurrence ;  do  you  know  anything  of  that  ? 

Answer.  I  know  the  report  that  was  in  existence. 

Question.  I  believe  he  stated  that  you  employed  him  to  prosecute  some  whom  he 
suspected  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  I  may  be  mistaken  about  that  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  any  prosecution  was  attempted  at  all. 

Question.  He  stated  here  that  he  went  through  the  woods  one  night  very  secretly  to 
reach  your  house,  and  I  understood  him  to  say  that  he  did  reach  the  house  andem^ 
ployed  you  to  prosecute,  and  that  th^  man  had  found  it  out,  and  disappeared. 

Answei\  I  never  heard  of  it  at  all. 

Question,  You  never  heard  of  his  having  any  such  intentions  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  He  never  told  you  so  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question,  This  man  Smith  fled  the  country  soon  after  that  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  Smith  left  soon  after  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  He  was  a  man  encaged  in  a  livery  stable  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  he  is  not  there  now  and  has  not*  been  for  a  considerable 
length  of  time.  If  you  wish  anything  said  in  regard  to  him  I  will  simply  state  that 
Smith  was  regarded  as  a  remarkably  reckless  man,  and  was  very  reckless ;  that  I  had 
him  put  under  special  guard  during  this  disturbance  to  keep  him  from  doing  mischief. 
His  disposition  appeared  to  be  to  do  mischief,  and  he  cared  very  little  how  he  did  mis- 
chief. He  was  regarded  as  a  naturally  depraved  man — a  very  bad  man.  When  I 
started  out  I  found  that  Smith  was  in  my  party,  and  I  had  him  put  under  special 
charge  of  somebody,  to  keep  him  straight.  He  was  only  there  in  our  community  about 
a  month,  and  he  impressed  everybody  with  the  idea  that  he  was  an  exceedingly  reck- 
less, bad  man.    I  think  he  did  not  care  very  much  whom  he  shot. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  The  impression  sought  to  be  conveyed  by  Mr.  Dougherty  was,  that  his  aS' 
sassination  was  attempted  by  this  man  at  the  instigation  of  others  on  account  of  his 
politics,  on  account  of  his  being  a  republican. 

Answer.  Well,  at  the  time,  immediately  afterwards,  the  impression  prevailed  there 
in  towii  that  Dougherty  shot  himself. 

QueMion,  I  believe  he  stated  that  the  democrats  said  he  was  drunk  and  shot  himself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
ijuestimu  I  think  he  said  that  the  paper  there  made  that  statement  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  remember  what  tne  publication  in  the  paper  was. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  He  stated  distinct^  that  he  had  come  to  Chehaw  and  to  this  place  respond- 
ing to  an  invitation  ou  the  part  of  the  executive  committee  of  the  State,  and  in  consul- 
tation with  them  he  had  devised  plans  for  prosecuting  their  political  campaign,  and 
this  attempt  to  assassinate  him  was  in  order  to  prevent  those  plans  from  beang  cairied 
out.  That  was  his  statement. 
Answer,  I  have  no  idea  that  there  was  any  party  in  it  or  any  concert  of  jOur  friends 
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up  there  or  any  party  influence  that  led  to  that  attack  upon  Dougherty.  I  do  not  see 
how  it  could  be ;  our  people  did  not  know  what  plans  were  devised  down  here.  I 
should  not  think  so. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  the  burning  of  Zion  church  there,  and  the  killing  of  sonae 
negroes  ? 

Ansn^er,  The  church  was  not  burned. 
Question.  An  attack  made  on  the  church  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Give  us  an  account  of  that. 

Ansioer.  D'o  you  desire  a  history  of  the  circumstances? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  that  attack  was  upon  the  night  following  the  republican  meeting 
in  Tuskegee.  There  had  been  a  meeting  of  the  republican  party,  or  it  was  so  stated 
and  commonly  believed,  and  not  denied,  I  believe,  at  Hunnicutt,  for  the  purx^ose  of 
nominating  candidates,  and  they  had  nominated  candidates.  Among  others  they  nom- 
inated Dougherty  as  a  candidate  for  the  legislature.  This  meeting  at  Tuskegee,  it  was 
announced,  was  for  the  purpose  of  ratifying  the  Hunnicutt  meeting.  The  meeting  was 
called  to  order  by  Dougherty,  as  the  chairman  of  the  executive  committee  there ;  he 
made  a  speech.  Mr.  Norris  made  a  speech,  atid  then  Dougherty  requested  all  present 
who  were  not  members  of  the  republican  pa:rty  to  withdraw,  inasmuch  as  the  republi- 
can party  wished  to  transact  some  business  of  their  own.  Nearly  everybody  with- 
drew, except  about  eight  of  us,  Avho  were  there  as  a  special  police.  On  the  occasion  of 
nearly  all  these  meetings  there  is  a  special  police,  and  on  that  occasion  I  chanced  to  be 
one  of  tliem,  and  about  eight  of  us  remained.  Dougherty  then  stated  to  them  that  the 
object  of  the  meeting  was  to  ratify  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  at  Hunnicutt,  and 
that  all  those  in  favor  of  ratifying  that  action  would  say  ''  ay."  No  response  was 
give-n.  He  then  got  up  and  stated  he  supposed  they  must  have  misunderstood  hini ; 
that  he  had  used  the  wrong  word,  the  word  ''  ratify,"  which  he  supposed  they  did  not 
understand,  and  he  said  "  All  who  are  in  favor  of  voting  for  the  ticket  nominated  at 
Hunnicutt,  and  who  are  going  for  it,  rise."  Not  a  soul  rose ;  there  was  a  total  failure. 
Whereupon  Alley,  a  white  man  up  there,  I  think,  put  himself  in  nomination.  At  all 
events,  that  meeting  there  nominated  Alley  and  St.  Clair,  and  did  not  ratify  the  nomina- 
tions made  at  Hunnicutt.  There  was  very  considerable  feeling,  but  it  was  not  necessary 
for  the  i:)olice  to  interfere  at  all.  There  was  very  marked  feeling  manifested  between  the 
friends  of  the  people  from  Hunnicutt  and  the  people  there  at  Tuskegee.  That  night, 
at  the  adjournment  of  that  meeting,  the  shooting  took  place  at  the  Zion  church.  A 
very  general  opinion  prevails  that  it  was  an  attack  by.  the  Hunnicutt  neighborhood 
against  the  town  peo];)le,  who  had  broken  up  their  organization 

Question.  He  says  there  were  two  negroes  killed  and  live  or  six  wounded? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  one  negro  w^as  killed  and  another  mortalty  wounded;  he  die^,  I 
suppose,  withiii  a  week  or  two  ;  and  some  two  or  three  others  w^ere  shot.  The  next 
morning  after  the  occurrence,  the  shooting,  I  went  over  there  in  company  with  twpor 
three  others,  and  saw  John  Butler,  the  minister  over  there,  and  asked  him  if  a^ayiJQf 
his  people  were  able  to  identity  any  of  these  parties.  I  said,  '^Now  Butler  "—I  was 
pretty  active  in  arresting  this  x^arty  some  time  ago  for  violence  here  in  town — ^'  now, 
if  you  are  satisfied  that  any  of  our  people  have  done  this  and  will  x^ut  me  on  the  track 
of  them,  I  will  certainly  catch  them,  if  you  will  give  me  the  slightest  evidence  in  the 
world."  He  said  he  could  not  tell.  I  then  went  to  see  Columbus,  one  of  the  negroes 
who  was  shot ;  I  questioned  him  closely ;  he  w^as  not  able  to  tell  anybody  in  the  jiarty 
at  all.  Columbus's  wife  seemed  to  have  a  better  idea  perhaps  than  almost  any  one 
else.  She  said  she  was  in  her  yard  near  by  when  a  party  of  horsemen  came  up  to  the 
church,  but  she  could  not  identify  any  of  them  at  all  to  know  any  of  them. 

Question.  Were  they  disguised  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I'then  learned.  They  did  not  tell  me  so  then.  I  afterwards  heard 
it  reported  that  some  of  them  were  disguised,  but  I  did  not  hear  it  in  my  first  inter- 
view over  there.  No  one  ever  told  me  there  was  any  one  disguised.  I  remember  ask- 
ing Columbus  the  question  whether  or  not  he ,  did  not  believe  he  Avould  have  recog- 
nized any  man  residing  about  Tuskegee  there  if  he  had  come  in  the  house.  They 
rex^resented  them  as  coming  in  and  firing  in  the  house.  He  said  he  did  not  see  any 
face  he  was  familiar  with  that  night. 

Question.  He  did  not  say  that  they  were  disguised  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  he  did  not. 

Question.  Dougherty  says  there  was  a  mask  and  a  note  picked  up  there. 

Answer.  It  w^as  so  reported  ;  I  never  saw  either. 

Question.  A  note  written  by  a  young  lady  to  two  young  gentlemen  named  Morrison 
and  Burton. 

Answer.  I  heard  it  said.  I  inquired  for  the  note  and  tried  to  see  it,  but  never  found 
it ;  never  saw  it.    I  could  never  get  any  definite  information  in  regard  to  it  at  all. 

Question,  He  also  stated  that  every  colored  church  and  school-house  in  the  county 
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was  burned — not  every  one,  but  lie  mentioned  three,  Warrior's  Stand,  Sweet  Gum 
church,  and  another,  the  name  of  which  I  do  not  remember. 

Answer.  Sweet  Gum  church  was  burned ;  I  do  not  remember  as  to  the  others.  I 
will  state  that  immediately  afterwards  the  white  people  in  its  neighborhood  subscribed 
for  its  rebuilding,  and  the  church  has  been  rebuilt. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  Dr.  W.  J.  Gautier  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  very  well. 

Question.  What  are  his  political  sentiments  ? 

Ansiver.  He  is  a  republican. 

Question.  This  man  Dougherty  said  that  Gautier  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  because, 
he  said,  he  was  afraid  to  vote  the  other  way. 

Answer .  I  do  not  think  Gautier  did  ;  but  I  will  just  state  an  aifair  that  was  regarded 
as  very  amusing  at  the  time,  but  simply  as  amusing.  When  I  was  moving  out  with 
my  squad  of  horsemen,  for  the  jjurpose  of  seeing  these  assemblies  of  men  and  dispers- 
ing them,  Gautier  met  us  and  called  out  to  us,  about  fifty  yards  distant,  ''  I  am  a  dem- 
ocrat, gentlemen  ;"  but  he  did  it  in  a  very  pleasant  way  ;  he  did  not  seem  to  be  in  the 
slightest  degree  intimidated.  Indeed,  he  and  I  are  on  very  social  terms.  He  said,  ''  I 
am  a  democrat,"  but  I  have  never  heard  of  his  voting  the  democratic  ticket. 

Questmi.  Is  it  understood  there  that  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  is  a  very  decided  republican.  I  think  the  only  time  it  has  been 
mentioned  was  on  that  occasion. 

Question.  Does  he  attempt  to  conceal  his  sentiments  ? 

Ansicer.  Not  at  all,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  he  is  under  apprehension,  then  ? 

Answer.  Not  the  slightest.  My  opinion  is  that  he  rather  plumes  himself  upon  the 
fact  that  he  does  not  hesitate  to  avow  his  sentiments. 

Question.  Mr.  Dougherty  said  that  alter  this  Alston  affair  no  republican  felt  safe  at 
all. 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  as  to  that,  but  there  was  no  occasion  why  they  should  not  have 
felt  safe.    Does  he  say  anything  about  his  being  hung  in  effigy  ? 

Question.  Yes,  he  said  he  was  hung  in  effigy,  and  by  this  man  J.  C.  Smith,  whom  he 
suspected  of  the  attempt  upon  his  life. 

The  Witness.  Is  it  proper  that  I  should  say  anything  in  regard  to  Dougherty's  ehar- 
acter  here  ? 

Question.  Certainly,  I  was  going  to  avsk  you  as  to  his  character  in  the  community. 

Ansiver.  I  will  state  this,  that  I  suppose  that  I  treat  Dougherty  with  more  consid- 
eration than  any  other  man  of  my  party  in  our,  section  of  the  country.  His  father  and 
I  were  devoted  friends,  but  he  is  regarded  as  the  worst  man  who  ever  lived  in  our  com- 
munity. Some  time  ago  Dougherty  was  appointed  postmaster.  An  inspector  of  the 
Post-Office  Department  came  to  Tuskegee,  for  the  pur^iose  of  looking  into  the  condi- 
tioii'of  affairs  there,  some  x:)rotest  having  been  made.  He  called  a  meeting  of  the  cit- 
iiejjs,  not  a  general  meeting,  but  a  meeting  of  prominent  citizens,  for  conference,  and 
said; fee  would  not  impose  upon  us  any  man  who  was  personally  objectionable  ;  that  they 
woitld  have  a  republican,  of  course,  but  not  a  man  personally  obnoxious  to  the  people. 
That  conference  consisted  of  myself.  Colonel  Abercrombie,  Dr.  Gautier,  and,  I  think, 
W.  B.  Bowen,  though  I  am  not  absolutely  sure  of  that,  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others. 
Republicans  and  democrats  all  stated  that  they  were  not  willing  for  Dougherty  to  be 
in  the  office,  and  that  they  would  not  be  willing  for  any  valuable  matter  of  theirs  to 
pass  through  that  office  if  he  had  charge  of  it.  Upon  that  representation,  upon  the 
statements  made  in  that  meeting,  his  appointment  was  not  conlirmed,  but  William  B. 
Bowen,  now  the  postmaster,  was  appointed,  and  is  acting. 

Question.  Dougherty  stated  before  the  committee,  in  response  to  a  question  of  mine, 
that  he  had  been  indicted  once  for  murder. 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  had  put  in  the  plea,  as  he  stated,  that  he  had  taken  eight  or  nine 
grains  of  morphine;  that  that  was  his  defense  upon  which  he  was  cleared. 

Ansivei'.  He  was  cleared  upon  the  general  plea  of  insanity,  occasioned  by  excessive 
drink. 

Question.  That  was  the  plea — insanity? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  no  doubt  about  the  murder  ? 

Answer.  No  doubt  at  all,  sir.  He  killed  a  very  inoffensive  young  man  down  there 
with  a  door-bar. 

Question.  Who  was  the  young  man  ? 

Answer.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Davis. 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  attending  the  killing  ? 

Ansiver.  I  can  only  tell  you  by  general  report  what  the  circumstances  were. 

Question.  That  is  admissible,  if  the  report  you  give  is  one  that  you  place  reliance  upon. 

Answer.  Dougherty  and  Davis  were  in  a  room  together,  and  some  very  slight  mat- 
ter of  disagreement  or  altercation  occurred  between  them,j4|^|[|J[^|)^j^^j^^ay8  to  him, 
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<*  Tom,  I  am  going  to  kill  yon ;  damned  if  I  don't  kill  yon.*'  Davis  said,  "  iSTo,  Bill,  you 
must  not  do  that."  Dougherty  says,  ^*  I  will,"  and  he  got  np  and  picked  ilp  the  door- 
bar,  and  knocked  him  in  the  head.  I  wa.s  not  present  at  the  trial,  but  that  is  the 
statement  which  I  have  uniformly  heard. 

Question,  What  were  Davis's  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  a  democrat,  but  I  do  not  think  that  politics  had  anything  to 
do  with  that  killing. 

Question.  What  was  Dougherty's  politics  at  that  time  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  sir. 

Question.  I  think  he  stated  that  he  was  a  republican,  but  that  he  was  very  particular 
not  to  disclose  before  this  trial  what  he  was.  I  would  like  you  to  now  state  your 
knowledge  of  this  man's  character  and  reputation  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives, 
for  truth  and  veracity  ? 

Anstcer.  It  is  bad,  sir. 

Question.  Would  you  believe  him  on  his  oath  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not,  sir,  upon  bis  general  reputation.  I  believe  that  is  the  way  the 
law  question  is  always  put. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QmstUm*  What  are  your  personal  relations  with  Mr.  Dougherty  1 

Answer,  They  have  always  been  kind ;  that  is,  there  has  l^en  no  personal  feeling  out 
between  us  ;  as  I  stated  just  now,  I  meet  him  with,  I  suppose,  more  cordiality  than 
any  man  of  my  party  in  the  county. 

Question.  Is  he  regarded  as  a  very  ultra  party-man  now  ? 

Jwswer.  He  was  regarded  so  np  to  the  time  he  left  our  community.  His  present 
residence  is  Opelika. 

Question.  I  speak  ofr  the  time  when  you  knew  him  in  your  community. 

Answer.  He  was  regarded  as  an  ultra  partisan. 

Qt:estion.  As  such,  did  he  provoke  any  hostile  feeling  from  the  opposite  party  f 

An8wej\  How  do  you  mean  ? 

Question.  I  mean  to  ask  whether  there  was  a  feeling  of  hostility  against  him,  on  the 
part  of  the  members  of  the  democratic  party,  on  account  of  his  ultra  character  ae  a 
republican  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  there  was  ;  that  and  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  his 
political  campaigns.  His  manner  of  canvassing  was  regarded  as  having  in  a  high 
degree  an  incendiary  tendency  to  put  at  war  the  two  classes  in  the  community. 

Question.  He  was"  very  a<5tive  at  the  polls,  was  he  not,  in  distributing  tickets  and 
inducing  as  many  as  possible  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Anstver.  I  think  it  is  highly  probable  that  he  was.  I  do  not  remember  of  having 
seen  him  at  any  election. 

Question.  He  was  deputy  census-taker  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  was. 

Question.  And  deputy  marshal  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  for  that  purpose  ;  specially  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Question.,  You  do  not  doubt  the  fact  that  he  was  hung  in  effigy  in  your  town  of  Tns- 
kegee  ? 

Anstver.  I  think  that  is  true. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  his  statement  under  oath  that  he  was  fired 
upon,  when  returning  from  Tuskegee  to  Montgomery  ? 

A7i8Wer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  he  was  tired  upon.  That  is  my  personal  feeling  in  regard  to 
it,  that  he  was  fired  upon. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  Mr.  Smith,  the  man  that  he  believed  to  be  the  person 
that  fired  upon  him,  left  that  community  shortly  afterward  ? 

An8wei\  He  certainly  left,  but  how  soon  afterward  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Question.  Mr.  Dougherty  is  right,  then,  in  the  main  fact  he  states,  that  Zion  church 
was  fired  into  upon  a  certain  night  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  sfime  night  a  political  meeting  was  held  there  ? 

Anstvei\  Yes,  sir ;  tKe  meeting  was  held  during  the  day,  and  they  were  also  holding 
a  meeting  at  the  time  of  the  firing,  but  the  people  at  Zion  church  represented  that  it 
was  not  a  political  meeting,  but  was  a  church  meeting. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  meeting  of  the  elders  of  the  church  ? 

Answer.  So  they  represented. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  that  is  not  true  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir,  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Question.  Was  not  the  political  meeting  at  an  end,  and  had  not  the  parties  gon^ 
home  ? 

Answer.  For  the  most  part,  I  think  so. 

Question.  Dougherty  himself  was  not  there  t 

Answer,  I  cannot  say,  sir.  r^r^r^i^]r> 
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QtmsHon.  What  ig  your  information  as  to  the  niHaber  who  were  assembled  in  the 
church  at  the  time  this  party  fired  into  it  ? 

Answer,  1  have  no  definite  information.  The  church,  I  s^ppo8e,  would  seat  about  a 
hundred ;  I  do  not  suppose  that  it  would  seat  over  that  j  and  the  idea  I  obtained  was, 
that  it  was  a  pretty  full  meeting  over  there. 

QiwsHon,  Was  it  the  understiSiding  that  the  party  who  fired  upon  the  church  came 
there  upon  horseback  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

(Question,  What  was  the  number  supposed  to  be,  as  ascertained  from  the  tracks  or 
other  means  ? 

Answer,  I  think  I  asked  Columbus^s  wife  her  estimate,  and  I  think  she  was  the  only 
person  I  did  ask.    I  think  she  estimated  it  at  about  twenty. 

Question,  Were  the  tracks  of  the  horses  traced  to  ascertain  in  what  direction  they 
went? 

Anstver,  It  was  reported  that  they  were  traced  up  and  out  in  the  direction  of  that 
Sweet-Gum  church,  to  the  vicinity  of  that  Sweet-Gum  church. 

Question.  What  evidence  is  there  that  the  defeated  Hunnicutt  party  had  anything  to 
do  with  that  outrage  ? 

Answer,  The  only  evidence  I  can  conceive  of  is,  that  they  were  defeated  in  the  first 
place,  their  party  organization  defeated;  the  fact  that  they  came  in  about  that  num- 
ber upon  horseback  up  to  the  meeting,  and  that  the  direction  to  their  home  was  the 
direction  in  which  the  tracks  led  oft*. 

Question.  Sweet-Gum  church  is  a  point  in  what  direction  f 

Anstver.  Between  Tuskegee,  on  the  usual  road  to  Hunnicutt. 

QuesUon.  Was  the  colored  church  or  school-house  at  Sweet-Gum  burned  that  night  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Had  it  been  burned  before,  or  was  it  burned  subsequently  ? 

Anstver,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Qv^tUm.  What  efibrt  was  ever  made,  on  the  part  of  the  community,  to  ascertain  who 
were  the  authors  of  this  crime  ? 

Answer,  The  firing  at  the  church  I 

Quiestum,  Yes,  sir. 

Anstver,  The  only  efibrt  that  I  am  aware  of  was  the  fact  that  individuals,  myself 
among  the  number,  went  over  there  and  attempted  to  find  out,  by  conversation  with  the 
people  there,  who  were  the  parties. 

Question.  You  went  over  to  Hunnicutt  I 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  to  the  church,  where  the  firing  took  place. 

Question.  This  church  was  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Tuskegee f 

Ansvoer,  Yes,  sir ;  right  at  Tuskegee.  We  went  over  there,  and  inquired  among  the 
people  who  worshipped  there,  their  pastor  among  the  rest,  and  requested  them  to  fur^ 
nish  us  any  evidence  they  had,  and  stated  that  we  were  ready  to  follow  out  any  traces 
they  would  put  us  upon. 

Question.  That  was  the  next  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questiwi,  Did  your  conservators  of  the  peace  in  that  county  ever  make  an  earnest, 
diligent  effort  to  ascertain  who  were  the  authors  of  that  crime  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  was  the  same  zeal  manifested  in  learning  who  the  mis- 
creants were,  as  there  would  have  been  if  white  men  and  democrats  had  been  mur- 
dered ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  sir.    The  officers  there  were  all  republicans. 

Question,  1  am  speaking  of  the  community  generally.  I  limit  my  inquiry  to  the  im- 
mediate conservators  of  the  peace. 

Anstver,  I  think  this :  If  a  number  of  white  men  had  been  killed,  the  community 
would  have  been  more  incensed.  I  think  it  is  very  natural  that  such  would  have  been 
the  consequence. 

Question,  Were  not  the  negroes  who  were  killed  that  night  harmless  and  inoffensive 
people  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  There  was  nothing  against  their  eharaeter  t 

Answer,  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question,  Are  the  negroes  in  that  community  generally  republicans  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  they  vote  the  republican  ticket  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  almost  entirely ;  there  are  very  few  exceptions. 

Qmsiion,  i^re  you  aware,  or  were  you  at  the  time,  of  the  existence  of  any  feeling  of 
hostility  against  the  blacks  on  account  of  the  fiact  that  they  thus  unanimously  voted 
the  radical  ticket  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  no  expressions  of  hostility  upon  the  part  of  democrats? 
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Ansive)'.  No,  sir ;  I  think  our  people  have  been  unanimously  disposed  to  conciliate, 
It  would  be  naturally  the  tendency  of  a  county  in  which  the  whites  were  largely  iii 
the  minority.    Our  policy  has  been  conciliation. 

Question.  In  the  hope  of  winning  the  negroes  over  to  your  party  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  it  been  successful,  general  ? 

Answer.  Not  much ;  very  little. 

Question.  Your  party  has  succeeded,  however,  in  that  county,  in  greatly  reducing  the 
number  of  colored  men  who  voted  at  your  elections  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  are  as  many  as  formerly. 

Question.  Do  you  trace  any  connection  between  these  outrages  and  the  fact  of  that 
diminution  of  the  vote  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  is  some  ;  it  may  have  its  effect,  but  I  think  the  principal  reason 
why  the  colored  vote  does  not  realize  what  they  expected  to  realize  is,  because  they 
are  losing  interest  in  the  politics  and  elections  of  the  county. 

Question.  The  reduction  of  thecolored  vote,  in  your  county,' is  numbered  by  hundreds? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  is. 

Question.  If  it  be  true  that  not  only  the  Sweet-Gum  church,  but  two  other  colored 
churches  or  schools  were  burned  in  your  county,  do  you  recognize  in  those  facts  the 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  any  hostility  upon  the  part  of  the  white  people  of  your 
county  to  the  education,  religious  or  otherwise,  of  the  black  race  | 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  cause,  then,  do  you  ascribe  the  fact,  if  it  be  a  fact,  that  these  three 
schools  and  churches  were  burned  ? 

Answer.  Well,  really,  I  am  unable  to  sslj.  You  must  recollect  that  at  the  same  time, 
or  during  the  same  summer,  the  Baptist  female  college  in  Tuskegee  was  burned.  The 
burning  was  not  confined  to  the  churches  or  academies  of  colored  people,  but  the  fi.nest 
collegiate  building  in  East  Alabama  was  burned  at  the  same  time. 

Question.  By  an  incendiary  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  so  supposed. 

Question.  You  have  no  direct  evidence  ? 

Answer.  No  direct  evidence  as  to  the  burning  of  any  one  of  them.  All  I  know  is, 
the  evidence  that  the  Swoet-Gum  church  was  not  burned  by  the  whites  ;  a  strong  rea- 
son to  believe  so  is,  that  they  at  once  proceeded  to  subscribe  and  furnish  means  for  the 
construction  of  another  building. 

Question.  The  entire  means,  or  only  a  part  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  larger  portion. 

Question.  About  how  much  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  tell  you.    I  heard  it  in  general  terms. 

Question.  What  was  the  value  of  the  church  destroyed? 

Answer.  It  was  a  very  old,  inferior,  wooden  building,  about  40  by  60  feet.  I  remem- 
ber that  in  the  Breckinridge  camx>aign,  or  the  Buchanan  campaign,  I  had  a  discussion 
in  that  church  with  General  Gunu  ;  he  and  I  differed  in  politics  in  those  days,  and  I 
then  observed  that  the  old  house  was  a  very  rickety  one.  That  was  several  years  ago. 
The  present  building  I  consider  very  much  superior  to  the  one  which  was  burned.  I 
have  just  heard,  in  general  terms,  that  that  church  has  been  rebuilt  by  the  white  people 
of  that  community ;  indeed,  I  think  I  subscribed  something  to  it  myself. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  case  of  Alston ;  was  not  Alston  a  very  influential 
man  among  his  people  in  Macon  County  ? 

Answer.  So  regarded,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  a  man,  I  think  you  said,  who  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Subsequently  a  musician? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  a  drummer. 

Question.  A  man  of  some  intelligence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  would  be  regarded  as  a  shrewd  man. 

Question.  He  had  been  sent  by  the  people  of  that  county  to  the  legislature,  had  ho 
not? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  attended  some  two  or  three  sessions  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  how  often  he  had  been  here.    I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Was  there  another  colored  member  from  your  county  in  the  legislature  ? 

Answ€f)\  Not  at  the  time  Alston  was  there. 

Question.  Was  there  subsequent  to  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;'  St.  Clair  is  the  present  colored  member  from  Macon. 

Question.  Was  there  not  hostility  felt  on  the  part  of  the  democrats  of  that  county 
against  Alston  on  account  of  his  known  influence  with  his  own  people,  and  the  manner 
in  which  he  exerted  it  ?    Was  there  a  bad  feeling  against  him  ? 

A7isiver.  I  think  there  was  a  bad  feeling  against  Alston,  both  among  some  of  the 
white  democrats  and  a  very  considerable  number  of  his  own  people. 
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Queeiion.  I  think  you  said  he  came  to  be  insolent  to  the  whites  and  overbearing  to 
his  own  people  ? 

Ansicer.  So  it  was  said.  I  have  heard  that  character  ascribed  to  him.  As  I  stated 
before,  to  me  he  has  uniformly  been  courteous. 

Question.  If  that  be  a  fact,  did  it  provoke  unfriendly  feeling  toward  him  f 

Anstver.  I  think  that  was  the  ground  that  led  this  committee  to  advise  him  to  leave; 
that  he  had  provoked  both  whites  and  blacks. 

Question.  Did  he  take  their  advice  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  He  has  not  been  there  since.  I  think  they  assured  him 
that  if  he  would  agree  to  leave,  they  would  give  him  a  safe-conduct  to  the  depot.  I 
think  he  agreed  to  that,  but  aftenvard  left  clandestinely.  I  think  he  has  been  back 
there  since. 

Question.  Did  you  examine  the  house  in  which  he  lived  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
shots  that  were  fired  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qiiesiion.  How  numerous  did  they  seem  to  be  ? 

Answer.  I  just  made  a  general  estimate.  I  did  not  count  the  shots.  I  remember  that 
it  impressed  me  as  appearing  to  have  been  fired  by  about  four  shot-guns.  You  know 
the  usual  number  of  buck-shot  which  a  shot-gun  contains  is  about  twelve  to  fifteen,  or 
sometimes  more.  Just  looking  at  the  house,  my  inference  was  that  about  four  shotr 
guns  had  been  fired. 

Question.  How  was  he  wounded  ? 

Answer.  He  was  shot  in  the  shoulder,  I  think,  sir,  and  in  the  heel,  I  understood,  I 
did  not  examine  his  wound  at  all. 

Question.  Was  his  wife  likewise  hit  ? 

Answer.  His  wife  was  shot  in  the  foot.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  was  shot  in 
the  foot  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  evidence  of  the  shot  on  the  head-board  and  the  foot-board  of 
the  bed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  there  were  some  two  or  three  shots  in  the  head-board. 
There  seemed  to  be  an  evident  determination  to  kill  him  by  those  who  did  the  shoot- 
ing.   I  think  there  was  a  desire  to  kill  him. 

Ql^ttestion.  Has  it  ever  been  ascertained  whether  the  men  who  made  this  attempt  were 
white  or  black  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  ever  has. 

Question.  Did  the  tracks  show  next  morning  whether  they  came  on  foot  or  on  horse- 
back? 

Answer.  I  think  I  now  remember  to  have  heard  it  stated  that  there  were  tracks  of  a 
person  on  foot,  and  leading  off  across  a  little  cotton-patch  immediately  in  front  of 
Alston's  house.  That  is  the  only  allusion  to  tracks  I  remember  to  have  heard.  One 
person  crossed  a  little  cotton-patch. 

Question.  About  what  time  was  this  occurrence  ?  Was  it  during  the  pendency  of  the 
canvass  in  1870  ? 

Answer.  I  expect  it  was.  It  was  during  the  pendency  of  some  canvass,  and  it  was 
about  that  time. 

Questian.  Did  not  his  friends  regard  it  as  a  political  attack  ? 

Answer,  1  should  think  that  they  did  not,  at  first,  from  the  fact  that  these  men  were 
arrested  upon  his  own  affidavit.  I  think  that  eventually  the  feeling  got  to  be  that  it 
was  political. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 
Question.  Did  you  state  that  these  men  were  arrested  on  Alston's  own  affidavit  I 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  on  Alston's  own  affidavit. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  were  proceeding  to  state  what  the  sober  second  thought  of  the  people 
was. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  to  sober  thought,  but  I  think  that  there  was  among  Al- 
ston's friends  a  very  general  disposition  to  lay  it  to  the  charge  of  the*  white  people. 

Question.  The  democrats  ? 

Answer.  Yes^  sir;  though  the  community  never  recognized  the  justice  of  that 
charge. 

Question.  You  speak  of  two  men  having  been  discharged  upon  the  preliminary  ex- 
amination ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  air. 

Question.  And  three  recognized  to  appear  at  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  there  were;  but  I  cannot  recollect  the  names. 

Question.  Were  you  attorney  upon  either  side  ? 

Answer.  I  was  attorney  for  Fitzpatrick.    I  know  I  got  my  man  off. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  became  the  bail  of  the  men  who  were  admitted  to  bail  ? 
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Answer.  I  think  Jesse  Adams  was  bail  of  John  Adams.  I  am  very  sure  he  was,  for 
he  was  his  blacksmith. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Johnson  bail? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Adams  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  Johnson  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Eobert  Johnson  is  a  democrat. 

Question.  Is  he  a  leading  democrat  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  he  is  not  prominent  at  all  in  politics.     He  is  a  very  quiet  man. 

Question.  Have  these  men  thus  admitted  to  bail  ever  been  brought  to  trial? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  say  ,•  I  do  not  think  they  have. 

Question.  This  occurred  last  fall,  some  time  ? 

Afiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  have  been  indicted  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  they  have. 

Question.  Have  they  been  discharged,  or  are  their  recognizances  still  operative  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  say.  I  was  not  counsel  for  those  retained,  and  I  have  not  given  it 
especial  attention. 

Question.  Did  the  whites  take  much  interest  in  discovering  who  these  men  were  who 
attempted  to  murder  Alston  ? 

Answer.  A  very  great  interest  at  the  time. 

Question.  Was  general  sympathy  felt  for  him  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  very  great,  and,  I  may  say,  universal  feeling  of  condemnation 
of  the  act,  and  every  sympathy  for  Alston,  and  very  great  sympathy  for  Alston's 
wife.    Alston's  wife  was  very  much  regarded  there  by  some  of  our  people. 

()itesfio?h  Was  she  a  mulatto  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  His  father-in-law  and  mother-in-law  were  people  very  much  liked 
by  quite  a  number  of  white  people  in  our  community,  and  the  sympathy  for^her  was 
very  marked,  more  so  than  for  Alston  himself. 

Question.  In  this  case  of  the  attempt  to  murder  Alston,  and  in  that  case  of  the  mur- 
der at  Z ion's  church,  if  the  men  who  thus  were  murdered,  or  attempted  to  be  mur- 
dered, had  been  white  men  of  good  standing  in  the  community,  do  you  not  think  that 
a  persevering  effort  on  the  part  of  the  whole  community  to  ferret  out  the  authors  would 
have  been  successful  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  w^hether  it  would  have  been  successful.  I  think  it  would  have 
been  persistent. 

Question.  As  it  is,  has  not  all  interest  in  those  crimes  disappeared  ? 

Answer.  For  the  most  j)art,  it  has  subsided. 

Question.  Does  that  result  from  a  feeling  of  indifference  toward  the  negro,  either 
on  account  of  his  natural  inferiority  or  because  of  his  sympathy  with  the  radical 
party  ? 

Answer.  I  think  this :  that  if,  as  I  said  before,  they  had  been  prominent  white  people, 
the  interest  of  the  white  people  would  have  been  continued,  and  persistent  efforts 
would  have  been  made  to  bring  the  offenders  to  justice.  I  think  that  time  has  neces- 
sarily modified  the  feeling  as  it  is,  and  that  their  immediate  friends  have  taken  no 
steps  to  bring  the  matter  forward,  and  it  has  quietly  subsided.  These  men,  of  course, 
taking  a  position  up  there  of  quasi  hostility  toward  the  whites,  the  mass  of  the  com- 
munity do  not  feel  themselves  to  be  the  special  custodians  of  them,  you  know ;  inas- 
much as  their  own  people  have  not  pressed  this  matter  and  brought  it  forward,  it  has 
been  permitted  quietly  to  die  out.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  in  the  world  that 
the  negro  would  have  got  ]3erfect  and  complete  justice  at  the  hands  of  our  people  if 
the  matter  was  brought  up  ;  but,  as  a  matter  of  course,  take  a  prominent  member  of 
any  community,  and  his  killing  will  have  more  effect  than  the  killing  of  a  person  of 
less  i)rominence. 

Question.  Suppose  a  civil  contest  existed  between  such  a  man  as  Alston,  a  black 
man,  a  ]jrominent  republican,  a  man  who  had  made  himself  offensive  to  the  democrats 
by  reason  of  his  activity  and  zeal  and  influence,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  white  man 
of  good  standing  in  the  community.  I  desire  to  know  whether  in  your  opinion  there 
would  be  in  a  jury  trial  any  discrimination  against  the  black  man,  on  account  of  hia 
color  and  radical  proclivities  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  there  would.  I  think  that  was  evinced  about  two  weeks 
ago,  in  the  trial  of  a  negro  upon  a  charge  of  rape  upon  a  little  white  girl.  I  never 
saw  in  my  life  a  fairer  trial.  General  Clantou  and  myself  defended  that  .negro,  and 
brought  to  bear  every  particle  of  evidence  we  could  find  tending  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree to  mitigate  his  crime. 

Question.  Was  the  jury  composed  exclusively  of  democrats? 

Answer.  Iconnotsayj  I  reckon  not.  It  was  composed  entirely  of  white  men.  We 
never  have  had  a  colored  jury  in  Macon  County. 

Question.  General  Clanton  was  a  very  prominent  democrat,  was  he  not  ? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  may  be  fairly  presumed,  I  siippose,tbat  the  influence  of  General  Clanton 
and  yourself  had  something  to  do  with  producing  the  result  ? 

Ansicer.  We  did  all  we  could  to  get  him  a  fair  trial.  The  facts  were  very  strong 
against  him,  and  he  was  convicted.  I  have  never  seen  a  trial  there  in  which  I  did  riot 
think  they  did  perfect  and  complete  justice. 

Question,  Do  you  thinlc  there  would  he  the  same  strict,    severe,  impartial  justice 

in  favor  of  that  ciass  of  white  men  in  the  community  generally  called  scalawags  ? 

A7iS'weA  I  think  at  the  court-house  there  would  be.    I  think  that  in  the   court-house 

the  terms  of  equality  are  complete.    There  are  some  distinctions  in  social  life,  but  I 

have  never  seen  it  exhibited  in  the  court-house. 

Question.  You  have  heard,  I  suppose,  of  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  various  parts  of 
Alabama  ? 

Ans'wer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  in  your  part  of  the  Btate  ? 

Answer.  Not  unless  these  were  Ku-Klux  outrages.  I  have  never  known  of  the  ex- 
istence of  any  Ku-Klux  organization  in  Alabama.  I  do  not  believe  any  Ku-Klux  or- 
ganization ever  existed  in  East  Alabama,  because  I  do  not  think  it  could  or  would 
have  existed  without  my  knowing  it. 

Question.  My  point  of  inquiry  is,  whether  you  ever  knew  a  reputed  Ku-Klux  brought 
to  trial  and  judgment  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  a  reputed  Ku-Klux,  never  saw  a  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  The  general  impression  of  the  democratic  party  is ,  that  that  organization 
is  a  myth  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  our  part  of  the  State  I  have  no  question  that  it  is  a  myth. 
Speaking  of  Ku-Klux,  I  do  not  know  a  solitary  man  in  East  Alabama  whom  I  know  of 
anybody  suspecting  of  being  a  Ku-Klux — not  a  man. 

Question.  You  are  not  informed  of  the  existence  of  any  organized  bands  riding  about 
the  country  after  night  in  disguise  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all. 

Question.  You  have  not  heard  of  any  such  in  Eastern  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  Not  any.  I  have  heard  a  rumor  of  it  in  Western  Alabama.  I  do  not  re- 
member the  exact  locality. 

Question.  It  was  a  mere  rumor  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  read  the  democratic  papers  principally  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  try  to  read  them  all. 

Question.  You  do  not  read  any  account  in  the  democratic  papers  of  Ku-Klux 
operations  ? 

A7i8wer.  I  sometimes  see  a  rumor  of  Ku-Klux  operations  in  them.  There  is  one  point 
I  have  been  considering  about  Dougherty.  While  I  regard  him  as  a  very  depraved 
man,  I  have  been  questioning  in  my  mind  whether  or  not,  under  the  sanctities  of  an 
oath,  he  would  deliberately  swear  falsely,  and  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  would. 
His  reputation  is  bad,  but  if  you  ask  my  individual  opinion, (because  I  know  there  are 
some  good  traits  in  Dougherty,)  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  would  deliberately, 
under  the  sanctities  of  an  oath,  swear  falsely,  although  I  disagree  with  him,  in 
some  statements  that  he  has  made,  totally.    His  reputation,  however^  is  very  bad. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  The  bad  reputation  of  which  you  speak  comes  in  part  from  his  intem- 
perance ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  am  going  to  qualify  that  too.  I  do  not  know  as  his  rep- 
utation affects  his  veracity  so  much  as  it  does  other  qualities.  He  is  regarded  as  a 
man  of  very  little  moral  sense,  very  little  true  estimate  of  the  proprieties  of  life.  He 
is  regarded  as  a  very  wicked  man,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  has  gone  to 
that  step.  I  think  a  man  has  to  go  very  far  to  reach  that  step  where  1  would  say  that 
I  would  not  believe  him  upon  his  oath. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  some  ringleaders,  who  were  arrested.  ^  did  not  fully  under- 
stand you  in  regard  to  that.  Did  you  have  reference  to  the  leaders  of  the  colored  men 
— the  three  or  four  hundred  colored  men  who  assembled? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  men  who  had  been  prominent  in  that  affair. 

Question.  How  many  were  arrested  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Let  me  count  them  up.    I  suppose  I  had  arrested  about  six. 

Question,  What  was  done  with  them  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  anything  was  done  much.  I  recollect  one  was  named  Amos 
Phiipot,  another  was  named  Cook,  another  Walker.  Philpot  and  Cook  said  if  they  were 
not  prosecuted  they  would  leave,  and  I  think  they  voluntarily  left  the  community. 

Question.  They  are  not  living  in  Macon  now  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  are.  I  tliink  it  was  left  optional  with-^them  y^ether 
they  would  be  prosecuted  or  voluntarily  leave,  and  they  leftriostea  oy  >^jOOQIC 
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Question,  You  think  some  of  the  colored  people  came  up  from  Hiinnicutt  to  Tnske- 
gee  to  the  ratification  meeting  there  ? 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  attended  the  meeting  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  pretty  sure  they  did. 

Question.  Would  it  not  have  been  quite  natural  for  the  Hunnicutt  ]_3eople,  if  in  the 
meeting,  to  have  expressed  their  preference  for  the  Hunnicutt  nominees  v^hen  the  op- 
portunity v^as  given  for  them  to  get  up  or  stand  up  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  would  seem  so.  I  was  surprised,  but  it  seemed  that  Alston  got 
control  of  the  meeting  at  Tuskegee  by  some  means^  and  the  colored  people  seemed  to 
vote  en  masse  that  day,  as  Alston  indicated.  They  seemed  to  be  afraid.  I  think 
Dougherty  was  president  of  the  meeting,  and  they  seemed  to  be  afraid  of  the  influ- 
ence of  the  white  members  of  the  party,  for  awhile,  but  eventually  Alley  seemed  to 
get  control  of  the  chair,  Alley  and  Alston,  and  they  nominated  Alley  and  St.  Clair. 

Question.  Alley,  who  was  afterward  nominated,  was  a  white  man  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then,  do  you  think  these  people  who  came  from  Hunnicutt  to  revenge 
themselves  went  to  Alston's  house? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  fchat  was  not  the  night,*  they  went  to  the  church.  lam  merely 
speaking  of  a  popular  opinion.  I  have  not  given  my  opinion  ;  indeed,  I  was  utterly 
unable  to  form  an  opinion.  I  went  over  there  witb  the  deliberate  determination  of 
forming  an  opinion,  and  if  I  found  any  of  our  people,  to  prosecute  them  as  vigorously 
as  the  other  party,  but  I  got  upon  no  track  whatever,  and  have  never  been  able  to  get 
on  a  track. 

Question.  Did  you  never  hear  reported  in  the  community  that  there  were  some  white 
men  identified  in  either  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  attacking  parties — I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  the  time  of  the  attack  on  Alston  or  the  time  of  the  attack  on  the 
church? 

Answer.  It  was  the  attack  on  tlie  church,  but  those  that  I  questioned  were  unable  to 
give  me  any  information  at  all. 

Question.  You  had  heard  some  report  of  that  kind  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  that  they  had  said  so,  but  not  that  they  identified  anybody.  I  did 
not  know  who  they  were  that  they  had  recognized  parties.  When  I  called  upon  Butler 
to  assist,  that  I  might  prosecute  them,  which  I  should  have  done,  he  was  unable  to 
give  me  any  names. 

Question.  How  is  Mr.  Butler  regarded  there  as  to  truth. and  veracity? 

Answer.  Butler  is  regarded  variously.  In  all  communities  there  are  a  few  individu- 
als who  never  regard  with  favor  their  opponents,  but  I  think  that,  with  the  majority 
of  the  community,  Butler  is  regarded  as  a  good  man. 

Question.  He  has  been  there  a  long  time? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  minister  that  attends  to  his  own  business.  Although  he  is 
regarded  as  considerable  of  a  x^artisan,  he  is  not  regarded  as  so  offensive  as  some  others. 

Question.  W.  B.  Bo  wen,  of  whom  you  have  spoken,  is  he  called  Colonel  Bowen? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.    He  is  th«  only  man  of  that  name  in  the  county. 

Question,  The  present  postmaster  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  the  same  man  who  was  hung  in  effigy  at  the  time  Dougherty  was  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  Bowen  a  man  of  pretty  good  character  ? 

Answer.  1  think  a  great  deal  of  Bowen  myself,  and  he  has  some  very  warm  friends 
in  our  party.  Bowen  had  an  appointment  on  my  staff  at  one  time.  Of  course  these 
intimacies  once  created  are  not  easily  disturbed,  and  I  am  one  of  Bowen's  best  friends. 

Question.  Was  it  a  simple  difference  of  political  opinions  that  caused  the  burning  in 
effigy? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  He  was  hung  in  effigy.  I  do  not  think  there  were  more  than 
half  a  dozen  men  engaged  in  that  affair.    I  cannot  think  there  were  half  a  dozen. 

Question.  You  think,  because  of  his  political  sentiments,  that  he  was  obnoxious  to 
half  a  dozen  at  least  ? 

Ansiver.  He  was  obnoxious  to  all,  but  there  were  not  exceeding  half  a  dozen,  I  think, 
in  that.  It  was  universally  condemned,  and  Bowen  felt  that  he  was  personally  in 
danger  after  this  affair.  As  soon  as  I  found  that  was  his  feeling,  I  went  to  him,  and 
Dr.  Thornton  did,  and  we  told  him  that,  if  he  felt  any  hesitancy  about  coming  down 
town,  we  would  be  his  escort ;  and  we  laughed  over  the  matter,  and  he  has  been  going 
about  since. 

Question.  With  the  exception  of  these  occurrences,  has  your  portion  of  the  State  been 
quiet? 

Answer.  Very  quiet,  as  far  as  I  know  and  as  far  as  I  am  advised. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  conduct  of  the  colored  people  at  the  present  time  ? 

Answer.  It  is  very  good,  I  think. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  were  asked  by  Senator  Pratt  whether,  if  a  white  person  of  good  char- 
acter and  standing  had  been  served  in  this  way,  there  wonld  not  have  been  a  more 
vigorous  and  persistent  effort  to  ferret  out  the  criminals.  Is  not  that  the  case  every- 
where? 

Answer.  Everywhere,  in  consequence  of  the  social  status  of  the  parties,  not  from  the 
difference  in  political  opinion. 

Question.  Is  it  not  so  in  the  Northern  States?  Do  they  not  seek  to  convict  men  for 
crimes  committed  against  men  of  good  standing  more  vigorously  than  in  a  case  of  men 
of  low  character  ? 

Answer.  1  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  you  that  you  do  not  think  Tuskegee  is  an  exception  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  I  think  that  is  a  natural  result  of  the  constitution  of  society  every- 
where. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  18, 1871. 
CJESAR  SHORTER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  is  called  by  the  minority,  his  examination  will  be 
conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Csesar,  do  you  live  in  this  town? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion.  How  long  have  you  lived  here  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  living  here  even  since  the  surrender,  or  emancipation,  as  we 
call  it. 

Question.  Csesar,  do  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Ansijuer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  threatened  by  people  of  your  color  for  exercising  your 
own  choice  in  that  matter  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  has  ever  been  said  or  done  to  you  by  people  of  your  color  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  been  stopped  right  here  on  the  street,  and  caught  hold  of  by 
the  coat.  A  colored  man  come  up  to  me  one  morning  and  asked  me  if  I  was  a  con- 
servative. I  told  him,  *^  Yes."  I  didn't  know  him.  He  grabbed  me  by  the  coat  and 
said,  **  God  damn  you,  I  have  a  mind  to  stamp  your  life  out."  I  jerked  away  and  run 
my  hand  in  my  pocket,  and  said,  "I  don't  want  to  raise  no  fuss  f  and  1  took  a  second 
thought,  and  weiit  to  the  marshal,  and  had  him  arrested.  Then  I  was  attacked  in  the 
telegraph  officeby  the  crowd  one  day.  A  gentleman,  now  that  is  dead — General  James 
Clanton — came  up  at  that  time  and  defended  me.  Another  difficulty  was,  and  I 
couldn't  begin  to  tell  the  time  when,  that  I  was  on  business,  and  passing  a  crowd, 
there  would  be  some  remarks  made  like  this:  "There  goes  a  damned  rascal,"  but  I 
wouldn't  notice  them.    I  couldn't  keep  up  with  everything  said. 

Question.  You  have  been  frequently  threatened,  then,  with  violence,  as  I  understand 
you,  by  people  of  your  own  color,  because  you  were  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  that's  the  only  objection  they  have  to  me.  They  would  like  me  very 
well,  they  say,  with  the  exception  of  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  some  other  men  of  your  color  who  would  vote  the  democratic 
ticket  except  for  the  feeling  which  the  people  of  their  color  generally  have  against 
them? 

Answei*.  There  is. 

Qnesiim.  Do  you  believe  that  many  persons  of  your  color,  or  a  number  of  them,  would 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  except  for  the  violence  and  threats  of  other  persons  of  their 
own  color? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir.  I  have  talked  with  a  good  many  colored  men  here  in 
town,  and  they  seem  to  talk  sometimes  as  if  they  were  in* favor  of  that,  but  they  seem 
afraid  of  their  own  color.  They  said  to  me  they  would  be  afraid  to  take  the  persecu- 
tions I  had  taken. 

Question.  Has  any  violence  ever  been  used  to  you  by  them  ? 

Anmer.  No,  sir.  The  nearest  was,  there  was  speaking  out  here  once  at  the  hallj  and 
a  man  from  Tennessee  or  Huntsville,  or  somewhere — ^Williams — was  there,  and  after 
the  speaking  at  night  they  were  about  to  kick  up  a  row,  and  all  got  in  a  crowd 
together — the  soldiers  were  here  at  the  time—and  I  got  struck,  but  I  don't  know  who 
strUjCk  me  j  it  was  in  the  night. 

Question.  Were  you  at  the  meeting  ? 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Democratic  meeting  ? 
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Answm\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  theie  was  a  riot  raised  there,  and  you  were  struck  ? 
ATiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  made  the  disturbance  I 

Ansiver.  One  of  these  colored  men.  I  staid  at  home  four  months  on  account  of  mobs 
at  night  j  afraid  to  go  to  church  on  that  account — afraid  of  my  people. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question^  Do  you  live  in  the  city  or  county  ? 

Answer.  I  bought  a  little  place  a  year  ago  just  beyond  Perry  street. 

Question.  Where  have  you  been  living  for  two  or  three  years  ? 

Ansiver.  In  the  city. 

Question.  Were  you  a  body-servant  before  tbe  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  of  Governor  John  Gill  Shorter,  who  lived  in  Barbour  County. 

Question.  That  is  where  you  learned  your  democracy — from  Governor  Shorter  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  not  the  place.  I  thought  T  was  a  republican  when  the 
ballot  was  given  to  the  colored  people. 

Question.  You  thought  you  were  a  republican  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  wsir. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  continue  in  that  faith  ? 

Ansiver.  About  four  months. 

Question.  Do  you  read  and  write  ? 

Answer.  I  can  read  a  little — just  learning  to  read. 

Question.  What  converted  you  to  the  democracy  ? 

Answer.  When  I  was  defeated  in  my  expectation  in  getting  into  the  secret  organiza- 
tion— the  s^jcret  society.    I  was  defeated  in  that — ^in  the  expectation  I  went  in  with. 

Question.  What  secret  organization  did  you  go  into  ? 

Answer,  The  Union  League, 

Question.  You  became  a  memb"er  of  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  expect  to  become  an  officer  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  no  ambitious  designs  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  didn't  want  any. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  stay  in  the  League  ? 

Answer.  Four  months. 

Question.  Did  you  join  as  soon  as  you  became  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  because  soon  after  emancipation  we  all  were  republicans ;  but  the 
Union  League  had  started,  and  I  was  staying  in  the  telegraph  office,  and  friends  came 
to  me  and  advised  me  that  it  was  a  very  good  thing  for  colored  men  to  go  into,  but  he 
wouldn't  tell  me  what  it  was.  I  thought — so  many  of  them  kept  coming  that  I  knew — 
at  the  time  that  the  heart  of  the  colored  man  and  white  man  was  sort  o'  entangled. 
I  knowed  the  colored  man's  mind  was  in  enmity  to  the  white  race ;  I  thought  it  would' 
be  good  to  go  and  join,  and  get  some  instruction  how  to  meet  the  white  race  in  friend- 
liness. We  all  were  living  here  together,  but  I  was  defeated  there  ;  it  was  not  that 
way.    They  said  our  old  master  was  our  enemy,  and  wanted  to  make  slaves  of  us» 

Question.  Who  said  that  ? 

Answer.  John  G.  Keffer. 

Question.  Your  constitution  did  not  say  that  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  about  that,  but  our  teacher,  addressing  us,  said  that,  anda^t 
the  time  he  spoke  that  I  knew  the  best  friend  I  had  was  John  Gill  Shorter,  and  I  looked 
around  to  see  some  friends  and  whispered  to  some  friend — I  was  afraid  to  talk  much — 
I  whispered,  '^  This  is  not  the  place,  I  think,  for  a  colored  man."  They  said,  '^  You  are 
scared."  I  said,  ^'No.  I  think  this  thing  is  going  to  do  harm."  They  said,  "What 
makes  you  think  so  ?  "  I  says,  "  We  have  got  to  live  with  the  white  folks,  and  we  will 
have  to  take  up  with  strangers,  and  I  will  not  go  back  on  my  old  boss,  and  this  Won't 
do."    I  went  over  to  Eufaula  and  saw  master  John,  and  had  a  long  talk  with  him. 

Question.  Was  he  a  good  democrat  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  told  him  I  wanted  him  to  give  me  some  advice ;  that  we  all  were 
free,  and  I  wanted  to  know  now  what  was  the  best  otep  for  the  colored  men  in  this 
country  to  get  along  with  the  white  peoi)le. 

Question.  What  did  he  tell  y^u  ? 

Answer.  He  says,  "  I  have  got  two  planta-tions  running — one  with  my  hired  men,  and  the 
)ther  wgrking  on  shares — and  on  the  plantation  working  on  shares,  the  middle  of  the 
rear,  before  the -crop  is  gathered,  if  we  get  triangled  I  will  lose  money,  and  the  others  will, 
!00 ;  but  if  we  don't,  we  will  all  make  money.  All  you  colored  people  are  living  here 
vith  the  ^ite  race ;  you  make  your  living  out  of  them,  and  you  ought  to  keep  friends 
^ith  them.  There  may  be  many  people  coming  down  here  to  get  office  j"  and  he  re- 
lerred  me  to  the  Know-Nothing  Society.  He  says,  "You  will  not  say  anything  to  any- 
lody  now  about  such  things.".  I  didn't  tell  him  I  belonged  to  the  Union  League.  He 
oS  A'  Hostea  Dy '^^jv_/v^'^i\^ 
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says,  "  Go  on  and  dictate  that  for  yourself,  and  vote  for  the  best  man.  Dictate  it  for 
yourself.  The  law*  calls  upon  you  to  attend  to  your  family  as  much  as  me  to  mine." 
I  came  down  and  whispered  to  some  of  the  best  friends  I  had  around  here  that  I  waar 
done  with  the  Union  League.  They  asked  me  why.  I  told  them  it  was  not  the  place 
for  the  colored  man ;  that  I  had  done  taken  my  decided  stand,  and  would  stand  with 
the  southern  man ;  that  I  had  to  make  my  living,  and  I  was  going  to  stay  with  hiuL 
He  says,  "  You  can't  quit  the  Union  League."  I  asked  why.  He  says,  *'  You  have  taken 
the  oath."  I  says,  "  I  am  a  free  man."  He  says,  "You  have  got  to  go  down  there."  I 
said  I  wouldn't  go.  Two  of  them  came  to  me ;  they  said  they  came  after  me,  aud  they 
were  goiug  to  bring  me.  I  said,  "  If  you  will  open  the  door  and  let  me  bring  ten  of 
my  white  friends  in  I  will  go,  and  I  will  tell  my  reasons."  They  wouldn't  do  that. 
They  said,  "  Come ;  we  will  get  you  an  office."  I  said,  "  I  don't  want  nothing  about 
that."  They  said,  "  The  street  may  come  on  your  children  if  you  keep  on  tliat  way."  I 
said,  "  I  will  have  to  bear  it."  They  said,  '^  Will  you  give  us  your  oath  that  you  will 
not  say  anything  against  the  Union  League  f  I  said,  "I  will  do  this  :  If  they  don't 
interfere  with  me,  I  won't  interfere  with  them ;  but  if  a  friend  comes  asking  my  advice, 
I  would  advise  him  like  a  brother  to  keep  out  of  it ;  that's  all."  They  said,  "That 
will  not  do."  I  said,  "  It  will  do.  I'll  not  tell  a  lie ;  and  I'll  tell  them  to  keep  out ;  I'll 
not  expose  it,  though,  in  any  other  way  but  to  tell  men  to  keep  out."  Then  they  all 
got  mad  with  me.    I  was  the  first  colored  man  ever  come  out  in  public  against  them. 

Question,  How  many  were  there  in  that  colored  League  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know ;  there  was  a  great  many. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  how  many  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  read  its  constitution,  or  hear  it  read? 

Answer.  1  heard  it  a  good  deal,  but  somehow  since  I  quit  I  let  it  all  pass  off.  I  never 
bothered  much  about  it. 

Question.  There  was  nothing  in  the  constitution  of  the  Union  League  that  made  war 
on  the  white  race  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  very  well ;  but  somehow  I  got  a  distaste  against  it. 

Question.  Did  your  old  master  tell  you  you  had  better  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  He  said  I  must  dictate  all  these  things  for  myself;  that  men  were  coming 
down  here  to  hold  office. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  to  beware  of  carpet-baggers  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  just  told  me  to  bo  particular  who  I  voted  for,  and  let  them  be 
good,  honest,  upright  men,  that  can  understand  what  to  do. 

Question.  You  never  could  find  any  right  man  to  vote  for  since  that  except  a  demo- 
crat? 

Ansiver.  It  seems  so  to  me. 

Question,  You  could  not  find  any  of  your  own  people  fit  for  office  ? 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir ;  not  in  this  country. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  there  are  any  of  your  colored  race  fit  to  hold  any  office? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  a  State  office.  They  can  make  out  here  as  policemen,  but  they 
have  to  stop  at  that.  I  am  this  way :  I  am  in  favor  of  any  man  holding  office,  I  don't 
care  for  his  color ;  but  I  don't  want  to  throw  away  my  vote  on  a  man  who  don't  know 
nothing. 

Question.  Are  you  in  favor  of  colored  schools  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  want  all  the  colored  children  educated  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  not  the  democrats  against  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  down  here.    The  leading  democrats  are  in  it. 

Question.  Are  all  of  the  republicans  in  favor  of  it  ? 

Ansicer.   I  believe  so. 

Question.  Are  not  some  persons  against  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  know  of. 

Question.  Are  all  the  people  here  with  their  hands  up  for  educating  the  colored  children  I 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  sq 

Question.  Then  why  do  they  burn  down  the  colored  churches  and  schools  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question,  Who  does  that  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  that  democrats  did  it  ? 

Answer.  They  said  so ;  but  nobody  knows  who  it  was  did  it. 

Question.  You  do  not  believe  the  radicals  did  it  ? 

Ansiver.  I  can't  say. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  who  did  it  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir.  I  only  say  it  was  a  mighty  low-dow^n  mau  that  could  do  such  ^ 
thing  as  that. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  colored  churches  being  burned  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  And  believed  it  ? 

An8wei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  have  heard  that  they  have  burned  the  colored  schools  and 
churches  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  heasd  that  the  Ku-Klux  have  whipped  colored  peiople  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  have  heard  that  the  Ku-Klux  are  all  democrats  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  them  say  so. 

Question.  And  yet  you  think  it  is  safer  for  you  to  vote  uniformly  with  the  democratic 
party  than  to  go  with  your  own  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can^t  tie  to  my  people— to  my  race. 

Question.  You  have  not  a  good  opinion  of  them  ? 

Answer.  My  race  is  this  way  :  I  think  they  want  to  go  further  than  is  really  comfort- 
able going  for  a  while. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  better  to  have  them  back  again  in  slavery, 
and  let  them  have  good  masters  ? 

Answer.  I  don^t  know  about  that ;  we  all  want  to  be  free;  not  to  be  tied  up.  I  love 
it ;  I  think  I  had  a  good  master. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  colored  people  now  have  sense  enough  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  \  not  much. 

Question.  You  are  not  in  favor  of  the  fifteenth  amendment  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not.  I  believe  if  that  had  been  put  off  five  years  longer  my 
people  would  have  been  better  off. 

Question.  If  you  think  it  was  wrong  for  the  colored  race  to  be  allowed  to  vote,  why 
do  you  vote  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  is  a  privilege ;  the  colored  people  say  if  I  was  not  allowed  to 
vote  I  couldn't  get  my  rights. 

Question.  If  you  do  not  think  the  colored  man  ought  to  be  aHowed  to  vote,  do  you 
not  also  think  that  these  men  who  challenged  you  on  account  of  your  voting,  and 
called  you  a  ''  danmed  rascal,"  were  right  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  the  man  that  said  that  was  sensible  he  ought  to  let  me  dic- 
tate for  myself  and  him  for  himself,  as  we  are  on  free  soil. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  political  meeting  where  Williams  made  a  speech  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  a  democratic  colored  speaker  imported. from  Michigan  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  speaker  from  Tennessee  brought  here  from  there.  I  don't  know 
where  he  was  from  on  the  other  side  of  that. 

Question.  The  white  democrats  brought  him  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  sent  for  him  ;  did  they  listen  to  him  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  listen  to  him  with  great  unction  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  clap  their  hands  and  cheer  him,  and  hurrah  for  the  colored  man's 
speech  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  saw  all  the  magnates  of  the  democracy  there  in  the  hall,  listening  to 
this  colored  orator  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    That  was  the  first  speech  I  ever  made  was  there. 

Question.  Were  you  called  in  to  exhort  after  Brother  Williams  had  done  the  import- 
ant preaching? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  opened  the  meeting,  as  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  colored  clab. 

Question.  Were  you  greatly  applauded  by  the  white  democrats  ? 

Answer'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  left  with  the  idea  you  had  made  a  great  impression  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  jt's  the  first  time  1  spoke.  They  knew  I  was  not  an  educated 
man  and  they  were  educated  people,  but  I  could  tell  them  what  I  thought. 

Question.  Were  all  the  leading  democrats  up  there  to  hear  you  and  your  friend  Wil- 
liams ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

The  WiTNBSS.  Is  this  General  Blair  that  asks  me  the  questions  now  ? 

The  C^HAiRMAN.  No  ;  that  is  General  Blair  sitting  across  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Did  you  think  that  such  a  large,  fine-looking  man  as  our  chairman  ought 
to  be  General  Blair  ? 
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Ansicer.  1  don^t  know  about  that ;  but  I  have  some  of  General  Blair^s  speeches  at;  my 
house  that  he  made  in  1868,  and  I  thought  I  would  like  to  know  him  when  I  saw  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  any  that  he  made  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  then  serving  Governor  Shorter.  It  is  true  I  looked  at  the 
papers  during  the  war,  but  I  didn^t  take  any  interest  in  the  war. 

Question.  Your  republicanism  only  lasted  about  four  months  ? 

Ansiveft\  That  was  all,  sir. 

Question.  You  enjoy  favor  now  with  the  white  democrats? 

Ansicer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  patronize  you  in  your  business,  I  suppose  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  am  a  servant  waiting  on  Governor  Lindsay  at  the  capitol. 

Qu^tion.  He  is  as  good  a  democrat  as  your  old  master  was,  is  he  not  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  he  is ;  he  appears  to  be,  so  far. 

Question.  And  General  Clanton  befriended  you? 

Answer.  He  was  a  noble  son  of  this  State  that  we  belong  to,  and  every  time  I  pass 
his  office  my  heart  feels  like  I  had  lost  a  father. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  General  Clanton  was  a  real  friend  of  the  colored  i^eople  ? 

A7tsiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  AVas  he  in  favor  of  their  education  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  white  people  pay  all  the  money  for  the  education  of  the  colored  peo- 
pie  in  this  State,  do  they  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  s>ir ;  with  the  taxes.    We  all  pay  a  little  tax. 

Question.  But  the  white  people  pay  about  all  the  tax  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  own  the  property. 

Question.  Do  they  build  a  great  many  of  these  school-houses  and  churches  for  the 
colored  people  ? 

Answer.  I  haven^t  been  out  in  the  country  to  see  how  they  manage  that.  I  am  sort  o^ 
skittish  about  going  into  the  country  too  far. 

Question.  Are  you  afraid  of  your  colored  brethren  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  don't  go  out  in  the  country. 

Question.  If  the  colored  people  display  that  kind  of  spirit,  that  hostility  to  those  of 
their  own  color  who  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  is  it  not  calculated  to  arouse  a  similar 
animosity  or  hostility  toward  them  in  others? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  times  I  believe  if  I  had  taken  up — indeed  I  know 
if  I  had  taken  up  things — I  would  have  been  a  dead  man  now  if  I  had  taken  up  every 
time  I  heard  expressions  when  I  was  passing  attending  to  my  business ;  but  I  told  them 
I  intended  to  be  a  man  of  God ;  and  1  intended  it  should  never  be  said  that  Csesar 
Shorter  opened  a  riot  or  mob  in  Montgomery.  But  I  have  taken  a  great  deal  more  than 
I  expected  I  would  take  from  my  race.  I  have  done  it  for  peace,  because  I  know  if  I 
started  a  riot  here  there  would  be  a  heap  of  us  killed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  All  the  colored  men  between  twenty-one  and  forty-live  pay  $2'  poll-tax,  do 
they  not  ? 

Ansiver.  I  believe  they  do. 

Question.  Does  not  that  go  to  the  education  of  the  colored  children  ? 

Ansiver.  That's  what  I  understand. ;  I  can't  say  for  certain,  because  I  don't  know 
much  about  the  State  matters ;  but  that  is  what  we  are  told. 

Question.  Now,  Csesar,  is  it  not  possible  that  because  you  are  the  body-servant  to  the 
governor  of  the  State  the  other  colored  people  think  you  put  on  some  little  airs  over 
them? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir.  We  were  just  as  friendly,  and  got  along,  and  I  never  expected  to 
be  treated  as  I  was,  until  they  said  I  was  opposed  to  my  race  and  tried  to  put  them 
in  slavery ;  and  that  was  the  x^oint  with  them,  that  every  democrat  negro  was  opposed 
to  his  race. 

Question.  Is  not  your  full  name  Julius  Csesar  Shorter  ? 

Answer.  That  had  been  the  name,  but  for  short  they  always  called  me  Csesar  Shorter. 

Question.  But  your  proper  name  was  Julius  Csesar  Shorter  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  whole  name  ;  but  the  short  way  was  Julius  Shorter, 
or  Csesar  Shorter.  Julius  Csesar  Shorter  was  the  whole  name,  but  we  couldn't  carry 
all  that  in  slavery  times.  I  used  to  sign  my  name  Peter,  because  my  father  was  named 
Peter. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  with  the  Julius  then  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  pay  any  attention  to  that. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  You  never  have  bad  any  trouble  in  putting  your  vote  in,  have  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  always  voted  the  democratic  ticket  here,  have  you  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  You  see  I  always  tried  to  take  the  near  cut  for  peace,  and  at  the 
time  when  I  went  to  vote,  I  didn't  have  anything  to  say  to  any  person,  hut  only  to  go 
and  put  it  in  and  walk  right  off.    I  wouldn't  stop  and  palaver. 

Question.  You  always  voted  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  never  voted  any  other. 

Question.  The  governor  has  given  you  a  position,  which  you  hold  now,  up  at  the 
Capitol  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  must  lay  that  to  General  Clanton.  Before  the  governor  came, 
and  after  he  was  elected,  I  was  draying,  and  he  told  me  he  wanted  me  to  wait  on  the 
governor,  and  1  told  him  I  would  do  so. 

Question.  You  never  have  heard  of  colored  menheing  taken  out  at  night  by  disguised 
men  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;    I  have  heard  it. 

Question.  Where  ? 

Ansiver.  Out  through  the  country. 

Question.  That  colored  men  took  out  their  own  race  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  thev  laid  it  to  democrats — white  men.  They  didn't  know  who 
did  it. 

Question.  Perhaps  you  did  not  understand  me.  Have  you  ever  known  of  colored 
men  going  out  at  night  and  taking  one  of  their  own  colored  peojjle  out  of  his  house 
and  whipping  him,  because  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  such  as  that  in  the  papers ;  that's  all.  Where  colored  men  have 
been  taken  by  their  own  people  and  whipped. 

Question.  In  democratic  papers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  our  leading  papers ;  but  not  about  here ;  it  was  away  off. 

Question.  You  think  the  colored  man  is  fit  to  hold  the  position  of  policeman? 

Ansiver.  There  are  some  few  of  them  so. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  a  colored  man  here  on  the  police  until  we  elected  a  repub- 
lican 113  ay  or  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  used  to  see  a  colored  man  on  the  police  under  the  democratic 
mayors  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  you  went  to  consult  your  former  master,  he  did  not  say  much  to  you 
about  voting  ? 

Answer.  He  didn't  tell  me  who  to  vote  for,  only  I  must  be  particular  to  know  what  I 
was  doing. 

Question.  Was  he  in  favor  of  your  voting  at  all  ? 

Answer,  He  didn't  say  he  was  opposed  t^  it. 

Question.  Was  he  not  about  of  your  opinion,  that  colored  folks  had  better  not  vote 
at  all  ? 

Answer.  He  didn't  tell  me  that.  He  said  there  would  be  many  of  my  race  wouldn^ 
know  how,  and  would  be  led  by  others,  and  that  was  not  people  dictating  for  them- 
selves. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  rather  -pleased  with  your  condition  of  freedom  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  Caesar,  do  you  think  a  free  man  can,  without  the  right  of  voting,  pro- 
tect himself  as  well  as  one  who  does  vote  ? 

Answer.  Now,  I  dont  know  much  about  that. 

Question.  How  does  your  race  look  upon  it  f  Do  they  not  regard  the  right  of  voting 
as  a  sort  of  protection  ? 

Answer.  They  say  so ;  but  I  can't  see  why  it  is  to  keep  them  from  any  protect: en  if 
they  don't  vote. 

Question.  You  have  not  solved  that  problem  ? 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

QuesHon.  You  have  no  trouble  here  now  in  expressing  your  sentiments  as  you 
choose  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  am  a  man  who  has  never  any  talk  on  political  matters  'jpon  the 
streets  with  anybody. 

Question.  While  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  you  are  perfectly  willing  the  other 
colored  men  should  vote  the  republican  ticket  if  they  want  to  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  never  tried  to  persuade  any  one  to  vote  with  me.  I  said  every 
man  shoulcj  suit  himself. 

Question,  You  are  willing  that  every  man  should  vote  as  he  wants  to  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  justify  the  Ku-Kiux  for  whipping  anybody  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir;  I  am  opposed  to  any  such  outrages  as  that.  Let  every  man  dictate 
for  himself. 

Question.  In  regard  to  this  meeting  which  you  attended,  and  where  you  spoke,  was 
that  a  riot  ? 

Answer.  It  was  going  to  be  a  mighty  riot. 

Question.  Was  anybody  hurt  ? 

Answer.  Nobody  was  hurt.  I  can't  think  of  the  general  that  was  commanding  here. 
He  had  a  flax-maned'pony,  and  he  had  some  troops  close  by,  and  ordered  them,  and 
they  scattered  over  so  quick  that  nobody  was  hurt. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  18, 1871. 

CHARLES  MAHONE  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  has  been  called  by  the  minority,  his  examination 
will  be  conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  JMr.  Blair  : 

Question. '  Do  you  live  here  in  the  city  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  here  ? 

Ansiver.  Nearly  four  years. 

Question.  What  are  your  politics,  Charles  ? 

Answe}\  My  politics  ? 

Question.  Which  side  do  you  take  in  politics  ? 

Answe)\  I  have  always  voted  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  Have  the  people  of  your  color  ever  shown  any  violence  toward  those  colored 
people  who  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Not  any  great  deal.  I  have  been  accused  of  voting  the  democratic  ticket, 
it  is  very  true,  by  people  in  the  city,  and  could  have  been  got  in  a  big  row  coming 
down  from  the  capitol  one  day,  if  I  had  paid  any  attention  to  it. 

Question.  You  could  have  gotten  into  a  row  if  you  had  paid  any  attention  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  to  what  they  were  saying. 

Question.  Did  they  abuse  you  ? 

Answe)\  Yes,  sir.  Sam  Hareford,  he  said  he  could  whip  any  colored  man  that  voted 
the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Did  he  use  insulting  language  toward  you  ? 

Answe)\  He  seemed  to  follow  me  down  the  street.  Some  white  men  told  me  to  go  on 
down  the  street.  I  told  him  I  didn't  want  any  fuss  with  him  about  politics ;  I  said  my 
politics  was  to  my  own  satisfaction,  of  course,  let  it  be  a  republican  vote  or  democratic 
vote ;  I  voted  to  suit  myself. 

Question.  That  did  not  seem  to  be  satisfactory  to  him  that  you  should  vote  to  please 
yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  it  at  all.  I  told  them  if  they 
were  not  satisfied  with  them  they  could  go  to  Aaron  Phillips.  They  said  they  wouldn't 
believe  me  on  my  oath  ;  that  they  shouldn't  be  satisfied  with  what  I  should  say  except 
Mr.  Phillips  said  so  himself. 

Question.  Did  he  go  to  Phillips  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  he  did. 

Question.  Was  that  the  only  occasion  on  which  you  were  insulted  and  threatened 
because  you  were  thought  to  be  a  democrat  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  only  occasion,  I  guess;  I  don't  know  of  any  other  one. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  Qther  colored  people  who  are  insulted  and  threatened 
for  voting  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  any  others — not  particularly  any  others. 

Question.  Is  there  a  general  feeling  of  hostility  toward  them  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Against  those  who  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  threats  besides  those  you  have  spoken  of? 

Answer.  None  against  me,  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Against  others  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  Csesar  Shorter  abused  right  smartly  for  voting  the  democratic 
ticket.  I  have  heard  people  passing  through  the  city — colored  people  of  course — speak 
of  him  as  a  grand  rascal,  and  he  had  done  this  and  the  other. 

Question.  For  voting  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  Are  the  colored  people  generally  afraid  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  don^t  know,  sir ;  X  guess  not ;  I  don't  know  why  they  should  be.  I  don't 
know  as  they  are  afraid  to  vote  either  way  when  they  see  proper.  I  never  have  seen 
no  great  deal.  I  think'  though,  if  a  man  was  to  just  vote  a  democratic  ticket  right 
boldly  out,  and  try  to  get  others  to  go  with  him,  he  would  be  in  a  little  difficulty,  to 
my  best  knowledge. 

Question.  You  think  he  would  be  in  danger  ? 

Answer.  T  think  so,  to  my  best  knowledge ;  I  think  so  ;  I  don't  know. 

Question.  You  think  so  from  the  temper  you  have  seen  displayed  by  the  colored  peo- 
ple? 

Answe)\  Yes,  sir ;  from  the  action  of  the  colored  people,  I  would  think  so.  I  have  a 
right  to  tliink  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  you  a  slave  before  the  war  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  your  master? 
Ansiver.  William  Mahone. 
Question.  Whom  do  you  work  for  ? 

Answer.  For  Tom  McCrary,  a  colored  man,  on  Market  street. 
Question.  How  long  have  you  been  in  his  employ  ? 

Answer.  About  a  week  now.  I  worked  here  in  the  city  for  Mr.  Kirkland,  down  here 
in  his  shoe-store. 

Question.  Were  you  in  his  employ  for  some  time  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  a  year. 
Question.  Is  he  a  white  man  and  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  iss    I  don't  know  what  his  politics  is,  to  tell  the  truth. 
Question.  Have  you  talked  much  with  white  people  uj)on  the  subject  of  your  duty  in 
voting  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir  j  not  a  great  deal. 

Question.  Have  any  white  democrats  counseled  you  how  you  should  vote  ? 
Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  General  Clan  ton  ever  speak  to  you  on  that  subject? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
Question.  Or  your  old  master  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    My  master  is  now  in  Mississippi,  at  Edwards'  Station  Depot. 
Question.  Have  you  ever  voted  the  democratic  ticket  at  any  election  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  prefer  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  to  the  democratic  ticket? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  made  your  people  suspect  you  of  voting  the  democratic  ticket  ?  ^ 
Answer.  Well,  that  was  reported  by  my  saying  at  the  court-house,  when  I  was  voting, 
that  I  had  some  democratic  tickets  in  my  hand,  and  I  said,  *'  Here's  the  ticket  that  I'm 
going. to  vote,"  jesting;  and  I  had  some  radical  tickets  in  my  hand,  and  I  said, ''I 
believe  I  will  vote  this  one  to-day"— that  is,  the  democratic  ticket — and  I  never  gave 
any  satisfaction  but  what  I  would  have  voted  that  ticket,  and  they  seemed  to  look 
pretty  angry,  in  passing  by,  that  I  didn't  give  the  party  satisfaction.    I  gave  all  the 
country  people  their  tickets  so  they  could  vote  and  go  back  home.     I  lived  in  the  city, 
I  said  then  to  Phillips,  "  Come  in  here  and  see  how  I  vote."    He  said,  "  Haven't  you 
voted?"    I  said,   "No."    He  said,   "Somebody  told  me  you  voted  the  democratic 
ticket."    I  told  him  I  didn't,  but  I  went  in  and  voted  the  republican  ticket. 
Question.  Who  gave  you  the  democratic  tickets  to  distribute  ? 
Ansiver.  I  think  John  Holtzclaw. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  him  you  would  vote  one  of  them  ? 

Ansiver.  I  didn't  tell  him  whether  I  woidd  or  not.    I  had  the  ticket,  and  if  anybody 
wanted  to  vote  it,  I  had  one  to  give  to  him. 
Question.  Did  you  offer  them  to  any  one  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  take  them,  if  you  were  not  going  to  distribute  them  f 
Answer.  I  didn't  think  it  was  my  place  to  distribute  them. 

Question.  Was  it  at  that  election',  or  shortly  afterward,  that  Sam  Hareford  told  you  he 
could  whip  any  colored  man  that  voted  the  democratic  ticket  ? 
Answer.  1  think  it  was  shortly  afterward. 
Question.  You  say  you  have  heard  Caisar  Shorter  abused  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  said  he  was  a  great  rascal  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question!  Did  they  say  he  had  done  this  and  that? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  What  did  they  accuse  him  of  doing  ? 
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An8wei\  They  said  he  was  a  democrat. 

Question.  What  mean  thing  did  they  charge  him  with  doing  ?  You  said  they  charged 
him  with  being  a  great  rascal. 

Answer.  For  voting  the  democratic  ticket: 

Question.  Had  they  any  other  cause  of  oifense  against  him  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  other. 

Question.  Does  Caesar  carry  a  preV^y  high  head  on  acc.ount  of  being  the  body-servant 
of  the  governor  ? 

Ansicer.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Question.  Do  not  the  colored  people  think  so  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  1  don't  think  he  is  very  familiar  in  the  city  now.  I  think  he 
stays  up  there  at  his  business.    I  hardly  ever  see  him  now,  but  he  used  to  be  here. 

Question.  What  is  his  business  ? 

Anstve7\  He  stays  up  at  the  state-house ;  I  don't  know  what  his  business  is ;  I  sup- 
pose it  is  waiting  on  Governor  Lindsay.  He  didn't  say  it  was  this  evening,  but  he 
seemed  to  signify  it  was. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  The  colored  people  here  mostly  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  do. 

Question.  You  never  heard  that  Caesar  suffered  any  violencfe  for  voting  the  democratic 
ticket  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  nobody  ever  hurt  him.  They  abused  him,  of  course,  but  they  didn't 
hurt  him. 

Question.  They  talked  to  him  a  little  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  thdt's  what  we  all  expect. 

Question.  You  colored  people  think  ia  colored  man  who  vote^  the  democratic  ticket 
rather  goes  against  his  race  ? 

Answei\  That's  what  they  generally  think.    They  say  so. 

Question,  But  you  never  heard  of  any  one  being  whipped  or  injured  in  any  way,  or 
punished  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  I  have. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  19, 1871. 

IGNATIUS  A.  FEW  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  In  Opelika,  Lee  County,  Alabama. 

Question.  What  is  your  occu]3ation  ? 

Answer,  I  am  a  butcher,  sir. 

Question.  AVhere  did  you  live  before  going  to  Opelika  ? 

Ansiver.  I  lived  in  Russell  County. 

Question.  In  this  State  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  occupation  there  ? 

A7isuwr.  I  was  a  teacher  most  of  the  time. 

Question.  Of  white  or  colored  schools  ? 

Answer.  Colored. 

Question.  You  may  state  whether  you  were  molested  or  disturbed  in  your  occupation 
as  teacher. 

Answer.  I  was  upon  one  occasion,  at  Crawford,  seriously  molested. 

Question.  You  may  give  the  particulars. 

Ansiver.  Shall  I  tell  why  they  professed  to  disturb  me  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir.  *  . 

Answei\  I  had  commenced  to  teach  a  school  under  a  gin-shed,  about  three-quarters 
of  a  mile  from  Crawford,  a  small  village.  I  went  out  among  the  citizens  and  tried  to 
purchase  a  lot  upon  which  to  build  me  a  school-house.  Captain  Healy,  who  was  assist- 
anjfc  superintendent  of  the  Bureau,  had  proffered  to  pay  for  that  lot  and  furnish  me 
means  to  build  me  a  school-house.  They  refused  to  sell  me  a  lot.  I  then  rented  the 
hotel,  Captain  Healy  paying  for  it,  and  I  went  into  that  and  taught  school  in  the 
dining-room.    That  was  in  February  that  I  moved  into  that  school-house. 

Question.  February  of  what  year  ? 

Ansiver.  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-nine.  After  staying  in  there  I  consulted  the 
neighbors  if  they  were  opposed  to  it.  A  few  of  them,  the  nearest  ones,  they  said  they 
were  not  opposed  to  it  upon  conditions.  I  complied  with  these  conditions.  A  crowd 
of  young  men  seemed  to  become  very  much  agitated  against  me,  calling  mo  various 
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ugly  names  as  I  passed  about  the  streets.  Finally  my  first  quarter  ended  for  teaching 
school,  and  I  made  my  accounts  and  sent  them  down  to  Girard  to  he  paid,  and  they 
were  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees ;  not,  however,  until  in  June;  and  when  they 
were  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  who  had  no  right  to  receive  them,  they  re- 
fused to  pay  them  to  me. 

Question.  The  trustees  did  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  After  examining  into  the  matter,  it  was  found  that  one  of  the  re- 
ports I  had  made  was  n]ade  from  a  different  district ;  that  half  of  my  pupils  were  from 
one  district  and  half  from  another.  I  had  not  specified  the  number  of  the  reports,  but 
the  county  superintendent  had  done  it  himself.  I  did  not  know  them,  but  sent  them 
to  him,  directing  him  by  Judge  Allen,  who  was  the  trustee,  to  till  the  reports,  as  I  did 
not  know  in  wh,at  township  I  was  teaching.  He  did  so.  They  brought  then  a  great 
many  charges  against' me ;  that  I  was  trying  to  swindle  the  white  children  out  of  their 
money  there  for  the  negroes,  and  trying  to  create  social  equality  among  them ;  and 
finally  it  grew  to  such  an  extent  that,  on  the  night  of  the  19th  of  Jnly,  they  came  to 
my  house — I  think  they  numbered,  from  the  appearance  of  thera  where  they  stood, 
about  five  men — and  threw  twenty-two  rocks,  weighing,  I  suppose,  from  a  pound  to  a 
pound  and  a  half,  through  the  windows,  demolishing  the  sash,  and  after  that  fired  into 
the  room  several  times,  two  balls  taking  effect  at  the  edge  of  one  window,  within  two 
feet  of  my  wife's  head,  and  one  bursting  a  bottle  of  ink  on  the  mantel  and  throwing 
the  ink  in  my  bosom.  I  jumped  out  of  bed  at  that  instant  and  asked  for  my  gun,  and 
they  fled. 

Question.  When  was  this  ? 

Answer.  On  the  19th  of  July,  in  the  morning.     It  was  between  1  and  2  o'clock. 

Questi&n.  Could  you  see  the  men  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  any  person.  When  I  went  out,  I  found  my  garden  palings  were 
also  torn  down. 

Question.  Were  any  prosecutions  instituted  against  the  offenders? 

Answer.  I  wrote  to  \\iq  governor  to  send  me  assistance,  and  he  wrote  to  me  it  was  my 
imperative  duty  to  call  lipon  the  sheriff  and  solicitor,  and  if  they  did  not  discharge 
their  duty  he  would  then  force  them  to  do  it ;  but  I  was  afraid  to  call  upon  them. 

Question.  Why? 

Ansiver.  Because  I  believed  that  they  were  in  sympathy  with  the  others ;  that  I  had 
no  friends  at  all  there. 

Question.  Were  the  sheriff  and  county  solicitor  democrats  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  they  were,  sir,  both  democrats ;  in  fact,  I  know  they  were.  I  can 
give  the  names  of  them  if  it  is  necessary. 

Question.  Did  these  men  who  stoned  your  house  and  fired  into  it  tell  you  what  their 
purpose  was  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  no  know^ledge  who  they  are  myself.  I  was  told  I  could  prove  it  if 
I  would  call  for  certain  witnesses.  I  never  knew  anything.  I  and  my  wife  were  asleep, 
and  a  small  boy,  in  the  room  they  threw  and  fired  into.  All  the  firing  was  done  in  the 
tumult.  We  were  asleep  when  they  began  and  until  the  rocks  commenced  flying  into 
the  house. 

Question.  Did  not  these  men  tell  you  what  they  were  doing  this  for  ? 

Answer.  They  never  spoke  a  word  j  they  came  up  and  commenced  the  work,  and 
ended  it  and  left. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  in  disguise  or  not  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  were  living  at  that  time  in  Crawford? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  Crawford,  Russell  County,  Alabama. 

Question.  Was  it  a  thickly  settled  neighborhood  where  you  lived  f 

Answer.  Not  very  ;  just  moderately. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  cause  for  this  assault  on  your  house  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  cause ;  I  could  only  consider  it  a  political  cause.  The 
object  was,  I  think,  to  break  up  the  school,  and  get  me  out  of  the  way. 

Question.  Were  you  teaching  at  that  time  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  teaching  at  that  time.  I  taught  the  day  before  and  the  day  after- 
ward. 

Question.  Still  a  colored  school  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  continued  in  the  same  house. 

Question.  Did  you  continue  to  teach  after  that  ? 

Ansiver.*  I  did,  sir,  until  I  ended  my  school  in  November. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  molested  by  anybody  again  ? 

Answer.  Onlysby  a  few  rocks  being  thrown  into  my  yard,  and  such  things  as  that, 
land  into  my  house  at  day-times ;  that  was  done  mostly  by  boys  though,  lads.    I  would 
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just  state  that  next  morning  after  that  occurred,  I  went  out  among  some  of  the  good 
citizens  there,  and  told  them  plainly  that  there  was  but  one  way  to  break  up  my  school, 
and  that  was  to  kill  me ;  that  I  never  would  leave  until  my  term  was  out. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  in  answer  to  that  ? 

Answer.  One  gentleman  said — but  I  do  not  consider  him  a  man  who  had  any  influence 
in  society — I  would  be  killed  if  I  did  not  leave  ;  others  treated  it  coolly  ;  generally,  in 
fact,  they  all  treated  what  I  said  coolly. 

Question.  Did  any  of  them  give  you  assurance  of  protection  ? 

Answer.  I  had  no  assurance  of  protection  until,  several  days  afterward,  perhaps  a 
week  or  two,  Judge  John  A.  Lewis  came  to  me  and  offered  to  let  his  wife  and  daughter 
sleep  in  my  house,  and  I  refused  such  protection,  and  told  them  I  would  try  and  stand  it 
out  from  that  time. 

Question,  How  largo  a  village  is  Crawford  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  there  are  two  hundred  inhabitants. 

Question.  Were  the  citizens  generally  of  that  village,  the  white  portion  of  them, 
opposed  to  eolored  schools  ? 

Answer.  From  all  appearances,  they  were. 

Question.  You  say  from  appearances  ;  what  appearances  do  you  refer  to  ?  What  did 
you  hear  them  say  ?    What  did  they  do  ? 

Answei\  Well,  their  mistreatment ;  they  scorned  me,  and  would  not  visit  me  or  as- 
sociate with  my  wife  or  anything  of  the  kind.  My  wife,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
church,  did  not  visit  the  church  during  the  year. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  remain  at  Crawford  ? 

Answer.  I  went  there  in  August,  1868,  I  think,  and  remained  there  until  the  last  day 
of  1869. 

Question.  Were  the  people  of  Russell  County  opposed  to  colored  schools,  in  your 
opinion  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  think  they  were  very  generally. 

Question.  What  influence,  if  any,  was  exerted  in  that  county  upon  the  negroes  to 
induce  them  to  abstain  from  going  to  the  polls  and  voting  ? 

Answer.  Upon  the  occasion  of  the  election  we  had  in  1869,  I  cannot  state,  because  I 
.had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  did  not  go  out ;  I  did  not  pretend  to  associate  with  the 
last  people  at  all ;  never  left  home  unless  it  was  to  go  off  somewhere  on  business ;  in  the 
election  I  was  living  at  Traywick's  Cross-Roads ;  there  was  an  election  there,  I  think, 
in  November,  and  such  threats  were  made  for  me,  that  the  negroes  declined  to  vote,  any 
of  them.  What  occurred  at  the  election  I  do  not  know.  I  lived,  I  suppose,  within 
i.Ye  hundred  yards  of  the  election  precinct,  and  a  great  many  negroes  came  down  and 
asked  me  to  go  up  with  them  to  the  polls  and  see  them  vote.  I  told  them  I  could  not 
do  it,  and  they  went  away  without  voting. 

Question.  They  went  away  without  voting  f 

Ansiver.  The  polls  showed  that  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  election  was  that  ? 
Answer.  The  election  for  members  of  the  legislature. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  In  1870? 
Answer.  In  1870. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  go  to  the  polls  yourself? 

Answer.  I  was  afraid  to  go  there,  for  fear  of  being  molested  or  insulted 

Question.  What  cause  of  fear  had  you  ? 

Answer.  I  expected  perhaps  I  might  be  beaten,  or  cursed,  or  abused,  at  least  cursed 
and  abused,  for  I  never  went  out  anywhere  but  what  I  was  cursed  and  abused  by  any 
man  that  had  whisky,  and  they  had  plenty  at  Traywick's  Cross-Roads. 

Question,  What  threats  had  been  used  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Richard  Buchanan  told  me  that  I  would  be  killed  because  I  said  I 
would  not  vote  for  Mr.  Hines,  who  was  the  nominee  of  the  democratic  party.  I  will 
just  state  that  he  was  drinking  at  that  time, 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  threats  made,  or  any  that  came  to  your  knowledge  ? 

Answer,  I  was  told  at  that  time — there  were  never  any  threats  made  to  me— but  I 
was  told  by  some  colored  people  that  if  I  went  to  the  election  I  would  be  killed. 

Question,  Did  they  tell  you  how  they  derived  Their  information  ? 

Answer.  They  did  not  that  I  now  recollect,  but  advised  me  not  to  go. 

Question.  You  say  a  great  many  colored  people  refused  to  go  to  the  polls  and  vote 
because  you  staid  away  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  staid  away  because  you  thought  your  life  was  in  danger  in  ca80 
you  went  and  voted  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Now,  who  were  these  men  who  deterred  you  from  going  to  the  polls  ;  were 
they  democrats  or  -republicans  ? 

Answer,  There  were  no  other  white  men  in  that  country  but  democrats  that  I  knew. 

Question.  How  much  less  at  that  poll  was  the  negro  vote  than  it  would  have  been  if 
they  had  all  voted  ? 

Anmer.  I  think  at  least  fifty  or  sixty. 

Question.  Were  you  pretty  well  acquainted  with  Russell  County  ? 

Answer.  My  knowledge  was  confined  mostly  to  the  upper  portion  of  the  county, 
though  I  was  acquainted  about  Silver  Run  and  Crawford,  and  the  precinct  I  spoke  of. 
I  have  lived  in  the  county  twenty  years  ;  that  is,  I  moved  to  it  twenty  years  ago,  and 
have  lived  out  of  it  some  time  during  that  time. 

Question.  Are  the  white  people  of  Russell  County  opposed  to  negro  suffrage  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  are,  sir. 

Question.  What  have  you  heard  them  say  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  them  say  they  were  generally  opposed  to  it. 

Question.  Are  you  of  opinion  that  they  use  their  influence,  habituallj^,  to  prevent, 
so  far  as  they  can,  the  colored  people  from  voting  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  do.    That  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  AVhere  allowed  to  vote,  how  do  the  negroes  generally  vote  ? 

Answer.  They  vote  by  ballot,  as  others. 

Question.  What  ticket,  republican  or  democratic  f 

Answer.  Thpy  almost  entirely  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  this  a  public  school  you  were  teaching  at  the  time  the  assault  was 
made? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  your  county  superintendent  of  education? 

Ansiver.  It  was  Captain  Edmunds. 

Question.  You  received  yonr  pay  from  the  county  superintendent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  what  I  did  receive,  I  received  through  the  county  superintendent. 

Question.  From  the  public  school  fund  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  take  any  action  in  regard  to  the  assault  that  was  made  upon 
you? 

Answer.  He  did  not. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  schools  in  your  county,  or  Russell,  being  dis- 
turbed ? 

Answer,  I  have  not,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  in  that  county  at  the  time  of  the  election  of  Judge  Heflin,  in 
1869? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Is  Silver  Run  in  Russell  County  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,, sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  South  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  born  and  raised  in  Georgia. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  you  know  who  it  was  that  molested  you,  at  that  diificulty  ? 

Answer.  I  really  did  not. 

Question.  You  can  form  no  idea  who  it  was  ? 

Ansive^\  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  form  an  idea  who  it  was. 

Question.  Who  do  you  suppose  it  was? 

Answer.  I  supposed  it  was  five  j^oung  men,  two  by  the  name  of  Baker,  one  Lewis,  who 

was  a  xDostmaster  there  at  that  time,  and  one  by  the  name  of ;  he  was  a  recent 

comer ;  I  do  not  remember  his  name  at  present ;  the  other  was  Judge  WaddelFs  sou, 
Nash  Waddell.  Those  were  the  ones  I  supposed  it  to  be.  They  did  not  deny  it  or 
acknowledge  it.  One  of  the  young  men  left  the  country ;  the  others  laid  out  for  sev- 
eral days,  and  did  not  come  about  town,  to  see  them  as  usual  at  their  common  places; 
all  of  them  did,  in  fact ;  the  postmaster  closed  the  office. 

Question.  You  say  Lewis  was  postmaster  ? 

Answer.  His  name  was  Lewis.  We  had  a  tri-weekly  mail.  On  the  days  of  the  mail 
he  would  slip  in  and  open  the  office,  and  leave  immediately.  Another  reason  I  believe  it 
was  him  was,  a  negro  boy  told  me  he  was  at  their  house,  my  nearest  neighbor,  Mr.  Sears, 
and  that  the  balance  of  them,  naming  them  all,  had  said  they  were  going  to  m  v  house 
to  kill  me,  and  asked  a  young  man  who  was  Mr.  Sears's  brother-in-law  to  go  with  them, 
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and  he  refused.  He  named  every  one  of  tlie  men  I  have  named.  The  other  young 
man's  name  was  White ;  I  now  recollect  it. 

Question.  Did  you  lay  any  information  against  them,  or  attempt  to  have  then,i 
arrested  ? 

Answer,  I  sent  to  the  governor,  as  I  before  stated,  to  have  them  arrested  or  send  me 
some  assistance,  and  he  declined,  and  referred  me  to  the  sheriff  and  county  solicitor, 
and  I  was  afraid  to  attempt  it  in  that  ^ay. 

Question.  Who  was  governor  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Governor  Smith. 

Question.  You  say  Judge  Lewis  offered  to  protect  you  ? 

Ansivcr.  He  offered  to  bring  his  wife  and  daughters  to  sleep  in  my  house  for  i3rotec- 
tion,  some  time  afterward. 

Question.  Was  this  Lewis,  the  postmaster  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  this  was  Judge  John  A.  Lewis.    They  were  no  relation  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  named  certain  persons  that  you  supposed  to  be  the  ones  who  fired 
into  your  house,  and  given  your  reasons  for  supposing  they  were  the  ones;  you  may 
tell  the  committee  what  x>olitical  party  they  belonged  to. 

Ansiver.  They  belonged  to  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  Were  they  leading,  influential' men  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  the  men  that  did  the  dirty  work. 

Question.  You  say  a  son  of  Judge  Waddell  was  one  of  the  number? 

Anstvei'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  he  belong  to  a  respectable  family  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  he  probate  judge  ? 

Answer.  He  was  formerly  probate  judge  of  Russell  County,  and  colonel  of  a  regiment 
of  artillery  in  the  confederate  war. 

Question.  Did  you  leave  Russell  County  because  of  your  apprehension  of  danger  if 
you  remained  there  ? 

Answer.  I  did.  The  day  I  came  to  Opelika  for  the  purpose  of  moving,  my  wife 
begged  m^,  with  tears,  to  leave  there. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  disturbed  on  any  other  occasion  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  on  no  other  occasion.  I  have  been  abused  when  I  was  at  public 
places,  cursed  and  called  a  radical,  &c. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  ascribe  this  persecution  you  were  subjected  to  in  Russell  County 
to  the  fact  that  you  were  a  radical,  and  outspoken  in  your  sentiments,  and  the  further 
fact  that  you  had  taught  colored  schools  ? 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  that  was  it.  I  was  popular  as  a  man,  and  tried  to  convince 
the  i)eople  of  Russell  County  that  I  was  not  a  radical ;  I  never  have  voted  a  radical 
ticket  in  my  life,  and  after  all  that,  they  persecuted  me,  and  called  me  a  radical,  and 
"  half  nigger,  half  Yankee,"  and  all  such  jjersecutions  and  slings  at  me  as  I  passed  the 
street. 

Question.  Do  you  think  this  was  countenanced  by  the  older  men  of  the  community  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  could  have  prevented  it  if  they  would ;  yes,  I  believe  they 
could,  for  I  heard  them  on  one  occasion  when  I  went  out  to  i^rotect  my  children — 
these  negro  children — when  this  same  son  of  Judge  Waddell  was  throwing  stones  at 
them,  and  Judge  Waddell  was  there.    He  drew  his  knife  on  me. 

Question.  Judge  AVaddell  did  ? 

Answer.  His  son  did,  and  came  up  to  me  to  cut  me,  and  I  could  only  prevent  it  by 
taking  out  mine,  and  tellingh  im  if  he  took  another  step  I  would  cut  him  in  two.  I 
heard  another  gentleman  remark,  as  he  turned  to  go  bacK  to  the  house,  that  he  would 
like  to  give  me  a  good  hickory  stick. 

Question.  The  judge's  son  said  that? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  this  gentleman  in  company  with  others.  There  is  one  thing  I  had 
forgotten  to  tell,  the  committee  might  want  to  hear. 

^wes^io/?.  What  is  that? 

Answe)\  After  this  persecution,  throwing  rocks  and  shooting,  they  brought  the  charge 
against  me  that  I  was  trying  to  create  social  equality  there,  and  that  I  had  stolen  this 
money.  I  went  to  some  of  the  prominent  citizens  there  at  that  place,  and  told  them  I 
was  not  guilty  of  it ;  that  it  was  then  vacation,  and  if  they  would  sustain  the  charges 
I  would  not  open  my  school  again.  They  asked  me  how  long  I  would  give  them.  I 
told  them  I  would  give  them  whatever  time  they  required  that  was  reasonable.  They 
took  until  the  next  Friday.  That  was  on  Friday,  I  think,  when  I  had  this  conversa- 
tion. On  Sunday,  at  meeting,  the  minister  got  up,  and  said  that  I  had  proposed  that  a 
committee  of  five  meet  me,  and  it  was  honorable,  and  as  much  as  any  gentleman  could 
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offer  ;  that  if  I  did  not  prove  the  charges  false,  I  would  desist  from  teaching  school, 
and  some  of  them  remarked  to  him,  if  the  charges  are  proven,  he  will  not  hreak  up  his 
school.  He  said  to  them,  "  He  will,  for  he  offers  to  hind  himself  to  do  it  hy  oath,  if  you 
require  it/^  And  he  said,  "  Now,  I  advise  you  to  accept  it,  for  he  is  a  pretty  sharp  fel- 
low,, and  if  you  do  not  do  it,  it  will  injure  Crawford,  injure  the  citizens  of  Crawford." 
And  upon  that  they  appointed  a  committee  of  five,  consisting  of — let  me  rememher  the 
names — Captain  Brinson,  Henry  Benton,  Judge  Waddell — I  cannot  rememher  the  other 
names.  The  committee  met,  and  Mr.  Hayes  reported  to  me  after  they  had  met  on  Fri- 
day morning,  that  they  refused  to  meet  me  as  a  committee,  hut  they  would  meet  me  as 
citizens.  I  agreed  to  meet  them  as  citizens  at  the  court-house.  I  took  my  wife  and 
repaired  to  the  court-house.  When  I  was  up  there,  they  told  me  they  would  hear  me,  and 
I  got  np  and  denounced  those  who  had  maltreated  me  in  the  way  they  did,  and  then 
denied  the  charges,  and  told  them  if  they  would  prove  them  I  would  do  what  I  said — 
my  school  should  never  open  again  in  Crawford ;  I  would  move  immediately  away. 
After  making  these  remarks,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hayes  got  up,  and  remarked  that  there  was 
another  charge  hrought  against  me  ;  that  I  was  charged  with  trying  to  create  social 
equality  among  the  negroes.  I  told  him  it  was  a  lie,  and  the  origin  of  it  was  in  hell. 
Judge  Waddell  sprang  up  out  of  the  window  and  told  me  I  should  take  it  hack.  I  told 
him  I  never  woukl  do  that  while  there  was  hreath  in  my  hody.  He  then  remarked  to 
me,  ^'  You  shall  not  call  our  old  father  a  liar."  I  said  to  him,  "  I  am  so  far  from  it,  I 
would  get  on  my  knees  to  him  hefore  I  would  insult  him  for  any  cause,  but  I  merely 
give  the  man  the  lie  who  made  those  statements.  Mr.  Hayes  did  not  understand  me  so, 
did  you f  He  replied  he  did  not.  ^' No,"  said  I,  "nor  Judge  Waddell  did  not."  At 
that,  Judge  Waddell  got  up  and  made  a  very  flaming  speech  to  the  colored  people 
agaiijst  the  iiarty  he  supposed  I  belonged  to.  He  told  them  they  ought  to  he  in  slav- 
ery ;  he  had  fought  four  years  to  put  them  there,  and  they  ought' to  be  there  now. 

Question.  Did  they  offer  any  proof  of  the  charges  they  had  made  against  you  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  a  particle  of  proof;  they  did  not  pretend  to. 

Question.  What  was  meant  by  the  charge  brought  against  you  that  you  were  in  favor 
of  negr©  equality  ? 

Answer.  Judge  Waddell  passed  my  house,  I  was  informed  afterward,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Benton,  and  a  negro  girl  was  sitting  in  the  room  with  my  wife,  a  girl  I  had 
had  in  my  house  since  she  was  five  years  of  age.  She  had  eaten  in  my  dining-room 
and  slept  there  since  she  was  five  years  old,  until  she  was  free,  and  she  came  down 
there  from  her  mother  home  on  a  visit,  and  was  sitting  in  the  room  talking  with  my  wife, 
and  Judge  Waddell  came  by.  When  negroes  came  into  my  house,  they  were  as  respect- 
ful as  to  any  citizen  in  that  place.  I  told  them  they  must  be  even  more  respectful  with 
me,  and  they  never  dared  approach  after  that  nearer  than  the  back  portico  of  the 
house,  even  when  on  business. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  Octoler  19, 1871. 
JOHN  M.  WARD  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  State  your  occupation  and  place  of  residence. 
Answer.  West  Point,  Georgia  ;  postmaster. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  You  live  near  the  line  of  Alabama  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  did  live  in  Chambers  County,  Alabama,  up  to  last  Christmas. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  West  Point  near  the  line  dividing  Alabama  from  Georgia  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  My  former  residence  was  in  Bluffton,  Alabama.  A  mere  imaginary 
line  divides  the  places.  • 

Question.  You  may  state  to  the  committee  any  acts  of  violence  or  outrages  upon  per- 
son or  property  that  have  occurred  in  that  section  of  country  that  you  know  yourself 
or  of  whieh  you  have  been  informed  by  reliable  authority. 

Answer.  Since  when,  Senator  ? 

Question.  I  will  not  confine  you  by  my  questions ;  anything  within  the  last  two  or 
three  years. 

Ansiver.  A  day  or  two  after  the  election  last  fall  for  members  of  Congress  in  Alabama, 
Mr.  Robert  W.  Richards  came  into  the  post-office  while  I  was  distributing  the  mail. 
He  walked  up  to  the  post-office  and  cursed  and  abused  me,  in  company  with  a  crowd 
of  men. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  to  you  ? 

Answe7\  He  called  me  a  damned  radical  son  of  a  bitch,  and  epithets  of  that  character. 

Question.  Who  was  this  Robert  W.  Richards  ?  ^ 
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Anstve)',  He  is  a  dry-goods  merchant  in  West  Point. 
Question,  What  are  Jiis  politics  ? 

Answer.  Democratic.    Chambers  County,  Alabama,  is  his  residence. 
Question,  Is  he  a  prominent  and  active  man  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  he  is  prominent ;  he  is  an  officious  member  of  it.  He  is  a  part- 
ner of  the  mayor  of  the  town. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Of  what  town  ? 

Answer.  Of  West  Point,  in  the  dry-goods  business. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  these  remarks  caused  by  your  activity  at  the  election  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  took  offense  at  that  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  done  nothing  else  ? 
Answer.  It  was  on  account  of  that  election. 

Mr.  Blair.  This  is  outside  of  our  jurisdiction,  and  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  This  sub- 
committee is  confined  to  the  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  and  Tennessee. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Is  not  the  post-office  located  in  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  post-office  is  in  Georgia,  but  my  residence  at  the  time  was  in 
Alabama,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  post-office.. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Does  the  State  line  run  through  the  town  ? 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  say  that  most  of  the  business  men  in  West  Point,  Georgia, 
reside  in  Alabama. 

Question.  Were  you  abused  at  any  other  time  on  account  of  your  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  night  or  two  after  that  a  torchlight  mob  visited  my  house. 

Question.  A  torchlight  procession  of  what  party  ? 

Answer.  The  democratic  party. 
Question.  What  did  they  do  ? 

Answer.  I  was  partially  undressed.  My  wife  had  not  retired.  They  surrounded  the 
house,  and  used  all  kinds  of  abusive  epithets,  and  so  alarmed  her  that  she  ran  out  in 
the  piazza  and  up-stairs. 

Question.  State  the  epithets  they  used,  as  well  as  you  remember. 

Answer.  Some  voices  in  the  crowd  said^  "  Qo  back  in  the  house,  you  damned  radical 
bitch." 

Question.  What  else  ? 

Answer.  About  that  time  some  one  in  the  crowd,  I  think  Mr.  Robert  Chisholm,  rose 
up  or  called  out  in  a  loud  voice,  and  asked  them  to  respect  ladies.  They  quieted  down 
and  moved  off. 

Question.  Is  that  all  of  it  ? 

Answer.  They  used  many  epithets  toward  me  around  the  house. 

Question.  Can  you  repeat  some  of  them  ? 

Answer.  "  Radicals,  to  your  holes !"  "  You  had  better  leave  town  f  and  many  things 
of  that  character. 

Question.  How  long  did  the  crowd  continue  there  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  were  around  the  house  some  five  or  ten  minutes. 

Question.  They  were  celebrating  a  democratic  victory  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  "sir,  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  Caricatures  were  carried  by,  obscene 
caricatures  were  carried  by,  by  colored  democrats,  of  myself  and  also  Mr.  Isaac  Hyman. 

Question.  So  there  were  colored  democrats  in  the  crowd,  were  there  ? 

Answer.  There  were  two,,  who  bore  the  caricatures  on  that  occasion. 

Question.  D4d  they  seem  to  be  in  full  fellowship  with  their  white  brethren  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  been  made  presents  of  fine  suits  of  clothes.  One  of  them 
w^ho  is  a  mechanic  received  a  tool-chest.  They  got  that  for  their  labor  on  the  occa- 
sion. 

Question.  Did  those  two  colored  men  in  that  procession  comprise  the  full  strength  of 
the  democratic  colored  vote  in  that  neighborhood  ? 

Ansiver.  My  opinion  is,  that  it  would  not  exceed  ten  or  a  dozen  democratic  colored 
men.    I  cannot  say,  though,  how  many. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Most  of  the  colored  people  were  entirely  too  intelligent  to  go  for  the  dem- 
ocratic ticket,  were  they  not  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  sir.  I  suppose  that  they  vote,  like  every  one  else,  according  to 
the  best  of  their  judgment  of  what  is  right. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  may  state,  if  you  know,  what  means  were  employed  by  the  democrats 
of  that  part  of  the  State  to  prevent  colored  men  from  voting  the  republican  ticket. 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  some  of  the  farmers  of  the  vicinity  say  they  would  not  employ 
hands  another  year  who  voted  the  radical  ticket,  and  that  when  they  hired  them  here- 
after that  was  to  be  in  the  contract. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  they  borrow  that  idea  from  the  New  England  manufacturers? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  got  that  idea  from  Mr.  James,  near  West  Point.  He  was  a  demo- 
crat.   I  don't  know  where  he  got  his  idea. 

Question.  I  ask  you  whether  he  did  not  borrow  it  from  the  northern  manufacturers, 
who  make  all  their  men  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Ansive7\  I  do  not  know,  sir,  where  he  borrowed  it  from. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  thaf  practice  up  there,  have  you  not  ? 

A7isiver.  I  never  have  been  North  in  my  life. 

Question.  I  ask  you  if  you  have  not  heard  of  that  practice  up  there  ? 

Answe7\  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  heard  of  that  particular  practice.  I  know,  of 
course,  that,  generally  speaking,  there  are  all  kinds  of  arts  and  devices  used  by  design- 
ing politicians  in  all  parties. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  as  a  general  thing  vote  at  the  election  last  fall  ? 

Ansiver.  In  Alabama  they  did,' sir.  Xhe  election  occurred  in  Georgia  about  a  month 
after  the  Alabama  election. 

Question.  Are  the  democrats  in  that  part  of  Alabama  opposed  to  negro  suffrage  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  they  so  express  themselves  to  me. 

Question.  Are  they  in  favor  of  getting  rid  of  it  now,  if  they  can  ? 

Answer.  They  are  not  very  ready  to  express  their  future  plans.  They  often,  in  speak- 
ing of  republicans  or  radicals,  as  they  call  them,  will  ask  me  the  question,  for  instance, 
if  I  am  in  favor  of  negro  rule.  If  I  tell  them  no,  which  I  am  not,  they  then  ask  me 
how  I  can  vote  with  the  republican  party,  which  gives  them  the  privilege  of  voting. 
I  tell  them  I  do  it  upon  the  broad  ground  that  every  man  is  a  freeman,  and  in  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government  I  think  is  entitled  to  the  franchise.  They  will  generally 
say,  ''Well,  we  are  not  in  favor  of  negroes  voting  or  ruling  us." 

Question.  What  are  their  sentiments  in  relation  to  colored  schools  ? 

Answer.  I  think  within  the  last  six  months  they  have  moderated  very  much.  I  think 
they  are  now  in  favor  of  educating  the  colored  children. 

Question.  Were  they  formerly  opposed  to  those  schools  ? 

Answer.  I  think,  sir,  they  were  opposed  to  any  advancement  of  the  colored  popula- 
tion ;  they  were  disposed  to  keep  them  as  mere  serfs. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  any  attempt  made  to  burn  your  house  at  the  time  the  assault  was 
made  upon  it  by  this  torch-light  procession  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  heard  they  threw  a  torch-light  under  Mr.  Hyman's  house. 

Question.  Did  they  make  the  assault  upon  Mr.  Hyman  at  the  same  time? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  visited  his  house  first  and  then  mine.  We  were  about  three 
hundred  yards  apart. 

Question.  The  same  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  informed  that  they  attempted  to  burn  his  house  ? 

Answer.  That  they  threw  a  torch-light  on  his  house  or  on  the  piazza. 

Question.  Did  you  know  of  any  similar  occurrence  in  the  county  of  Chambers? 

Answer.  Mrs.  Randall,  who  was  teaching  a  colored  school  near  Fredonia,  Alabama, 
about  a  month  before  the  election  last  fall,  came  down  to  West  Point,  and  told  me  that 
a  party  of  disguised  men,  or  a  party  of  men — I  do  not  think  she  said  disguised — vis- 
ited the  yard  of  the  house  in  which  she  was  living,  and  in  which  resided  a  colored  man 
and  his  family  by  the  name  of  Trammel. 

Question.  What  was  done  on  that  occasion  ? 

Ansiver.  They  abused  him  and  finally  killed  him  by  shooting  him.  After  killing  him 
they  went  to  the  bedstead  where  his  daughter  was  lying,  and  took  their  knives  and  cut 
her  vest  all  to  pieces,  and  ordered  her  to  leave,  and  she  left  at  night  about  10  o'clock. 

Question.  Did  they  kill  Trammel  or  Tramblies? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  break  up  the  school  ? 

An^er.  Yes,  sir ;  she  left.    They  all  had  to  leave,  and  she  left. 

Question.  What  cause  did  you  hear  assigned  for  this  assault  ? 

Answer.  They  accused  her  of  teaching  radical  polities,  and  so  on. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Randall? 
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Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  she  formerly  taught  a  colored  school  in  BluJBfton,  Alabama,  previous 
to  going  there. 

Question.  Where  did  she  come  from  ? 

Answer.  She  came  from  some  part  of  Georgia.  I  think  from  MerriwetKer  County, 
Greenville,  Georgia.    She  was  the  divorced  wife  of  Dr.  Randall. 

Question.  Had  she  been  successful  in  her  school  at  Bluffton  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  she  had  been  undisturbed  there. 

Question.  Was  she  teaching  a  public  school  at  the  time  ? 

Ansiver.  She  was  near  Fredonia.  Her  school  in  Blufftcto,  Alabama,  was  a  private 
school. 

Question.  Did  this  colored  family  furnish  her  with  her  meals  ? 

Answe)\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  she  living  in  a  portion  of  the  house  ? 

Ansiver,  I  never  was  on  the  place.  She  said  she  was  living  in  a  house  that  was  built 
in  the  same  yard,  and  built  especially  for  her  by  a  Mr.  Trammel,  the  former  owner  of 
this  colored  man. 

Question.  Mr.  Trammel,  then,  was  in  favor  of  the  school? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  these  parties  were  ever  arrested? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  they  were  never  arrested. 

Question.  Was  any  attempt  ever  made  to  bring  them  to  trial  ? 

Ansiver.  There  vs  as  a  coroner's  inquest  held,  so  I  heard  ;  of  course,  I  was  not  present ; 
and  their  decision  was  that  he  was  killed  by  parties  unknown.  Mrs.  Randall  said  that 
she  knew  two  of  the  parties ,  and  they  lived  near  Fretlonia,  or  in  Fredonia. 

Question.  She  finally  abandoned  her  school? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  she  never  returned.  The  last  I  heard  of  her  she  was  in  Americus, 
Georgia. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  similar  transaction  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remember  of ;  not  of  an  aggravated  character. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  disturbance  that  took  place  at  a  public  meeting  in 
La  Fayette,  the  county  seat  of  Chambers  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  was  present  at  a  republican  mass-meeting. 

Question.  Please  state  what  occurred  there.* 

Answer.  Mr.  Rapier,  who  was  the  colored  candidate  for  secretary  of  state  on  the  re- 
publican ticket,  had  commenced  to  address  the  audience.  He  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted at  the  commencement  of  his  address  by  a  colored  man.  The  marshal  of  La  Fay- 
ette attempted  to  arrest  him.    He  broke  and  run. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  broke  and  run  ? 

Ansiver.  The  colore4  man.  He  proceeded  some  distance  out  of  my  sight  through  the 
woods,  firing  at  him  with  a  pistol,  and  finally  he  shot  him  down.  It  broke  up  the 
meeting.  There  were  many  prominent  republicans  there  to  speak  on  the  occasion,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  excitement  they  were  unable  to  address  the  meeting. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Knowing  the  public  sentiment  of  Chambers  County,  do  you  think  republi- 
cans are  safe  in  advocating  their  principles  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Not  with  that  freedom — not  with  perfect  freedom,  I  will  say.  They  are  not 
safe  to  speak  with  perfect  freedom— only  in  moderation.  If  they  were  what  was 
called  very  moderate  republicans,  they  might  be  tolerated.    I  think  they  would  be. 

Question.  Do  you  think  republicans  there  are  allowed  to  cast  their  votes  without  fear 
of  intimidation  ?  ' 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  they  are  not.  The  day  of  the  last  election,  while  at  the  polls,  Mr. 
Robert  W.  Richards  would  frequently,  speaking  in  an  insulting  manner,  say  that  he 
would  rather  vote  for  the  damned  meanest  negro  in  the  country  than  for  Ward  or  for 
Hyman. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  marshal  attempted  to  arrest  this  negro,  you  say,  who  was  interrupt- 
ing Rapier  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  attempted  to  arrest  him  and  knocked  him  down,  I  think,  with  a 
club,  and  then  the  negro  jumped  up  and  ran. 

Question.  And  then  he  shot  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  after  pursuing  him  a  short  distance. 

Question.  And  killed  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaiuman  : 
Question.  Was  that  the  marshal  of  the  town  ? 
Question.  Yes,  sir ;  not  of  the  meeting. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  was  this  marshal ;  what  is  his  name  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  his  name  just  now,  sir. 

Question.  Eapier,  who  was  speaking,  was  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  candidate  for  secretary  of  state  of  Alabama. 

Question.  A  republican  candidate  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  negro  interrupted  him  ? 

Answe)\  Yes,  sir. 

Quesdon.  Several  negro  men  interrupted  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  one. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  heard.  It  was  loud  talking,  '*  That's  not  so,"  or 
something  of  that  kind.    I  do  not  remember  his  exact  language. 

Question.  He  was  then  knocked  down  with  a  club  by  the  marshal  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  by  the  white  marshal  of  the  town  of  La  Fayette. 

Question.  And  then  shot  dead? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  does  not  look  as  if  there  was  much  intimidation  by  democrats  on  that 
day. 

Question.  I  do  not  know  the  politics  of  the  colored  man  that  was  killed,  sir ;  I  un- 
derstood that  they  were  democratic. 

Question.  The  intimidation  was  rather  on  the  other  side,  was  it  not,  in  that  instance  1 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  sir. 

Question.  You  could  not  express  an  opinion  about  that  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  nothing  of  either  the  marshal  or  the  colored  man.  It  was  the  opin- 
ion of  the  colored  men  generally  that  it  was  done  to  disturb  the  meeting. 

Question.  Would  not  the  knocking  him  down  a^nd  driving  him  off  with  a  club 
probably  have  been  sufficient  punishment  for  an  interruption  of  that  kind  of  a  public 
meeting  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  circumstances  would  justify  him  in  knocking 
him  down  or  using  such  harsh  means  as  he  used. 

Question.  Knocking  him  down  certainly  did  not  justify  him  in  killing  him? 

A7istcer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  That  is  not  a  circumstance  which  goes  to  show  that  colored  men  are  in- 
timidated by  democrats  ? 

Answe)\  That  was  the  opinion  of  the  colored  men  on  that  occasion,  that  it  was  in- 
terference with  a  republican  meeting. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Who  was  this  marshal  ? 
Answer.  I  have  forgotten  his  name.    I  heard  it  at  the  time,  but  I  never  knew  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  his  politics  ? 
Answer.  I  understood  he  was  a  democrat. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  shot  a  democrat  for  interfering  with  a  republican  meeting  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  two  different  tales  about  the  negro.  Some  negroes  said  he  was  a 
democrat,  some  said  he  was  a  republican. 

Question.  And  you  heard  that  the  marshal  was  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  never  knew  the  negro.  I  think  the  negro  was  intoxicated  on 
the  occasion ;  he  looked  so,  and  I  heard  also  that  he  had  been  drinking. 

Question.  Was  anything  ever  done  to  punish  the  marshal  for  this  ? 

Ansujer.  I  understood  not.  I  have  visited  La  Fayette  several  times  since,  and  I 
have  seen  him  walking  about  there,  and  have  beard  that  nothing  was  ever  done  with 
him. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Why  was  the  meeting  abandoned? 

Ansuwr.  In  consequence  of  the  excitement  that  grew  out  of  the  killing  of  the  negro. 

Question.  Was  there  any  threatening  demonstration  afterward  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  whites  from  La  Fayette  came  there  to  the  crowd  and  remarked 
that  if  any  such  meeting  ^as  ever  gotten  up  again  they  would  kill  the  leaders  of  it,  such 
men  as  Powell  and  others.  Powell  was  the  minister  of  the  colored  church  there  and 
the  'chaitman  of  the  meeting. 

Question.  And  in  view  of  those  threats  the  meeting  was  abandoned  after  this 
occurrence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^-^  , 
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Question.  So  that  there  was  no  speaking  ? 

Ansiver.  No  speaking.  Late  in  the  afternoon  the  crowd  quieted  down  and  there  was 
some  little  speaking.  I  think  Mr.  William  Y.  Turner,  of  Wetumpka,  made  a  few 
remarks  some  four  or  five  hours  afterward  to  a  few.-  There  were  probably  three  or 
four  hundred  left  of  the  fifteen  hundred  that  had  been  there,  I  suppose.  Mr.  WiUiam 
V.  Turner  got  up  and  made  a  few  pleasant  remarks  to  those  who  were  left. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  the  marshal  who  inflicted  this  punishment  upon  the 
negro  designed  to  interrupt  and  break  up  the  meeting  ? 

Answet\  That  was  the  supposition  among  the  colored  men  who  expressed  their 
opinion  to  me.    It  was  not  my  own  opinion. 

Question.  What  justification  was  there  for  his  pursuing  the  negro  into  the  woods 
when  he  had  left  the  house  and  ceased  to  disturb  the  meeting  ?  What  pretext  was 
there  for  running  after  him  and  firing  upon  him  ? 

Ansiver.  The  meeting  was  in  a  grove,  not  in  the  house.  In  my  opinion,  I  did  not 
think  there  was  any  pretext,  and  that  in  pursuing  him  he  pursued  him  perhaps  from 
the  excitement  of  the  moment. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  negro  interfered  with  and  interrupted  the 
meeting  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  interrupted  the  speaker  by  replying  to  him  or  saying  that  such 
a  thing  was  not  so. 

Question.  And  that  the  negro  was  drunk  ? 

Answ€7\  Yes,  sir  ;  he  looked  intoxicated. 

Question.  That  the  marshal  attempted  to  prevent  this  interruption,  and  interfered  to 
arrest  the  negro  who  made  the  interruption  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  knocked  him  down,  and  then  pursued  him  and  killed  him  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  the  negro  was  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  some  negroes  say  he  was  a  democrat,  and  I  have  heard  some  say  he 
was  not.     I  am  not  able  to  say  what  he  was ;  I  do  not  know. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question.  Were  there  many  whites  present  at  that  meeting  ? 
Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  suppose  some  twenty-five  or  thirty. 
Question.  Were  they  democrats  ? 
Answer.  About  half  of  them,  I  presume,  were  democrats. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  None  of  them  interrupted  the  meeting,  did  they  ? 

Answei\  No,  sir.  Mr.  Holmes,  John  F.  Holmes,  the  editor  of  a  La  Fayette  paper  at 
the  time,  was  there.  I  invited  him  myself  to  take  a  seat  on  the  speaker's  stand,  which 
he  did.  He  afterward  published  a  piece  giving  a  description  of  the  affair,  in  which 
he  spoke  of  me  as  trying  to  allay  the  difficulty.  He  said  that  I  made  a  strong  effort  to 
allay  and  quiet  the  affair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  What  was  Rapier  saying  at  the  time  he  was  interrupted  ? 
An8we7\  I  don't  remember  positively ;  it  was  upon  general  things.     His  ideas  were 
.general  at  the  time ;  it  was  upon  the  general  policy  of  the  republican  party. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  colored  people  who  were  there  on  the 
ground  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  arrest  of  this  man  was  made  as  a  pretext  for  break- 
ing up  the  meeting  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  opinion  of  many  of  the  colored  men. 

Question.  The  most  of  this  audience  was  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  of  fifteen  hundred  i^resent,  I  do  not  suppose  there  were  over  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  white  persons. 

Question.  They  had  got  together  two  or  three  colored  orators  to  address  them  ? 

Answe}\  Yes,  sir;  Mr.  Rapier,  Mr.  William  V.  Turner,  of  Wetumpka  ;  Major  Norris, 
the  candidate  for  Congress,  was  invited,  and  was  present  and  addressed  them. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Rapier  did  not  speak  long  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  had  not  spoken  more  than  five  or  ten  minutes. 

Question.  There  was  no  other  speaking  until  late  in  the  afternoon,  some  four  or  five 
hours  afterward,  when  Mr.  Turner  made  some  remarks  ? 

Answer.  There  was  no  other  speaking.    That  broke  up  Mr.  Rapier's  speaking. 
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By  Mr,  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  this  woman  Eandall  ? 

Answer,  I  knew  her  some  several  months  before  she  went  to  Fredonia  to  teach 
school. 

Question.  You  say  she  was  the  divorced  wife  of  some  one  ? 

Answer.  Of  Dr.  Randall,  once  grand  master  of  the  lodge — of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of 
the  State  of  Georgia. 

Question.  What  was  her  character  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  against  her  character,  so  far  as  virtue  is  concerned. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  19,  1871. 

JOHN  M.  BUTLER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Will  you  state  your  residence  and  occupation  ? 

Answer.  Tuskegee,  Alabama ;  I  am  a  minister. 

Question.  Of  the  Methodist  Church  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  object  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Butler,  is  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  the 
laws  are  executed  in  Alabama,  and  to  what  extent  life  and  property  are  safe  here. 
We  wish  that  you  would  state  to  the  committee  any  disturbances  that  have  occurred 
in  your  neighborhood,  of  which  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  upon  such 
information  as  you  deem  reliable.  This  investigation  covers  a  space  of  two  or  three 
years,  as  the  occurrences  have  taken  place. 

Answer.  I  have  been  in  Tuskegee  for  goiug  on  six  years.  This  last  gone  June  was  a 
year  ago,  and  the  4th  of  June,  The  first  disturbance  that  I  had  any  particular  knowl- 
edge of  was  the  so-called  riot  of  Mr.  James  H.  Alston. 

Question.  Will  you  give  the  particulars  of  that  affair  ? 

Answer.  They  had  a  meeting  over  to  my  church,  where  they  had  formerly  met,  hav- 
ing nowheres  else,  and  on  that  night  I  was  "not  with  them.  There  was  some  disturbance 
took  place  at  the  church,  and  my  residence  not  being  very  far  from  the  church — I  was 
pastor — it  called  my  attention.  There  was  a  little  disturbance  amoug  the  men  down 
there,  talking  a  little  louder  than  I  thought  was  right.  I  went  down  to  the  church  to 
see  what  was  the  circumstances,  and  I  was  informed  that  it  was  a  little  talk  between 
the  men,  the  parties,  the  colored  men  of  the  church,  and  I  went  back  home.  After 
that  the  meeting  broke  up  and  they  all  retired  home.  I  went  to  bed,  and  in  about  an 
hour,  I  reckon,  after  I  got  to  bed  there  was  an  alarm.  A  little  girl  at  my  door,  from 
Mr.  Alston's  residence,  was  crying  for  help,  that  Mr.  Alston  and  wife  was  shot,  as  I 
could  understand  it.  I  got  up,  but  my  wife  would  not  permit  me  to  go  out.  I  did  not 
know  hardly  what  was  the  matter ;  everything  appeared  to  be  excited  right  then. 
That  excitement  continued  until  day,  after  which  time  it  circulated  around  in  the  sur- 
rounding country.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Alston,  the  colored  people,  of  course,  thought 
that  he  would  be  killed,  and  they  came  to  assist  him,  I  suppose.  They  passed  my 
house  in  squads,  a  good  many  of  his  friends,  and  some  would  speak  a  word  to  me  as 
they  passed  on.  Making  some  little  inquiries  where  they  were  going,  I  learned  that  they 
w^ere  going  to  Mr.  Alston's.  They  had  heard  he  was  murdered,  or  shot,  or  assassinated, 
and  they  were  going  to  protect  him.  That  continued,  and  they  went  to  work  as  best 
they  could,  and,  from  what  I  know,  several  of  the  colored  men  came  down  here,  some 
afoot,  at  night,  to  see  the  governor,  and  I  saw  them  on  their  return. '  They  came  back 
with  advices  that  they  must  try  to  do  the  best  they  could  to  protect  themselves ;  that  they 
had  a  right  to  protect  themselves,  or  something  like  that,  and  they  continued  to  protect 
Mr.  Alston.  The  white  citizens  got  a  little  alarmed  and  they  armed  themselves. 
Everything  was  in  a  roar  of  excitement.  I  tried  to  stay  as  close  as  I  could.  I  did 
not  know  what  would  take  place.  Then  the  governor  came  up.  After  the  governor 
came  up  and  made  a  little  speech — I  did  not  hear  it  at  all,  but  I  saw  what  followed — 
there  was  a  patrol  gotten  up  there  then  of  whites  that  I  cannot  tell  the  number  of 
exactly ;  but  I  never  saw  such  excitement  in  all  my  days  in  time  of  peace.  I  did  not 
know  whether  to  stay  at  home  or  not,  everything  was  so  excited.  The  colored  men 
were  arrested  in  every  direction  and  taken  up,  those  who  knew  anything  and  those 
who  did  not.  I  do  not  know  how  I  escaped;  I  cannot  tell  how  I  did  escape.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  it  anyway,  more  than  I  have  told  you  about.  I  advised  a  little 
as  to  peace.  The  white  friends  then  took  me  in  their  midst  to  try  to  keep  down  what 
they  called  the  riot,  to  advise  the  people  as  to  the  best.  I  did  what  I  could  to  advise 
them  ^^en  I  saw  it  was  necessary,  the  men  who  were  protecting  Mr.  Alston,  as  they 
thought,  to  not  make  any  more  threats  than  they  possibly  could  or  carry  their  arms 
out,  those  that  were  there  to  protect  him.  I  did  what  I  could  in  that  direction.  There 
was  nobody  killed,  except  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alston  were  shot.  -^  ^ 
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Question,  How  many  shots  were  fired  that  night  at  his  house  ? 

Answer.  The  night  they  shot  I  could  not  tell  j  they  just  all  went  off  at  once. 

Question.  How  was  Alston  shot  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Who  fired  the  shot  that  struck  him  ? 

Answer.  There  was  one  shot,  and  then  the  others  fired  afterward,  so  I  was  informed, 
and  they  said  the  firing  was  from  the  outside,  from  white  gentlemen  j  all  the  colored 
people  were  around. 

Question.  Could  you  see  the  party  that  made  the  attack  ? 

Answer.  Noj  sir ;  my  house  was  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  You  are  now  speaking  of  the  subsequent  attack  on  the  church  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  so-called  riot  a  little  over  a  year  ago. 
Question.  Of  the  time  when  Alston  was  shot? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  then  representative  of  the  county. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  How  was  Alston  injured? 

Ansiver.  He  was  shot  in  the  back  as  he  was  sitting  upon  his  bed  smoking  his  cigar. 
He  was  shot  in  his  back  and  the  left  side. 

Question.  Were  the  rest  of  his  family  injured  ? 

Ansivei\  Yes,  sir ;  his  wife  now  has  a  shot  in  the  foot.  She  was  then  in  the  family- 
way,  soon  to  be  delivered.  She  was  lying  in  bed,  talking  with  him.  He  had  just 
undressed  to  go  to  bed. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  cause  was  assigned  for  this  attack  on  his  house  and 
family  ? 

Ansxuer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  stated  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  so  many  different  tales,  I  never  knew  what  to  do  with  any  of 
them. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  formed  an  opinion  in  regard  to  them  ? 

A7iswer.  Well,  no,  sir ;  I  never  have. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  parties  arrested  ? 

A/:Hvcr.  Yes, sir;  some  three  or  four  colored  men,  who  differed  a  little  that  night  in 
their  debates  in  the  meeting. 

Question.  Was  there  an  attack  made  subsequently  to  this  on  the  church  ? 

Answei\  I  will  come  to  this  now.  I  have  got  through  the  other  riot,  with  Alston. 
Now,  the  3d  of  this  month  one  year  ago,  on  Monday,  there  was  speaking  at 
Tuskegee,  Judge  Eice  and  others,  and  all  before  that  up  to  October » there  had 
been  regular  patrol  of  the  white  friends,  after  Alston's  riot,  and  some  of  the 
men  broke  jail  and  they  searched  it,  and  everything  put  together  kept  the  excite- 
ment up  all  the  time.  I  was  perfectly  quiet  in  my  feelings  as  to  the  patrol.  I 
did  not  think  anybody  was  going  to  hurt  me.  I  had  the  regular  official  board 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  the  finances  of  the  church  monthly,  and 
this  board  meeting  was  the  first  Monday  in  each  month,  (Monday  night,)  for  the  pur- 
pose before  stated  ',  and  that  Monday  there  was  a  spirit  such  as  I  did  not  know  among 
the  people.  They  seemed  to  be  mad ;  but  I  did  not  think  anything  about  myself  that 
I  was  in  any  danger  at  all,  (I  was  friendly  to  everybody,)  or  I  should  not  have  met  that 
night.  My  board  came  together  as  usual,  at  the  usual  hour,  Monday  night,  the  3d  of 
October  last,  and  we  went  on  very  well  and  got  nearly  through  with  the  matters  of 
the  meeting,  when  it  was  near  about  11  o'clock,  as  well  a^  I  can  judge,  and  I  had  got 
tired  of  sitting  in  the  chair.  I  was  chairman  of  the  meeting  as  pastor  of  the  church. 
I  had  an  old  man,  a  father  of  the  church  there,  to  come  up,  and  I  gave  him  my  chair 
for  a  few  minutes  and  went  out  for  a  purpose,  and  the  moon  was  shining  dimly.  When 
I  got  to  the  door,  stepping  out  in  the  shade  of  a  little  tree  in  front  of  the  door,  I  dis- 
covered two  men.  They  seemed  to  be  locked  heads,  walking  toward  me  to  the 
church.  I  looked  at  them  and  saw  they  were  white  friends — friends,  as  I  supposed. 
J  did  not  feel  the  least  afraid.  In  a  short  time  after  I  turned  around.  Just  beyond  my 
church  there  is  a  beautiful  grove  of  woods;  school  used  to  be  there.  It  is  just  at 
the  edge  of  the  grove  I  heard  a  horse  snort,  and  I  looked  there  and  I  could  see  any  quan- 
tity of  horses'  feet  and  legs,  but  I  could  not  see  the  bodies;  I  did  not  feel  frightened 
then.  I  turned  around  and  had  one  mind  to  meet  these  gentlemen  coming  toward 
me.  I  thought  it  was  just  the  regular  patrol.  Then  again  I  thought  I  would 
go  in  the  church,  and  I  went  in  the  church  and  went  to  my  seat  and  sat  down. 
By  this  time  they  had  gathered  all  right  around  the  church  as  quick  as  that. 
I^y  men  were  about  eighteen  in  number,  I  think.  The  official  board  consists 
of  about  eighteen  members,  the  class -leaders  and  the  trustees  of  the  church. 
Some  of  them  began  to  get  frightened.  They  heard  the  horses  around  the  church. 
They  got  up  and  commenced  going  to  the  windows,  and  I  said,  "Take  yours  seats; 
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it  is  nobody  but  the  white  brethren ;  nobody  to  harm  yon/^  They  obeyed  me, 
and  some  of  them  went  back  to  their  seats,  and  in  about  one  or  two  minutes 
from  that  time  I  was  advising  a  man  that  passed  his  character  before  me.  I  was  just 
with  his  hand  in  mine.  He  was  just  about  to  go  to  take  his  seat,  and  one  of  the 
disinterested  men,  sitting  off  a  piece,  belonged  to  the  board — he  is  here  in  town  now , 
and  is  shot — Columbus  Mitchell — he  was  going  to  be  reinstated  that  night,  for  he 
had  been  turned  out  of  the  church,  and  he  was  sitting  off  a  little.  He  had  the  priv- 
ilege to  walk  to  the  door,  and  he  walked  to  the  door.  About  the  time  I  let  the  man's 
hand  go  the  firing  come  at  the  door — a  pistol  fired.  When  that  pistol  fired  at  that  door 
all  the  excitement  in  the  world  was  squandering  my  men  in  the  church.  The  men  en- 
tered, and  I  couldhardly  have  a  chance  to  see ;  but  I  saw  one  man  enter  and  he  began  shoot- 
ing right  away.  1  fell  over  my  seat  and  went  under  my  pulpit ;  fortunately  it  had  a  hole 
underneath.  One  of  the  men  inside  of  the  altar  says,  ^'  Elder,  what  shall  I  do  V  And  another 
says  to  me,  "  Get  under  the  pulpit,"  and  I  got  under  the  pulpit,  and  there  was  about  three 
of  us  got  under  there,  and  then  there  was  such  firing  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  whole 
world  was  turned  loose ;  such  shooting  of  guns  and  firing,  I  reckon,  I  never  heard  as 
there  was  for  three  or  four  seconds ;  it  was  as  fast  as  I  ever  heard.  During  this  time 
they  shot  and  wounded  five,  killing  two.  They  killed  one  instantly ;  at  least  he  died 
that  night.  When  we  found  him  he  was  dead.  The  other  one  died  about  three  days 
afterward.  While  I  was  lying  under  the  pulpit  and  flinching  from  being  shot,  if  I 
wrould  try  to  see,  and  thought  to  save  my  head,  I  would  stick  it  out  and  down  it  would 
go.  The  church  altar  has  a  kind  of  bench  with  a  box  so  you  can  get  into  it.  One 
fellow  went  in  there.  He  did  not  know  I  was  there.  I  saw  the  danger  and  I  said, 
^'Out  the  light."  This  fellow  found  out  where  I  was  and  tried  to  get  under  there.  I 
scolded  him,  and  he  obeyed  me  when  I  gaid'^'  Out  the  light,"  and  raised  up  then  and 
catched  the  light.  There  was  only  one  light  on  the  altar  and  he  raised  uj)  and  catched 
it  and  blowed  the  light  out.  If  he  had  not  done  that  we  would  have  been  every  one 
killed.  Then  the  firing  ceased  and  one  of  those  men  called,  ^'  Mount  your  horses,  men," 
and  they  mounted  and  left,  and  I  was  glad  to  hear  it.  My  wife  and  nine  or  ten  that 
lived  right  around  the  church  heard  this,  and  of  all  the  squealing  you  ever  heard  in 
the  world  that  was  the  worst.  I  crawled  out  from  under  the  altar  then.  The  secre- 
tary was  gone  from  the  table,  and  all  the  papers  and  all  the  church  money,  which  was 
about  $40,  was  lying  there  in  the  dark.  I  found  that  and  all  the  papers,  and  got 
everything  in  my  arms,  and  slipped  to  the  door  and  got  out  and  got  away  to  my  house. 

Question,  How  many  men  do  you  think  were  in  the  company  that  made  this  assault 
at  that  time  ? 

Answer,  I  could  not  tell;  I  could  not  make  a  near  guess,  there  looked  to  be  so  many. 
It  looked  ]ike  there  were  twelve  or  fifteen  horses,  and  1  saw  these  two  men  afoot. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  many  shots  were  fired  ? 

Aiwwer.  I  could  not  tell  you  exactly.  I  counted  afterward  in  the  church,  and  I  could 
see  the  marks  of,  I  think,  between  twelve  and  fifteen.    They  are  there  now. 

Question.  Did  you  see  one  man  enter  the  door  of  the  church  ? 

Anstver.  I  saw  that  man  myself. 

Question.  Did  you  recognize  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  stranger  to  you  ? 

Answer.  He  might  not  have  been,  but  I  hadn't  time  to  know  him.  As  soon  as  I  saw 
his  face  I  turned  over. 

Question.  Was  he  a  white  man  or  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  white  man ;  he  had  a  white  face ;  I  saw  that  plainly. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  this  party  were  disguised  ? 

Ansiver.  There  was  a  mask  found  at  the  church  the  next  day ;  some  one  found  it. 

Question.  Supposed  to  have  been  dropped  there  that  night  ? 

Answer.  They  supposed  so  ;  they  never  made  any  particular  inquiries  about  that. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  who  was  killed  ? 

Ansiver.  Andrew  Geary,  one  of  my  class -leaders.  He  was  class-leader  No.  6,  and  a 
splendid  wheelwright. 

Question.  What  were  the  names  of  those  wounded? 

Answer.  The  other  one  that  died  was  Abram  Moss. 

Question.  You  say  one  man  that  was  wounded  is  here  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  has  a  ball  in  him  now.  His  name  is  Columbus  Mitchell. 
The  other  one  was  shot  through  the  arm  ;  that  was  Felix  Wright.  Another  was  Adam 
Goshe  ;  he  was  wounded. 

Question.  Were  any  of  these  parties  who  made  the  assault  arrested  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  one. 

Questioi^.  Do  you  think  that  these  men  were  the  men  who  came  from  Hunnicutt  to 
attend  the  public  meeting  that  day  at  the  court-house  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Question.  Some  witnesses  have  thought  that  colored  parties  from  Hunnicutt,  who 

were  in  favor  of  the  nominees  who  were  nominated  at  Hunnicutt,  came  up  to  the  pub- 
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lie  meeting  at  Tuskegee,  and  that  at  Tuskegee  otlier  parties  were  nominated,  and  that 
on  that  account  the  Hunnicutt  people  were  offended  and  made  this  assault. 

Answer.  That  is  a  wide  mistake.  I  have  had  a  private  interview  with  prominent  gen- 
tlemen of  the  town  since,  and  they  told  me  the  general  opinion  of  the  citizens. 
They  told  me  this,  but  they  did  not  "care  about  their  names  being  mentioned.  -They 
told  me  they  were  rightly  informed  that  day  by  some  mean  persons  that  there  was 
going  to  be  a  League  meeting  held  over  at  the  church  that  night ;  that  this  man  Alston, 
from  Montgomery,  would  be  there.  Alston  was  here  then,  you  see.  He  had  left  Tus- 
kegee and  come  down  here ;  he  had  had  to  run  off.  They  had  been  going  on  and  ar- 
resting men  during  that  proceeding  on  the  riot,  and  were  going  to  arrest  him,  and  he 
in  his  aiMictions  got  away  from  there. 

Question.  They  supposed  he  was  coming  back  to  hold  a  meeting  that  night  in  the 
church  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  informed  me  that,  that  he  would  be  there  in  that  church  that 
night.  That  is  what  I  was  informed,  and  for  that  purpose ;  they  knew  nothing  of  my 
ofiicial  church  meeting.  This  was  the  opinion  of  good  friends.  They  supposed  that  if 
they  had  known  that  my  meeting  was  such,  the  shooting  would  not  have  been.  That 
was  the  opinion  of  good  white  friends. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  these  patrols.  You  say  the  patrol  company  was  organized 
in  June  ? 

Answer.  Yes, sir. 

Question.  And  it  was  continued  until  November  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    They  Avere  out  at  any  time  riding  :  they  always  had  the  i)osts. 

Question.  Did  they  go  riding  through  the  county  preceding  the  election  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did  not  meet  them  much ;  I  was  on  my  mission  a  good  deal;  but  still  I 
only  knew  them  about  town,  and  three  or  four  or  live  miles  distant. 

QMest'mi.  You  spoke  about  some  persons  being  arrested  at  the  time  of  this  riot ;  who 
WGT'd  they  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  call  all  the  names  ;  there  was  a  great  many.  They  were  sent  to  the 
chain-gang  to  the  xailroad. 

Question.  They  arrested  people  who  came  in  from  the  country  around  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Sux^posed  to  be  leaders  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  What  was  done  with  them  ? 

Answer.  They  were  convicted. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  tell  you  exactly  the  number ;  it  was  a  good  many. 

Question.  What  was  clone  with  them  ? 

Answer.  They  Avere  carried  off  to  the  railroad. 

Question.  They  had  to  work  out  their  fines  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  some  of  them  have  just  got  out  lately. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  were  let  off'  on  the  pledge  that  they  would  leave 
the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  exactly  how  many,  but  two  to  my  knowledge ;  Henry  Cook,  that 
was  cleared  with  the  pledge  that  he  would  leave  the  county,  was  one. 

Question.  Henry  Cook  had  been  quite  a  prominent  man  there  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  one  who  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature — for  the  nomination  at 
the  convention  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  he  was ;  Henry  St.  Clair  was.  Henry  Cook  was  a  lead- 
ing man  of  the  colored  people  there. 

Question.  But  the  men  who  were  arrested  for  firing  upon  Alston's  house  were  ac- 
quitted ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  arrested  and  all  proved  clear ;  at  least  they  are  out  there 
now. 

Question.  They  stiU  remain  in  the  county  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Some  are  out  on  bond,  and  some  have  been  cleared  ? 

Arisicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  disturbances  in  that  county  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  particularly  of  any  others  than  those  two  I  spoke  of  that  I 
know  of.   There  are  others,  but  I  do  not  know  the  particulars. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  others  ? 

Ansuwr.  I  could  not  turn  in  my  mind  right  away  to  others. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  schools  being  broken  up  in  the  county,  or  any  school- 
houses  being  burned  1 
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Answer.  I  had  two  churches  burned.  One  of  them  was  burned,  but  I  could  not  say 
how  that  was  burned.   There  was  two  parties.   A  gentleman  wanted* to  teach. 

Question.  Which  one  was  that  ? 

Answer.  The  one  down  at  Franklin.  We  could  not  tell  exactly  how  that  got  burned 
down.  Two  young  men  wanted  the  school,  and  they  were  running  against  each  other, 
and  we  didn't  know  how  the  thing  happened.  One  gained  it,  and  before  he  got  into 
it,  to  teaching,  it  burned  up. 

Question.  How  was  the  teacher  employed  ? 

Answer.  Well,  independent.  I  believe  it  was  for  an  independent  school.  I  can't  say 
particularly  now ;  I  think  it  was  an  independent  school. 

Question.  What  was  the  other  instance  f 

Answer.  That  was  directly  after  the  shooting  in  my  church.  The  church  was  shot 
into  on  Monday  night.  Monday  was  the  3d,  and  about  the  6tli  of  that  month  I  got 
news  of  the  burning  of  that  church  of  mine,  just  below  me.  It  seems  that  the  same 
parties  burned  it.    I  never  got  the  news  until  afterward. 

Question.  Was  it  burned  the  same  night  ? 

AnswefT.  Yes,  sir ;  it  seemed  that  they  went  on  down  that  way,  and  didn't  turn  back 
into  town. 

Question.  Your  impression  is  that  it  was  burned  on  the  same  night  of  the  firing  at 
the  church  ? 

Aywwer.  I  cannot  tell  exactly  the  night. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  church  was  that  ? 

Answer.  The  Sweet  Gum  church  on  the  Zion  road,  ten  miles  from  Tuskegee ;  also  a 
large  shed  that  I  kept  as  a  church.  The  property  did  not  belong  to  me  or  the  colored 
people.    The  Warrior  Stand,  it  was  burned ;  that  was  some  time  before  that. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  who  that  was  burned  by  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  never  got  the  particulars  about  that. 

Question.  Was  it  burned  in  the  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  this  was  done  last  year. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Judge  Dougherty  was  shot  at  in  that  county  ? 

A7isivei\  Yes,  sir.  I  don't  remember  the  time  he  was  shot  at,  but  it  was  on  leaving 
Chehaw  he  was  shot. 

Question.  You  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  Macon  County  ? 

Amwer.  Pretty  well. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  county,  do  you  think  that  republicans  are  safe 
there  in  advocating  their  sentiments  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  if  I  were  to  speak  freely,  I  would  say  not  at  this  time. 

Question.  Are  republicans  free  there  to  vote  in  accordance  with  their  wishes  without 
any  intimidation  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  are. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  w^as  any  intimidation  used  at  the  last  fetate  election 
held  last  fall  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  particularly. 

Question.  What  would  be  the  effect  of  these  raids,  and  the  fact  that  these  patrols 
were  going  over  the  county;  would  it  not  have  a  tendency  to  keep  a  great  many  col- 
ored i)eople  away  from  the  polls  ? 

Answer.  I  have  a  very  large  district.  I  go  over  a  good  portion  of  the  county.  There 
are  some  twenty-six  churches  in  my  district ;  and  since  last  June  a  year  ago  there  has 
been  quite  a  change  in  my  people.  What  little  conversation  I  had  with  them  showed 
quite  a  change  in  them. 

Question.  They  seem  more  timid,  do  they  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  a  great  many  are  leaving  the  county,  or  speaking  of  leav- 
ing it. 

Question.  Leaving  because  of  the  unsettled  feeling  they  have,  and  the  insecurity 
there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  find  much  opposition  to  the  education  of  your  race  in  your  county 
now  ? 

Answer.  Not  much  now. 

Question.  That  has  diminished  very  much  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  spoke  of  several  people  who  were  arrested  and  convicted  and  carried 
off  to  the  railroad,  and  made  to  work  out  their  fines ;  on  what  charge  were  they  ar- 
rested ?  ^ 
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Answer.  The  charge  of  that  riot. 

Question,  At  Alston's  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  all  colored  people  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  all  colored  people. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  investigation  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  go  into  the  court-house  either  time ;  I  kept  close  about 
my  own  house.    I  was  very  much  alarmed. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  the  testimony  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did  not  hear  the  testimony  of  either  party. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  who  made  that  attack  upon  Alston^s  house  ? 

Answer.  Well,  judge,  I  could  not  say ;  I  hardly  have  an  opinion  about  it. 

"Question.  Do  you  believe  it  was  made  by  the  colored  people,  or  by  the  white  people  ? 

Answer.  It  is  mightily  mixed  up,  sir ;  I  cannot  tell.    Alston  had  so  many  enemies. 

Question.  Enemies  among  his  own  people  ? 

Answer.  Some  among  his  own  and  a  great  many  among  the  whites.  He  is  very  free- 
spoken,  and  always  speaks  his  mind  upon  everything,  and  it  caused  him  to  have  a 
great  many  enemies. 

Question.  Was  he  particularly  obnoxious  to  the  white  people  on  account  of  the  influ- 
ence which  he  exerted  over  the  minds  of  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  could  not  say,  judge,  particularly;  he  was  a  straight,  go -forward 
kind  of  a  man. 

Question.  Was  he  representative  at  that  time  from  Macon  County  in  the  State  legis- 
lature ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  democrats  very  much  opposed  to  him  on  that  account  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  there  any  white  iDcople  arrested  and  punished  for  that  attack  ? 

Answer.  None  as  I  know  of,  sir. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  been  arrested  for  firing  upon  your  people  that  night  at 
t*ie  colored  church  ? 

Answer.  There  has  been  no  man  ever  arrested  yet. 

■Question.  What  efforts  were  made  by  the  community  to  discover  who  had  committed 
this  outrage  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  but  very  little  effort  made ;  they  said  they  could  not  discover 
anything.    They  held  an  inquest  over  the  body  of  that  dead  man  the  next  morning. 

Question.  Did  the  coroner  examine  witnesses  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  a  little  j  most  of  the  men  who  were  present  in  the  church  at  the 
shooting. 

Question,  Did  the  matter  drop  there ;  was  there  no  further  effort  made  after  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  coroner  to  discover  the  authors  of  this  mischief? 

Answer.  Very  little,  sir.  The  day  I  was  going  to  bury  this  man,  General  Battle  and 
some  other  gentlemen  with  him  in  company  met  me  on  the  street  as  I  started  to  the 
grave-yard,  and  offered  me  any  assistance  I  wished  in  the  world.  They  would  give  me 
aid,  they  said. 

Question.  Is  General  Battle  a  leading  democrat  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  was  at  the  head  of  that  patrol  squad ;  he  had  that  post. 

Question.  You  say  that  patrol  was  continued  until  November  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  it  was  dispersed  at  all ;  it  was  ready  at  any  moment.  I 
could  meet  up  with  men  at  any  time  that  belonged  to  it. 

Question.  Did  they  ride  at  night,  or  during  the  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  principally  rode  at  night. 

Question.  How  strong  a  force  had  they  ? 

Answer.  At  first  I  think  it  was  about  forty  strong. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  anything  they  did  in  these  various  ridings ;  did  they  make 
any  arrests  '-^ 

Answer.  They  arrested  these  men  I  told  you  of  that  were  carried  to  the  chain-gangs. 
They  made  nearly  all  those  arrests. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Those  arrests  were  made  of  parties  that  came  in  to  defend  Alston  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  These  men  who  were  arrested  and  convicted  were  not  there  at  all  when  the 
house  was  tired  upon  ? 
dnswer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.    They  only  came  in,  and  were  arrested. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  After  the  fight  ? 

Hosted  by  Google 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  109  7 


answer,  les,  sir. 

Question.  Those  who  came  in  to  protect  Alston  were  arrested  for  inciting  a  riot,  and 
led  upon  that  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


By  the  Chaieman  : 

Question.  How  many  do  you  think  were  convicted  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  I  cannot  turn  to  the  number  right  now  in  my  mind, 
but  there  were  a  good  many.  Afterwards,  just  wherever  they  could  hear  of  a  leading 
colored  man,  whether  he  was  there  or  not,  they  took  him  up.  There  are  no  leading 
colored  men,  principally,  about  there  now. 

Question.  They  have  left  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  principally  all  the  leading  colored  men  have  left — those  of  the  most 
account. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  that  was  the  effect  that  they  intended  to  produce 
upon  the  colored  people,  to  drive  them  from  the  county  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  that  was  it  at  all,  to  drive  them  from  the  county. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  was  their  intention  to  drive  them  from  the  polls,  and  pre- 
vent them  from  expressing  their  political  sentiments  at  the  elections  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  opinion. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Were  not  the  men  who  were  arrested  on  the  charge  of  attempting  to  assas- 
sinate Alston  arrested  upon  his  own  affidavit  ? 

A^istver.  I  cannot  say  but  what  they  were.  I  was  not  present  when  they  were  arrested 
even.  I  didn't  go  over  at  all.  The  judge  and  sheriff,  I  learned,  visited  his  room  the 
next  morning,  and  it  must  be  on  affidavit.  They  made  him  make  an  affidavit  in  some 
w^ay  or  other. 

Question.  He  then  must  have  believed  that  those  were  the  parties  who  made  the 
attack  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  his  belief  that  they  were  engaged  in  it,  I  suppose. 

Question.  That  was  his  belief  unquestionably,  if  he  made  affidavit  to  that  effect  and 
caused  the  arrest  of  these  men  ? 

A^isiver.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  found  the  next  day  a  little  distance  from  his  gate  in  an- 
other lot,  not  altogether  opposite  to  his — there  is  a  vacant  lot  in  front  of  his,  but  a  little 
distance  beyond  is  a  lot  inclosed,  and  briers  and  grass  inside  the  fence,  and  there  the 
grass  was  mashed  down  Avhere  the  parties  were  waiting,  and  there  were  the  signs  where 
it  seems  they  were  in  liquor.    That  sign  remained  there  for  several  days. 

Question.  The  men  who  came  in  to  protect  Alston  came  on  his  invitation,  did  they 
not? 

Ansiver.  I  think  they  did,  sir. 

Question.  He  sent  out  for  them  generally  ? 

Answer.  As  soon  as  they  heard  of  it  they  came  to  his  assistance,  whether  he  sent  for 
them  or  not.    I  cannot  say  that  he  sent  for  them  particularly,  because  I  don't  know. 

Question.  You  think  so,  though  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  the  belief  of  all  these  men  that  these  parties  who  were  arrested 
upon  the  affidavit  of  Alston  were  guilty  of  a  crime  ? 

A7isw&i\  I  think,  sir,  they  believed  it. 

Question.  And  there  was  apprehension  that  they  would  inflict  punishment  upon  them ; 
that  they  would  deal  with  these  negroes  who  were  arrested  without  giving  them  a 
chance  for  trial  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  was  the  cause  of  the  riot,  as  I  understand  ? 

Answer.  It  might  have  been  the  cause,  sir. 

Question.  I  understand  that  General  Battle  after  the  governor  came  up  there  was 
appointed  by  the  governor  to  take  charge  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  something  that  way. 

Question.  Governor  Smith  appointed  General  Battle  to  take  charge  of  this  patrol  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  force. 

Question.  And  to  prevent  any  riot,  and  to  arrest  those  who  were  threatening  riot? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Alston  was  fired  upon  afterward  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  afterward. 

Question.  He  represents  to  the  committee  that  immediately  after  this  aiitack  a  guard 
was  placed  at  this  house  to  defend  it,  and  that  he  was  fired  upon  subsequently  I 

4wsifer.#That  is  the  same  firing  that  I  spoke  of,  where  some  men  fired  from  the  out- 
side, and  then,  I  think,  fired  in  the  inside  from  the  colored  men,  apparently,  protecting 
him.  That  is  the  firing  I  spoke  of.  I  was  not  up  there.  He  claimed  that  that  was 
fired  on  him  ;  that  they  wanted  to  kill  him  any  way,  and  that  they  would  have  done  so. 

Question.  Did  General  Battle,  when  your  church  was  fired  uporj^^j^^J.  ^^^'^JjJ  ^C 
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Answer.  The  next  day  he  did.  However,  he  came  up  just  about  the  time  I  was  start- 
ing off  with  the  corpse  to  the  grave-yard,  and  in  an  exciting  way  called  my  attention. 
He  told  me  if  I  needed  any  assistance  in  the  world  he  would  give  it  to  me. 

Question.  Did  he  ask  you  if  you  knew  who  had  committed  the  crime  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  asked  me  that 

Question.  He  asked  you  for  the  particulars  of  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question  He  expressed  anxiety  to  find  out  about  it  ? 

Answer.  Apparently  he  did. 

Question.  And  he  assured  you  that  he  would  arrest  the  parties  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  his  pledge  to  me. 

Question.  Were  you  able  to  point  out  anybody  to  him  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not. 

Questioyi.  You  do  not  know  any  of  the  party  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  recognized,  apparently  to  me — but  a  good  many  lawyers 
always  got  me  out  of  that — I  reco  gnized  the  voices  of  some  gentlemen  on  the  outside 
when  they  were  talking.  The  tone  I  knew  I  had  heard  before,  but  I  could  not  locate 
the  man ;  I  could  not  say  who  he  was  ;  but  I  knew  the  voice.  In  the  time  of  excite- 
ment it  all  went  away  with  me. 

Question.  You  had  a  strong  impression  that  you  recognized  the  tone  of  the  voice  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  you  could  not  locate  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  could  not  locate  it ;  the  gentlemen,  you  know,  were  hallooing  in 
the  time  of  shooting  and  cursing  and  sweariug,  and  hallooing,  and  calling  every  one, 
and  going  on  so. 

Question.  Was  there  a  letter  found  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  it  for  ? 

Answer.  The  very  day  I  was  carrying  that  man  to  the  grave-yard  there  was  picked 
up  a  letter ;  I  don^t  remember  now  whether  I  picked  it  up  myself  or  some  one  else ;  I 
won't  say  for  certain  but  what  I  picked  it  up  myself;  and  there  was  a  flask  found  up 
not  far  from  this  cork.  This  paper  was  rolled  up  in  a  cork  for  a  flask  of  whisky;  I 
think  1  x)icked  it  up ;  I  unfolded  it,  and  it  smelt  of  whisky,  and  it  looked  like  it  might 
be  a  note.  It  was  on  good  paper,  and  I  unfolded  it,  not  thinking,  and  found  it  was  a 
note  written  and  signed  on  the  2d  of  October,  on  Sunday,  and  written  to  certain  parties 
in  town.  I  did  not  know  what  to  think.  I  thought  it  might  not  be  of  any  account, 
and  some  one  mentioned  you  had  better  preserve  it,  and  it  was  handed  over  to  some 
friends,  nigh  by,  into  the  yard  of  this  man  Columbus  Mitchell,  who  was  shot,  that  I 
mentioned.    I  handed  it  to  his  wife,  or  some  inmate  of  the  house,  that  kept  it. 

Question.  Why  was  not  that  piece  of  evidence  submitted  to  General  Battle? 

Ansiver,  Well,,  we  never  thought  about  that  at  the  time  he  spoke  to  me.  Afterwards, 
there  was  a  great  fear  in  that  place  of  discovering  anything.  I  believe  if  a  man  that 
was  in  the  church  knew  any  of  the  parties  he  would  not  have  told  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  From  fear  would  he  keep  it  a  secret  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  every  one  seemed  to  be  afraid.  They  were  under  some 
fear.  I  noticed,  the  morning  before  the  jury,  every  man  that  was  brought  up  before 
that  jury  seemed  to  not  have  his  mind  about  him;  he  was  afraid  to  say  (anything;  he 
was  afraid  to  say  really  what  he  thought,  whether  he  knew  it  or  not. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 
Question.  You  are  sx)eaking  now  of  the  coroner's  inquest  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  church  that  morning. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  There  had  been  a  political  meeting  on  the  day  preceding  this  attack  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  public  si^eaking  at  the  court-house. 
Question.  Were  nominations  made  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  there  were  nominations  on  that  day. 
Question.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling  about  it  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  good  deal. 
Question.  It  was  a  meeting  of  freedmen  ? 
Answer.  It  was  in  the  court-house. 
Question.  But  it  was  a  republican  meeting  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  contest  be.tween  candidates  for  the  nomination? 
Answer,  l^es,  sir. 

Question.  By  the  parties  who  had  received  the  nomiuation  at  Hunnicutt,  and  the  other] 
party  ? 
Answer,  Y^'es,  sir.  ^<-^  j 
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Question.  Was  a  great  deal  of  bitter  feeling  expressed  ? 

Answer,  During  the  time  I  remained  in  the  court-house  I  saw  right  smart,  but  after 
Judge  Rice  got  done  speaking  I  went  away.  They  made  the  nomination  after  I  left 
that  day— Monday. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  there  a  good  deal  of  bitterness  while  Judge  Rice  was  speaking? 
Ansivei\  Right  smart.    Some  gentlemen  interfered  with  him  while  he  was  speaking ; 
some  prominent  citizens ;  they  were  friends  of  his. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  note  you  found  in  the  bottle,  written  on  the  2d  of  October; 
do  you  recollect  the  contents  of  that  note? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  think  of  all.    There  w^as  but  little  in  it. 

Question.  Give  the  substance  of  it  so  far  as  you  can. 

Answer.  If  my  mind  serves  me — it  has  been  some  time  since  I  read  the  note,  I  think 
it  was  begging  certain  parties  to  excuse  them.  It  seemed  on  the  face  of  the  note  that 
certain  parties  promised  to  go  with  some  somewhere,  to  some  meeting — some  choir 
meeting,  or  something  of  the  kind,  and  they  begged  to  lie  excused.   I  know  that  was  it. 

Questian.  What  was  the  handwriting — that  of  a  man  or  a  woman? 

Ansiver.  It  appeared  to  be  a  lady's  handwrite  to  me,  if  I  recollect  aright. 

Question.  Who  was  it  addressed  to  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  remember  the  names ;  but  one,  I  think,  was  Bowden,  and  Morrison. 

Question.  Those  were  the  persons  to  whom  the  note  w^as  addressed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  cry  of  the  men  who  entered  your  meeting  that  night,  when 
the  eighteen  leaders  were  assembled ;  state  what  that  cry  was.  What  exclamations  did 
the  men  make  when  they  entered  the  house  and  commenced  firing  their  pistols? 

Answer.  The  first  cry  I  heard  made  at  the  door  was,  "  Stand  back,"  and  the  use  of 
profane  language,  cursing,  "  stand  back."  This  man  Mitchell  got  to  the  door.  Both 
seemed  to  have  catched  the  knob  at  the  same  time,  and  he  opened  it  once  and  shot  him 
right  there,  and  oaths  followed. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  That,  you  say,  was  a  white  man  who  entered  the  door  ? 
A7iswer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  As  the  crowd  rushed  in,  what  outcries  did  they  make  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you  particularly,  because  I  was  so  excited  I  fell. 

Question.  You  said  something  about  some  one  crying  out,  "  Shoot  the  damned 
niggers." 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  "  Shoot  them ;  kill  them  every  one."  That  was  what  the  voices 
said  outside,  too,  that  I  heard.  That  was  one  of  the  times  I  thought  that  my  time  had 
come,  but  I  escaped. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  19, 1871. 

WILSON  WILLIAMS  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.   This  witness  has  been  called  by  the  minority,  and  his  examination 
will  be  conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  State  your  residence. 

Answer.  Opelika,  Lee  County,  Alabama. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  ? 

Answer.  1  have  been  residing  there  since  May,  1869.     I  lived  there,  however,  during 
a  part  of  1865,  but  I  have  been  permanently  residing  there  since  May,  1869. 

Question.  Your  county  adjoins  the  county  of  Russell? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    A  considerable  portion  of  Lee  County  was  taken  from  Russell. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  or  employment  ? 

Answer.  1  am  a  lawyer  by  profession. 

.  Question.  Do  you  know  anything,  sir,  of  an  outrage  said  to  have  taken  place  at  or 
near  a  place  called  Fredonia,  in  Chambers  County  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  outrages  in  your  county  of  late? 

Answer.  Any  time  specified ;  do  you  mean  since  the  county  was  organized  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir ;  recently. 

Answer,  None  that  I  know  of.  r^  T 
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Question.  Has  it  been  entirely  quiet  ? 

Answer.  Our  county  has  been  free  from  disturbance  as  a  general  thing. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  violence  by  any  organized  bands  of  disguised  men  in 
your  county  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of,  and  none  that  I  have  heard  of. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Few  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  he  live  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  He  lives  in  our  town  at  this  time. 

Question.  He  gave  us  an  account  of  an  outrage  committed  upon  him.  Do  you  know 
anything  about  it,  or  have  you  heard  anything  about  it  ? 

Ansivm\  At  what  point  was  he  outraged  ? 

Question.  At  Crawford. 

Answer.  That  is  in  Russell  County.  That  was  after  I  left  Crawford.  I  lived  there 
formerly.  That  was  said  to  have  been  committed  after  I  left  there.  I  know  nothing 
of  it  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  from  information  that  you  deem  reliable  upon  the  sub- 
ject? 

Answer.  The  only  information  I  have  upon  the  subject  is  from  my  father-in-law, 
Judge  Lewis,  who  lived  at  Crawford  at  the  time.  Mr.  Few  was  teaching  a  negro 
school  at  Crawford,  and  on  one  occasion  when  I  visited  my  father-in-law,  at  Crawford, 
he  told  me  that  some  boys  from  about  Crawford  had  disturbed  Mr.  Few ;  that  the 
boys  had  done  so  improperly,  as  he  thought,  and  as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that 
they  had  done  this  thing — what  it  was  I  do  not  know,  nor  did  he  tell  me,  except  that 
:  t  was,  perhaps,  rocking  his  house,  or  something  of  that  sort — the  citizens  expressed 
their  disapprobation  of  that  course  of  conduct  oi  these  young  men  or  boys  who  did 
this  thing.  As  to  what  was  done  I  do  not  know.  That  was  about  the  sum  and  sub- 
stance of  what  he  stated  to  me. 

Question.  Mr.  Few  stated  that  on  the  19th  of  July  they  threw  rocks  into  his  room, 
where  he  slept,  and  afterward  fired  into  the  house.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  there  w^as 
any  firing  of  guns  into  his  house  ? 

Aiiswer.  If  Judge  Lewis  said  there  was  any  firing  I  do  not  remember  it  now. 

Question.  He  said  Judge  Lewis  offered  to  protect  him  by  sleeping  in  his  house  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  father-in-law. 

Question.  What  did  he  complain  of  to  Judge  Lewis  ?  Did  he  ever  complain  of  any- 
body firing  into  the  house  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  recollect.  If  Judge  Lewis  told  me  he  complained  of  that  I  do 
not  remember  it.    As  to  their  rocking  the  house,  I  recollect  that  he  told  me  that. 

Question.  Would  you  have  recollected  about  the  firing  if  he  had  mentioned  it  ? 

Ansiver,  I  reckon  I  would. 

Question.  This  man  lives  now  at  Opelika  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Few  lives  at  the  same  town  I  do— Opelika. 

Question.  He  expressed  the  oj^inion  tbat  the  persons  who  did  this  were  two  Bakers 
and  Lewis,  who  was  the  postmaster,  and  Judge  Waddell's  son.  He  says  they  se- 
creted themselves  about  at  that  time.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  such  circumstance  as 
that? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  know  those  boys  that  he  mentions  there ;  I  am  acquainted  with 
all  of  them.  I  will  state,  in  addition  to  what  I  stated  just  now  about  what  Judge 
Lewis  told  me,  that  it  v/as  not  so  much  to  damage  Mr.  Few  as  to  annoy  him.  Under- 
stand me,  gentlemeh,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it  of  my  own  knowledge,  only 
*what  he  told  me. 

Question.  You  understood  from  him  that  he  got  this  account  from  Few  himself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  his  statement  to  Judge  Lewis,  that  this  w^as  not  so  much  to  injure 
as  to  annoy  him  ? 

Ansiver.  That  Avas  what  I  understood  as  coming  from  Mr.  Lewis,  as  his  opinion ;  not 
that  Mr.  Few  himself  thought  that,  but  that  Judge  Lewis  himself  did  not  think  that 
these  boys  hsid  any  intention  of  hurting  Mr.  Few. 

Question.  He  could  not  have  held  such  an  opinion  if  they  had  fired  a  gun  into  his 
house  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Lewis  said  anything  to  me  about  firing  a 
gun. 

Question.  What  character  does  Mr.  Few  bear  in  your  community  ? 

Answer.  His  general  character  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Ansiver.  He  is  a  man  that  is  quiet,  and  as  a  general  thing  is  a  peaceable  man.  He  is 
SL  man  subject  to  dissipation  a  good  deal. 

Question.  He  says  that  the  hostility  to  him  arose  from  his  keeping  a  colored  school  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  what  gave  rise  to  the  hostility.  If  Mr.  Lewis  told  me,  I  do 
not  remember  it  now.    He  did  teach  a  colored  school  there. 
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Question.  Are  the  people  of  that  part  of  the  country  hostile  to  men  who  teach  colored 
schools  simply  ? 

Ansicer.  I  think  not.  I  have  heard  them  express  themselves  as  being  in  favor  of  col- 
ored schools,  they  being  taken  charge  of  and  conducted  properly.  I  do  not  think  they 
are  hostile  to  a  man  taking  charge  of  colored  schools. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  called  this  witness  from  Opeiika,  as  Mr.  Few  was  called  from  the  same 
place.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  what  Mr.  Few  would  testify  to,  and  I  called  this  gentle- 
man simply  as  a  person  who  would  be  likely  to  know  of  any  occurrences  in  that 
region.  Mr.  Few,  as  it  turns  out,  was  called  to  testify  to  transactions  in  a  different 
part  of  the  country,  and  I  have  not  now  the  opportunity  of  calling  witnesses  upon 
that  transaction  from  the  point  where  he  lives.  I  was  misled  by  his  being  called  from 
Opeiika,  without  knowing  that  he  was  to  testify  as  to  transactions  elsewhere. 

Mr.  Buckley.  Opeiika  is  Mr.  Few's  residence,  as  it  was  given. 

The  Witness.  May  I  make  one  remark,  explanatory  of  why  I  do  not  know  more 
about  the  matter.  I  formerly  lived  at  that  town,  and  married  Judge  Lewis's  daughter, 
and  about  the  last  time  I  visited  him  at  that  place  was  when  he  told  me  about  this 
transaction.  That  is  the  reason  I  do  not  know  more  about  ifc.  I  was  there  only  a  short 
time,  and  all  that  T  know  is  from  hearsay. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qiiestion.  How  far  is  Opeiika  from  Crawford  ? 

Ansiver.  Nineteen  or  twenty  miles,  I  think. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  Mr.  Few  was  engaged  in  teaching  a 
colored  school  in  Russell  County  ? 

Ansiuer.  I  know  that  he  did  have  charge  of  a  colored  school  at  that  place.  I  saw  him 
teaching  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  how  long  he  was  employed  there  in  that  business  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  Mr.  Few  is  regarded  as  a  truthful  man,  is  he  not? 

Ansiver.  I  think  he  is,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  after  this  occurrence  was  it  that  Judge  Lewis  had  this  conversa- 
tion with  you  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  give  you  the  time.  I  do  not  remember  it.  It  would  be  a  mere  sup- 
position, but  I  do  not  suppose  it  was  a  month  afterward.    That  is  mere  guess-work. 

Question.  Have  you  charged  your  memory  specially  with  all  that  Judge  Lewis  said  on 
that  occasion,  or  may  you  not  have  forgotten  some  of  the  particulars  Judge  Lewis 
related  in  regard  to  this  assault  on  Mr.  Few's  house  ? 

Answer.  I  may  have  forgotten  some  of  them. 

Question.  If  Mr.  Few  has  stated  under  oath,  as  a  fact  within  his  own  knowledge,  that 
the  men  or  boys  who  threw  rocks  into  his  house  at  the  same  time  fired  into  it,  you 
would  not  hesitate  to  believe  Mr.  Few  ? 

Answer.  I  would  believe  that  he  thought  they  had  done  so. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  boys  as  being  concerned  in  this  firing.  What  aged  boys  are 
they? 

Ansiver.  Give  me  the  names,  if  you  please. 

Mr.  Blair.  The  two  Bakers;  Lewis,  the  postmaster ;  and  Judge  Waddell's  son. 

The  Chairman.  And  he  remembered  afterward  a  man  named  White. 

Answer.  I  suppose  one  of  the  Bakers  is — you  will  have  to  let  me  infer  which  Baker 
it  was — I  suppose  one  of  the  Bakers,  the  oldest,  is  twenty,  and  the  other  eighteen ; 
Lewis  is  twenty,  and  young  Waddell  is  sixteen  years  old.    These  are  about  their  ages. 

Question.  How  old  is  White  ? 

A7i8iver.  I  do  not  know  his  age.  I  know  White,  but  I  do  not  know  which  White  it 
was  ;  there  are  two  or  three  families  of  Whites  there. 

Question.  You  say  Judge  Lewis  expressed  the  opinion  to  you  thjat  the  intention  of 
these  young  men  was  not  so  much  to  injure  Few  as  to  annoy  him  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  he  expressed  to  me. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  why  they  annoyed  him  ? 

Ansiv&r.  1  do  not  think  he  did,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  that  he  had  offered  protection  to  Few,  offered  to  go  and  stay 
in  his  house  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did,  sir;  I  do  not  know  about  staying  in  his  house,  but  I  think  he 
told  me  he  went  to  Few  and  told  him  that  not  ouly  he,  but  the  balance  of  the  good 
citizens,  would  protect  him,  and  that  he  should  not  be  uneasy  in  consequence  of  the 
conduct  of  these  boys.    That  is  my  recollection  of  what  he  told  me  on  the  subject. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think,  from  the  fact  that  he  offered  protection  to  Few,  that  he 
must  have  considered  that  Few  was  in  some  danger  ? 

Answer.'  Well,  I  hardly  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  Why  should  this  x>rotection  have  been  tendered  upon  his  part,  and  upon  the 
part  of  other  good  citizens  in  that  town,  unless  it  was  needed  in  their  judgment  ? 

Answer.  I  was  going  to  give  a  reason  in  answer  to  the  other  question,  and  that  may 
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explain  it.  That  was  a  smalt  village,  and  it  was  very  essential  to  peace  and  good  order 
that  there  should  be  no  disturbance,  and  he  knew  other  good  citizens  were  willing  to 
frown  down  anything  that  would  make  a  disturbance  in  this  small  village  j  it  was  a> 
very  small  place. 

Question.  Did  you  infer  from  your  conversation  with  him  that  this  attack  was  made 
on  Few^s  house  because  of  his  being  engaged  in  the  business  of  teaching  a  colored 
school  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause,  then  ? 

Answer.  I  think,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  the  cause  was  that  in  addition  to  his  teaching 
that  colored  school,  they  were  opposed  to  the  place  where  it  was  taught.  They  were 
not  so  much  opposed  to  his  teaching  the  colored  school  as  to  his  teaching  it  in  the  hotel, 
which  was  on  the  side  of  the  public  square.  In  addition  to  that,  as  I  have  stated,  Few 
was  a  man  subject  to  dissipation,  and  that  is  the  reason,  I  understood  from  Judge  Lewis, 
why  they  wanted  it  farther  away.  The  court-house  had  been  moved  away  and  the 
hotel  was  on  the  side  of  the  public  square,  and  he  was  occupying  it  and  teaching  the 
negro  school  in  it,  or  had  been.    He  was  living  in  it. 

Question.  Was  dissipation  a  very  rare  vice  in  that  community  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  a  very  common  vice,  was  it  not  ? 

Ansiver.  I  should  say  not.  There  were  some  instances.  You  ask  me  if  dissipation 
was  a  rare  thing ;  I  will  tell  you  it  was  not,  because  there  were  two  or  three  persons 
who  dissipated  a  good  deal,  while  the  balance  were,  as  a  general  thing,  sober  citizens. 

Question.  How  many  groceries  were  in  the  town  ? 

Ansiver.  At  that  time  there  was  one,  and  sometimes  two. 

Question.  In  a  village  of  two  hundred  souls  ? 

Ansiver.  My  reason  for  saying  sometimes  two  is,  there  was  one  sometimes  kept  open 
and  running  and  sometimes  shut  up  ;  and  I  will  say  there  was  one  running  constantly, 
and  at  other  times  another. 

Question.  That  was  in  a  village  of  two  hundred  inhabitants? 

Answer.  Not  so  many  at  that  time.  I  will  say  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred, 
but  not  exceeding  two  hundred. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Few  drink  to  excess  ? 

Ansiver.  He  did.  Now  whether  he  drank  to  excess  right  at  that  time  or  not  I  do  not 
know,  but  he  was  in  the  habit  of  drinking  to  excess  or  had  been  so  before  that,  and  has 
been  since. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  now  of  the  time  when  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  this  col- 
ored school.    Did  he  drink  to  such  excess  as  to  disqualify  him  from  teaching  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know,  because  I  did  not  live  there.  I  speak  generally  of  his  dissipa- 
tion. 

Question.  Did  you  say  this  attack  was  inspired  by  the  fact  that  he  was  a  dissipated 
man  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  say  that  ;  I  only  state  what  I  heard. 

Question,  Do  I  understand  that  that  was  an  element  in  his  offense,  that  he  drank 
liquor  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  to  be  one  of  the  causes,  and  the  other  was  what  I  spoke  of ; 
that  is,  teaching  a  negro  school  on  the  public  square. 

Question.  Were  other  persons  stoned  or  fired  upon  because  they  drank  whisky  in  that 
place  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  one  being  molested  in  that  village  of  Crawford 
from  the  simple  fact  that  he  had  patronized  that  grocery  or  had  drank  too  much  whisky  i 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  is  not  regarded  in  Alabama  as  a  vice  to  be  punished  in  that  way  if  a 
man  gratifies  his  taste  for  ardent  8i)irits  ? 

Answer.  It  is  not  an  offense  that  would  authorize  a  man  to  take  the  law  into  his  own 
hands. 

Question.  You  never  heard  before  of  a  man  in  Alabama  being  stoned  or  fired  upon 
simply  because  he  loved  whisky  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  recollect  of. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  was  the  only  place  in  the  village  which  Mr.  Fev 
could  find  in  which  to  teach  a  colored  school,  and  that  he  had  made  relocated  efforts  t( 
find  a  room  in  other  places,  but  could  not  get  a  room,  and  could  not  even  buy  a  lot  fo 
the  purpose  of  building  a  school-house  there  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  his  concerns.  I  do  not  think  I  heard  anything 
on  that  subject. 

Question,  What  was  there  in  the  location  of  the  school  which  gave  offense  ? 

Answer.  As  I  have  said,  the  hotel  was  on  the  side  of  the  public  square,  the  old  court 
house  in  the  middle.  He  occupied  that  building  as  a  residence,  and  was  teachin 
school  in  it. 
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Question.  Was  there  a  hotel  kept  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  at  that  time. 

Question.  What  was  there  in  the  fact  that  he  occupied  this  building  as  a  residence, 
and  for  teaching  school,  that  should  give  offense? 

Ansiver.  The  public  thoroughfare  ran  along  by  the  hotel  there ;  that  was  the  busi- 
ness part  of  the  town ;  on  the  coroer  of  the  public  square  the  grocery  was  kept. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  it  was  the  i)atron8  of  that  grocery  who  took 
offense  specially  at  this  school  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Well,  there  was  nothing  then  in  the  location  of  the  school-room,  except  the 
fact  that  it  faced  the  court-house  upon  the  public  highway,  and  in  the  neighborhood 
of  this  grocery  ? 

AnswGt\  As  to  the  court-house,  the  records  were  all  removed  from  there ;  but  it  was 
just  there  on  a  i)ublic  thoroughfare,  and  the  people  generally  assembled  about  that 
grocery,  or  somewhere  about  there,  when  the  village  was  assembled  at  all. 

Question.  They  assembled  about  the  grocery  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  this  is  on  week  days. 

Question.  You  mean  to  say  that  it  was  the  most  central  point  in  the  community  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  about  the  only  open  place  of  any  business,  of  any  account. 

Question.  Mr.  Williams,  was  not  the  teaching  of  colored  schools"  in  July,  1869,  odi- 
ous to  that  community  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not,  judge;  that  is,  I  will  state  that  as  my  opinion,  and  as  what  I 
heard  at  the  time,  that  the  teaching  of  colored  schools  was  not  odious  to  the  citi- 
zens. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  condition  of  public  sentiment  now,  but  in  July, 
1869. 

Answer.  I  mean  to  so  answer,  and  I  am  speaking  in  reference  to  that  community. 

Question.  Was  there  not  public  prejudice  against  white  men  teaching  colored  schools 
at  that  time  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Few  regarded  as  a  radical  in  his  political  sentiments  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  at  that  time,  if  I  heard  his  political  sentiments  mentioned,  I  do 
not  remember  it. 

Question.  If  he  were  a  radical  at  that  time,  and  that  fact  was  known  to  the  commu- 
nity, do  you  think  tliat  w^ould  have  been  an  element  in  the  prejudice  existing  ^gainst 
him? 

Answer.  Not  in  the  immediate  community,  I  do  not  think.  I  am  speaking  of  the 
villagers. 

Question.  Were  there  any  radicals  in  the  community  beside  him  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  at  that  time ;  there  had  been,  but  at  that  time  I  do  not  think  there 
were  auy  others. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  from  Judge  Lewis  that  the  garden  palings  were  torn 
down  at  the  same  time  ? 

Answer.  If  he  mentioned  that  fact  I  do  not  remember  it. 

Question.  You  are  a  democrat,  yourself,  Mr.  Williams  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  your  father-in-law.  Judge  Lewis,  is  likewise  a  democrat? 

Answer.  Well,  I  suppose  you  might  say  he  was  a  democrat.  He  was  an  old  whig, 
but  is  acting  in  concert  with  the  democratic  party. 


MoNTGOMEEY,  ALABAMA,  October  19,  1871. 
ROBERT  H.  ABERCROMBIE  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  This  witness  being  called  by  the  minority,  General  Blair  will  con- 
duct the  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Questio7i.  State  your  place  of  residence. 

Answer.  Tuskegee,  Macon  County,  Alabama. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Tuskegee  ? 

Answer.  I  have  lived  in  the  town  of  Tuskegee,  sir,  about  fifteen  years.  I  was  born 
near  the  town  ;  I  have  lived  in  the  county  all  my  life. 

Question.  Practicing  law  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,,  Do  you  remember  an  outbreak  or  disturbance  in  your  town,  in  which  a 
negro  man  named  Alston  was  involved  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  remember  it. 

Qiicstion.  State  the  particulars  of  it  as  far  as  you  know. 
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Answer.  I  remember  that  on  Sunday  morning  after  the  night  of  the  difficulty  on  Sat- 
urday night,  some  negroes  came  into  town  early  in  the  morning,  and  reported  that 
Alston  had  been  shot.  A  number  of  citizens,  with  myself,  went  over  to  Alston's  house 
to  inquire  about  it,  to  learn  who  the  peri>etrator8  were,  and  he  stated  that  he  believed 
them  to  be,  and  was  satisfied  they  were,  several  colored  men.  who  were  in  a  League 
meeting  with  him  the  night  before. 

Question.  Alston  said  so  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  make  any  affidavit  of  these  facts  ? 

Answer.  I  was  going  to  state ;  the  judge  of  probate  court  then  came  over  a  little 
while  afterwards,  and  the  same  statement  was  made  to  him,  and  he  told  him  the  par- 
ties must  be  arrested,  and  to  make  affidavits  of  these  facts,  and  he  made  the  affidavit 
alleging  that  the  perpetrators  were  the  colored  men  whom  he  named  in  the  affidavit, 
and  who  were  afterwards  tried  for  the  offense  on  a  preliminary  investigation. 

Question.  Was  there  any  information  from  Alston  at  that  time,  that  the  attack  was 
made  by  white  men? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  suspicion  of  it  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  he  said  he  was  satisfied  that  they  were  not  white  men  ;  that  they 
were  the  negroes  who  were  in  the  League  meeting  with  him,  and  came  near  raising  a 
difficulty  with  him  about  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  that  had  been  raised  by  the 
League.  There  was  to  be  a  collection  raised,  and  a  question  was  raised  about  the  col- 
lection of  the  funds,  and  these  men  wanted  to  inquire  about  what  had  become  of  the 
funds  already  collected  before,  and  he  told  them  it  was  out  of  order,  or  something  of 
the  sort,  and  that  produced  the  disturbance  in  the  meeting.  They  told  him  they  were 
not  to  be  hushed  uj)  at  his  bid.  He  was  chairman  of  the  meeting,  or  the  president  of 
the  League ;   hence  the  difficulty  in  the  meeting. 

Question.  Was  there  much  violence  in  tliis  altercation  in  the  meeting  ? 

Answer.  He  said  that  there  were  some  guns  brought  into  the  house  by  the  negroes, 
or  probably  one  gun,  I  do  not  remember,  by  members  of  the  League  in  his  party,  to 
preserve  order — by  parties  whom  he  said  were  officers  of  the  League,  to  keep  order,  and 
quiefc  was  restored. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  prosecution  against  these  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  the  negroes  charged  by  Alston  were  discharged  upon  preliminary 
investigation  ;  others  were  bound  over  to  appear  at  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court. 

Question.  Were  they  ever  tried  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  What  was  developed  in  the  preliminary  investigation  upon  which  these 
men  were  held  ? 

Answer.  The  examination  was  a  pretty  lengthy  one  and  consumed  several  days.  A 
great  many  witnesses  were  there,  all  negroes  who  were  at  the  League  meeting  the 
night  before,  and  some  from  town.  The  only  testimony  before  the  court  was  against 
these  colored  men,  those  who  were  bound  over.  Many  negroes  swore  positively  they 
saw  them,  and  after  the  shooting  they  saw  these  negroes  running,  some  with  guns  and 
some  with  pistols,  running  away  from  Alston's  house.  They  were  the  negroes  who  were 
not  discharged ;  they  were  bound  over. 

Question.  Have  they  been  tried  ? 

Answe7\  They  have  never  had  a  final  trial.  There  was  some  arrangement  made  with 
the  solicitor.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  prosecutions  grew  up  immediately  after- 
ward. To  make  it  intelligent  to  you  I  will  state  that  Alston,  when  he  was  shot,  sent 
out  runners  all  over  the  county,  telling  the  negroes  to  come  into  town,  and  hundreds 
of  them  came  in  with  arms  and  staid  about  the  town  for  three  or  four  days,  threat- 
ening to  burn  the  town  and  do  other  violence  to  the  town.  The  leading  parties  who 
had  excited  and  made  up  this  mob  there  that  was  threatening,  and  who  irritated  the 
negroes  to  remain  there,  were  arrested  by  the  sheriif  for  inciting  a  riot.  Some  of  these 
parties  during  the  time  were  tried  before  the  probate  judge,  who  has  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion in  our  county,  and  who  is  a  republican  judge,  and  they  were  convicted.  In  the 
first  trials  there  were  convictions  by  him  of  some  two  or  three  parties,  but  as  there 
were  so  many  other  cases,  prosecutions,  it  was  deemed  best  that  these  convictions  were 
enough  to  set  an  example,  and  the  other  parties  made  application  through  their  attor- 
neys to  have  their  cases  discharged,  and  that  they  would  not  disturb  the  community 
any  more ;  they  would  go  from  that  community  themselves,  and  would  not  disturb  the 
community  any  more,  if  the  prosecutions  would  be  dismissed.  The  solicitor  consulted 
with  the  judge  and  other  parties  about  it,  to  see  whether  to  accept  the  proposition, 
and  did  so,  and  thus  got  rid  of  a  w^holo  mass  of  prosecutions  that  were  pending ;  and 
these  other  cases  were  also  nolle-prossed. 

Question.  The  cases  of  the  men  implicated  by  Alston  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  been  bound  over  on  the  same  terms ;  that  was  my  under 
standing  of  the  disposition  of  all  these  cases. 

Question.  Those  otlScers  were  republicans? 
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Answer.  All  republicans,  sir. 

Question.  The  judge,  sheriff,  and  solicitor  ? 

Anstver-.  I  will  not  say  either  whether  tte  solicitor  is  now  a  republican ;  he  was 
<i]ected  as  a  republican ;  I  do  not  know  ^Vhat  his  politics  are  now.  He  was  elected  at 
an  election  when  there  were  no  democratic  nominees  or  candidates  in  the  county ;  at 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  State  constitution,  I  think,  or  directly  afterward. 

Question.  Subsequent  to  that  there  was  an  attack  upon  a  church  of  the  Kev.  Mr. 
Butler,  a  colored  man;  do  you  know  anything  of  the  circumstances  disclosed? 

Ansicer.  I  know  nothing  except  what  I  heard  from  other  parties. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  talked  with  the  negroes  vfho  were  over  there. 

QuesUo7i.  Who  were  present  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  account  do  they  give  of  that  ? 

Ansiver.  There  were  conflicting  statements  made  by  those  who  wore  present,  and  the 
inferences  or  conclusions  of  those  who  were  present.  A  day  or  two,  or  probably  more 
days,  before,  but  a  very  short  time  before — and  it  could  not  have  been  but  a  few  days- 
there  had  been  a  political  meeting  in  the  town  of  Tuskegee  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering a  nomination  that  had  been  already  made  by  the  republican  party  at  a  place 
called  Hunnicutt.  The  nomination  made  at  Hunnicutt  was  not  satisfactory  to  the 
negroes  in  that  portion  of  the  county  at  Tuskegee.  At  the  meeting  in  Hunnicutt,  Mr. 
Dougherty  was  nominated  as  a  candidate  for  the  legislature.  The  negroes  about  Tus- 
kegee were  very  much  opposed  to  it,  and  held  a  meeting  in  Tuskegee,  for  the  purpose 
of  reconsidering  that  nomination,  and  they  did  so  reconsider  that  nomination,  and 
made  another  nomination.  The  negroes  from  Hunnicutt  were  present,  protesting 
against  a  reconsideration  of  the  nomination,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  feeling  and 
excitement  about  it  among  the  negroes,  and  threats  of  violence,  &c.,  and  the  Hunni- 
eutt  negroes  were  seen  to  purchase  on  that  evening,  after  the  nomination,  and  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  meeting  in  Tuskegee,  powder  and  shot ;  and  a  few  miles  from 
town,  on  the  road  that  leads  froiii  Tuskegee  toward  Hunnicutt,  they  gathered  together; 
they  assembled  and  seemed  to  be  very  much  disturbed,  and  very  angry.  Nothing  more 
was  heard  from  them.  I  am  of  opinion  that  that  was  the  very  evening  of  the  night 
that  this  disturbance  occurred  in  the  churchr— the  evening  of  the  day  on  the  night  of 
which  the  disturbance  occurred  in  the  church. 

Question.  That  is  stated  by  the  other  witnesses,  that  it  was  the  same  night. 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  it  was  upon  reflection.  Some  negroes  who  were  there  in  the 
house  at  this  time  of  this  disturbance  thought  it  was  the  negroes  who  had  become 
dissatisfied,  from  Hunnicutt,  while  others  thought  there  were  some  white  persons. 
There  was  a  conflict  among  the  statements  of  the  negroes  who  were  in  the  house.  A 
majority  of  the  negroes  I  talked  with  thought  they  were  the  negroes  from  Hunnicutt 
who  were  dissatisfied  with  that  nomination  in  town  that  day. 

Question,  Did  you  make  efforts  to  ascertain  from  them  and  others  the  fact  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  went  over  with  other  gentlemen,  the  sheriff  of  the  county  and 
others,  talked  with  them,  and  asked  them  the  names  and  appearance  of  the  individuals 
who  were  there  ;  they  said  they  knew  no  names  at  at  all.  Did  not  tnow  who  they  were. 
They  said  they  were  all  black;  some  thought  the  black  was  assumed,  while  the  majority 
of  them  thought  it  was  not. 

Question.  Was  the  track  of  this  party  followed? 

Answe}\  There  were  horse-tracks  there  and  mule-tracks.  There  were  more  mule- 
tracks  than  horse- tracks  among  the  number  of  tracks  that  led  off  from  the  church,  and 
they  were  said  to  have  been  the  tracks  of  the  animals  ridden  by  the  parties  who  came 
there  that  night.  I  intended  to  have  stated  before  that,  this  party  from  Hunnicutt, 
the  dissatisfied  party,  came  riding  horses  and  mules ;  there  were  but  few  horses 
among  the  animals  they  rode ;  the  majority  of  them  were  mules.  Of  the  tracks  that 
went  off*  from  this  church  the  majority  were  mule-tracks. 

Question.  In  which  directicm  did  they  go  f 

Ansiver.  They  went  off  in  the  direction  of  this  Hunnicutt  country.  We  made  efforts 
to  find  who  they  were.  When  the  circuit  court  sat  afterward  they  had  the  names  of 
all  the  negroes  who  were  there  given  to  the  grand  jury,  and  they  were  all  brought 
before  the  grandjury,  and  during  the  session  of  "the  district  court  here  the  names  were 
given  to  the  officers  here ;  the  witnesses  were  brought  here.  There  was  never  a  true 
fjill  found  against  them  either  in  the  State  court  or  the  United  States  court  here. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Butler,  the  preacher  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him. 

Question.  He  is  a  man  of  good  character? 

Answer.  He  has  that  reputation.  I  am  not  familiar  with  him.  I  know  him.  when  I 
ee  him.    Jle  has  that  reputation  among  his  people,  among  his  color. 

Question  Did  you  converse  with  him  at  the  time  about  this  matter  f 

Answer.  There  were  some  twelve  or  fifteen  negroes  in  a  crowd  ;  he  was  one  of  them. 

70  A  -  T  ' 

Hostea  Dy  'v^jOOQ IC 


1106      CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE    SOUTHERN   STATES. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  had  a  personal  conversation  with  him  directly ;  he  was  in  the 
crowd  of  other  negroes  with  whom  we  were  conversing. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  in  regard  to  an  attack  said  to  have  been  made  upon 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Bill  Dougherty  ? 

Ans^ver,  Nothing  at  all,  sir,  excexjt  what  I  heard  him  say. 

Question.  There  was  a  church  called  the  '^  Sweet-gum  church'^  burned  ;  do  you  know 
who  that  was  burned  by  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not,  sir.  I  know  the  church  very  well ;  I  know  its  location,  know 
where  it  was.  It  was  an  old  church  that  was  occupied  by  what  was  called  the  Hard- 
shell Baptists,  or  Primitive  Baptists,  and  had  been  disused  for  a  good  long  while.  It 
was  on  a  very  lovely  plain,  near  a  creek,  and  had  been  a  camping-ground  for  wagons. 
There  was  no  fence  around  it ;  the  only  use  made  of  it  was  as  a  camping-ground  for 
wagoners,  who  would  sleep  in  the  church  at  night. 

Question,  Was  it  rebuilt  ? 

Answer,  I  do  n®t  know  whether  it  has  been,  sir.  There  was  a  subscription  got  up 
among  the  citizens  for  the  colored  people  there  to  rebuild  it,  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  have  ever  done  so. 

Question.  Was  there  a  committee  raised  of  Mr.  Carlos,  Robert  Johnson,  General  Gunn, 
Thomas  Dryer,  Mr.  Campbell,  Dr.  McMillan,  and  Dr.  Grigg  and  yourself,  to  order  this 
man  Alston  to  leave  the  town  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  such  committee  ? 

Answer.  No  such  committee  organized  and  constituted ;  we  went  to  Alston^s  house 
because  some  of  these  negroes  who  had  been  arrested  stated  that  they  Were  induced  to 
go  up  with  their  guns  because  Alston  thought  his  life  was  in  danger.  We  went  to 
Alston's  house  and  told  Alston  that  he  was  not  in  danger ;  that  if  he  was  the  white 
citizens  of  the  town  would  guard  him,  and  we  would  put  a  guard  around  his  house, 
and  to  tell  his  colored  friends  to  go  home  and  disperse;  that  we  would  guard  him  at 
his  house,  and  we  did  put  a  guard  of  white  citizens  there,  and  the  negroes  did  dis- 
perse. 

Question.  W^as  there  any  attempt  made  to  assassinate  him  after  the  first  attempt? 

Answer.  There  was  no  attemjpt  made  to  assassinate  him.  His  father-in-law  lived  in 
the  same  house  with  him.  His  father-in-law  gave  as  a  reason  why  he  left  that  some- 
body had  told  Alston  that  he  was  going  to  be  arrested  as  an  inciter  of  the  riot,  and 
that  he  left  to  avoid  arrest.    That  was  his  explanation  of  his  leaving. 

Question.  What  was  Alston's  character  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  his  character  was  not  good ;  it  was  very  bad  among  those  who 
knew  him  well.  I  had  known  him  for  a  long  while ;  »I  knew  him  when  he  was  a  slave. 
I  had  charge  of  him  when  a  slave,  and  knew  him  after  his  freedom.  His  character 
was  not  good,  sir  ;  it  was  very  bad. 

Question,  What  was  his  character  for  truth  and  veracity  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  good,  sir ;  he  is  reckless  in  his  statements,  extravagant  in  his 
statements ;  he  mixes  a  good  deal  of  falsehood  with  some  truth. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  Bill  Dougherty  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  is  his  character  in  the  community  where  he  now  lives. 
He  lived,  though,  a  long  while  in  Tuskegee,  until  about  two  years  ago.  His  character 
was  very  bad  while  he  lived  there — very  bad,  from  a  boy  up  to  his  present  age ;  that 
is,  the  age  he  was  when  he  left  there. 

Question,  What  was  his  character,  among  those  who  knew  him,  for  truth  and  veracity 
in  the  community  in  which  he  then  lived  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  an  expression  about  his  truth  and 
veracity.  He  was  a  man  of  notorious  bad  character  generally — notorious  bad  char- 
acter, but  in  regard  to  any  specific  expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to  his  character  for 
truth  and  veracity,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  it  questioned.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  ever  heard  of  his  being  a  witness,  and  hearing  that  matter  discussed. 

Question.  He  was  indicted,  was  he  not,  for  some  crime  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,*  he  has  been  indicted  several  times. 

Question.  Was  he  indicted  for  murder? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  indicted  and  tried  for  murder. 

Question.  What  was  the  plea  interposed  ? 

Answe7\  Insanity. 

Question.  What  was  the  proof  ? 

Answer.  Insanity  from  drunkenness.  The  proof  was  that  he  had  been  drunk  for 
some  two  or  three  weeks  before  that — in  a  confused  state  of  intoxication  for  two  or 
three  weeks  before  the  crime  or  offense  with  which  he  was  charged  was  committed. 

Question.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  trial  ? 

Answer.  I  was  present  during  the  trial. 

Question.  He  alleged  that  he  proved  on  the  trial  that  he  had  taken  a  large  dose  of 
^n^rphine,  and  that  that  was  the  immediate  cause  of  his  insanity.  Was  there  any  such 
,pi?)of? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  sucli  proof,  sir;  it  maybe  possible.  A  physician  was 
introduced  to  prove  the  effect  of  long  intoxication  upon  the  mind.  I  do  not  remember 
that  there  was  any  proof  as  to  the  administering  any  morphine,  sir ;  if  there  was,  I  do 
not  remember  it.  I  am  satisfied,  however,  that  that  was  not  the  plea— that  that  was 
not  the  defense,  that  it  was  morphine ;  but  the  defense  was  insanity  from  long-con- 
tinued intoxication — drunkenness. 

Question.  Was  ho  acquitted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  discharged  on  that  plea. 

Question.  What  other  crime  was  he  indicted  for  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  tell  you ;  he  has  been  before  the  courts  there  so  often, 
before  the  town  courts  and  the  circuit  courts,  that  I  cannot  remember  what  other 
charges  have  been  preferred ;  various  charges,  though,  of  violence — I  declare  I  do  not 
remember — in  the  town  courts.  In  the  council  courts,  it  was  for  living  in  adultery 
with  negro  women.  Such  charges  were  preferred  there,  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  was  ever  an  indictment  in  the  circuit  courfcs. 

Question.  What  was  the  charge  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  was  living  in  adultery  with  lewd  women ;  they  were  colored 
women. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  speak  of  Mr.  Doughertv's  character  at  the  present  time,  or  in  the 
past  ? 

Ansiver.  In  the  past,  I  say  ;  the  last  year  and  a  half  or  two  years  it  has  beeu  since  he 
left  our  town. 

Question.  Is  not  he  a  correct  and  sober  man  at  this  time? 

Ansiver.  If  he  is  he  has  commenced  it  in  the  last  three  or  four  months ;  I  saw  him 
beastly  drunk  within  three  or  four  months,  within  the  summer  j)ast. 

Question.  Does  his  bad  character  grow  principally  from  the  fact  of  his  being  a  dissi- 
pated man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  he  has  a  general  bad  character ;  specify  in  what  respects  it  is  bad. 

Ansiver.  It  would  be  difficult  to  commence.  I  will  state  some  facts  or  circum- 
stances. He  is  a  very  violent  man  whenever  he  has  the  advantage  of  another,  and  a 
very  powerful  man  in  his  chest.  He  is  deformed  ;  his  legs  are  somewhat  deformed,  and 
he  gets  about  badly  on  that  acconnt.  He  was  indulged  when  a  boy  very  much  and 
his  violince  winked  at  until  it  grew  to  such  a  habit  with  him  that  it  formed  a  part  of 
his  character.  He  was  a  very  obscene  and  profane  man,  and  would  sometimes  go  and 
join  the  church,  and  profess  the  most  devout  piety,  and  become  remarkable  for  it,  and 
laugh  at  it  afterward  and  say  it  was  all  a  joke,  and  go  on  the  streets  and  swear  that  he 
believed  the  Virgin  Mary  was  a  whore  and  Jesus  Christ  a  bastard,  and  talked  it  out 
publicly  in  the  streets  among  citizens,  and  was  guilty  of  a  great  many  acts,  I  cannot 
tell  you  what,  but  violations  of  decency,  law,  and  order.  He  was  considered  in  the 
town  a  very  dangerous  man,  and  a  very  bad  man  ;  his  father  before  he  died  could  not 
control  him,  and  ceased  to  attempt  to  control  him. 

Question.  But  you  never  heard  his  character  for  truth  called  in  question  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  have  heard  it  called  in  question.  I  do  not  re- 
member his  ever  having  been  a  witness  in  any  case.  I  do  not  remember  any  circum- 
stances calling  it  in  question  at  all. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  man  would  you  hesitate  to  believe  him  when 
testifying  to  any  matter  in  which  he  had  no  personal  interest ;  would  you  hesitate  to 
believe  him  when  testifying  under  oath  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  whenever  any  man  has  established  a  notorious  bad  character  for 
anything  affecting  his  general  character  I  could  not  believe  him  whether  his  veracity 
was  questioned  or  not.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Dougherty  I  do  not  know— I  will  make  the 
general  remark,  however,  that  I  would  believe  no  man  who  had  established  so  bad  a 
character  as  Mr.  Oougherty  had  in  the  community. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  his  being  before  the  courts  frequently ;  was  he  ever  convicted 
of  any  crime.? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  he  used  to  be  confined  frequently  before  the  town  courts.  I  do 
not  know  that  he  was  convicted  in  the  circuit  court;  his  father  used  to  be  the  judge 
there  ;  his  father  used  frequently  to  send  him  to  jail,  imprison  him. 

Question.  These  convictions  were  for  mere  misdemeanors  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  before  the  town  courts.  As  another  evidence  of  his  bad  character,  I 
have  heard  him  curse  his  father  very  bitterly  for  sending  him  to  jail.  His  father  was 
judge  of  the  circuit  court  there  for  a  number  of  years  before  his  death. 

Question.  Alston,  I  suppose,  rendered  himself  very  obnoxious  to  the  white  people  up 
in  that  lection  of  country  on  account  of  the  influence  he  exerted  over  the  colored  j^eo- 
pls,  and  the  zeal  he  manifested  in  the  republican  cause,  did  he  not  ?  ^       ^ 

Answer.  Whenever  that  influence  was  exerted  badly,  exerted  to  incite  riots,  or  to  ex- 
cite ill-will  to  the  whites :  but  so  long  as  he  exerted  himself  simply  to  increase  his 
party's  strength  in  a  legitimate  way,  there  was  no  prejudice  ag«in®t))Mst©HK>'Xi^ 
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Question.  What  riot  did  ho  incite  ? 

Answer,  The  one  I  have  Just  spoken  of. 

Question,  Were  any  previous  riots  ever  incited  hy  him  ? 

Answer,  He  has  incited  gatherings  at  the  hotel ;  expressions  wore  used  and  inflam- 
matory speeches  made  by  him. 

Question.  Any  subsequent  riots  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  left  and  has  not  been  back  there  since. 

Question.  The  only  riot  you  can  lay  your  finger  upon  incited  by  him  is  the  one  you 
have  described  ? 

Ansiver.  Using  the  -word  riot,  it  was  too  strong  an  expression,  probably.  There  wero 
frequent  assemblies  at  his  instance. 

Question.  Were  you  at  those  assemblies  ? 

Answei\  I  was  at  one. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  him  speak  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  make  an  inflammatory  speech  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  spoke  of  the  whites  as  enemies  of  the  black  race,  and  trying  to 
cheat  them  out  of  their  rights,  and  that  the  blacks  must  look  upon  them  as  enemies, 
and  such  as  that. 

Question.  Did  he  denounce  the  white  race  for  opposing  negro  suffrage  in  that  speech? 

Answet\  I  did  not  hear  it. 

Question.  On  what  ground  did  he  charge  the  whites  with  being  the  enemies  of  his 
race  ? 

Answer.  He  was  endeavoring  to  unite  and  consolidate  the  blacks  and  prevent  any  of 
them  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket,  and  his  purpose  in  doing  so  was  to  excite  en- 
mity to  the  white  race,  without  any  particular  reason  being  assigned. 

Question.  He  assigned  no  ground  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  His  purpose  was  to  get  a  unanimous  vote  against  the  whites,  and 
to  do  that  he  instilled  hatred  against  the  whites,  and  whenever  he  did  so  of  course  ho 
excited  the  ill-will  of  the  whites. 

Question.  That  ill-will  continued  down  to  the  time  he  was  fired  upon,  did  it  not  ? 

An^wew  I  cannot  say  he  was  held  in  any  favor ;  but  ho  was  never  interfered  with, 
and  nothing  ever  said  to  him  by  the  whites — nothing  ever  in  a  hostile  manner. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  five  men  arrested  for  this  assault  upon  his  house,  two  as  hav- 
ing been  discharged,  and  three  as  having  been  bound  over. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  who  became  the  bail  of  those  who  were  bound  over  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question,  You  know  Mr.  Adams  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Jesse  Adams  ?  I  do.  One  of  the  men  bound  over  had  been  in  Mr. 
Adams's  employ  as  his  blacksmith  for  years. 

Question.  Did  Adams  become  his  bail  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Robert  Johnson  ? 

Answer,  I  know  him  very  well. 

Question,  Do  you  know  he  became  bail  for  one  ! 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that. 

Question.  Are  they  both  democrats  ? 

Ansiver.  Adams  is,  I  think.  Robert  Johnson  is  a  republican  ;  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  commissioner's  court  for  a  good  while.  I  do  not  know  really  what  his  political 
status  is. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  that  the  prosecutions  against  these  three  men,  who 
were  bound  over,  were  dismissed  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  others  were  dismissed  against  these  par- 
ties who  aided  in  bringing  these  negroes  up  to  the  town. 

Question.  So  that  no  one  at  this  time  is  under  prosecution  for  this  attack  upon 
Alston's  house  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of ;  I  think  none. 

Qusstion.  No  one  has  ever  been  punished  for  it  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Questimt.  Ha,ve  all  efforts  ceased  to  discover  who  the  criminals  were  I 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  that. 

Question.  This  occurred  in  June,  1870,  did  it  not  ? 

Answer,  It  occurred,  the  summer  of  last  year  ;  I  cannot  tell  what  month  exactly. 

Question,  Is  not  the  latest  public  opinion  upon  this  subject  that  this  attack  was  made 
►by  white  men  T 

Anstver,  No,  sir;  it  is  not.  The  opinion  has  always  prevailed  there,  among  all  I  have 
eter  heard  express  an  opinion,  that  it  was  done  by  negroes. 

Question,  You  never  heard  an  expression  of  opinion  that  it  was  by  white  men  ? 

Ansti^er.  I  have  heard  that  Jim  Alston  has  said  since  he  has  been  here,  in  a  public 
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speech,  or  a  pnblic  examination,  I  think  it  was,  or  an  examination  in  a  contest  between 
Mr.  Norris  and  Mr.  Handley,  or  expressed  the  belief,  that  it  was  white  men. 

Question,  This  attack  upon  his  house  was,  I  understand,  npon  the  evening  of  the  day 
of  this  public  meeting  at  the  court-house  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  was,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  count  the  number  of  shots  that  were  fired  into  the  house — count 
the  marks  npon  the  walls  or  inside? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  there  were  quite  a  number  of  them,  different  sized  shot — bird- 
shot,  squirrel-shot,  duck-shot,  and,  I  think,  one  or  two  balls  in  the  side  of  the  house. 

Question.  Did  the  proof  say  how  many  were  concerned  in  that  attack? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  only  proof  was  in  regard  to  these  five.  Alston  swore  to  these 
five,  and  some  other  negroes  swore  to  seeing  some  of  them  afterward. 

Question.  Was  there  any  proof  upon  the  point  of  whether  they  came  there  upon  horse- 
back or  on  foot  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  proof  was  that  they  did  come  on  horseback ;  some  on  horseback 
and  some  on  mules. 

Question.  Was  there  any  proof  as  to  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not  ? 

Answ€fi\  In  the  attack  on  Alston's  house  ?  There  was  no  proof  that  there  was  any  dis- 
guise, and  no  proof  of  coming  on  horseback  at  Alston^s  house.  The  proof  of  going  on 
horseback  was  at  the  attack  on  the  church. 

Question.  The  only  men,  then,  that  have  been  punished  for  that  affair  were  negroes 
who  were  not  present  at  the  time  of  the  attack  on  Alston^s  house,  but  came  subse- 
quently, at  his  request,  to  town  ? 

Anstver.  They  were  not  punished  for  that  offense,  but  for  the  offense  of  going  around 
over  the  county  and  inciting  the  negroes  to  come  up  armed ;  and  when  the  sheriff*  or- 
dered them  to  disperse,  they,  with  inflammatory  remarks,  urged  ttem  not  to  do  so,  but 
to  stay  there  and*  burn  down  the  town.  They  were  the  negroes  punished,  and  only  two 
or  three  ol  them  were  punished  ;  the  balance  were  discharged.  They  were  not  panished 
for  the  offense  of  shooting  at  Alston. 

Question.  They  were  not  present  at  the  attack  upon  Alston's  house  at  all  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  no  proof  of  their  presence. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  county  officers— the  county  judge,  the  sheriff,  and  the  cir- 
cuit clerk — as  being  rex3ublicans ;  do  they  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  They  do  ;  they  are  very  zealous  republicans. 

Question.  All  of  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  tbe  name  of  the  probate  judge  ? 

Answer.  J.  T.  Menifee.  L.  B.  Strange  is  the  circuit  judge  ;  Howell  R.  Hayes  is  the 
circuit  clerk,  and  is  a  very  zealous  republican. 

Question.  Who  is  sheriff  ? 

Answer.  The  sheriff*  is  dead  ;  he  died  about  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago. 

Question.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  present  sheriff. 

Answer.  Joel  D.  Paget. 

Question.  Did  he  act  with  the  republican  party  at  that  time? 

Answer.  He  did;  he  was  considered  the  leader  of  the  republican  party  there,  I 
believe. 

Question.  Do  you  say  the  county  solicitor  was  considered  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  He  was  a  quiet  man,  who  never  talked  politics.  He  wiis 
elected  by  republicans  at  the  same  election  where  Judge  Strange  was  elected  and  the 
sheriff.    There  were  no  democratic  nominees  at  all. 

Question.  How  long  after  this  attack  on  Alston's  house  before  the  assault  was  made 
on  Butler's  cburch  ? 

Answer.  I  declare  I  do  not  remember  bow  long  it  was. 

Question.  You  say  Mr.  Butler  is  a  man  of  truth,  whose  statement  can  be  relied  upon? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  any  of  the  whites  say  anything  about  him  at  all.  I  have 
beard  his  people  say  it  was  good.  He  never  associates  with  the  whites.  I  have  never 
heard  his  veracity  drawn  in  question.    I  never  heard  anything  said  against  it. 

Question.  If  he  should  testify  that  he  saw  a  white  man  or  white  men  in  the  church, 
with  pistols  in  their  hands,  you  would  not  hesitate  to  believe  it,  would  you  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  in  his  character  that  would  cause  me  to  exclude  it. 
I  would  believe  that  he  thought  so  at  least.  He  has  been  before  the  State  grand  jury 
and  United  States  grand  jury,  or  was  subpoenaed  before  them,  and  came.  I  reckon 
he  went  before  them.  I  do  not  know  what  he  testified  on  those  occasions ;  but  I  would 
argue  that  if  he  had  testified  in  that  way  before  the  grand  juries  in  those  two  courts 
there  would  have  been  some  arrests  made,  if  he  had  toH  them  who  the  parties  were. 
He  is  pretty  well  acquainted  with  all  the  wbite  persons  about  Tuskegee. 

Question.  You  say  this  matter  was  brought  before  the  United  States  grand  jury  at 
this  plfiice  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  And  the  negroes  who  were  present  in  the  charch  that  night  were  brought 
here  as  witnesses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  subpcenaed. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  came  before  the  grand  jury? 

Answer.  They  came  here  for  the  purpose.  Whether  they  were  carried  before  the 
grand  jury  or  not  I  cannot  say.  A  number  of  persons  were  brought  here— the  parties 
who  held  the  coroner's  inquest  and  a  number  of  members  of  the  republican  party. 
Colonel  Bowen,  the  postmaster  there,  was  subpcenaed — I  do  not  know  whether  he  came — 
and  other  members  of  the  party.  Very  strenuous  efforts  were  made  by  the  State's 
authorities,  as  well  as  the  United  States  authorities  here,  to  find  out  who  it  was. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  meeting  of  the  blacks  that  night  at  this 
colored  church  ?    Was  it  a  political  meeting  ? 

Answer.  They  were  holding  a  League  meeting,  as  they  called  it.  I  guess  its  objects 
were  political. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  they  were  holding  a  League  meeting  ? 

Answer.  It  was  the  testimony  of  Alston  and  all  the  witnesses  who  testified  in  this 
matter. 

Question.  I  speak  of  the  night  the  church  was  fired  into. 

An8wefi\  O,  I  do  not  knew,  sir.  There  has  been  no  trial  about  that ;  no  sworn  testi- 
mony in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Question.  I  was  asking  what  was  the  character  of  the  meeting  that  night  when  two 
were  killed  and  three  wounded  ? 

Answer.  The  report  I  heard  from  those  who  were  there  was  that  it  was  a  leaders' 
meeting.  I  infer  from  that  that  it  was  some  other  meeting  than  the  League  or  politi- 
cal meeting ;  a  church  meeting,  I  presume.  They  called  it,  though,  a  leaders' 
meeting. 

Question.  A  meeting  of  the  leaders  of  the  church  ? 

Answer.  I  guess  so.     I  infer  so. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  an  effort  being  made  to  follow  the  tracks  of  the  horses  and 
mules  from  the  church  that  night.  How  far  on  the  road  toward  Hunnicutt  were  those 
tracks  followed  up  ? 

Answer.  They  were  only  followed  out  to  where  it  led  into  the  public  road,  I  suppose 
a  distance  of  about  half  a  mile,  or  three-quarters  of  a  mile. 

Question.  How  far  was  it  from  the  church  to  Hunnicutt  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was  about  ten  or  twelve  miles. 

Question.  Were  there  any  diverging  roads  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  one  diverging  road,  that  led  to  this  place,  but  that  road 
was  at  right  angles  to  the  road  to  Hunnicutt ;  it  turned  off  at  right  angles  coming  in 
this  direction  ;  if  the  parties  had  intended  to  go  in  this  direction,  they  would  have 
gone  from  the  church  in  an  opposite  direction  from  the  way  they  did. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  between  Tuskegee  and  Hunnicutt  there  is  only  one  road 
that  leads  off  from  the  thoroughfare  ? 

Answer,  Only  one  main  public  road ;  there  are  roads  into  plantations ;  I  speak  of  the 
road  now  to  where  we  tracked  the  mules ;  there  are  three,  or  four,  or  five,  or  six  roads, 
very  near  Zion  Church,  but  the  road  where  the  horses'  tracks  led  to  leads  right  on  to 
Hunnicutt,  and  I  do  not  remember  but  one  main  public  road  that  diverges  from  that, 
and  that  leads  off  to  Montgomery,  five  or  six  miles  from  this  church. 

Question.  So,  for  aught  you  know  to  the  contrary,  these  tracks  may  have  taken  that 
diverging  road  ? 

Answer.  They  may  have ;  it  was  improbable,  but  it  was  possible. 

Question.  Is  the  country  pretty  thickly  settled  between  Tuskegee  and  Hunnicutt  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  are  very  few  white  persons  living  in  that  section  ;  it  is  what 
is  called  a  lime-mud  country,  settled  up  with  large  plantations,  and  most  of  the  whites 
^have  moved  out  upon  the  healthy  ridge  that  Tuskegee  is  built  upon ;  all  of  that 
country  is  settled  up  with  negroes  ;  a  few  white  superintendents  of  farms  remain  there, 
but  it  is  settled  up  almost  entirely  by  negroes.  I  believe  one  precinct  votes  about  two 
hmndred  and  fifty,  and  there  are  only  eight  or  ten  white  votes  in  the  precinct,  and  that 
is  this  Hunnicutt  precinct  that  I  am  speaking  about. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  committee  that  waited  upon  Alston  to  advise  him  to  leave 
that  part  of  the  counti;y  ;  that  his  life  was  not  safe  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  it  would  be  better  for  him  to  leave  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  never  hear  of  such  a  committee? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  If  there  had  been  such,  do  you  think  you  would  have  heard  of  it  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir.  There  was  an  application  made  by  Alston's  father-in-law — 
so  I  have  heard  since  he  left — that  if  there  would  be  no  prosecution  against  Alston,  if 
he  would  not  be  arrested,  that  he  would  never  trouble  the  community  any  more,  but 
what  the  extent  of  the  proposition  was  I  do  not  know ;  I  heard  of  no  committee  ap- 
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pointed  for  that  purpose,  and  I  am  satisfied  there  was  no  such  committee ;  if  there  was 
I  never  heard  of  it  at  least.  I  know  this,  that  the  people  of  the  town  were  very  indig- 
nant at  his  going  away,  and  indignant  that  those  other  prosecutions  were  dismissed. 
The  people  in  the  town  who  had  been  so  alarmed  and  excited  about  this  riot  desired 
Alston's  trial  and  conviction,  and  they  were  very  indignant  about  it. 

Question.  How  large  a  place  is  Tuskegee  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  there  are  now  about  two  thousand  inhabitants. 

Question.  Do  you  take  an  active  part  in  politics  yourself? 

Answer.  I  have  for  the  last  year ;  I  did  not  until  about  two  years  ago. 

Question.  With  which  party  do  you  affiliate  ? 

Answer.  With  the  democratic  party,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  army,  sir,  during  the  civil  war  ? 

Answer.  I  was,  until  its  close. 

Question.  In  the  confederate  army  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  Did  you  hold  any  rank  or  office  ? 

Answer.  I  commanded  a  regiment  in  the  confederate  service,  sir ;  I  was  with  the 
army  till  it  surrendered.  I  would  like  to  state  to  the  committee,  inasmuch  as  these 
outrages,  or  these  incidents,  have  been  referred  to  before  civil  tribunals,  the  commit- 
tees in  the  congressional  matter,  and  here,  and  in  the  public  prints,  to  state  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  our  county.  Since  these  troubles,  there  has  not  been  a  more  qtdet,  a 
more  orderly,  a  more  prosperous  county  in  the  State,  or  a  county,  I  think,  where  there 
is  better  feeling  between  the  blacks  and  whites  than  in  my  county  now.  Perfect 
quiet,  peace,  and  harmony  now  prevail  between  the  whites  and  blacks — that  is  Macon. 
County. 

Question.  Since  you  have  volunteered  that  statement  to  the  committee,  I  will  ask  you 
what  has  been  the  reduction  in  iiie  vote  polled  in  the  county  since  the  time  of  this 
attack  upon  Alston's  house  and  the  subsequent  attack  upon  the  colored  church?  Has 
there  not  been  a  reduction  in  your  county  of  several  hundred  votes  ? 

Answer.  There  has  been  a  reduction,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  the  number  of  votes. 
Yes,  sir ;  there  has  been  a  reduction  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  amounts  to  several  hun- 
dred votes  or  not ;  I  will  state  one  reason  of  the  reduction. 

Question.  In  the  first  place,  I  would  like  to  get  your  opinion  about  the  amount  of 
the  reduction ;  how  much  the  vote  is  less. 

Answer.  I  cannot  now  tell. 

Question.  Is  not  the  reduction  entirely  on  the  republican  side  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  just  going  to  state  to  you  that  at  one  precinct  that  has  never 
cast  a  republican  vote  at  all— and  there  never  has  been  since  the  surrender  a  republi- 
can -^ote — at  the  last  election  there  was  not  a  single  vote. 

Question.  Are  there  not  any  negroes  there  ? 

Answei\  Yeb,  sir ;  fifteen  or  twenty,  but  it  is  almost  entirely  settled  by  whites.  The 
negroes  go  to  Tuskegee  to  vote.  The  negroes  in  the  county  concentrate  at  one  place, 
except  at  the  Hunnicutt  beat,  where  they  are  almost  unanimous.  The  negroes  at  the 
other  end  come  to  the  county  seat.  They  have  to  distribute  all  tickets,  and  they  are 
instructed  to  come  to  the  county  seat.  In  this  beat,  called  the  Texas  beat,  it  is  unani- 
mously a  democratic  precinct ;  there  has  not  been  a  republican  vote  since  the  war,  and 
at  the  last  election  it  did  not  poll  a  vote  at  all. 

Question.  On  either  side  ? 

Answer.  On  either  side;  not  a  vote  was  polled  there  at  all. 

Question.  I  was  asking  you  to  give  me  a  statement  of  the  reduction,  and  which  party 
lost  most  by  it. 

Answer.  I  think  in  the  reduction  the  republican  party  lost  most,  because  the  repub- 
lican is  so  largely  in  the  majority  in,  my  county.  I  will  say  this,  however,  that  I  am 
of  opinion  that  these  instances,  these  affairs,  did  not  influence  the  negroes  to  go  away 
from  the  polls,  but  rather  stimulated  them  to  come  out  to  the  polls.  I  believe  the  vote 
would  have  been  smaller  if  these  occurrences  had  not  taken  place;  it  produced  more 
agitation  and  excitement. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  negroes  are  generally  losing  interest  in  the  election  ? 

Answet\  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  losing  interest  in  the  elections,  and  almost  throughout  this 
State,  there  are  very  large  numbers  of  democratic  negroes ;  there  are  now  in  my 
,ceunty. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  say  there  are  now  in  Macon  County  a  large  number  of  democratic 
negroes  ? 
Answ^.  Yes,  sir ;  a  large  number. 
Question.  How  large  ? 
Answer.  I  heard  say  between  six  and  eight  hundred  democratic  voters,  and  a  number 
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ei  others  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  but  believed  that  the  oath  they  took  when 
they  joined  the  League  prevents  them  from  voting  it.  I  heard  a  very  influential  ne- 
gro ask  Colonel  Bowen,  the  postmaster  in  my  county,  and  who  is  a  leading  republican 
there,  if  he  could,  consistently  with  the  oath  he  took  when  he  joined  the  League,  vote 
for  the  democrats ;  that  he  wanted  to  do  it ;  that  he  was  tired  of  voting  the  republi- 
can ticket,  and  wanted  to  know  if  it  was  consistent  with  his  oath ;  that  he  did  not 
"want  to  perjure  himself,  and  that  a  number  of  others  would  do  the  same  thing  if  they 
thought  they  could  do  it  consistently  with  their  oath. 

Question,  When  did  the  democratic  party  acquire  this  great  accession  of  strength 
from  the  colored  voters ;  within  the  last  year  or  two  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  has  been  principally  since  these  attacks  on  the  colored  church  and 
Alston  ? 

Ansiver.  It  may  have  been  since  the  riots,  but  not  induced  by  the  riots. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  ? 

Answer.  I  was  going  to  tell  you.  They  give  as  a  reason  that  they  have  had  many 
promises  held  out  to  them  by  those  for  whom  they  voted,  who  influenced  them ;  prom- 
ises of  great  good  that  they  never  realized,  and  think  that  the  course  they  have  pur- 
sued has  kept  them  estranged  from  the  whites  who  are  their  best  friends,  and  they 
are  satisfied  it  is  the  wrong  policy,  and  they  want  a  different  policy,  to  become  the 
friends  of  the  whites,  and,  since  they  have  manifested  that  spirit,  they  see  there  is 
more  harmony,  peace,  and  quiet,  and  prosperous  times,  and  they  are  disposed  to  go 
with  the  whites  now. 

Question.  You  never  heard  it  said  they  wanted  to  buy  their  peace  by  entering  the 
democratic  fold  ? 

Answer,  Never, 

Question.  You  never  heard  that  this  change  in  i^olitical  sentiments  resulted  from 
terrorism  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  never. 

Question.  You  have  no  suspicion  that  any  of  these  conversions  were  brought  around 
by  intimidation? 

Ansiver.  I  have  not,  for  the  reason  that  the  intimidations  would  come  from  the  other 
side  in  my  county ;  they  so  largely  outnumber,  and  they  have  all  the  officers  in  the 
county  of  their  own  party,  who  are  very  zealous  partisans,  and  the  intimidation  would, 
therefore,  come  from  their  side ;  it  would  be  a  very  poor  game  for  the  democrats 
in  my  county  to  attempt  intimidation  ;  it  would  be  suicidal  policy. 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  it  said  that  a  great  many  negroes  have  been  induced 
to  leave  your  county,  because  of  their  apprehensions  that  they  were  in  danger  of  per- 
gonal violence  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir.  The  only  negroes  I  have  heard  who  left  there  were  refugees  from 
crimes,  who  have  left  to  avoid  prosecutions,  and  who  have  left  on  their  own  proposi- 
tions to  leave,  provided  the  prosecutions  would  be  dismissed  against  thenv.  Those  are 
the  only  ones  I  have  heard  of;  there  may  have  been  such  cases,  but  they  have  not 
€ome  within  my  knowledge. 

Question.  What  is  the  comparative  strength  of  the  two  parties  at  this  time  in  your 
county  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  know,  sir.  Taking  into  account  the  accession  from  the  republi- 
can ranks  to  the  democratic  ranks  in  my  county,  I  suppose  we  have  some  three  or  four 
hundred  majority,  where  they  probably  had  eighteen  hundred  before. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Mr.  Abercrombie,  how  many  colored  men  came  up  from  Hunnicutt  and 
Tuskegee  at  the  time  of  the  county  convention  there,  of  which  you  have  spoken  ? 

Answer.  Altogether? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell.  They  came  from  different  sections  and  I  cannot  tell.  I  think 
I  heard,  however,  that  the  number  that  were  in  the  crowd  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town, 
that  had  assembled  and  were  talking  in  a  hostile  and  angry  manner  about  the  nomi- 
nees, and  about  the  town  negroes  overslaughing  them  when  they  had  the  strongest 
heat  in  the  county,  were  some  ten  or  fifteen,  that  had  stopped  in  the  road  and  were 
"bragging,  and  flourishing  pistols  about  and  drinking. 

Question.  They  seemed  dissatisfied  with  the  action  at  Tuskegee  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Their  dissatisfaction,  of  course,  grew  out  of  their  political  defeat  in  that 
convention  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so,  sir ;  I  heard  of  nothing  else.  There  was  no  disturbance  in  the 
^wn,  no  collision,  or  hostile  expression  from  any  one  else. 

Question.  If  they  were  dissatisfied  with  the  action  of  the  convention  which  nominated 
county  officers,  how  did  they  expect  to  get  redress  by  making  an  attack  on  a  colored 
church,  occupied  by  the  pastor  and  his  board  of  trustees  and  stewards  at  the  church 
meeting  ?  r-^  i 
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Answer,  I  cannot  answer  that,  sir. 

Qv£8ti<m,  Did  you  ever  hear  it  reported  in  your  town  that  there  were  any  white  men 
connected  with  the  attacking  party  upon  the  church  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  stated  that  the  man  who  entered  the  church-door  with 
a  pistol  in  his  hand  and  shot  Columbus  Mitchell  was  a  white  man  ? 

Answer.  Let  me  explain.  I  stated  that  a  few  of  these  negroes  who  were  in  the 
church  said  that  some  of  them  were  white  men  in  disguise,  while  a  majority  of  them 
said  they  were  satisfied  they  were  negroes.  It  was  a  suspicion  on  the  part  of  some  of 
them,  that,  while  they  were  all  black,  for  they  said  they  were  all  black,  that  they  had 
assumed  this. 

Question.  That  they  had  discolored  their  faces  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  the  majority  said  they  were  satisfied  they  were  black  men — 
negroes. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  reported  that  a  mask  was  found  the  subsequent  day 
about  the  church,  near  there  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  one  negro  said  so  ;  I  did  not  hear  liim  say  so. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  19, 1871. 

CHARLES  LOPER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  has  been  called  by  the  minority,  General  Blair  will 
please  conduct  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Charles,  state  to  the  committee  where  you  live. 

Answer.  1  live  eight  miles  from  here,  sir,  on  the  RoUand  Brassel  plantation — it  used 
to  be  that. 

Question.  I  want  you  to  state,  Charles,  to  the  committee,  if  you  have  ever  been 
threatened,  or  have  any  threats  been  made  against  any  man  of  your  color  for  wanting 
to  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  haven't.  They  have  never  threatened  me.  I  never  heard  any 
threats  about  voting,  but  they  went  so  far  as  to  say  this :  I  have  heard  many  a  one 
say,  if  they  did  vote,  that  they  would  have  no  equal  rights  in  law,  and  such  as  that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  say  they  would  be  reduced  to  slavery  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  something  worse  than  slavery;  they  wouldn't  have  any  protection, 
and  so  on. 

§w6Si{io?j.  Is  your  neighborhood  peaceable  and  quiet? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  never  has  no  altercations  in  our  neighborhopd  at  all. 

Question.  Is  there  good  feeling  between  the  whites  and  blacks  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  apparently  warm ;  there  is  no  difficulty  in  our  neighborhood,  and  I 
have  been  living  in  it  or  where  I  am  almost  since  the  surrender.  It  is  quiet  and 
peaceable. 

Question.  Are  the  white  people  in  your  neighborhood  all  democrats  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir; 

Question.  Are  black  people  all  the  other  way  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  can't  say-  all. 

Question.  Most  of  them  are  ? 

Anatver,  Yes,  sir ;  the  largest  majority  are. 

Question.  Yet-you  say  you  are  getting  along  quietly  and  peaceably  together? 

Anstver.  O,  yes,  sir ;  we  get  along  quiet  and  peaceable. 

Question.  Who  do  you  live  with  i 

Answer.  I  am  renting  this  place  I  told  you  of,  of  the  estate. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  vote  the  democratic  ticket  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  a  slave  before  the  war  ? 

Anstver.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question:  Whose  slave  were  you  ? 

Ansice^'.  E.  D.  Leper's.    I  came  here  in  1858,  from  South  Carolina — Mr.  Harwell. 

Question.  A  good  many  other  negroes  up  in  that  part  of  the  country  vote  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  with  you  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  there  are  some  few. 

Questibn.  You  are  not  molested  at  all  in  voting  your  sentiments  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  find  you  get  along  better  with  the  white  people  by  voting  the  demo- 
cratic ticket  than  the  others  have  who  voted  the  republican  ticket  ? 
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Answer.  So  far  as  myself  is  concerned,  I  get  along  just  as  good  as  if  I  was  as  wMte 
as  them,  and  if  I  get  scarce  of  money  I  could  go  to  Mr.  Carrico,  or  Mr.  Meadows,  or 
Mr.  Tom  Crawford,  or  Mr.  Lewis,  and  get  any  thing  I  ever  asked  for,  just  as  if  I  was 
as  white  as  they  are. 

Question.  They  resj^ect  you  for  the  way  you  vote  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  they  treat  you  a  little  better  than  they  do  those  colored 
gentlemen  who  vote  the  radical  ticket? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir^  there  is,  maybe,  more  thought  of  me. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  Octoler  20, 1871. 

JEFFERSON  FALKNER  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  This  witness  having  been  called  by  the  minority,  the  examination 
will  be  conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  My  residence  is  in  this  city. 

Question.  State,  judge,  if  you  were  in  Chambers  County  on  the  occasion  of  the  shoot- 
ing and  killing  of  a  negro  man  by  the  name  of  Tramblies. 

Answer.  Americas  Tramblies  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  wa^.  I  was  at  La  Fayette,  in  attendance  upon  the  circuit  court,  at  the  time, 
sir. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  the  circumstances  attending  the  occurrence. 

Answer.  I  only  know  from  what  I  heard  at  La  Fayette.  I  was  not  up  at  the  place 
where  the  killing  occurred.  I  saw  a  number  of  persons  from  there,  though,  and  I  talked 
with  the  solicitor  who  was  in  attendance.  Colonel  Hudson,  and  also  Judge  Strange, 
who  was  presiding  in  the  court  up  there,  about  the  information  they  had  in  regard  to 
it.  I  also  talked  with  Colonel  Jones,  or  Major  Jones  they  called  him  ;  he  lived  in  the 
neighborhood,^  and  was  at  the  coroner's  inquest.  I  also' had  an  interview  with  the 
sheriff  and  deputy  sheriff  both,  who  went  to  investigate  it ;  the  sheriff  went  in  person 
first,  and  then  took  his  deputy  with  him  perhaps,  and  some  other  persons,  and,  as  I 
understood  from  these  various  parties  I  have  spoken  of,  who  investigated  the  matter, 
it  was  stated  that  some  time  in  the  night — the  hour  of  the  night  I  do  not  remember, 
but  perhaps  after  midnight — persons  came  to  the  house  where  these  negroes  were  liv- 
ing ;  it  seems  to  have  been  U  double  cabin,  with  two  rooms,  according  to  the  descrip- 
tion, the  white  womad  living  and  sleeping  in  one  end,  and  the  negroes  in  the  other. 

Question.  She  was  a  school-teacher  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  was  teaching  a  colored  school. 

Question.  Mrs.  Randall — was  that  her  name  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  was  acquainted  with  her ;  they  knocked  at  the 
door;  she  asked  who  was  there,  and  perhaps  refused  to  let  them  in;  they  told  her  it 
was  the  deputy  sheriff  and  some  men  with  him  searching  for  a  notorious  negro  thief, 
whose  name  I  do  not  remember,  who  was  in  the  jail  at  La  Fayette  ;  they  stated  that 
that  negro  had  got  away  from  the  sheriff  that  evening,  and  they  believed  he  was 
there,  and  they  wanted  to  search  the  house ;  she  stated  if  it  was  an  officer,  he  had  a 
right  to  come  in,  and  she  got  up  and  opened  the  door ;  some  other  parties  went  to  the 
other  door  where  the  negroes  were,  and  made  substantially  the  same  "statement,  and, 
I  think,  the  negroes  refused  to  open  the  door  at  all  for  some  time,  until  the  old  woman, 
the  wife  of  this  old  man  who  was  killed,  went  and  opened  the  door  eventually,  and 
they  came  in.  There  was  a  light,  and  an  altercation  was  gotten  up  between  them  in 
regard  to  this»negro  ;  they  accused  the  negro,  of  knowing  where  this  prisoner  was  ;  he 
denied  it ;  an  altercation  arose  between  them,  which  resulted  in  some  of  them  shoot- 
ing him,  and  also,  perhaps,  shooting  his  son  ;  his  son  was  wounded  at  the  same  time  ; 
there  were  several  shots  fired ;  in  that  way  he  was  killed  ;  that  was  my  information  at 
the  time — what  I  learned  from  all  these  parties. 

Question.  You  were  there  in  the  county  at  the  time  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  this  evidence,  of  which  you  speak,  come  out  on  the  coroner's  inquest  ? 

Answer.  I  so  understood.  I  learned  some  of  the  facts  previously  to  the  coroner's  in- 
ouest  being  held ;  I  learned  it  from  Colonel  Hudson  and  from  Judge  Strange,  who  had 
wheir  information  from  this  white  woman,  who  came  down  to  town,  and  they  had  an 
interview  with  her.  I  am  acquainted  with  them  both.  I  afterward  saw  the  sheriff, 
and  the  coroner  who  held  the  inquest,  and  talked  with  them,  and  they  all  substantially 
gave  the  same  statement.    I  do  not  think  there  was  any  contradiction  with  regard  to 
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these  facts  as  I  liave  now  stated  them.  I  think  they  all  agreed  with  regard  to  these 
facts.  Major  Jones,  who  lived  in  the  immediate  neighhorhood,  was  at  the  inquest,  and 
I  think,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  was  one  of  the  jury  of  inquest.  I  got  substanti- 
ally the  same  statement  from  him,  and  substantially  the  same  from  all  the  parties  I 
conversed  with.  Perhaps  it  is  proper  I  should  state  that  I  lived  at  La  Fayette  twelve 
years  and  practiced  law  there,  and  I  am  very  intimately  acquainted  through  the 
country  and  in  that  particular  neighborhood,  and  know  almost  everybody  there. 

Question,  Were  any  of  the  parties  identified  by  any  of  the  witnesses  ? 

Answex*  My  information  is  that,  when  this  woman,  this  school-teacher,  first  came 
down,  she  stated  she  knew  two  of  the  parties,  but  I  learned  afterward  from  some  of 
them,  I  do  not  remember  who,  but  perhaps  Major  Jones  and  the  sherifl'— I  think  it  was 
them  I  learned  it  from — that  on  the  coroner's  inquest  she  could  not  state  who  any  of 
the  parties  were ;  that  the  guilty  parties  were  not  identified  on  the  inquest ;  that  was 
what  I  Learned. 

Question.  Had  the  family,  the  old  negro  and  the  old  negro's  wife,  lived  a  long  time  in 
the  neighborhood  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  long  before  the  war.  They  had  belonged  to  old  Mr.  Tramblies,  and 
the  family  was  rather  a  favorite  ;  the  family  of , the  Tramblies  thought  a  great  deal  of 
them  ;  they  had  lived  there  in  the  neighborhood,  I  reckon,  twenty  or  thirty  years. 

Question,  They  knew  everybody  in  the  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  I  sui)pose  so. 

Question.  I  understand  that  these  men  were  not  disguised  ? 

Answet\  Not  at  all. 

Question.  They  would  have  been  able  to  have  identified  any  one  that  had  been  a 
neighbor  ? 

Ansiver.  From  my  knowledge  of  the  people  up  there  and  these  negroes,  I  should  say 
they  would  have  been  able  to  have  identified  any  of  the  men  of  that  neighborhood, 
they  having  lived  there  as  long  as  they  had,  and  it  being  on  a  public  road,  a  very  pub- 
lic road,  from  La  Fayette  leading  up  to  Fredonia  and  Hickory  Flat ;  it  was  a  very  public 
road,  and  they  had  lived  there  many  years.  I  think  tliey  would  bo  likely  to  know 
almost  everybody  in  that  neighborhood. 

Question.  Was  diligent  search  made  to  discover  the  parties  ? 

Answer.  From  what  I  could  see  and  hear  from  the  sheriff  and  others,  I  think  there 
was ;  the  sheriff,  Mr.  Robert  J.  Kellum,  himself,  went  first,  and  his  deputy,  Thomas  J. 
Martin  5  they  have  an  arrangement  by  which  Mr.  Kellum  attends  to  the  business  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  county,  and  the  other  in  the  lower ;  this  was  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  county ;  he  went  first  himself,  but  afterward  took  Martin  with  him  ;  I  saw  them 
both  after  they  returned,  and  they  told  me  they  had  got  other  persons  to  assist  them, 
and  they  had  made  very  diligent  inquiry  all  about  the  neighborhood  to  try  and  ascer- 
tain who  the  parties  were. 

Question.  The  testimony  here  was  that  this  woman,  who  boarded  at  Tramblies's,  the 
negro's,  boarded  there  because  she  could  not  get  board  anywhere  else  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, as  no  one  else  would  take  her.    Was  that  the  case  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was,  sir.  I  think  there  were  several  persons  in  that  neighborhood. 
I  do  not  know  that  no  one  else  would  take  her,  but  I  heard  it  stated  there  by  some  one 
that  she  had  tried  to  get  board  at  some  places,  two  or  three,  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
they  refused  to  board  her,  and  she  went  to  this  place  to  board  with  the  negro. 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  they  refused  to  board  her ;  was  it  because  she  was 
teaching  a  negro  school  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  about  that ;  my  information  in  the  community  up  there  was 
that  she  was  a  woman  of  low  character ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  in  consequence 
of  her  teaching  a  negro  school  or  other  things.  I  heard  it  stated  on  the  streets  pretty 
generally  that,  while  she  staid  about  West  Point,  respectable  people  did  not  associate 
with  her  at  all,  and  the  impression  left  on  me  was  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  her 
character  that  she  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  boarding  at  that  house. 

Question.  Is  it  your  belief  that  if  the  parties  could  have  been  discovered,  they  would 
have  been  brought  to  justice  and  punished  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  j  it  seemed  to  be  so.  A  good  many  persons  were  in  attendance  on 
the  circuit  court,  which  was  in  session  at  the  time.  The  grand  jury  was  in  session  at 
the  time,  as  well  as  I  remember,  and  I  think  very  strong  efiibrts  were  made  to  investi- 
gate the  facts  ;  and  I  heard  but  one  sentiment  in  the  entire  community,  and  that  was, 
the  great  desire  that  the  parties  should  be  identified  and  brought  to  justice.  I  am 
satisfied  that  that  was  the  prevailing  wish,  so  far  as  I  could  learn. 
Question.  Did  this  woman  go  before  the  grand  jury  ? 
Ansiver,  I  think  she  did,  sir. 

Question.  Of  course  you  do  not  know  the  testimony  she  gave  there  ? 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  But  before  the  coroner's  jury  she  failed  to  identify  any  ? 
Answer,  That  was  what  I  was  informed.    I  was  not  present  at  the  coroner's  in- 
quiries. -^  J 
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Qtiestion.  You  conversed  with  officers  of  the  law,  though  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  conversed  with  the  coroner,  and,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  one  of 
the  jury  of  inquest ;  I  think  Major  Jones  was  one  of  the  jury  of  inquest.  There  is 
another  fact  perhaps  I  ought  to  state.  At  the  time  when  this  thing  was  first  known, 
there  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  John  Lawrence  up  in  that  country,  sometimes  in  Ala- 
bama and  sometimes  on  the  Georgia  side,  rather  notorious  as  a  had  man,  and  it  was 
suspected  that  it  was  him  and  some  of  his  friends.  Two  young  men  that  lived  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  were  suspected  by  the  community  generally  about  town  there, 
but  I  learned  in  a  day  or  two  that  on  that  identical  night  Jonn  Lawrence  l»ad  staid 
all  night  up  in  Randolph  County,  at  Rock  Mills,  and  it  could  not  have  been  him  ;  but 
I  think  the  general  impression,  general  idea,  was — and  that  seems  to  be  the  impression 
yet,  80  far  as  I  am  advised,  and  I  have  been  attending  the  court  there,  and  been  there 
on  business  frequently,  as  I  am  the  executor  of  a  large  estate  up  there — the  impression 
got  to  be  there  during  the  court,  and  is  yet,  I  think — that  those  parties  who  did  this 
thing  were  from  Georgia ;  that  they  were  not  from  Alabama  at  all,  but  parties  from  over 
on  the  Georgia  side.  They  first  thought  Lawrence  and  a  couple  of  young  men  named 
Barnes  were  three  of  the  i)artieSj  but  the  subsequent  opinion  was  that  they  were  Geor- 
gians. 

Question.  This  county  is  a  border  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  It  joins  Troup  County. 

Question.  The  woman  came  from  Georgia  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  she  came  from  Georgia,  over  there. 

Question,  When  did  this  occur  ? 

Ansxver,  My  recollection  is  that  it  was  either  in  the  spring  or  fall  of  1870 ;  I  am  not 
sure  as  to  the  date. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  it  about  October  of  last  year  ? 

Answer,  It  was  in  the  time  of  the  circuit  court  there,  tlie  spring  or  fall  term ;  I 
think  the  fall  term. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  killing  of  a  negro  which  occurred  at  a  political  meet- 
ing in  that  county,  in  which  the  negro  candidate  for  lieutenant  governor,  Rapier,  was 
speaking,  at  La  Fayette  or  Fredonia  ? 

Answer,  There  was  one  killed  at  a  public  meeting  at  La  Fayette. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  that  ? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  ? 

Anstver.  I  only  know  from  what  I  heard  in  the  community  up  there,  and  I  know  the 
young  man  who  killed  him  very  well. 

Question.  Who  was  that  ? 

Answer.  His  name  was  Adams. 

Question.  He  was  the  marshal  ? 

Answet\  Yes,  sir ;  the  town  marshal.  He  was  sent  out  there  for  the  purpose  of  keep- 
ing order. 

Question.  The  negro  was  making  a  disturbance  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  was  my  information,  and  he  arrested  him ;  the  other  negroes 
attempted  to  rescue  him  from  the  marshal,  and  a  fight  ensued,  as  to  the  negro  that  he 
had  arrested.  I  have  forgotten  whether  the  negro  shot  at  him  or  not,  but  he  waa 
armed — that  is  my  recollection — and  was  making  fight  at  the  marshal,  and  the  marshal 
shot  him  and  killed  him ;  they  would  have  kiUed  the  marshal,  I  reckon,  had  it  not 
been  for  persons  interfering.    A  portion  of  the  negroes  present  interfered. 

Question.  The  testimony  given  by  Mr.  Ward  was,  that  he  was  present,  and  that  the 
negro  interrupted  the  speaker.  Rapier  ;  that  it  was  supposed,  or  some  said,  that  the 
negro  who  interrupted  Rapier  was  a  democrat ;  that  the  marshal  knocked  him  down, 
and  that  he  ran,  and  was  shot  by  the  marshal  when  he  was  running. 

Answer,  I  never  heard  that  the  negro  was  a  democrat. 

Question,  He  said  that  some  said  he  was  a  democrat  and  others  said  he  was  not.  He 
was  interrupting  the  meeting  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  was  interrupting  the  meeting,  and  the  marshal  had  gone  out  there 
by  request ;  the.  thing  occurred  over  at  the  colored  academy,  that  has  been  built  for  the 
use  of  the  colored  people  near  the  limits  of  the  town — at  the  edge  of  the  town ;  he  had 
gone  out  there  to  keep  order,  and  had  some  other  men  with  him,  and  this  negro  became 
so  disorderly  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  arrest  him,  and  did  arrest  him,  and  my  opinion 
was  that  the  negro  then  made  fight  at  him,  and  he  shot  the  negro  in  self-defense.  The 
matter,  I  learned,  had  been  before  the  grand  jury  up  there,  and  the  grand  jury  Id  vesti^ 
gated  it,  and  there  was  no  bill  against  the  marshal  at  all.  I  think  the  grand  jury 
ignored  the  bill ;  that  he  did  it  in  self-defense.  There  were  some  indictments,  thoughj 
against  some  other  parties,  I  think,  but  not  against  the  marshal  who  shot  the  negro.    J 

Hosted  by  Google 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  1117 

know  the  young  man,  the  marshal,  very  well ;  his  name  is  Adams ;  I  have  known  hun 
since  he  was  a  child. 

Question,  What  is  his  character  ? 

Answer,  He  is  a  young  man  of  as  good  character  as  any  in  that  community. 

Question.  What  are  his  politics  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  is  a  democrat ;  his  father  is.  I  have  known  his  father  for  many 
years. 

Question.  You  say  there  are  indictments  against  some  others? 

Answer,  So  I  understood.  I  saw  him  at  a  recent  term  of  the  court  up  there.  I  saw 
Mr.  Adams  going  to  court,  to  attend  court  as  a  witness  against  some  other  parties  who 
had  been  indicted  by  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  What  were  they  indicted  for  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  character,  if  I  was  told,  of  the  indictments 
against  them,  for  I  did  not  inquire  into  it  particularly.  It  is  for  connection  with  the 
matter  in  some  way,  but  I  cannot  say  what  the  charges  in  the  indictments  are. 

Question.  For  aidiug  in  resisting  the  arrest  of  this  man  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  understood  what  the  charge  in  the  indictment  was. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  this  Tramblics  live  in  La  Fayette  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  I^w  far  from  the  corporation  did  he  live  ? 

Answer.  I  think,  sir,  it  was  about  eight  miles — seven  or  eight  miles. 

Question.  In  the  open  country  1? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  you  know  nothing  personally  of  the  killing  of 
Tramblies,  and  of  the  wounding  of  his  son  i 

Answer.  Nothing  at  all. 

Question.  Were  you  in  La  Fayette  at  the  time  this  occurrence  happened  ? 

Answ€i\  I  was,  sir. 

Question.  Had  there  been,  in  fact,  an  escape  from  jail  of  a  negro  thief  f 

AnswG)\  1  think  not. 

Question.  That  was  only  a.  pretense  on  the  part  of  the  party  who  visited  Tramblies' 
house  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  must  have  been.  I  do  not  know.  I  cannot  say  about  that. 
They  may  have  had  information  to  that  ejffect,  or  may  not.  I  cannot  say.  They  stated 
that,  as  I  understood. 

Question.  Was  the  leader  of  the  band,  in  i^oint  of  fact,  a  deputy  sheriff? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  know  of  no  threat  upon  the  part  of  any  one  to  go  to  Tramblies'  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  search  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  large  this  party  was  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  do  not  think  my  memory  serves  me  correctly  at  this  time.  I 
think,  though,  that  there  were  two — that  was  my  oj^inion  and  information — that  two 
persons  went  into  the  house  where  this  white  woman  was,  and  I  think  three  went  into 
the  house  where  the  negroes  were.  I  think  my  information  was,  perhaps,  that  it  was 
supposed  there  were  one  or  two  others  outside  holding  horses.    I  thiuk  that  is  about  it. 

Question.  The  party  went  there  then,  on  horseback  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  information,  sir. 

Question.  And,  according  to  your  information,  did  not  exceed  five  or  vsix  ? 

Answer.  Well,  perhaps,  seven — not  exceeding  seven,  I  reckoiY. 

Question.  Were  the  horses'  tracks  followed  to  ascertain  where  the  party  came  from 
and  went  to  ? 

Answet\  I  do  not  know  about  that.  I  cannot  state  about  that.  I  remember  this, 
however,  that  it  was  stated  there  that  a  short  distance  this  side,  between  La  Fayette 
and  where  Tramblies  lived,  they,  stopped  and  went  to  a  fire,  where  there  were  some 
parties,  one  or  two  of  them,  and  lit  their  pipes  and  had  some  conversation ;  but  both 
the  negroes  there — for  these  were  negroes  at  the  fire,  I  do  not  know  how  many, 
where  they  lit  their  pipes— said  they  did  not  know  either  of  the  parties;  that  they 
were  going  then  in  the  direction  of  where  Tramblies  lived  and  was  killed. 

Question.  They  were  on  their  way  there  ? 

Answ&i\  They  were  on  their  way  from  La  Fayette  to  that  direction. 

Question.  What  was  your  information  on  the  point  whether  they  were  disguised  or 
not? 

Answer.  My  information  was  that  they  were  not  disguised. 

Questiofi.  Neither  their  horses  nor  persons  1 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  From  whom  was  this  information  that  they  were  not  disguised  derived  ? 
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Answer.  I  tliink  I  got  it  from  all  tlie  persons,  pretty  much,  that  I  talked  with  on 
that  suhject. 

Question.  These  persons  you  talked  with  on  that  subject  had  not  seen  this  party 
themselves,  I  understand  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  talk  with  any  one  who  had  seen  these  parties.  I  talked 
with  Colonel  C.  D.  Hudson,  the  solicitor,  and  Judge  Strange,  who  was  presiding  at  court, 
and  had  had  interviews  with  this  white  woman  who  had  given  the  information. 

Question.  From  what  original  source  did  the  information  proceed,  that  they  were  not 
disguised  ? 

Answer.  From  the  family  of  Tramblies,  who  was  killed^  and  from  this  white  woman. 

Question.  That  they  were  not  disguised  ? 

Answer.  That  was  my  information  ? 

Question.  What  became  of  that  white  woman  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  say. 

Question.  Did  she  not  leave  the  country  immediately  after  this  occurrence  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  answer,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  not  informed  that  she  was  so  frightened  that  she  fled  to  the 
woods  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  went  and  lay  in  the  woods  the  balance  of  the  night,  ac- 
cording to  my  information,  and  next  morning  eame  down  to  La  Fayette,  and  was  going  on 
to  Opelika,  perhaps  to  Montgomery. 

Question.  Was  she  present  at  the  coroner's  inquest  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  she  was.  I  am  not  sure.  It  has  been  some  time  ago,  and  I  did  not 
expect  ever  to  have  to  testify  about  it ;  but  my  best  recollection  was,  that  she  had  re- 
turned to  Opelika.     She  did  not  go  to  Montgomery,  but  went  back. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  understand  that  she  remained  there  if  she  returned  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know,*  I  have  no  information  whether  she  remained. or  left  j  I  have 
not  inquired. 

Question.  How  soon  after  the  killing  was  this  coroner's  inquest  held  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  first  or  second  day  after  the  killing,  but 
it  was  pretty  soon  after. 

Question.  What  parties  went  down  from  La  Fayette  to  attend  it  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  remember  distinctly,  except  the  sheriff  and  the  coroner ;  I  recollect 
their  going.    Mr.  Mitchell  was  the  coroner  and  the  sheriff  was  Mr.  Kellum. 

Question.  Did  the  proof  develop  how  many  shots  were  fired? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  You  may  state  the  number  of  shots. 

Answei\  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  state  positively  now,  but  I  think,  as  well  as  I  re- 
collect, that  there  were  three.  I  am  not  positive  as  to  the  number,  but  I  think  I  re- 
member of  three.    I  think  the  old  man  was  hit  twice,  perhaps,  and  his  son  once. 

Question.  How  badly  was  the  son  wounded  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  his  son's  was  a  dangerous  wound,  sir. 

Question.  What  other  members  comprised  the  negro's  household  besides  the  negro 
and  his  son  ? 

Answer.  His  wife  and  daughter,  I  think. 

Question.  At  what  hour  did  these  parties  visit  the  house  ? 

Answer.  1  think  in  the  night-time,  and  I  think  it  was  something  after  12  o'clock. 

Question.  This  white  woman  was  teaching  a  colored  school  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  That  was  my  information. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  she  was  teaching  in  the  other  end  of  the  double- 
log  building  ? 

Answer.  Well,  now,  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  anybody  say  what  house  she  was 
teaching  in  ;  the  impression  on  my  mind  is — I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  anybody  say 
it — that  there  was  a  school-house  there  in  the  immediate  neighborhood. 

Question.  A  colored  school-house  ? 

Answer.  A  colored  school-house  ;  that  was  the  impression  on  my  mind ;  I  know  the 
neighborhood  there,  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  it  mentioned. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  that  school-house  was  burned  down  soon  afterward  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  You  never  have  heard  of  its  being  burned  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  dispute  the  fact,  but  simply  say  you  never  have  heard  of  such 
occurrence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  at  all  on  that  subject. 

Question.  If,  in  point  of  fact,  tlie  school-house  was  burned  soon  afterward,  it  would 
tend  to  show  that  there  was  local  dissatisfaction  with  the  school,  would  it  not  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  should  think  so,  sir ;  that  is,  upon  the  part  of  somebody. 

Question.  And  you  would  infer,  also,  that  the  party  who  had  shot  this  negro  and  his 
son  were  concerned  in  the  burning  of  the  school-house  that  occurred  soon  after  that 
event,  would  you  not  ? 
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Answer.  Well,  it  would  be  a  circumstance  that  would  seem  to  point  in  that  direction, 
sir,  I  should  think.  I  would  state  this,  however,  that  there  WQuld  he  a  possibility  of 
one  or  two  persons,  or  even  a  single  person,  ha'ving  a  prejudice  against  the  school  and 
destroying  the  school-house,  or  anything  of  the  sort,  when  the  community  did  not  par- 
ticipate in  any  such  feeling  at  all. 

Question.  Were  you  aware  of  any  prejudice  at  that  time,  on  the  part  of  any  portion 
of  the  community,  against  colored  schools? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  know  there  was  a  colored  school  at  La  Fayette  at  that  time,  and  a 
gentleman  was  teaching  there  5  and  I  know  another  thing,  that  that  gentleman  was 
recognized  as  a  clever,  genteel  man.    He  was  teaching  a  colored  school  in  La  Fayette. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  a  white  man.  He  was  a  Baptist  minister,  and  was  recognized  there 
by  the  Baptist  church,  and  preached  occasionally  in  the  Baptist  church  in  the  town. 

Question.  State  whether  this  Tramblies  who  was  killed  was  not  a  preacher  to  the  col- 
ored people. 

Answer.  He  had  been  a  preacher,  sir  ,*  my  information  was  that  he  had  been.  They 
had  had  him  up  in  the  church,  perhaps,  and  had  expelled  him  for  the  doctrines  he 
had  been  preaching. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  held  in  good  esteem  in  that  community? 

Answer.  He  was  when  he  was  a  slave,  for  a  colored  man. 

Question.  Not  after  he  had  become  free  ? 

Ansiver.  He  was  for  a  time,  until  he  had  got  to  preaching  a  doctrine  that  his  church 
disapproved  of,  and  they  took  him  up  and  expelled  him ;  and  it  was  believed  then  that  he 
was  exerting  an  influence  upon  the  colored  population  in  his  preaching  that  was  del- 
eterious. 

Question.  What  was  that  doctrine? 

Answer.  My  information  was  that  he  preached,  pretty  generally,  that  Christ  never 
died  for  the  southern  people  at  all ;  that  he  only  died  for  the  northern  people. 

Question.  That  made  him,  then,  very  odious  to  the  white  people  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  did  it  not  ? 

Answer.  It  particularly  did  to  the  people  of  the  church  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

Question.  A  colored  church  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  a  colored  church.  I  do  not  think  the  churches 
were  separated  at  that  time.  I  think  the  white  and  colored  were  all  in  the  same 
church,  up  to  that  time,  in  that  community. 

Question.  Were  the  churches  mixed,  colored  and  white,  in  that  community  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir  ;  they  are  yet  in  many  portions  of  the  community  ;  I  do  not 
know  whether  in  that  particular  neighborhood  they  are  now  or  not. 

Question.  They  associate,  then,  together  in  their  religious  assemblies,  without  any 
distinction  as  to  color  or  politics  ? 

Anstver.  I  did  not  say  that,  sir,  so  far  as  their  social  relations  are  concerned ;  but  so 
far  as  church  matters  are  concerned,  in  churches  that  have  a  mixed  membership, 
there  is  a  part  of  the  house  designated  for  the  colored  people  and  the  other  part  for 
the  white  people. 

Question.  Do  such  religious  assemblies,  in  part  of  whites  and  in  part  of  blacks, 
allow  a  colored  preacher  to  teach  them  ? 

Answer.  Occasionally  they  do,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  they  not  have  separate  services  ? 

Answer.  They  do  sometimes ;  most  generally  they  do  ;  most  generally  they  have  sep- 
arate services  ;  but  it  has  always  been  the  case  up  to  the  close  of  the  war  that  the 
churches  were  mixed  in  that  way.  There  were  very  few  colored  churches  anywhere  in 
the  South  that  were  entirely  of  colored  people,  and  there  were  a  few  colored  preachers, 
who  were  men  of  better  information  than  the  common  run  of  them,  who  frequently 
preached  to  white  people,  and  w^hite  people  have  gone  to  hear  them.  I  have  gone  fre- 
quently myself.  It  was  not  common  in  the  South,  until  a  few  years  before  the  war, 
to  have  separate  services  for  the  colored  people ;  that  was  not  common  in  the  South. 
It  was  a  practice  that  was  adopted  a  few  years  before  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  became  pretty  general  all  over  the  South,  that  separate  services  were  held  for  the, 
colored  people ;  but  it  did  not  use  to  be  so  in  my  earlier  days. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  now  recur  to  the  question  you  have  not  answered,  whether  this  new  doc- 
trine on  the  part  of  Mr.  Tramblies,  in  his  religiotis  teaching,  did  not  make  him  very 
obnoxious  to  the  white  people  of  that  neighborhood? 

Ansiver.  So  far  as  I  heard  any  expression,  it  did  seem  to  have  that  effect.  I  heard 
but  a  few  persons  speaking  of  it.  I  heard  some  of  them  speak  of  it  up  there — that 
he  had  been  preaching  that  doctrine,  and  had  been  dealt  with  by  his  churcTi,  and  ex- 
pelled for  preaching  that  doctrine ;  and,  so  far  as  those  persons  I  heard  speak  of  it  were 
concerned,  I  should  think  they  approved  the  action  of  the  church.         _^ 
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Question.  Was  he  not  also  a  zealous  republican  ? 

Answer,  I  think  he  was,  sir. 

Qtiestion,  Was  he  recognized  as  a  sort  of  political  leader,  in  that  part  of  the  county,  of 
the  colored  people  ? 

Anstoer,  I  think  the  colored  people  so  regarded  him.  I  think  he  was  active,  like 
most  of  their  preachers  here. 

Question.  How  long  had  he  been  under  the  ban  of  popular  disfavor,  on  account  of  his 
sentiments,  before  his  killing  occurred  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  can  answer  that.  When  I  was  informed  about  the  doctrines 
he  was  preaching,  and  about  his  having  been  expelled,  I  do  not  think  I  was  informed 
how  long  it  had  been,  but  my  impression  is  it  had  not  been  a  great  while.  I  think  up 
to,  perhaps,  some  considerable  time  after  the  close  of  the  war,  he  was  held  in  very  good 
esteem  by  the  people  generally.    He  had  been  regarded  as  a  very  good  old  man. 

Question.  Except  for  those  sentiments,  do  you  know  anythiug  against  him? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Quostion.^  His  moral  character  was  good,  I  understand  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  against  him. 

Question.  His  liabits  were  all  good  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  anything  against  him. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  what  the  immediate  provocation  to  his  assassination  was  ? 
I  understood  you  to  say  that  what  these  men  said  was  ail  a  mere  pretext  f 

Answe)\  They  at  first  stated  that  they  believed  this  negro  thief  was  in  his  house, 
which  he  denied,  and  they  came  in  ostensibly  to  make  search,  and  did  make  search. 
They  then  accused  him  of  knowing  where  this  negro  was,  and  demanded  that  he  should 
tell  them,  and  he  persisted  that  he  knew  nothing  about  him  at  all,  and  they  got  to 
bandying  words  back  and  forth,  disputing  what  each  other  said,  and  in  that  way  it 
resulted  in  his  being  shot.  They  accused  him  of  knowing  where  this  negro  thief  was, 
but  he  denied  it. 

Question.  All  that  was  a  mere  pretext,  I  understand — that  there  had  been  no  negro 
thief  who  was  secreted  anywhere  ? 

Answei\  O,  this  negro  thief  was  in  jail ;  he  had  been  brought  out  during  the  evening 
up  to  the  court-house  for  some  purpose — perhaps  to  settle  a  day  for  his  trial — and  car- 
ried back  ;  that  had  occurred  and  they  identified  this  x)articular  man,  whose  name  I 
do  not  remember  now.  I  think  this  thief  was  in  there  for  some  felony  ;  he  was  notori- 
ous as  a  thief. 

Question.  But  he  did  not  escape  ? 

An8we^\  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  a  mere  pretext  ? 

Ansiver.  They  stated  that  as  the  jailer  or  sheriif  had  carried  him  back,  he  had  made 
his  escape,  but  that  was  not  true  in  point  of  fact. 

Question.  Is  it  likely,  that  if  this  attacking  party  were  citizens  of  Georgia,  they  would 
have  known  these  facts,  which  had  transpired  at  La  Fayette? 

Answer.  I  should  think  it  was ;  court  was  in  session  and  it  was  in  the  afternoon  that 
this  negro  was  brought  up  to  the  court-house  and  carried  back  to  the  jail  again ;  and 
the  information  I  had  was  that  they  traveled  the  road  from  La  Fayette  up  in  that  direc- 
tion that  night ;  the  impression  on  my  mind  is,  that  they  were  in  all  ijrobabiiity  in 
La  Fayette  during  the  day. 

Question.  Why  may  they  not  have  been  citizens  of  La  Fayette  ? 

Answer.  They  may  have  been.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say.  I  merely  speak  of  the  im- 
pression of  the  community — that  they  were  persons  from  Georgia. 

Question.  Beyond  the  coroner's  inquest  and  the  investigation  which  had  attended  it, 
was  there  any  effort  made  on  the  part  of  the  community  to  discover  who  these  crimi- 
nals were  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  was  a  very  general  inquiry.  There  was  a  large  number  of 
persons  in  attendance  on  the  court  there  during  the  time,  and  I  saw  a  good  many  per- 
sons who  seemed  to  be  engaged  in  inquiring  and  making  investigations ;  trying  to 
ascertain  who  it  was.  I  recollect  seeing  some  young  men  who  were  very  active ;  one 
man  whose  two  sons  had  been  suspected,  took  a  very  active  part.  I  suspected  at  the 
time  he  was  trying  to  ascertain  whether  his  sons  were  in  it  or  not,  but  from  my  knowl- 
edge of  the  man,  who  is  a  clever  man  and  a  good  citizen,  subsequent  events  rather 
satisfied  me  that  he  was  in  good  faith  trying  to  find  out  who  it  was. 

Question.  Suppose  instead  of  Tramblies  some  prominent  leading,  respectable,  white 
citizen  of  that  community  had  been  killed  under  similar  circumstances,  do  you  not 
think  that  the  efibrts  to  discover  the  criminal  would  have  been  successful  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  I  would  say  this  in  answer :  that  if  a  very  prominent 
man  in  any  community  were  to  be  murdered  by  any  person  I  suppose  there  would  be 
greater  efibrts  made  than  in  case  of  the  murder  of  a  person  who  did  not  stand  so  high; 
and  it  might  be  more  likely  to  be  successful  under  such  circumstances.  My  impres- 
sion is,  f»om  what  I  know  of  that  community,  that  about  as  much  effort  has  been 
made  to  ascertain  the  murderers  of  this  man  as  is  usual  in  almost  any  community,  and 
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there  may  be  now,  for  anything  I  know,  an  indictment  jiending,  found  by  that  grand 

Question.  Would  you  not  have  been  likely  to  have  heard  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  unless  the  parties  had  been  arrested;  there  is  a  fine  of  $500 
against  the  clerk  or  solicitor  or  any  member  of  the  grand  jury  who  discloses  the  fact 
o>f  an  indictment  being  found  against  a  party  until  the  party  is  under  arrest ;  and  the 
officers  are  bound  under  their  official  oaths,  and  it  is  required  to  keep  it  a  secret  until 
the  parties  are  in  custody.  I  understand  diligent  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  sherift 
and  Martin,  his  deputy,  to  discover  these  parties. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  of  the  character  and  extent  of  the  diligence  they  em- 
ployed ? 

Anstver.  I  only  know  from  what  they  said. 

Question.  Are  they  democrats  ? 

Answer    I  think  they  are  now,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  belong  to  that  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  do. 

Question.  Are  you  an  active  member  of  that  party  t 

Ansu'e}\  I  have  taken  no  particular  part  in  political  life  since  the  war. 

Question.  You  are  a  native  of  the  South? 

Ansiver.  I  am,  sir.  I  never  was  in  a  northern  State  in  my  life.  I  have  been  a  demo- 
crat all  my  life. 

Question.  You  have  not  much  faith,  then,  in  the  existence  of  this  Ku-Klux  organiza- 
tion ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  a  good  deal;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no  such  organization 
in  Chambers  County.  My  relations  with  the  people  of  that  county  are  such  that  if 
there  v/as  such  an  organization  there  I  am  satisfied  I  should  know  it. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  good  deal  with  that  organization  as  it  is  with  the  milk-sickness 
in  a  neighborhood — that  it  is  always  a  little  beyond — that  there  is  none  in  that  particu- 
lar locality  ? 

Answer.  Well,  no,  I  reckon  not ;  as  I  stated,  my  relations  with  the  people  of  that 
county  are  such  that  I  would  know  it.  I  should  also  state  that  I  lived  in  Eastern  Ala- 
bama ever  since  it  was  settled  until  I  came  to  Montgomery,  in  December,  1864,  and  I 
used  to  know  almost  everybody  in  that  community — in  the  county.  I  lived  in  Ran- 
dolph, immediately  north,  ten  years.  I  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  ;  I  lived  in  Talla- 
poosa six  years,  and  then  in  La  Fayette  twelve  years ;  so  I  have  lived  in  that  region  of 
the  country  almost  all  my  life,  and'  I  have  not  only  been  a  pretty  active  lawyer,  and 
X>racticed  in  all  the  courts  up  there  for  the  last  thirty  years,  but  I  have  also  acted  in 
the  capacity  of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  T  have  done  a  great  deal  of  preaching' 
through  all  that  country. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  disturbances  of  the  pe9;ce  in  Tallapoosa  County,  and 
where  you  formerly  practiced  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  disturbances  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Serious  in  their  character  ? 

Answer.  Some  of  them  were. 

Question.  By  men  in  disguise  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  violence  iaflicted  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  gf  but  one  case  of  particular  violence  ;  that  was 
the  killing  of  a  negro ;  I  heard,  though,  of  men  traveling  about  in  disguise  up  there. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  upon  what  mission  or  errand  ? 

Answer.  I  think  from  the  information  I  could  get  that  th^re  were  persons  traveling 
around,  and  where  they  had  heard  of  any  one,  white  or  black,  guilty  of  cutting  up 
particularly,  that  they  were  after  them  ;  but  I  will  also  state,  that  in  the  neighborhood 
in  which  this  thing  occurred,  some  of  the  citizens  there  who  suspected  who  they  were, 
just  went  to  them  and  told  them  that  thing  had  to  be  stopped,  to  stop  right  short ;  and 
from  other  information  I  received  I  am  satisfied  that  the  leaders  of  that  concern  have 
left  the  State,  and  are  gone,  and  I  think  are  now  in  the  State  of  Texas.  They  went 
from  Tallapoosa  County  to  New  Orleans.  By  the  way,  one  of  them  was  a  man  that  I 
have  known  very  intimately  for  many  years ;  I  was  with  him  in  the  confederate  service, 
in  the  army ;  he  was  in  my  regiment. 

Question'^  Did  you  understand  that  the  outrages  committed  by  this  band,  or  by  those 
bands,  made  any  distinction  on  account  of  color  or  political  opinions,  in  the  violence 
they  committed"? 

Answer.  My  information  was  in  reference  to  that,  that  their  object  in  traveling 
around  was  to  get  at  persons  who  had  been  guilty  of  flagrant  violations  of  law  and 
public  morals,  especially  where  colored  men  had  insulted  w^hite  ladies ;  I  think  that 
fvvas  the  principal  thing  that  they  were  disposed  to  make  examples  for. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  they  usurped,  in  any  degree,  the  fun<;tions  oL  the 
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oourtS;  or  that  they  only  visited  punishment  upon  that  class  of  oiienses  not  cognizable 
l»y  the  court  ? 

An8wet\  I  do  not  think  I  am  well  informed  as  to  what  their  real  objects  were.  Those 
instances  I  heard  of,  in  which  they  took  any  real  action  at  all,  were  where  persons  had 
been  guilty  of  very  flagrant  outrageous  crimes ;  but  even  that  was  stopped  by  the 
community,  because  the  laboring  population  had  become  alarmed,  and  were  about  to 
leave  the  community — the  negroes  particularly. 

Questioru  Were  these  outrages  committed  uniformly  upon  blacks  ? 

Answer,  As  I  stated,  I  do  not  remember  now  of  but  one  outrage  that  I  heard  of  com- 
mitted by  them ;  but  that  they  were  riding  around. 

Question.  Would  a  single  outrage  be  sufficient  to  intimidate  the  whole  community  of 
laboring  people  so  as  to  cause  them  to  make  an  exodus  ? 

Ansxtser.  No,  sir;  they  went  to  other  places.  I  spoke  of  one  particular  act  only ;  Jbut 
they  went  in  their  disguises  to  other  places,  and  inquired  for  other  parties,  and  this 
fact  of  their  traveling  about  in  disguises  produced  a  terror.  There  was  so  much 
said  about  Ku-Klux  ;  it  has  beeji  a  theme — ^like  the  old  plan  of  scaring  children  with 
raw-head  and  bloody-bones. 

Question.  jyiA  you  understand  that  these  men  were  in  the  habit  of  sending  threaten- 
ing letters,  or  of  leaving  notices,  or  anything  of  that  sort  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  heard  anything  of  the  sort.  There  was  one  man  up  in 
that  community  who  just  took  his  double-barrelled  gun,  (he  had  a  lafge  farm,)  and  he 
rode  around  to  the  houses  where  he  believed  the  respective  parties  lived,  and  gav& 
notice  that  this  thing  must  stop,  or  he  would  shoot  the  last  one  of  them.  He  was 
lather  a  terrible  man,  and  they  thought  "  discretion  the  better  part  of  valor,"  and 
desisted. 

Question.  How  long  was  it  before  they  desisted  ?    Was  it  a  year  or  so  ? 

Ansiver.  O,  no,  sir ;  only  a  few  weeks. 

Question.  Any  houses  burned  down  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  heard  of. 

Question.  Any  assemblies  of  the  people  visited  ? 

Ansiver.  None  at  all. 

Question.  Were  there  instances  of  violence — families  visited  after  night  ? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  of  their  riding  the  road,  and  calling  at  houses,  and  inquiring  for 
particular  parties,  but  no  violence  was  offered.  It  was  supposed  that  this  same  party 
killed  a  negro  after  that.    I  do  not  know  certainly  by  any  means. 

Question.  To  return  to  the  case  of  Tramblies.  Do  you  know  anything  against  the 
character  of  this  lady  teacher  ? 

Ansiver.  As  to  any  particular  act  ? 

Question.  Anything  against  her  moral  character  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  her  at  all,  only  just  what  I  have  heard  said 
of  her  -in  the  community :  that  she  was  a  woman  of  low  character.  I  do  not  know  any 
specific  charges. 

Question.  Was  that  the  subject  of  conversation  until  affcer  Tramblies's  death  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  knew  anything  about  her  until  after  that.  I  do  not  think  1 
had  any  knowledge  of  her  until  then. 

Question.  Would  the  mere  fact  that  she,  a  white  woman,  was  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  teaching  a  colored  school  put  her  under  the  ban  of  the  community,  or  any  por- 
tion of  the  community  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  likely  it  would  with  some  portions  of  the  community.  } 
should  think  likely  it  would  have  that  effect. 

Question.  Please  designate  the  portion  of  the  community  you  refer  to  ? 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  designate  the  persons. 

Question.  I  ask  you  to  classify  them  ? 

Answer.  I  say  this,  that  throughout  the  South  there  are  a  few  persons,  in  almost  anj 
community,  that  would  be  prejudicial,  to  some  extent,  against  a  lady  engaged  in  th^ 
business  of  teaching  a  colored  school ;  that  has  been  the  sentiment ;  it  is  not  so  strong 
now  as  immediately  after  the  war. 

Question.  Is  this  class  composed  of  persons  of  wealth,  intelligence,  and  influence  ? 

Ansivtr.  Not  as  a  general  rule.  I  think  the  persons  of  more  intelligence,  who  wer 
better  informed,  entertained  a  different  opinion ;  but  I  spoke  of  that  for  the  reaso 
that  I  have  occasionally  met  these  questions  in  the  associations  of  the  church  organize 
tion  to  which  I  belong ;  and  these  questions  have  frequently  come  up,  from  the  clos 
of  the  war  until  the  present  time.  I,  as  an  individual,  have  advocated  the  idea  of  oi 
southern  ladies  and  gentlemen  turning  out  and  taking  charge  of  these  colored  school 
and,  sometimes,  I  have  been  pretty  hotly  assailed  by  some  of  my  brethren  for  my  se 
timents  on  the  subject.  Generally,  persons  that  are  well  enough  educated  enterta 
the  same  views  I  do ;  but  the  more  ignorant  are  not  so  likely  to  have  that  sort 
views;  they  have  their  prejudices,  and  they  are  strong. 

Qwestio??.  Did  those  persons  who  assailed  your  views  entertain  the  opinion  that 
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was  a  low  bnsiness,  a  low  occupation,  for  a  wMte  person  to  "be  engaged  in  teacMng 
colored  children  ? 

Answer.  That  seemed  to  be  their  idea ;  the  first  time  I  recollect  anything  of  the  sort 
occurring  was  in  the  fall  of  1865,  when  I  attended  an  association  down  there  at  Orion, 
in  Pike  County,  in  which  I  made  a  speech  in  the  association  advocating  that  idea.  I 
heard  many  persons  say  if  I  wanted  southern  ladies  to  turn  out  and  teach  negroes  I  had 
hetter  put  my  own  daughters  at  it — I  had  grown  daughters.  I  replied  that  I  was  very 
willing  to  do  it  when  their  services  were  needed. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 

Question.  Judge,  at  that  time  you  were  a  little  in  advance  of  the  public  sentiment  of 
the  community  on  that  subject? 

Answer.  I  think  I  was. 

Question.  That  spirit,  you  say,  has  died  out,  however  ? 

Answer.  VerJ^  much  indeed.  I  think  the  people  generally,  all  over  this  country,  are 
beginning  to  entertain  the  same  sentiments  I  did  then.  There  are,  though,  a  few  per- 
sons who  entertain  these  same  sentiments  j  there  would  be  some  in  almost  any  com- 
munity, and  I  suppose  it  would  be  so  up  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  your  information  was  that  this  white  lady 
had  ineffectually  made  application  in  white  families  for  board ;  that  she  was  refused, 
and  for  that  cause  was  compelled  to  take  board  in  this  n^gro  man's  house  ? 

Ansxoer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  said  that ;  I  understood  that  she  had  applied  for  board 
in  some  families  in  the  neighborhood,  and  had  been  refused. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  ground  of  refusal  was  her  occupation — the 
fact  that  she,  a  white  woman,  was  engaged  in  teaching  a  colored  school  ? 

Answer.  T  did  not  understand  that  that  was  the  reason,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  opinion  as  to  whether  that  was  the  reason,  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  altogether  likely,  from  what  I  heard,  that  that  was  partly  the 
reason;  and  it  was  partly  on  account  of  her  character ;  that  respectable  people  did  not 
want  such  a  woman  as  they  understood  her  to  be,  possessing  such  a  character  as  she 
povssessed  ;  they  would  not  want  her  as  a  boarder  under  any  circumstances. 

Question.  What  were  the  specific  objections  against  the  woman  ?  What  was  urged 
against  her  at  West  Point,  where  she  came  from  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  any  particular  charges  against  her  except  the 
ftict  that  her  associates  about  West  Point,  and  where  she  came  from,  were  of  a  low 
class  of  persons ;  that  she  associated  with  a  low  class  of  persons,  and  not  with  those 
who  stood  well  in  society.  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  any  specific  charges  against 
her  at  all ;  the  only  thing  was  that  her  associations  since  she  had  been  in  the  country 
were  of  such  a  class  that  respectable  people  did  not  like  to  associate  with  her. 

Question.  Did  not  this  killing  occur  shortly  before  the  election  last  fall  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  did.  I  think  it  was  in  October ;  it  may  have  been  at  the  spring 
term  of  the  court,  but  I  think  it.  was  at  the  fall  term  in  October. 

Question.  Was  the  public  meeting  at  La  Fayette,  at  which  the  colored  man  was  killed, 
also  upon  the  eve  of  the  election  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  so  ;  it  was  a  public  meeting  for  "the  purpose  of  public  speaking. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  that  the  negro  killed  had  been  knocked  down  .by  Adams 
with  a  club,  and  that  he  was  in  the  act  of  making  his  escape  from  the  crowd  at  the 
time  he  was  shot  down  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  recollect  about  the  knocking  down ;  he  may  have  been  knocked 
down  ;  my  information  was  that  he  made  battle  at  Adams. 

Question.  And  that  he  was  shot  in  the  act  of  resisting  his  arrest  ? 

Answer.  Adams  may,  have  struck  him;  the  impression  made  upon  me  was  that  Adams 
was  acting  in  self-defense. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  man  killed  had  a  weapon  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  so. 

Question.  A  pistol  or  knife  ? 

Ansiver.  I  am  not  sure. 

Question.  And  that  he  had  drawn  his  weapon  out  there  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  and  I  think  that  Adams  was  regarded  in  the  community  there  as 
justifiable  in  shooting  in  order  to  protect  his  own  life ;  and  Adams  came  near  being 
killed  there  at  that  time,  and  was  laid  up  for  a  good  while. 

Question.  By  whom ;  by  this  man,  or  others  ? 

Answer.  I  think  perhaps  by  the  mob  generally.  I  do  not  know  whether  by  this  man 
or  others ;  they  would  have  assassinated  him — there  is  no  doubt  about  it  in  the  world — 
if  other#negroes  as  well  as  white  people  had  not  protected  him ;  there  were  not  white 
people  enough  to  protect  him. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  this  assault  upon  him  was  made  exclusively  by 
negroes  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  was  a  negro  meeting  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  some  whites  attended  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  whites  democrats  or  republicans  ? 

^nsu'er.  Some  of  both  ;  it  was  a  republican  meeting,  however. 

Question.  You  never  understood  that  the  interrupting  negro  was  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  I  ever  did. 

Question.  You  never  heard  that  he  was  sent  there  by  the  Democrats  to  interrupt  the 
speaker  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  such  a  thing  hinted  by  anybody. 

Question.  How  many  were  engaged  in  this  effort  to  rescue  the  man  killed,  or  in  the 
assault  upon  the  marshal,  which  was  attempted  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  as  to  number.    It  was  a  very  large  number  ;  it  was  a  mob. 

Question.  Was  this  in  a  grove  or  building  ? 

Answer.  It  was  in  a  grove,  sir,  out  near  a  building — the  school  edifice  they  have  there 
for  the  colored  people.  I  say  a  school  edifice  ;  it  is  used  both  for  school  and  chui'ch 
purposes  ;  it  was  formerly  the  female  academy  of  La  Fayette. 

Question.  What  has  become  of  the  prosecutions  against  the  negroes  who  w^ere  con- 
cerned in  this  rescue,  or  attempt  to  rescue  ? 

Ansiver.  I  expect,  sir,  that  they  are  still  pending,  and  will  be  tried,  likely,  this 
week ;  that  court  is  now  in  session,  and  this  is  the  criminal  week  of  that  court. 

Question.  Were  they  committed  to  jail? 

Ansiver.  I  think  one  is  in  jail ;  I  do  not  know  but  others. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  number  under  prosecution  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  have  been  informed.  The  matter  was  before  the  grand  jury 
at  the  last  term  of  the  court,  I  think,  but  I  do  not  know,  not  having  been  employed  in 
any  of  the  cases.  I  never  looked  into  them  at  all,  but  knowing  Mr.  Adams  as  I  did,  as 
a  clever,  nvce  young  man,  and  knowing  his  father,  and  having  known  his  father  and 
mother  many  years,  particular  friends  of  mine,  I  felt  some  interest. 

Question.  If  it  should  transpire  that  the  man  killed  was  unarmed,  and  had  no  weai¥>u 
on  his  person,  would  you  regard  it  as  a  case  of  self-defense  on  the  part  of  Adams  to 
shoot  this  man  down  ? 

Ansiver.  It  might  be  connected  with  the  other  facts  ;  if  this  man  was  making  at  him 
to  make  fight,  as  one  of  the  mob  that  were  making  fight  and  making  an  effort  to  res- 
cue him,  and  their  numbers  were  greater  than  Mr.  Adams  could  contend  with,  I  think 
it  might  be  self-defense ;  but  if  he  was  only  endeavoring  to  get  away,  I  do  not  think 
it  would  be. 

Question.  In  what  way  was  Adams  injured;  was  he  shot  or  knifed  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  was  shot  or  cut  with  a  knife ;  he  w^as  beaten 
over  the  head  with  sticks,  and  had  a'number  of  wounds  upon  him,  and  was  severely 
injured,  and  confined  to  his  bed  a  long  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Upon  whose  application  was  Adams  present  ? 
Ansiver.  The  application  of  the  persons  who  had  gotten  up  the  meeting. 
Question.  The  republican  managers  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  ever  heard  of  any  attempt  of  employers  of  col 
ored  men  to  control  their  action  and  will,  as  voters,  by  threats  of  discharge  or  otlie^ 
oppressive  means  f 

Answer.  I  do  not,  sir,  know  of  any  such  instance  at  all. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  noticed  any  discrimination  made  on  account  of  color  oi 
political  opinion  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  the  course  of  your  practice  o] 
otherwise  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  of  any  instance  of  it,  sir.    I  have  occasionally — but  nc 
I  do  not  think  it  was  hardly  on  account  of  color,  either,  but  on  account  of  charactei 
I  think  an  upright  colored  man  can  get  as  full  and  ample  justice  in  the  courts  where 
practice  as  a  white  man,  and  I  think  that  a  republican  can  in  any  of  our  courts,  so  fa 
as  I  know,  if  he  is  a  man  of  good,  correct  character. 

Question.  Do  you  think  Mr.  Tramblies,  with  his  odious  doctrines,  would  have  stood 
fair  chance  in  a  conn  of  justice  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  would  if  he  held  those  doctrines,  nor  do  I  think  he  wou 
if  he  had  been  a*  white  man  eitlier. 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  any  case  in  which  men  banded  together,  whether  di 
guised  or  undisguised,  and  committing,  under  cover  of  the  night  or  in  the  dayligh 
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violence  upon  the  persons  of  Union  men,  black  or  white,  have  ever  been  brought  to 
punishment  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  have,  for  I  do  not  think  I  have  known  of  the  instances  in 
which  those  thini^s  have  occurred. 


Montgomery,  xIlabama,  October  20,  1871. 
DANIEL  TAYLOR  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Please  to  state  your  residence. 

Answer.  My  residence  has  been  Tallapoosa  County  for  fourteen  or  fifteen  years.  At 
this  time  my  family  is  living  in  Opelika.  I  spend  most  of  my  time  in  Tallapoosa 
County,  I  think.  I  do  not  know  which  would  be  my  residence,  for  I  have  my  family 
there,  to  school  my  children ;  but  I  spend  most  of  my  time  on  my  plantation,  where 
my  business  is. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  South  ? 

Ansii'er.  Yes,  sir;  I  was  born  in  Georgia,  and  principally  raised  in  Alabama. 

Question.  Is  your  occupation  that  of  a  planter  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  With  which  party  do  you  affiliate  ? 

Anstver.  With  the  democrats.     I  have  been  a  democrat  ail  my  life. 

Question.  We  wish  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  that  part  of  Alabama  where 
you  live,  so  far  as  regards  the  execution  of  laws  and  the  safety  of  the  lives  and 
property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Please  give  the  committee  any  information 
you  have  on  that  subject  derived  from  your  personal  knowledge,  or  from  such  sources 
of  information  as  you  deem  reliable. 

Answer.  Right  now,  at  this  time,  I  do  not  know  of  anything  of  the  sort  being  in 
existence,  but  some  nine,  ten,  or  twelve  months  ago  there  Avas,  as  I  think  and  believe, 
an  organization  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  an  organization  popularly  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  organi- 
zation ? 

Answer.  «Yes,  sir  ;  that  was  the  name  it  went  by. 

Question.  Now,  you  may  give  the  eviUence  upon  which  you  base  that  opinion  that  it 
once  existed  there. 

Ansiver.  What  caused  me  tc^believe  that  such  a  thing  was  in  existence? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Ansiver.  Well,  the  first  knowledge  I  ever  had  of  such  a  thing  was,  I  heard  of  a  man 
named  John  T.  Wright;  I  knew  him-  when  I  saw  him;  he  was  called  the  leader  of  a 
concern  called  the  Black  Cavalry  soon  after  the  surrender,  and  which  lasted  for  a  while  ; 
T  do  not  know  how  long ;  I  never  saw  any  of  them  when  they  were  out  on  duty  or  any- 
thing of  the  sort.  After  a  while  that  seemed  to  die  out,  and  we  had  no  more  talk  of  it, 
and  the  next  thifig  I  heard  of  was  the  Ku-Klux.  Last  year  I  had  a  man  living  on  my 
place,  named  imeon  Orr,  and  a  couple  of  his  soijs,  during  the  court — I  do  not  know 
whether  at  the  spring  or  fall  term  of  the  circuit  court — when  this  John  T.  Wright  was 
there ;  as  this  man  Orr  told  me,  Wright  was  drumming  up  for  recruits,  and  asked 
Sim  Orr  to  join  it. 

Ansiver.  Recruits  for  what  organization  ? 

Question.  To  the  Ku-Klux,  and  he  gave  Orr  a  co]3y  of  the  obligation  that  they  all 
ook,  one  to  another,  explaining  that  if  they  divulged  on  each  other  they  would  suffer 
heir  brains  to  be  shot  out.  Orr  got  drunk,  and  he  was  a  man  who  drank  up  a  good 
leal  of  whisky,  and  went  up  to  Daviston,  and  was  trying  to  enlist  some  men  in  the 
rder  and  became  very  zealous.  He  approached  some  men  and  tried  to  get  them  to 
bin  it,  and  they  told  him  they  did  not  know  whether  they  wanted  to  join  it  or  not* 
at  he  inisted,  and  went  so  far  as  to  tell  them  that  he  would  read  the  obligation  to 
bem,  and  leave  it  optional  to  them  to  accept  or  not.  After  hearing  it  they  refused, 
light  there  I  got  my  starting-point.  But  just  before  I  came  in  possession  of  this  last 
ling  that  I  have  stated,  one  of  my  neighbors,  named  .Meadows,  had  some  negroes 
ired  to  work  on  his  farm  with  him,  and  this  company  went  there  one  night  in  dis- 
p^ise  and  called  Meadows  out  and  talked  to  him,  and  threatened  him  pretty  severely. 

fter  they  got  through  with  him  they  went  and  took  a  negro  girl  out  that  he  had  and 

hipped  her  pretty  severely,  and  told  her  that  she  had  to  leave  the  country,  and  they 

d  not  intend  any  negro  should  stay  in  the  community.    She  took  them  at  their  word, 

id  the  next  day,  Sunday,  she  put  out.    After  they  had  whipped  her  they  went  back. 

ley  took  Meadows  out  a  second  time  and  told  him  if  he  did  not  behave  himself  what 

ey  would  do  with  him.    The  next  Saturday  night  following,  a  company  of  them 

ssed  my  place  and  went  up  to  a  widow  lady's  that  I  had  on  my  place  ;  her  little 

ys  worked  with  me ;  they  called  her  out  and  pretended  that  they  were  strangers  in  the 
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country  and  did  not  know  the  way  to  Daviston,  and  made  some  inquiries,  and  plagued 
the  old  lady  right  smartly,  and  they  went  on  to  Daviston.  There  is  a  Squire  Brewer 
up  here  that  drinks  too  much  whisky,  and  is  said  to  be  cruel  to  his  family  at  times. 
^They  called  him  out  and  gave  him  a  lecture ;  told  him  if  he  did  not  trea.t'^his  family 
better  what  they  would  do  with  Sim.  They  scared  him  pretty  badly,  but  did  not  hurt 
him,  and  went  on  about  their  business.  The  next  Monday  morning,  one  of  these  young 
Orrs  came  by  my  place,  going  to  another  place  on  the  plantation ;  the  plantation 
reaches  four  miles  and  a  half  up  the  creek.  It  seemed  that  this  young  man  was  afraid 
that  they  had  passed  my  place,  without  the  negroes  knowing  anything  aboi^^it.  At  all 
events  he  asked  the  negroes  if  they  knew  the  Ku-Klux  had  passed  by  there  Saturday. 
The  negroes  told  him  they  had.  Then,  when  his  father  came  on,  I  do  not  remember 
whether  it  was  Monday  evening  or  Tuesday  evening,  I  stopped  him  and  interrogated 
him.  I  took'him  off  to  himself,  and  put  some  very  direct  questions  to  him  in  a  jiositive 
way,  and  drew  out  of  him  by  myself,  when  we  were  alone,  about  this  man  John  Wright 
initiating  him  at  Dadeville  court.  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  the  spring  term 
or  fall  term,  but  this  took  place  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  not  far  from  twelve  months 
ago.  There  I  drew  out  of  him  how  he  came  to  his  position  as  captain  of  the  concern  in 
my  neighborhood,  and  I  told  him  I  thought  the  thing  was  injuring  the  men  who 
wanted  tp  have  their  farms  cultivated  by  freedmen ;  that  I  wanted  my  negroes  let 
alone  as  long  as  they  behaved  themselves,  and  when  they  did  not  behave  themselves 
I  was  in  favor  of  making  them  do  it,  as  well  as  anybody  else.  Right  there  is  where  I 
got  from  him  the  x)osition  he  held.  That  is  about  as  much  as  I  know  that  1  could  testify 
to  positively.  I  have  heard  a  good  many  outside  reports.  This  man,  John  T.  Wright, 
has  now  gone  to  Texas,  as  I  understand. 

Question.  Have  you  related  to  the  committee  all  the  instances  that  you  now  remem- 
ber, of  which  you  have  any  information,  of  the  visits  made  by  these  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  of  others  by  rumor. 

Question.  You  may  state  the  rumors,  if  you  deem  them  reliable.  You  may  state 
their  substance. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  similar  organizations  passing  about  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Youngsville,  sixteen  or  seventeen  miles  from  my  neighborhood.  I  heard  of  a  com- 
pany riding  over  in  there  one  night.  I  could  not  say  whether  I  heard  that  they 
whipped  any  negroes  that  I  know  of,  but  they  run  a  good  many  of  them  out  into  the 
woods  and  got  them  pretty  badly  scared.  I  heard  that  some  of  the  negroes  were  going 
to  leave  that  portion  of  the  country,  and  I,  being  a  little  scarce  of  hands,  thought  it 
was  a  good  time  for  me  to  drive  into  that  section  of  the  country  and  get  some  of  these 
hands  who  were  going  to  leave.  That  led  me  to  that  neighborhood  a  few  days  after- 
wards. While  I  was  there  I  saw  some  negroes  who  seemed  uneasy.  I  did  not  find 
anybody  hurt,  but  they  were  scared,  and  talked  about  leaving.  I  went  to  a  man's 
plantation  named  HarroU,  and  I  was  talking  to  him  about  it.  He  said  that  when  he 
first  saw  me  he  concluded  I  was  one  of  these  Ku-Klux,  and  sent  these  men  over  there 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  this  disturbance  among  the  negroes,  in  order  to  get 
them  away,  but  after  talking  with  him  a  while  I  satisfied  him  on  that  point.  I  gave 
him  my  opinion  of  the  Ku-Klux ;  assured  him  that  I  hated  them  as  bad  as  I  did  the 
devil  himself,  and  I  told  him  the  truth  when  I  said  so.  After  talking  with  him,  and 
getting  him  to  fully  understand  my  puQsition,  I  told  him  I  did  not  come  there  to  take 
his  hands,  or  anybody  else's  hands,  but  that  if  they  were  going  to  change  homes  I 
thought  I  had  as  much  right  to  get  them  as  anybody  else.  Then  he  went  on  and  told 
me  what  he  knew  about  these  men,  and  he  went  over  a  good  many  names  in  his  neigh- 
borhood that  he  knew  belonged  to  the  order,  and  he  said  that  he  had  seen  them  outon 
duty  in  their  uniforms,  and  that  in  one  or  two  instances  they  were  a  little  free.  He 
did  not  recognize  them  properly,  but  they  held  up  their  veils  over  their  faces  and 
asked  him  if  he  knew  who  they  were,  and  he  told  them  he  did.  That  is  about  all  I 
know  about  that  section  of  country. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  did  Harroll  live  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  lived  right  over  on  the  line  in  Coosa  County;  I  don't  remembe 
how  far  from  Youngsville,  but  I  think  his  post-office  in  Nixburg.  His  name  is  R.  D 
Harroll. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  What  kind  of  men  went  into  this  organization,  so  far  as  you  ascertaino 
from  Harroll  and  other  sources  ? 

Answei'.  As  far  as  my  opinion  and  observation  extend,  they  are  the  lowest-dowi 
meanest  characters  that  we  have  got  among  us.  I  do  not  know  any  honorable  ma, 
that  belongs  to  them,  or  who  was  ever  connected  with  them  in  any  way. 

Question.  All  white  men  ? 

Answer.  All  white  men. 

Question.  Generally  renters  ?  ^-^  j 
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Ansiver.  Some  of  them  were,  and  some  of  them  own  little  places  of  tlieir  own  ;  some 
of  such  men  as  you  have  seen  from  pillar  to  post,  with  no  occupation  of  any  sort. 

Question.  What  seemed  to  be  their  purpose  in  alarming  the  negroes  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  could  answer  that  question  satisfactorily  or  not.  I 
do  not  know  that  I  have  an  opinion  to  satisfy  myself  about  that.  Sometimes  I  thought 
that  that  class  of  men  believed  after  the  surrender,  when  the  negroes  were  set  free, 
that  they  would  fetch  everybody  else  down  to  a  level  with  themselves.  Instead  of 
trying  to  build  up,  I  think  their  intention  was  to  pull  down,  thinking,  maybe,  that  by 
running  the  negroes  out  of  the  neighborhood  it  would  make  labor  scarce,  and  they 
could  pick  a  choice  of  the  land  in  the  neighborhood.  They  will  not  cultivate  any- 
body else's  land  if  you  will  let  them  have  it.  They  will  go  and  butcher  it  np  and 
make  their  expenses,  but  not  more  than  their  income.  They  are  no  benefit  to  them- 
selves or  anybody  else. 

Question.  Would  you  prefer  negro  labor  to  that  class  ? 

Ansiver.  Negroes  are  the  best.    I  have  tried  both. 

Question.  Did  they  seem  prejudiced  against  the  negroes  on  account  of  their  being 
vested  with  the  privilege  of  suffrage  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  say  that.  I  do  not  believe  that  when  that  thing 
was  first  thought  of,  when  it  first  commenced,  they  had  any  bad  intentions  in  view. 
When  the  negroes  were  first  set  free,  j^ou  know  there  were  some  men  around  here 
rather  demoralized  the  negroes,  and  made  them  think  that  negroes  were  better  than 
white  folks.  If  you  do  not  know  so  I  do.  This  class  of  men  raised  a  sort  of  prejudice, 
thinking  that  there  was  going  to  be  an  attempt  made  to  put  the  negro  above  the  white 
man.  1  think  that  when  that  thing  first  started,  it  was  to  make  the  negroes  behave 
themselves.  Some  of  the  negroes  were  mighty  saucy  and  impudent,  and  hard  to  put 
up  with.  I  think  the  thing  started  to  let  the  negro  know  that  he  must  keep  his  place, 
but  they  went  on  from  one  step  to  another.  There  was  at  one  time,  I  think,  better 
men  engaged  in  it  than  toward  the  last.  As  the  time  passed  off  for  such  things  as  that, 
when  they  thought  it  was  necessary  to  make  the  negro  behave,  the  good  men  dropped 
out,  and  it  went  into  the  hands  of  these  other  characters  I  spoke  of.  I  think  their  in- 
tention was  to  run  the  negro  labor  entirely  out  of  the  country,  making  the  men  that 
had  land  let  them  have  it  as  they  pleased.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  correct  or 
not,  but  that  is  my  idea. 

Question.  When  was  it  that  you  visited  Mr.  Ilarroll,  and  had  this  conversation  with 
him,  and  he  imparted  this  information  to  you  in  regard  to  the  existence  of  this  order 
in  Coosa  County  ? 

Ansiver.  I  reckon  it  was  in  December  last.    I  know  it  was  just  before  Christmas, 
while  I  was  trying  to  get  up  hands  to  make  this  present  crop. 

Question.  Did  you  find  that  the  alarm'was pretty  general  in  that  neighborhood  among 
the  negroes  on  account  of  these  Ku-Klux  ridings  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  did  not  see  a  great  many  negroes,  but  I  saw  this  man  Harroll.  I 
«aw  the  impression  I  made  upon  him  in  putting  myself  right  with  him.  I  was  talking 
with  him  in  presence  of  the  negroes.  I  told  him  that  I  wanted  him  and  the  negroes  to 
know  exactly  my  position,  and  in  explaining  it  to  him  it  seemed  to  satisfy  the  negroes, 
and  I  said,  "  Mr.  Harroll,  if  your  negroes  are  satisfied  I  would  not  take  one  of  them. 
They  should  not  go  with  me  if  they  wanted  to.''  My  satisfying  Mr.  Harroll  seemed  to 
satisfy  them,  and  they  remained.  I  said,  '^  If  they  are  willing  to  remain  I  will  go  right 
off,  and  not  try  to  get  any  more  hands."  I  had  seen  two  or  three  negroes  before  I  saw 
this  man  Harroll.  The  two  or  three  I  had  seen  before  this  talked  like  they  were 
frightened.  The  others  seemed  to  think  that  if  they  behaved  themselves  they  would 
be  in  no  further  danger.  I  think  that  was  the  general  impression  among  the  negroes, 
that  as  long  as  the  negro  behaved  himself  he  was  safe. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  as  to  the  condition  of  that  neighborhood  since  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  been  back  since,  but  not  hearing  of  any  disturbance  I 
fake  it  for  granted  there  has  been  none. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  Meadows's  daughter  being  whipped  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  it  was  a  negro  girl  he  had  with  him. 

Question.  Was  Meadows  a  white  man  ? 

Answer  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  she  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  That  is  rumor,  but  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that  as  a  fact. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  numerous  that  band  was  who  visited  Meadows's 
house  and  inflicted  this  whipping  ? 

Answer.  There  were  eight  or  ten  of  them.  Meadows  told  me. 

Question.  Disguised? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Armed? 

Answer.  Not  that  he  saw.    He  did  not  see  any  armed. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  at  Brewer's  ? 

Answer.  They  only  called  him  and  asked  him  how  he  and  his  wife  were  getting  along*. 
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Question.  Did  they  leave  smy  threats  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  left  any  threats.  If  they  did  I  do  not  rememher  now. 
They  asked  if  he  had  not  been  mistreating  his  wife. 

Question.  Did  they  interfere  with  your  negroes  at  the  time  they  came  past  your  place  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  1  got  a  talk  with  a  man  after  that,  and  was  rather  accusing  him  of 
"being  in  the  company;  though  rather  in  a  friendly  way.  I  was  satisfied  then,  and  am 
yet,  that  he  was  one  of  the  men. 

Question.  I  should  like  you  to  give  the  names,  as  far  as  you  are  able  to  recall  them, 
of  the  men  whom  you  suppose  to  belong  to  that  organization  in  Tallapoosa  County  ? 

Answer.  That  did  belong  to  it  or  who  belong  to  it  now  ? 

Question.  Those  who  belonged  to  it  and  those  who  belong  to  it  now  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  such  an  organization  at  this  time  or  not.  I 
have  not  heard  of  it  since  last  fall ;  that  place  over  in  HarrolFs  neighborhood  is  the 
last  riding  that  I  have  heard  of.  Sim.  Orr  is  the  man  I  have  been  speaking  about 
and  Lonz.  Bos  worth.  Orr  was  captain,  and  Bos  worth  the  lieutenant ;  they  called  him 
Lon.  Then  there  was  John  Orr,  Lon.  Orr,  William  Patridge,  Neil  Ilarkins,  Red  Gal- 
loway— they  called  him  "  Red ; "  I  hardly  know  what  his  name  was ;  Rufus  Sturdevaut, 
John  T.  Wright,  he  has  now  left  the  country  and  gone ;  B.  L.  Coker,  Frank  Moore,  Bob 
Yates,  Ben.  Jarvis,  Taylor  Jarvis,  Newton  Jarvis,  John  Harkins,  and  Bob  Harkins. 

Question.  At  what  time,  so  far  as  your  information  extends,  were  these  men  members. 
of  that  order  I 

Answer.  Well,  they  were  all  on  duty  last  fall. 

Question.  Was  that  order  in  a  greater  state  of  activity  before  the  election  in  Novem- 
ber than  afterward  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  it  all 'occurred  after  the  election. 

Qnesiion.  Yon  have  not  heard  of  any  operations  of  this  order  this  year  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  a  word  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  employ  quite  a  number  of  hands,  Colonel  Taylor,  npon  your  planta- 
tion ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  employ  right  smart  of  them. 

Question.  What  effect  has  this  riding  over  the  county  by  disguised  men  had  upon  the 
labor  of  that  section  of  your  county  ?  Does  it  have  a  tendency  to  disturb,  or  to  make 
labor  scarce  ? 

Ansiver.  The  freedmen  you  speak  of? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Ansiver.  It  has  run  the  larger  portion  of  the  freedmen  out  of  our  neighborhood. 

Question.  That,  of  course,  is  injurious  to  the  planting  interests  of  the  county?- 

Ansiver.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  Do  they  leave  because  of  this  feeling  of  insecurity? 

Answer.  That  is  what  they  say. 

Question.  Is  that  your  own  opinion  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  own  opinion,  and  I  have  some  negroes.  Now  when  they  whipped 
this  negro  girl,  she  put  out  the  next  day,  she  and  her  mother,  and  when  they  were 
going  on  between  there  and  Opelika  she  met  some  negroes,  as  those  negroes  have  told 
me  since,  who  were  on  their  way  up  to  my  place,  coming  up  to  look,  and  if  they  liked  it, 
they  were  going  to  bring  up  a  good  many  others.  When  they  met  these  women  and 
heard  their  statement,  they  turned  around  and  went  back,  and  never  came  at  all. 
This  fall,  not  more  than  four  or  five  weeks  ago,  I  saw  those  two  fellows  that  were 
coming  up,  and  they  told  me  about  the  circumstances.  They  said  they  intended  to 
come  back  this  fall ;  they  understood  the  thing  had  all  blown  over ;  that  there  were  no 
Ku-Klnx  there  now,  and  if  that  was  the  case  they  would  come  np  there  this  fall. 

Question.  Do  you  think  if  there  is  no  more  Ku-Kluxing,  or  riding  about,  you  will  be 
able  to  stock  your  place  with  hands  ? 

^Answer.  I  think  so,  and  my  neighbors  will  too. 

Question.  Where  has  this  labor  gone  ? 

Answer.  Down  to  Opelika  and  around  there. 

Question.  Gone  to  towns  ? 

Ansiver.  Near  towns;  some  go  one  place  and  some  another. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  this  obligation  of  the  organization  read  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  have  seen  men  who  have  heard  it  read. 

Questio^i.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  nature  of  that  obligation  or  oath  ? 

Ansiver.  The  parties  were  telling  me  about  it.  I  cannot  recollect  it  aU  very  well. 
They  took  a  solemn  obligation  that  if  they  divulged  or  told  anything,  they  would 
sufier  their  brains  to  be  shot  out.  That  was  about  the  strongest  obligation  that  I 
remember. 

Question.  Is  not  that  about  as  strong  as  it  could  be  made  ? 

Answer.  1  think  so.  They  had  pass- words  too,  by  which  they  could  recognize  each 
other  in  the  darkj  if  they  heard  them  speak. 
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Question.  What  lias  been  the  conduct  of  the  colored  people  up  in  that  county  for  two 
or  three  years  back  ? 

Answei\  As  a  general  thing  it  has  been  tolerably  good.  Once  in  a  while  there  were 
some  that  would  not  behave  well,  and  did  a  great  many  things  they  ought  not  to. 
Some  would  steal,  and  some  would  sauce  white  folks,  and  once  in  awhile  I  have  heard 
of  them  attempting  to  commit  rapes,  &c.  But  that  is  rather  a  seldom  occurrence ;  £is 
a  mass,  they  behave  themselves  generally  better  than  they  do  about  the  towns. 

Question.^ Are  they  generally  liked  as  ]aborers  by  the  planters  ? 

An8w&}\  The  most  of  them  are.  Some  of  them  are  lazy,  but  generally  they  work 
well.  I  work  sixty  to  seventy  hands,  and  for  two  years  I  have  worked  white  labor 
altogether,  but  this  year  I  have  had  about  half  of  my  labor  negroes,  and  the  other  half 
white,  and  I  like  the  negroes  the  best ;  they  make  me  better  hands. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qiiestiotuln  relation  to  this  obligation,  as  it  was  repeated  to  you,  was  it  a  part  of 
that  oath  that  they  were  to  execute  or  carry  into  effect  the  order  of  the  den,  or  Klan, 
or  order,  w^hatever  it  was  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  my  recollection  is  that  there  was  nothing  obligatory  upt)n  them  to 
carry  out  anything  at  all,  only  they  enjoined  it  on  themselves  that  they  should  tell 
nothing.  Their  object  was  that  they  did  not  want  anybody  to  know  who  these  men 
were. 

QucsUon.  Do  yon  understand  how  they  formed  their  plans  by  executing  any  partic- 
ular piece  of  mischief,  wlio  controlled  the  action  of  the  members  of  the  order,  whether 
they  had  a  chief  or  not  1 

Answer.  Tliis  man  Wriglit,  I  understood,  was  the  chief. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  they  had  regular  meetings  ? 

Answer.  No,  sii*;  I  did  not  hear  that  they  had  regular  meetings ;  I  heard  that  when 
they  Avent  riding,  to  go  anywhere,  they  had  a  place  appointed  to  meet.  I  do  not  know 
whether  they  met  at  the  same  place  every  time,  but  of  course  they  had  some  place 
where  they  all  got  together. 

Question.  Whatever  they  did  on  their  raid,  did  you  understand  it  was  the  result  of  a 
joint  consultation  when  they  met  together,  or  did  some  chief  direct  the  operations  ? 

Ansioer.  I  am  of  opinion  that  each  squad  had  his  own  fun  and  amusement  whenever 
they  got  together.  For  instance,  this  man  Orr  was  captain,  and  when  they  took  a  no- 
tion to  have  an  amusement  they  would  see  each  other  a  day  or  two  before,  and  ap- 
point a  place  of  meeting,  and  all  meet  together.    That  is  my  idea  about  it. 

Question.  Has  any  effort  been  made  in  the  courts,  so  far  as  you  know,  to  break  up 
this  organization  or  punish  them  for  any  misdeeds  |^hey  have  committed  ? 

Ansiver.  None  that  I  know  of.  I  have  made  the  only  effort  that  I  know  of  to  stop  it. 
I  do  not  know  of  ^nything  else  except  what  I  did  myself.  I  told  this  man  Orr  that  if 
he  rode  there  again  it  would  be  the  last  riding  he  would  ever  do  ;  that  he  should  not 
ride  there  any  more.    I  wanted  him  to  quit  it,  and  I  told  him  he  must  quit  it. 

Question.  Who  is  this  Orr ;  wh^t  is  his  occupation  ? 

Answer.  Well,  he  is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  sometimes  farms  it.  He  is  a  tolerable 
workman,  and  a  pretty  good  farmer,  and  a  pretty  good  whisky-drinker. 

Question.  Is  he  a  young  man? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  an  old  man.  He  has  grown  children.  He  has  three  sons  about 
grown. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  prejudiced  against  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  is  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Do  you  think  this  organization  had  any  political  object  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  did,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  did.  As  to  the  most  of  the  men 
who  were  in  it,  I  do  not  think  they  had  any  politics  at  stake  at  all.  I  think  it  wslb 
just  a  notion  to  run  the  negroes  out  of  the  country,  that  they  might  butcher  up  the 
land  themselves. 

Question.  Was  this  man  Brewer  a  republican  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  threatened  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  parties  that  were  threatened  there  republicans  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  all  democrats.  Mr.  Meadows  was  a  democrat,  and  always  has 
been,  and  so  is  Mr.  Brewer. 

Question.  Over  in  Coosa,  where  you  went,  did  you  find  that  there  was  any  political 
object  tl^ere  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  this  gentleman,  with  whom  you  talked  there  about  the  Ku-Klux  dis- 
turbing his  labor,  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  whether  he  was  or  not.  /<-^ i^ 
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Question.  What  was  liis  name  ? 

Ansiver.  R.  D.  Harroll. 

Question.  Did  lie  say  anytliin^i^  on  tlie  subject  of  politics  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  intimate  in  his  complaints  against  these  people  that  they  had  any 
political  objects  whatever  ? 
.   Ansioer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  it  stated  in  reference  to  either  of  these  counties  that 
these  people  had  political  objects  to  subserve  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;•  I  never  have  heard  it  connected  with  politics  at  all,  and  my  honest 
opinion  is  that  it  had  no  connection  with  politics. 

Question.  I  would  ask  you  in  reference  to  the  farming  interests  of  that  country, 
whether  it  is  not  very  difficult  for  you  to  keep  stock  of  any  kinds  upon  your  farms  now? 

Ansicer.  My  stock  is  not  interfered  with.  They  are  neglected  to  a  very  considerable 
extent.  I  am  n^t  as  successful  in  raising  my  stock  as  I  would  be  if  I  could  have  them 
better  attended  to.  I  hear  a  great  deal  about  negroes  stealing  stock  and  killing  them 
up  in  other  sections  of  the  country,  but  not  on  my  place  and  neighborhood. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  general  comx3laint  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  is  a  general  complaint  through  the  country.* 

Question.  That  there  is  a  kind  of  lawlessness  among  the  negroes,  and  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult, if  not  impossible,  to  raise  meat  through  the  country  ? 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  a  number  of  farmers  that  used  to  bo  very  successful 
farmers,  and  always  raised  plenty  of  their  own  meat  and  corn,  who  say  they  cannot 
raise  hogs  or  cows ;  that  the  negroes  kill  them  up.  I  know  a  number  of  farmers  who 
say  that. 

Question.  What  do  they  attribute  it  to  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  attribute  it  to  the  fact  that  they  cannot  control  the  negroes 
and  keep  them  from  stealing  it. 

Question.. Thej  will  steal? 

Answer.  The  negroes  will  not  work,  will  not  make  something  to  eat,  and  they  must 
live. 

Question.  And  do  steal  ? 

Ansiver.  They  do' steal;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that. 

Question.  Does  this  condition  of  affairs  produce  dissatisfaction  ? 

Answer.  Well,  of  course  it  does,  and  it  has  a  great  tendency  to  dishearten  a  great 
many  farmers.  Men  who  had  been  successful  farmers,  a  great  many  of  them  are 
wanting  to  abandon  their  business  and  go  at  something  else. 

Question.  Is  it  because  of  the  ill-treatment  which  negroes  in  many  instances  receive  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  ill-treatment  of  the  negroes,  if  that  is  not  the 
<iause  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  negroes  are  ill-treated. 

Question.  In  the  instances  in  which  they  are  ? 

Answer.  It  is  the  conduct  on  the  negro's  part ;  where  he  commits  an  outrage  of  any 
sort,  of  course  the  white  people  do  not  like  it,  and  they  want  to  try  to  make  him  do 
better. 

Question.  Is  there  a  belief  that  there  are  i3ersons  in  the  country  who  think  political 
parties  put  the  negroes  up  to  this  kind  of  devilment  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  has  been  thought  so. 

Question.  Is  there  ground  for  that  belief? 

Answ^.  I  have  thought  so  some  time  back. 

Question,  Everything  that  causes  ill-feeling  between  the  whites  and  blacks  is  availed 
of  by  a  certain  class  of  politicians  for  political  purposes,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  I  stated  some  time  back,  there  was  a  time  when  there  were  some 
men  going  through  the  country  who  made  the  negro  believe  that  he  was  the  white 
man's  superior,  and  that  he  ought  not  to  listen  to  what  a  white  man  would  say,  but 
go  along  and  have  his  own  way.  They  made  them  impudent,  and  caused  many  of 
them  to  commit  crimes,  I  think,  that  they  never  would  have  thought  of— talking  to 
them  in  that  way. 

Question.  Did  they  talk  to  them  in  a  way  to  make  them  believe  it  was  right  for  them 
to  take  this  property  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  such  things  being  stated,  and  I  heard  one  or  two  negroes 
say  that  there  had  been  men  who  had  passed  through  the  country  and  told  them  that 
the  Government  was  going  to  take  the  white  men's  land  away  from  them  and  give 
every  negio  forty  acres  of  land  and  a  mule,  and  divide  the  stock  out  among  them ;  and 
the  negroes  fully  expected  for  a  time  that  they  would  get  it. 

Question.  What  class  of  persons  was  it  that  distilled  these  ideas  into  the  negroes  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  saw  a  man  here  to-day  that  I  think  has  done  more  of  it  than  any 
other  man  I  ever  saw  or  heard  of. 

Question.  Who  is  that  man  ? 
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Answer.  Mr.  Norris.  I  have  heard  more  talk  of  him  amoDg  the  negroes  than  all 
the  other  men  put  together. 

Question.  In  this  respect  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  distracting  the  negroes  with  these  false  ideas  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  negroes  that  had  not  talked  with  him  had  talked  with  other 
negroes  that  had  talked  with  Mr.  Norris,  and  it  all  came  from  him,  I  understand.  I  can- 
not state  that  that  is  correct,  but  the  negroes  came  to  me  and  gave  it  second  or  third 
handed  from  him  that  these  forty  acres  of  land  and  a  mule,  and  other  stock,  were  to 
be  divided  out  among  them  ;  that  they  had  worked  to  help  the  former  master  to  get 
all  this  property,  and  had  a  better  right  to  it  than  he  had ;  and  that  the  time  had  come 
when  they  were  to  get  it. 

Question.  And  they  might  supply  themselves  in  the  mean  time  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  that  was  the  idea  that  was  held  out  to  them ;  that  is  what  I  had  ref- 
erence to  when  I  said  there  were  men  talking  to  the  negroes  and  trying  to  make  them 
believe  they  were  the  white  man's  superior,  and  that  all  these  things  would  come  to 
I)ass  after  a  while. 

Question.  Does  not  this  kind  of  talk  do  as  much  to  disorganize  the  labor  as  the  opera- 
nt ions  of  this  band  you  spoke  of? 

Ansiver.  1  think  so. 

Question.  Has  it  not  more  influence  with  the  negro  than  anything  else  that  is  said. 

Answer.  Yes ;  and  I  have  always  believed  and  said,  time  and  again,  that  if  there  was 
not  such  an  influence  being  used  among  the  negroes  from  the  start  they  would  have 
behaved  themselves  and  worked  better,  and  we  would  all  have  been  in  a  better  condi- 
tion to-day.  I  do  not  think  they  would  have  left  their  homes,  or  if  they  had  left  their 
homes,  they  T\^ould  have  gone  to  some  neighbor  and  complied  with  their  contracts  and 
been  settled  down  and  been  doing  well ;  much  better  than  they  are  doing. 

Question.  This  you  consider  the  prolific  source  of  the  discontent  and  disturbance 
among  the  negroes  in  this  State  ? 

Answer.  I  do  think  so. 

Question.  You  say  this  man  Wright  has  gone  from  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  organization  of  this  kind  in  your  county  now  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  o£     I  have  not  heard  a  word  of  it  since  last  winter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  if  there  had  been  a  combined  effort  upon  the  part 
of  the  influential  men  in  the  community  to  put  down  this  Ku-Kluxism,  that  if  others 
had  done  as  you  did,  it  might  have  been  stopped  long  ago  ? 

Answer.  If  they  had  known  how  to  get  at  it.  I  feel  that  I  am  the  first  man  who 
ever  got  any  of  their  names.  You  see  they  always  tried  to  keep  secret  and  not  let 
anybody  out  of  their  company  know  who  they  were,  or  at  what  time  they  went,  or 
where.  They  had  these  disguises,  and  their  horses  were  disguised.  They  had  a  white 
sheet  of  some  description  thrown  over  the  horses,  and  they  put  some  goods,  a  sort  of 
jsnuff-colored  goods,  on,  and  had  a  large  wrapper  made  that  came  around  the  throats 
and  around  the  shoulders  and  dropped  down  to  below  the  knees,  that  covered  them  ; 
and  a  large  hat  of  some  description,  and  veil  that  came  down  over  the  face  and  breast, 
with  eye-holes  cut  through  ;  that  was  the  veil  that  one  or  two  of  these  men  raised  to 
this  man  Horrall,  and  asked  him  if  he  knew  them  ;  but  I  never  saw  one  of  these  uni- 
forms in  my  life. 

Question.  Supposing  the  good  men  in  the  community  had  met  together  an4  adopted 
resolutions  denouncing  this  organization  and  its  practices,  and  resolved  that  they 
would  use  every  effort  to  ferret  out  their  crimes  and  bring  them  to  justice,  do  you  not 
think  that  such  a  decided  and  earnest  step  would,  of  itself,  have  caused  this  organi- 
zation to  disband  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  what  to  say  about  that ;  it  is  right  hard  for  men  to  go 
and  take  a  stand  against  something  they  know  so  little  about.  They  once  in  a  while 
hear  of  these  men  riding,  but  do  not  know  where  they  come  from,  or  who  they  are,  or 
anything  about  it. 

Question.  But  they  knew  they  were  exercising  a  very  pernicious  effect  upon  their 
labor,  and  injuring  the  industries  of  the  country  ? 
\4ws?(?er.  They  ought  to  have  known  it. 

Question.  If  they  had  obeyed  the  law  of  their  own  interests,  and  done  as  I  have  said, 
do  you  not  think  it  would  have  had  the  efl'ect  of  intimidating  these  Ku-Klux,  and 
causing  them  to  desist  ? 

Answer.  Yes;  but  then,  you  know,  if  every  man  would  do  his  duty  we  would  have  a 
heap  better  time  than  we  do.  But  there  is  a  great  disadvantage  about  that.  There 
are  so  many  men  who  are  slow  to  act,  who  are  so  slow  to  do  what  they  even  know  they 
ought  to  do,  that  these  little  things  go  by.    W^hat  is  everybody's  business  is  nobody's 
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business  ;  and  then  men  were  really  afraid  they  might  insult  or  offend  some  neighbor, 
and  sustain  some  little  injury  from  it  some  day. 

Question.  Afraid  that  these  Ku-Klux  might  visit  them  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  did  not  know  but  what  they  might  do  it. 

Question.  You  say  there  was  great  complaint  about  negroes  killing  stock;  how  far 
b'kck  was  this  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  that  complaint  ever  since  the  surrender,  and  I  even  hear  it 
up  to  the  present  time,  but  not  right  immediately  in  my  neighborhood,  because  we 
have  comparatively  few  negroes  up  here ;  as  I  say,  they  have  been  run  out. 

Question.  Is  there  aruy  more  difi&culty  in  discovering  the  men  who  have  stolen  or 
killed  stock  than  there  is  in  proving  ordinary  crimes  and  misdemeanors  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know,  sir  ;  not  having  anything  of  the  sort  to  ferret  out  myself,  I 
do  not  know  how  to  answer  that  question. 

Question.  Have  you  known  any  negroes  being  arrested  and  punished  for  killing  stock  ? 

Answer.  I  know  one  negro  who  was  arrested  a  short  time  back  for  going  into  a  man's 
smoke-house  and  stealing  out  a  side  of  meat. 

Question.  Did  not  these  petty  larcenies  exist  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  To  some  extent  they  did. 

Question.  Was  not  stealing  meat  out  of  smoke-houses  a  very  common  offense  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  of  such  things  before. 

Question,  Does  it  exist  to  a  greater  degree  since  the  war  than  before  ? 

Answer.  Not  in  stealing  meat  from  meat-houses.  I  do  not  think  it  is  as  much  as 
before. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  They  do  not  have  a  great  deal  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  out  in  the  woods,  or  on  the  plantations,  it  does  go  to  a  great  deal 
greater  extent ;  so  much  so  that  many  planters  have  given  ux>  raising  provisions. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  not  many  planters  given  up  planting  corn,  &c.,  in  order  to  j)lant  cotton, 
which  is  higher  priced  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  I  have  asked  my  acquaintances  out  in  my  immediate  neighbor- 
hood their  reasons  for  doing  that.  I  have  been  somewhat  opposed  to  that  kind  of 
farming  ;  before  the  war,  I  never  bought  a  bushel  of  corn  or  pound  of  bacon  ;  I  always 
raised  it  at  home ;  but  since  then  I  have  been  falling  into  the  channel,  like  my 
neighbors.  Now  I  am  planting  a  little  more  corn,  and  raising  more  stock.  I  asked  my 
neighbors  why  they  did  not  do  it.  They  told  me  they  would  do  that  thing  if  they  had 
any  assurance  of  keeping  the  hogs  after  they  started,  but  when  they  got  them  in  a  good 
thrifty  condition,  they  began  to  drop  off,  and  the  first  thing  tliey  koew  they  were  all 
gone,  and  it  was  the  same  way  even  with  the  cows. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  failure  of  crops  tor  three  years  after  the  war,  and  a  great 
deal  of  destitution  among  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  negroes  that  would  go  and  settle  down  on  plantations  and 
work  and  stay  there  always  had  plenty  to  eat.  The  white  men  who  employed  them 
felt  bound  to  keep  them  in  plenty  to  eat  and  good  clothes  to  wear  when  they  would 
stay  with  them ;  but  if  a  man  was  trying  to  make  a  negro  work,  and  talked  a  little 
short  to  the  negro,  he  Avould  x^ick  up  and  go  somewhere  else,  very  often  when  a  man 
had  made  preparations  to  go  on ;  and  when  they  left  him  it  would  sometimes  leave 
him  a  little  scanty. 

Question.  Was  it  not  possible  that  actual  destitution  immediately  after  the  war  was 
often  the  cause  of  their  taking  stock  in  order  to  supply  their  immediate  wants  ? 

Answer.  It  may  be  that  because  they  got  hungry  they  would  go  and  steal,  but  I  do 
not  think  there  was  any  necessity  for  getting  hungry. 

Question.  Was  not  labor  very  much  demoralized  after  the  war,  and  was  it  not  some 
time  before  the  industries  of  the  country  were  regularly  organized  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  I  have  never  known  the  time  when  a  negro  could  not  get  work 
to  do,  if  he  would  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Did  they  not  have  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  to  apjily  to  to  feed  them  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  not  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  feed  a  great  many  white  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  caused  them  to  do  without  a  great  deal  of  labor  that  they 
could  have  got  before  that.  The  negroes  would  quit  and  go  off  for  this  Bureau  when 
they  should  have  had  a  dependence  in  the  country.  They  depended  upon  the  Bureau 
for  rations.  ^-^  , 
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By  the  CHAiRMxiN : 

Question.  Were  there  not  many  cases  where  the  employers  cheated  the  negroes  out 
of  their  labor  ? 

Answe7\  That  has  been  said,  but  I  do  think  the  case  was  that  the  negroes  cheated  the 
owners  out  of  their  work.  In  my  honest  opinion,  the  truth  is,  the  negroes  cheated  the 
farmers  out  of  their  labor.  The  planters  had  nothing  to  pay  them  with.  The  negroes 
generally  hired  for  a  part  of  the  crop,  and  then  they»fed  themselves.  The  negroes 
were  to  pay  for  their  provisions  out  of  their  part  of  the  crop,  and  they  did  not  go  on 
making  their  crop,  so  that  their  part  of  the  crop  was  not  sufficient  to  pay  the  owner 
the  amount  that  was  due  him  for  the  land  and  stock  and  the  advance.  None  of  the 
farmers,  or  few  of  them,  are  making  anything  now.  I  think  they  are  every  day  losing 
ground;  that  is  my  experiejice;  not  getting  pay  for  their  land  or  stock  either. 

Question,  You  never  heard  any  white  men  advise  the  negroes  that  they  had  the 
right  to  supply  themselves  as  they  needed  from  the  property  of  the  white  owners,  did 
you? 

Answer,  I  never  heard  the  white  men  advise  them  that  way,  but  I  have  heard  ne- 
groes say  they  had  advised  that  way. 

Question.  In  public  addresses  by  speakers  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  by  private  counsel. 

Question.  Xou  have  referred  to  Major  Norris.  You  never  heard  him  utter  any  such 
sentiment  as  you  have  ascribed  to  him,  did  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  always  tried  to  keep  from  hearing  anything  he  had  to  say. 

Question,  You  never  heard  any  of  his  political  addresses  ? 

Answer.  I  did  hear  something  of  a  speech  one  time  in  Daaesville,  or  part  of  ifc;  not 
much. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  understand  that  he  gave  any  such  advice  to  the  negroes  in 
any  of  his  public  addresses  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  did. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  any  white  man  had,  in  any  x^ublic  address,  advised 
the  negroes  that  the  Government  would  supply  them  with  forty  acres  of  land  and  a 
mule? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remember. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  not  the  belief  almost  universal  among  the  negroes  that  these  forty 
acres  of  land  and  a  mule  were  to  be  given  to  each  of  them  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  was,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  ascertain ;  and  I  have  been  told  that 
there  were  men  that  sold  the  negro  a  little  striped  stick  for  four  or  five  dollars,  and 
would  tell  the  negro  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  and  stick  that  down  some- 
where in  the  forty  acres  he  wanted,  and  that  would  be  a  bona  fide  title  to  the  land. 

Question.  People  traveled  around  with  these  sticks  and  sold  them  to  the  negroes, 
telling  them  that  they  were  to  stake  out  their  land  with  them  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  it  possible  that  such  an  impression  could  have  got  abroad 
among  the  negroes  unless  propagated  by  white  persons  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  think  they  would  have  ever  thought  of  it. 

Question.  It  never  would  have  occurred  to  them? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  would.  I  do  not  think  they  would  have  ever  conceived 
the  idea  at  all  that  they  would  have  got  anything  that  their  former  owners  ever  had. 
I  think  they  would  not  have  thought  of  anything  else  but  their  freedom.  They  had 
that  much,  and  w^ould  have  been  content  with  it,  and  thought  that  was  all  they  had 
any  right  to,  if  these  tales  had  not  been  told  to  them. 

Question.  If  the  people  who  went  around  propagating  this  idea,  and  the  other  mis- 
chievous notions  you  have  spoken  of  in  regard  to  their  right  to  take  the  property  of 
their  neighbors,  had  not  been  rewarded  with  all  the  offices  of  the  State,  and  seats  in 
Congress,  and  thus  encouraged,  do  you  not  think  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  State 
would  have  been  better  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  that  is  the  crying  evil  in  the  condition  of  the  southern 
people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  That  that  character  of  men  have  obtained  power  and  position  by  conduct- 
ing themselves  as  you  have  represented,  prowling  around  among  the  negroes  propa- 
gating among  them  these  ideas  to  which  you  have  referred? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  that  any  such  characters  were  put  in  office? 
Answer.  Well,  I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Norris  was  put  in  office. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


1134      CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS    IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  He  was  your  member  of  Congress  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  he  was  sent  to  Congress  from  my  district. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  other  men  that  propagated  such  ideas  have  been  elevated  to  office  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.    Most  of  these  things  I  have  been  telling  you  come 
from  this  man  Mr.  Norris.    I  could  never  trace  it  back  to  amybody  but  him,  but  I  have 
heard  it  rumored  that  there  were  other  men  going  about  on  the  same  business. 

By  Mr.  Blair  ; 

Question.  Selling  sticks  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  sold  sticks  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  they  had  the  idea,  of  course.  If  they  have  the  idea  that  they  can 
go  to  a  place  and  enter  forty  acres  of  land,  a  man  might  tell  them  where  to  go,  and 
send  them  to  another  man  to  have  their  title  fixed  up.  We  were  told  when  we  came 
as  pioneers  that  we  could  have  land  for  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  an  acre,  but  then  we  had 
to  learn  where  to  go  and  get  our  titles  to  our  places. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  think  Norris  opened  the  business  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  Vent  to  somebody  else  to  get  the  title. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  it  not  possible  that  Major  Norris  has  been  very  much  slandered  ? 
Answer.  It  may  be. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  But  it  is  impossible  that  such  an  idea  could  tave  got  such  a  hold  on  the 
negroes  without  having  been  propagated  from  some  source  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  what  I  heard,  from  the  fact  that  it 
had  such  an  effect.    I  am  obliged  to  think  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  There  was  a  general  refusal,  was  there  not,  on  the  part  of  the  active  whites 
to  take  office  after  the  new  constitution  had  been  adopted,  the  outside  pressure  being  so 
great  that  no  respectable  white  man  living  here  in  the  South  would  be  allowed  to  hold 
office? 

Ansiver.  1  think  the  general  impression  was  that  a  respectable  man  could  not  get  an 
office.    That  is  what  I  thought,  and  that  is  what  I  heard  them  say. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  of  cases  where  respectable  men,  natives  of  the  South, 
had  been  nominated  in  convention  to  offices,  and  were  compelled  to  decline  on  account 
of  their  fear  of  ostracism  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have. 

Question.  You  know  of  no  such  case  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remember. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  none  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  remember.  Now  there  m-ay  have  been  men  nominated  and 
started  on  the  race  who  began  to  think  they  could  not  get  elected,  and  backed  down, 
but  I  do^not  know  any  such  case  just  now. 

Question.  The  white  people  did  not  present  any  candidates  of  their  own  under  that 
constitution,  did  they  ? 

Answer.  What  portion  do  you  speak  of?  What  part  of  the  constitution  have  you 
reference  to  ? 

Question.  I  refer  to  the  constitution  of  1868. 

Answ&t\  What  sort  of  an  oath  would  a  man  have  had  to  have  taken  before  he  could 
have  had  an  office,  even  supposing  he  had  been  elected? 

Question.  I  have  not  that  oath  before  me  now ;  I  suppose  you  have  read  the  oath 
required  of  registered  voters.    You  refer  to  that  oath,  I  suppose  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  so  many  oaths  and  seen  them  that  I  do  not  know  which  ones 
you  have  reference  to,  and  I  hardly  know  how  to  answer  your  questions. 

Question.  Do  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  the  white  people  of  Alabama  refused 
to  take  any  part  in  nominating  persons  to  fill  the  offices  under  the  new  State  constitu- 
tion? 

Ansiver.  My  opinion  is  that  the  reason  they  refused  to  do  that  was  because  they  could 
not  hold  the  offices.    They  did  not  think  they  had  the  right  to  have  an  office. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  they  all  regarded  themselves  as  disqualified  from  hold- 
ing: office  ? 
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Answer.  I  think  tliey  would  have  had  to  take  some  kind  of  an  oath  they  did  not  feel 
disposed  to  take. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qiiesimu  They  could  not  truthfully  have  taken  it  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  To  bring  it  to  your  memory,  was  it  not  the  fact  that  the  democrats  in 
Alabama  decided  upon  the  policy  of  abstaining  from  voting  upon  that  constitntion, 
because,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  it  required  a  majority  of  the  registered  voters  to 
adopt  it,  and  they  hoped  to  defeat  it,  and  did  defeat  it  in  that  way  ? 

Ansiver.  Now  I  understand  you.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  of  large  numbers  of  men  that  did 
not  vote,  thinking  that  they  would  win  the  election  by  not  voting. 

Question.  They  actually  won  it,  and  the  constitution  was  defeated ;  and,  neverthe- 
less, it  was  forced  upon  them  by  Congress,  with  a  whole  batch  of  officers  elected  under 
it  in  that  way  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  ChairmajS^  : 

Question.  Could  you  not  have  vo'jed  for  officers  without  voting  for  or  against  the  con- 
stitution ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  we  could  or  not,  taking  that  view  of  the  case.  We 
did  not  examine  the  case  very  minutely ;  some  of  the  men  were  of  opinion  they  could 
do  some  things,  and  others  doubted  it^  and  the  impression  got  out  that  it  was  best  to 
do  nothing,  l3ut  keep  the  majority  of  the  registered  voters  from  the  polls  and  we 
would  gain  the  election.  With  that  view,  people  did  not  do  so  much  as  they  might  if 
they  had  thought  they  must  go  and  vote. 

Question.  Acting  upon  that  principle,  the  white  people  of  the  State  abstained  from, 
going  to  the  polls  at  all,  did  they  not  ? 

Answer.  To  some  extent  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  And  if  Congress  had  kept  faith  with  them — the  faith  it  pledged  in  the  law 
under  which  that  constitution  was  adopted — they  never  would  have  been  affiictedwith 
this  class  of  office-holders  who  were  elected  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.  I  think  if  Congress  had  acted  in  good  faith  with  us, 
we  gained  the  election ;  that  has  been  the  idea  I  have  had  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Colonel  Taylor,  did  you  ever  hear  that  these  men  who  rode  in  disguise 
through  your  county  declared  to  the  negroes  that  they  must  scatter  out,  and  not  too 
many  work  on  one  plantation  ^     Was  there  a  disposition  to  control  labor  in  that  way  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  1  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  heard  anything  of  that  sort.  When 
they  whipped  that  negro  girl,  they  told  her  she  had  to  leave. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  there  any  oi)position  in  your  part  of  the  country  to  the  establishment 
of  negro  schools  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  none  that  I  know  of;  to  the  contrary,  I  have  made  a  little  effort  in 
that  direction  myself,  and  one  or  two  men  have  been  speaking  very  favorably  of  it, 
but  negro  children  are  rather  scarce,  and  we  have  not  succeeded.  We  did  have  a  little 
negro  school,  I  think,  for  a  short  time. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  negro  churches  being  burned  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  if  I  have,  I  do  not  remember  it  now. 

Question.  If  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  country  have  such  an  opinion  of  the  ne- 
gro's disposition  to  steal,  why  should  they  try  to  prevent  their  leaving  the  country  and 
make  efforts  to  retain  them  here  ? 

Answer.  We  want  them  to  cultivate  our  lands. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  Octoler  20,  1871. 
JOHN  J.  HOLLEY  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  State  your  place  of  residence  and  occupfition,  if  you  please. 
Ansiver.  I  reside  at  Dadeville,  Tallapoosa  County,  Alabama.    I  am  a  planter  and 
farmer. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  South  ? 
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Ansiver,  Yes,  sir;  born  and  raised  in  Georgia. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Tallapoosa  County  ? 

Answer.  Since  1835. 

Question.  The  committee  desire  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  Tallapoosa  County, 
and  all  that  region  ftf  Alabama,  so  far  as  regards  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the 
safety  of  the  lives  and  property  of  citizens.  You  will  please  give  us  any  information 
you  have  on  that  subject,  derived  from  your  personal  knowledge,  or  sources  you  deem 
reliable. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  in  the  portion  of  the  county  I  live  in — at  the  court-house — we  have 
had  no  disturbances  at  all  that  I  remember  of.  The  people  are  quiet,  and  are  a  law- 
abiding  people.  There  are  some  portions  of  the  county  in  which  there  have  been  some 
disturbances.  As  to  my  own  knowledge  now,  I  reckon  I  know  as  little  about  it  as 
perhaps  any  man  in  the  county.  All  I  know  is  from  information  and  from  what  I  have 
heard. 

Question.  You  may  state  what  disturbances  of  the  peace  have  occurred,  created  by 
combinations  of  men,  disguised  or  otherwise,  committed  upon  the  highways  or  premises 
of  individuals. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  said  that  there  is  an  organization  in  Tallapoosa  County,  and 
I  presume  it  is  so— men  that  go  in  disguise,  and  whip  white  people  and  negroes  too.  I 
never  knew  many  white  people  to  be  whipped.  I  never  knew  any  one  to  be  whipped, 
except  from  information.  I  have  heard  of  their  being  whipped,  and  of  a  good  many 
negroes  being  whipped,  and  of  school-houses  being  burned,  and  churches,  &c.,  and  it 
was  said  to  have  been  done  by  men  in  disguise. 

Question.  Over  what  portion  of  time  does  this  state  of  things  range  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  for  the  last  two  years ;  t  might  say,  indeed,  pretty  much  ever  since 
the  surrender.  In  my  own  county  there  were  some  men  that  were  called  ^^  Black 
Cavalry,"  and  they  did  some  mischief  in  some  portions  of  the  county  :  they  run  off  the 
negroes.  After  that  this  Ku-Klux  organization  has  been  in  existence  for  two  or  three 
years  past. 

Question.  Did  the  Black  Cavalry  go  about  disguised  ? 

Jwswe?'.  It  was  so  said,  sir. 

Question.  How  extensive  was  the  Ku-Klux  organization  reputed  to  be  f 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  it  was  said  by  some,  and  there  was  a  gentleman  told  me,  that  in 
two  beats — Youngsville  beat  and  Hillby  or  Hackneyville — the  organization  amounted 
to  three  hundred.    I  always  thought  that  was  an  extravagant  estimate,  however. 

Question.  What  was  your  opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  can  hardly  tell  you  whether  I  had  an  opinion  or  not.  I  just  thought 
that  was  extravagant .  I  should  think,  however,  that  one  hundred  in  each  beat  would 
have  covered  it.  Perhaps  that  may  have  been  over  it,  or  extravagant.  A  gentleman 
(Mr.  Barnes)  told  me — he  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  Ku-Klux,  and  fell  out  with 
them,  and  had  several  fights,  and  he  whipped  two  ©r  three — he  told  me  there  were 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  in  each  of  the  two  beats. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Questi/)n.  You  say  Barnes  whipped  two  or  three  of  them  ? 
Answei\  Yes,  sir;  he  whipped  two  or  three  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  v 

Question.  How  many  beats  are  there  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  There  are  sixteen  or  seventeen  beats,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  similar  organization  in  any  other  beat  of  the 
county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  two  other  beats,  or  I  might  say  three  beats.  One  is 
known  as  Newsite  beat,  and  other  as  Poplar  Spring  beat,  and  the  other  Davidson 
beat;  all  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county,  adjoining  Coosa  and  Clay  and  Talladega. 

Question.  How  strong  was  the  organization  considered  in  these  three  last  beats  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  it  estimated. 

Question.  Proceed  and  describe  to  the  committee  the  operations  of  this  organization. 
What  violation  of  good  order,  and  law,  and  the  peace  of  the  community  did  they 
commit  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  my  understanding  is  that  they  would  whip  negroes.  They  would 
go  to  the  negroes'  cabins  and  take  them  out  and  whip  them  for  some  alleged  offense. 
They  would  bring  up  some  kind  of  charge  against  them  and  whip  them  very  severely. 

Question.  What  generally  was  the  nature  of  the  charge  as  brought  up  against  them  ? 

Ansiver.  That  they  had  been  dishonest,  and — well,  really,  gentlemen,  I  don't  know 
how  to  describe  it.  Now  in  the  county  I  live  in  politics  has  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with 
this,  in  my  opinion.  Nearly  all  the  negroes  in  the  county  were  republicans,  and  almost 
all  the  white  men  in  the  county  are  democrats.  Well,  I  have  understood,  I  do  not 
really  know  anything  about  it  personally,  for  there  never  has  been  a  disguised  man  in 
the  section  I  am  living  in,  that  I  am  aware  of ;  and  I  never  heard  of  their ,passin^ 
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through  there  nearer  than  sixteen  or  fifteen  miles  of  where  I  live.  I  have  never  heard 
of  any  nearer  than  that ;  but  the  employers  would  say  to  the  negroes,  ''  You  must  not 
go  to  the  election,"  or  '^  If  you  go  the  election  you  must  vote  with  me."  If  the  negroes 
failed  to  do  it  they  have  very  frequently  suffered  by  it;  either  have  been  run  oif,  or 
been  whipped,  or  something  of  the  sorfc. 

Questmu  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  this  information  was  true  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  yes,  sir ;  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  true 

Question.  What  effect  did  these  visitations  and  these  whippiugs  have  upon  tho 
negroes? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  run  the  negroes  out  of  certain  beats.  Now  in  this  Youngsville 
beat  and  Hackneyville  beat  there  were  a  great  many  negroes  formerly.  It  is  a  good 
section  of  country,  a  good  farming  country,  and  the  farmers  there  were  generally 
men  of  some  property  and  owned  a  good  many  negroes.  Well,  the  Black  Cavalry  and 
Ku-Klux  together  have  run  nearly  all  the  negroes  out  of  that  portion  of  the  country, 
and  they  cannot  get  labor ;  and  many  men  there  that  were  considered  rich  before  the 
war  have  not  a  negro  about  them,  and  they  cannot  get  them. 

Question.  Has  this  state  of  things  produced  a  reaction  in  that  part  of  the  county, 
and  a  disposition  to  put  down  the  organization  ? 

Answer.  There  are  a  great  many  men  there,  good  citizens,  who  do  desire  to  put  it 
down.  They  have  used  all  the  means  that  are  in  their  power  to  do  so.  I  remember 
very  well  a  gentleman  who  lives  in  Hillby  beat ;  I  have  known  him  ever  since  he  was 
a  boy ;  he  is  a  good  citizen — Dr.  Slaughter.  He  and  myself  were  talking  about  it,  and 
he  said,  ^'  The  grand  jury  must  put  it  down."  He  was  very  much  opposed  to  it,  but 
he  said  the  grand  jury  must  take  action.  I  told  him,  "  Doctor,  the  grand  jury  cannot 
reach  them ;  they  cannot  do  anything  with  it.  If  the  good  citizens  in  your  beat  would 
meet  together  and  say  to  them,  '  It  must  be  stopped,  ^  and  all  of  you  got  right  after 
them,  I  think  that  would  put  it  down.  But  if  you  wait  for  the  law  and  the  grand  jury  to 
find  bills  against  them,  it  will  never  be  stopped."  My  mind  has  never  undergone  any 
change  on  that.  I  did  not  think  the  grand  jury  could  ever  reach  them  at  all.  May- 
be they  could  reach  a  case  once  in  a  while,  but  my  idea  was  that  if  the  good  citizens 
would  all  m^et  together  and  tell  them,  ''  This  thing  must  stop ;  we  are  all  opposed  to 
it;"  and  make  efforts  to  not  only  put  it  down,  but  to  find  out  who  these  men  were, 
and  arrest  them  and  have  them  punished,  it  would  stop.  Well,  the  good  citizens  of 
Tallapoosa  County,  I  think,  are  really  all  opposed  to  this  thing. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  such  concerted  action  as  you  advised? 

Ansiver.  1  do  not  know  that  there  has  been  any  public  meeting ;  I  do  not  think 
there  has ;  but  men  would  meet  in  groups  about  and  talk  this  thing  over  and  agree  to 
try  to  put  it  down. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  in  your  own  mind  that,  if  your  advice  had  been  fol- 
lowed, and  a  public  meeting  had  been  called  of  the  good  people  of  your  part  of  the 
county,  and  they  had  resolutely  set  their  faces  against  the  operations  of  this  gang  of 
men,  it  would  have  resulted,  just  as  you  said,  in  discountenancing  and  putting  them 
down? 

Ansiver,  I  do  believe  that  if  they  had  done  that  it  would  have  put  them  down ;  that 
if  the  good  people  of  Tallapoosa  County,  in  those  beats,  had  met  together  and  passed 
resolutions,  and  let  these  men  know  that  they  were  opposed  to  it  and  would  put  them 
down  and  punish  them,  I  believe  it  would  have  stopped  them  to  a  considerable  extent 
anyhow.  But,  gentlemen,  there  are  a  great  many  good  men  there  that,  in  my  opini/)n, 
were  afraid  to  act.  They  did  not  want  these  bad  men  to  fall  out  with  them.  They 
did  not  know  but  these  men  would  do  them  some  private  injury ;  consequently  they 
were  afraid  to  come  forward  and  move  in  this  matter.  They  did  not  know  but  what 
they  would  be  burnt  out.  There  is  a  gentleman,  who  has  just  been  before  you,  whose 
house  was  burned,  and  I  believe  it  was  done  by  the  Ku-Klux  ;  at  least  ho  has  told  mo 
eo  forty  times. 

Question.  Who  do  you  refer  to  ? 

Answer.  Colonel  Taylor,  the  gentleman  who  was  here  just  now. 

Question.  Was  his  house  burned  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  told  me  that  he  chal^ged  a  man,  '^  I  believe  you  and  anothex 
paan  did  it." 

Question.  Did  he  suppose  that  this  burning  was  caused  by  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  no  doubt  about  it,  I  reckon. 

Question.  What  house  was  it  that  was  burned  ? 

Answer.  It  was  his  dwelling-house. 

Question.  Were  his  family  in  the  house  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  burned  over  his  head  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  ? 

Answer.  That  occurred  some  time ;  a  year  ago. 

Question.  Had  he  made  himself  obnoxious  to  the  Ku-Klux  ? 
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Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  What  I  mean  by  making  himself  obnoxious  is,  he  was  very  much 
opposed  to  the  organization,  and  said  a  great  many  hard  things  about  them. 

Questi(/n.  And  that  was  generally  known  ? 

Ansicer.  It  was  perfectly  known.     He  cursed  them  out  wherever  he  came  to  them. 

Question.  And  it  was  supposed  that  they  burned  his  house  in  revenge  and  retaliation  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  thinks  so,  and  a  great  many  others  think  so  too.  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  say  it  was  so,  but  he  thinks  so.  He  told  me  so  last  night ;  he  has  told  me  so  a 
dozen  times.  I  am  very  familiar  with  him.  We  have  two  gentlemen  in  that  county — 
Colonel  Taylor,  and  a  man  named  Barnes,  known  as  Doctor  Barnes;  I  do  not  know  his 
given  name ;  he  is  a  cousin  of  Colonel  William  Barnes,  and  is  a  very  good  citizen — 
these  two  are  very  resolute  kind  of  men,  and  they  took  a  decided  stand  against  this 
Ku-Klux,  and  I  reckon  they  have  done  more  to  put  it  down  than  all  the  rest  in  Talla- 
;^oosa  County. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Barnes  ever  molested  ? 

Ansicer.  They  burned  a  school-house  there  jind  a  church,  and  he  showed  me — I  don^t 
know  how  many — letters  that  he  has  receive'd,  signed  ^'  Ku-Klux,"  stating  what  they 
would  do  if  he  continued  thus  and  so. 

Question.  Had  he  auy  interest  in  this  church  and  school-house  which  were  burned  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  his  wife^s  sister  was  teaching  a  school  in  the  house. 

Question.  Was  the  school  broken  up  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember.  I  think  tliey  went  to  another  house  somewhere  and  car- 
ried on  the  school ;  but  it  was  broken  up  at  that  place  for  the  time,  of  course.  It  was 
burned  out. 

Question.  Did  that  seem  to  be  one  of  the  objects  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  to  break  up 
colored  schools  ? 

Answer.  Well,  yes,  sir.  There  is  a  lady  in  my  town — that  is,  she  did  live  in  my  town— 
and  she  went  over  to  Y^ouugsville  beat  and  took  a  colored  school.  She  was  a  very  poor 
woman.  She  was  competent  to  teach.  I  was  there  some  two  months  ago,  and  the  man 
she  boarded » with — Mr.  Y^oung — told  me  she  had  received  notice  that  if  she  did  not 
abandon  the  school  they  would  burn  it  out. 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  this  Klan  was  opposed  to  negro  education  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the^teachers  of  these  schools  generally  white,  or  black  ? 

Answer.  Generally  white,  in  my  county.  There  has  never  been  a  colored  teacher  in 
the  county  that  I  know  anything  about. 

Question.  Were  there  any  instances  in  which  negroes  were  killed  by  this  order  ? 

Ansivet\  I  suppose  so.    I  never  saw  one  killed,  but  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Question.  1  Sm  asking  you  for  such  information  as  you  deem  reliable. 

Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  there  is  no  doubt  about  it. 

Question.  How  many  instances  do  you  think  occurred  in  Tallapoosa  County  ? 

Answer.  1  really  cannot  call  to  mind  now.  I  remember  one  particularly,  where  the 
negro  was  killed. 

Question.  You  may  describe  it. 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  remember  the  negro's  name ;  I  know  who  he  used  to  belong  to 
when  he  was  a  slave,  and  I  presume  he  went  by  that  name — Williams.  He  used  to  be- 
long to  Josiah  Williams.  He  was  said  to  be  a  very  good  negro.  In  the  first  place  it 
was  said  that  they  whipped  him,  and  afterwards  killed  him  ;  killed  him  dead. 

Question.  What  was  his  offense,  as  you  understood  ? 

Ansicer.  My  understanding  was  that  he  was  a  republican  ;  that  was  all  the  charge  I 
ever  heard ',  there  may  have  been  other  charges  against  him. 

Question.  Was  he  a  leading  man  among  his  people  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  he  was.  He  was  quite  a  young  man,  and  I  do  not  think 
he  was  a  leading  man. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  instances  that  you  remember  ? 

Ansicer.  I  cannot  call  to  mind,  sir,  any  particular  instances.  There  was  a  gentleman 
in  the  Hackney ville  beat  by  the  name  of  Squire  Dunn,  a  very  good  citizen,  one  of  our 
best  citizens.  I  was  at  his  house  last  summer  a  year  ago — a  little  over  twelve  months 
ago — and  he  had  not  a  negro  on  his  place.'  ,  There  was  not  one  at  the  time  I  was  there. 
Before  the  surrender  he  owned  negroes,  and  was  a  good  planter,  in  good  circumstances, 
and  he  said  that  the  Ku-Klux  came  there  and  run  his  negroes  all  olf  in  fodder-pulling 
time.  He  was  telling  me  about  his  saving  no  fodder  ;  that  they  shot  one  or  two  or 
three  times,  and  run  the  whole  of  them  oif ;  every  one  left  him.  They  were  afraid  to 
stay  there. 

Question.  Did  Squire  Dunn  tell  you  what  the  motive  of  the  Ku-Klux  was  in  making] 
this  assault  on  his  negroes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  he  did  not  tell  me. 

Question.  Has  any  considerable  number  of  negroes  left  Tallapoosa  County  on  accouni 
of  this  persecution  ? 

Ansicer.  I  think  so.  Some  have  left  the  county,  and  a  great  many  have  left  the  por- 
tions of  the  county  where  they  have  been  riding  about  at  night  in  disguise. 
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Question.  What  is  your  information  as  to  the  character  of  the  men  who  have,  at  any 
time,  heen  members  of  this  order,  as  to  respectability  and  standing  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  my  opinion  is,  that  these  men  who  have  gone  in  disguise,  travel- 
ing over  the  country,  are  men  of  not  much  character.  Now  I  have  understood  that 
there  were  respectable  men  that  seemed  to  aid  and  abet,  who  did  not  go  with  the 
crowd.  It  was  generally  a  kind  of  reckless  men,  drinking  men,  and  men  that  did  not 
have  a  great  deal  of  character. 

Question.  White  men  exclusively  ? 

Ansiver.  Of  course;  altogether  white  men. 

Question,  Did  they  generally  own  property  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  much,  sir ;  not  a  great  deal. 

Question.  What  seemed  to  be  their  object,  so  far  as  your  information  extends  ? 

Ansiver.  There  was  an  idea  witb  a  great  many»of  these  poor  white  people,  who  did 
not  o^vii  any  property,  that  they  could  not  come  in  competition  with  the  negroes ;  that 
the  negroes  could  work  cheaper  than  they  could  work,  and  they  said,  ^'If  we  can  run 
the  negroes  out  of  the  country  we  can  get  our  own  price  for  our  labor."  I  think  that 
seemed  to  be  the  i)revailing  opinion.  But  then,  as  I  observed  awhile  ago,  I  am  satis- 
lied  in  my  own  mind  that  politics  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  fact  that  the  negroes  visited  were  republicauvS,  and  voted 
the  republican  ticket,  had  anything  to  do  with  their  persecution  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  so,  sir  ;  it  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  To  what  extent  do  you  think  the  employers  of  negroes  upon  plantations 
sought  to  influence  their  political  action  ? 

Answer.  You  see,  these  gentlemen  that  owned  the  land  and  stock,  and  got  the  negroes 
to  farm  it  with  them,  either  gave  them  a  portion  of  the  crop  or  standing  wages,  for 
the  negroes,  you  know,  were  poor,  and  they  had  nothing  to  go  upon,  and  the  employer 
furnished  their  provisions — meat  and  bread,  and  clothing,  &c.— and  they  were  under  a 
good  many  obligations  to  him.  Now,  if  the  white  man  was  a  democrat,  and  wanted 
to  control  these  negroes,  do  you  not  see  that  he  would  tell  them  to  go  to  the  polls  with 
him  and  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  The  negroes,  as  I  observed  at  the  outset,  were 
mostly — indeed  I  might  almost  say  all  of  them — were  republicans,  and  wanted  to  vote 
tbe  republican  ticket.  There  were  a  good  many  men  that,  as  soon  as  the  election  was 
over  and  they  found  out  that  the  negroes  had  fooled  them  and  voted  the  republican 
ticket,  drove  their  negroes  off  of  the  plantation. 

Question.  How  far  has  this  been  carried  out  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir  ;  it  was  not  invariably  the  case  that  they  drove  them  off,  but  in 
some  instances  they  just  drove  them  off'.  They  said,  '  Ton  shan't  stay  on  my  planta- 
tion," and  a  great  many  of  them  made  the  threats  before  the  election,  '^  If  you  do  this 
thing  you  can't  stay  on  my  place." 

Question.  Did  that  species  of  coercion  induce  the  negroes  sometimes  to  vote  with 
their  employers? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  Where  violations  of  the  peace  have  occurred,  such  as  you  have  described, 
has  there  been  an  earnest  effort  made  on  the  part  of  the  community  generally  to  dis- 
cover the  offenders  and  bring  them  to  justice? 

Answer.  No  ;  I  do  not  think  there  has  been,  and  for  the  reason  that  I  stated  awhile 
ago — a  great  many  men  were  afraid  to  step  forward.  They  feared  they  would  render 
themselves  obnoxious.  There  are  a  few  men  who  were  not  afraid,  these  gentlemen  I 
spoke  of.  Mr.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Barnes  are  fearless  men,  and  they  did  step  forward,  and  have 
done  a  great  deal,  in  my  opinion,  to  put  it  down  in  Tallapoosa  County.  But  most  of 
the  men  I  have  heard  speak  of  it  frequeiitly  were  afraid  to  say  anything  for  feai  they 
would  suffer  some  private  injury  themselves.  As  I  observed  before,  we  have  a  great 
.many  good  men  in  Tallapoosa  County  as  much  opposed  to  lawlessness,  I  reckon,  as  any 
people  in  the  world,  who  would  do  anj'thing  to  put  a  stop  to  it ;  but  a  great  many  of 
them  were  afraid  to  move  in  the  matter.  I  remember  yesterday.  Colonel  Taylor  told 
me  as  we  were  coming  down  in  the  cars  that  he  was  .advised  by  his  best  friends  to  hold 
his  peace ;  to  not  say  anything ;  to  not  act  in  that  way  ;  that  these  men  would  do  him 
great  injury ;  that  they  would  kill  him,  shoot  him,  or  something  of  the  sort  ,*  but  he  is 
a  man  that  don't  fear  anytijing,  and  he  persecuted  them  wherever  he  could.  He  would 
go  right  up  to  them  and  tell  them,  ^'  You  are  a  Ku-Klux.  I  know  you  are  a  Kii-Klux 
and  belong  to  the  organization."  He  showed  me  a  list  of  their  names,  and  I  knew 
pearly  all  the  men. 

Question.  How^  late  is  the  last  disturbance  of  the  kind  that  you  have  heard  of  in 
^our  county  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir;  I  don't  remember.  It  has  been  a  few  months  back  though.  I 
hink  the  notice  that  these  white  women  received  about  the  schools  v/as  not  more  than 
wo  or  three  months  back,  and  the  burning  of  that  school-house  and  the  difficulty  with 
Barnes,  and  all  that  over  there  took  place  this  spring. 

Question.  Did  she  pay  any  attention  to  that  notice  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  she  went  ahead,  and  her  friends  told  her  to  pay  no  attention  to  it 
but  to  go  ahead  and  they  would  stand  up  to  her. 

Question.  How  many  colored  schools  and  churches  in  all  have  been  burned  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you.     I  have  kept  no  account  and  can't  remember. 

Question.  You  say  Mr.  Barnes  was  once  a  member  of  this  organization? 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir. 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  he  had  fallen  out  with  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  He  has ;  but  never  was  a  member,  by  any  means.  He  has  been  fighting  it 
all  the  time. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  so  far  as  you  know  against  any  of  the 
men  concerned  in  these  Ku-Klux  outrages  ? 

Ansiver,  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question.  Is  there  more  or  less  terrcg:ism  still  existing  over  the  minds  of  the  negroes 
in  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

Ansiver.  I  presume  there  is  some,  sir ;  but  not  as  much  as  there  has  been. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Colonel  Holly,  did  you  ever  hear  of  any  disturbance  near  the  line  of  Coosa 
County,  about  the  Sacopatoy  precinct  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  a  good  deal  of  disturbance  there. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  nature  of  it  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  tell  you  the  particulars  about  it  now.  There  has 
been  a  good  deal  of  disturbance  along  on  the  line — that  is,  near  Youngsville — near  the 
line  and  in  Tallapoosa  County  about  Youngsville  and  the  adjoining  beat  in  Coosa  ;  there 
has  been  a  good  deal  of  disturbance  there. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  a  church  being  burned  there  and  a  school-house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  some  negroes  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  all  of  that.  I  could  not  tell  you  the  particulars,  for  it  was 
a  good  ways  from  me,  and  it  has  got  to  be  such  a*  very  common  thing  that  a  man  would 
hardly  be  able  to  tell  the  particulars,  unless  he  charges  his  recollection  about  it.  There 
has  been  a  good  deal  of  disturbance  over  there. 

Question.  These  outrages  have  been  committed  mostly  by  men  in  Hisguise  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  understanding ;  altogether  by  men  in  disguise. 

Question.  Is  it  difficult  to  identify  them  ? 

Answer.  Very,  I  suppose.  I  never  have  seen  one  in  my  life  in  disguise.  I  have  seen 
men  that  were  said  to  be  Ku-Klux,  and  I  believe  that  they  were,  but  they  were  not  in 
disguise  when  I  saw  them. 

Question.  It  would  be  difficult  for  .the  grand  jury  to  get  definite  information  in  regard 
to  them  ? 

Answer.  A  grand  jury  cannot  get  at  them  at  all,  that  I  see,  sir.  I  cannot  see  any  way 
to  get  at  them  by  a  grand  jury. 

Question.  From  a  long  resideiice  in  Tallapoosa  County,  and  a  very  general  knowledge 
of  the  county,  do  you  think  that  republicans  feel  entirely  free  there  to  express  their 
sentiments  and  to  vote  in  accordance  with  their  sentiments  at  the  elections  which  have 
been  held  heretofore  ? 

Answer.  I  know  they  do  not. 

Question.  Is  there  some  intimidation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Even  on  the  part  of  white  people,  as  well  as  colored  *?      ,  . 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  a  good  many  white  men  that  are  republicans  in  sentiment 
and  feeling  who  do  not  go  to  the  election  at  all;  and  some  that  went  to  the  election 
did  not  vote,  just  because  they  did  not  want  to  be  pointed  out  and  ostracised. 

Question.  Attention  would  be  directed  to  them  if  they  voted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  that  to  be  so.    That  has  come  under  my  own  knowledge. 

Question.  And  they  abstained  from  voting  from  fear  of  personal  violence? 

Answer.  If  not  violence,  they  did  not  have  the  nerve  to  come  out  and  do  what  they 
really  wanted  to  do.    I  know  that  is  so. 

Question.  That  was  so,  I  suppose,  more  among  the  colored  people  than  the  whites  ? 

Answei\  Well,  sir,  both  white  and  black. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Are  you  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  republican. 

Question.  You  always  voted  that  ticket  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  ever  since  I  have  been  allowed  to  vote.  At  the  close  of  the  war  I 
was  not  allowed  to  vote. 

Question.  You  were  disfranchised  by  act  of  Congress? 

An8me)\  Yes,  sir ;  but  since  then  I  was  relieved  by  act  of  Congress ;  my  disabilities 
were  removed. 
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Question.  And  you  have  always  uniformly  voted  the  republican  ticket  since  ? 

Ansivei\  Well,  sir,  I  was  born  a  democrat,  and  acted  with  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  But  since  the  removal  of  your  disabilities  ? 

A7isiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  never  been  interfered  with  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  violence  has  been  offered  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Never  in  the  world. 

Question.  No  one  ever  attempted  to  intimidate  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  have  never  been  intimidated.  I  am  one  of  that  kind  of  men 
that  go  wherever  I  please.  I  will  state  one  thing — you  made  me  think  of.  A  year 
ago  from  now  there  was  an  election  going  on  for  Congress,  and  Major  Norris,  of  this 
place,  or  Wetumka  rather,  was  a  candidate,  and  was  canvassing  the  county  or  the  dis- 
trict. He  wrote  to  me  to  meet  him  at  Newsite  and  bring  him  down  to  Dadeville,  which 
I  did  ,*  and  it  was  understood  that  Bill  Turner,  who  was  a  negro  politician  at  Dade- 
ville, was  to  accompany  Major  Norris,  but  was  not  with  him.  I  brought  no  person  but 
Major  Norris.  The  next  day,  in  Dadeville,  there  was  a  good  personal  friend  of  mine  in 
Dadeville  took  me  to  one  side  and  asked  me  if  I  believed  there  was  such  an  organiza- 
tion as  the  Ku-Klux.  I  told  him  I  believed  there  was,  and  he  told  me  that  there  was; 
and  said  he,  ^'  If  you  had  had  that  negro  with  you  yesterday  evening  or  last  night, 
neither  you  nor  him  nor  Norris  would  ever  have  got  to  Dadeville."  Whether  he  was 
trying  to  scare  me,  or  whether  that  was  really  so  or  not,  I  do  not  know,  but  that  is 
what  he  told  me.  He  advised  me  to  stay  at  home.  I. told  him  I  had  not  thought  I 
would  go  anywhere,  but  now,  since  I  had  heard  that,  I  expected  to  go  every  day  until 
the  election, "and  I  believe  I  did  go  every  day  until  the  election. 

Question.  That  was  the  only  effort  to  intimidate  you? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  your  friend  coming  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  a  good  dem'ocratic  friend ;  he  was  a  democrat.  Pie  advised 
nie  to  stay  at  home,  and  that  if  this  negro  had  been  with  myself  and  Major  Norris  we 
would  never  have  got  to  Dadeville.  Whether  his  object  was  to  scare  me  and  keep  me 
at  home  I  do  not  know.  I  was  inclined  to  think,  however,  that  his  object  was  to  scare 
me,  to  make  irte  stay  at  home. 

Question.  Mr.  Taylor  is  a  democrat,  is  he  not  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  and  a  pretty  rigid  one  too. 

Question.  Pretty  outspoken? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  and  a  clever  man  too. 

Question.  What  is  Mr.  Barnes  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Barnes  is  a  democrat. 

Question.  And  this  young  lady,  a  member  of  his  family,  teaches  the  negro  school? 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir;  not  a  member  of  Mr.  Barnes's  family.  Mr.  Barnes's  wife's  sister. 
Miss  Wagner,  taught  a  school  where  the  house  was  burned  up,  but  this  Mrs.  Goolsby 
was  teaching  another  school,  a  colored  school.  Miss  Georgia  Wagner  was  teaching  a 
white  school,  and  tlie  school-house  was  burned  up. 

Question.  There  was  no  prejudice  in  the  community  against  teaching  white  schools  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  suppose  the  Ku-Klux  burned  that  house  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  Brown  said  it  was  them.  He  accused  them  of  it,  and  there 
were  the  letters  I  saw.  Brown  showed  me  two  letters — not  letters  either,  but  i)osters 
stuck  up  about — that  in  the  event  that  he  persisted  in  his  course,  what  they  would  do 
and  saying  that  they  had  burned  up  this  house  and  would  commit  other  outrages. 

Question.  You  say  Barnes  had  whipped  two  or  three  of  them  ? 

Answer.  He  has  whipped  them  since  these  outrages.  He  told  them  he  would  whip 
them,  and  wherever  he  does  meet  one  he  does  whip  him.  He  just  woUops  them  out. 
He  has  whipped  two  or  three  of  them. 

Question.  He  is  a  good  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  so  said.  He  acts  with  the  democratic  party.  Pie  is  a  lawyer 
and  a  justice  of  the  peace  where  he  lives,  and  he  is  a  very  good  citizen. 

Question.  You  say  when  these  fellows  whipped  negroes  they  generally  alleged  some 
offense  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Stealing? 

Answer.  Stealing  or  laziness,  or  something  that  way. 

Question.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  stealing,  is  there  not  ? 

Ansiver.  I  can't  say  that  there  is ;  I  don't  know  that  there  is. 

Question.  Is  it  not  Very  difficult  for  farmers  to  keep  stock  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  in  my  country.  You  see.  General  Blair,  we  have  not  got  a  great 
nany  negroes  up  there  like  they  have  here — no  large  bodies  of  negroes.  They  are  gen- 
erally two  or  three,  eight  or  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  at  a  place,  and  maybe,  at  some 
ilaces,  more  than  that,  but  no  large  bodies  whatever.    A  great  many  of  our  negroes 
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Tip  there  have  left  and  come  down  here  to  Montgomery  or  somewhere  else.  I  have  no 
doubt  myself  that  the  Black  Cavalry  run  oif  more  negroes  than  the  Kn-Klux  ever  run 
oH.  I  am  satisfied  of  it,  because,  soon  after  the  surrender,  they  used  them  pretty 
roughly,  and  the  negroes  broke  and  left  the  country  for  Wetumpka  and  Montgomery 
and  other  places,  and  some  have  gone  back  and  some  have  not. 

Question.  You  say  you  believe  that  the  men  engaged  in  this  business  of  Ku-Kluxing 
generally  want  to  get  rid  of  *the  negroes,  so  that  they  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  employed  themselves  ? 

Answer.  A  good  many  of  them ;  I  have  no  doubt  of  it ;  so  I  have  understood. 

Question.  And  the  farmers  want  to  keep  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    They  are  the  best  laborers  we  have  got. 

Question.  All  the  farmers  are  desirous  of  that  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  all,  but  the  major  part  are,  I  will  say.  They  want  the  negroes 
there.    They  are  the  best  laborers  we  can  get. 

Question.  Then  they  are  not  likely  to  be  members  of  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  good  man  in  Tallapoosa  County 
that  is  a  member  of  it. 

Question.  The  farmers  that  want  the  negroes  there  are  not  engaged  in  driving  them 
out! 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  by  no  means. 

Question.  They  are  other  characters — people  without  farms  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.    It  is  confined  to  that  class  of  men  mostly. 

Question.  Whose  object  is  to  get  the  employment  themselves  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  has  something  to  do  with  it,  I  have  no  doubt;  and  it  is  said, 
General  Blair,  in  my  own  county — I  don't  know  whether  it  is  so  or  not — that  there  are 
a  good  many  men  now  that  are  considered  very  good  citizens,  who  are  rather  backing 
these  men  up,  and  it  is  said  by  some  that  they  really  belong  to  the  organization,  but 
do  not  go  in  disguise — do  not  go  Avith  them  at  all. 

Question.  Who  are  they?    Are  they  farmers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  farmers,  I  presume.  They  are  all  farmers  as  far  as  I  knew.  There 
is  a  man  now  ;  I  will  give  you  his  name  ;  it  is  no  secret  with  me ;  he  lives  at  Youngs- 
ville,  and  carries  on  a  little  farm,  I  believe,  and  has  a  little  store  and  so  on.  I  have 
heard  it  said  that  he  belongs  to  the  Ku-Klux,  and  the  reason  that  he  is  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  Ku-Klux  was,  that  they  would  come  by  his  house  in  disguise,  and  curse 
him  and  tell  him  to  come  out,  and  make  him  get  up  i3ehind  them,  and  make  him  go  to 
the  grocery  and  let  them  have  liquor,  and  then  they  would  turn  him  loose.  It  was 
supposed  from  that  circumstance  that  he  was  really  a  Ku-Klux,  although  he  never 
went  in  disguise.  I  don't  suppose  that  any  man  that  didn't  know  something  about  it 
would  do  what  he  did.  I  would  not  like  to  go  at  night  and  get  up  behind  disguised 
men  and  go  off  with  them,  and  I  would  not  do  it.  They  would  have  to  ^wi  me  up  if  I 
was  to  go  oif.  I  have  heard  that  that  was  done.  I  don't  know  that  it  was.  I  presume 
it  was. 

Question.  "What  is  his  name  ? 

Answer.  Grif&n  Young — R.  G.  Young. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  circumstance  that  makes  you  suppose  that  he  is  a  Ku- 
Klux? 

Ansiver.  That  is  all  that  makes  me  think  he  was  a  Ku-Klux.  I  heard  several  say  they 
thought  he  was  from  that  circumstance.  That  they  would  come  by  his  house  and 
eall  him  out  at  a  late  hour  of  the  night  and  curse  him,  and  tell  him  he  would  have  to 
go  to  the  grocery  with  them,  and  make  him  get  up  behind  them  and  ride  down  to 
the  grocery,  a  quarter  or  a  half  a  quarter. 

Question.  You  say  it  was  the  habit  of  the  farmers  there  to  tell  the  negroes  they  want 
them  to  vote  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  in  case  they  will  not  do  it,  to  discharge  them  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  in  every  case. 

Question.  But  in  other  cases  they  did  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  some  cases. 

Question.  Have  they  not  as  good  a  right  to  discharge  them  as  the  mill-owners  in 
New  England  have  to  discharge  their  operatives  for  voting  in  any  way  that  does  not 
suit  the  owner  ? 

Ansicer.  1  suppose  so.  I  am  not  acquainted  in  New  England.  I  never  was  there.  I 
have  heard  it  was  done  there.    I  never  was  there. 

Question.  You  say  they  first  whipjied  and  afterwards  killed  a  negro  who  formerly 
belonged  to  a  man  named  Williams  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  his  offense  w^as  being  a  republican.     How  do  you  know  that  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  say  that  Avas  the  offense,  and  I  did  not  intend  to  say  it.  I  say  1 
understood  tliat  was  the  offense,  that  he  did  not  vote  to  suit  them,  and  they  undertook] 
to  whip  him,  and  whipped  him. 
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Question.  Did  you  know  who  it  was  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Then  how  do  you  know  what  they  killed  him  for  ? 

Answer.  All  I  know  about  it  is  what  rumor' said,  and  rumor  said  it  was  done  by  dis- 
guised men. 

Question.  It  was  a  mere  rumor  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Of  course,  I  was  not  there.  The  negro  was  killed ;  that  was  no 
rumor. 

Question.  But  it  was  a  mere  rumor  that  that  was  the  reason  for  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  precisely. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  it  yourself  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever.  I  observed  at  the  outset  that  I  reckon  I  know  as  little  of 
my  own  knowledge  as  any  man  in  the  county  on  -this  subject,  for  I  have  been  in  a 
neighborhood  where  there  has  been  nothing  of  the  sort  going  on. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  that  riimor  ever  contradicted  ? 
Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Do  people  make  it  their  business  to  go  around  contradicting  idle  rumors  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir  ,•  I  think  not.    Not  in  my  county. 
Question.  There  has  been  no  disturbance  at  all  in  your  neighborhood  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  there  has  been  any  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  say  that  you  live  at  the  county  seat  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Did  you  ever  see  a  Ku-Klux  ? 
Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  I  ever  did  or  not. 
Question.  I  mean  in  disguise. 
Answer.  Never  in  my  life. 
Question,  Men  that  you  knew  were  Ku-Klux? 
Answer.  No,  sir,  never. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  spoke  of  whites  as  well  as  negroes  having  been  whipped  by  the  Ku- 
Klux.     Do  you  know  what  the  offense  or  imputed  offenses  of  the  white  men  were  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  what  they  were  accused  of  The  only  case  I 
remember  well,  was  a  case  some  twenty-five  miles  from  where  I  live.  '  It  was  said  that 
a  man  had  been  too  intimate  with  a  girl  that  Avas  a  sort  of  idiot.  He  got  her  preg- 
nant, and  they  went  and  whipped  him  into  fits,  and  told  him  if  he  did  not  go  and  tell 
it  they  would  whip  him  over  again,  and  they  said  he  went  around  and  told  it.  I  did 
not  know  the  man  myself  nor  never  saw  him  that  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  man's  name  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  believe  I  can  tell  you  his  name.  It  is  close  to  Newsite.  I 
don't  know  the  man  nor  the  woman. 

Question,  Where  was  it  ? 

Answer.  Near  a  little  village  in  Tallapoosa  called  Newsite.  It  is  close  by  where 
Colonel  Taylor  lives.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Joe  Irvin,  that  lives  close  by  where 
he  was  whipped,  told  me  about  it.  I  happened  to  stay  all  night  with  him,  and 
he  told  me  about  it.  It  had  just  happened  a  little  while  before  I  was  there,  and  he 
told  me  that  was  the  charge  they  had  against  him  ;  that  he  had  not  been  "  toteing  fair  j" 
that  he  was  too  intimate  with  a  woman  said  to  be  not  bright — sort  of  an  iiiiot  woman. 
It  is  said  that  he  told  her  that  she  was  diseased  and  he  could  cure  her,  aiid  that  was 
the  medicine  he  used  for  a  remedy. 
By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Colonel  Holly,  what  is  your  age  ? 

Answ€fi\  I  am  sixty-two. 
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Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  20,  1871. 

LYMAN  W.  MARTIN  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  was  called  by  the  minority,  General  Blair  will  please 
examine  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Will  you  state  your  residence  and  occupation,  if  you  please  ? 

Ansimr.  I  live  at  the  county  site  of  Russell  County,  Alabama.  The  name  of  the 
place  is  Seale  Station.    I  am  a  lawyer  by  profession. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  violations  of  law  committed  in  your  county  by  persons 
in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  In  disguise  ?    None,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  the  case  of  a  man  named  Few  ? 

Answe)\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  has  been  reported  to  the  committee.  Will  you  give  the  facts  in  reference 
to  that  case  ? 

Answer^  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts.  I  have  heard,  however,  of  the 
circumstances  and  the  facts.  I  say  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  faets.  I  have 
no  personal  knowledge  of  any  violence  ;  but  I  knew  Mr.  Few,  and  have  known  him 
for  years.  I  have  been  very  friendly  with  Mr.  Few  for  years.  He  was  teaching  a  col- 
ored school  in  Crawford,  in  Russell  County,  and  for  some  cause  or  other,  I  do  not  know 
what,  there  had  got  up  a  considerable  feeling  in  the  community.  He  was  attacked 
there  at  night,  as  I  have  been  told,  by  a  parcel  of  boys  ;  and  things  came  to  suc^  a 
pass  that,  for  the  safety  of  the  community,  they  called  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  in  an 
old  court-house,  (Crawford  being  the  former  county-site  of  the  county,)  at  which  Mr. 
Few  and  all  the  prominent  citizens  were  present.  Mr.  Few  related  to  them  that  he 
had  been  attacked  at  night  there,^lie  did  not  know  by  Avhom.  The  citizens  disavowed 
any  complication  whatever,  or  any  participation  whatever,  in  the  matter,  and  assured 
him  that  as  long  as  he  pursued  a*  legitimate  avocation  in  their  community  he  was  to 
and  should  receive  their  protection.  With  that  assurance  on  their  part,  he  went  on, 
taught  his  school  to  its  close,  and  was  hired  the  succeeding  year  by  a  set  of  trustees  in 
the  adjoining  township,  all  of  whom  were  leading  democrats  in  the  county.  Since 
then  I  have  heard  of  no  attack  upon  Mr.  Few,  neither  in  one  shape  nor  another. 

Question.  Was  there,  to  your  knowledge,  any  such  state  of  intimidation  induced  by 
threats,  among  the  negroes  at  Tra wick's  Cross-roads,  in  your  county,  as  to  prevent 
their  voting  in  1870  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  knowledge  and  no  information  of  any  threats,  or  any  vio- 
lence, or  threats  of  violence,  in  that  community.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  a  remarkably 
peaceful  community. 

Question.  The  negroes  do  vote,  do  they  not  ? 

Answer.  Ye's,  sir,  the  negroes  vote  in  that  precinct. 

Question.  Are  they  unmolested  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know,  sir,  and  so  far  as  I  believe.  There  are  not  many  negroes 
in  that  precinct.  It  is  a  poor,  piney- woods  country,  bordered  by  two  or  three,  or  per- 
haps more,  large  plantations,  upon  which  there  are  a  good  many  negroes  ;  but  a  large 
majority  of  the  voters  at  that  precinct  are  white  men  ;  and  I  know  of  no  violence  or 
threats  of  violence  in  that  community  whatever. 

Question.  Are  you  familiar  with  the  people  of  that  community  ? 

Answer.  I  am.  I  own  a  plantation  in  that  vicinity  myself,  and  have  lived  within 
nine  miles  of  the  precin<5t  lor  twelve  years. 

Question.  What  are  the  relations  between  the  white  and  colored  people  of  your 
county  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  considering  the  transition  from  master  and  slave  to  the  present  re- 
lation which  exists  between  the  races,  I  have  often  had  occasion  to  express  a  perfect 
surprise  at  the  good  manner  in  which  both  races  have  acted,  in  so  far  as  they  have 
come  under  my  observation. 

Question.  In  that  county  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  condition  of  the  county,  so  far  as  regards  the  execution  of  the  law, 
good  or  bad  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  very  indifferent.  We  have  very  incompetent  officers  in  our 
county,  and  the  law  is  not  executed  as  it  should  be,  because  the  officers  have  neither 
the  intelligence  nor  the  will  to  do  their  whole  duty. 

Question.  The  great  part,  then,  of  the  discontent,  if  any  exists,  is  by  reason  of  the  fact 
that  those  officers  were  i)ut  upon  you  against  your  consent  ? 

Ansiver.  1  do  not  think  there  is  any  discoutent  in  my  county,  sir,  more  than  there  is 
in  every  community,  because  since  Cain  killed  his  brother  I  have  never  known  a  com^ 
munity  that  was  free  from  every  crimfe  and  vice.    We  have  bad  men  in  our  county  o| 
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all  parties  and  all  races,  but  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  our  county,  of  all  races 
and  classes,  are  law-abiding  and  peaceable  citizens. 

Question,  For  the  preservation  of  peace  and  order  and  the  good  condition  that  exists 
in  your  society,  you  are  not,  then,  under  obligations  to  the  efficiency  of  your  officers? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  by  no  means ;  it  is  the  virtue  of  the  people  of  all  classes  and  all 
partiep  that  sustains  the  law  in  our  county. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  vote  for  any  of  these  officers  of  whom  you  make  complaint  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  vote  against  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  vote  at  all  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  the  opportunity  of  choosing  good  officers,  but  declined  to  exercise 
the  right,  did  you  ? 

Ansiver.  The  facts  are,  that  a  convention  assembled  here  in  1867,  and  adopted  a  con- 
stitution which  is  now  the  constitution  of  this  State,  and  it  was  submitted  for  the  rati- 
fication x)f  the  people,  and  the  election  of  State  and  county  officers  and  the  election  on 
the  constitution  came  off  at  the  same  time.  A  convention  of  the  democratic  party  of 
Alabama  met  in  the  city  of  Montgomery  and  recommended  the  policy  of  non-action, 
and  the  democratic  party,  including  a  large  majority  of  the  white  people  of  the  State, 
abstained  entirely  from  voting  for  either  county  officers  or  State  officers,  or  on  the 
question  of  the  adoption  of  the  .constitution,  and  our  county  officers  were  elected  at 
that  time  or  have  been  subsequently  appointed  by  Governor  Smith. 

Question.  There  was  no  legal  obstacle  in  the  way  of  voting  for  or  against  any  partic- 
ular ticket,  and  at  the  same  time  desisting  from  voting  on  the  question  of  the  ratifi- 
cation or  rejection  of  the  constitution? 

Ansiver.  None  whatever. 

Question.  It  was  a  measure  of  policy,  and  the  democratic  party  abstained  from  the 
polls  at  that  election  ? 

Answer.  Entirely,  sirr 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  They  did  that  relying  on  the  good  faith  of  Congress  ? 
Answer.  I  tliink  so. 

Question.  In  which  they  were  disappointed  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  badly. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  The  officers  of  your  county  are  republicans,  are  they  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  democrats ;  how  did  that  happen  ? 

Answer.  It  is  a  mixed  ticket  over  there,  sir. 

Question.  Who  formed  that  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Our  judge  of  probate  and  sheriff,,  two  of  our  most  inaportant  officers,  were 
elected  by  the  negroes,  or  colored  vote,  in  1^68.  The  judge  of  probate  has  no  politics ; 
the  sheriff  claims  to  be  a  democrat.  The  clerk  was  appointed  by  Governor  Smith,  a 
republican  governor,  but  he  now  claims  to  be  a  democrat.  But  none  of  them  hold 
office  either  under  democratic  appointment  or  democratic  election,  and  none  of  them 
are  the  choice  of  either  party  in  my  county. 

Question.  But  the  clerk  and  the  sheriff  co-operate  with  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  recognized  as  democrats  in  good  standing? 

Answer.  They  are.  I  say  they  are  recognized  as  democratic  voters  j  I  will  not  say 
in  good  standing. 

Question.  Why  not  in  good  standing? 

Answer.  Because  they  are  inefficient  officers,  and  have  failed  to  give  satisfaction  in 
the  offices  which  they  now  hold. 

Question.  It  is  not  because  of  the  manner  in  which  they  derived  their  title  to  the 
offices  ? 

Answer.  No,,  sir ;  we  would  respect  a  good  republican  officer  there  as  much  as  any- 
body, and  we  would  hate  a  poor  democratic  officer  as  bad  as  anybody. 

Question.  You  say  the  sheriff  was  elected  as  a  republican,  and  has  gone  over  to  the 
lemocratic  party  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  elected  as  a  republican  ;  he  was  elected  by  the 
epublica^s. 

Question.  And  the  clerk  was  appointed  hj  Governor  Smith,  and  has  gone  over  to  the 
emocratic  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  was  a  republican ;  I  am  not  certain 
bout  that.    He  now  votes  the  democratic  ticket.  ^  r\r\rAr> 
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Question.  Then  it  might  happen  that  a  clerk  and  a  sheriff  were  elected  or  appointed 
without  any  reference  to  their  political  status  ? 

Answer.  It  may  be  so  ;  I  know  nothing  to  the  contrary. 

Question.  Is  your  circuit  judge  a  republican  or  a  democrat  ? 

Ansiver.  Republican. 

Question.  Is  he  not  an  efficient  judge  ? 

Ansiver.  He  is  a  good  man. 

Question.  Is  he  a  good  lawyer  ? 

Answer.  He  is  on  the  poorly-thank-God  order,  if  yOu  will  allow  the  expression. 

Question.  I  do  not  understand  the  expression. 

Ansiver.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  explain  it,  there  is  a  yery  old,  illiterate  man  in  my 
county  who,  when  you  meet  him,  and  ask  how  he  is,  always  answers,  "  Poorly,  thank 
God."  He  says  he  thanks  his  Lord  that  it  is  no  worse.  So  we  are  thankful  our  circuit 
judge  is  no  worse. 

Question.  Is  he  an  honest  man  ! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  tries  to  administer  justice  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  does  the  best  he  knows  how  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  he  is  no  mean  lawyer,  but  he  is  not  a  first-rate  lawyer. 

Question.  Is  he  generally  successful  in  administering  justice  in- cases  that  come  be- 
fore him  ? 

Answer,  fie  is  a  little  too  tardy ;  that  is  the  only  complaint  I  have  heard  against 
him.    He  is  impartial  and  just  in  all  cases  that  he  tries. 

Question.  You  might  be  a  good  deal  worse  off,  Mr.  Martin,  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  very  much  so. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  that  the  reason  you  thank  God  when  you  look  around  and  see  other 
things  that  are  going  on  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  point  of  my  joke.  We  could  be  hurt  very  seriously  by  a  swifter 
and  worse  man. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  You  have  never  heard  of  any  bands  of  men  going  about  the  county  in  the 
night-time,  disguised  or  undisguised,  and  alarming  negroes,  have  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never  alarming  negroes,  excepting  the  attack  made  upon  Mr.  Few, 
to  which  I  have  already  referred.  I  have  never  known  anything  of  the  kind  in  that 
county. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  such  a  state  of  things  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  such  a  state  of  things  in  that  county. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  and  I  have  no  earthly  idea  that  any  such  organization  ever  existed 
in  my  county. 

Question.  Does  that  county  border  upon  Coosa  or  Tallapoosa  ? 

Answe}\  No,  sir ;  neither. 

Question.  How  remote  ? 

Answer.  There  are  two  counties  between  Coosa  and  Russell,  and  one  between  Russell 
and  Tallapoosa — Lee  County. 

Question.  Russell  County  is  situated  right  upon  the  line  of  Georgia,  and  is  east  of 
Macon  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  disturbances  of  the  peace  in  Macon  County  adjoin- 
ing you  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  some  excitement  over  there  two  or  three  years  ago,  but  I  do 
not  remember  what  it  was  about.    It  was  in  Tuskegee. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Was  that  the  celebrated  Alston  case  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  the  matter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Has  there  been  at  any  time  a  prejudice  on  the  part  of  any  portion  of  you] 
community  against  colored  schools  ? 

Answer.  Lthink,  sir,  that  there  was  perhaps  some  prejudice  against  it  soon  after  th( 
war  closed,  for  a  year  or  two. 

Question.  Is  there  any  prejudice  against  the  teachers  of  colored  schools  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Has  there  been  ? 

Answer.  There  may  have  been  a  year  or  two  ago. 

Question.  Was  there  at  the  time  Mr.  Few  was  interfered  with  ? 
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Answer.  I  think  not  on  that  account.  I  think  the  difficulty  that  Mr.  Few  got  into 
grew  out  of  his  personal  bearing  toward  the  community,  and  not  out  of  the  avocation 
that  he  followed. 

Question.  What  were  the  particulars  of  his  case  ?  You  have  spoken  of  some  attack  by 
a  parcel  of  boys  upon  Mr.  Few  in  the  night-time. 

Answer.  1  gave  the  particulars  in  my  direct  examination  as  fully  as  I  know  them. 
It  is  all  information  except  so  far  as  I  know  Mr.  Few  personally  and  know  that  he 
lived  at  Crawford. 

Question.  He  was  a  man  of  family  ? 

Answer.  He  had  a  wife  but  no  children. 

Question.  And  he  was  attacked  at  his  house  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  a  crowd  of  boys  ? 

Answer.  By  a  gang  of  bad  boys,  as  I  understand. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  were  there,  as  you  understood  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  any  number  mentioned. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  fire  upon  his  house  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  they  did. 

Question.  Did  they  rock  it  also  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yoy  understand  how  many  gun-shots  or  pistol-shots  were  discharged  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  were  several—several  gun-shots  or  pistol-shots,  but  how  many 
I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard. 

Question.  How  long  was  this  continued  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was  the  work  only  of  a  short  time,  perhaps  less  than  an  hour ; 
I  do  not  know,  however,  that  I  am  accurate  in  that. 

Question.  Are  you  informed  who  the  boys  were  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  heard  but  one  name  mentioned. 

Question.  How  old  was  he  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  young  man  about  eighteen  or  twenty  years  old. 

Question.  Of  a  good  family  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  know  nothing  against  his  family  ;  I  know  very  little  of  his  family. 

•Question.  What  was  the  pique  that  this  crowd  of  boys  had  against  Mr.  Few  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  what  the  precise  pique  was.  There  had  been  some  growl- 
ing in  the  community  there  between  Mr.  Few  and  the  citizens,  and  he  had  had  one  or 
two  difficulties  with  some  young  men-^boys,  they  thought  themselves  men,  and  were 
ordinarily  called  so,  but  were  mere  boys.  He  had  had  one  or  two  difficulties  with  them 
and  I  have  no  doubt  there  was  a  general  prejudice  against  Mr.  Few  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. 

Question.  On  what  account  ? 

Answer.  On  account  of  his  personal  character  and  bearing  in  the  community. 

Question.  What  was  his  personal  character  ? 

Answer.  It  was  not  very  good. 

Question.  What  was  alleged  against  him  ? 

Answer.  Well,  he  was  quarrelsome.  He  was  a  drinking  man,  a  man  who  had  been 
separated  from  his  wife,  who  had  maltreated  his  wife,  so  rumor  went.  He  had  had  a 
difficultv  with  his  brother-in-law  in -which  pistols  and  knives  were  used  ]  and  he  was 
disposed  to  insult  democrats  ;  in  fact  he  was  imported  to  that  locality  as  a  desperado, 
and  came  there  to  provoke  difficulties  with  democrate. 

Question.  Who  imported  him  % 

Answer.  Judge  Applebee,  who  was  a  relation  of  his  by  marriage,  and  judge  of  pro- 
bate of  the  county. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  he  was  imported  to  provoke  difficulties  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  conclusion,  sir,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  from  the 
conduct  of  the  parties. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  a  single  man  was  well  calculated  to  provoke  difficulties  with 
the  whole  community  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Mr.  Few  was.  I  have  known  him  for  years  and  know  him  to  be  a 
fearless  man,  utterly  fearless,  and  a  man  who  had  neither  interest  enough  in  this  world 
nor  enough  hope  of  heaven  to  be  afraid  of  dying  at  any  moment. 

Question.  Then  you  had  not  a  good  opinion  of  Mr.  Few  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  always  personally  friendly  with  him,  and  was  the  only  man  in  that 
pommuuity  that  could  quiet  a  difficulty  between  him  and  other  parties. 

Question.  Were  the  democrats  friendly  with  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  very.    I  was,  personally,  on  account  of  old  relations. 

Question.  They  regarded  his  presence  there  as  a  standing  insult  ? 

Ansu)eft\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  possible  then  that  the  boys  took  their  cue  from  their  fathers  9 

Answer.  That  is  possible  ;  I  could  not  say  that  it  was  not. 
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Question.  I  suppose  the  democratic  portion  of  the  community  there  did  not  grieve 
very  much  over  the  visitation  that  he  received,  did  they  ? 

Ansivei\  I  do  not  know  that  they  grieved  at  all,  but  the  community  called  a  meeting 
to  adjust  all  differences  for  protection. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  was  done  as  a  matter  of  policy  for  the  purpose  of 
quieting  and  hushing  this  thing  up  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  think  it  was  done  to  save  the  community  from  any  further  law- 
lessness. I  do  not  think  that  the  people  of  the  community  (and  I  lived  in  the  town  for 
thirteen  years  and  knew  the  community  well)  would  tolerate  lawlessness.  I  do  not 
think  they  approved  of  what  was  done,  and  the  meeting  was  called  in  the  interest  of 
peace,  law,  and  order. 

Question.  Was  it  called  by  democrats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ]  and  Mr.  Few  was  invited  there,  and  all  the  differences  were  adjusted, 
and  nothing  more  was  ever  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Was  there  any  fear  felt  that  this  thing  would  get  abroad  and  make  a  bad 
record  against  the  democratic  party  of  Russell  County  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever ;  there  was  no  attempt  to  conceal  it. 

Question.  Was  there  any  policy  in  calling  that  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  testifying 
to  the  world  that  the  skirts  of  the  democratic  party  there  were  clear  of  this  offense  ? 

Answer.  It  may  have  been  the  policy  of  those  who  called  the  meeting.  I  was  not  of 
that  number,  for  I  had  changed  my  residence. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  that  was  the  motive  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  it,  and  I  do  not  believe  it. 

Question.  You  do  not  believe  that  was  the  motive  ? 

Ansiver.  1  do  not. 

Question.  Were  not  the  democrats  very  anxious  to  get  rid  of  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  were. 

Question.  You  say  his  presence  there  was  regarded  as  a  standing  insult  to  them  ? 

Answer.  For  some  time  before  that,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  it  ceased  to  be  an  insult  ? 

Answei\  It  may  or  may  not  have  ceased.  I  had  removed  from  the  neighborhood,  and 
cannot  judge  nor  testify  as  to  what  took  place  in  the  neighborhood,  except  from  my 
general  knowledge  of  the  community. 

Question.  You  were  not  iia  the  meeting  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nor  in  the  neighborhood  at  the  time. 

Question.  How  long  had  you  removed  ? 

Answer.  I  had  removed  from  there  about  nine  months  previous. 

Question.  What  means  have  you  of  knowing  the  animus  of  the  community  toward 
Mr.  Few  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  From  my  knowledge  when  I  did  reside  there. 

Question.  But  that  was  nine  months  previously  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  means  have  you  of  knowing  the  sentiment  of  the  community  at  the 
time  the  outrage  was  committed  upon  him  ? 

Answer.  Only  the  conclusions  I  drew  from  previous  knowledge,  and  what  I  have 
heard. 

Question.  Was  there  any  prejudice  against  him  on  account  of  the  fact  that  he  was 
teaching  a  colored  school? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Were  you  not  so  informed  ? 

Answer.  Never  informed  that  there  was  any  prejudice  on  that  account,  never. 

Question.  From  the  information  you  have  do  you  suppose  it  was  the  intention  of  this 
crowd  of  young  men  to  kill  him? 

Answefi\  I  would  not  have  been  surprised,  sir,  if  they  had  killed  him  if  they  had  got 
an  opportunity,  sir.  I  do  not  know;  I  just  give  that  as  my  judgment.  Any  men  that 
will  do  as  they  did  would  do  worse. 

Question.  You  think  there  was  a  considerable  feeling  in  the  community  after  this 
attack  on  Mr.  Few.    What  was  the  nature  of  that  feeling  ? 

Answer.  Considerable  feeling. 

Question.  Yes,  you  spoke  about  considerable  feeling  in  the  community  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  feeling  ]  there  was  considerable  excitement 
about  the  matter.  I  do  not  know  that  the  feeling  was  against  Mr.  Few  j  it  was  against 
the  occurrence. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  community  heartily  and  sincerely  deplored  the  attack 
upon  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do ;  it  led  to  a  meeting  and  adjustment. 

Question.  As  you  were  not  present  at  that  meeting  nor  in  the  community  for  nine 
months  previously,  how  long  after  this  did  you  visit  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  a  plantation  near  there ;  I  do  not  remember  the  time,  but  I  am  in 
that  community  very  frequently.    I  do  not  now  remember  the  time  that  elapsed^ 
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There  is  almost  constant  communication  "between  that  place  and  the  present  county 
site. 

Question.  Were  there  many  negroes  in  that  community  ? 

Answer.  The  population  there  is  about  equally  divided. 

Question.  Had  he  taken  an  active  part  in  political  matters,  in  marshaling  the  negroes 
to  the  polls  and  distributing  tickets,  &c.  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  never  had. 

Question.  What  political  activity  on  his  part  had  given  umbrage  to  the  democrats 
there? 

Answer.  It  was  not  a  political  activity,  but  his  relative,  Judge  Applebee,  brought 
him  to  Crawford  and  kept  him  there  about  his  office  for  several  months,  and  while 
Few  took  no  active  part  in  politics  he  was  always  ready  to  take  up  and  often  provoke 
a  quarrel  on  the  subject  of  Judge  Applebee,  who  was  his  personal  friend  and  relative, 
and  a  republican. 

Question.  He  was  judge  of  probate  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  known  of  several  personal  altercations  which  grew  out  of 
remarks  which  had  been  made  about  Applebee  and  resented  by  Few. 

Question.  Then  if  I  get  your  idea  aright  he  was  imported  there  as  the  champion  of 
Judge  Applebee  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  as  a  sort  of  desperado  or  champion  of  the  judge  of  probate. 

Question.  y^SiH  the  judge  of  probate  in  danger  ? 

Answer.  He  fancied  himself  in  danger. 

Question.  On  what  account  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell. 

Question.  Were  the  democrats  hostile  to  the  probate  judge  ? 

Answer.  They  were  politically  hostile  and  personally  not  favorable. 

Question.  Had  he  been  molested  or  insulted  in  any  way  ? 

Answer.  Never  maltreated ;  he  may  have  been  roughly  spoken  to  ;  in  fact,  I  have 
cursed  him  a  few  times  myself. 

Question.  I  infer  from  your  testimony,  Mr.  Martin,  that  you  affiliate  with  the  demo- 
ctatic  party  ? 

Ansiver.  Well^  sir ;  I  was  never  a  hide-bound  partisan.  I  have  had  the  misfortune 
to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ever  since  the  war. 

Question.  You  regard  it  as  a  misfortune  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ,*  because  it  was  not  successful. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question.  In  the  confederate  service  1 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  rank  ? 

Answer.  I  was  a  private,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  notice  taken  by  the  courts  of  this  attack  upon  Mr.  Few  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  ever  knew  of,  sir.  I  may  safely  say  that  there  was  none,  or  I 
should  have  known  it. 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  20, 1871. 
BURTON  LONG  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 
Ansiver.  Russell. 
Question.  Russell  County  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  what  place  in  Russell  County  ? 
Answer.  In  two  miles  of  Silver  Run. 
Question.  Were  you  a  slave  before  the  war  ? 
Answer.  1  was,  sir. 
Question.  Who  did  you  belong  to  ? 
Answer.  Colonel  Nimrod  Long. 
Question.  Were  you  raised  in  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  I  was  raised  in  Alabama.  I  was  partly  raised  in  Virginia.  I  was 
steen  yearS  old  when  I  left  Richmond,  Virginia,  and  waa  brought  here  by  speculators. 
Question.  Have  you  at  any  time  attempted  to  vote  and  been  prevented  from  doing  it  ? 
Answer.  I  haven't  attempted  to  vote  and  been  prevented,  but  I  have  been  driven 
;)m  the  polls. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 
Answer.  That  was  in  the  last  election,  though  I  voted. 
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Question.  State  to  the  comniittee  the  circumstances  of  your  being  driven  from  the 
polls. 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  when  I  went  to  the  polls  and  commenced,  I  was  the  candidate  of 
that  election,  and  I  staid  at  that  poll  that  day  myself,  and  when  I  went  there  I  was 
the  only  man  that  had  the  republican  tickets  in  hand  to  issue  it  amongst  the  x)eople  ;  and 
there  was  another  gentleman  belonging  to  the  other  party  that  had  some  tickets  printed 
precisely  like  mine.  He  had  got  hold  of  one  of  mine  by  my  giving  them  out  Ijeforehand. 
He  stepped  out  before  me  and  said  ''  Heme's  your  republican  tickets."  I  says  '^  Let  me 
look  at  one."  He  handed  one  to  me  and  it  was  headed  ^'  Republican/'  and  in  the  body 
of  it  was  democratic  nominees.  Says  I,  "  Mr.,  you  can't  call  this  a  republican  ticket 
with  democratic  nominees  upon  it,"  and  I  opened  it  then  to  the  people.  I  says,  '^  Here's 
two  tickets  now  saying  republican ;  it  is  to  induce  you  men  that  cannot  read  to  vote 
them  that  has  on  the  bottom  of  them  the  democratic  nominees  ;  but  there  is  only  one 
full  republican  ticket  here  on  the  ground  and  I  have  that,  and  if  you  vote  any  other 
one,  whoever  wants  to  vote  a  republican  ticket  can't  vote  a  republican  ticket  except  he 
gets  it  from- my  hands,  anxl  if  you  want  to  vote  the  democratic,  there  it  is  in  that  gentle- 
man's hands."  Then  this  man  couldn't  pass  any  more  of  his  tickets,  and  then  my  young 
boss,  named  Frederick  Long,  came  up  to  me  and  says,  '' Burton,  we  have  been  raised 
together,  and  now  you  have  come  to  opposition  against  me  and  my  rights."  Says  I, 
'^ No, sir;  I  have  no  ox^position  with  your  rights."  Says  I,  >'We  are  standing  like 
church  people,  as  if  I  am  a  Baptist  and  you  a  Methodist,  and  if  I  gain  the  most  mem- 
bers for  my  society,  we  ought  not  to  fall  out  about  it ;  and  another  thing,  you  ought  to 
spoken  to  me  and  told  me  how  to  do.  When  I  met  you  all  I  shook  hands  with  you  and 
asked  you  '  how  do  you  do  and  all  your  friends  and  j>eople,'  and  you  seemed  mad  about 
it."  And  he  says,  ''  Yes,  damn  you  ;  I  don't  expect  to  speak  to  you  another  time."  I 
says,  ''  Let's  not  fall  out  about  political  matters;  let's  speak  and  talk  together  as  we 
always  have  done."  He  says,  "  Well,  you  have  gone  against  the  democratic  party  and 
I  never  expected  that,  and  I  never  expect  to  shake  hands  with  you,  or  speak  with  you, 
as  long  as  you  live."  After  a  while  he  came  again  and  says,  '^  Let  me  see  one  of  them 
tickets  ;  you  have  plenty  of  them."  I  says  '^  I  have,"  and  I  gave  him  one.  The  flag 
was  sort  o'  tore  off  of  that  ticket  and  he  says  ''Give  me  another  ;"  and  I  gave  him  another. 
He  went  off  with  them  and  came  back  and  got  another  one.  T  says,  "  Look  here, 
master  Fred" — we  always  called  him  Bunk  when  we  lived  together — I  says,  "  Are  you 
going  to  vote  that  ticket?"  He  says,  ''No,  damn  yon,  not  to  save  your  life."  I  says, 
"  What  do  you  want  for  it  ?  I  wanted  to  get  a  dot  for  it,"  and  he  came  back  a  third 
time  aud  says,  "  Let  me  have  another  ticket."  I  says,  "  I  haven't  got  them  to  spare  ; 
here's  a  heap  of  people  want  tickets  and  you  are  not  going  to  vote  them  tickets  any 
how."  He  says,  "  Give  me  one,  you  have  plenty  of  them,"  and  he  took  the  ticket  and 
he  says  "  Do  you  want  to  see  what  I  do  with  it  f  I  said  "  Yes."  Then  he  just  took 
the  ticket  and  doubled  the  flag  down  and  pasted  the  other  ticket  over  it.  He  says,  "  I 
am  going  to  beat  you  in  that  way."  I  says,  "  Do  you  call  that  honest  or  fair  ?"  He 
says,  '- 1  don't  care  whether  you  do  or  not.  I  intend  to  beat  you  in  that  way."  Then 
it  raised  a  row  there  and  he  said  he  would  whip  me  off  of  the  ground,  audi  must  leave. 
I  said,  "  I  don't  want  no  fuss.  I  am  just  handing  out  my  tickets."  The  garrison  was 
there. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  troops  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  made  at  me  to  cut  me.  He  said  he  intended  to  cut  me  to  death  if 
I  didn't  leave  the  ground.  Then  the  colored  people  run  up  and  surrounded  me,  to  i3rotect 
me  ;  and  by_that  time  the  garrison  ran  up  and  said  they  were  sent  there  to  command 
the  peace,  and  there  should  be  no  fuss;  that  was  about  11  o'clock.  At  12  o'clock 
the  managers  of  the  polls  stopped  for  dinner.  I  staid  around  until  after  they  had  eat 
dinner,  and  I  says  to  Mr.  Pollard,  which  was  J.  L.  Pollard,  "  Will  you  open  the  door  ?  " 
He  says,  "  I  have  no  more  registration,  and  they  can't  vote  here  any  longer ;  if  they 
vote  without  this  registration  it  is  a  penitentiary  offfense,  from  two  to  five  years." 
There  was  two  hundred  voters  standing  around  there  then,  with  their  tickets  in  their 
hands,  ready  to  vote,  and  couldn't  vote.  I  says,  "Can't  they  go  over  here  to  lichee  VI 
that  was  a  precinct  called  Uchee.  He  says,  "  I  don't  think  they  can ;  it  is  some  eighteerj 
or  twenty  miles  from  here  to  Uchee.  If  they  walk  there  the  polls  may  be  closed 
so  that  they  can't  vote,  and  they  will  have  to  walk  clean  across  the  country  back  to 
night ; "  and  some  of  them  had  done  walked  across  one  precinct  to  get  to  this  plac( 
where  the  garrison  was  to  protect  them.  I  says,  "  What  time  is  it  ?"  He  says,  "On^ 
o'clock."  I  says,  "  It  is  a  mighty  bad  state  of  business  that  I  have  to  lose  all  thes< 
voters  because  of  the  registration  giving  out."  He  says,  "  Aint  the  republicans  abl< 
to  furnish  yon  paper  enough  to  register  ?  I  have  been  furnishing  it  myself,  and  I  don'l 
intend  to  furnish  any  more."  »Then  because  I  swore  to  what  my  own  personal  Qyes  sa\ 
that  day,  I  was  taken  up  and  put  in  prison,  and  was  in  prison  eight  days,  and  Mmos 
lost  my  crop,  which  was  just  because  I  swore  to  what  I  saw  and  knew  to  be  the  fad 
and  can  now  prove  it  was  so.  They  arrested  me  and  carried  me  to  jail  for  perjury,  aui 
everything  I  possess  is  now  taken  from  me  because  of  that  election. 
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Question.  Were  tliose  two  hundred  Yoters,  "who  were  there  to  Yote^  prevented  from 
doing  so  on  that  day  ? 

Aiiswer.  Yes,  sir ',  right  there. 

QueUion.  Wbat  did  he  mean  by  saying  that  the  registration  had  given  out  ?  Did  he 
mean  he  had  no  more  paper  to  register  the  voters  on  ? 

Ansiocr.  Yes,  sir ;  that  he  had  no  more  paper  to  register  the  voters  on.  They  couldn't 
vote  without  that  registration,  and  I  understood  that,  and  I  wouldn't  give-  one  ticket 
out  until  they  all  came  up  to  the  platform  and  was  registered  before  1  would  put  a 
ticket  in  their  hands.  They  fouUd  I  was  about  to  carry  the  poll  at  that  time  of  day, 
and  so  they  closed  the  registration  on  me  and  stopped  the  voting. 

Question,  Had  the  democrats  all  voted  at  that  precinct  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  say  whether  they  had  or  not. 

Question.  Did  he  refuse  to  receive  any  more  votes  after  1  o'clock  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  these  colored  men  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  that  day  at  all  ?  Did 
they  go  to  another  precinct  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  because  they  had  done  past  one  precinct  to  come  to  that  precinct, 
allowing  that  they  would  have  protection  at  that  precinct,  and  that  they  could  vote 
that  wanted  to  vote.,  If  they  had  walked  on  twenty  miles  farther,  it  would  have  been 
a  mighty  walk  on  them. 

Question.  Who  was  this  Mr.  Pollard?  Was  he  a  judge  of  election;  the  man  that 
received  the  votes  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  he  was  the  registration  man.  Mr.  Long  was  one;  he  was  one  of  my 
young  bosses,  and  he  was  one  of  the  managers  of  the  poll. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Pollard  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  All  of  them  were  democrats^  but  I  carried  the  election,  and  was  elected  in 
the  county,  and  they  left  it  to  me,  the  night  they  were  going  to  count  out  this  box,  to 
choose  three  republican  men,  and  I  chose  three  intelligent  black  men  and  sent  them  in 
there.  They  threw  off  of  the  list  all  that  were  not  registered,  and  these  men  saw  there 
that  something  had  to  come  off  of  the  democratic  list  as  on  the  republican  list,  and  the 
next  morning  they  discharged  these  men  and  wouldn't  have  them  any  more,  and  then 
ran  on  themselves,  and  nobody  knew  what  they  did.  It  has  never  been  decided  what 
they  did.  After  I  had  it  tested  here,  and  had  the  boxes  brought  here,  they  didn't  open, 
them  here ;  and  we  had  another  testing  of  the  boxes  in  Girard,  and  took  the  boxes 
there  from  this  place,  and  when  they  did  get  there  they  had  done  robbed  them,  and 
the  votes  were  all  gone. 

Question.  Did  j^ou  get  a  certificate  of  election,  or  were  you  defeated  ? 

A.nswer.  I  was  defeated ;  none  of  us  got  the  certificate.  Mr.  Henry  was  the  democratic 
man  ;  I  was  the  only  rei)ublican  man. 

Question.  What  were  you  running  for  ? 

Ansiver.  Legislature  ;  I  think  he  beat  me,  I  am  not  certain,  about  one  hundred  and 
thirty  votes,  the  way  thej^  decided  it ;  but  there  were  three  boxes  they  wouldn^t  open 
for  me,  and  whisn  I  pushed  it  up  to  have  them  opened,  they  robbed  them  before  they 
were  opened. 

Question.  Would  you  have  had  a  majority  if  all  of  the  votes  cast  in  your  favor  had 
been  counted  fairly  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  caused  you  'to  be  arrested  for  perjury  ? 

Ansiver.  Judge  Waddell,  the  leading  man  of  the  democratic  .party  there.  He  said  to 
me  the  day  the  boxes  was  counted  out,  that  God  Almighty  never  made  a  nigger  to 
legislate  for  a  white  man,  and  he  w^ould  be  damned  if  ever  I  should  do  it ;  and  after  I 
pushed  it  up  here  to  have  my  rights,  he  told  me  I  must  leave  the  county,  right  here  in 
this  |)lace.  I  told  him  I  didn't  intend  to  leave  the  county.  He  says,  ''If  you  don't 
leave  this  county  you  will  stay  in  a  damned  horrible  place;"  and  then  I  received  a 
Ku-Klux  letter. 

Question.  Have  you  got  that  letter  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;  I  sent  it  about  amongst  my  friends,  and  it  got  lost. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  how  it  read  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  its  contents. 

Answer.  It  said,  ''Ku-Klux,  Ku-Klux:  Look  out  for  death,  hell,  and  judgment,  the 
whole  host  of  you."    It  had  two  coffins  on  it,  and  two  heads  on  it. 

Question.  Death-heads  ? 

Answer.  "Death,  hell,  the  whole  host  of  you  ; "  that  is,  all  the  leading  men  who  were 
republicans. 

•Question.  How  many  colored  men  were  ]>revented  from  voting,  so  far  as  your  infor- 
mation extends,  at  that  election  ? 

Ansiver.  I  can't  say  for  any  other  poll  except  where  I  was.  I  heard  njany  others  say 
it  their  polls  they  clidn'fc  get  justice;  but  I  can't  say  it  for  myself,  except  the  one 
p^here  I  was. 
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Question,  At  that  precinct,  you  say  there  were  about  two  hundred  prevented  from 
voting  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Would  they  all  have  voted  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  received  them  from  my  hands. 

Question.  Have  you  been  ill-treated  by  the  democrats  since  the  election  ? 

Answer.  Horrible ;  almost  dead ;  I  have  been  put  in  jail,  and  been  done  everything  to 
that  a  man  could,  have,  and  live. 

Question.  Have  you  had  your  trial  yet  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  bound  over  to  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  answer  the  charge  of  perjury,  though  they  asked  me  to  dismiss 
it.    They  said  they  would  dismiss  it  at  court. 

Question.  Who  said  that  ? 

Answer.  This  same  man  you  had  here  in  court  to-day. 

Question.  Mr.  Martin  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  said  he  would  dismiss  it  in  court.  I  said,  ^''  I  don't  believe  that 
would  be  justice,  because  they  put  me  in  jail  falsely,  and  I  ought  to  have  justice." 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Martin  a  leading  democratic  politician  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Waddell  is  ;  he  is  the  man  that  had  me  arrested  and  put  in  jail. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Waddell  say  anything  to  you  at  the  time  you  were  being  examined 
in  the  contested-election  case  between  Norris  and  Handley  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  day  he  made  these  remarks. 

Question.  What  remarks  did  he  make  ? 

Answer.  He  met  me  there  in  Columbus  and  said,  '^  Burton  ''—calling  me  to  him — 
"  come  here,"  and  I  went  to  him.  He  says,  ''  You  remember  that  sickly  smile  you  made 
in  the  house?"  Says  I,  "  No,  sir."  Says  he,  "If  you  don't  remember  it,  I  will  make 
you  remember  it.  If  I  don't  penitentiary  you  the  next  court,  then  God  damn  my 
jdeart."  That  was  for  testifying  against  tlandley  for  Major  Norris.  "  You  expeot  to 
live  in  that  county  with  us,  and  then  go  against  Handley  for  Major  Norris  ?  If  I  don't 
penitentiary  you,  then  God  damn  my  heart." 

Question.  He  threatened  you  in  that  way  after  you  had  given  testimony  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  threatened  me  in  that  wav. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  he  accuse  you  of  swearing  falsely  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  threaten  to  put  you  in  the  penitenti'ary  for  swearing  falsely  in  that 
case  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  charge  made  against  you  for  perjury^  for  swearing  falsely,  in  that 
case? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  why  it  was. 

Question.  You  say  these  votes  were  refused  because  they  were  not  registered  ? 

Answer.  Not  registered. 

Question.  They  are  not  allowed  to  vote  without  previous  registration  in  this  State, 
are  they  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  The  law  requires  that  there  shall  be  a  registrar  of  voters  near  the  polling- 
place  to  register  voters  upon  the  day  of  the  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  upon  the  day  of  the  election.  That  was  done  on  the  day  of  the 
election.  I  put  the  voters  on  the  platform  in  front  of  the  registrar's  office,  to  be  regis- 
tered, ftiid  when  thej  came  down  from  there  they  received  the  ticket  out  of  my 
hands. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  was  the  registrar  there  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  J..  L.  Pollard  had  the  registration  office. 

Question.  Who  appointed  him  registrar  ? 

Ansiver.  That  I  don't  know. 

Question.  Was  there  any  disturbance  during  the  election  in  the  county  by  armed 
negroes? 

Ansiver.  There  was,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  go  out  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  to  see  these  armed  negroes 
marching  through  the  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  in  the  city  of  Silver  Run  at  the  time  I  heard  it. 
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Question.  Were  you  requested  by  the  people  of  Silver  Run  to  go  out  and  see  these 
colored  men  who  were  marching  over  the  county  with  arms  on  that  day  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  go  to  see  them  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.    I  saw  them,  though,  when  they  came  in  the  city. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  ? 

Answer.  I  can^t  tell  you  how  many  there  were — I  reckon  about  thirty. 

Question.  Why  were  they  marching  about  on  the  day  of  the  election  with  arms  in 
their  hands  ? 

Answer.  It  wasn't  on  the  day  of  the  election. 

Question.  When  was  it  ? 

Answer.  It  was  five  days  after  the  election — about  five  days.  It  was  the  next  day 
after  we  met  together  to  count  out  the  ballots  ;  I  think  it  was  five  days  after  the  elec- 
tion. 

Question.  What  was  their  object  in  moving  about  with  arms  in  their  hands  and  in  a 
body  ? 

Answer.  Their  object  ?  Well,  they  had  heard  that  the  white  people  said  that  they 
should  not  have  the  right ;  even  if  I  was  elected  I  should  not  have  it,  w  hich  Judge 
Waddell  had  told  me  in  the  presence  of  them,  on  the  day  of  the  election,  that  God  Al- 
mighty never  did  make  a  damned  nigger  to  legislate  for  white  men,  and  he  would  be 
damned  if  I  ever  should  do  it.  When  the  day  came  to  count  out  the  ballots,  there  was 
a  little  boy,  named  Billy  Thweat — we  were  there  on  Saturday  night — and  he,  out  of 
mischief,  1  reckon,  gave  out  the  reports  to  the  colored  people  that  they  had  killed . 
Richard  Mack,  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  republican  party,  and  taken  Burton 
Long  and  put  him  in  x)rison,  because  they  had  contended  for  the  right  of  these  ballots. 
Then  the  people,  after  it  got  out  over  the  county,  came  to  see  whether  it  was  so  or  not  ; 
and  after  they  came  and  found  out,  and  met  the  sherifi^,  and  the  sheriff  told  them  there 
was  nothing  in  it,  and  to  give  up  their  arms,  they  all  submitted,  and  gave  up  their 
arms,  and  went  back  peaceably  and  quiet.  They  didn't  hurt  no  person,  nor  threaten 
any  person,  as  they  came  on,  but  came  to  see  whether  this  thing  was  so  or  not ;  to  see 
whether  they  had  killed  Eichard  Mack  and  put  me  in  prison,  and  what  they  did  that 
way  for.  They  came  up  in  town  there,  and  saw  me  then  in  the  town,  and  put  up  their 
arms,  and  went  back.    They  saw  me  living,  which  they  expected  to  find  me  dead. 

Question.  Did  you  vot^  ? 

Answ&i\  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  submit  the  following  report  of  the  grand  jury  of  the  city  court  of  Mont- 
gomery, as  it  appears  in  the  Montgomery  Advertiser  of  October  20,  1871 : 

'^  Grand  jury  report. — The  grand  jury  of  the  city  court,  after  a  faithful  session  of 
nearly  two  weeks,  adjourned  yesterday.    The  following  is  their  report : 
<'  To  the  Hon.  John  D.  Cunningham^  judge  of  the  city  court  of  Montgomery  : 

^^  We,  the  grand  jury,  impaneled  by  law,  under  your  honor's  direction,  to  inquire 
into  all  offenses  committed  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  in 
the  county  of  Montgomery,  within  the  past  twelve  months ;  and  also  to  inquire  into 
the  condition  of  the  jail  of  the  county,  the  countj^  hospital,  an  d  also  into  the  condition 
of  the  different  offices  of  the  county,  as  well  as  the  books  in  the  several  offices,  and  of 
the  bonds  of  the  various  officers,  and  find  all  matters  affecting  the  peace  of  said  county, 
after  a  protracted  and  patient  investigation,  do  on  our  oaths  make  the  following 
report : 

'^  Having  examined  the  books  in  the  offices  at  the  court-house,  we  find  them  all  kept 
in  a  neat  and  business-like  manner.  We  find  the  fee-books  in  the  offices  of  the  circuit 
and  city  courts  properly  kept  in, books  suitable  for  such  accounts,  and  also  in  the 
sheriff's  office.  On  careful  examination  of  the  official  bonds  submitted  by  the  Hon. 
George  Ely,  judge  of  probate,  these  bonds  being  filed  in  his  office,  a? e  are  of  the 
opinion  that  all  of  the  bonds  are  good  and  sufficient  except  that  of  M.  T.  Brainard, 
clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  and  those  of  R.  W.  Graham,  marshal,  of  W.  G.  Huddleston, 
constable,  Chas.  E.  Hogan,  justice  of  the  peace,  Robt.  Parker,  coroner,  Aug.  C.  Rose, 
T.  R.  Carter,  G.  H.  Cochrane,  justices  of  the  peace,  and  Robt.  Parker,  Green  II.  Coch- 
rane, and  B.  H.  Hill,  notaries  public. 

''  Since  the  last  session  of  the  grand  jury  (in  July,  1871)  we  find  that  the  sum  of 
$4,349  25  has  been  paid  to  the  hospital  physician ;  that  $851  15  have  been  paid  for 
repairing  Haynes's  bridge  ;  that  $1,485  57  have  been  paid  for  books,  stationery,  and 
printing  by  order  of  the  commissioDcrs'  court. 

"  We  further  find  great  inconvenience,  if  not  injustice,  visited  upon  the  State  wit- 
nesses in  the  management  of  the  fine  and  forfeiture  fund.  The  certificates  for  witness- 
money,  when  presented  by  the  witnesses,  are  seldom  or  never  paid.  The  consequence 
is  that  tparties  originally  obtaining  these  certificates  are  glad  to  part  with  them  at  a 
very  heavy  discount  to  brokers  in  the  business,  who  manage  to  discover  the  fine  and 
forfeiture  fund,  from  which  they  invariably  obtain  payment  afc  par.  We  deplore  tho 
existence  of  this  great  evil,  and  think  some  remedy  should  be  applied  in  the  case. 
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"  We  further  find  that  the  commissioners'  court  have  invested  $850  belonging  to  the 
conyict-labor  fund  in  the  stock  of  the  Montgomery  and  Eufaula  Railroad  Company. 
Since  the  last  session  of  this  court,  Hon.  Geo.  Ely,  judge  of  probate,  has  paid  into  the 
county  treasury  $535  45  belonging  to  the  convict-labor  fund.  We  find  that  $302  20, 
from  the  same  fund,  have  been  paid  to  the  sheriff  by  order  of  the  court  of  county 
commissioners  for  official  services.  We  find  that  the  money  for  which  the  two  poor- 
houses  were  sold  on  the  7th  and  16th  of  February,  1870,  amounting  to  $2,900,  was 
paid  into  the  county  treasury  by  the  judge  of  probate  on  the  23d  of  August,  1871,  with 
$125  97  interest.  We  find  that  only  $135  75  have  been  paid  into  the  treasury  by  tax 
collector  Falconer,  since  the  last  court,  and  that  a  large  balance  for  moneys  collected 
is  still  due  by  said  Falconer,  and  that  the  treasury  is  empty  and  overdrawn  to  the 
amount  of  $6,062  60.  It  also  appears  that  $18,976  99  of  the  bonded  and  scrip  debt 
have  been  paid  to  Joslah  Morris,  and  that  $120  of  the  bonded  debt  have  been  paid  to 
George  Ely,  and  that  the  bonded  and  scri]3  debt  has  been  reduced  to  the  sum  of 
$53,101  44. 

"  We  find  that  great  irregularity,  to  say  the  least,  is  practiced  by  many  justices  of 
the  peace  and  notaries  public,  in  failing  to  j)ay  into  the  treasury  the  fines  and  for- 
feitures assessed  and  collected  by  them  in  cases  tried  before  them,  and  retaining  such 
collections  until  they  have  made  costs  on  frivolous  and  vexatious  suits,  sufficient  to 
absorb  all  the  moneys  received  by  them  from  fines  and  forfeitures.  We  also  think  that 
the  practice  of  compromising  frivolous  and  vexatious  suits  against  innocent  and 
ignorant  persons  in  justices'  courts  deserves  the  strongest  reprehension. 

"  We  respectfully  recommend  the  establishment  of  a  county  work-house  in  or  near 
the  city,  for  the  benefit  of  female  and  juvenile  vagrants  and  offenders.  We  recommend 
that  all  public  works,  hospital  and  poor-house  burials,  be  let  out  to  contractors,  after 
advertising  for  the  same. 

'^  Upon  examination,  we  discovered  that  the  county  hospital  was  in  good  condition, 
with  abundant  provisions  and  good  medical  attention,  while  it  presents  an  appearance 
creditable  to  the  x^arties  in  charge.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  its  expenses  in  the  pay- 
ment of  physicians'  fees  are  too  large,  calling,  as  they  do,  for  an  unnecessary  tax  of 
several  thousand  dollars  on  the  overburdened  people  of  the  county. 

"  On  visiting  the  jail  we  found  51  persons,  both  male  and  female — all  colored  except 
two — incarcerated  for  various  offenses.  The  prisoners  were  well  clothed  and  cleanly 
in  appearance,  and  all  seemed  healthy  except  one,  who  was  afflicted  with  rlieumatism. 
In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  state  that  Sheriff  James  H.  Taylor  deserves  great 
credit  for  the  order  and  cleanliness  perceptible  throughout  the  prison  building,  as  well 
as  throughout  the  entire  inclosure  within  the  prison  walls. 

''We  regret  to  state  that  the  building,  as  a  i)lace  of  security  for  criminals,  is  unsafe. 
Indeed,  in  its  dilapidated  state,  it  would  appear  almost  impossible  for  the  sheriff  to 
retain  a  prisoner,  desirous  of  escaping,  outside  of  the  cells.  The  floors  of  several  of  the 
wards  were  very  much  decayed,  so  much  bo  that  the  floor  might  be  stamped  in  with 
the  heel  of  a  boot,  and  the  blade  of  a  i)ocket-knife  could  be  forced  through  the  planks 
at  almost  any  ])oint.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  as  soon  as  the  county  treasury  may 
justify  it,  a  new  and  more  substantial  jail  should  be  erected,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time, 
the  rear  and  side  walls  of  the  jail  inclosure  should  be  raised  at  least  four  feet  higher, 
as  a  xu'esent  necessary  precautiim  against  the  escape  of  criminals. 

''Only  one  apportioner  has  reported  upon  the  condition  of  the  roads.  It  is  the  opin- 
ion of  the  body  that  the  present  system  of  road-working  is  ineffective,  and  should  be 
abolished,  and  that  the  roads  in  the  county,  as  in  the  city,  should  be  worked  by  con- 
tract. 

"We  cannot  conclude  this  report  without  referring  to  the  deplorable  extent  of  petty 
thieving  going  on  in  every  part  of  the  county.  Hogs,  poultry,  cattle,  corn  in  the 
fields,  cotU)n,  i'rom  both  fields  and  gin-houses,  are  constantly  appropriated,  to  the  det- 
riment of  the  owners,  the  discouragement  of  the  i^lanters,  the  irritation  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  the  genei  al  corruption  of  society.  A  regard  for  truth  compels  us  to  state 
that  this  system  of  thieving  is  principaliy  carried  on  by  unprincipled  colored  people, 
at  the  expense  not  only  of  the  white  planters,  but  of  the  industrious  men  of  their  own 
race,  of  whom,  we  are  glad  to  say,  there  are  many  notable  examples  in  our  midst, 
whose  interest  it  is  that  this  condition  of  things  should  cease  to  exist.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  wisdom  of  our  rulers  will  find  some  proper  remedy  for  wrongs  which  no  society 
can  be  expected  to  permit  to  go  on  with  impunity.  We  believe  it  to  be  the  desire,  as 
it  is  the  interest,  of  all  good  men  in  the  community,  both  white  and  black,  that  those 
who  toil  shall  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labor,  and  that  they  shall  not  be  subject  to  the 
constant  and  costly  depredations  that  are  committed  by  those  who  prefer  to  live  by 
pilfering  rather  than  by  honest  work. 

"  In  conclusion,  we  return  our  sincere  thanks  to  your  honor,  the  county  solicitor,  the 
sheriff,  and  his  assistants,  for  courtesies  extended  to  us  during  the  performance  of 
our  duties  as  grand  jurors. 

"  All  of  which  is  resr)ectfully  submitted. 

"  C.  B.  FERRELL,  Foreman 
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Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  20, 1871. 

ROBERT  W.  HEALY  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  State  your  official  position. 

Answer.  United  States  marshal  for  the  southern  district  of  Alabama. 

Question.  What  is  your  place  of  residence  ? 

AnsxvefT.  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Question.  You  are  acquainted,  of  course,  with  Richard  Busteed,  judge  of  the  United 
States  district  court  of  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  him  in  relation  to  the  existence  of 
the  order  known  as  Ku-Klux  in  the  State  of  Alabama  and  the  disturbances  growing 
out  of  that  organization  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  and  the  immunity  which  the 
Federal  officers  enjoyed  from  visitations  from  that  order  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  had  con\^ersations  with  him  in  relation  to  the  outrages  done 
in  this  State. 

Question.  More  than  one  conversation  ? 

Answer.  I  may  have  had  more  than  one,  I  do  not  remember  exactly. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  particular  conversation  with  him  which  is  now  in  your 
mind  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  that  occur? 

Ansiver.  It  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  March  last. 

Question.  Was  that  during  the  session  of  the  district  court? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  before  the  court  was  adjourned. 

Question.  Was  it  in  this  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  Judge  Busteed  say  to  you  in  the  conversation  upon  that  sub- 
ject? 

Ansiver.  My  recollection  is  that  he  appeared  to  admit  the  condition  of  things  spoken 
of,  and  said  that  he  made  it  possible  for  republicans  to  live  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  what  led  to  that  observation  ? 

Anstcer.  I  think  what  may  have  led  to  it  was  a  conversation  in  relation  to  his  con- 
nection with  the  republican  party  and  his  influence  in  it. 

Question.  In  that  conversation  did  he  express  a  doubt  of  the  existence  of  that  order 
in  this  State? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  that  we  were  speaking  generally  of  outrages,  not  partic- 
ularly of  any  order. 

Question.  Did  he  doubt  the  existence  of  outrages  committed  by  bands  of  disguised 
men? 

Answer.  It  did  not  appear  to  me  so. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  him  in  relation  to  the  disturbances 
in  Western  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  have  particularly  of  these  outrages.  We  were 
speaking  generally. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  any  one  present  with  you  and  the  judge  when  he  made  that  remark  ? 

Answer.  I  think  Judge  Minnis  was  present,  sir. 

Question.  In  speaking  of  himself,  did  he  speak  ot  himself  as  constituting  the  United 
States  court — as  the  officer  of  the  court — or  of  his  political  influence  that  gave  you  or 
gave  republicans  protection  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  it  to  be  both. 

Question.  You  then  understood  him  to  mean  that  it  was  through  his  court  and 
through  his  influence  that- the  lives  of  republicans  were  safe  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  intimate  that  they  would  be  driven  from  the  State  if  it  were  not 
for  himself? 

Answei\  He  did  not  state  so  in  so  many  words.  He  said,  ^'If  it  were  not  for  me  a 
republican  could  not  live  in  the  State."    I  think  those  were  his  identical  words. 

Question.  Pointing  to  himself  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.     He  said,  "  If  it  were  not  for  me.'' 

Question.  Was  this  before  the  23d  day  of  June  last  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  You  did  not  believe  that,  did  you  ? 
Answer.  Not  fully. 
Question.  You  do  not  think  that  he  believed  it,  do  you? 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know  tliat,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  some  idea,  now,  whether  he  was  or  was  not  trying  to  humbug  you 
or  himself  with  the  idea  that  he  had  all  this  power  ? 

Ansiver.  He  might  have  been. 

Question.  Was  it  not  simply  an  attempt  to  humbug  you  or  himself? 

Ansiver.  That  might  have  been. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  most  probable,  knowing  him  as  you  do,  and  familiar 
with  his  ways,  and  the  grand  style  he  puts  upon  occasions  ! 

Answer.  He  sometimes  exaggerates  in  his  terms  in  conversation. 

Question.  It  was  merely  a  pleasant  exaggeration,  tending  to  humbug  himself,  was  it 
not^ 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  could  not  exactly  say  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Question.  You  can  say  what  you  think  about  it. 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  he  meant  it,  to  the  extent  his  language  implied. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Does  not  the  United  States  judge  of  this  district  generally  mean  what  he 
says? 

Answer.  I  think  he  does,  barring  occasional  exaggerations  in  his  language. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  was  a  piece  of  exaggeration  when  he  gave  a  specific  ac- 
count of  the  state  of  affairs  here  in  his  examination  at  Washington  ? 

Ansujer.  I  do  not  know.    I  haven't  seen  his  testimony. 

Mr.  Blair.  He  was  under  oath  when  he  gave  his  statement  at  Washington. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  make  any  difference  with  a  judge  of  a  United  States 
district  court  whether  he  was  under  oath  in  any  statement  he  saw  proper  to  make  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  it  would,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  imply,  then*,  that  he  was  not  always  reliable  in  his  state- 
ments when  he  was  not  under  oath  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  mean  that  a  x)erson,  be  he  judge  or  no,  would  be  more  careful  in  his 
statements  under  oath. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt,  from  your  various  conversations  with  Judge  Busteed, 
that  he  believed  in  the  existence  of  these  outrages  committed  by  men  in  disguise  in 
different  parts  of  the  State  of  Alabama  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  think  that  he  believed  so,  sir. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  Octole)"  23, 1871. 

General  SAMUEL  W.  CRAWFORD  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  IPlease  to  state  your  name,  your  rank  in  the  military  service,  and  to  what 
portion  of  the  Department  of  the  South  you  have  been  assigned  for  duty. 

Answ&i\  Samuel  W.  Crawford ;  colonel  Second  Regiment  of  Infantry  and  Brevet 
Major  General  United  States  Army.  I  am  stationed  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  com- 
mand of  the  section  known  as  Northern  Alabama. 

Question.  What  number  of  troops  have  you  under  your  command,  and  how  are  they 
distributed  ? 

Ansiver.  The  whole  of  the  force  in  the  State  of  Alabama  at  present  consists  of  but 
three  companies.  One  stationed  at  Huntsville,  consisting  of  between  fifty  and  sixty 
men,  and  two  at  Mobile.  I  have  command  of  my  regiment,  which  is  scattered  over 
four  different  States ;  but  except  the  troops  in  North  Alabama,  I  have  no  power  to 
move  or  dispose  of  any  of  them.  That  is  done  at  department  headquarters,  by  the 
general  commanding  the  department.  There  is  one  company  at  Spartanburgh,  South 
Carolina ;  there  are  two  companies  at  Atlanta,  under  the  major,  and  there  are  two 
companies  in  Florida.  Within  the  last  week,  I  may  say,  upon  the  requisition  of  the 
governor  of  Alabama,  a  company  has  been  sent  from  Atlanta,  by  the  orders  of  the 
general  commanding  the  department,  to  Marengo  County,  on  account  of  some  dis- 
turbances there,  and  they  are  now  stationed  at  a  place  called  McKinley. 

Question.  Do  you  speak  of  Marengo  County,  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Marengo  County,  Alabama. 

BJ^  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  That  is  this  county  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  tlie  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  long  have  you  been  in  command  in  Alabama,  and  where  are  your 
headquarters  ? 

Anstuer.  I  came  into  Alabama,  Y/ith  my  regiment,  in  April,  1869.    I  was  placed,  by 
the  order  of  General  Terry,  in  command  of  North  Alabama,  and  have  exercised  that 
command  continually  ever  since,  except  at  the  period  of  the  last  election,  when  I  was 
placed  in  command  of  all  'the  troops  in  the  State. 
Question.  Your  headquarters  are  at  Huntsville  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  headquarters  are  at  Huntsville. 

Question.  What  opportunities  or  means  have  you  had  of  informing  yourself  of  the 
condition  of  the  different  parts  of  Alabama  as  to  peace  and  order  and  the  enforcement 
of  the  laws  ? 

Answer.  The  nature  of  my  duties  has  called  me  to  different  sections  of  the  State  re- 
peatedly, and  the  instructions  that  I  have  received  from  my  military  superior  directed 
that  whenever  it  became  necessary,  I  was  to  confer  directly  with  the  governor  of  the  State 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  interference  of  the  military  with  the  civil  authorities. 
This  has  carried  me  to  Montgomery,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  governor,  a  great  many 
times,  and  I  have  been  in  different  portions  of  the  State  frequently,  and  have  had  free 
conferences  with  its  people  of  all  conditions,  with  the  exception  of  the  extreme  south- 
ern part  of  the  State.  The  southern  section  of  the  State  I  have  been  but  very  little 
in,  except  in  Mobile.     I  have  been  there  once  or  twice,  but  not  on  military  duty. 

Question.  If  there  have  been  disturbances  of  the  peace,  occasioned  by  men  banded 
together,  which  have  been  reported  to  you,  or  have  otherwise  come  to  your  knowl- 
edge, you  may  furnish  the  committee  with  a  statement  of  the  cases,  and  the  par- 
ticulars, so  far  as  you  are  able  to  do  so. 

Answer.  When  I  came  first  to  Alabama,  and  for  some  months  after  the  establishment 
of  my  headquarters  at  Huntsville,  reports  of  disturbances  in  different  portions  of  the 
State  were  made  to  me  under  the  impression  that  the  military  had  authority  to  act 
directly.  Those  documents  I  have  preserved ;  I  have  been  the  custodian  of  them. 
Some  are  originals,  but  generally  the  originals  have  been  transmitted  at  once  to  my 
superiors  for  their  action ;  these  extend  over  a  period  from  the  spring  of  1869  until 
the  end  of  1870.  Gradually  they  diminished  in  number,  both  in  consequence  of  the 
instructions  I  received,  and  from  the  gradual  knowledge  of  the  fact  by  the  people  of 
the  State,  that  the  military  had  not  authority  to  act  directly,  and  in  fact  that  never 
was  done.  These  applications  gradually  ceased  to  come  to  me,  until  now  I  receive 
searcely  any.  During  my  stay  at  Huntsville,  and  particularly  in  the  early  part  of  it, 
I  was  constantly  sought  by  persons  who  complained  that  outrages  had  been  committed 
upon  them,  principally  negroes,  some  white  men,  and  who  were  anxious  to  make  state- 
ments. I  required,  in  all  cases,  that  they  should  riiake  these  statements  under  oath. 
These  affidavits  constitute  a  part  of  my  papers  ;  several  of  them,  indeed  most  of  those 
affidavits,  I  have  here.  Some  I  have  sent  on,  but  I  have  retained  copies  of  all  I  received. 
It  was  my  object  to  do  so.  Some  of  these  disturbances  and  outrages  upon  people  I 
was  directed  to  examine.  Wherever  they  occurred  in  North  Alabama,  I  did  not  require 
that  authority,  but  examined  them  myself,  not  personally,  because  I  could  not  do  that, 
but  I  sent  officers  to  examine  them,  and  I -have  their  reports  among  these  papers. 
At  once  after  my  arrival  I  asked  General  Terry,  who  was  then  placed  in  command 
of  the  department,  for  written  instructions  for  my  guidance,  and  I  received  from 
him  a  letter  which  I  submit  to  the  committee.  [The  witness  here  submits  to  the 
committee  a  document  which  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  his  testimony,  en- 
titled, "  Instructions  by  General  Terry  to  General  Crawford."]  These  instructions 
were  transmitted  with  copies  of  some  printed  instructions  sent  to  some  officer  acting 
in  Georgia.  They  simply  required  the  constitutional  use  of  the  military,  and  that  we 
were  to  initiate  nothing  ourselves,  but  to  await  the  call  of  the  proper  civil  officers. 
Upon  this  letter  and  upon  these  instructions  my  action  in  the  whole  of  my  command  has 
been  based.  I  have  never  received  anything  which  has  tended  directly  or  indirectly 
to  set  them  aside.  I  therefore  told  the  most  of  these  people,  when  they  came  present- 
ing these  complaints  to  me,  that  they  must  first  apply  to  their  own  courts^  to  the  civil 
authorities ;  that  I  could  not  assist  them  directly  by  military  aid.  In  almost  every 
instance  thej^  preferred,  and  the  negroes  especially  sought,  the  strong  arm  where  they 
could.  The  negro  did  not  seem  to  have  much  confidence  in  the  civil  authorities,  and 
did  not  know  what  to  do  ;  they  were  ignorant  of  the  processes  of  the  courts  and  of  the 
laws.  Therefore  when  they  came  in,  my  habit'has  been  to  send  them  to  the  probate  judge 
of  Madison  County  or  the  clerk  of  the  court,  who,  without  charging  them,  would 
take  these  affidavits,  and  they  have  then  been  returned  to  me.  Subsequently  I 
pursued  this  plan,  as  I  was  required  to  do  by  the  general  commanding  the  depart- 
ment; I  would  send  these  papers  to  him  with  any  notes  in  the  case  that  I  thought 
prober  to  make,  and  frequently  I  would  send  copies  of  them  to  the  governor  of  the 
State,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  I  called  his  attention  directly  to  certain  things 
that  had  been  done.  This  was  the  case  in  1869  especially.  A  very  aggravated  case 
occurred  in  Morgan  County.    A  man  from  there  came  directly  to  me,  I  believe,  be- 
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fore  he  had  been  anywhere  else.  His  name,  I  think,  was  Dean  Reynolds.  He  had 
been  attacked  by  disguised  men  in  a  place  called  Somerville,  in  Morgan  County, 
where  he  lived ;  and  according  to  his  own  sworn  statement,  which  I  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  test,  and  he  had  never  been  cross-questioned,  he  had  been  much  maltreated 
by  disguised  men,  and  had  got  into  a  furious  fight  with  them,  in  which  he  had  torn 
the  disguise  from  their  faces  in  defending  himself  and  his  wife.  He  did  not  hesitate 
to  go  and  make  complaint  before  the  proper  authorities.  Warrants  were  issued  ;  I 
V,  as  called  upon,  and  sent  some  troops  there  under  an  officer  whose  report  was  made 
of  the  occurrence.  The  facts  appear  in  the  report  of  the  officer  to  me.  I  know  noth- 
ing of  the  matter  personally.  This  man,  (Reynolds,)  after  making  the  statement 
against  these  parties  on  which  warrants  were  issued  and  put  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff 
for  their  arrest,  was  sent  down  by  me,  and  the  officer  was  directed  to  protect  him  while 
he  gave  his  evidence.  Judge  Ford,  the  probate  judge  of  the  county,  told  this  man  on 
his  appearance  in  court  that  the  arrests  had  not  yet  been  made.  In  the  afternoon  the 
sheriff  came  in  with  these  men.  The  judge  had  told  Reynolds  he  had  better  go  home 
to  Madison  County,  and  he  would  apprise  him  when  the  arrests  were  made.  When  in 
the  afternoon  the  sheriff  came  in  with  these  men  against  whom  the  warran  Is  had  been 
Issued,  the  judge  dismissed  the  case,  saying  that  there  was  no  public  prosecutor.  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  governor  to  this  case,  and  told  him  I  thought  it  ought  to  be 
investigated ;  but,  as  far  as  I  know,  that  was  the  last  of  it.  I  have  the  governor's  let- 
ter, and  the  report  of  the  officer  in  the  case,  if  the  committee  desire  them.  That  was 
in  the  earlier  part  of  my  service  here. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  you  the  report  here  which  that  officer  made  ? 

Answer.  I  have.  Afterward,  as  I  stated  before,  it  was  impossible  for  the  military, 
under  their  instructions — for  me,  under  my  instructions — to  initiate  any  movement  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  I  simply  filed  all  these  papers  without  examination.  A  great 
many  of  them  are  of  importance  undoubtedly  ;  others  I  do  not  think  are  of  great  im- 
portance. The  object  of  the  general  commanding  the  department  was  as  indicated  by 
his  instructions  to  me,  and  my  object  was,  as  far  as  possible,  to  commit  all  these  things 
to  the  operation  of  the  civil  law  and  of  the  courts.  It  was  when  that  could  not  be 
obtained,  and  it  was  so  declared,  that  troops  were  used  in  support  of  the  civil  officers, 
and  in  that  way  alone. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Are  you  able  to  furnish  the  committee  with  a  statement  of  the  cases  that 
were  reported  to  you  ? 

Answer.  I  can,  sir ;  I  have  them  all  with  me. 

Question.  I  would  be  glad  if  you  would  take  them  up  case  by  case. 

Answer.  They  are  all  in  sequence  since  the  time  I  took  command.  There  is  a  large 
quantity  of  them,  and  about  many  of  the  cases  I  know  nothing  whatever  personally. 
Those  documents  have  been  divided  into  two  classes.  The  first  class  consists  of  those 
documents  and  papers  that  have  been  furnished  by  officers,  but  all  bear  upon  the  Q\^i\ 
relations  of  the  State. 

Question.  Your  subordinate  officers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Will  you  please  give  the  committee  the  substance  of  those  reports  ? 

Answer.  The  first  class  consists  of  reports  of  investigations,  &c.,  by  officers,  with 
appended  documents,  for  the  year  1869.  The  second  class  for  that  year  consists  of  the 
applications  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  &c.,  from  civilians.  [The  docu- 
ments-mentioned by  the  witness  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  his  testimony,  classified 
and  numbered.] 

The  first  of  these  papers  is  dated  August  11,  1869,  and  was  written  by  myself  to 
ColonelJoseph  H.  Taylor,  assistant  adjutant  general.  Department  of  the  South,  for- 
warding documents  in  the  case  of  Dean  Reynolds,  whom  I  spoke  of,  and  appended  to 
my  letter  are  the  official  report  of  First  Lieutenant  Keller,  who  was  in  charge  of  the 
detachment  at  Somerville ;  the  affidavit  of  Dean  Reynolds ;  my  appeal  to  the  governor 
of  thd  State,  and  the  reply  of  his  excellency. 

The  second  paper  is  dated  August  23,  1869 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Before  leaving  that  case  I  would  like  to  ask  if  Dean  Reynolds  and  the 
other  party  in  that  case  are  within  the  reach  of  the  committee  ? 

Answer.  Dean  Reynolds  is  at  Huntsville,  I  think.  He  left  that  part  of  the  country 
where  he  was  living,  Morgan  County,  and  came  away.  He  staid  about  Huntsville  un- 
til long  afterward,  coming  to  me  to  get  something  done  about  his  case,  but  I  felt  that 
I  had  no  authority  whatever  to  interfere  with  it.  I  had  left  it  with  the  governor. 
This  case  of  Judge  Ford,  or  Dean  Reynolds,  was  laid  before  the  foreman  of  the  grand 
jury,  Judge  Charlton,  who  was  afterward  killed.    He  came  to  my  headquarters  at  the 


^OO 


gk 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  1159 

session  of  the  spring  of  1870, 1  think,  and  asked  me  all  about  this  case.  Judge  Bus- 
teed  recalled  his  grand  jury,  which  was  unusual,  and  charged  them  on  the  civil-rights 
bill,  and  held  that  this  case  or  this  'action  of  Judge  Ford  came  directly  under  t hat- 
Judge  Charlton  came  and  asked  me  for  the  circumstances,  and  they  had  my  papers  be- 
fore the  grand  jury.  What  was  done  I  do  not  know,  except  that  I  heard  that  the  grand 
jury  found  several  bills  in  regard  to  Judge  Ford  and  others,  but  that  no  capias  was  ever 
issued  by  the  court.  I  asked  the  marshal  subsequently  what  was  done,  and  he  said 
he  did  not  know  that  anything  was  done ;  that  he  had  never  received  any  process.  I 
lost  sight  of  it  then. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  No  persons  were  ever  arrested  to  your  knowledge  ? 
A7isw€r.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blaijr  : 

Question.  The  question  I  wanted  to  ask  was  whether  these  parties  are  not  all  within 
the  reach  of  this  committee  now,  so  that  they  could  take  that  testimony  direct  ? 

Ansiver.  As  far  as  Dean  Reynolds  is  concerned,  I  do  not  know  ;  but  all  the  others  are. 

Mr.  Blaik.  Then  I  wish  to  make  the  point  that,  if  these  parties  are  within  the  reach 
of  the  committee,  we  should  have  them  here,  and  not  take  these  ex  parte  statements. 

The  Chaikman.  We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  secondary  evidence  from  the 
beginniug,  and  I  think  this  is  inaugurating  no  new  rule.  I  propose  to  examine  Gen- 
eral Crawford  upon  such  cases  as  have  been  reported  to  him,  supported  by  the  affida- 
vits of  the  parties  injured,  and  that  this  testimony  go  into  our  record  for  what  it  is 
worth.  Of  course,  where  it  is  practicable  to  reach  the  parties  themselves,  it  is  desira- 
ble that  we  should  do  so,  and,  so  far  as  the  majority  of  the  committee  is  concerned, 
there  will  be  no  obstacle  interposed  to  having  them  brought  before  the  committee  ; 
but  I  think  that  we  would  not  be  doing  the  duty  which  Congress  sent  us  here  to  per- 
form if  we  did  not  avail  ourselves  of  such  testimony  as  was  reported  to  General  Craw- 
ford, and  of  which  he  made  memoranda  at  the  time  and  has  kept  a  record. 

Mr.  BlaiPv.  I  have  no  objection,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  this  testimony,  if  I  am  at 
liberty  to  call  parties  for  ex]Dlanation  of  what  has  occurred  in  these  cases. 

The  Chairman.  No  obstacle  will  be  interposed,  if  it  is  desired  to  have  the  parties 
before  us  wherever  it  is  practicable.  You  are  aw^are,  of  course,  that  our  time  is  limited, 
and  we  have  to  visit  other  States,  so  that  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  committee 
could  reach  one-half  of  the  parties  who  have  complained  to  General  Crawford. 

Mr.  Blaik.  Then  I  submit  that  we  should  not  attain  what  Congress  has  desired  of 
us.  We  should  only  get  partial  statements  in  this  manner,  when  it  is  in  our  power  to 
make  a  thorough  investigation.  I  think  that  it  is  not  what  Congress  and  the  country 
desire  in  this  investigation. 

The  Chairman.  It  is  evidence  of  a  respectable  character,  since,  as  I  understand,  affi- 
davits of  these  facts  were  made  to  the  commanding  officer  ;  and  it  seems  to  me. that, 
under  the  circumstances,  this  is  the  best  attainable  evidence,  since  it  is  quite  imprac- 
ticable to  get  all  these  parties,  now  scattered  through  different  portions  of  this  State 
and  other  States,  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  Blair.  These  papers  do  not  profess  to  give  anything  more  than  one  side  of  the 
cases.  They  are  the  complaints,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  action  of  the  officers,  but 
do  not  i)rofess  to  sift  the  matters,  or  to  give  any  real  result.  They  are  not  judicial 
investigations,  and  mislead  for  that  reason. 

The  Chairman.  I  cannot  think  that  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  Congress  that  the 
committee  should  visit  the  locality  of  every  particular  outrage,  or  limit  itself  to 
simply  examining  the  party  outraged,  or  the  witnesses  who  actually  saw  the  violence. 
In  the  majority  of  cases  it  would  be  impossible  to  produce  the  witnesses,  inasmuch  as 
they  consist  frequently  of  the  very  persons  who  have  committed  the  outrages,  and  wh® 
were  in  disguise. 

Mr.  Blaiii  :  I  supposed  that  we  were  sent  here  for  the  purpose  of  going  upon  the  ground 
to  verify  the  statements  and  obtain  the  actual  facts  in  the  case,  and  not  to  cram  our 
record  wdth  ex  parte  statements  of  persons  who  professed  to  have  been  outraged,  with- 
out examining  into  the  case,  to  see  whether  their  statements  were  true  or  false. 

The  Chairman  :  Wherever  it  has  been  i)racticable  to  do  so,  the  committee  have  pre- 
ferred to  have  the  parties  outraged  or  those  who  we  re  witness  of  the  outrages  before  them ; 
but,  as  you  are  aware,  it  is  quite  impracticable  to  do  that  in  the  great  majority  of 
cases,  and  we  must  content  ourselves  with  secondary  evidence,  the  very  best  attainable, 
unless  we  choose  to  go  into  every  negihborliood  where  the  law  has  been  violated. 
However,  your  objection  will  be  placed  on  the  record,  if  you  desire  a  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Blair  :  I  desire  my  objection  to  be  placed  on  the  record.  I  do  so  in  this  case  on 
the  ground  that  we  have  left  the  neighborhood  where  these  transactions  took  place,  and 
there  is  no  possibility  of  my  getting  witnesses  in  regard  to  these  transactions  to  show 
their  real  nature,  and  whether  the  complaints  were  well  or  ill  founded. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Proceed  i¥)w  with  the  statement  of ^  the  cases. 

Answer,  After  this  complaint  was  made  in  August 

Question.  Is  that  the  Dean  Eeynohls  case  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  already  submitted  his  affidavit.  After  that  was  made,  I  sent 
an  officer  there  to  make  an  examination  of  the  case,  and  on  August  7,  Lieutenant 
Keller  returned  the  report  which  I  submit  to  you. 

Question.  What  judge  does  Lieutenant  Keller  refer  to  in  his  report  ? 

Ansioer.  Judge  Ford,  the  probate  judge,  who  had  made  the  examination  in  this  case. 
My  letter  to  Governor  Smith,  asking  him  to  interfere  and  have  these  men  arrested,  fol- 
lows, together  with  his  reply  that  he  would  call  upon  the  civil  authorities  to  do  their 
duty.  That  was  all.  No  further  statement  was  brought  to  me  ;  of  course,  it  would 
not  have  been  brought  to  me,  and  these  reports  were  all  sent  to  the  headquarters  of 
the  d  epartment.    I  never  heard  what  the  other  side  had  to  say  at  all. 

Question.  What  were  the  politics  of  Judge  Ford  ? 

Answe7\  I  cannot  be  certain.  I  think  he  was  rated  as  a  republican  for  a  long  time, 
but  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  he  the  judge  who  was  appointed  after  Judge  Charlton  was  killed  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir;  he  was  elected  judge  before  Judge  Chailton  was  killed. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  He  was  elected,  I  presume,  at  the  election  when  the  constitution  was 
placed  before  the  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  was. 

Question.  And  when  the  democrats  had  no  candidates  for  any  of  the  offices  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  that,  and  that  the  democrats  declined  to  make  any 
nomination. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  not  Judge  Charlton  the  judge  elected  and  afterward  killed? 
Answer.  Judge  Charlton  was  not  a  judge  at  the  time  he  was  killed.    He  had  been 
judge  of  probate  of  Morgan  County,  but  his  term  had  expired. 
Mr.  Pratt  :  This  man  Ford  signs  himself  probate  judge. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  believe  you  have  stated  everything  you  know  in  reference  to  this  case  ? 

Ansu^er.  Everything.  I  was  merely  the  medium  of  communication.  I  ordered  the 
investigation  in  accordance  with  orders  in  this  case,  and  sent  the  papers  up  to  head- 
quarters, and  I  asked  the  governor  to  interfere. 

Question.  Governor  Smith? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  that  time  governor  of  the  State.    He  replied  very  promptly. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  case  was  really  investigated  before  the  court 
subsequently,  or  not  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not.  I  have  never  heard  of  it  since.  I  would  like  to  say  to 
the  committee  that  this  result  is  characteristic  of  a  large  proportion  of  these  papers ; 
that  is,  that  cases  more  or  less  similar  to  this  were  filed  with  me,  and,  unless  ordered 
to  investigate  them,  I  heard  no  more  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  If  General  Blair  has  no  further  questions  concerning  that  case,  you  may 
proceed  to  the  next  case  on  your  list. 

Ansiver.  The  next  case  Avas  August  23, 1869.  Lieutenant  William  M.  Wallace,  United 
States  Army,  reports  regarding  an  outrage  upon  George  Moore  and  Robert  Roundtree, 
colored  citizens  of  Cherokee  County.  Appended  are  the  affidavits  of  Cynthia  Bryant 
and  Rienua  Barry,  colored,  and  the  statement  of  George  Moore,  colored,  with  the  affida- 
vit of  Joshua  L.  Belote,  white,  and  the  statement  of  Joshua  Hamilton,  white.  I  know 
nothing  about  that  case  myself.  I  do  not  think  it  was  ever  examined  at  all.  Here  is 
the  report  that  the  officer.  Lieutenant  Wallace,  made  to  me.     [See  Appendix.] 

Question.  Have  you  the  statement  of  the  girl  that  was  ravished  ? 

A7i8iver.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  was  the  statement  of  Cynthia  Bryant ;  she  does  not  confirm 
their  statements  ;  she  says  nothing  about  it.  That  occurred  near  Alpine  church,  Chero- 
kee County,  Alabama  ;  there  were  troops  sent  there  and  detained  there  for  some  time. 
I  believe  Alpine  is  right  across  the  State  line ;  Summerville  is  in  Georgia,  and  Alpine 
quite  close  to  it,  in  Alabama ;  that  report  I  transmitted,  and  I  know  nothing  further 
about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  any  regular  proceedings  were  ever  taken  in  that 
case? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question,  You  may  proceed  with  the  next  case  on  your  list. 
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Answer.  The  third  case  is  dated  August  24,  1869.  Captain  George  H.  McLoughlin, 
Second  Infantry,  reports  the  arrival  of  John  Henry  Evans  at  his  camp,  at  McClung 
Springs,  v^hich  is  in  Madison  County,  and  his  statement  of  a  skirmish  between  the 
colored  men  and  the  Ku-Klux.     [See  Appendix.] 

Question.  Is  that  report  accompanied  by  any  affidavits  ? 

Ajiswer.  No,  sir;  it  is  just  a  statement  of  the  officer.  He  sent  the  man  back  with 
instructions,  that  if  the  disturbances  were  not  quelled,  let  him  know  by  courier ;  but 
they  were  quelled,  and  I  heard  nothing  more  of  them. 

Question.  You  may  proceed  with  the  next  case. 

Aiiswer.  The  next,  or  fourth  case,  is  a  report  by  Captain  McLoughlin,  of  a  disturb- 
ance at  Vienna^  in  the  northern  part  of  Alabama.  [See  Appendix.]  At  that  time  the 
northern  part  of  the  county  was  very  much  disturbed.  These  Evanses  gave  a  great 
deal  of  trouble,  but  it  was  all  changed  afterward,  and  there  is  no  trouble  there  now, 
and  has  not  been  for  a  long  while. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  it  reported  that  these  Evanses  were  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organi- 
zation ? 

Answer.  No ;  not  by  any  evidence  that  I  regarded  as  reliable  at  all.  Indeed,  I  do  not 
know  that  it  w^as  reported  at  all ;  they  were  just  bad  men  in  that  section  of  the  country, 
lawless  men,  who  were  constantly  in  trouble.  In  some  of  these  documents,  subsequently, 
you  will  find  where  the  best  citizens— indeed,  every  one  of  them  democrats — call  upon 
me  for  assistance,  and  I  sent  troops  there,  and  things  were  quieted. 

By  the  CHAmMAN: 

Question.  Will  you  proceed  with  the  next  case  ? 

Ansiver.  The  next  case,  No.  .5,  of  class  first,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  report  by  Lieuten- 
ant M.  Frank  Gallagher,  Second  Infantry — he  was  regimental  quartermaster  at  the 
time — dated  August  27, 1869,  regarding  the  state  of  affairs  in  Greene  County,  Alabama. 
I  sent  him  down  there  for  that  puri)ose;  I  am  not  certain  whether  I  received  an  order 
to  send  him  or  not.    There  was  complaint  from  there,  of  a  serious  character. 

Question.  Was  this  subsequent  to  the  killing  of  Boyd  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  it  was  before  the  killing  of  Boyd ;  that  was  done  in  1870.  I  sent 
Lieutenant  Harkins  to  examine  into  that  murder,  and  his  report  is  here.  I  received 
constant  application  from  the  civil  officers  there,  desiring  to  have  an  examination,  and 
I  sent  one  of  my  officers  there  to  examine  and  report.  This  officer,  Captain  Gallagher, 
in  this  report,  is  giving  his  own  opinion,  as  you  see.  He  was  a  young  officer ;  he  was 
with  General  Sibley,  in  Georgia,  and  was  in  charge  of  civil  matters  from  the  very  end 
of  the  war.  I  do  not  think  the  troops  were  at  that  time  sent  to  Greene  County.  I 
think  the  reason  was,  we  didn't  have  them  to  send,  but  persons  were  constantly  ap- 
plying for  troops  to  be  sent  there,  and  to  be  stationed  in  that  section  of  the  State. 
The  Hon.  Chailes  Hays  applied  at  Washington  and  applied  to  me.  I  have  his  letter 
somewhere. 

Question.  Will  you  proceed  with  the  next  case  ? 

Answer.  The  sixth  case  is  dated  October  1,  1869,  and  is  a  report  of  First  Lieutenant 
James  Miller,  Second  Infantry,  regarding  the  intimidation  of  voters ;  appended  to  it 
is  a  list  of  registered  colored  voters,  together  with  the- affidavits  of  John  Stewart  and 
Isadas  H.  Davis.  [See  Appendix.]  It  is  a  case  in  He  Kalb  County,  Alabama.  These 
were  political  matters,  election  matters  ;  though  they  came  to  me  in  my  papers,  I  took  no 
action  in  regard  to  them,  as  being  not  within  the  scope  of  my  duty.  That  officer,  Lieu- 
tenant Miller,  was  down  there  during  the  election,  and  took  these  notes  and  sent  thein 
up  for  my  general  information. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Dox  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  very  well  indeed. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  be  ever  used  any  such  language  as  is  stated  in  these  papers  ? 

Answei\  I  think  it  is  very  "doubtful,  indeed.  I  have  spoken  to  him  on  that  subject;  I 
told  him  1  had  such  a  paper.  He  came  to  me  once  about  it,  and  said  it  was  utterly 
untrue ',  that  he  had  never  made  any  such  statement. 

Question.  From  what  you  know  of  Mr.  Dox,  and  his  conduct,  living  right  in  Hunts- 
ville,  or  near  there,  his  conduct  as  a  matter  of  course  has  been  under  your  observa- 
tion  

Ansiver.  It  has  been. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  one  w^ord  of  this  statement  from  what  you  know  of  him  ? 

Ansiver.  1  must  say  there  is  nothing  that  I  have  ever  known  of  Judge  Dox  w^hich 
wofild  make  me  believe  that  it  was  true.  I  had  a  long  talk  with  him  about  it ;  we 
discussed  it  very  thoroughly,  and  I  told  him  I  was  Teiy  much  surprised  to  hear  it. 
But  one  thing  I  would  like  to  say  about  the  judge — when  he  gets  on  the  stump  he  says 
some  very  reckless  things  sometimes,  and  what,  in  the  heat  of  the  campaign,  &c.,  he 
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might  say,  I  cannot  tell.  This  I  never  investigated,  because  I  have  tried,  as  far  as  I 
had  any  administration  in  Alabama,  to  avoid  any  political  matters  at  all.  It  was  th^it 
own  affair,  and  except  where  I  was  called  npon  in  my  office  as  a  soldier  to  interfere,  I 
have  kept  out  of  it.  I  do  not  believe  that  Judge  Dox  ever  diade  the  statement  attribu* 
ted  to  him. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question,  Was  Judge  Dox  a  candidate  for  Congress  at  the  time  of  this  alleged 
statement  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  making  the  canvass.  I  asked  Lieutenant  Miller  if  he  had 
talked  to  these  men  that  made  the  affidavit  about  him ;  he  said  he  had,  and  the  men 
adhered  to  it. 

Question,  Was  the  officer  of  opinion  that  the  witnesses  were  to  be  believed  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  asked  that  question. 

Question.  He  saw  them  and  conversed  with  them  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  they  confirmed  the  statements  made  in  the  affidavits? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  questioned  them  on  that,  but  he  said  he  believed 
them. 

Question.  Well,  proceed  to  the  next  case. 

Answer.  The  next  case.  No.  7,  class  first,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  dated  October  2, 
1869,  and  is  a  report  made  by  Lieutenant  Cbarles  Keller,  Second  Infantry,  transmitting 
certificate  of  Judge  Huunicutt,  which  is  appended  to  it,  certifying  that  no  election  was 
held  in  precinct  No.  1,  Cleburne  County,  fifth  congressional  district  of  Alabama,  and 
giving  the  reason  rendered  by  the  inspector  therefor.  That  is  another  political  paper 
I  do  not  know  anything  about,  except  what  may  appear  on  its  face ;  indeed,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  ever  read  it  before. 

Question.  Proceed  to  the  next  case. 

Answer.  Case  No.  8,  class  first,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Keller, 
dated  October  26,  1869,  of  the  murder  of  a  negro  in  Calhoun  County,  and  the  measures 
taken  to  arrest  the  murderers. 

The  next,  or  No.  9,  of  class  first,  is  also  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Keller,  dated  Novem- 
ber 14,  1869,  Cross  Plains,  Calhoun  County,  Alabama,  of  outrages  i>erpetrated  by  dis- 
guised men.  These  are  all  the  papers  of  the  first  class,  as  I  filed  them,  belonging  to  the 
same  class  of  things  and  covering  the  time  to  the  end  of  1869. 

The  second  class  are  applications  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  &c.,  from 
civilians,  and  covering  the  same  period  of  time. 

The  first  of  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  of  date  Jane  15,  1869,  and  is  the 
affidavit  of  Diana  Williams,  concerning  a  Ku-Klux  outrage,  in  which  she  was  whipped, 
three  miles  from  Rodgerville,  Lauderdale  County,  Alabama,  on  the  r2th  of  June. 

The  next  case,  No.  2,  of  class  second,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  affidavit  of  G.  Cornelius, 
in  regard  to  the  Kvi-Klux  taking  arms  from  the  i)lantation  on  which  he  was  working, 
and  also  from  adjoining  plantations;  also  searching  all  houses  for  money  and  arms, 
June  5,  1869. 

No.  3,  of  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  letter  dated  Huntsville,  July  7, 1869, 
from  L,  M.  Douglass,  probate  judge,  stating  that  the  civil  authorities  of  Madison 
County  are  insufficient  to  check  outrages,  and  requesting  that  troops  be  sent  to  locali- 
ties where  depredations  are  most  frequently  committed.  I  would  like  to  say  to  the 
committee  that  this  letter  came  to  me  in  consequence  of  a  refusal  on  my  part  to  act 
with  the  military,  as  I  regarded  my  duty  under  my  instructions,  unless  the  civil  officers 
would  call  upon  me  for  aid,  either  the  governor  of  the  State,  or  the  probate  judge,  or 
the  sheriff,  or  a  justice  of  the  jjeace,  or  some  one  authorized  to  call  a  posse. 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  action  in  consequence  of  that  letter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  sent  troops  to  the  point  where  they  were  required.  I  do  not 
remember  what  particular  point  it  was,  but  I  sent  them.  There  is  still  another  letter, 
which  Judge  Douglas  transmitted  to  me. 

No.  4,  of  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  an  affidavit  of  Daniel  Vix,  dated  July 
12, 1869,  concerning  an  attack  upon  his  house  by  disguised  men,  on  the  10th  of  July, 
1869.  It  was  to  such  papers  that  I  referred  Avhen  I  said  that  some  of  them  had  no 
weight  whatever.  I  recollect  this  man  indistinctly,  but  I  know  he  was  very  much 
frightened,  and  that  he  knew  scarcely  anything  of  his  ow  n  knowledge,  but  his  affidavit 
was  made,  and  I  filed  it. 

The  next  case  is  No.  5,  of  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  and  is  dated  July  22, 
1869,  and  is  the  statement  of  the  deputy  sheriff,  Joseph  Lee,  concerning  outrages  in 
Lawrence  County.  I  endeavored  always  to  obtain  a  positive  statement  and  affidavits 
from  the  civil  officers  of  the  counties,  and  in  nearly  every  instance  I  got  th^m. 

No.  6,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  an  affidavit  of  James  Sanford,  July  24, 
1869,  concerning  the  murder  of  Lewis  Campbell  by  disguised  men.  The  statement  of 
Mary  Campbell,  the  widow  of  Lewis  Campbell,  is  No.  9,  which  we  will  come  to  in  a 
moment.    She  went  to  court  and  made  that  statement.    Sanford  had  made  his  state- 
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ment,  and  was  told  by  the  probate  judge  that  the  wife  must  come  in  and  give  her  tes- 
timony, and  her  affidavit  is  document  No.  9. 

The  next  case,  No.  1,  of  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  letter  of  Joseph  P. 
Doyle,  sheriff  of  Madison  County,  asking  for  military  aid  to  arrest  certain  murderers. 
Upon  the  receipt  of  a  letter  like  that,  I  considered  that  the  entke  conditions  were 
complied  with  under  the  law  and  my  instructions,  and  upon  such  a  demand  it  was  my 
duty  to  furnish  all  the  troops  I  could.  The  sheriff  of  Madison  County  did  this,  because 
I  lived  there  and  I  knew  the  people.  To  all  outward  appearances  everything  to  me 
seemed  quiet,  but  in  that  early  period  there  were  serious  disturbances,  which  have 
since  quieted  down  remarkably. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  did  you  do  when  you  received  that  letter  ? 

Answer.  I  sent  for  the  sheriff,  and  asked  him,  "  Where  are  these  murderers,  and  where 
do  you  want  troops  %  ^'  He  said  he  wanted  to  make  some  arrests,  and  wanted  some 
men.  I  gave  him  some  men.  He  wanted  some  troops  stationed  in  Vienna,  I  think,  or 
at  Madison  Station.  I  sent  them  down  at  once,  as  soon  as  I  found  that  he  was  going 
to  control  them  himself. 

Question.  Did  you  find  such  a  condition  of  affairs  as  is  described  in  that  letter  ? 

Answe7\  I  did  not ;  I  scarcely  ever  investigated.  If  the  civil  officers  wanted  the 
troops,  that  ended  my  investigation. 

Question.  You  knew  the  result  of  the  operation  of  your  own  troops  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  for  I  considered  them,  then,  a  posse  in  the  hands  of  the  civil  officer. 

Question.  They  never  reported  to  you,  then  ? 

Ansiver.  The  civil  officers  scarcely  ever  reported  to  me. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  outside  of  any  report  of  that  civil  officer  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  there  had  been  such  a  state  of  affairs  in  the  county  as  reported  there, 
would  it  not  have  been  the  duty  of  that  officer  to  report  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  while  the  civil  officers  never  made  me  any  report,  my  officers  always 
reported. 

Question.  Did  your  officers  report  any  such  condition  of  affairs  as  was  reported  by  the 
sheriff? 

Ansiver.  General  lawlessness  that  was  exhibited  or  tangible  ?  No.  But  particular 
instances  there  were,  and  some  very  bad  cases,  which  undoubtedly  required  the  assist- 
ance of  troops.  That  opens  a  question  that  I  would  be  glad  to  speak  of  to  the  com- 
mission ;  and  that  is,  the  general  character  of  the  civil  officers  throughout  the  State 
where  I  came  in  contact  with  them.  This  man  Doyle  was  very  generally  looked  upon 
by  the  people  as  wanting  in  stability  and  character.  He  had  neither  influence  nor  au- 
thority. He  was  a  man  who  was  intoxicated  nearly  all  his  time,  and  I  sometimes  hesitated 
very  much  in  regard  to  letting  him  have  the  use  of  the  military,  simply  on  account  of 
his  personal  character.  I  would  let  the  probate  judge,  Douglass,  have  them  when  he 
would  say  it  was  necessary  in  order  to  "preserve  the  peace."  At  that  time,  in  the 
beginning  of  1870,  and  in  1869,  it  was  necessary. 

Question.  In  reference  to  this  loose  application  of  Doyle,  in  which  case  you  furnished 
him  troops  upon  his  requisition,  do  you  recollect  anything  at  that  time  that  justified 
the  declarations  that  he  made  in  his  application,  of  general  lawlessness  and  the  neces- 
sity for  troops  ? 

Answer.  As  to  general  lawlessness  over  that  entire  county,  no ;  but  at  particular 
points  there  was  lawlessness,  and.  to  those  particular  points  he  addressed  himself  with 
these  troops. 

Question.  What  report  was  made  to  you  in  reference  to  this  particular  application  by 
the  officer  whom  you  employed  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  quite  certain  now  whether  that  was  a  general  requisition  upon  me,- 
that  at  any  time  when  he  wanted  them  he  could  get  them,  or  whether  it  was  for  par- 
ticular instances  specified.  I  know  he  began  to  send  here  and  there  and  everywhere. 
In  Meridian,  eight  miles  from  my  headquarters,  disguised  men  made  their  appearance,  and 
the  civil  officers  wanted  troops.  I  said,  "  Very  well,  if  the  civil  officers  cannot  execute 
the  law,  let  the  sheriff  apply,  and  state  that  fact,  and  he  shall  have  every  man  I  have;" 
and  finally  they  got  Doyle  to  do  this.  I  was  alive  to  the  fact  that  the  use  of  the  mili- 
tary, especially  under  my  instructions,  required  the  civil  officer  to  satisfy  me  that  a 
condition  of  things  existed  in  which  he  was  powerless ;  and  I  think  they  virtually  made 
that  statement  to  me,  and  such  I  found  to  be  the  fact. 

Question.  Did  you  not  ascertain  whether  the  statement  was  justified  either  at  the 
time  or  subsequently  ? 

Answei\  No,  sir  ;  not  in  all  instances.  I  had  no  legal  right  to  do  that.  I  did  that 
foi^my  own  information  and  guidance  ;  but  it  did  not  influence  me  in  sending  troops, 
because  I  was  acting  as  a  ministerial  officer  for  the  execution  of  the  laws. 

Question.  As  to  your  private  information,  was  this  application  justified ;  did  you  dis* 
cover  afterward  that  it  was  ? 

Ansiver.  In  every  case,  no,  sir.  ><-^  t 
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By  the  Chairman  : 
Questmi.  I  understand  you  to  say,  however,  that  there  were  repeated  instances  of 
lawlessness  in  Madison  County  by  bands  of  men  disguised,  during  1869  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Madison  County  is  a  large  county,  is  it  not  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Some  portions  of  it  are  mountainous  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  not  the  necessity  for  employing  troops  result,  in  your  opinion,  from  the 
worthless  character  of  those  officers  as  much  as  from  anything  else  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  decidedly. 

Question.  If  he  had  been  a  faithful  and  efficient  officer,  would  troops  have  been  neces- 
sary ? 

Answer.  If  he  had  been  such  an  officer,  and  had  possessed  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
I  think  he  could  have  executed  the  laws  in  the  majority  of  instances,  but  not  in  all. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  he  sheriff  very  long  of  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  he  is  sheriff  still.  I  went  down  to  Montgomery,  and  there 
tried  to  get  some  sort  of  an  act  passed  by  which  they  could  relieve  these  worthless 
sheriffs,  because  I  found  that  this  was  the  great  stumbling-block  in  the  State — the  in- 
efficiency of  these  civil  officers.  They  would  get  into  difficulty,  and  could  not  execute 
the  law,  and  the  only  course  was  to  call  a  posse  to  enforce  it.  The  first  desire  was  to 
call  for  soldiers,  and  as  soon  as  they  got  them  they  would  get  behind  them,  expecting 
the  soldiers  to  do  everything. 

Question.  Did  not  Mr.  Doyle  resign  some  time  ago  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  he  did.  It  will  be  seen,  when  we  come  to  investigate  some  mat- 
ters in  Morgan  County,  that  a  state  of  lawlessness  existed  there — not  political  at  all, 
but  there  was  great  difficulty,  and  you  will  see  the  action  of  that  sheriff  there,  and 
wlnsit  he  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  sheriff  could  have  commanded  the  services  of  an 
efficient  civil  posse  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  arrests  of  these  lawless  men  ? 

Answer.  I  think  a  sheriff  who  had  the  confidence  of  the  people  there  could  have  done 
so  ;  in  other  words,  I  think  if  the  sheriff  had  been  a  democrat,  he  could  have  done  it, 
against  persons  distasteful  to  the  community. 

Question.  I  was  about  asking  whether  this  want  of  confidence  in  the  sheriff  arose,  in 
B>  measure,  from  his  political  sentiments  ? 

Answer.  That  that  had  something  to  do  with  it,  I  believe.  I  certainly  think  so ;  but 
it  had  not  all  to  do  with  it.  There  was  also  the  worthless  character  of  the  man — the 
utter  want  of  confidence  by  the  people  in  him. 

Question.  Proceed  with  the  next  case. 

Ansuwr.  The  next  case,  No.  8,  of  class  second,  [see  Appendix,]  is  that  of  E.  M.  Mulli- 
gan, a  school-teacher,  who  makes  an  affdavit,  July  30,  1869,  in  regard  to  a  Ku-Klux 
outrage  near  New  Market,  in  Madison  County,  July  26. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  examination  of  that  case  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  man ;  he  came  to  see  me,  and  reiterated  the  statement  contained 
in  this  affidavit. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  further  examination  than  that  ? 

Ansiver.  moj  six ;  I  do  not  know  what  was  the  reason.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  in  that  case  or  a  similar  one,  just  about  that  time  that  I  called  the  attention  of  the 
civil  officers  to  it.  I  sent  for  Doyle,  and  told  him  of  this  thing,  and  I  think  the  civil 
officers  did  make  an  examination.  I  would  not  have,  under  the  circumstances,  any  in- 
foxmatioiQ.  I  did  not  feel  that  it  was  right  in  me  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  un- 
less I  was  called  upon  by  the  civil  officers.  I  sent  this  paper  to  department  head- 
qu-arters.  This  man  left  that  part  of  the  country  at  once  and  came  down  to  Huntsville. 
1  saw  him  two  or  three  times  about  this  thing. 

The  document  No.  9,  of  class  second,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  affidavit  of  Mary  Camp- 
bell, in  regard  to  the  murder  of  her  husband,  Wm.  Campbell,  by  the  Ku-Klux,  of  which 
X  spoke  before  in  connection  with  No.  6. 

No.  10,  class  second,  1870,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  letter  from  Captain  G.  H.  McLaughlin, 
August  4,  1869,  inclosing  a  statement  of  Isham  Henry,  in  regard  to  an  outrage  upon 
his  person  by  the  Ku-Klux,  in  March,  and  a  second  visit  in  August,  1869. 

No.  11,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  an  affidavit  of  Samuel  Mastin,  August 
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7,  1869,  in  regard  to  liis  being  robbed  by  the  Kn-Klux  of  Ms  guD,  watch,  and  other 
property. 

No.  12,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  an  affidavit  of  Moses  B.  Sullivan,  a 
minister,  concerning  warnings  and  ill-treatment  received  by  him  from  the  Ku-Klux 
on  the  11th  of  May,  1869,  in  Marshall  County,  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Buckley.  I  think  that  affidavit  has  already  been  filed,  and  is  attached  to  the 
testimony  of  Mr.  Lakin,  which  was  taken  at  Washington. 

The  Chauiman.  Then  it  may  be  omitted  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Did  you  have  anything  done  in  reference  to  that  affidavit  of  Sullivan! 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  no  examination  made  into  the  facts  stated  by  him  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Proceed  with  your  statement  of  cases. 

Answer.  The  next  case,  No.  13,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  affidavit  of 
Henry  Rivers,  August  25, 1869,  in  regard  to  his  being  shot  by  Benjamin  Evans,  on  the 
23d  of  August,  1869. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  cause  that  case  to  be  investigated  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  directed  it  to  be  investigated,  but  there  was  some  difficulty  about 
it ;  the  man  ran  away.  It  was  in  a  part  of  the  country  which  is  very  sparsely  settled,  up 
in  Marshall  County.  That  place  got  so  bad  that  I  subsequently  stationed  troops  up 
there,  and  everything  has  since  become  quiet. 

The  next  case,  No.  14,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  affidavit  of  W.  C. 
Stephens,  August  26,  1869,  in  regard  to  an  attempt  to  arrest  W.  M.  Evans,  John  Evans, 
Robert  Ice,  Burgers  Finell,  and  Green  Horton,  on  the  21st  of  August,  1869,  for  disguis- 
ing themselves  and  going  to  a  house  and  forcibly  taking  a  shot-gun. 

The  next  case,  No.  15,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  affidavit  of  Nathan 
Meeks,  September  1,  1869,  in  regard  to  disguised  men  or  Ku-Klux  entering  a  house 
forcibly,  on  the  night  of  August  31,  1869.  I  immediately  sent  this  to  the  civil  officers, 
and  informed  them  about  it,  and  turned  the  case  over  to  them  for  examination  ;  it  was 
in  the  town  of  Huntsville.  I  inquired  of  other  citizens  if  they  knew  anything* 
about  these  men,  but  I  could  learn  nothing. 

Question.  Was  any  action  ever  taken  in  the  case  by  the  civil  authorities  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr,  Blair  : 

Question.  There  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in  that  last  case  in  Huntsville,  in 
arresting  the  parties  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  a  bit. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  were  or  were  not  arrested  ? 
Answer.  They  were  not. 

Question.  Was  no  action  taken  by  the  judicial  authorities  at  all  ? 
Ansivor.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Had  you  any  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  Nathan  Meeks's  statement  ? 
Ansiver.  No,  feir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  the  authorities  at  Huntsville  all  republicans  ?  Is  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate? 

Ansiver.  The  judge  of  x)robate  is  a  republican. 

Question.  The  sheriff? 

A7istver.  He  is  not  now  ;  he  was  at  that  time. 

Question.  At  that  time  they  were  all  republicans.  Could  there  have  been  the  slightest 
difficulty  in  arresting  these  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  ready  to  give  them  any  force  necessary  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  made  no  api)lication  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  may  say  that  on  occasions  of  that  sort,  a  great  many  people  are 
apt  to  look  upon  it  as  of  not  much  importance  ;  I  asked  in  regard  to  those  disguised 
men,  if  it  was  possible  that  men  would  put  on  disguises  there,  right  in  town.  A  great 
many  men  rejected  the  idea  at  once,  and  gave  some  explanation  of  it,  I  do  not  know 
what ;  and  they  told  me  young  Scruggs  was  a  wild  young  fellow,  and  so  on  ;  and  that 
probably,  if  it  was  done,  it  was  merely  to  frighten  some  man,  and  not  with  the  inten- 
tion of  doing  anything  wrong.    I  may  say  this,  that  generally  throughout  that  whole 
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district,  I  do  not  mean  the  congressional  district,  but  that  district  of  country  they 
were  taking  arms  from  the  negroes.  That  was  the  general  information  that  I  got  at 
that  time. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  there  was  a  systematic  effort  to  disarm  the  negroes 
previous  to  the  election  ? 

Answer.  I  could  scarcely  say  it  was  systematic,  but  it  was  done ;  I  heard  of  it  at  so 
many  different  points.  They  were  going  to  negroes'  houses,  and,  without  injuring  them, 
would  take  away  their  guns. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  That  grew  out  of  an  apprehension  of  trouble  from  that  source  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  they  would  make  a  misuse  of  them — a  wrong  nse  of  these 
arms. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  by  wrongful  use,  defending  themselves  in  their  cabins? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  defending  themselves  in  their  cabins,  but  if  they  got 
together  they  would  be  formidable  with  arms,  they  not  being  able  to  use  the  arms 
with  judgment  as  an  armed  body.    This  was  the  alleged  reason. 

Question.  Was  there,  in  j^our  opinion,  any  well-founded  ground  of  apprehension  that 
the  negroes  would  use  their  arms  except  in  self-defense  ? . 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  they  not  use  them  on  a  very  noted  occasion  in  1868,  in  the  city  of 
Huntsville,  during  the  riot  there  ? 

Answer.  That  was  before  I  came,  sir,  and  I  know  nothing  about  it.  You  mean  when 
the  Ku-Klux  came  in  there  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir ;  when  they  rode  around  the  square. 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  of  it  except  as  I  have  heard ;  I  was  not  there. 

Question.  I  understand  that  you  know  nothing  of  any  of  these  matters  to  which  you 
•are  testifying,  except  from  information  ? 

Answer.  From  information. 

Question.  You  must  have  had  information  in  regard  to  that  ? 

Ansiver.  But  my  information  has  been  more  carefully  acquired  since  I  have  been.in 
the  State  and  had  responsibility.  I  have  heard  them  say  that  these  negroes  were  armed, 
and  at  this  riot  were  shooting. 

Question.  And  that  they  commenced  firing  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  So  I  have  heard  it  stated. 

Question.  Hence  there  was  an  apprehension  that  they  would  use  these  arms  wrong- 
fully, growing  out  of  that  instance  of  recent  origin  in  that  part  of  the  State  and  oth- 
ers.   It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  took  these  arms  merely  for  the  value  of  them? 

Answer.  No  ;  I  think  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  these  arms  were  taken  from  the  negroes  in  view  oi 
the  election  that  was  to  come  off  in  the  fall  of  1869 ;  that  is,  that  the  disarming  of  the 
negroes  had  any  reference  whatever  to  that  election  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  had. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  How  were  these  guns  obtained  by  the  negroes  generally ;  were  they  arms 
they  had  brought  from  the  war  with  them  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  were. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Others  they  procured  to  shoot  game — birds,  squirrels,  and  the  like  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  had  bought  a  great  many. 

Question.  The  white  people  of  Madison  County  generally  have  arms  in  their  houses, 
have  they  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  they  generally  carry  arms  upon  their  persons  so  far  as  your  knowledge 
extends  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  certain  class  of  them  do  ;  I  think  the  young  men  do. 

Question.  Do  they  generally  go  armed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  generally  go  armed. 

Question.  You  may  proceed  with  the  next  case. 

Answer'*  No.  16,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  case  of  Jack  White,  who 
makes  affidavit  September  20,  1869,  in  regard  to  disguised  men  entering  his  house 
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forcibly  on  the  night  of  August  31,  1869,  taking  his  pistol,  maltreating  Tom  Hawkins, 
&c. 

Question,  In  this  connection,!  would  like  to  inquire  of  you,  general,  whether,  so  far 
as  your  information  extends,  these  negroes  who  were  thus  deprived  of  their  arms  ever 
obtained  any  legal  redress  in  the  courts,  or  recovered  their  arms  or  compensation  for 
their  value  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  an  instance  in  which  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  As  these  parties  were  identified  by  the  negroes  in  some  of  the  instances  in 
the  affidavits  which  you  have  submitted,  was  there  any  cause  why  they  did  not  obtain 
a  remuneration  for  them  except  the  inefficiency  of  the  officers? 

Ansiver.  That  I  do  not  know.  I  simply  turned  over  these  statements  when  they  were 
made  to  me  to  the  sheriff,  and  directed  the  people  when  they  applied  to  me  to  go  to 
the  State  officers,  saying  that  the  State  officers  were  the  proper  ones  from  whom  to 
seek  redress.  I  did  that  in  every  instance.  Frequently  I  saw  the  sheriffs  and  other 
officers,  and  asked  them  if  they  would  look  into  these  things. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Does  your  information  enable  you  to  state  to  the  committee  what  was  done 
by  these  bands  of  disguised  men  with  these  arms ;  whether  they  appropriated  them 
to  their  personal  use  or  destroyed  them,  or  stored  them  away  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  I  do  not  know.  Eeliable  information  of  that  chaTacter  is  very  dif- 
ficult to  obtain. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Is  it  your  information  that  in  most  instances  these  arms  were  taken  by  dis- 
guised men  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  the  pretext  generally  assigned  for  taking  them  from  the  ne- 
groes ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  any  reasons  given.    They  just  possessed 
themselves  of  them.    They  did  not  want  the  negroes  to  have  them. 
Question.  Pro^ceed  with  your  statement  of  cases. 

Ansiver.  The  next  case  is  No.  17,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  and  is  an  appli- 
cation for  troops  from  thirty-three  citizens  of  Vienna,  who  desire  military  protection  for 
themselves  and  their  property.  Nearly  all  of  them  are  members  of  the  democratic 
party. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  subscribers  to  that  paper  were  white 
men  and  democrats  ? 

Anstve}\  Yes,  sir;  a  great  majority  of  them  were  democrats;  that  I  took  occasion  to 
find  out;  indeed,  they  informed  me  so. 

Question.  What  action  was  taken  by  you  on  that  application  ? 

Ansiver.  I  sent  troops  to  them,  and  they  remained  there  and  produced  a  good  effect 
in  that  county.    We  have  had  no  trouble  there  since. 
Question.  Does  Marshall  County  adjoin  Madison  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Answer.  The  next  case.  No.  18,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  an  application, 
September  20,  1869,  from  several  gentlemen  at  Terrapin  Creek,  Cleburne  County,  in- 
cluding W.  R.  Hunnicutt,  judge  of  probate,  asking  a  change  of  troops,  and  that  they 
be  brought  from  Edwardsville  to  Cross  Plains,  in  Calhoun  County,  in  that  neighbor- 
hood. Cross  Plains  is  only  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Patoua.  The  troops  were  with- 
drawn and  sent  to  that  place. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  character  of  the  signers  of  that  aiDplication  ? 
Answei\  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  indorsed  by  Judge  Hannicutt? 

Answer.  It  was  indorsed  by  the  civil  officers,  and  that  induced  me  to  act. 
The  next  case.  No.  19,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  letter  of  Robert  Fearn, 
a  gentleman  well  known  in  Huntsville,  he  is  a  planter,  requesting  military  protection 
for  the  Vienna  district.  This  refers  to  the  former  application.  That  was  followed  by 
a  person  who  came  in  and  confirmed  the  whole  thing ;  though  Mr.  Fearu's  statement 
would  have  been  sufficient  for  me.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  high  social  prominence  -and 
an  old  resident  of  Madison  County.  He  has  a  large  place  which  he  plants,  nearly  op- 
posite to  Guntersville,  on  the  Tennessee  River. 
Question.  What  was  his  political  status  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  democrat,  and  always  has  been.  I  sent  the  troops,  and  went  up 
there  to  look  into  the  condition  of  things.    It  was  very  bad,  indeed.    There  had  been 


Hosted  by 


Google 


1168      CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE    SOUTHERN   STATES. 

a  round-robin  signed  by  a  great  many  white  men  in  tbe  county,  and  among  them  some 
prominent  ones,  directing  every  negro  to  leave  that  section.  The  crops  were  in  such 
condition  that  if  protection  had  not  been  given  they  would  not  have  gathered  a  parti- 
cle. I  sent  the  troops  up,  and  located  them  on  Mr.  Fearn's  plantation.  It  has  been 
entirely  peaceable  from  that  day  to  this. 

Question.  Was  that  in  Madison  County  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  Marshall.  Mr.  Fearn  adds  (as  he  says)  his  own  request  to  that 
of  the  gentlemen  from  Vienna. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  who  were  the  signers  of  this  round-robin  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  men  were  well  known.  Some  were  prominent  men  in  their 
locality.    They  had  just  got  tired  of  the  negroes,  and  wanted  them  all  to  leave. 

Question.  Was  it  a  strong  organization  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  so.  They  had  a  very  erroneous  idea  and  view  of  the 
military  power,  perhaps,  and  that,  of  course,  produced  a  great  effect.  They  did  not 
know  how  far  the  military  could  go.  An  officer  could  have  done  almost  anytJEiing,  and 
a  great  majority  of  them  there  would  have  thought  he  was  doing  nothing  but  what  he 
had  a  right  to  do ;  but  the  mere  presence  of  the  troops  and  the  knowledge  of  what 
they  might  accomplish  was  the  cause  of  inestimable  good.  It  was  cheerfully  testified 
to  by  everybody  up  there.  ' 

The  next  case,  No.  20,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  that  of  John  Leslie,  who 
makes  affidavit  September  23,  1869,  in  regard  to  preaching  being  broken  up  by  dis- 
guised men  on  the  4th  of  September,  and  his  being  shot  at  on  the  13th,  his  house  being 
forcibly  entered,  his  wife  struck,  his  son  whipped,  &c. 

The  next  case.  No.  21,  class  second,  1869,  [see  Appendix,]  is  the  affidavit  of  William 
Blair  in  regard  to  violence,  whipping,  cutting,  &c.,  committed  upon  him  by  disguised 
men  in  Limestone  County,  Alabama,  in  December,  1868. 

Mr.  Buckley.  There  is,  attached  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Lakin,  the  affidavit  of 
Eliza  Jane  Blair,  a  sister  of  William  Blair,  and  this  sub-committee  have  taken  the 
testimony  of  Augusta  Blair,  his  father,  at  Huntsville. 

Answer.  That  case.  No.  21,  includes  all  that  came  to  my  knowledge  in  1869,  and  I 
know  nothing  of  what  became  of  the  majority  of  them.  I  turned  them  over  to  the 
civil  authorities. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  may  now  take  up  your  list  for  1870. 

Answ€/)\  The  cases  for  1870,  like  those  for  1869,  comprise  two  classes,  the  first  of  which 
includes  reports  by  officers  under  my  command,  with  various  documents  appended ;  and 
the  second  class  is  composed  of  applications  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  &c., 
from  civilians. 

No.  1,  of  class  first,  1870,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  letter  from  myself  to  the  assistant  ad- 
jutant general  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  January  12,  1870,  forwarding  docu- 
ments A,  B,  C,  and  D,  regarding  disturbances  in  Blount  County,  consisting  of  letters  to 
me  from  Rev.  A.  S.  Lakin,  and  letters  to  Mr.  Lakin  by  Rev.  A.  B.  Watson  and  Rev.  T. 
W.  White ;  also,  a  letter  to  me  from  William  Shapard,  of  Blount  County.  This  gentle- 
man, Lakin,  wrote  also  to  General  Sherman  at  the  same  time.  I  sent  these  papers  on 
to  General  Terry.  There  were  no  troops  sent  there.  I  examined  into  the  matter  as 
far  as  I  could.  I  got  some  testimony  in  regard  to  Mr.  Shapard,  and  I  found  that  his 
statements  were  questionable ;  but  I  thought,  on  the  whole,  as  it  came  from'  feo  many 
sources,  the  troops  had  better  go  over  there,  but  General  Terry  did  not  decide  to  send 
them. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  do  you  know  about  Lakin  ? 

Answer.  Very  little.  I  have  seen  him  several  times.  At  first  he  came  to  see  me,  and 
I  listened  to  his  statement,  as  he  was  a  clergyman.  I  began  to  inquire,  and  found  the 
very  moment  I  commenced  to  inquire  that  certain  persons  were  violently  opposed  to 
him,  and  would  listen  to  no  good  about  him.  People  of  his  denomination  spoke  well 
of  him,  and  I  believe  he  maintained  a  fair  standing,  but  I  think  there  are  people  in 
Huntsville  who  detest  him,  and  would  not  listen  to  anything  good  about  him.  I  would 
credit  his  statements.  I  think  he  has  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  I  think,  to  come 
down  to  the  absolute  facts,  that  he  has  had  a  very  hard,  rough  time  of  it.  He  has 
been  out  preaching  ;  what  he  preaches  or  says  I  do  not  know,  but  he  has  many  and 
violent  enemies.  I  have  heard  nothing  against  his  standing  as  a  minister,  though  I 
ixieA  to  find  out  whether  he  was  a  reliable  and  truthful  man.  Though  his  statement 
aiay  be  decidedly  colored,  yet  I  believe  him.  I  have  not  seen  anything  of  him  for  a 
long  while.  He  came  last  to  tell  me  the  story  of  the  Ku-Klux  baby  j  he  was  just  going 
on  to  appear  before  your  committee  in  Washington  at  that  time. 
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By  tlie  Chairman  : 
Question.  As  to  his  enemies  in  Huntsville,  are  tliey  not  political  enemies  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are.    Whether  they  would  be  enemies  to  him  alone  on  that  ac- 
count T  do  not  know,  hut  they  are  on  the  other  side  m  politics. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  conflict  between  the  North  and  South  churches  ? 

Aiisiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  unquestionably,  the  church  ditlerence  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with 
it ;  and  I  think  much  of  the  trouble  in  the  country  is  owing  to  the  division  of  the 
churches.  I  think  these  church  people  have  a  more  intense  hatred  to  each  other  than 
any  other  classes. 

Question.  I  see  an  allusion  in  there  to  the  Church  South  by  one  of  the  parties  who 
writes,  and  he  attributes  to  the  Church  South  a  desire  to  take  possession  of  their 
church  ? 

Ansivm\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  do  not  see  any  allusion  to  politics  in  the  letter ;  state  whether  all  this 
business  is  not  more  a  quarrel  between  the  North  and  South  Church  than  anything 
else  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  never  came  to  me  in  that  shape  ;  but  my  convictions  are  that  that 
has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  But  I  never  had  any  occasion  to  call  in  question  any 
statement  Mr.  Lakin  made.  At  first,  I  was  disposed  to  listen  to  him,  because  the  man 
had  had,  or  professed  to  have  had,  so  much  actual  experience,  in  consequence  of  his 
ofiice ;  he  knows  so  much  from  what  he  has  seen  himself.  He  states  that  he  has  been 
driven  away,  his  churches  burned,  and  his  school-houses  burned,  and  he  has  been  up 
among  the  people  all  the  time ;  but  he  is  so  distasteful  to  the  people  at  Huntsville,  that 
I  would  hesitate  long  before  I  would  believe  everything  that  is  said  against  him,  be- 
cause I  know  that  they  are  violently  prejudiced  against  him,  and  it  has  been  all  stirred 
up  lately.  They  saw  in  the- papers  a  statement  of  his  testimony  given  at  Washington, 
and  it  set  everybody  alive  against  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Questio7i.  Has  not  this  prejudice  principally  arisen  since  he  gave  his  testimony  at 
Washington  ? 

Answer.  Lately  ?  Yes,  sir ;  it  has  all  revived.  It  did  exist,  but  it  had  got  quiet.  It 
was  known  that  he  was  going  to  leave  and  go  North. 

Question.  Was  it  known  that  he  was  a  very  earnest  republican  ? 

A7iswer.  Decidedly  so  ;  everybody  knows  it ;  he  has  no  hesitancy  about  it.  .  He  is  said 
to  be  an  effective  man  before  a  negro  audience. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  his  testimony  he  declared  under  oath  that  he  took  no  part  in  politics 
whatever. 
Ansiver.  What  did  he  consider  taking  part  ? 
Mr.  Blair.  That  is  more  than  I  can  say. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  do  not  know  of  his  making  political  speeches  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  but  he  is  recognized  by  everybody  as  a  very  earnest  republican.  As 
these  letters  show,  he  was  riding  all  through  that  country.  I  took  care  to  inform  my- 
self about  that.  I  ask6d  unprejudiced  men  if  what  he  said  w^as  not  correct ;  if  he  was 
not  to  be  relied  upon. 

The  next  case,  No.  2,  of  class  first,  1870,  [see  Appendix,]  is  a  letter  from  myself  to  the 
assistant  adjutant  general.  Department  of  the  South,  January  20,  1870,  inclosing  a 
letter  from  Circuit  Judge  Haralson,  in  which  the  judge  requests  the  assistance  of 
IJnited  States  troops  for  the  civil  officers  in  Blount  County,  Alabama,  and  states  va- 
rious facts  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  affairs  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Huntsville  is  in  his  circuit,  I  believe  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  Huntsville  is  in  Judge  Haralson's  judicial  circuit. 

The  next  case,  No.  3,  class  first,  1870,  is  a  report,  March  3,  1870,  from  Lieutenant  P: 
3.  Flood,  in  reference  to  disturbances  in  the  neighborhood  of  Stevenson,  Alabama^, 
(hat  upon  investigation  he  finds  the  chief  cause  to  be  a  negro  living  with  a  white 
voman,  but  thinks  it  only  a  pretext  for  the  disturbance.  He  gives  a  full  report  in 
leference  to  it. 

The  next,  No.  4,  class  first,  1870,  is  a  report,  March  5, 1870,  from  Lieutenant  Charles 
larkms,  Second  Infantry,  on  the  state  of  affairs  at  Somerville,  Morgan  County,  Ala- 
lama. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  further  efforts  to  ascertain  the  true  state  of  affairs  in 
that  county  ? 

An8wei\  I  did.  I  informed  Governor  Smith,  who  seemed  to  be  ignorant  of  what  was 
going  on,  that  law  Avas  set  at  defiance.  People  came  in  with  most  exaggerated  reports 
to  Huntsville.  There  was  nothing  authorizing  these  people  to  call  directly  on  the  mili- 
i  ary.  I  sought  the  sheriff.  The  sheriff  came  up  to  me  secretly  and  at  night,  and  made 
the  most  extraordinary  statement  to  me ;  he  said  he  was  going  to  suspend  the  func- 
tions of  his  office. 

Question.  Had  you  reason  to  believe,  from  your  subsequent  investigation,  that  the 
cause  of  the  disorders  in  that  county  arose  from  personal  and  family  feuds  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  came  to  that  conclusion,  and  that  politics  had  little  to  do  with  it, 
though,  strangely  enough,  certain  people  on  one  side  were  of  one  political  complexion, 
and  certain  others  on  the  other,  but  it  was  so  mixed  up  that  it  was  hard  to  tell.  I 
thought  no  political  cause  appeared  in  it,  but  it  was  all  personal ;  it  had  been  going 
on  for  years.  One  man  had  been  shot  a  long,  long  time  ago  by  one  side,  and  these  par- 
ties were  w^atching  each  other  all  the  time. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  not  Judge  Charlton  a  very  active  republican  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  he  not  been  foreman  of  a  Federal  grand  jury  and  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  bringing  these  lawless  men  to  justice? 

An^icer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had. 

Question.  Had  he  not  also  been  very  earnest  in  putting  down  these  disguised  bands 
known  as  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  he  not  even  assisted  in  forming  an  anti-Ku-Klux  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  was  called  the  anti-Ku-Klux  party. 

Question.  Plad  not  these  things  made  him  very  obnoxious  to  the  democrats  or  con- 
servatives up  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  had ;  but  he  was  generally  regarded  as  a  good  man  by  every- 
body. 

Question.  He  had  been  probate  judge  ? 

Answer.  He  had  been  a  probate  judge.  He  came  to  see  me  himself  while  he  was  fore- 
man of  the  grand  jury,  and  asked  for  my  papers  in  connection  with  the  Ford  case  and 
Dean  Reynolds  case. 

Question.  Was  it  not  supposed,  at  the  time  of  his  assassination,  that  that  was  due,  in 
a  great  measure,  to  his  active  efforts  as  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  to  bring  the  mem- 
bers of  these  disguised  bands  to  justice? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that  stated  several  times. 

Question.  If  none  of  the  committee  have  further  questions  to  ask  in  relation  to  that 
report  you  may  proceed  to  the  next  case. 

Answer.  The  next.  No.  5,  cl^ss  first,  1870,1s  my  own  report,  March  30,  1870,  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  department,  in  regard  to  affairs  at  Jacksonville,  Alabama. 

No.  6,  class  first,  1870,  is  a  report,  April  13,  1870,  of  First  Lieutenant  Charles  Har- 
kins,  Second  Infantry,  in  regard  to  the  murder  of  Mr.  Samuel  Boyd,  solicitor  of  Greene 
County,  Alabama,  to  w^hich  are  appended  statements  of  the  sheriff,  tax  assessor,  and 
others. 

No.  7,  class  first,  1870,  is  a  report,  April  21, 1870,  of  Mr.  Harkins,  on  the  causes  of  the 
disturbances  at  Eutaw  and  the  vicinity. 

Question.  Does  that  relate  to  the  riot  of  1870  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  that  was  at  Eutaw,  in  Greene  County;  it  was  after  that. 

Question.  Does  it  relate  to  Boyd's  murder? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  about  some  rumor  that  they  were  going  to  have  the  town 
burned,  and  various  other  matters. 

The  next.  No.  8,  class  first,  1870,  is  a  report,  Jane  29,  1870,  of  Captain  George  H.  Mc- 
Loughlin,  Second  Infantry,  in  regard  to  disturbances  at  Stevenson,  &c.,  stating  that 
he  had  notified  the  sheriff  of  the  county  and  the  mayor  of  his  arrival  and  his  readiness 
to  proceed  to  Bridgeport.  Stevenson  was,  for  a  long  time,  a  troublesome  and  disorderly 
place,  but  it  has  been  quiet  now  for  a  good  while. 

The  next,  No.  9,  class  first,  1870,  is  a  report  from  Lieutenant  M.  Frank  Gallagher, 
July  12,  1870,  concerning  disturbances  at  Ashville,  Saint  Clair  County,  Alabama,  and 
to  it  is  attached  an  affidavit  of  Charles  A.  Ritchey.  This  is  an  oificial  report,  and  a 
matter  that  caused  a  great  deal  of  trouble  one  way  and  another.  I  found  that  there 
were  parties  there  armed  against  each  other.  The  people  there  had  attacked  a  man 
named  Springfield,  wh(5,  with  his  friends,  were  in  a  house,  and  there  was  a  regulai 
siege.  The  report  explains  it  very  fully.  I  sent  troops  down  there.  But  it  is  propei 
to  state,  in  this  connection,  that  an  examination  was  made  by  the  civil  authorities 
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there ;  and  a  very  different  statement  of  affairs  was  made  and  published  in  the  paper 
by  some  man — I  forget  his  name — that  gave  the  other  side  of  this  story. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  Mr.  Springfield  was  afterwards  wounded  in  the  arm  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did. 

Question.  And  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  county  ? 

Answer.  I  did.    I  saw  him. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  he  was  shot  in  a  buggy,  his  wife  by  his  side  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  was  the  deputy  marsjial  taking  the  census  of 
Saint  Clair  County  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  says,  "  The  United  States  assistant  marshal  told  me  it  was  unsafe 
for  me  to  take  the  census." 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  Mr.  Springfield  was  the  man  appointed  United  States 
marshal  for  the  northern  district  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  that  fact. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  Mr.  Springfield  a  native  of  the  South  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  He  had  been  a  republican  member  of  the  Alabama.legislature,  had  he  not  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  And  had  been  in  the  Union  Army  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  statement  that  you  refer  to,  giving  the  other  view  of  the  case, 
published  in  a  democratic  paper  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  published  in  all  the  papers.  It  was  certainly  published  in 
the  democratic  papers  everywhere  through  the  State  ,*  and  I  think  it  was  published  in 
the  Advocate,  of  Huntsville,  though  I  am  not  certain. 

Question.  Have  you  any  other  information  in  regard  to  the  facts  reported  by  Lieu- 
tenant Gallagher  tending  to  show  whether  his  conclusions  were  correct? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  the  report  of  the  officer  whom  I  sent  there  in  charge  of  the 
troops,  Lieutenant  McLoughlin,  which  I  will  submit  to  you  presently,  on  the  state  of 
affairs  in  Saint  Clair  County ;  it  is  No.  12 ;  he  made  several  reports. 

The  next  case,  No.  10,  July  20,  1870,  is  a  report  of  Captain  McLoughlin  in  regard  to 
affairs  in  Stevenson.  It  ought  to  be  considered  with  the  others  from  Stevenson.  In 
it  he  states  concerning  outrages  on  John  McManman.  I  turned  that  over  to  the  civil 
authorities  there;  I  do  not  know  what  was  done  with  it. 

No.  11  is  also  a  report  from  Captain  McLoughlin,  July  31,  1870,  in  which  he  states 
that  his  camp  at  Ashville  was  fired  on,  and  an  attempt  made  to  capture  his  guard  j 
that  there  is  only  mob  law  in  the  county,  and  he  appends  the  affidavit  of  a  Union 
soldier,  Colomay  Smith,  who  has  taken  refuge  in  his  camp  for  protection,  having  been 
hunted  out  because  he  was  a  Union  soldier. 

No.  12  is  another  report  from  Captain  McLoughlin,  of  which  I  spoke  a  few  moments 
since,  regarding  the  state  of  affairs  at  Ashville,  Alabama.  To  it  are  appended  a  letter 
from  Judge  De  Berry,  requesting  that  the  town  of  Ashville  be  placed  under  martial 
law,  and  an  affidavit  of  Wm.  Starkey,  detailing  a  Ku-Klux  outrage  upon  himself. 
There  is  an  instance  of  a  civil  officer  making  such  an  application  as  I  have  mentioned. 
He  was  a  judge  of  the  probate  court.  I  wrote  to  Captain  McLoughlin  immediately, 
forbidding  him  to  take  action  on  the  communication,  and  informed  him  that  he  had 
no  right  to  consider  such  a  request.  I  was  at  Patona  at  that  time  in  compliance  with 
the  request  of  the  governor,  while  the  investigation  of  the  murder  there  was  going  on. 
I  replied  to  Captain  McLoughlin  when  he  forwarded  to  me  this  request  of  Judge  De 
Berry,  as  stated.  I  directed  this  officer  to  confine  himself  to  the  orders  he  well  under- 
stood, and  if  he  found  that  the  civil  officer  could  not  keep  order,  to  assist  him  as  a 
posse  in  making  arrests,  but  no  more.    Quiet  was  restored. 

No.  13  is  Captain  McLoughlin's  report  relative  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  Saint  Clair 
pounty,  Alabama. 

No.  14  is  his  report  of  August  15,  1870,  from  Ashville,  Saint  Clair  County,  that  Cap- 
t;ain  Springfield  was  wounded  whils  coming  to  town,  by  a  party  in  ambush;  requesting 
H  doctor  to  be  sent  to  him  immediately,  in  case  of  accident,  as  his  men  were  scouring 
fhe  woods.    I  believe  these  papers  are  all  I  have  in  regard  to  that  affair. 

Th^  next.  No.  15,  class  first,  1870,  is  rather  a  lengthy  report,  August  20,  1870,  of  an- 
other officer,  Lieutenant  John  C.  Bateman,  who  was  sent  to  Courtland,  where  there 
v^ere  disturbances. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.,  Courtland,  in  Lawrence  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  in  Lawrence  County.  He  gives  an  account  of  a  fight  between 
negroes  and  disguised  men  at  Courtland,  and  appends  a  statement  of  W.  W.  Baker, 
notary  public  and  justice  of  the  peace,  and  a  statement  of  C.  H.  Foster,  of  J.  C.  Baker, 
of  John  Phelan,  and  of  C.  J.  Simmons,  with  a  diagram  of  the  scene  of  action.  That 
really  was  one  of  the  most  complete  instances  where  the  people  took  up  the  case  and 
assisted  the  officers  of  the  law.  It  was  not  necessary  for  me  to  send  soldiers.  The 
fact  that  these  ncj^^roes  succeeded  in  killing  one  of  the  disguised  men  elated  them,  and 
they  have  had  no  trouble  since,  I  think. 

No.  16  is  a  report  of  Captain  McLoughlin,  August  28,  1870,  in  regard  to  the  murder 
of  Mr.  Frank  Harrison,  a  citizen  of  Ferry ville,  Saint  Clair  County,  and  the  supposed 
reason  for  his  assassination.  I  was  at  Patona  at  the  time,  and  sent  word  to  headquar- 
ters that  additional  troops  Avere  needed  there,  and  asked  that  a  company  be  sen#.  This 
was  done  at  once. 

No.  17  is  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Bateman,  at  Fayettevillc,  October  24,  1870,  in 
regard  to  Ku-Klux  depredations  in  Fayette  County,  and  the  organization  of  a  counter 
party  styling  themselves  ^'  Mossbacks,"  and  their  encounters. 

I  have  one  i^aper  here.  No.  18,  which  is  another  report  from  Lieutenant  Bateman, 
dated  October  30, 1870,  of  his  operations  in  capturing  Ku-Klux,  while  aiding  the  sheriff. 
An  affidavit  by  the  sheriff  is  attached.  He  details  the  arrest  and  confessions  of  six  of 
the  Ku-Klux  Klan  and  their  captain,  and  sends  two  of  the  uniforms,  and  states  that 
process  could  not  be  issued  there. 

No.  19  is  another  report  from  Captain  McLoughlin,  Ashville,  Saint  Clair  County, 
November  20, 1870,  in  which  he  states  that  Jesse  Ingram  was  driven  from  his  house  on 
the  14th,  went  to  Springville,  and  swore  warrants  out  against  some  of  the  parties ; 
some  lived  in  Springville.  Upon  seeing  Ingram,  fired  at  him,  shooting  him  pretty 
efiectually.  They  were  turned  loose,  as  there  were  no  witnesses  against  them.  That 
concludes  the  first  series  of  the  documents  of  1870,  consisting  of  reports  by  officers  in 
the  military  service,  with  documents  appended  to  those  reports. 

[The  committee  having  taken  a  recess  of  one  hour  for  dinner,  the  examination  of 
General  Crawford  was  resumed.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  may  proceed,  general,  with  the  statement  of  cases  upon  which  you 
were  engaged  before  the  recess. 

Answer.  I  now  come  to  class  second,  of  1870,  of  documents  which  consist  of  applica- 
tions from  civilians  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  &c. 

No.  1  is  a  letter  from  Judge  Haralson,  January  8,  1870,  applying  for  troops  to  be  sent 
to  De  Kalb  County  to  report  to  the  sheriff,  and  assist  him  in  enforcing  the  laws.  I 
sent  them,  but  I  do  not  know  what  they  did.  I  have  previously  submitted,  in  connec- 
tion with  document  No.  2,  of  class  first,  1870,  a  communication  from  Judge  Haralson 
in  regard  to  affairs  in  Blount  County,  in  which  he  requests  troops. 

.  No.  2,  class  second,  1870,  is  an  anonymous  letter,  referred  to  me  by  Governor  Smith, 
and  to  which  I  did  not  pay  any  attention.  It  is  signed  "Many  Citizens,"  and  though 
it  has  some  strange  statements,  and  contained  many  curious  things,  using  the  names 
of  a  great  many  ]3eoj)le,  there  was  no  respectable  name  attached  to  it,  and  I  never  took 
any  notice  of  it. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  think  that  ought  to  be  received  as  evidence,  and  you  need 
not  submit  it. 

The  Witness.  No.  3  is  an  affidavit  of  Samuel  Lawlor,  also  of  Robert  Barbee,  February 
26,  1870,  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  Averyville  near  Stevenson,  Jackson  County. 
Troops  were  sent  there  and  staid  till  things  became  quiet ;  after  that  they  were  then 
withdrawn. 

No.  4  is  another  anonymous  communication,  February  26,  1870,  in  regard  to  Ku-Klux 
outrages,  and  asking  for  guard  or  arms  and  ammunition.  I  did  not  pay  much  attention 
to  that,  for  I  had  already  ordered  troops  there.  The  paper  is  not  signed  by  any  name  ; 
it  is  merely  ''  Citizen.'^  "^  He  says  his  son-in-law  is  a  wounded  man. 

The  Chairman.  You  may  omit  that. 

The  Witness.  No.  5  is  an  affidavit  of  Frank  Bell,  February  28, 1870,  in  regard  to  Ku- 
Klux  violence  at  his  house  on  the  jjlantation  of  Mr.  Frank  Bell,  Madison  County. 

No.  6  is  an  affidavit  of  James  Bell  and  Joshua  Harris,  February  28,  1870,  detailing 
outrages  on  the  plantation  of  Houston  Bell,  on  the  Whitesburgh  pike,  Madison  County 
Alabama. 

No.  7  is  a  report  by  H.  G.  Thomas,  sheriff  of  Morgan  County,  March  31,  1870,  thai 
the  disturbance  in  that  county  is  unsettled  ;  that  he  is  unable  to  preserve  order  ;  and 
that  he  is  obliged  to  resign,  or  at  least  suspend  business  for  the  present.  This  papei 
is  one  to  which  I  desire  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  committee.  I  think  that  applica 
tion  a  very  remarkable  paper.  At  that  time  these  people  were  out  and  regularly  armec 
against  each  other  in  two  parties.    The  sheriff  could  not  and  did  not  do  anything. 
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Ko.  8  is  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Charles  Hays,  June  24,  1870,  concerning  outrages  in 
Sumter,  Greene,  and  the  adjoining  counties,  and  urging  me  to  keep  troops  in  Eutaw 
after  the  election,  to  send  a  company  to  Livingston,  Sumter  County.  I  endeavored  to 
keep  troops  there,  hecause  I  have  thought  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  State  that  that 
was  where  they  ought  to  be  ;  that  they  ought  to  be  in  Greene  and  those  border  coun- 
ties. I  referred  this  letter  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  department  for  his  action, 
and  troops  were  kept  there  until  after  the  election  of  1870,  I  think. 

No.  9  is  a  letter  of  Judge  De  Berry,  the  probate  judge  of  Saint  Clair  County,  from 
Ashville,  July  10,  1870,  requesting  that  troops  be  sent  to  that  county  at  once  for  their 
protection.  That  was  on  account  of  the  general  troubles  and  difficulties  there.  I  sent 
the  troops  there  and  things  quieted  down. 

No.  10  is  a  letter  from  Mr.  E.  G.  Barney,  general  superintendent  of  the  Selma,  Rome 
and  Dalton  Railroad,  dated  Patona,  Alabama,  July  12,  1870,  asking  for  a  force  of  at 
least  one  hundred  men,  to  be  sent  there  at  once,  in  consequence  of  the  disorders,  stating 
the  hanging  of  a  Mr.  Luke,  teaching  a  negro  school;  also  of  two  negro  men,  at  same 
time  and  place,  two  others  being  shot  dead.  He  says  that  the  State  officers  are  power- 
less.   I  sent  troops  immediately. 

No.  11  is  an  application,  of  the  same  date,  from  W.  S.  McElwain,  general  freight 
agent,  at  the  same  place,  on  the  same  subject. 

No.  12  is  an  affidavit  of  John  McManman,  taken  by  Judge  Lewis  M.  Douglass,  pro- 
bate judge  of  Madison  County,  concerning  the  outrage  on  McManman,  on  the  night  of 
the  12th  of  July,  near  Scottsborough,  Jackson  County,  Alabama. 

No.  13  is  a  statement  of  A.  D.  Bailey,  July  19,  1870,  with  accompanying  statements 
of  C.  I.  Sharpe  and  E.  L.  Hesterby,  concerning  a  massacre  at  Cross  Plains,  Alabama, 
on  the  night  of  Sunday,  July  10.  Mr.  Bailey  is  a  school-teacher  there ,  a  man  of  some 
local  importance,  I  believe. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  investigation  of  that  case? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  was.  I  did  not  enter  the  court-room  at  any  time,  but  I  was  at 
Patona. 

No.  14  is  a  communication  of  S.  Crawford,  the  mayor  of  Stevenson,  Alabama,  to  me, 
December  2,  1870,  referring  to  the  disturbances  there.  This  was  sent  when  I  was  not 
at  my  headquarters,  and  it  was  forwarded  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Department  of 
the  South.  Upon  it  J.  H.  Taylor,  assistant  adjutant  general,  puts  the  following  in- 
dorsement: ''The  time  has  arrived  when  Alabama  should  be  able  to  enforce  her  own 
laws,  and  protect  her  citizens  without  reference  to  the  military  force  of  the  United 
States.  The  troops  applied  for  will  not  be  furnished.  By  order  of  Brigadier  General 
Terry." 

Question.  How  did  he  know  the  time  had  arrived,  and  what  became  of  that  paper? 

Ansiver.  I  understood  that  Governor  Smith  forwarded  that  paper  with  that  indorse- 
ment to  the  War  Department. 

Here  is  No.  15,  class  second,  an  affidavit,  October  15, 1870,  of  Lucinda  Ford,  conc^n- 
ing  a  Ku-Klux  outrage  upon  herself  and  family,  on  the  plantation  of  William  Saunders, 
in  Madison  County,  Alabama.  It  was  taken  before  James  H.  Bone,  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court. 

No.  16  is  a  letter  to  me  from  D.  L.  Dalton,  the  governor's  secretary,  October  15,  1870, 
forwarding  a  letter  from  W.  B.  Bowen,  dated  Tuskegee,  Alabama,  (October  13. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Bowen  the  postmaster  at  Tuskegee  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  is  in  relation  to  some  firing  upon  a  colored  congregation.  That 
completes  the  series  of  class  second,  1870.  Here  are  some  of  the  telegrams  which  I 
have  received,  and  which  I  will  submit.  I  do  not  think  the  set  is  entirely  complete. 
I  submit  them  in  connection  with  the  documents  which  I  have  already  laid  before  the 
committee.  [Telegrams,  eleven  in  number,  submitted  by  the  witness,  will  be  found 
printed  in  the  Appendix  to  his  testimony  at  the  end  of  the  documents  previously  re- 
ferred to,  class  second,  of  1870.]  The  last  telegram,  you  will  observe,  is  from  Governor 
Lindsay ;  it  was  sent  on  to  General  Terry  and  complied  with.  I  have  here  an  affidavit 
by  Wilie  McGregor,  dated  the  18th  of  May,  1871,  which  I  received,  and  which  I  also 
submit.  [Said  affidavit  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  the  testimony  of  this  wit- 
ness, printed  after  the  telegrams  aforementioned.] 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  some  time  ago,  or  after  it  became  gene- 
rally known  that  you  would  not  comply  with  any  applications  for  troops  unless  the 
application  was  made  by  the  civil  officers,  people  ceased  to  make  reports  to  you  of 
outra.2:e8? 

Answeii\  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  generally  ceased  to  report  thein  to  me. 

Question.  The  list  you  have  furnished  the  committee  to-day  embraces,  then,  only  such 
cases  as  have  been  reported  to  you  by  your  subordinates,  and  by  civil  officers,  and 
from  civilians  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  within  your  knowledge  that  a  great  many  cases  of  lawlessness  and 
outrage  have  occurred  in  Alabama  which  are  not  embraced  in  the  lists  you  have 
furnished  ? 

Ansiver.  It  has  been  so  stated  to  me.     I  have  he'ard  it  so  stated. 

Question.  From  your  information,  in  what  parts  of  the  State  do  disturbances  iDrinci- 
pally  exist  now,  and  what  seem  to  be  their  character  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  has  been  a  very  great  improvement  in  things  in  Alabama — a 
very  perceptible  improvement,  during  the  period  of  time  that  I  have  been  in  this  State. 
I  mean  to  say  that  the  passage  of  time  has  improved  the  condition  of  things  very  per- 
ceptibly. I  think  it  has  been  going  on  for  a  long  time.  The  fact  is  that  there  are  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  State,  certain  counties,  where  these  disturbances  take  place  more 
frequently  than  in  others,  (and  it  is  these  disturbances,  in  these  counties,  that  give  an 
idea  of  a  disordered  condition  of  affairs  in  the  State  j)  1but  I  think  that  the  State  of 
Alabama  is  one  of  the  very  best  of  the  reconstructed  States,  as  far  as  I  know.  I 
think  there  has  been  a  very  great  and  material  improvement.  Matters  in  North  Ala- 
bama are  quiet,  and  have  been  so  for  many  months,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  My  question  was,  in  what  parts  of  the  State  do  disturbances  principally 
exist  now  ? 

Answer.  I  was  about  to  answer.  I  think  the  counties  of  Fayette,  of  Pickens,  of 
Sumter,  of  •  Greene,  and  of  Choctaw  are  the  most  troublesome.  The  western  counties 
of  Alabama  are  the  most  disturbed  of  all.  We  have  but  little  disturbance  now  in 
North  Alabama,  and  none  that  I  hear  of  in  the  South  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  hear  of  any  in  Coosa  and  Tallapoosa  Counties  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  hear  of  any  there  at  all.  Of  course  I  heard  of  the  disturb- 
ances that  were  there  not  very  long  ago,  when  they  took  place,  but  they  were  never 
brought  directly  to  me. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  the  disturbances  that  are  said  to  i^revail  in  the 
western  counties  which  you  have  named  ? 

Answer.    Well,  the  troubles  with  the  negroes  principally,  interference  with  them. 

Question.  Committed  by  bands  of  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  By  disguised  men  sometimes,  and  by  others,  too,  who  were  not  disguised. 

Question.  As  a  general  rule,  what  has  been  the  disposition  of  the  communities  in 
which  the  outrages  you  have  detailed  have  been  committed,  to  bring  their  authors  to 
justice,  and  to  x^revent  their  recurrence  ? 

Answer.  1  think,  as  a  general  rule,  the  sentiment  of  \he  best  men  in  the  different 
counties  has  been  to  bring  these  men  to  justice.  I  think  that  all  prefer  that  ,*  they  all 
say  so ;  all  that  I  have  talked  to  do,  and  I  have  talked  with  the  prominent  men  of 
both  political  sentiments.  I  think  that  is  the  desire.  They  all  say  so,  at  least ;  but  I 
know  that  crimes  have  been  committed  in  which  there  has  be^n  no  effort  to  bring  men 
to  justice  at  all. 

Question.  I  desire  to  have  your  opinion  on  this  question.  If  the  good  men  of  the 
community  in  which  these  disturbances  exist  were  to  combine  earnestly  together  to 
prevent  them,  to  put  a  stop  to  them,  is  it  your  opinion  that  they  could  accomplish  it  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  so  decidedly  now,  and  have  always  thought  so. 

Question.  So  far  as  your  information  goes,  have  respectable  men,  men  of  property  in 
the  community,  been  engaged  in  these  disturbances  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all.  I  had  heard  tliat  they  had  been,  and  I  took  every  occasion  I 
could  to  find  out,  if  possible,  but  I  have  never  beeii  able  to  find  it  out.  1  mean  land- 
holders, the  men  who  give  tone  to  society,  considered  as  a  class.  They  would  say  that 
this  was  all  wrong,  and  in  a  mild  way  deprecate  it,  yet  they  would  not  take  any 
trouble  to  give  help  in  finding  out  these  men.  They  did  not  think  it  was  their  affair. 
They  have  often  said  to  me  that  all  the  offices  were  in  the  hands  of  the  republicans  j 
let  them  preserve  the  peace ;  it  was  their  business. 

Question.  They  did  not  seem  to  think  it  was  any  concern  of  their  own  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  they  not  say  that  they  were  themselves  under  disabilities  ? 
Answer.  They  so  said ;  many  of  them. 

Question.  And  as  banned  by  the  Government  itself,  of  course  were  not  called  upon  to 
help  it  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  that  a  great  many  times  at  a  great  many  places. 

By  the  CHAimvixiN : 

Question.  Did  they  make  their  disabilities  a  plea  why  they  should  not  assist  in  pre- 
serving the  peace  ? 

Answer.  Often ;  but  they  would  not  state  it  as  a  reason.  I  would  talk  to  them  and 
say,  "  You  could  put  this  down  if  you  chose  to."  I  invariably  tried  to  argue  with 
these  gentlemen  that  this  thing  was  a  machinery  that  would  work  back  upon  them- 
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selves  if  they  did  not  stop  it.  I  believe  they  are  to-day  more  inclined  to  take  that 
view  of  it^  and  to  put  it  down,  than  ever  before.  I  have  heard  gentlemen  in  the  streets 
of  Huntsville,  young  gentlemen  whom  I  did  not  think,  two  years  ago,  would  have  ex- 
pressed any  dislike  to  this  thing,  or  reprobation  of  it,  say  they  would  be  willing  to 
shoot  upon  disguised  men  that  came  into  the  streets.  I  heard  a  young  gentleman  say 
that,  a  son  of  one  of  the  first  people. 

Question.  Has  not  this  reaction  of  public  sentiment  proceeded  in  a  great  measure 
from  the  loss  of  labor  they  are  sensible  they  are  sustaining  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
timidation of  the  negroes,  and  is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  negroes  have  left  these  disturbed 
localities  in  considerable  numbers,  so  much  so  that  the  planters  are  becoming  alarmed 
lesfc  there  will  be  a  scarcity  of  labor  1 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so.  In  some  localities  that  has  been  the  case.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  planter  has  any  antagonism  to  the  negro  at  all;  I  think  he  wants  his 
labor.  I  think  it  is  a  class  of  white  men,  not  possessed  of  wealth  or.  real  estate,  that 
exists  in  Alabama,  many  of  them  in  the  mountains,  that  is  hostile  to  the  negro.  Those 
people  see  him  on  the  rich  lands  and  possessed  of  political  privileges,  w^hich  increases 
the  old  jealousy,  and  they  know  that  if  they  can  get  rid  of  the  negro,  have  him  col- 
onized for  instance,  it  will  be  better  for  them  both  on  the  point  of  association  and  the 
division  of  political  rights.  I  believe  that  the  planter  has  no  antagonism  whatever 
to  the  negro  ;  he  wants  his  labor. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  planters  have  consented  thus  far  that  this  state 
of  things  should  be  allowed  to  succeed,  for  the  purpose  of  deterring  the  negro  from  ex- 
ercising his  privilege  of  voting  ;  do  you  not  think  that  they  were  willing  that  the  ne- 
groes should  be  Ku-Kluxed  far  enough  to  make  them  democrats. 

Answe)\  That  would  be  merely  a  matter  of  speculation.  I  have  no  evidence  upon 
which  to  say  that;  on  the  contrary,  in  talking  to  them  about  that,  I  never  heard  one  of 
them  say  that  he  objected  to  the  voting  of  the  negroes.  Many  believe  that  if  the 
question  Vas  put  to  the  people  of  Alabama  to-day,  they  would  not  deprive  the  negro  of 
the  right  of  voting.  I  think  they  would  like  to  control  him,  and  I  think  they  look  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  he  will  vote  in  their  interest,  but  I  do  not  think  that  they  now 
want  to  take  the  vote  away  from  him  by  violence. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  many  outrages  have  been  committed  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  negroes  from  voting  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so,  in  many  cases.  That  is  my  conviction.  I'think  that  in 
those  counties  I  have  mentioned  that  is  so,  though  I  could  not  prove  it.  I  have  known 
instances — instances  have  been  related  to  me — where  colored  men  have  been  kept  away 
from  the  polls.    There  is  no  question  about  that. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  a  duress  has  been  exercised  over  the  negro  by  the. 
planter  by  threats  of  turning  him  off  from  the  plantation  unless  he  voted  in  accord- 
ance with  the  land-owner? 

Ansivm\  I  did  think  so,  but,  on  inquiring  into  that  matter,  especially  of  these  men  at 
Huntsville,  with  whom  I  have  associated  more  than  any  others  in  that  respect,  they 
told  me,  no.  I  think  the  planters  generally  decline  to  give  the  negro  any  advice  ;  the 
negroes  have  told  me  so. ,  I  think  in  certain  places  in  the  State  this  low  class  of  white 
men,  and  sometimes  these  young,  wild  fellows,  of  good  connection,  have  kept  the  negro 
from  voting;  I  do  not  think  the  land-ow^ner,  the' general  planter, cares  much  whether 
the  negro  votes  or  not.  The  planters  look  forward,  and  hope  to  get  him  to  vote  ou 
their  side  and  in  their  interest. 

Question.  So  far  as  your  observation  has  extended,  is  there  any  discrimination  made 
on  account  of  color  or  political  opinion  in  the  administration  of  justice  ? 

Ansiver.  In  reference  to  that  I  have  but  little  information.  I  know  nothing  about 
the  operations  of  the  State  courts — I  have  never  followed  them— but  of  the  United 
States  courts  I  do  ;  I  have  followed  them  somewhat. 

Question.  Let  me  ask  this  question,  which  will  bring  what  I  want  directly  to  a  point. 
What  instances  have  occurred  in  which  negroes  or  white  men  have  been  visited  by  the 
Ku-Klux,  and  the  authors  of  the  outrage  have  been  brought  to  conviction  and  punish- 
ment ?    Do  you  know  of  any  such  cases  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  it  is  po^ssible  that  such  a  state  of  things  could  exist  in 
any  community  if  public  sentiment  was  in  earnest  in  putting  down  outrages  of  this 
kind? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  think  that  the  juries  have  most  of  them  been  drawn  from 
hostile  communities ;  I  think  that  there  is  no  question  about  the  sort  of  men  that 
go  upon  them,  and  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  a  grand  jury  to  indict  these  men ;  that 
has  been  the  constant  complaint,  and  if  indictments  are  found,  it  is  very  difficult  to 
get  a  netit  jury  to  convict. 

Question.  What  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  adequacy  of  the  military  force  under  your 
control,  for  properly  preserving  the  peace  of  the  State  in  these  disturbed  regions  at 
this  time  ? 

Answer.  Just  at  this  present  time  I  do  not  think  there  is  necessity  for  a  large  body 
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of  troops  in  Alabama.  But  upon  tlie  approach  of  the  election,  I  do  think  troops  are  nec- 
essary in  certain  sections,  in  order  to  preserve  the  peace  and  to  give  the  people,  espe- 
cially the  colored  voters,  protection.  There  are  some  parts  of  the  State  where  I  think 
it  is  absolutely  necessary,  but  not  in  all'. 

Question.  Will  you  give  the  committee  the  reasons  for  this  oj)inion  v^hich  you  now- 
express  ? 

Answer.  In  regard  to  the  troops  being  necessary  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir ;  in  view  of  the  election  next  year. 

Anszver.  I  think  there  are  certain  portions  of  the  State  that  have  been  and  are  now 
disorderly.  The  negroes  are  there  in  large  numbers,  especially  in  those  counties  that 
I  have  mentioned — Greene,  Sumter,  Pickens,  and  Choctaw  ;  and  I  do  not  believe  and 
never  have  believed  that  at  the  last  election  there  was  a  fair  opportunity  for  the  negro 
to  poll  his  vote  in  those  counties.  On  the  election  day  I  commanded  all  the  troops  in 
the  State,  and  received  telegrams  from  every  part,  aud  though  the  election  was  re- 
markably quiet,  yet  the  change  of  the  vote  in  some  of  these  counties  seemed  almost 
miraculous.  Greene,  which  had  given  3,500  for  the  rei)ublicau  candidate — was  it  not, 
Mr.  Buckley  ? 

Mr.  Buckley.  About  2,700. 

The  Witness.  About  2,700  majority  for  the  republican  candidate,  to  the  utter  aston- 
ishment of  all  who  were  awaiting  election  returns,  gave  forty-live  democratic  major- 
ity. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  it  possible  to  account  for  that  result  upon  any  other  theory  than  that 
the  colored  people  were  deterred  from  expressing  their  opinions  at  the  polls  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  the  natural  and  only  sensible  inference,  though  I  have  never  seen 
anything  which  would  prove  or*  substantiate  that  in  a  court. 

Question.  And  you  argue  from  your  past  experience  that  in  the  future  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  have  troops  in  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  tl^t  all  men  are  allowed 
to  express  their  opinions  at  the  polls  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  would  hardly  like  to  say  that,  because  the  great  proportion  of  Ala- 
bama, I  think,  is  now  quiet,  and  I  believe  there  would  generally  be  a  fair  election  ; 
but  I  think  at  certain  points 

Question.  I  refer  to  the  disturbed  districts. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  decidedly  that  troops  would  be  needed  in  that  district.  I 
think  it  is  the  fourth  congressional  district  of  Alabama — Mr.  Hays's  district. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  general,  has  been  the  effect  of  the  presence  and  ac- 
tion of  the  military  in  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  has  been  tranquillizing  and  good.  I  think  that  in  certain  parts  of 
the  State  the  mere  presence  of  the  troops — the  mere  fact  of  their  being  there — has 
tended  to  repress  the  people  inclined  to  lawlessness,  and  give  encouragement  to  other 
persons  there,  and  the  negroes  especially,  to  exercise  the  new  rights  conferred  upon 
them. 

Question.  Do  you  have  this  opinion  upon  petitions  received  from  citizens  in  different 
counties  of  the  State,  or  from  the  manner  in  which  troops  are  welcomed  as  they  are 
sent  to  the  different  points  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  From  both.  Matters  have  changed  very  much  since  I  came  in.  I  find  now, 
in  sending  troops,  that  almost  everybody  is  glad  to  have  the  United  States  troops 
come.  The  men  who  were  on  the  confederate  side  during  the  war  are  kind  to  our  men, 
and  officers  in  several  po^rts  of  the  State  have  been  niost  kindly  treated.  AtTuskegee 
our  officers  were  gladly  welcomed.  They  say,  of  course,  if  they  must  have  troops,  they 
prefer  the  best  they  can  get,  the  organized  force. 

Questio7i.  Have  you  ever  had  applications  for  troops  from  the  city  of  Selma  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  last  winter  I  had  an  application  from  some  of  the  very  best  men 
there.  I  sent  down  a  force  from  Patona  immediatelj^  There  seemed  to  be  a  very  bad 
state  of  things  there.  This  officer  told  me  he  was  received  most  kindly.  Passing  there 
the  other  day,  some  gentlemen  referred  to  it,  and  said  to  me  how  glad  they  were  to  re- 
ceive them  ',  how  important  their  action  was. 

Question.  Then  you  think  the  troops  have  acted  as  conservators  of  the  peace  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  as  conservators  of  the  peace  alone. 

Question.  How  much  truthfulness  is  there  in  the  clamor  which  is  made  throughout 
the  press  that  the  troops  are  here  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing  the  people,  and  depriv- 
ing them  of  any  portion  of  their  rights  ? 

Anstver.  I  have  never  been  able  to  take  that  view  of  it  at  all ;  never  for  a  moment. 
I  do  not  think  any  action  of  the  troops— certainly  not  since  I  have  been  in  Alabama — 
will  support  that  argument  a  moment. 

Question.  Yet  you  have  seen  the  charges  made  in  the  newspapers,-  have  you  not  ? 

Anstver.  0,  yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Are  tlie  troops  now  located,  and  have  they  generally  heen  located,  in  dis- 
turbed portions  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  always.  In  this  district  we  have  been  speaking  of,  in  replying 
to  the  question  of  Mr.  Pratt,  there  are  no  troops ;  there  is  not  a  soldier  in  the  whole 
district.  There  are  some  in  Mississix)pi,  at  Aberdeen,  and  one  or  two  other  places  along 
the  line,  but  not  in  Alabama. 

Question.  Is  it  not  quiet  in  North  Alabama  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 

Question.  Is  the  necessity  for  troops  there  as  great  as  in  West  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  necessity  for  troops  in  North  Alabama  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  tend  to  peace  and  good  order  to  have  them  trans- 
ported from  that  place  to  the  western  portion  of  the  State? 

Answei\  I  think  so.  I  would  like  to  say  there  is  but  one  company.  I  have  but  fif- 
teen men  for  duty  at  liuntsville ;  but  I  believe,  so  far  as  I  know  the  sentiment  of  that  • 
section  of  the  State,  that  they  are  decidedly  in  favor  of  law  and  peace  and  order,  and 
the  punishment  of  crime  by  law. 

Question.  That  sentiment  is  increasing  and  growing  stronger  ? 

Answer.  Decidedly  so. 

Question.  Have  you,  in  the  discharge  of  j^our  duties,  found  it  necessary  to  recommend 
the  presence  of  troops  in  certain  points  in  this  State  ? 

Answer.  I  have,  sir.  I  made  an  earnest  recommendation  that  troops  should  be  sent 
to  the  town  of  Eutaw,  and  permanently  kept  there ;  that  I  thought  that  the  comple- 
tion of  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  and  the  easy  communication  of  Tusca- 
loosa and  Livingston,  would  answer  all  purposes. 

Question.  Were  troops  sent  in  accordance  with  your  recommendation  ? 

Answer.  They  have  not  been,  yet. 

Question.  From  your  knowledge  of  the  public  sentiment  in  Alabama,  and  the  feeling 
of  the  people  here,  do  you  think  that  a  republican  can  advocate  his  principles  publicly 
all  over  the  State  without  any  api)rehension  of  personal  violence  or  injury  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  can  do  it  now  a  great  deal  better  than  he  ever  could  before.  I 
think  in  some  parts  of  the  State  he  could  do  it  without  the  least  hesitancy  ;  they  would 
all  listen  to  him ;  but  I  think  that  in  other  portions  of  the  State  there  would  be  a  little 
hesitancy,  if  not  open  opposition. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  speeches  at  Eutaw  last  year  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  them  all. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  anything  inflammatory  or  exciting,  disturbing  the  citizens  ? 

Ansiver.  The  tone  of  all  the  speeches  I  heard  wa^  the  reverse.  I  heard  General 
Warner  and  Governor  Parsons,  and  their  tone  was  entirely  to  the  contrary  ;  their 
speeches  were  exceedingly  conciliatory  and  judicious. 

Question.  Some  witnesses  have  expressed  the  view  that  had  it  not  been  for  that  riot, 
Governor  Lindsay  would  have  carried  the  county  by  about  five  hundred  democratic 
majority.    Are  you  of  that  opinion  ? 

AQisicer.  No,  sir  ;  not  all.     I  do  not  see  how  they  argue  in  that  way. 

Question.  Of  course  you  heard  exhaustively  of  that  affair  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  present.  There  was  a  large  number  of  negroes  at  that  meet- 
ing.    I  did  not  often  go  to  these  political  meetings. 

Question.  Politicians  are  in  the  habit  of  speaking  of  troops  being  quartered  on  com- 
munities, and  the  people's  action  being  controlled  by  bayonets  at  their  throats.  Will 
you  please  explain  all  that  is  done  when  troops  are  sent  to  localities  on  the  request  of 
the  civil  officers  ? 

Ansiver.  At  the  request  of  the  civil  officers,  I  have  generally  issued  an  order  and  the 
troops  have  started.  They  come  to  the  place,  and  take  their  position.  It  has  been  a 
complaint,  constantly  made  to  me  by  the  officers,  that  Avhen  they  arrive  they  find  no- 
body. A  sheriff  sometimes  comes,  but  very  often  does  not  come.  They  generally  send 
and  inform  him  that  they  are  there.  In  almost  every  instance,  they  stay  there,  and  it 
is  just  a  mere  moral  effect  produced  by  their  presence.  The  people  whose  applications 
bring  them  there  do  not  olten  appear.  Officers  have  frequently  complained  that  they 
find  nobody  to  show  them  any  attention.  I  presume  it  is  on  account  of  the  feeling 
Avhich  the  civil  officers  have,  not  wanting  to  identify  themselves  with  the  troops  right 
away,  lest  they  might  get  the  credit  of  having  brought  them  there,  but  occasionally 
some  one  comes  and  makes  his  appearance  in  the  camp ;  very  frequently  it  is  the  gen- 
tleman on  whose  j)lace  they  are  camped.  Yery  often  it  is  a  democrat ;  he  tells  them 
that  he  is  glad  to  see  them  come ;  that  he  does  not  know  the  necessity  for  their  coming, 
but  if  they  must  have  troops  there,  they  would  rather  have  United  States  troops  than 
any  others,  and-  then  he  would  show  them  some  better  place  to  camp.  I  know  in 
Livingston,  when  our  troops  went  there,  they  did  not  meet  the  sheriff'  or  any  civil 
ofiicer.  Mr.  Hale  took  them  to  his  place,  where  they  staid.  I  have  been  struck  by 
this  fact,  that  wherever  I  have  had  troops  stationed,  when  I  came  to  take  them  away 
the  people  generally  wanted  them  to  stay. 

Question.  You  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  democrats  wanted  them  to  stay? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  both  sides ;  tlie  men  spend  money,  and  they  have  found  that  the 
troops  were  not  used,  except  in  the  most  legitimate  way,  as  preservers  of  peace  antl 
order.  They  saw  there  was  no  ground  of  complaint  against  them ;  that  they  were  as 
much  their  friends  as  of  auyhody  else.  It  is  fair  to  say  that  many  of  the  soldiers 
are  democrats,  if  they  have  any  politics.  They  dislike  the  negroes,  and  have  no  affilia- 
tion with  them. 

Question.  So  that  there  is  no  foundation  for  this  allegation  that  the  troops  are  quar- 
tered upon  any  community  ? 

Ansive7\  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  that  the  action  of  the  community  is  controlled  by  bayonets  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  think  that  is  so  far  from  being  the  fact,  that,  as  a  general  thing, 
the  people  of  this  State  and  all  other  Southern  States,  where  1  have  been,  would  rather 
see  the  troops  go  away  because  the  very  fact  of  their  being  here  addresses  itself  to 
them  as  an  evidence  that  they  are  here  to  keep  them  in  order  ;  but  as  they  are  finding 
out  that  they  are  simply  to  control  the  lawless,  and  prevent  the  bad  from  committing 
violence,  the  people  have  ceased  to  have  any  such  opinion  about  it.  I  don't  think  the 
people  of  Huntsville  to-day  would  willingly  see  the  troops  removed^  and  I  have  been 
with  them  a  long  while,  and  have  considerable  attachment  for  them.  I  speak  of  the 
community  generally — the  citizens  of  the  town. 

Question.  Have  your  troops  ever  been  used  for  any  other  purpose  in  Alabama  than  as 
conservators  of.  the  peace  ? 

Answer.  Never,  on  any  occasion,  have  they  been  used  for  any  other  purpose. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  large  republicanmajority  that  there  was  in  Greene  County — 
2,700. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  between  two  and  three  thousand. 

Question.  Were  you  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  democratic  vote  was  much  larger  at 
the  last  election,  and  that  that  was  one  of  the  causes  of  the  reduction  of  the  radical 
vote  in  Greene  County  ? 

Answer.  No,  general,  I  was  not  aware  of  that.  I  never  gave  any  particular  attention 
to  it.    That  is  merely  what  I  have  heard  ;  it  struck  everybod^^  as  very  remarkable. 

Question.  That  is  a  fact  that  was  in  testimony,  that  the  democratic  vote  was  much 
larger  at  the  last  election  in  Greene  County  than  it  had  been  previously,  and  that  the 
diminution  of  the  radical  vote  was  to  a  certain  extent  accounted  for  by  it ;  and  the  tes- 
timony spoken  of  by  Mr.  Buckley,  in  which  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  but  for  that 
riot  which  inflamed  the  negroes^and  brought  them  out,  the  democratic  vote  would  have 
been  still  larger,  is  the  explanation  that  was  offered. 

Ansiver.  Which  excited  the  negroes  and  brought  them  out  to  vote? 

Question.  Was  there  not  hostility  to  the  democrats  by  reason  of  this  riot  ? 

Ansiver.  I  never  heard  of  that  before. 

Question.  You  have  been  asked  the  question  if  the  good  men  of  the  community  had 
set  their  faces  agrinst  these  disturbances,  in  different  sections  of  the  State,  could  they 
not  have  controlled  and  put  a  stop  to  them,  and  you  have  expressed  an  opinion  that 
they  could  ? 

Answer.  I  have. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  whether  if  the  officers  of  the  law  had  been  efficient,  if  they  had 
been  fairly  elected,  instead  of  being  thrust  upon  the- people  by  an  act  of  Congress^  and 
had  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  community,  they  would  not  have  been  much  more  ^ 
efficient  in  preserving  ihQ  peace  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  is  no  question  about  that ;  I  do  not  make  any  decision  in  my 
mind  in  regard  to  the  specific  points  in  that  question,  because  these  axe  subjects 
upon  which  I  ought  not  to  decide,  but  I  am  of  the  conviction  that  if  the  civil  officers, 
from  proper  reasons,  had  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  community,  they  would  have 
been  far  more  efficient,  and  there  would  have  been  less  of  these  troubles. 

Question.  They  were  in  great  part  utterly  inefficient  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so.  The  great  majority  with  whom  I  had  to  deal  were 
inefficient  men.  When  I  would  answer  their  call  for  troops,  they  would  get  behind  the 
troops  when  they  got  there,  expecting  them  to  do  their  duty  for  them ;  that  was  what 
rendered  me  so  cautious. 

Question.  You  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  portion  of  the  State  in  which  there 
was  the  greatest  hostility  to  the  negro  was  the  mountain  region  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so  ;  particularly  that  class  that  live  in  what  they  call  the 
beats,  and  in  the  mountain  region  generally. 

Question.  Were  these  people  generally  Union  men  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  know  of  what  politics  the  men  were  in  Ala- 
bama and  Mississippi. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  as  a  matier  of  history,  for  instance,  that  we  enlisted  large 
bodies  of  men  in  North  Alabama  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  You  know,  as  a  matter  of  history,  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  and  be- 
fore the  outbreak  of  the  war,  Northern  Alabama  was  almost  unanimously  for  the 
Union  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  were  very  few  exceptions  to  the  rule.  I  believe  it  is  a  matter  of 
history  that  their  entire  delegation  in  the  convention  called  for  secession  were  elected 
as  Union  men.    Do  you  not  know  that  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  State  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  I  remember  that  that  is  so.  The  first  Alabama  regiment  was  raised 
there.    It  fought  upon  our  side. 

Question.  It  is  not  true,  then,  that  this  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  negro  exists  among  the 
old  slave-holders,  or  in  that  portion  of  the  State  where  secession  was  most  popular  ? 

Ansu^er.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  the  planter  hostile  to  him  in  that  sense  at  all.  He 
wants  his  labor  ;  he  knows  he  is  still  valuable  to  him,  and  he  does  not  want  to  kill  him 
or  drive  him  away. 

Question.  The  other  class  have  always  had  hostility  to  the  negro  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  always;  they  were  jealous  of  him  before  the  war. 

Question.  They  considered  negroes  as  persons  who  interfered  with  their  labor  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  their  rivals. 

Question.  This  is  especially  observable  on  the  lines  of  railroad  that  penetrate  through 
that  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questiofi.  These  troubles  of  which  you  speak  in  Calhoun  County  have  arisen,  as 
a^ears  from  these  affidavits,  from  the  negro,  as  one  of  them  expresses  it,  and  the 
hostility  especially  is  to  these  negroes  working  upon  our  roaas  ? 

Answ'er.  Yes,  sir,  I  noticed  that. 

Question.  I  have  forgotten  the  names  of  the  parties  connected  with  these  railroads 
whose  affidavits  you  read. 

Answer.  Mr.  Barney,  of  the  Selma,  Eome  and  Dalton  road,  applied  to  me. 

Question.  He  uses  the  expression  that  they  are  especiaUy hostile  to  the  ^'negroes  em- 
ployed on  our  road." 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  infer,  from  your  knowledge  of  these  matters,  and  the  character  of 
these  affidavits,  that  the  hostility  of  that  class  of  white  men  to  the  negro  is  more  on 
account  of  his  interference  with  their  occupations,  their  labor  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  from  that  more  than  from  political  considerations  ? 

Answer\  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  that  to  be  the  case  in  North  Alabama,  where  I  am  more 
particularly  acquainted  with  the  fact. 

Question.  Would  there  be  any  necessity  for  troops  if  the  civil  officers  in  the  State  of 
Alabama  were  efficient  in  performing  their  duties? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  in  some  cases  there  would  be. 

Question.  If,  in  addition  to  that,  the  officers  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  white  peo- 
ple, would  there  be  any  need  for  troops  ? 

Answer.  1  should  think  so  ;  there  are  places  where  I  would  still  keep  troops. 

Question.  In  sj^eaking  of  the  quartering  of  troops  upon  the  people,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  which  you  have  stated,  and  of  which  I  have  no  doubt,  that  the  troops  under 
your  command  have  never  interfered  except  in  a  case  where  called  upon  by  official 
authority,  is  it  not  regarded  as  a  stigma  by  the  people  at  large  of  the  State  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir,  it  is ;  that  is  what  I  have  said,  that  they  would  prefer  not  to  have 
them,  because  every  time  they  see  a  soldier,  th^y  regard  the  fact  that  he  is  there  to  keep 
them  in  order.  That  was  the  case,  but  is  not  so  much  so  now.  I  think  they  have  dis- 
covered that  the  troops  are  used  so  decidedly  in  accordance  with  law^  that  they  do  not 
care  anything  about  it,  and  in  some  places  they  decidedly  prefer  to  have  them,  because 
they  spend  money. 

Question.  They  prefer  troops  infinitely  to  the  militia  that  would  have  been  put  upon 
them  by  previous  governors  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  0,  yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Have  any  militia  ever  been  raised  m  this  State  ? 

A7iswei\  No,  sir ;  never.  Governor  Smith  made  several  attempts  to  raise  volunteer 
militia,  but  he  could  not  get  anybody  to  take  it  in  hand. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  he  have  a  draft  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  never  drafted  any  militia  at  all.  General  Dustin,  here,  is  the 
m^or  general.  He  has  no  militia  ;  no  staff.  He  said  he  called  Governor  Lindsay's  at- 
tention to  the  law  the  other  day,  and  that  he  was  proceeding  to  organize  this  volunteer 
militia.  He  said,  at  least,  that  that  was  a  good  thing,  and  he  would  have  it  done.  There 
is  a  law  now  on  the  statute-book  which  requires  that  where  forty  men  or  more  enroll 
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themselves  and  choose  their  officers,  the  governor,  upon  application,  shall  take  them  in. 
as  volunteer  companies. 

Question.  In  referring  to  the  probability  of  disturbances  at  the  election  approaching, 
you  do  not  mean  the  election  of  next  year,  but  the  election  for  local  officers  this  year  ? 

Answer.  I  mean,  general,  any  election  for  some  time  to  come,  and  especially  a  general 
election,  a  presidential  or  congressional  election  particularly. 

Question.  There  are  a  great  many  causes  of  irritation  in  the  election,  growing  out  of 
what  is  considered  a  fraudulent  and  unfair  election  law,  is  there  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  An  election  law  which  forbids  challenging ;  which  forbids  the  scrutiny  of 
any  man's  right  to  vote  who  presents  himself  and  demands  it ;  is  not  that  the  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  is  a  good  deal  of  complaint. 

Question.  Is  that  naturally  a  cause  of  irritation  to  those  who  think  the  elections  are 
conducted  unfairly  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  General,  you  have  submitted  a  great  many  affidavits,  and  spoken  of  the  in- 
formation which  has  been  laid  before  you,  as  an  officer  in  command  in  this  State,  of 
outrages  committed  upon  a  certain  class  of  people ;  has  it  not  come  to  your  knowledge, 
since  you  have  been  a  resident  of  this  State,  that  there  have  been  gross  and  flagrant 
outrages,  especially  in  the  way  of  pilfering,  and  stealing,  and  plundering,  by  the  civil 
officers  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  such  accusations,  sir — I  have  heard  of  them,  and  have  read  the 
discussions  in  regard  to  them  in  the  papers. 

Question.  In  your  association  with  the  people  of  this  State,  have  you  not  observed 
that  among  the  causes  of  discontent  and  of  irritation,  that  plays  a  most  conspicuous 
X3art? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  does.    It  is  a  constant  subject  of  complaint 

Question.  That  -the  new  condition  of  things  has  exposed  them  to  have  everything 
swept  away  from  them  by  the  thieves  who  have  been  let  loose  upon  them,  and  by  the 
appropriations  of  public  moneys  ? 

Answer.  They  do  make  that  complaint.  The  whole  Government  are  called  fools  and 
thieves  from  the  stump,  and  in  the  declamation  of  the  party — by  General  Clanton,  for 
example. 

Question.  I  do  not  refer  to  any  declamation  on  the  stump,  or  even  what  appeared  in 
the  newspapers  as  matter  of  electioneering ;  but  in  private  association  with  the  peo- 
ple of  this  State,  has  it  not  been  spoken  of  as  a  deep-seated  cause  for  discontent,  that 
they  were  helpless  and  exposed  to  plunder  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  strangers  who  had  come  among  them,  x>ut  in  office  by  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  those  statements  and  complaints. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  to  be  a  just  complaint? 

Answer.  1  think,  sometimes,  the  complaints  were  very  reckless  *,  indeed,  generally 
very  reckless,  and  I  cannot  answer  the  question  as  to  whether  I  believe  them  just,  be- 
cause I  never  examined  into  the  matter  at  all.  I  never  considered  that  it  was  a  mat- 
ter with  which  I  had  anything  to  do,  but  that  the  complaint  is  general,  and  was  con- 
stantly made  to  me,  is  a  fact. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  something  of  a  hardship  for  the  people  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  services  of  their  best  men  in  office — those  in  whom  they  have  contidence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  all  of  their  good  men  are  not  under  disabilities. 

Question.  And  to  be  ruled  by  men  who  are  entire  strangers  to  them  ? 

Answer.  I  do,  decidedly,  as  an  abstract  proposition — unquestionably. 

Question.  You  think  it  is  natural  that  those  people  should  be  restive  under  such  a 
system  being  imposed  upon  them  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  from  their  stand-point,  I  should  think  so. 

Question.  If  you  had  to  stand  on  that  point  and  survey  your  own  country — - 

Answer.  I  would  think  so ;  but  I  do  not  stand  on  that  point. 

By  the  CuAiRiVtAN : 

Question.  General,  I  will  ask  you  if  yoii,  as  a  military  officer,  had  taken  an  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  had  been  educated  at  the  public  ex- 
pense ;  had  afterwards  voluntarily  engaged  in  rebellion  against  the  Government,  and 
sought,  for  four  years,  by  all  your  skill  and  your  every  effort  of  mind  and  body,  to 
break  up  the  Union,  w^ould  you  regard  it  as  a  very  great  penalty  that  you  should  be 
prevented  from  holding  office  again? 

Ansivei\  No,  sir ;  I  would  not. 

Question.  Wonld  you  regard  it  as  a  just  cause  of  complaint  against  the  Government 
tjiat  you  were  not  allowed  again  to  hold  a  commission  from  the  Government  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know"  of  anybody  in  the  State  of  Alabama  that  is  now  disabled 
from  holding  office  except  that  class  of  men  who  have  once  taken  an  oath  to  support 
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tlie  Coustitution  of  the  United  States,  and  have  violated  that  oath  by  engaging  in  the 
rebellion  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  know  of  none. 

Question.  Is  not  the  secret  and  principal  canse  of  discontent,  upon  the  part  of  the 
democratic  portion  of  the  people  of  Alabama,  that  they  have  not  now  the  political 
control  of  the  affairs  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  :  it  is. 

Question.  And  is  not  a  great  deal  of  this  vituperation,  of  which  you  have  spoken, 
caused  by  the  fact  that  they  are  a  little  envious  of  the  happy  possessors  of  the  offices  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  has  a  good  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  You  were  asked  whether  Northern  Alabama  did  not  elect  members  to  the 
secession  convention  who  were  openly  opposed  to  secession,  and  you  have  stated  that 
it  did.  1  will  ask  you  to  state,  further,  if  those  members  did  not  afterwards,  as  a 
general  thing,  vote  for  the  ordinance  of  secession,  and  become  ardent  and  determined 
secessionists  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  majority  of  them  did. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  feeling  against  the  soldiery  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 
Does  this  feeling  arise  against  them  as  the  representatives  of  the  jioAver  of  the  Govern- 
ment, or  as  a  part  of  that  Army  against  which  the  people  of  the  South  fought? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  against  them  as  the  representative  of  the  military  power  of  the 
Government. 

Question.  You  have  stated,  in  your  answer  to  General  Blair,  that  you  think  many  of 
these  disturbances  exist  and  are  not  put  down,  and  the  offenders  are  not  brought  to 
punishment,  on  account  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  civil  officers  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  I  ask  you  to  state  whether  you  think  there  is  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  democratic  portion  of  the  community  to  form  a  posse,  at  the  instance  of  a 
radical  sheriff,  in  order  to  put  down  these  disturbances  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  how  that  may  be,  generally,  I  could  not  answer  ;  but  I  know  that 
in  particular  instances  a  great  many  such  men  as  would  form  a  posse,  told  me  they 
"were  perfectly  willing  to  go. 

Question.  To  put  the  question  in  another  form,  so  as  to  get  your  views  fully  upon 
this  point,  I  will  ask  you  whether  there  is  a  sustaining  public  sentiment  to  help  a  radical 
judge  and  sheriff*  to  put  down  these  offenses  and  stop  this  lawlessness  ? 

Ansiver.  In  all  parts  of  the  State  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  And  if  there  were  such  a  sustained  public  sentiment  in  these  disturbed 
localities,  do  you  not  think  the  perpetrators  of  these  acts  of  violence  could  be  arrested 
without  the  interference  of  the  military  authorities  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  have  expressed  the  opinion,  general,  that  if  you  were  an  educated  and 
sworn  officer  of  the  United  States,  you  would  not  consider  it  a  very  great  penalty 
if,  for  violating  that  oath,  you  should  be  deprived  of  your  employment.  I  will  ask  you 
whether  if  a  citizen  of  this  country  yon  would  like  to  be  deprived  of  any  position 
which^he  occupies  without  a  fair  trial  before  a  court  of  justice,  and  a  due  conviction 
according  to  law. 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Whether  with  the  Constitution  of  the  country  to  shield  you,  you  would 
consider  that  you  w^ere  fairly  treated  if  you  w^ere  simply  dismissed  from  your  employ- 
ment, and  rendered  perpetually  ineligible  by  a  bill  of  attainder  and  ex  j^ost  facto  law  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  I  think  not ;  but  whatever  might  be  the  question,  if  its  issue  were 
submitted  to  battle,  I  should  be  prepared  to  abide  by  the  result. 

Question.  That  is,  probably,  what  every  man  has  been  compelled  to  do  ;  but  there  is 
no  issue  of  battle,  as  to  whether  you  should  hold  office  or  not,  and  whether  you  should 
be  rendered  ineligible  or  not ;  the  issue  of  battle  was  not  predicated  upon  that. 

Answer.  But  is  it  not  one  of  the  results  of  that  issue  ? 

Question.  I  do  not  see  that  any  such  results  can  be  drawn  from  it.  I  understand  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  country  says  that  no  man  shall  be  condemned  without  atrial, 
and  I  mean  not  a  trial  by  battle,  but  a  trial  by  the  law,  according*  to  the  forms  of  law, 
and  I  do  not  understand  that  any  of  these  gentlemen  have  been  put  under  disabilities 
for  holding  office  by  reason  of  any  trial  by  law,  but  simply  by  an  act  of  Congress 
which  has  rendered  them  ineligible,  and  when  they  are  thus  disabled  from  participat- 
ing in  the  benefits  of  the  Government,  is  it  reasonable  to  call  upon  them  to  execute 
th^laws  and  maintain  order  when  they  are  not  to  have  the  benefit  of  them  ? 

Answer.  When  they  are  not  to  have  the  benefit  ? 

Question.  No,  sir;  .when* they  are  disabled  by  the  Very  laws  themselves? 

Ansiver.  That  disability  is  temporary  only. 
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Question.  It  remains  for  their  lives  unless  sooner  removed 

Answer,  If  they  choose  to,  they  can  have  it  removed  themselves,  by  their  own  appli- 
cation. 

Questiori.  I  have  not  found  that  to  be  the  experience  of  a  good  many  of  them. 

Answer.  In  reference  to  that  other  question  on  which  I  said  my  stand-point  was 
diiferent  from  theirs  I  will  say,  I  have  no  objection  in  the  world  to  admitting  all  these 
men ;  I  think  it  is  a  hardship  to  deprive  the  people  of  their  best  men,  but  if  the  admis- 
eion  of  these  men  is  to  be  dangerous  to  the  Union,  they  should  be  kept  out. 

Bx  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  this,  was  meant  as  a  measure  of  safety  or  of  pun- 
ishment? 

Answer.  As  a  measure  of  safety.  I  have  always  looked  upon  it  in  that  way ;  safety 
to  the  Union,  and  that  its  life  must  not  again  be  imperiled. 

Question.  It  was  not  intended,  then,  as  a  punishment  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  a  punishment,  in  my  judgment. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Regarded  as  a  punishmenf  do  you  not  think  it  was  the  very  lightest  pen- 
alty that  their  great  crime  admitted  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  the  very  lightest. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  understand  that  you  look  upon  this  matter  as  it  affects  the  State  and 
society,  and  not  as  specially  applicable  to  the  individual  himself;  whereas  it  might  to 
a  man  of  ability,  who  is  able  to  take  care  of  himself,  be  a  very  light  punishment  to 
debar  him  from  office  that  he  did  not  want  ;  yet  to  deprive  the  State  of  the  services  of 
all  of  its  ablest  men,  and  to  intrude  strangers  unknown  to  the  people,  and  mostly 
adventurers,  to  conduct  their  affairs,  is  a  grievance  against  the  whole  body  politic,  and 
not  simply  a  punishment  of  a  few  individuals ;  is  not  that  the  most  objectionable 
asjDcct  in  which  this  policy  is  to  be  viewed  ? 

Ansiver.  I  would  like  to  hear  exactly  the  point  of  that  question  again. 

Question.  The  point  of  the  question  is,  that  the  greatest  grievance  is  not  so  much 
that  of  the  individuals  who  are  deprived  of  the  power  of  holding  office,  as  that  of  the 
State  which  is  deprived  of  the  services  of  its  ablest  and  best  men.  Do  you  not  con- 
ceive it  to  be  so  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  those  men  who  are  excluded  from  office  include  the  whole  of 
the  able  men  in  any  one  of  the  States  at  all ;  they  are  a  very  small  fraction ;  other 
men  in  the  State  are  quite  as  able  who  did  not  happen  to  have  been  in  political  life  or 
to  have  held  conspicuous  positions.  I  do  not  think  it  sets  the  State  back  at  all ;  there 
are  other  men  quite  as  able,  if  the  people  would  elect  them. 

Question.  It  includes  all  who  held  any  State  offices  ? 

Ansiver.  It  includes  all  who  violated  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

Question.  That  is,  all  State  officers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  possible  that  all  the  men  who  have,  in  the  past  history  of  this  "State, 
held  any  office  of  any  consequence  do  not  include  the  largest  portion  of  the  most  able 
and  experienced  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  thought  so. 

Question.  I  think  if  you  will  ponder  the  matter  you  will  come  to  that  conclusion. 

Answer.  It  appeared  to  me  that  the  whole  number  thus  excluded,  over  the  whole 
South,  did  not  amount  to  so  very  many. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Has  not  Congress  been  very  liberal  in  removing  these  political  disabilities 
whenever  these  men,  excluded  by  the  operation  of  the  fourteenth  amendment,  have 
made  application  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Is  there  not  a  sentiment  of  pride  among  this  class  of  persons,  that  as  a 
general  thing  induces  them  to  abstain  from  applying  ;  do  they  not  expect  the  Govern- 
ment to  come  to  them  and  extend  amnesty  voluntarily  to  them  as  if  they  were  a  class 
very  much  wronged  ? 

Answer.  What  their  inferences  may  be  I  cannot  tell,  but  it  is  very  possible  that  yon 
are  right.    That  is  certainly  the  case  ;  they  do  not  aj)ply. 

By  Mr,  Blair  : 
Question.  Might  that  not  arise  from  the  fact  that  they,  not  being  republicans,  have 
no  hope  of  their  ax)plication  being  favorably  considered  ? 
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Ansiver.  There  are  many  instances  where  men  who  were  very  ardent  secessionists 
and  prominent  in  the  confederate  canse  liave  had  their  disabilities  removed. 
Question.  They  have  since  become  republicans  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  some  of  them  have  not. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Was  not  the  present  governor  of  the  State  relieved  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  and  Judge  Goldthwaite  and  Representative  Sloss  were  relieved. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  republican  party  of  this  State  are  very  much  in 
favor  of  the  removal  of  all  political  disabilities  ? 

Answer.  Decidedly  ;  and  I  was  about  to  say  that  a  general  amnesty  would  be  the  very 
best  act  that  could  be  done  whenever  Congress  thinks  it  time  to  do  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Eeaching  up  the  whole  line  to  the  head — the  president  of  the  confederacy  ? 
Answer.  I  think  there  are  certain  exceptions,  which,  even  if  they  are  left  to  the 
people  of  the  South,  they  would  make.    I  think  we  could  very  well  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  have  been  asked,  if  the  civil  authorities  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  would  there  be  any  necessity  for  troops  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  I  ask  if  there 
be  not  localities  where  no  republican,  however  good  an  officer,  could  gain  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  and  especially  the  white  people  of  the*  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  there  are  some  parts  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Then  the  officer,  in  order  to  be  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  must 
enjoy  that  confidence,  must  he  not  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  not  the  efficiency  of  a  public  officer  depend  very  much  on  the  hearty 
support  of  the  public  sentiment  which  surrounds  him  ? 

Answer.  Certainly  it  does. 

Question.  Does  not  the  civil  law  generally  receive  its  strength  from  a  correct  public 
sentiment  in  the  community  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  does. 

Question.  Are  there  not  localities  in  this  State  where,  even  if  an  officer  were  efficient 
and  discharges  his  duty,  there  would  yet  be  a  failure  to  execute  the  law  on  account  of 
the  trouble  in  selecting  jurors  of  which  you  have  spoken  ? 

Answer,  I  think  there  are. 
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APPENDIX  OF  DOCUMENTS  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  TESTIMONY  OF  GEN- 
ERAL S.  W.  CRAWFORD. 

Index  to  civil  documents  for  1869. 

CLASSIFICATION. 

Class  first. — Reports  of  investigations,  &c.,  by  officers,  with  appended  documents. 
Class  second. — Applications  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  &c.,  from  civilians 

Class  first. — Eejports  of  investigations,  ^c,  hy  officers,  with  appended  documents. 


No. 


Date. 


"Writer. 


Purport. 


1869. 
Aug.  11 


Aug.  23 


S.  W.  Crawford,  colo- 
nel Second  Infantry, 
brevet  major  gene- 
ral. 


Lieut.  W.  M.  Wallace, 
United  States  Army. 


Aug. 

Aug. 
Aug. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

24 

26 

27 

1 

2 

26 
14 

Capt.  G.  H.  McLough- 
liu,  Second  United 
States  Infanti'y. 

do 

M.  F.  Gallagher,  lieu- 
tenant Second  In- 
fantry, brevet  cap- 
tain. 

James  Miller,  lieu- 
tenant Second.  In- 
fantry. 

Charles   Keller,  lieu- 
tenant   Second   In- 
fantry. 

do 

Nov. 

do 

Letter  to  Colonel  J.  H.  Taylor,  assistant  adjutant  general,  De- 
partment of  the  South,  forwarding  documents  in  the  case  of 
Dean  lieynolds  (colored)  vs.  Ku-Klux. 

Appended :  Eeport  of  Lieutenant  Keller,  note  from  Judge  Ford, 
affidavit  of  Dean  Reynolds,  and  appeal  of  General  Crawford 
to  the  governor  of  the  State;  also,  his  excellency's  reply 
thereto. 

Reports  regarding  outrage  upon  George  Moore  and  Robert 
Rouudtree,  (colored,)  citizens  of  Alpine,  Georgia. 

Appended :  Affidavits  of  Cynthia  Bryant,  Riena  Barry,  (col- 
ored ;)  statement  of  George  Moore,  (colored,)  affidavit  of 
Joshua  L.  Belote,  (white,)  and  statement  of  John  Hamilton, 
(white.) 

Rejiorts  arrival  of  Henry  Evans,  and  statement  regarding  skir- 
mish between  colored  men  and  Ku-Klux. 

Reports  result  of  investigation  of  disturbances  at  Vienna. 
Reports  regarding  state  of  affairs  in  Greene  County,  Alabama. 


Report  regarding  intimidation  of  voters. 

Appended-.  List  of  registered  colored  voters  and  votes  cast  in 

De  Kalb  County,  Alabama ;  affidavits  of  John  Stewart  and 

^sadas  H.  Davis. 
Letter  transmitting  certificate  of  Judge  Hunnicutt. 
Appended:  Certiiicate  of  Judge  Hunnicutt  certifying  to  the 

fact  that  no  election  was  held  in  precinct  No.  1,  Cleburne 

County,  fifth  congressional  district  of  Alabama,  and  giving 

reason  rendered  by  inspector  therefor. 
Reports  the  murder  of  a  negro,  and  measures  taken  to  arrest 

the  murderers. 
Reports  outrage  perpetrated  by  disguised  men. 


Class  second. — Applications  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  <f'C.,  from  dvilia7is. 


:n^o.. 


Date. 


Nature  and  purport  of  communication. 


1 

2 
3 

1869. 
June  15 
June  15 
July     7 

4 
5 
6 

7 

July  12 
July  22 
July  24 
July  29 

8 
9 
10 
11 

12 

July  30 
Aug.    4 
Aug.    4 
Aug.    7 
Aug.  18 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

Aug.  25 
Aug.  26 
Sept.    1 
Sept.    2 
Sept.  18 

^ 

Sept.  20 

19 
20 
21 

Sept.  22 
Sept.  25 
Oct.    .27 

Affidavit  of  Diona  Williams  concerning  Kii-Klux  outrage. 

Affidavit  of  G.  Cornelious  concerning  Ku-Klux  taking  arms,  &c. 

Letter  of  L.  M.  Douglas,  judge  of  probate,  requesting  that  troops  be  sent  to  certain  lo- 
calities ;  states  that  the  civil  authorities  are  unable  to  preserve  the  peace. 

Affidavit  of  Daniel  Vix  concerning  attack  on  his  house. 

Statement  of  Deputy  Sheriff  Joseph  Lee  concerning  outrages  in  Lawrence  County. 

Affidavit  of  J.  Sauford  concerning  the  murder  of  Lewis  Campbell  by  disguised  .men. 

Letter  of  J.  P.  Doyle,  sheriff  of  Madison  County,  asking  for  military  aid  to  arrest  cer- 
tain murderers,  &c. 

Mulligan,  E.  M.,  makes  affidavit  regarding  Ku-Klux  outrage. 

Affidavit  of  Mary  Campbell  concerning  the  murder  of  her  husband. 

Letter  of  Captain  G.  II.  McLoughlin  inclosing  affidavit  of  Isham  Henry. 

Affidavit  of  Samuel  Mastin  concerning  robbery  by  Ku-Klux. 

AfHdavit  of  Moses  B.  Sullivan,  minister',  concerning  ill-treatment  received  from  Ku- 
Klux.     [See  testimony  of  A.  S.  Lakin.] 

Affidavit  of  Henry  Rivers  regarding  his  being  shot  by  Benjamin  Evans. 

Affidavit  of  W.  C.  Stephens  concerning  attempt  to  arrest  W.  M.  Evans  and  others. 

Affidavit  of  W.  Meeks  concerning  forcible  entry  of  his  house  by  Ku-Klux. 

Affidavit  of  J.  White  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrage. 

Petition  of  thirty-four  citizens  of  Vienna  for  military  protection  for  themselves  and 
property. 

Petition  of  W.  R.  Hunnicutt,  judge  of  probate,  and  twelve  other  citizens  of  Cleburne 
Countj^,  Alabama,  for  military  protection. 

Letter  of  Robert  Feam  requesting  military  protection  for  Yienna  district. 

Affidavit  of  J.  Leslie  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrages. 

Affidavit  of  William  Blair  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrages. 
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Instimctiom  hy  Genci^al  Terry  to  General  Crawford. 

Headquarters  Department  op  the  South, 

Atlanta,  Georgia,  June  12,  1869. 
General  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  tlie  lOth  instant,  inclosing  letter  from 
the  probate  judge  of  Madison  County,  Alabama,  I  am  instructed  by  tlie  department 
commander  to  inform  you  that  whenever  proper  application  for  assistance  or  protection 
in  the  execution  of  any  writ  or  process  of  law  is  made  upon  you  by  any  officer  charged 
with  its  enforcement,  such  as  sheriff,  bailiff,  or  constable,  you  will  grant  it,  in  the  sense 
and  by  the  means  indicated  in  general  instructions  heretofore  furnished  for  your  guid- 
ance, reporting  the  circumstances  in  each  case,  with  your  action  thereon,  to  these  head- 
quarters. You  are  further  authorized,  when  in  your  judgment  it  may  be  deemed  ad- 
visable, to  communicate  direct  with  the  governor  of  Alabama  in  matters  pertaining  to 
the  execution  of  the  laws  requiring  the  action  of  the  military  authorities. 
Very  respectfully,  vour  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General, 
Brevet  Major  General  S.  W.  Crawford, 

Colonel  Second  United  States  Infantry, 

Commanding  Post  of  Huntsville,  Huntsville,  Alabama. 


[No.  l.~Class  first,  1869.] 

Headquarters  Post  of  Huntsville,  Alabama, 

August  11,  1869. 
Colonel  :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  report  from  the  officer  in  command 
at  Somerville,  Morgan  County ;  also  communication  of  Judge  Ford  in  regard  to  the 
execution  of  warrants.    It  is  but  a  sample  of  the  manner  in  which  justice  is  meted 
out  in  this  section. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CEAWFORD, 
Brevet  Major  General,  Commanding. 
Colonel  Jos.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Somerville,  Alabama,  August  7, 1869. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  investigated  the  matter  contained  in 
inclosed  communication,  as  to  delay,  and  find  the  facts  as  follows :  The  warrants  were 
executed  on  the  same  day  (August  2)  that  Judge  Ford's  note  was  written,  and  long 
before  the  mail  left  this  place  for  Huntsville.  The  prosecutor,  Mr.  RaynoldS,  was  at  the 
court  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  instant,  and  the  judge  stated  that  the  warrants  had 
not  been  executed,  and  there  would  be  no  trial,  or  words  to  that  effect,  whereupon  the 
prosecutor  left  for  home ;  not  more  than  an  hour  thereafter  the  prisoners  were  brought 
in  before  the  court,  and  the  judge  discharged  them,  stating,  as  a  reason,  that  there  was 
Qo  prosecutor,  when,  upon  his  (the  judge's)  own  statement,  the  prosecutor  had  left  for 
home,  and  there  was  not  even  an  attorney  appointed  by  the  court  to  represent  the 
State.  From  what  I  can  learn,  it  was  premeditated,  or  at  least  it  looks  so,  and  makes 
the  inclosed  note  of  Judge  Ford's  a  prevarication  and  the  law  a  nullity. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  KELLER,  Jr., 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry, 
Lieutenant  James  Ulio, 

Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


Somerville,  Alabama,  August  2, 1869. 
Dear  Sir  :  The  sheriff  has  not  executed  the  warrants  as  yet ;  and  if  he  should,  I  will 
75  a  r-  t 
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bind  them  over  to  the  circuit  court;  and  if  he  fails  to  get  them,  Dean  Reynolds  had 
better  come  before  the  grand  jury. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

JONATHAN  FORD. 
Mr.  John  H.  Wagee. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant 


State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison  : 

On  this  5th  day  of  August,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  rae,  a  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid.  Dean  Reynolds,  late  of  Morgan  County, 
but  now  living  in  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes 
and  says  that  on  or  about  the  I5th  of  January,  1869,  on  Saturday  night,  between 
the  hours  of  10  and  11  o'clock,  I  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  hearing  knocks  against  the 
door  of  my  house,  which  is  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Henry  Davis,  four  miles  below 
Whitesburgh,  south  side  of  Tennessee  River,  in  the  county  of  Morgan,  State  of  Ala- 
bama, and  voices  saying,  ''  God  damn  you,  get  up  and  open  this  door ;"  I  said,  "  Who  is 
there  f  some  one  replied,  "  By  God,  wo  are  just  from  hell ;  get'up  and  open  the  door."  I 
said,  ^' No  one  who  goes  to  hell  ever  returns  back  again ;"  the  voice  said,  ''By  God,  we 
have  come  out  of  the  moon  to-night,  and  are  come  to  kill  you ;"  then  they  tried  to 
burst  the  door  open.  I  put  a  prop  against  it,  and'  then  they  knocked  down  some  boards 
which  were  nailed  over  a  window,  and  came  into  my  house  that  way;  five  men  dis- 
guised ;  their  faces  were  covered  with  masks  of  different  colors.  One  of  the  men 
caught  me  by  my  shirt  collar,  saying,  '^  God  damn  you,  whatever  you  are^oing  to  do, 
do  it  now.^^  I  knocked  him  down  with  my  fist ;  then  another  man  jumped  on  me,  put- 
ting his  arms  around  me  trying  to  throw  me  down,  but  I  threw  him  down  ;  whil«  I  had 
these  two  men  down  two  others,  with  guns  in  their  hands,  which  they  used  as  clubs, 
struck  me  over  the  head  with  them.  I  saw  the  blows  coming,  and  raised  my  right  arm 
to  defend  my  head,  and  the  blows  broke  my  arm  above  the  wrist,  and«my  head  was 
cut  by  the  blow.  I  hollowed  murder ;  then  they  hollowed  out,  "  Kill  him,  kill  him," 
and  one  of  the  other  men  came  up  saying,  "  Is  he  dead  ?"  The  others  said, "  No  ;"  he  tlien 
struck  at  me  with  his  gun ;  I  then  raised  my  left  armiip  to  defend  mj  head  ;  the  blow 
broke  my  arm  in  two  places  above  the  w^rist  ;  this  w^as  done  by  the  third  man  with 
his  gun;  one  of  the  party  said,  "  Is  he  dead?"  another  said  "No;"  the  first  one 
said,  "  Let  us  kill  him,"  and  the  second  said, "  Come,  let  us  go ;  it  will  betray  us  ;"  and 
the  one  vrho  had  spoken  first,  saying,  "Let's  kill  him,"  struck  me  in  the  side  with  his 
gun,  knocking  me  over ;  they  then  left.  In  the  fight  I  tore  the  masks  oif  the  faces  of 
three  of  the  men,  and  I  recognized  Davis  Bell  as  being  the  first  man  who  attacked  me, 
David  Teny  as  the  second  man  w^ho  did  so,  trying  to  throw  me  down.  John  Moore 
and  Tom  Travis  struck  me  over  the  head  with  their  guns,  breaking  my  right  arm,  at 
the  same  time  the  masks  had  fallen  off  their  faces.  George  Sisscomb  is  the  one  that 
struck  me  over  the  head  and  broke  my  left  arm ;  in  doing  this  his  mask  fell  off  of  his 
face,  and  I  recognized  him  as  well  as  the  rest  of  them  ;  they  all  live  in  the  neighbor- 
hood. My  wife  ran  out  of  the  house  crying  murder,  and  Frank  Dunlap,  who  was  hold- 
ing his  horse,  which  is  cream -colored,  and  guarding  the  horses  for  the  other  men, 
struck  my  wife  over  the  head  with  his  gun,  knocking  her  down,  and  hurt  her  verjf 
badly.  He  did  not  have  on  any  mask.  I  was  in  bed  for  over  twelve  weeks  from  tht 
injuries  received  that  night,  and  am  unable  to  do  work  even  at  this  day,  and  I  am  in  d 
destitute  condition,  being  compelled  to  leave  that  neighborhood,  and  my  crops  to  th( 
mercy  of  these  men.  I  further  swear  that  I  had  been  warned  by  many  persons  thai 
these  men  had  threatened  my  life,  and  it  was  not  safe  for  me  to  stay  there ;  but 
staid,  hoping  to  get  my  crops  gathered  and  sold  so  as  to  leave  there.  I  am  a  preachei 
and  preached  in  that  community ;  had  been  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  a 
a  sojdier ;  that,  they  said,  was  the  reason  they  were  going  to  kill  me. 

his 
DEAN  +  REYNOLDS. 
mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1869,  and  I  hereb 
certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  was  carefully  read  to  the  affiant  before  signing  h 
name  by  making  his  mark. 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

CHerh  Circuit  Court. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original  forwarded  to  headquarters  Department  of  South. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brevet  Major  General, 
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Headquarters  Post  of  Huntsville, 

Alabama,  August  19, 1869. 
Governor:  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  excellency  a  communica- 
tion from  one  of  my  officers  at  Somerville,  Morgan  County. 

It  is  extremely  desirable  that  the  perpetrators  of  the  attack  upon  Reynolds  should 
be  re-arrested,  and  brought  to  justice.  Reynolds  is  here,  and  I  can  and  will  send  him 
to  testify  in  the  case.  I  have  no  power  to  interfere  or  I  should  certainly  do  so.  The 
civil  officers  should  be  forced  to  do  their  duty.  Not  one  of  these  disguised  assassins 
has  ever  been  brought  to  justice. 

I  hope,  if  you  have  the  authority,  that  you  will  direct  the  re-arrest  and  examination 
of  these  men. 

With  great  respect,  I  am  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brevet  Major  General,  Commanding, 
His  Excellency  Governor  Wm.  H.  Smith, 

Montgomery,  Alabama. 
A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Fost  Adjutant 


Executive  Department,  State  of  Alabama, 

Montgomery,  August  26,  1869. 
General  :  By  direction  of  the  governor  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  commu- 
nication of  the  'l9th  instant,  with  inclosures  in  regard  to  lawlessness  in  Morgan  County. 
The  governor  directs  me  to  express  to  you  his  sincere  thanks  for  the  information  you  so 
kindly  furnish  upon  this  subject. 

Official  communications  will  be  immediately  sent  to  the  proper  civil  officers  in 
Morgan  County,  in  which  they  will  be  peremptorily  directed  to  employ  all  lawful  means 
in  their  power  to  bring  offenders  to  justice  and  take  all  needful  precautions  to  preserve 
life  and  property  in  the  future. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  L.  DALTON, 

Govmmor^s  Secretary, 
Brevet  Major  General  S.  W.  Crawford, 

Huntsville,  Alabama, 


[No.  S.—CIass  first,  1869.] 

Headquarters  Detachment  Second  Infantry, 

Cam^  near  Alpine,  Georgia,  August  23,  1869. 
giR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  made  every  effort  to  ascertain  the  facts 
relative  to  the  alleged  outrage  committed  upon  the  persons  and  proj)erty  of  George 
Moore  and  Robert  Roundtree,  colored,  who  lived  at  this  place. 

It  would  appear,  by  the  testimony  obtained,  that  Moore^s report  was  much  exaggerated; 
it  is  possible,  however,  that  the  witnesses  examined  by  me  have  been  tampered  with. 
George  Moore's  property  amounts  to  fifteen  hogs  and  one  cow.  His  part  of  the  crop 
will  be  worth  about  $40.  George  Moore  and  Robert  Roundtree  left  their  property 
with  Mr.  Belote  to  be  disposed  of  by  him ;  they  were  working  his  land  on  the  share 
system.  Inclosed  please  find  affidavits  of  Cynthia  Bryant,  Rina  Barry,  and  J.  S. 
Belote,  with  also  Moore's  statement. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  WALLACE, 
First  Lieutenant  United  States  Infantry,  Commanding  Detachment, 
Lieutenant  John  Ulio, 

Second  United  States  Infantry,  Adjutant  Post  of  Huntsville,  Alabama, 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  the  inclosed  statement  of  John  Hamilton. 
He  sent  me  word  that  he  knew  something  about  Moore's  case,  but  was  afraid  to  see 
me.#   I  directed  him  to  communicate  through  Smith,  which  he  has  done. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILtER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Fost  Adjutant. 
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Cynthia  Bryant,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  as  follows : 

I  was  staying  at  George  Moore^s  house  on  the  night  of  the  31st  of  July.  I  slept  in 
the  bed  with  Aunt  Rina  Barry;  at  about  midnight  I  was  waked  up  by  hearing  knock- 
ing at  the  door ;  the  door  was  knocked  down.  Then  one  man  asked  George  if  he  was 
Roundtree  ;  he  told  them  his  name  was  George  Moore;  they  then  made  him  go  out, 
and  I  heard  them  whip  him ;  then  they  asked  him  who  he  voted  for;  he  told  them 
Grant,  and  they  cursed  him  and  told  him  to  shut  the  door ;  then  they  made  him  open 
it,  and  made  George  show  them  the  way  to  Roundtree's.  The  men  did  not  trouble  me 
nor  Aunt  Rina,  only  one  of  them  sat  on  the  bed  and  asked  who  was  in  bed  with  me. 
I  told  them,  and  they  went  away.  We  were  not  troubled  any  more.  About  a  week 
after  this  occurred,  George  Moore,  his  wife,  and  Roundtree  went  off  to  Rome. 

her 

CYNTHIA  -f  BRYANT. 

mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  August,  1869. 

JAMES  McCULLOUGH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace, 

A  true  copy: 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  lAeiitenant  Second  Infantry ,  Post  Adjutant, 


Statement  of  George  Moore,  (colored.) 

I  live  near  Alpine,  Cherokee  County,  Alabama.  On  the  night  of  the  31st  July  last, 
about  forty  disguised  white  men  came  to  my  house.  They  knocked  at  the  door,  and 
receiving  no  reply,  they  bursted  the  door  open  with  rails.  They  then  ordered  me  out, 
and  after  coming  out,  struck  me  over  the  head  with  a  pistol.  They  then  ordered  me 
to  deliver  up  my  weapons.  I  gave  them  a  gun  I  had  in  the  house.  They  then  made 
me  kneel,  and  beat  me  with  a  peach-tree  branch  ;  they  then  drove  me  up  and  down  the 
road  before  their  horses.  I  was  afterward  struck  over  the  eye  and  knocked  down. 
Four  men  then  guarded  me  while  others  went  in  and  ravished  a  young  girl  (Cynthia 
Bryant,  aged  seventeen)  who  was  visiting  my  wife.  They  then  ordered  my  wife  "out  to 
gratify  their  passions,  and  she  escaped  by  stating  that  she  was  just  recovering  from  a 
miscarriage.  They  also  burst  open  the  house  of  my  neighbor,  Robert  Roundtree,  struck 
him  with  a  pistol,  kicked  him,  and  jabbed  him  in  the  eye  with  muzzle  of  a  pistol.  He 
attempted  to  escape  by  running,  and  they  shot  him  through  the  thigh  ;  they  also  shot 
one  of  his  cattle.  The  cause  of  this  treatment,  they  said,  was  that  we  voted  the  rad- 
ical ticket.  I  have  eighteen  head  of  stock,  and  twenty  acres  of  corn,  cotton,  and  po- 
tatoes, which  I  cannot  go  back  to  recover. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
Mrst  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


Rina  Barry,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  as  follows : 

I  am  the  mother  of  George  Moore,  and  was  living  at  his  house  on  the  Slst  day  of 
July,  1869.  On  the  night  of  that  day  the  occupants  of  the  house  were,  George 
Moore,  his  wife,  Cynthia  Bryant  Leatti,  and  myself.  Cynthia  slept  in  the  bed 
with  me.  Between  the  hours  of  midnight  and  day,  a  party  of  men,  I  don't  know  how 
many,  come  to  our  house,  knocked,  and  called  for  the  door  to  be  opened.  George  did 
not  open  it  quick  enough ;  they  got  a  rail  and  knocked  the  door  down ;  two  of  the 
men  came  in  and  told  me  to  make  up  a  light.  Moore's  wife  made  the  light  up.  They 
then  told  George  to  go  out ;  I  heard  them  ask  George  where  Roundtree  lived,  then  one 
said,  ^'  God  damn  him,  he  don't  want  to  tell,"  and  he  then  hit  him  several  licks.  Af- 
,  terwards  two  of  the  men  came  to  the  bed  where  me  and  Cynthia  was,  and  one  of  them 
asked  Cynthia  who  was  in  the  bed  with  her;  she  told  them  Aunt  Rina  Barry;  then 
they  said  to  me,  ^'  Who  is  that  ?"  I  told  them,  and  they  left ;  we  were  not  troubled 
any  more.  The  next  day  I  saw  Roundtree  ;  he  told  me  the  men  had  befen  to  his  house, 
knocked  the  door  down,  and  called  him  out ;  they  had  got  a  stick.to  whip  him  with, 
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"but  he  saw  a  chance  to  run,  and  made  off;  ^hey  fired  at  him,  and  he  thought  he  was 
shot,  but  I  saw  the  pants  he  had  on  at  the  time,  and  there  was  no  hole  in  them. 

her 
RINA  -f  BARRY. 

mark. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  August,  1869. 

JAMES  McCULLOUGH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry^  Post  Adjutant 


Joshua  L.  Belote,  being  duly  sworn,  testifies  as  follows : 

I  live  near  Alpine,  Cherokee  County,  Alabama.  George  Moore  (colored)  and  Bob 
Roundtree  (colored)  did  live  on  my  place.  On  the  night  of  the  31st  of  July  I  was 
awakened  about  12  o'clock  by  a  noise,  as  of  guns  firing.  Soon  afterwards  Sarah  Round- 
tree  came  to  my  house  and  begged  to  be  admitted,  saying,  "  They  are  trying  to  kill  my 
husband,'^  at  the  same  time  I  heard  men  about  the  kitchen,  calling  out,  "Get  up,  old 
man."  Soon  afterward  they  left.  I  did  not  get  up.  On  the  following  day  I  saw  both 
Roundtree  and  Moore.  They  told  me  that  the  night  before  the  Ku-Klux  had  been  at 
their  house.  Moore  said  that  they  had  whipped  him,  but  did  not  hurt  him  ;  they  then 
told  Moore,  after  whipping  him,  that  he  was  not  the  man  they  were  after.  Roundtree 
said  that  they  came  to  his  house,  called  him  out,  and  asked  for  a  rope.  He  saw  that 
they  had  a  rope.  He  thought  they  were  going  tp  hang  him,  and  concluded  to  risk  run- 
ning. He  ran,  and  they  fired  upon  him,  and  he  said  they  hit  him  in  the  thigh.  I  did 
not  examine  him,  but  don't  think  he  walked  lame.  I  did  not  hear  either  of  the  boys 
say  how  many  men  there  were. 

JOSHUA  L.  BELOTE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  August,  1869. 

JAMES  McCULLOUGH, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 
A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
^irst  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


Broomtown,  Alabama,  August  29, 1869. 
Lieutenant— Sm :  I  learn  through  my  friend,  J.  S.  Smith,  that  you  wanted  him  to 
see  me  concerning  the  way  the  Ku-Klux  had  been  cutting  up.  All  the  information  I 
can  give  is  what  I  got  from  the  blacks  Tuesday  after  they  were  abused  on  Saturday 
night.  I  had  a  conversation  with  Reaner ;  she  told  me  that  some  disguised  men  came 
there  in  the  night,  and  ordered  them  to  open  the  door,  and  before  she  could  get  her 
son  George  awake,  they  bursted  down  the  door,  and  some  came  in  and  others  sur- 
rounded the  house;  and  they  took  George  out  and  gave  him  somewhere  from  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  lashes,  and  one  came  to  the  bed  where  she  and  a  neighbor  woman  were 
sleeping,  and  wanted  to  get  in  bed  with  them,  and  they  refused  him,  but  he  said  if  the 
girl  that  was  in  bed  with  Reaner  did  not  submit  to  him,  he  would  shoot  her,  and  had  a 
gun  in  his  hand.  The  girl  commenced  crying,  and  said  she  did  not  want  to  die ;  and 
then  he  set  his  gun  down  by  the  bed  and  stripped  off  the  cover  and  got  on  the  girl  in  bed 
with  Reaner ;  and  some  of  the  rest  tried  to  get  George's  wife  out  doors  to  some  of  the 
other  men  and  let  them  have  to  do  with  her,  or  they  would  whij)  her  nearly  to  death. 
She  told  them  that  she  had  just  miscarried,  and  couldn't.  They  then  took  one  of 
George's  children  up  by  the  heels  and  dragged  it  over  the  floor,  bumping  its  head,  and 
said  it  would  make  good  pot  of  soup  ;  and  then  knocked  George  down  and  left.  They 
went  some  three  or  four  hundred  yards,  to  Robert  Roundtree's,  and  broke  down  his 
door  and  ordered  him  up.  It  frightened  him  till  he  broke  to  run.  They  shot  J^fteen 
or  twenty  rounds,  slightly  wounding  him  in  the  thigh,  then  took  off  his  gun  and  a 
fine  hat.  This  was  all  J.  L.  Belote's,  or  on  his  lands,  on  Saturday  night  before  the  con- 
gressional election.  On  Monday  night  there  were  some  fifty  or  sixty  at  the  foundery, 
and  sl*ot  one  colored  man  there.  The  doctors  said  he  would  be  bormd  to  die,  but  he  is 
yet  alive.  The  hall  is  lodged  against  his  neck  vein.  Now  this  about  all  the  informa- 
tion I  can  give  you.  I  got  my  information  from  Reaner  Barry  (colored)  then,  but  I 
learn  she  has  since  married  Asten  Belote  ;  also  from  George  Moore,  her  son,  that  they 
whipped  and  knocked  him  down.    I  learn  from  Squire  Alexander,  that  he  went  and 
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investigated  the  case,  but  when  I  saw  Reaner  and  George,  and  some  other  colored 
folks,  I  told  them  not  to  tell  anything,  nnless  it  was  to  some  one  of  the  republican 
party,  and  they  told  me  they  would  not.  I  told  them  if  they  told  what  had  taken 
place,  they  might  kill  some  of  them.  I  also  told  Reaner  she  had  better  not  tell  any- 
body else,  for  the  most  of  the  people,  if  they  did  not  belong  to  the  party,  they  seem  to 
favor  it.  If  they  have  not  stated  to  you  just  as  I  have,  I  have  no  doubt  but  what  it 
is  from  the  caution  I  gave  them  as  a  friend. 

There  was  a  meeting  in  the  settlement  of  where  I  live  the  very  day  this  devilment 
was  done  at  night,  and  several  of  my  neighbors  were  gone,  but  whether  that  was 
what  the  meeting  wjaa  for,  I  ain't  able  to  say.  Now,  sir,  having  all  confidence  in  my 
friend  Smith,  I  write  this  to  you  in  confidence  that  you  will  not  reveal  my  name.  I 
have  been  called  all  the  hard  things  that  a  poor  man  ever  did  hear,  and  have  been 
nearly  murdered  by  a  crowd  holding  me  and  cutting  me  with  their  knives.  I  would 
have  come  to  see  you  before  now,  but  I  would  be  in  danger  of  my  life  if  it  was  known. 

You  will  do  me  the  favor  to  not  let  any  one  know  that  I  wrote  you.  If  there  is  any- 
thing more  you  wish  to  know  from  me  at  any  time,  please  send  me  J.  S.  Smith,  for  he 
is  a  tried  friend. 

I  would  like  very  much  to  see  you  if  I  could. 
Yours  truly,  evermore, 

JOHN  HAMILTON. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry j  Post  Adjutant, 


[No.  3.— Class  first,  1869.] 

Headquarters  Camp  at  McClung's  Springs, 

August  24,  1869—9  o^clock  a.  m 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  John  Henry  Evans  has  this  moment  arrived  in 
camp,  and  reports  that  he  had  to  fly  yesterday  from  Wild  Goat  Cove,  said  to  be  dis- 
tant from  here  about  twelve  miles,  and  five  miles  from  Vienna  ;  that  Willis  Stevens,  a 
white  man,  had  a  company  of  about  thirty- four  colored  men  ;  that  he  had  a  skirmish 
with  some  white  men,  who  call  themselves  Ku-Klux  Klan ;  one  of  the  white  men, 
Willis  Monroe  Evans,  was  killed,  one  colored  man,  Henry  Rivers,  wounded,  and  the 
fight  was  still  going  ou  when  Evans  left.  The  man  who  was  killed  was  brother  of  the 
man  who  carried  the  news,  and  from  what  I  can  learn  he  also  belongs  to  the  Ku-Klux 
Klan,  and  Stevens  is  after  him.  They  sent  to  me  for  assistance ;  I  await  the  general's 
instructions  in  the  case. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Brevet  Major,  U.  S,  A.,  Commanding  Camp, 
Lieutentant  James  Ulio, 

Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

P.  S. — I  sent  the  man  back  with  instructions  that  if  the  disturbance  was  not  quelled, 
to  let  me  know  by  courier. 

G.  H.  McL.,  Captain. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


LNo.  4.— Class  first,  1869.] 

Headquarters,  Camp  at  McClung's  Springs, 
Thirteen  miles  southeast  of  Huntsville,  Alahama,  August  26,  1869. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  about  3  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  in- 
stant I  received  General  Crawford's  note  directing  me  to  go  to  the  vicinity  of  Vienna, 
and  quell  the  disturbance,  if  any  existed  there,  and  make  reports  of  the  facts,  &c. 
Most  daylight  same  day  I  started  to  Viepna  with  two  officers  and  fifty  men.  I  arrived 
at  Vienna  about  9  o'clock  a.  m.;  the  inhabitants  of  which  were  in  a  ferment,  as  the 
two  Evanses  were  reported  about  two  miles  distant  from  the  town,  and  had  threatened 
to  burn  it  up.  So  soon  as  I  arrived  at  Vienna,  about  half  a  dozen  of  the  inhabitants 
mounted  and  followed  the  desperadoes — driving  them  from  Madison  County  to  the 
mountains  of  Marshall  County,  where  they  came  from.     I  went  to  Wild  Goat  Cove, 
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about  nine  miles  distant  from  Vienna,  where  the  disturbance  originated.    I  inclose  you 
the  result  of  my  labors.    I  returned  to  camp  about  11  o'clock  to-day,  the  26th  of  June, 
1869,  having  traveled  with  my  men  nearly  forty  miles  in  thirty  hours. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry^  Bi-evet-Mojor,  U.  JS.  A.^  Commanding  Camp, 

Lieufcenant  James  Ulio, 

Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post-Adjutant, 


[No.  5.— Class  first,  1869.  J 

Huntsville,  Alabama,  August  27,  1869. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  instructions  from 
the  commanding  officer,  post  of  Huntsville,  I  proceeded  to  Eutaw  and  other  points  in 
Greene  County,  Alabama,  to  investigate  the  condition  of  affairs,  and  report  as  to  the 
necessity  of  stationing  troops  in  that  section,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following  re- 
sult of  my  observations : 

I  found  considerable  excitement  existing  among  all  classes  of  citizens,  and  a  bitter 
spirit  of  hostility  prevailing  against  all  white  and  colored  citizens  who  voted  the  re- 
publican ticket  throughout  the  several  counties.  I  traversed  en  route  to  Greene.  This 
feeling  of  enmity  against  republicans  has  been  greatly  increased  and  embittered  by  the 
result  of  the  recent  election,  and  in  lieu  of  the  calm  which  usually  succeeds  these  occa- 
sions of  political  excitement,  I  found  the  majority  of  the  Avhite  people  encouraging, 
tacitly,  by  their  lethargy  and  feeble  condemnation,  the  lawless  spirit  ihat  prevails,  and 
pursuing  an  unjust  system  of  proscription  against  the  freedmen,  who  differ  with  them 
politically.  The  majority  of  these  outrages  are  perpetrated  upon  the  more  industrious 
and  intelligent  freedmen  of  the  county,  and  evince  a  determination  to  prevent  the 
prosperity  of  this  race,  and  eventually  crush  out  entirely  this  class,  in  order  that  the 
larger  number  of  ignorant  freedmen  may  be  more  completely  controlled  by  the  whites. 

The  civil  authorities  of  the  several  counties  through  which  I  traveled  have  done 
very  little  towards  bringing  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages  to  justice,  and  are  pas- 
sive, through  policy  or  intimidation.  Some  instances  were  related  to  me  by  Hon. 
Charles  Hays,  M.  C.  fourth  district,  and  other  gentlemen  of  Greene  County,  where 
freedmen  had  endeavored  to  indict  white  men  for  assaults,  &c. ;  but  the  latter  had, 
without  difficulty,  proven  an  alibi,  and  then  arrested  the  complaining  freedmen  for  per- 
jury, and  thrown  them  into  prison,  to  languish  for  months,  until  the  proper  courts 
could  investigate  the  charge.  Such  justice  deters  the  freedmen  from  complaining,  and 
places  them  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  unscrupulous  men,  and  in  districts  where  the 
blacks  predominate,  as  in  Greene  County,  these  deleterious  practices  must,  sooner  or 
later,  arouse  the  dormant  sensibilities  of  this  race,  and  they  will  cease  to  liear  this 
burden  of  injustice  and  oppression,  with  the  patient  endurance  which  now  character- 
izes them  ;  and  though  I  consider  affairs  in  Greene  much  more  satisfactory  than  in  the 
adjoining  counties,  and  believe  the  civil  officers  are  desirous  of  protecting  all  in  their 
rights,  regardless  of  race  or  color,  I  would  recommend  that  a  company  of  troops  be 
stationed  at  Eutaw,  to  aid  them  in  accomplishing  this,  and  prevent  the  x>ossibility  of 
outbreaks  between  the  races,  which  are  inevitable  as  matters  now  stand. 
I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  FEANK  GALLAGHER, 
Brevet  Captain,  U.  S.  A,,  Second  Lieutenant,  Second  Infanti*y» 

Lieutenant  James  Ulio, 

Post  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry, 


[No.  e.—Class  first,  1869.1 
Lebanon,  DeKalb  County  Alabama,  Octoher  1, 1869. 
Sib:  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  communciation  of  the  20th, 
and  in  completion  of  my  report  of  the  29th,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following : 
A  copy  o£^wo  affidavits  regarding  the  use  of  threatening  and  intimidating  language,  in 
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regard  to  colored  voters,  is  inclosed,  (marked  A.)  Of  themselves  they  may  not  be  impor- 
tant, but  taking  into  account  the  position  of  the  person  who  recommended  that  the  ne- 
groes should  not  be  allowed  to  vote,  the  time  and  place  when  spoken,  and  the  fact  of  Dox's 
recommendation,  and  the  promise  of  his  adherents  that  it  should  be  complied  with, 
were  carried  out,  they  become  decisive  of  this  point :  That  so  far  from  these  utter- 
ances and  acts  being  those  of  a  few  ignorant  and  lawless  men,  for  which  no  party  they 
might  attach  themselves  to  would  be  justly  held  responsible,  they  were  the  results 
of  a  settled  policy,  advocated  and  encouraged  by  the  representative  men  of  the 
party. 

The  conversation  alluded  to  in  the  affidavit  was  held  in  a  portion  of  the  county 
known  as  '^  Langford^s  beat,"  district  No.  9.  In  this  district  there  were  eleven  colored 
voters  registered ;  not  one  of  them  voted. 

In  the  entire  county  there  are  seventy-two  colored  voters ;  of  this  number  thirty- 
eight  voted,  or  little  more  than  half.     (See  document  B.) 

Of  these  thirty-eight  votes,  nineteen  were  cast  at  Lebanon,  and  were  all  republican. 
In  the  other  thirteen  districts  only  nineteen  votes  (colored)  were  cast  altogether,  and 
of  these  a  large  proportion  were  for  Dox,  the  democratic'  candidate.  The  reason  for 
this  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  Lebanon  was  strongly  republican,  and  it  was  known 
that  the  republicans  of  the  village  and  vicinity  had  organized  and  armed,  to  i^ut  down, 
with  a  strong  hand,  any  attempt  at  the  intiniidation  of  voters  upon  the  day  of  elec- 
tion. 

It  may  be  as  well  for  me  to  state  that  the  person  by  the  name  of  Dox,  alluded  to  in 
the  affidavits,  was  the  democratic  candidate  for  district  judge. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenanij  Second  United  States  Infantry. 

Lieutenant  S.  R.  Crumbaugh, 

Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant,  JSuntsville. 


State  of  Alabama,  De  Kalh  County  : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  A.  J.  Horton,  judge  of  probate  in  and  for  said  State 
and  county,  John  S.  Stewart,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  sometime 
in  the  latter  part  of  July,  or  the  first  of  August,  1869,  at  the  Gibson  meeting-house,  in 
said  county,  he,  the  sai^  Stewart,  heard  P.  M.  Dox  say  to  a  small  squad  of  so-called 
democrats  that  if  he  (Dox)  were  them,  the  negroes  should  not  vote. 

his 
JOHN  -f  STEWART. 
mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  8th  day  of  September,  1869. 

A.  J.  HORTON, 

Judge  of  Probate. 

Isadas,  H.  Davis,  the  same  day,  at  a  diffi^rent  place,  heard  Dox  make  the  same  remarks 
as  sworn  to  by  Stewart,  and  a  number  of  the  people  to  whom  his  remarks  were 
addressed  replied,  "No ;  they"  (the  negroes)  "  shan't  vote  about  here.'' 

his 
ISADAS  +  H.  DAVIS. 
mark. 

Sworn  to  the  8th  of  September,  1869,  before  me. 

A.  J.  HORTON, 

Judge  of  Probate, 
A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
Lieutenant^  Second  Infantry. 


B. 

lAst  of  the  colored  registered  voters  in  different  districts  in  De  KaTb  County. 

District  No.   5 5 

District  No.    6 g 

District  No.   7  (Lebanon) 14 
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District  No.   8 3 

District  No.   9  (Langford^s  beat) 11 

District  No.  10 6 

District  No.  11 10 

District  No,  12 8 

District  No.  13 3 

District  No.  14 2 

District  No.  19 2 

Total  registered  voters - 72 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  votes  polled  in  different  districts  in  said  county : 

District  No.   5 4 

District  No.   6 11 

District  No.   7  (Lebanon) - 19 

District  No.   8 2 

District  No.  12 2 

Total  colored  vote  as  cast  in  different  districts 38 

Given  under  my  hand  this  1st  day  of  October,  1869. 

A.  J.  HORTON, 

Judge  of  Prolate, 


[No.  7.— Class  first,  1869.] 

Camp  Detachment  Second  Infantry, 
Edivardsville,  CWburne  County,  Alabama,  October  2,  1869. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  certificate  of  Judge  Hunnicutt,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  communication  of  the  20th  of  September,  1869,  which  is  the  only 
reliable  information  on  the  subject  of  threats  that  are  known  here,  although  reports 
say  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  riding  on  the  precincts  of  this  county  bordering  on   Cal- 
houn County,  and  threatening  a  great  many  negroes,  thereby  preventing  their  going 
to  election.    This  county  is  greatly  republican  in  politics. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CSAS.  KELLER,  Jr., 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Detachment 
Lieutenant  S.  R.  Crumbaugh, 

Second  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant,  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


"  Edwardsville,  Cleburne  County,  Alabama,  October  2, 1869. 

"  I,  W.  R.  Hunnicutt,  judge  of  the  probate  court  of  Cleburne  County,  Alabama, 
hereby  certify  that  there  were  no  returns  made  to  this  office  from  precinct  No.  1,  of 
Cleburne  County,  of  an  election  which  should  have  been  held  in  said  precinct  on 
Tuesday,  the  3d  day  of  August,  1869,  for  a  member  to  Congress  from  the  fifth  district 
of  Alabama;  and  I  further  certify  that,  upon  inquiry  of  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the 
election  in  said  precinct  why  an  election  was  not  held  on  said  day,  I  was  told  that, 
owing  to  the  excitement  caused,  and  threats  made  by  Ku-Klux  in  that  section  of  coun- 
try, that  the  loyal  citizens  were  fearful  to  undertake  to  hold  an  election. 

''  Calvin  M.  Wheeler,  John  Borden,  Gardner  Wheeler,  inspectors  of  election  precinct 
No.  1,  Cleburne  County,  Alabama. 

"  Given  under  my  hand  and  private  seal  (there  being  no  official  seal  of  office)  October 
2, 1869. 

"W.  R.  HUNNICUTT, 

'^  Judge  fif  Probate. 


[No.  8.— Class^first,  1869.] 

Camp  Detachment  Second  Infantry, 

Cross  Plains,  Alabama,  October  26, 1869. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  colored  man  was  cruelly  murdered  about  a 
mile  from  here,  secreted  in  woods  and  brush,  and  partially  buried.    He  was  shot  in  the 
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head.  The  person  who  is  suspected  of  having  killed  hira,  and  who  was  last  seen  with 
the  negro,  was  C.  C.  Mooney,  a  white  man,  and  bad  character.  As  soon  as  it  was  reported 
to  me  that  a  colored  man  was  missing  nnder  suspicious  circumstances,  and  had  been, 
since  the  22d  instant,  I  sent  out  some  men  with  the  negro  who  reported  facts  to  me, 
and  they  soon  found  the  lost  negro.  I  then  sent  out  several  detachments  to  arrest  the 
man  suspected  of  the  murder^  and  at  the  same  time  notifying  the  civil  authorities  of 
the  affair.  The  detachments  were,  however,  not  able  to  find  the  murderer,  he  haviug 
left  that  morniug,  the  25th  instant.  I  had  a  detachment  secreted  near  the  house  where 
the  murderer  boarded,  all  last  night,  supposing  he  might  come  back  during  the  night 
after  his  effects.  I  also  sent  a  detachment  on  the  last  night^s  up-train  to  watch  closely 
all  men  that  came  on  the  train  at  different  stations  from  here  to  Rome,  Captain  Bar- 
ney, superintendent  of  the  road,  kindly  furnishing  a  pass  for  the  detachment.  AH 
efforts,  so  far,  have  been  fruitless. 

The  civil  authorities  held  an  inquest,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  negro  was 
killed  by  being  shot  in  the  head  by  C.  C.  Mooney,  &c.,  but  they  made  no  efforts  to 
arrest  him,  (Mooney,)  nor  even  made  efforts  to  bury  the  murdered  man.  If  it  had  not 
been  for  some  negroes  the  man  would  not  have  been  buried.  The  feeling  against 
negroes  is  very  bitter,  and  especially  negroes  that  work  on  this  railroad. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  KELLER,  Jr., 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry. 
S.  R.  Crumbaugh, 

Second  Lieutefnant  and  Eegimental  Adjutant,  Second  Infantry, 

Post  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alahama, 


[No.  9.— Class  first,  1869.] 

Camp  Detachment  Second  Infantry, 

Cross  Plains,  Alabama,  November  14,  1869. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  night  of  the  13th  instant,  two 
colored  men  named  Scott  Griffin  and  Dick  Hays,  living  at  Amberson  Station,  on  the 
railroad,  about  three  miles  from  here,  were  taken  out  of  their  houses  and  whipped 
with  hickory  switches,  and  one  of  them  beaten  on  the  head  with  a  pistol,  by  a  party 
of  disguised  men,  about  twenty  in  number.    They  also  ordered  another  colored  man  to 
leave  his  house  in  a  day,  or  they  would  kill  him.    These  colored  men  came  and  reported 
these  facts  to  me,  and  wanted  the  parties  arrested.     I  gave  them  all  the  information  I 
could  how  to  procure  a  warrant  for  their  arrest,  and  shall  see  that  they  procure  one. 
I  think,  from  the  information  I  got;  that  a  good  number  of  the  parties  can  be  convicted. 
I  would  also  report  that  some  time  ago  my  camp  was  fired  into,  two  shots  being  fired 
from  a  distance,  and  fcame  near  hitting  some  of  the  guard  standing  by  the  guard-fire. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  KELLER,  Jr., 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Detachment, 

A  true  copy  : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry^  Post  Adjutant 

James  M.  Ingalls, 

First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


[No.  1.— Class  second,  1869.] 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison,  ss  : 

On  this  15th  day  of  June,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  in  and  for  said  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Dinah  Williams,  widow  of  Jesse 
Williams,  a  soldier  who  died  in  the  United  States  service,  a  resident  on  Mr.  Thomas 
Neara's  plantation,  three  miles  from  Rogersville,  Lauderdale  County,  Alabama,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  Some  time  in  the  early  part  of  May  I  was  sent  by 
the  man  for  whom  I  am  working  to  the  spring  to  get  water ;  after  I  left  the  spring 
w4th  the  water,  and  upon  reaching  where  the  hands  were  at  work,  a  Mrs.  Susan  Perry 
come  and  accused  me  of  stealing  some  soap  she  had  left  at  the  spring,  which  I  denied 
doing ;  I  told  her  I  did  not  take  it — ^you  can  search  me ;  and  then  she  said  that  she  would 
not  let  any  nigger  bitch  sass  her,  and  if  I  did  not  shut  up  she  would  shoot  me,  having 
a  gun  in  her  hand  at  the  time ;  the  gun  was  cocked.  I  continued  my  work,  and  she 
said  she  would  have  me  whipped ;  I  heard  from  several  of  the  other  hands  on  the  plac0 
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that  Mr.  James  Perry,  husband  of  the  said  Mrs.  Susan  Perry,  told  them  that  he  would 
hAve  me  whipped.  On  Saturday  night,  the  13th  instant,  about  midnight,  while  I  was 
asleep  in  my  bed  in  the  house  in  wMch  Alfred  Bowen  lives,  I  heard  some  noise  which 
awoke  me — some  one  knocking  on  the  door  of  a  house  a  little  way  off  from  the  one  I 
was  in ;  I  called  to  Alfred  Bowen,  saying  the  Ku-Klux  are  out  there.  I  heard  a  voice 
calling  to  other  parties  saying,  '^Come  here,  the  woman  is  here ;"  then  some  one  knocked 
at  the  door  and  voices  said,  ''  Open  this  door  f  after  they  had  knocked  awhile  Alfred 
said,  "Who  is  there  f^  some  one  replied,  "  Open  this  door,  God  damn  you,  or  we  will 
break  it  down ;"  then  they  wanted  to  know  who  was  in  the  house.  Alfred  opened  the 
door,  and  five  men  came  into  the  house ;  they  were  covered  with  a  white  colored  shroud, 
faces  covered  with  yellow  masks ;  I  was  up  in  the  loft;  two  of  the  men  came  uj)  in  the 
loft,  and  one  of  them  struck  me  with  a  gun  on  the  side  of  the  head,  knocking  me  sense- 
less ;  when  I  come  to  m'^  senses  they  asked  me  what  I  was  doing  up  there ;  I  said,  ''You 
frightened  me  so,  I  ran  up  there  j^'  they  said  come  down  here  with  us,  and  I  followed 
them  down.  One  of  them  put  his  gun  to  my  breast,  saying  that  if  I  did  not  go  he  would 
kill  me.  I  followed  them  out  four  or  five  hundred  yards  from  the  house,  and  one  of  the 
men  said,  "  What  shall  we  do?"  another  said,  ^'  Let  her  go  ;"  but  another,  whom  I  believe 
to  be  Mr.  James  Perry,  and  who  acted  as  commander  of  the  squad,  said  take  her  out- 
side the  gate,  and  said  "Diana,  come  along."  I  said  I  would  not  go;  this  man  said 
take  her  up  and  carry  her  out,  then  all  of  them  struck  me  with  sticks  and  took  hold  of 
me  and  carried  me  out  of  the  gate.  Putting  me  down  they  commenced  to  beat  me  over 
the  head  and  back  with  sticks  until  I  fell  on  the  ground ;  then  they  said,  "  You  go  back 
home,  and  if  ever  you  say  anything  about  the  Eu-Klux  being  here  we  will  kill  you." 
I  believe  that  Mr.  James  Perry,  Seteny  and  James  Morris,  Dennis  Morris,  Paisou  Barbee, 
and  Bud  N.  Harkius,  who  did  the  act.    They  were  all  disguised. 

her 

DIANA  -}-  WILLIAMS. 

mark. 

JOHN  H  WAGER, 
Agent  Bureau  of  Eefugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant^  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


[No.  2.— Class  second,  1869.] 

The  State  of  Alabama,  Madison  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Lewis  M.  Douglass,  judge  of  probate,  in  and  for  said 
county,  George  Cornelous,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  states  that  on  Saturday  night, 
June  5,  1869,  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  numbering  twelve,  came  to  the  plantation  upon  which 
he  was  working,  and  took  four  guns  off  the  plantation,  and  took  eight  guns  from  an 
adjoining  plantation.  They  also  examined  all  the  houses  for  money,  and  asked  if  wo 
knew  who  had  guns,  pistols,  and  money.  And  further  says  that  there  is  not  a  colored 
man  in  the  Big  Cove  that  had  a  gun  or  pistol,  they  all  having  been  taken  by  the  Ku- 
Klux  ;  and  says  that  the  plantation  upon  which  he  is  working  belongs  to  the  Widow 
Waid. 

Ms 
GEORGE  +  CORNELOUS. 
mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1869. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  Probate  Court. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


[No.  3.— Class  second,  1869.] 

Office  Pkobate  Court,  Madison  County,  Alabama, 

Huntsville,  July  7, 1869. 
Sir  :  It  having  come  to  my  knowledge,  in  many  instances,  that  depredations  have 
jeen  committed  upon  citizens  of  this  county,  and  as  I  am  made  o.ne  of  the  conservators 

Hostea  Dy  ^<jkjvj\ci\^ 
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of  the  peace,  by  section  787  of  the  revised  code  of  Alabama,  and  having  become  satis- 
fied that  the  civil  authorities  in  this  county  are  insufficient  to  check  the  outrages  upon 
its  citizens,  I  most  respectfully  request  you  to  send  troops  to  those  localities  where 
depredations  are  and  have  been  most  frequently  committed ;  deeming,  in  making  this 
request,  that  it  is  the  only  means  left  by  which  quiet  can  be  restored. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  Probate  Court 
General  Crawford, 

Commanding  Forces  United  States  in  Alabama. 

A  true  copy : 

JAKES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant 


[No.  4.—Class  second,  1869.] 

The  State  of  Alabama,  Madison  County : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Lewis  M.  Douglass,  judge  of  probate  court,  Daniel 
Vix,  who,  after  being  duly  swoin,  says  that  on  Saturday  evening,  July  10, 1869,  he  was 
informed  by  one  John  Glass,  another  colored  man,  that  J.  M.  Mahew  was  gathering  a 
crowd  of  men  together  to  attack  his  house  and  him,  (Daniel  Vix,)  for  the  purpose  of 
having  a  frolic  with  him,  the  said  Vix,  and  steal  or  take  his  arms  away  from,  and 
then  sell  them  for  whisky.  And  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  information,  the  said 
Vix  w^ent  up  the  mountain  and  secreted  himself  about  two  hundred  yards  from  his 
house,  but  so  tliat  he  could  hear  them  at  his  house  ;  and  he,  the  said  Vix,  says  that  he  has 
good  reason  to  believe  that  J.  M.  May  hew,  Robert  Arsbern,  and  John  Somner  were  part 
of  the  crowd  of  men,  and  that  they  were  all  in  disguise,  that  attacked  his  house ;  and 
the  said  Vix  further  swears  that  he  has  not  been  back  to  his  house  at  night  since  he 
was  informed  that  he  would  be  attacked  by  the  men  whose  names  are  mentioned  above, 
were  engaged  with  others  in  the  attack,  and  that  he,  the  said  Vix,  is  laboring  under 
great  bodily  fear,  caused  by  the  demonstrations  made  against  him  on  last  Saturday 
evening  or  night.    All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

his 
DANIEL  +  VIX. 
mark. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  12th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1869. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  of  Probate  Court 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


[No.  5.— Class  second,  1869.J 

Sheriff's  Office,  .Moulton,  Alabama,  July  22, 1869. 
Kind  Sir  :  This  is  to  inform  you  of  the  outrages  that  have  been  and  are  being  per- 
petrated since  October  last  in  our  county.  There  has  been  three  colored  prisoners 
taken  out  of  our  county  jail,  two  executed  aoid  one  set  at  liberty,  by  a  party  of  dis- 
guised men ;  the  one  set  free  made  an  attempt  to  murder  one  of  the  most  loyal  citizens, 
and  one  who  took  an  active  i)art  in  the  President's  election.  This  freedman  was,  no 
doubt,  prevailed  on  to  murder  this  gentleman  by  this  clique.  This  gentleman  to  whom 
I  allude  was  Dr.  William  B.  Irwin.  He  was  confined  to  his  room  three  or  four  months 
on  account  of  the  wounds  received.  We  cannot,  without  being  molested,  have  any 
public  speaking,  especially  while  being  discussed  by  the  republican  |)arty.  In  the 
month  of  April  last  there  were  six  houses  consumed  by  the  torch,  and  women  and 
children  driven  from  their  homes  without  permission  to  remove  anything  from  their 
houses,  especially  if  they  were  in  possession  of  fire-arms  or  whisky,  or  anything  of  that 
kind.  The  wines,  money,  and  fire-arms  were  always  distributed  among  the  disguised 
party.  In  the  month  of  May  last  a  man  by  the  name  of  Sapp  was  hung  by  the  neck 
with  hickory  bark  until  dead,  by  a  disguised  party.  In  the  month  of  June  a  party, 
consisting  of  eight  in  number,  was  arrested  and  carried  to  jail  to  await  their  trial,  and 
while  in  jail  three  of  the  number  turned  State's  evidence,  and  a  few  days  previous  tc 
the  trial  fifteen  or  thirty  disguised  men  made  a  raid  on  the  jail,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
leasing a  part  of  tho  prisoners  and  executing  the  remainder,  who  had  tjurij^d  State's  evi- 
dence; three  of  them  have  been  arraigned  and  tried,  and  committed  %o  jail,  aud  wei\ 
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sent  to  Limestone  County  to  j  ail  for  safe  keeping.  On  the  1 4tli  of  this  month  a  disguised 
party  went  and  demanded  the  keys  of  the  jail,  and  released  the  murderers  and  house- 
burners.  Wo  have  many  truly  loyal  citizens  who  wish  to  execute  the  laws,  but  are 
so  intimidated  by  this  Klan  that  they  are  afraid  to  express  their  sentiments  or  give  aid 
to  the  sufferers.  I  do  not  think  these  are  the  original  Ku-Klux  Klan,  but  only  assume 
their  uniform  to  do  their  own  mischief.  Captain  W.  C.  Garrett,  the  sheriff  of  the 
county,  has  endeavored  his  utmost  to  suppress  this  lawless  band  and  enforce  the  law. 
This  band  of  disguised  men  has  been  presstog  horses  into  service  while  in  pursuit  of 
mischief.  I  have  been  acting  as  deputy  sheriff  since  October  last,  and  have  ascertained 
that  affairs  get  no  better,  but  worse  continually. 
Yours,  most  respectfully  and  obediently, 

JOSEPH  LEE, 
Deputy  Sheriff  of  Laivrence  County,  Alabama. 
General  Crawford, 

Commanding  United  States  Forces,  Huntsville,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy: 

JAMES  MILLER3 
Lieutenant  Second  United  States  Infantry, 


[Ko.  6.— Class  second,  1869.] 

The  State  of  Alabama,  Madison  County: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Lewis  M.  Douglass,  judge  of  the  probate  court  in  and 
for  said  county  and  State,  James  Sanford,  who,  after  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
says,  that  about  midnight  on  the  night  of  the  24th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1869,  a  band  of 
armed  men,  in  disguise,  came  to  my  house  and  asked  if  a  man  named  William  Camp- 
bell lived  on  my  place ;  I  told  them  there  was ;  they  then  asked  if  there  was  not  a  dif- 
ficulty between  myself  and  him ;  I  told  them  that  there  had  been,  but  that  it  was 
settled,  and  that  there  was  no  difficulty  between  us  now;  they  said  there  was  a  diffi- 
culty between  us  that  is  not  settled,  meaning  the  disguised  men,  and  then  asked  for 
water,  and  they  left ;  the  next  morning  a  black  man  came  to  my  house  and  told  me 
that  William  Campbell  had  been  killed  that  night  by  a  band  of  disguised  men,  and  that 
he  wanted  to  get  some  lumber  to  make  a  coffin  out  of;  I  went  to  the  house  and  found 
that  the  man  had  been  shot  three  times,  and  was  dead,  and  on  that  day  he  was  buried. 
I  also  found  a  pistol  cylinder  that  was  broken,  laying  in  the  yard  ,•  the  wife  of  the  man 
who  was  shot  says  tbat  there  was  about  fifteen  of  the  disguised  men  in  the  gang  that 
did  the  shooting. 

JAMES  SANFORD. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1869. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  of  Probate. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Fost  Adjutant. 


[No.  7.— Class  second,  1869.] 

HuNTSViLLE,  Alabama,  July  29, 1869. 
I  am  the  sheriff  of  Madison  County,  Alabama.  I  respectfully  inform  you  that  law- 
essness  prevails  to  such  an  extent  in  this  county  tl^at  armed  forces  are  necessary  tc 
luppress  violence.  Murders  are  perpetrated  by  armed  bands  of  disguised  outlaws,  an<3 
vithout  the  aid  of  armed  men  I  cannot  arrest  the  perpetrators  or  execute  process.  ] 
Lsk  for  such  force  as  you  can  give  me,  mounted,  for  the  purposes  stated  above. 
^  JOS.  P.  BOYLB,  Sheriff. 

I  further  ask  that  you  distribute  your  troops  in  such  numbers  as  you  can  spare  a1 
leridianville,  Maysville,  and  Madison  Station,  in  this  county,  also  at  Newmarket,  anc 
his  request  to  exist  until  order  is  restored. 

JOS.  P.  DOYLE,  Sheriff. 
General  S.  W.  Crawford, 

CommandAng  Post  at  Huntsville. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


Hosted  by  VjOv 


-g.v 
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[No.  S.— Class  second,  18(59.] 

The  State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison  : 

Before  me,  James  H.  Bone,  clerk  of  the  city  court  of  Huntsville,  county  and  State 
aforesaid,  personally  appeared  E.  M.  Mulligan,  wbo,  being  duly  sworn,  saith  that  lie 
was  employed  to  teach  a  colored  school  near  New  Market,  in  said  county  of  Madison, 
and  that  he  opened  said  school  Monday,  26th  July,  1869;  that  about  8  o'clock  Wednes- 
day night  following,  he,  while  sitting  in  the  house  with  the  family  with  whom  he  was 
hoarding,  heard  a  noise  as  if  some  one  was  blowing  a  whistle,  and  remarked  to  them, 
^'Doto't  that  sound  like  a  Ku-Klux  whistle?"  and  stepped  to  the  door  and  saw  about 
four  or  live  disguised  men  ride  up  to  the  gate  in  front  of  the  door,  (they  had  three  or 
four  colored  men  with  them  as  prisoners ;)  the  disguised  men  dismounted,  holding  pis- 
tols in  their  hands  pointed  toward  me,  and  walked  up  to  the  door,  cursing  and  swear- 
ing, and  demanding  all  the  guns  or  pistols  in  the  house.  I  said,  ''  We  have  no  arms ; " 
they  said,  "  God  d — n  you,  you  have  arms ;  we  will  kill  every  God  d— d  one  in  the  house 
if  we  did  not  give  them  up  iustanter ;  that  they  expected  to  kill  three  or  four  negroes, 
and  whip  as  many  more  to  death,  before  morning ; "  they  swore  that  Saturday  night 
before  they  whipped  a  white  man  nearly  to  death ;  they  then  ordered  me  to  go  with 
them,  cursing  me  all  the  time,  saying,  we  will  make  you  tell  where  yoar  pistols  are,  or 
we  will  break  your  neck  and  stop  your  damned  school ;  we  do  not  intend  that  any 
schools  shall  be  organized,  or  allow  any  school-teachers  to  stay  or  live  in  this  portion 
of  the  country.  They  took  me  and  the  three  other  men  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile, 
to  the  residence  of  Coleman  Kelley,  and  there  demanded  all  arms  he  had,  saying  if  he 
did  not  deliver  them  up  instanter  they  would  kill  him ;  one  of  the  women  at  Kelley's 
said  there  was  no  arms  there ;  they  ordered  her  not  to  speak  again  or  they  would  give 
her  live  hundred  lashes ;  the  woman  then  slipped  out  of  the  house.  As  soon  as  the  dis- 
guised men  missed  her  from  the  room  they  demanded  to  know  of  said  Kelley  where 
the  woman  had  gone.  He  answered  and  said,  ''  I  do  not  know."  They  then  told  Kel- 
ley he  was  a  God  d — d  liar,  and  we  will  whip  you  to  death  if  you  do  not  tell  us  where 
she  has  gone.  They  then  stripped  the  clothes  from  Kelley's  person  ;  forced  him  doAvn 
on  his  belly,  and  beat  him  on  the  bare  back  with  a  gun-rod  ;  said  rod  was  iron-tipped. 
They  then  turned  to  me  and  said,  ^'  Come  up  here,  you  God  d — d  school-teacher,  it  is 
your  turn  next."  I  then  sprang  away  from  them,  and  as  I  ran  they  fired  two  shots  at 
me,  the  shot  and  bullets  passing  over  my  head,  but  near  me.  They  also  said  that  there 
was  fifty  men  only  a  short  distance  in  the  rear. 

E.  M.  MULLLIGAN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  30th  July,  A.  D.  1869. 

JAS.  H.  BONE,  Cleric. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry y  Post  Adjutant 


{'Ro.  9.— Class  second,  1869.] 
B. 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison. 
On  this  4th  day  of  August,  1869,  personally   appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the  cii 
cuit  court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Mary  Campbell,  of  the  county  c 
Madison,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  Saturda 
night,  the  24th  day  of  July,  1869,  while  she  and  her  husband,  William  Campbell,  wei 
asleej)  in  their  bed  in  a  house  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  James  Sanford,  we  were  arouse 
from  sleep  by  the  report  of  a  pistol-shot  and  I  saw  that  my  husband  had  been  shot  ii 
the  left  side ;  I  saw  the  blood  ruaniog  out  of  his  side  ;  it  ran  on  my  clothes ;  he  crie 
oat,  ^'  Oh,  Lordj"  and  I  saw  six  or  seven  men  in  the  room  around  our  bed,  which  wi 
on  the  floor ;  they  had  their  faces  covered  over  Avith  black  masks  and  their  bodies  we 
covered  with  black  gowns.    These  men  said,  "  You  are  the  damned  rascal  who  h 
been  keeping  up  all  the  fuss  in  the  Cove,"  and  one  of  them  reached  around  me  andsh 
my  husband  in  the  side  of  the  head  with  a  pistol-ball.    They  told  my  husband  to  j 
out  of  the  room,  saying,  ''  Go  out  of  this  room,  God  damn  you  ;  you  are  the  one  th 
has  been  keeping  up  all  the  fuss  in  the  Cove."    He  went  out  with  them  and  leaned  i 
against  the  fence,  and  I  saw  and  heard  some  three  or  four  of  them  shoot  at  him.    ]lj 
was  hit  in  the  small  of  his  back  by  one  of  the  shots;  he  fell  on  the  ground  and  t 
men  shot  at  him  again  while  he  was  lying  on  the  ground.    I  saw  some  others  outsi 
of  the  yard,  about  three  or  four  that  I  could  see  after  they  had  fired  the  last  sh 
One  of  them  said, ''  Come,  let's  go,"  and  they  left.    I  helped  to  carry  my  husband  ir 


Googk 
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the  house  and  found  that  he  had  been  shot  some  six  times ;  he  died  in  about  an  hour 
after  he  was  shot.  I  am  about  seven  months  with  child.  I  could  not  tell  any  of  the 
men.  I  further  swear  that  about  three  weeks  before  that,  on  a  Sunday  morning,  Mr. 
James  Sanford  came  down  to  our  house ;  I  was  not  there  when  he  first  came  in ;  was 
at  my  brother's  below  it  and  I  sa,w  he  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand.  Then  I  went  to  my 
house ;  my  husband  was  sitting  in  a  chair  but  set  leaning  against  the  house  near  the 
door.  Mr.  James  Sanford  was  leaning  against  the  fence  around  the  grounds  on  which 
our  house  is  situated.  He  had  in  his  hands  a  pistol  resting  on  the  top  of  the  fence, 
pointed  toward  my  husband.  He  accused  my  husband  of  stealing  his  chickens,  which 
my  husband  denied  doing.  Mr.  James  Sanford  wanted  him  to  pay  for  the  chickens ; 
my  husband  refused  to  do  so.  Then  Mr.  James  Sanford  said  if  he  did  not  he  would  shoot 
his  infernal  black  heart  out  of  him,.  He  continued  to  curse  and  abuse  my  husband.  When 
Igot  to  my  house  I  sat  down  in  the  door-way  and  my  child  was  by  my  side.  Mr. 
James  Sanford  told  me  to  take  my  child  away  from  there,  that  he  did  not  want  to  shoot 
the  child.  I  took  ray  child  in  the  house  ;  then  my  husband  told  him  he  would  come 
to  town  and  report  him  for  saying  he  would  take  his  life,  and  for  drawing  his  pistol 
over  him.  Mr.  James  Sanford  said  if  he  did  come  here  and  report  it  he  would  have  to 
leave  the  county.  Mr.  Sanford  left  for  his  house;  my  husband  left  our  house  Sunday 
evening  for  town  to  report  what  Mr.  Sanford  said. 

her 
MARY  +  CAMPBELL. 
mark. 
Witnesses : 

John  Lee  Rogers. 
John  H.  Wager. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1869, 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

Clerk  Chxuit  Court, 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  carefully  read  to  the  affiant  before 
she  signed  her  name  by  making  her  mark. 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court, 


[No.  10.— Class  second,  1869.1 

E. 

Camp  near  Guntersville, 

Alabama,  August  4,  1869. 

Sir  :  For  the  information  of  the  brevet  major  general  commanding  the  post,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inclose  a  sworn  statement  of  a  colored  man  named  Isham  Henry.  He  did 
not  like  to  swear  before  a  magistrate  for  fear  of  his  life.  I  therefore  took  down  his 
statement,  and  made  him  make  affidavit  to  it.  He  states  that  bodies  of  men,  armed 
and  masked,  have  passed  and  repassed  his  £ouse  very  frequently  during  the  past  two 
weeks,  and  that  their  object  was  to  intimidate  colored  people  from  voting,  unless  they 
would  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  and  I  have  learned  that  ten  out  of  the  sixty-odd 
colored  men  who  voted  in  this  town,  on  the  second,  were  influenced  to  do  so  by  those 
night-prowling  vagabonds. 

The  sheriff  I  have  not  seen  for  a  month. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Brevet  Major ^  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding  the  Camp. 

Lieutenant  James  Ulio, 

Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MHvLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


Statement  of  Isham  Henry,  {colored,) 

Ib  the  month  of  March  last  six  men  came  to  my  house ;  they  were  all  masked;  two 
of  them  wore  scarlet  stockings ;  they  took  me  from  my  house  to  the  road,  made  me 
strip,  and  gave  me  ten  lashes. 

On  the  2d  of  August,  1869,  three  men  (masked)  canje  to  my  liouse ;  they  made  me 
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give  tliem  my  gun,  (army  rifle;)  the  gun  was  again  returned  me  with  the  question, 
" Is  it  loaded?"  I  was  made  to  fire  it  off;  they  then  cocked  and  presented  their  fire- 
arms at  me,  saying,  "  Take  your  gun  and  break  it  on  that  log,"  (meaning  a  log  near  by,) 
"  or  we  will  shoot  ydu."  To  save  my  life,  I  broke  the  gun. 
I  did  not  dare  to" go  to  vote  yesterday,  for  fear  that  on  my  return  I  would  get  killed. 
One  of  the  men  who  made  me  break  my  gun  I  recognized  as  a  neighbor,  a  white  man 
named  Jesse  McGee.    The  others  I  did  not  recognize. 

his 
ISHAM  +  HENRY. 
mark. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  mo  this  4th  day  of  August,  1869,  at  Guntersville, 
Alabama. 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding  Camp. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


[¥o.  11.— Class  second,  1869.1 

F. 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison : 

On  this  7th  day  of  August  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the  circuit 
court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Samuel  Mastin,  resident  on  the  plan- 
tation of  Mr.  Frank  Mastin,  three  miles  from  Huntsville,  Alabama,  Madison  County, 
State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  Sunday  night,  18tli 
July,  1869,  while  I  was  asleep  in  my  house,  I  heard  some  persons  knocking  at  my  door, 
and  said  for  me  to  open  my  door,  which  I  did.  I  found  there  one  of  my  fellow-servants, 
Henry  Johnson,  and  two  men  dressed  in  disguise,  a  black  gown  on,  their  faces  were 
masked.  They  said,  "  I  want  your  gun ;"  which  I  got  and  gave  td  them.  They  said, 
"All  right,  Sam,  you  shall  not  be  hurt."  Then  they  left  my  house,  carrying  my  gun 
with  them.  They  also  took  a  double-barrel  gun  from  Washington  Pope,  and  a  watch 
from  Tom  Mastin.    There  was  another  man  holding  the  horses. 

his 

SAMUEL  +  MASTIN. 
mark. 
Witnesses : 

John  Lee  Rogers. 
John  H.  Wager. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  7th  day  of  August,  1869 ;  and  I  certify  that 
the  foregoing  affidavit  was  carefully  read  to  the  affiant  before  signing  his  name  by 
making  his  mark. 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

Cleric  Circuit  Court. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


[No.  12.— Class  second,  1869.] 

Affidavit  of  Moses  B.  Sullivan,  Marshall  County,  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrage.    [See 
appendix  to  testimony  of  A.  S.  Lakin,  page  146.  ] 


[No.  13.— Class  second,  1869.] 

On  the  23d  day  of  August,  1869, 1  was  returning  from  my  bro therms  to  where  I  live, 
about  two  miles  and  one-half  from  Deposit,  toward  Vienna,  two  men  met  me  on  the 
road ;  one  of  them  was  white,  the  other  a  mulatto.  I  believe  that  the  white  man's 
name  was  Benjamin  Evans,  ih^  colored  man's  name  was  Bob  Ice.    The  white  man 
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cocked  his  rifle  and  fired  at  me,  the  "ball  passing  through  my  thigh.    I  never  gave  the 
man  any  provocation  to  shoot  me. 

his 
HENRY  +  RIVERS. 

mark. 

Witness :  Milton  G.  Young. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  at  Shanrult 
plantation,  near  Paint  Rock,  this  25th  day  of  August,  1869. 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry^  Brevet  Major j  U.  S.  A. 

A  true  copy  : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry j  Pest  Adjutant, 


[No.  14.--Class  second,  1869.] 

On  the  21st  of  August,  1869, 1  had  a  warrant,  and  tried  to  arrest  on  it  W.  M.  Evans, 
John  Evans,  (white,)  Robert  Ice,  (colored,)  Burgers  Finnell,  and  Greene  Horton, 
(colored.)  I  arrested  Finnell  and  Horton.  I  also  arrested  W.  M.  Evans,  but. he  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  away.  The  warrant  for  arrest  was  issued  against  the  above-named 
men  for  disguising  themselves,  and  going  to  the  house  of  N.  Stevens,  (ray  father,)  and 
forcibly  taking  from  him  h  shot-gun.  On  Monday  last,  the  23d  of  August,  I  summoned 
about  twenty  men  as  a_pos8e  comitatus,  (they  were  white  and  black,)  and  tried  to  arrest 
W.  M.  Evans  (white)  and  Bob  Ice,  (colored.)  They  were  at  Squire  Bronson's,  at  Wild 
Goat  Cove.  I  surrounded  the  house,  but  they  broke  and  run  out  the  back  part  of  il3, 
accompanied  by  Ben  Evans,  his  brother.  They  were  halted  by  a  colored  man  (one  of 
my  posse)  named  Elliott  Cotrell,  when  L.  A.  Bronson  leveled  his  gun  and  fired  at 
Cotrell,  wounding  him  slightly.  Cotrell  and  others  then  fired,  shooting  W.  M.  Evans 
in  the  arm.  The  parties  then  got  away,  and  up  to  this  date  I  have  not  succeeded  in 
arresting  them.    All  of  this  was  at  Wild  Goat  Cove,  near  Fearn's  Ferry,  Alabama. 

W.  C.  STEPHENS. 

Witness:  O.  H.  Morrow. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  at  Mc- 
Clung's  Spring,  Alabama,  August  26, 1869. 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Brevet  Major,  JJ.  S.  A, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


[No.  15.— Class  second,  1869.1 

STATE  OF  Alabama,  County  of  Madison,  ss  : 

On  this  1st  day  of  September  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  judge  of  probate 
court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Nathan  Meeks,  resident  of  Huntsville, 
fladison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on 
he  night  of  the  31st  of  August,  1869,  as  I  was  returning  from  work,  to  my  home  in  the 
lorthwest  part  of  the  city,  (across  the  railroad,  on  Holmes  street,  my  house  is  situated,) 
bout  8  p.  m.,  as  I  was  going  from  the  bridge  to  cross  the  railroad  on  Holmes  street,  I 
aw  on  the  street  four  young  men,  whom  I  recognized  to  be  Samuel  Clark,  John  Hardy, 
V^illiam  Allen,  and  James  Scruggs.  Samuel  Allen  had  under  his  arm  a  large  black 
dH  ;  after  I  had  passed  them  I  felt  uneasy,  fearing  that  they  were  there  for  no  good 
urpose ;  when  I  reached  my  home  I  was  still  worried,  and  as  the  Ku-Klux  had  been  to 
by  house  once  before,  broke  into  my  house  and  took  my  gun,  breaking  my  gun — this 

ccurred  about ,  1869  ;  I  thought  I  had  not  better  stay  there— so,  after  drink- 

g  a  cup  of  cofi:ee,  I  went  out  of  my  house,  crossing  the  street  opposite  the  door  of  my 
puse ;  I  laid  down  in  the  grass ;  I  had  been  there  about  two  hours  when  I  saw  four 
en  walking  from  the  eastern  part  of  the  city  toward  my  house;  these  men  I  saw  wore 
ack  gowns  on  their  persons.  As  they  came  to  the  front  of  the  house  my  dog  ran  to 
e  fence  barking  at  them ;  one  of  these  men  shot  his  pistol  off  at  mj  dog ;  I  saw  him 
»int  it  at  him  and  shoot ;  they  then  opened  the  gate  and  went  into  my  yard,  up  to 
y  house ;  knocked  at  the  door ;  it  not  being  opened,  they  commenced  kicking  the  door 
en,  when  I  fired  my  pistol  at  them ;  after  they  got  the  door  opeu  they  all  went  in 


76  A 


Hostea  Dy '' 


lOO 


gk 


1202      CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS    IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

the  house,  staid  there  about  five  minutes,  and  when  they  all  come  out  of  the  gate  to- 
gether two  walked  on  the  railroad  toward  the  depot.  I,  from  their  voices,  and  from 
what  I  a^w  afterwards,  believe  them  to  be  John  Hardy  and  William  Allen  ;  one  other 
of  them  went  up  the  railroad,  that  is  west,  and  from  his  voice  and  actions  I  believe 
him  to  be  James  Scruggs.  The  other  one,  the  fourth  one,  I  followed  him  to  Mr.  Clark's, 
westward,  on  the  opposite  side  of  my  house ;  he  got  over  the  fence  at  the  side  of  the 
lot,  and  raised  the  window  at  the  side  of  the  house,  and  got  into  the  house  that  way, 
and  I  heard  him  walk  through  the  house,  up  the  stairs,  and  into  a  room.  He  had  on 
when  he  went  into  the  house  a  black  gown,  but  when  he  came  to  the  window  to  pull 
down  the  curtain  I  recognized  him  to  be  Samuel  Clark ;  before  he  came  to  pull  the 
curtain  down  he  turned  up  the  light  in  the  room,  and  I  was  able  to  fully  recognize 
him;  then  he  had  no  disguise  on.  When  these  men  were  in  my  house  I  heard  them 
ask  my  wife  where  I  was ;  they  said,  '*  Where  is  Nathan?"  She  said,  ^'  I  do  not  know 
where  he  is.''  '^Damn  you,  I  want  you  to  tell  me  where  he  is,  and  if  he  has  got  any 
arms  we  mean  to  kill  him,  damn  him." 

his 
NATHAN  +  MEEKS. 
mark. 
Witnesses : 

John  H.  Wager. 
Justin  Ronayne. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  1st  day  of  September,  1869,  and  I  certify  the 
affiant  heard  the  foregoing  carefully  read  before  signing  his  name  by  making  his 
mark. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  of  Probate. 

A  true  copy  : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry ^  Post  Adjutant, 


[No.  16.— Class  second,  1869.] 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison,  ss : 

On  this  2d  day  of  September,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Lewis  M.  Doug- 
lass, a  judge  of  probate  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Jack  White,  resident 
of  Huntsville,  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and 
says  that  on  the  night  of  the  31st  of  August,  1869,  I  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  some 
persons  pounding  against  my  door,  and  a  voice  saying,  '^  Get  up  and  open  the  door."  I 
replied,  "  I  cannot  get  up  and  open  the  door  at  this  time  of  night."  The  voice  said  if 
I  did  not  they  would  break  it  down.  I  did  not  open  it,  and  they  bursted  it  open.  Two 
men  came  into  my  room  ;  their  faces  and  heads  were  covered  with  black  cloth.  They 
said,  "Give  us  your  pistol,"  coming  to  my  bed-side,  pointing  their  pistols  at  me.  I 
gave  my  pistols  to  one  of  them;  from  his  voice  and  what  I  saw  of  his  face  and  beard 
I  believe  him  to  be  John  Hardy.  As  I  gave  it  to  him  I  said,  "  Mr.  Hardy,  I  know  you, 
sir ;  I  have  never  done  you  any  harm,  and  you  should  not  take  my  pistol  from  me."  1 
believe  the  other  man  to  be  William  Allen.  I  saw  three  other  men  outside,  in  front  of 
my  door ;  they  had  masks  on  their  faces.  As  soon  as  they  got  my  pistol  they  went  out 
of  my  house,  and  I  saw  them  striking  Tom  Hawkins,  who  lives  with  me ;  he  went  out 
of  the  house  when  the  two  men  came  in,  and  they  beat  him,  saying,  "  You  are  going 
to  run." 

his 
JACK  +  WHITE. 
laark. 
Witnesses : 

John  H.  Wager. 

Wm.  a.  McDonald. 

John  G.  Blackwell. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2d  day' of  September,  1869;  and  I  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  affidavit  was  carefully  read  to  the  affiant  before  he  signed 
his  name  by  making  his  mark. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  of  Prolate. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 
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[:N'o.  17.— Class  second,  1869.] 

Vienna,  Alabama,  Septembm^  18, 1869. 
Dear  Sir  :  We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Vienna  and  vicinity,  in  view  of  the 
existing  state  of  affairs  in  Marshall  County,  adjacent  to  this  section,  to  wit,  the  mur- 
ders and  other  outrages  that  have  recently  been  committed  in  said  county,  and  threats 
of  violence  upon  'this  place  and  vicinity,  thereby  rendering  life  and  property  insecure, 
and  having  a  desire  for  peace,  order,  and  quiet,  do  respectfully  petition  you  to  send  a 
sufficient  force  of  United  States  soldiers  to  this  place  immediately. 
Very  respectfully, 

Robert  W.  Peevy.       J.H.Alchley. 

A.  Whited.  B.  A.  Nowlin. 

J.  W.  Grayson.  Joseph  W.  Grayson. 

D.  W.  Parker.  F.  M.  Stone. 

Wm.  J.  Wallace.  F.  T.  Butler. 

Lot.  S.  Ledbetter.        E.  C.  Lusk. 

James  Latham.  James  W.  Allison, 

J.  M.  Ledbetter.  Jacob  Owens. 

James  Edge.  Henry  Wann. 

James  L.  Ledbetter.    G.  L.  T.  Lusk. 

H.  B.  Gabor.  John  T.  Haden. 

J.  G.  Ellett.  Louis  Vann. 

W.  D.  Collins.  T.  M.  Fennell. 

Isaac  D.  Wann.  J.  B.  Dickey. 

S.  M.  Nabors.  Joseph  A.  Haden. 

R.  E.  Cochron.  W.  P.  Lisk. 

S.  W.  Kennemore.        B.  F.  Walker. 
Major  General  Crawford, 

Commanding  United  States  Forces  at  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

A  true  copy : 

L.  R.  CRUMBAUGH, 

Second  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant 


[No.  18.— Class  second,  1869.] 

Terrapin  Creek,  Cleburne  County,  Alabama, 

September  20,  1869. 
Commanding  Officer  United  States  Troops,  Edivardsville,  Alabama  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  would  respectfully  ask  that  the  troops  be  brought  into  this 
neighborhood.  The  Ku-Klux  are  continually  threatening  Union  men  in  this  commu- 
nity, and  will  carry  their  threats  into  execution  against  those  Union  men  who  shot  into 
them,  and  them  Union  men  cannot  live  in  the  country  unless  protected  by  United 
States  troops.  The  troops  are  twenty  miles  from  here,  and  all  the  Ku-Klux  who  com- 
mit these  outrages  in  this  neighborhood  live  in  Calhoun  County,  or  near  the  line  ;  and 
if  the  troops  were  near  here,  these  Ku-Klux  who  have  warrants  out  against  them  can 
be  arrested  in  the  night,  without  them  knowing  that  the  soldiers  or  arresting -officers 
were  near  them.  .  Cross  Plains,  in  Calhoun  County,  is  on  the  railroad,  and  is  the  near- 
est point  to  where  the  outrages  have  been  most  frequently  committed. 

C.  M.  WHEELER.  '     ELI  B.  HATFIELD. 

G.  WHEELER.  E.  W.  BOWNING. 

J.  A.  WHEELER.  J.  B.  CAMP. 

R.  H.  WHEELER.  W.  J.  ELKINS. 

M.  L.  HATFIELD.  JOHN  WHEELER. 

HANSFORD  HATFIELD.  A.  H.  WILKINS. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  within  petition  is  entitled  to  consideration,  and  that  the 
proposed  change  of  the  United  States  troops  from  Edwards ville  to  Cross  Plains  is 
necessary  under  existing  circumstances. 

W.  R.  HUNNICUTT, 
Judge  of  Frobate,  CWburne  County',  Alabama. 

[Indorsement.] 

Camp  Detachment  Second  Infantry, 

Edwardsville,  Alabama,  September  25,  1869. 
Respectfully  forwarded,  suggesting  that  the  move,  if  ordered,  be  ordered  before  the 
end  of  the  month,  as  it  will  save  the  expense  of  hauling  rations  to  this  place  from  the 
railroad ;  and  I  believe  the  within  application  to  .be  well  founded  in  fact. 

CHAS.  KELLER,  .Ir., 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Cl^^^^fi^j^n^yP^if^^i^nt, 
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[1^0. 19.— Class  second,  1869.] 

Monte  Sano,  SepUmhet^  22,  1869. 
My  Dear  General  :  Inclosed  I  send  you  a  distressing  letter  from  Wild  Goat  Cove, 
which  I  trust  you  can  decipher.  I  write  to  add  my  earnest  solicitations  to  the  appli- 
cations for  troops  sent  you  from  the  Vienna  district.  The  negroes  on  my  place  send 
me  word  by  the  messenger  bringing  Mr.  Furgeson's  letter  to  tell  them  what  to  do.  In 
your  reply,  which  I  would  forward  to  them,  I  would  like  to  assure  them  of  protection 
to  themselves  and  property.  We  need  not  look  to  State  authority  for  it.  All  good 
men,  white  or  black,  will  welcome  the  United  States  forces,  and  feel  secure  in  their 
neighborhood.  They  are  powerless  to  protect  themselves  from  assassins,  and  our  sec- 
tion is  fast  lapsing  into  anarchy.  If  not  already  sent  forward,  I  beg  of  you  to  locate 
one  company,  at  least,  in  our  place.  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  come  down,  being 
confined  by  sickness. 
Sincerely,  yours, 

ROB'T  FEARN. 
Major  General  Crawford, 

Huntsville,  Alabama, 


[No.  20.— Class  second,  1869.] 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison : 

On  this  23d  day  of  September,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  clerk  of  city 
court  of  Huntsville,  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  John  Leslie,  resident  on 
the  Boiling  place,  two  miles  from  Cluttsville,  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who, 
being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  Sunday  morning,  the  12th  of  September,  I 
was,  with  other  colored  people,  attending  preaching  at  the  Widow  Bland's,  when  our 
services  were  broken  up  by  five  men  dressed  in  disguise  riding  into  the  grove  where 
we  were  holding  our  meeting,  pointing  their  pistols  at  us  saying,  ^'  We  will  give  you 
all  ten  minutes  to  get  away  from  here  ;  we  are  going  to  stop  this  nigger  preaching; 
there  shall  not  be  any  more  under  tvv^o  months;  ^^  and  we  all  left.  At  the  same  time 
there  came  from  the  opposite  side  some  five  or  six  white  men,  not  disguised,  but  armed. 
I  asked  two  of  them  whether  we  could  not  hold  our  meetings  there.  Mr.  Coon  Wil- 
liamson and  one  Alfred  Clutcher  said  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  were  not  the 
men.  On  the  following  Monday  night,  the  13th  of  September,  about  9  o'clock,  I  think, 
as  I  stepped  from  my  house  into  the  yard,  I  saw  over  twenty  men  disguised  riding 
up  to  the  fence ;  they  came  through  the  gate  into  the  yard.  When  I  saw  them  I  ran 
away,  upon  which  they  called  upon  me  to  halt,  but  I  continued  to  run  and  they  fired 
eight  shots  at  me.  I  ran  into  the  woods  and  staid  there  till  near  daylight.  On  my 
return  home  I  learned  that  they  had  left  after  shooting  at  me,  but  they  or  another 
party  returned  about  midnight,  broke  open  the  door  of  my  house,  searching  all  over 
the  house  for  guns  ;  they  hit  mj^  wife  in  the  face,  took  my  son,  who  is  thirteen  years 
old,  out  of  the  house  into  the  road,  made  him  take  ofi  his  shirt,  beat  him  with  switches, 
and  carried  off  a  gun  he  had  borrowed  from  a  neighbor.  I  am  afraid  to  stay  there 
from  threats  made  by  this  band  of  disguised  men  against  my  life. 

his 
JOHN  +  LESLIE. 
mark. 

Witness  :  John  G.  Blackwell. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  23d  day  of  September,  1869,  and  I  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  was  carefully  read  to  the  aJBSant  before  he  signed  his  name 
by  making  his  mark, 

JAMES  H.  BONE, 
Cleric  City  Court  of  Huntsville. 

A  true  copy  : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


fm.  21.— Class  second,  1869.] 

State  of  Alabama,  Gomity  of  Madison,  ss: 

On  this  day,  27th  of  October,  1869,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  William  Blair,  late  of  Lime- 
stone County,  now  a  resident  of  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly 
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sworn,  deposes  and  says  tbat  on  or  about  the  night  of  the  —  of  December,  1868, 1  was 
asleep  in  bed  and  was  aroused  from  sleep  by  some  parties  breaking  down  the  door  of 
the  house.  Two  men  came  toward  my  bed;  one  caught  me  by  my  right  arm  saying, 
"  Get  up  and  come  with  me ;  we  want  to  see  you."  I  not  moving  at  once,  one  of  tbem 
hit  me  on  the  head  with  a  pistol.  I  then  got  up  and  followed  them  out  of  the  house. 
I  saw  nine  men  outside ;  in  all  eleven  men.  Those  men  had  on  white  gowns,  but  their 
faces  were  not  masked.  The  two  men  who  came  into  the  house  and  made  me  follow 
them  I  recognized  to  be  Ruff  Wray  and  Dick  Hines,  and  the  other  men  outside  of  the 
house  I  recognized  to  be  Bunk  and  Poney  Hines,  Dave  Friend,  Bill  Northern,  Hugh, 
George,  Cube,  and  Sim  Hudson,  and  James  Henry  Cox.  As  soon  as  I  got  out  of  the 
house  these  men  surrounded  me  and  beat  me  on  the  head  with  their  pistols.  Some  of 
them  said,  "  Keep  Jim  Henry  back,  or  he  will  cut  his  throat."  This  man  Jim  Henry 
Cox  ran  up  toward  me  with  a  knife  in  his  hand  and  struck  at  me  with  it  over  the 
heads  of  the  other  men.  Two  men,  Dick  Hines  and  Ruff  Wray,  held  me  by  the  arms 
all  the  time;  they  dragged  me  some  distance  from  the  house.  When  about  on^ 
hundred  yards,  this  man  Jim  Henry  Cox  was  behind  me  sticking  me  in  the  back  and 
legs  with  a  knife.  I  called  to  them,  stating  he  was  cutting  me  with  a  knife.  They 
said,  '^  You  are  a  damn  liar;  come  on."  He  did  not  cease  sticking  me  with  his  knife. 
They  carried  and  dragged  me  about  fifty  yards  further,  and  they  took  all  my  clothes 
off  of  me,  and  commenced  beating  me  with  sticks  ;  some  beat  me,  some  choked  me, 
and  others  sticking  and  cutting  me  with  their  knives.  I  could  not  tell  who  the  parties 
were ;  I  mean  I  could  not  distinguish  one  from  the  other.  They  laid  me  down  on  the 
ground,  and  held  me  there  with  my  face  to  the  ground ;  they  cut  my  legs,  arms,  and 
back,  with  their  knives;  across  the  other  way  they  cut  deep  gashes  crosswise  ;  they 
split  open  my  feet  with  their  knives  and  cut  deep  gashes  in  my  thighs  and  calves  of 
my  legs,  first  up  and  down,  and  then  across.  After  they  had  done  beating  me  they  told 
me  to  stand  up,  but  I  could  not,  from  weakness  caused  by  loss  of  blood  from  the  cuts 
they  gave  me  in  the  back,  legs,  and  arms ;  then  two  of  the  men  held  me  up,  and  some 
of  them  knocked  me  down  by  hitting  me  on  the  head  with  their  pistols.  I  have  been 
confined  almost  all  the  time  to  my  bed,  under  medical  treatment,  «ince,  and  now  am 
not  able  to  do  any  work  to  support  myself,  and  I  am  still  under  medical  treatment. 
I  am  not  able  to  travel  any  distance.  I  was  beaten  and  cut  in  this  way  while  living 
with  my  father  on  the  plantation  owned  by  Mr.  John  Floyd,  in  Limestone  County, 
State  of  Alabama.  They  told  me  to  go  home  and  tell  my  father,  old  Gus,  if  he  did  not 
leave  they  would  return  and  kill  all  and  burn  up  the  whole  plantation ;  that  they 
would  kill  all  of  Gus's  family  if  they  were  there  two  weeks  longer. 

his 

WILLIAM  -f  BLAIR. 

mark. 
Witnesses : 

Justin  Ronayne. 
John  H.  Wager. 

Sworn  and^  subscribed  to  before  me  this  27th  day  of  October,  1869 ;  and  I  hereby 
certify  that  the  foregoing  was  carefully  read  to  the  affiant  before  he  signed  his  name 
bv  making  his  mark. 

JAS.  H.  BONE, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court. 

Office  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court, 

Huntsville^  Alabama^  November  5,  1869. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  original 
affidavit  made  in  this  office  October  27, 1869. 

JAS.  H.  BONE,  Cleric, 


Hosted  by 


Google 


1206       CONDITION    OF    AFFAIRS   IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 
Index  of  civil  documents  for  1870. 

CLASSIFICATION. 

Glass  first — Reports  by  officers,  with  appended  documents. 

Class  second. — Application  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  &c.,  from  civilians. 

Class  first. — Beports  ly  officers,  ivitli  appended  documents. 


No. 

Date. 

1 

1870. 
•Jau.    12 

2 

Jan.    20 

3 

Mar.     3 

4 

Mar.     5 

5 

Mar.  30 

6 

April  13 

"Writer. 


April  21 
June  29 
July  12 

July  20 

July  31 

Aug.  18 


Aug.  15 
15     Aug.  20 


Aug.  20 
Oct.  24 
Oct.    30 


ISTov.  20 


S.  W.  Crawford,  colo- 
nel Second  Infantry, 
brevet  major  general. 


-do. 


Lieut.  P.  H.  Flood.. 
Lieut.  Charles  Harkins 

S.  W.  Crawford,  colo- 
nel Second  Infantry, 
&c. 

Lieut.  Charles  Harkins 


do 

Capt.  McLoughlin  . 
Lieut.  G-allagher , . . 


Purport. 


Capt.  McLoughlin  . 
do 


-do. 


do 

do 

Lieut.  Bateman. 


Capt.  McLoughlin  . 

Lieut.  Bateman 

do 


Capt.  McLoughlin . . 


Letter  to  assistant  adjutant  general,  Department  of  the  South, 
forwarding  documents  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  regarding  disturb- 
ances in  Blount  County. 

Appended  letters  from  A.  S.  Lakin,  A.  B.  Watson,  William 
Shepard,  and  F.  W.  White. 

Letter  to  assistant  adjutant  general,  Department  of  the  South, 
in  regard  to  civil  affairs. 

Appended  letter  of  J.  W.  Haralson  in  regard  to  civil  affairs  in 
Blount  County,  requesting  troops,  &c. 

Eeports  result  of  investigation  of  disturbance  at  Stevenson, 
Alabama. 

Reports  result  of  investigation  of  disturbance  at  Somerville, 
Alabama. 

Reports  regarding  state  of  affairs  at  Jacksonville,  Calhoun 
County. 

Reports  result  of  investigation  into  the  murder  of  Samuel  Boyd, 

late  solicitor  of  Green  County,  Alabama. 
Appended  statements  of  Sheriff'  Cote,  A.  A.  Smith,  circuit  clerk 

S.  B.  Bown,  county  assessor,  copy  of  testimony  before  and 

proceedings  of  coroner's  inquest. 
Reporting  cause  of  disturbance  at  Eutaw,  Alabama. 
Report  regarding  disturbances  at  Stevenson,  Alabama. 
Report  regarding  disturbances  at  Ashville,  Alabama. 
Appended  affidavit  of  Charles  A.  Ritchey. 
Reports  regarding  outrage  <m  J.  McMannan. 
Reports  that  his  camp  has  been  fired  on. 
Civil  law  a  dead  letter,  ex-union  soldier  living  in  his  camp  for 

protection. 
Appended  affidavit  of  Colomay  Smith. 
Reports  regarding  state  of  affairs  at  Ashville,  Alabama. 
Appended  letter  from  Judge  DeBerry  requesting  that  the  town 

be  placed  under  martial  law.    Affidavit  of  William  Starkey 

concerning  Kn-Klux  oiitrages. 
Reports  regarding  state  of  affairs  in  Saint  Clair  County. 
Reports  the  shooting  of  Mr.  Springfield. 
Reports  regarding  tight  between  negroes  and  disguised  men  at 

Courtland,  Alabama. 
Appended  statement  of  Mr.  Baker ;  joint  statement  of  Messrs. 

Foster,  H.  Baker,  Mr.  Phalen,  and  Mr.  Simmons.    Diagram 

of  scene  of  action. 
Reports  regarding  the  murder  of  Mr.  Harrison. 
Reports  regarding  disturbances  in  Fayette  County,  Alabama. 
Reports  action  in  assisting  civil  officers. 
Appended  affidavit  of  F.  M.  Treadaway,  sheriff  of  Fayette 

County,  Alabama, 
Reports  the  shooting  of  Jessie  Ingram. 
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Class  second. — Application  for  military  aid,  affidavits,  statements,  ^c.,  from  citizens. 


No. 

Date. 

Writer. 

Purport. 

1 

2 

1870. 
Jan.     8 
Jan.    15 
Feb.   26 

Feb.    26 

Feb.   28 
Feb.   28 

Mar.  31 
June  24 

July  10 
July  12 
Julv  12 
Julv  14 
July  19 

Sept.    2 
Oct.    15 
Oct.    15 

Judge  Haralson  ....*.. 
A-Uonynious 

Applies  for  troops  for  DeKalb  County,  Alabama. 

Regarding  Ku-Klux  outrages  at  Summit,  Alabama.    [Omitted.J 

Affidavit  regarding  disguised  men. 

Begarding  Ku-Klux  outrages,  requestin<i  a  guard,  or  arms  and 

ammunition.     [Ontitted.] 
Afiidavit  regarding  Ku-Klux  outrages. 
Do. 

Keports  that  he  must  resign  or  suspend  business. 
Letters  regarding  murders,  &c.,  in  Sumter,  Greene,  and  Tusca- 
loosa Counties,  Alabama. 
Eequesting  troops  for  Saint  Clair  County,  Alabama. 
Requesting  at  least  100  troops  for  Patona,  Alabama. 
Requesting  troops  for  Patona,  Alabama. 
Affidavit  regarding  outrage  on  him. 
Statement  concerning  disturbance  at  Crosse  Plains,  Alabama. 

Requesting  garrison  for  Steveuvson,  Alabama. 
Affidavit  concerning  Ku-Klux  outrage. 
Forwarding  letter  of  W.  B.  Bowen. 

3 

4 

S.  Lawler  and  E.  Bar- 
ber. 
Anonvnjous 

5 

Frank  Bell 

6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

James  Bell  and  Joshua 

Harris. 
H.  O.  Thomas,  sheriff. . 
C.  Hayes,  member  of 

Congress. 

Judge  DeBerry 

E.  G-.  Barney 

11 
12 

W.  S.  McElwain 

J  McMannau  .   . 

13 
14 

^A.  D.  Bailey,    C.    I. 
Sharp,  E.  L.  Hesterby. 
S.  Crawford      .  , . 

15 

Lucinda  Ford . . 

IT) 

D.  L.  Dalton 

Appended  letter  of  W.  B.  Bowen  concerning  firing  upon  colored 
congregations. 

[No.  1.— Class  first,  1870.] 

Headquahters,  Huntsville,  Alabama, 

January  12,  1870. 
CoLONEp:  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  documents  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  report- 
ing disturbances  in  Blount  County,  Alabama,  and  the  urgent  request  of  the  citizens 
for  protection. 

I  have  long  been  of  the  opinion  that  a  detachment  of  troops  should  be  stationed  in 
Blount  County,  and  would  have  sent  them  there  under  the  general  iiJstructions  which 
^ave  heretofore  guided  my  action,  but  there  is  no  disposable  force  whatever  at  this 
post  at  present,  and  I  am  unable  to  send  any  detachment  to  Blount  County. 

I  would  respectfully  draw  the  attention  of  the  commanding  general  to  the  commu- 
nication of  the  Eev.  Mr.  Lakin,  a  Methodist  clergyman,  whose  opportunities  for  obser- 
vation have  been,  and  are,  better  that  those  of  any  other  single  observer. 

This  section  has  been  until  now  entirely  quiet,  but  disturbances  are  beginning 
again  at  various  points,  and  I  have  no  force  to  send  in  aid  of  the  civil  authorities. 

I  would  recommend  that  a  detachment  of  twentj^-five  men  and  two  officers  be  seni 
to  Blount  Springs  to  protect  the  loyal  and  law-abiding  citizens  of  that  section. 
Very  respectfully,  xouv  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFOED, 
Brevet  Major  General,  Commanding, 
Colonel  Jos.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Mr.  White  is  pastor  of  Village  Spring  circuit,  and  superintendent  of  public  instruc- 
tion for  Blount  County. 

Mr.  Watson  is  i)residing  eider  of  Elyton  district  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


Hunts ville,  Alabama,  January  11, 1870. 
Dear  Sir  :  Havitig  recently  returned  from  a  six  weeks'  tour  in  the  counties  of  Jack- 
son, De  Kalb,  Etowah,  Blount,  Marshall,  and  Morgan,  I  take  the  liberty  to  state  that 
in  portions  of  all  these  counties  disguised  and  armed  men  are  constantly  raiding,  rob- 
bing, whipping,  and  in  Blount  County  assassinating  Union  men.  In  Blount  there  is  a 
perfect  reign  of  terror ;  Union  men  are  hunted,  waylaid,  warned  to  leave  the  county, 
several  of  whom  are  now  refugees  from  home  and  family  ;  others  are  '^  3ying  out."  All 
are^rmed  and  ready  for  defense,  and  but  few  dare  leave  their  houses  at  uignt ;  the 
bark  of  a  dog,  the  sound  of  foot-fall,  is  an  occasion  of  alarm.  I  have  private  letters 
from  men  of  stauding,  also  personally  from  the  solid  men  of  the  county,  urging  me 
to  use  my  influence  with  the  commandant  of  the  post  (yourself)  to  send  troops  to 
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Blount  County  at  once.  The  people  have  appealed  to  the  civil  authorities  in  vain. 
The  probate  judge,  Wesley  More,  and  his  father-in-law,  Oscar  Murphy,  sheriff,  and 
other  officials,  are  all  in  sympathy  with  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  if  not  of  them.  They  now 
appeal  to  the  military  as  a  last  resort,  and  only  hope  for  protection.  If  this  appeal  is 
unheeded  they  will  be  driven  to  take  the  law  in  their  own  hands. 

From  personal  observation,  and  men  of  the  first  standing  in  the  county,  I  am  decided 
in  the  opinion  that  troops  ought  to  be  sent  at  once  to  Blount  County,  and  prevent 
lesolation  and  further  bloodshed. 

I  aFSiire  you,  general,  this  appeal  is  a  most  painful  task,  but  I  feel  that  I  would  be 
-julpable  in  the  eyes  of  all  good  and  honest  men,  knowing  these  facts  and  keej)  silence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  most  sincerely, 

A.  S.  LAKIN. 
General  S.  W.  Crav^ford, 

Huntsville,  Alabama. 

A  true  cony  of  the  original. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Brevet  Major  General,  U.  S.  A.,  Colonel  Second  Infantry,  Commanding, 

A  true  copy : 

JAS.  M.  INGALLS, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


B. 


Blount  County,  Aiabama,  December  26, 1869. 
Dear  Brother  :  I  understand  that  you  have  $100  in  your  hands  of  missionary 
money.  The  appropriation  made  to  the  Village  Springs  circuit  is  not  enough  to  support 
him,  owing  to  the  rent  made  in  the  work.  I  wish  you  to  write  to  Bishop  Simpson, 
requesting  him  to  grant  to  Brother  White  $100  more  for  his  support.  Please  to  attend 
to  this,  if  you  please,  as  soon  as  possible. 

A.  B.  WATSON. 
Mr.  A.  S.  Lakin. 

Mr.  A.  S.  Larkin  :  Please  assist  Brother  White  in  getting  the  requisition  of  some 
troops  for  Blount  County  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the  county.  There  are  a  great  many 
threats  circulating  through  the  county,  and  we  must  have  help  if  we  can  get  it.  Please 
attend  to  it  as  soon  as  possible, 

A.  B.  WATSON,  Presiding  Elder, 
P.  S. — Answer  in  haste.    I  need  your  help. 

T.  W.  WHITE. 
A  true  copy  of  the  original  forwarded  on  the  13th  instant. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
,  Brevet  Major  General,  U.  S.  A.,  Colonel  Second  Infantry,  Commanding, 

A  true  copy  : 

JAS.  M.  INGALLS, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


Hunts viLLE,  Alabama,  January  1, 1870. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  here  nearly  two  weeks,  and  I  cannot  leave  until  I  see  you. 
The  loyal  men  of  Blount  County  are  becoming  discouraged.  If  any  people  have  sub- 
mitted to  wrougs  and  injuries,  they  have.  I  appear  here  as  the  rejjresentative  of  suf- 
fering and  oppressed  people  seeking  relief  and  assistance  at  your  hands ;  and  extreme 
and  extraordinary  necessity  compels  me  to  urge  a  speedy  conference  with  you.  As  all 
of  it  will  necessarily  have  to  be  gone  over  again,  I  will  not  trouble  with  the  details. 
I  can  generally  be  found  at  the  office  of  Judge  Douglass.  A  speedy  compliance  will 
confer  a  very  great  favor  on  others  as  well  as  myself. 
Most  respectfully, 

WILLIAM  SHEPARD. 
General  Crawford,  Commanding  at  Muntsville. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original  forwarded  to  headquarters  of  the  department  on  the  13th 
January. 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Brevet  Major  Genc/ral, 
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B. 

Balm,  Alabama,  January  11,  1870. 
Brother  Lakin  :  I  was  coming  to  see  you,  "but  the  weather  is  so  bad  I  cannot  come. 
Please  go  to  the  land-office  and  find  if  the  southeast  quarter  of  southwest  quarter  of 
section  18,  of  township  14j  of  range  1  west,  has  been  entered,  and  if  it  has  been,  by 
whom,  as  we  have  a  church-house  on  it.  The  Church  South  is  trying  to  get  the  house 
by  entering  us  out.  The  house  has  been  there  for  years,  and  the  party  that  left  us  is 
doing  the  work  of  the  smutty  devil.  I  was  coming  to  get  troops  for  this  county.  My 
life  is  in  danger.  The  Ku-Klux  came  near  getting  me  last  week.  I  go  when  I  please. 
Excuse  my  hand ;  it's  cold. 

F.  W.  WHITE. 

A  true  copy  of  the  original  forwarded  to   department  headquarters  on  the  13th  in- 
stant. 

S.  W.  CEAWFORD, 
Brevet  Major  General,  JJ.  S.  A.,  Colonel  Second  Infantry,  Commanding, 

A  true  copy: 

JAS.  M.  INGALLS, 

First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  Fost  Adjutant, 


[No.  2.— Class  first,  1870.  J 

Montgomery,  Alabama,  January  20, 1870. 
Colonel  :  Inclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  communication  from  Judge  W. 
J.  Haralson,  of  the  fifth  judicial  district  of  this  State,  in  reference  to  Blount  County. 

After  a  conversation  with  his  excellency  the  governor  of  the  State  to-day,  he  re- 
quested me  to  state  to  the  commanding  general  of  the  department  that  he  would  offer 
no  obstacle  to  the  removal  of  the  troops  from  Tuscaloosa,  and  that  he  would  be  glad,  if 
consistent  with  the  view  of  the  department  commander,  should  they  be  sent  to  Blounts- 
viile,  Blount  County.  The  distance  by  road  is  about  ninety  miles,  and  I  am  informed 
it  is  a  fair  road. 

The  governor  thinks  that  a  force  in  Blount  County  would  be  sufficiently  near  Tusca- 
loosa to  exercise  a  restraining  influence.  He,  however,  is  determined,  upon  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  disturbances  and  the  violation  of  law  which  prevailed  last  year  in  that  sec- 
tion, to  have  recourse  to  the  militia  of  the  State. 

A  force  at  Blountsville  would  have  to  be  supplied  by  way  of  Guntersville,  Tennessee 
Eiver. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFOED, 
Colonel  Second  Infa7itry,  Brevet  Major  General,  U.  S,  A, 
Colonel  Jos.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Departme^it  of  the  South. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLEE, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  Infantry,  Fost  Adjutant, 


Montgomery,  Alabama,  January  20, 1870. 

Dear  Sir:  Upon  information  which  I  derived  from  Blount  County,  in  this  State,  and 
which  I  deem  entirely  reliable,  I  am  constrained,  under  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  country, 
to  call  on  you  to  assist  the  civil  officers  by  an  adequate  force  to  execute  the  law  in  that 
locality. 

I  am  informed  by  the  Hon.  George  White,  a  member  of  the  legislature  from  that 
county,  that  he  is  in  apprehension  of  danger  to  himself  personally  if  he  ventures  to 
return  to  his  home  in  that  county.  He  did  not  return  duriug  the  recess  of  the  legisla- 
ture. I  am  also  informed  by  Mr.  White,  the  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  in 
that  county,  that  he  could  establish  one  or  more  schools  for  the  benefit  of  the  chil- 
dren of  freedmen,  but  he  is  afraid  to  do  so  himself,  and  the  same  considerations  of  fear 
[would  prevent  him  from  procuring  teachers. 

I  h^ve  implicit  confidence  in  the  statement  of  Mr.  White;  he  is  a  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  veracity  and  integrity.  I  am  also  informed 
by  letters  from  other  gentlemen  that  there  have  been  some  three  or  four  men  killed 
there  within  the  last  three  or  four  months,  under  circumstances  of  great  aggravation. 
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These,  sir,  Tvith  the  other  facts  which  might  he  added,  are  the  reasons  why  I  invoke 
the  interposition  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  and  I  hope  that  it  may' be  conso- 
nant with  your  views  to  afford  the  required  assistance. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HARALSON, 
Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court,  Fifth  Circuit  in  the  State. 
General  S.  W.  Crawford, 

Commanding,  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


[No.  3.— Class  first,  1870.] 

Headquarters  Post  of  Huntsville, 

Huntsville,  Alabama,  March  3,  1870. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  verbal  orders  from  the  post  commander  of  date  March  1,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Stephenson,  Alabama,-  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  trouble  in  that 
neighborhood. 

I  foundou  my  arrival,  by  conferring  with  the  mayor  of  the  town,  the  probate  judge,  the 
sheriff,  the  marshal,  and  reliable  citizens,  that  the  animus  which  cnlminated  in  the  late 
disturbance,  and  is  said  to  be  the  chief  cause  of  the  difficulties  in  that  vicinity,  arose  from 
the  fact  of  a  negro  man  livingin  marital  relation  with  a  woman  thought  to  be  of  the  white 
race.  But  my  own  opinion  is  this  is  only  a  pretext  for  maltreating  the  colored  i)eople 
against  whom  a  disguised  party  of  men,  known  and  commonly  called  Ku-Klux  Klan,  ap- 
pear to  have  a  special  animosity,  and  the  determinatian  of  driviiJg  them  away.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  leeling  against  this  negro  man,  whose  name  is  Prior,  a  mob  of  these  dis- 
guised men  proceeded  from  the  town  to  the  negro  settlement,  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  distant,  on  last  Friday  night,  the  25th  of  "February,  fired  into  the  settlement,  and 
wounded  one  colored  man.  The  next  day,  Saturday,  the  settlement  was  again  visited 
Iby  these  men,  and  the  arms  of  the  negroes  were  taken  away.  It  is  supposed  that  in. 
retaliation  for  this  outrage  a  party  of  colored  men  fired  into  the  houses  of  Messrs.  Bunn 
and  MacMahon,  two  merchants  of  the  town,  on  the  following  Sunday  night,  though 
neither  were  injured.  On  last  Monday,  the  1st  of  March,  a  warrant  was  issued  by  the 
l)roper  civil  officer,  and  three  colored  men.  Prior,  Jackson,,  and  Daniels,  were  arrested 
on  suspicion  of  being  guilty  of  this  last  act,  and  confined  in  a  log  stockade  adjacent  to 
the  town. 

The  same  evening  the  marshal  summoned  every  available  citizen  of  the  town  to 
guard  the  prisoners,  and  protect  them  from  an  anticipated  forcible  liberation  and  vio- 
lence by  this  disguised  band  of  men  before  referred  to.  About  9  p.  m.  that  night  these 
men  did  appear,  and  in  number  estimated  between  thirty  and  fifty,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing the  remonstrances"  of  those  on  guard,  liberated  the  prisoners,  though  in  doing  so 
the  principal  object  of  their  vengeance  (Prior)  made  good  his  escape.  The  two  re- 
maining jirisoners  were  turned  over  a  short  time  thereafter  to  the  guard  of  soldiers 
sent  up  from  tluntsville  by  the  post  commander  on  Monday  night,  and  this  guard  had 
the  men  in  custody  on  my  arrival  the  following  day,  at  4.15  p.  m. 

I  detained  the  guard  for  the  purpose  of  giving  protection  to  the  prisoners,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  civil  authorities,  and  then  used  my  best  efforts  to  hasten  an  immediate 
trial  or  examination,  which  was  effected,  and  the  j^i'isoners  released  on  Wednesday 
morning  for  the  want  of  evidence  to  convict  them.  It  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  the 
town  civil  officers  that  as  soon  as  Prior,  the  colored  man,  leaves  the  settlement  all  un- 
due excitement  will  subside.  If  this  were  all  that  is  needed,  quiet  might  soon  be  re- 
stored, for  the  colored  people  have  received  such  a  shock  by  the  outrage  committed 
that  all  are  resolved  to  remain  no  linger  where  they  are  so  cruelly  persecuted. 

On  my  departure  many  of  them  \f  ere  selling  their  little  effects  preparatory  to  remov- 
ing elsewhere,  one  of  the  female  teachers,  together  with  several  families,  leaving  on  the 
same  train  with  myself  for  Huntsville. 

I  wish  to  add  that  the  sheriff  states  that  he  was  in  no  manner  apprised  of  the  dis- 
turbance, and  seems  to  be  quite  confident  of  his  own  ability  and  i)ower  to  act  when- 
ever called  upon  so  to  do. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  H.  FLOOD, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  U.  S.  A. 

First  Lieutenant  James  M.  Ingalls, 

Fost  Adjutant. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Fost  Adjutant, 
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[No.  4.— Class  first,  1870.] 

HuNTSviLLE,  Alabama,  March  5,  1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  to  state  that,  in  compliance  with  paragragh  2,  Special  Order 
No.  45,  headquarters  post  of  Huntsville,  Huntsville,  Alabama,  April  2,  1870,  and  addi- 
tional verbal  instructions  from  the  brevet  major  general  commanding,  I  proceeded  to 
Somerville,  Morgan  County,  Alabama,  where  I  arrived  at  12  o^clock  on  the  3d  in- 
stant, and,  in  compliance  with  my  instructions,  immediately  commenced  to  investigate 
the  disturbance  which  has  for  some  time  agitated  that  county.  I  found  most  of  the 
citizens  either  so  prejudiced  in  their  views  or  intimidated  by  fear  of  consequences  that 
but  little  reliable  information  could  be  elicited  from  them.  From  a  few,  whom  I  be- 
lieve gave  nie  an  account  of  the  true  state  of  affairs,  I  base  this  report. 

The  difficulty  originated  about  eighteen  months  ago,  in  a  personal  quarrel  between 
Judge  Charlton  and  a  Mr.  Kagland,  both  of  whom  have  been  killed  by  unknown 
parties  since  then.  Family,  political,  and  personal  quarrels  have  been  so  blended  and 
mixed  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  ascertain  where  the  one  commences  and  the  others 
end.  These,  and  other  conflicting  interests,  have  kept  the  spirit  of  discord  and  ani- 
mosity alive,  and  have  engendered  such  deadly  feuds  to  such  an  extent  that  at  the 
present  time  law  and  order  are  set  at  defiance.  The  civil  officers  are  paralyzed  with 
fear,  and  make  no  effort  to  discharge  their  duties.  Public  sentiment  is  suppressed, 
men  are  afraid  to  denounce  or  expose  criminals,  lest  for  doing  so  they  would  incur 
the  displeasure  of  the  malefactors,  and  thereby  jeopardize  their  lives.  As  proof  of 
this  the  following  named  citizens  have  been  murdered  in  the  county  since  the  first  of 
January  last :  James  Simmons,  Elijah  McClenehan,  Jefferson  Knight,  William  Clem- 
mens.  Judge  Charlton,  and  Alexander  Tarer.  The  murderers  of  Clemmons  and  Sim- 
mons were  brought  to  trial,  and  acquitted  on  the  plea  of  committing  the  acts  in  self- 
defense.  I  have  been  credibly  informed  that  the  facts  in  these  cases  did  not  justify 
such  decisions ;  that  the  juries  were  packed,  and  that  their  trials  were  mere  mocke- 
ries of  law  and  justice.  No  effort  has  been  made  to  discover  and  bring  to  justice  the 
murderers  of  the  other  men  mentioned,  although  for  cold-blooded,  premeditated  assas- 
sinations they  stand  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  crime.  The  facts  connected  with 
the  murder  of  Judge  Charlton  prove  it  to  be  the  work  of  a  strong,  well-organized, 
secret  society,  and  not  the  acts  of  a  few  individuals,  as  supposed  by  some  of  the  citi- 
zens. 

About  a  week  before  my  arrival  at  Somerville  there  were  two  opposing  armed 
bauds  in  the  county,  one  under  the  command  of  Ponder  and  Robinson,  the  other  under 
the  leadership  of  Eobert  Garner;  the  former  consisting  of  about  sixty  men,  and  the 
latter  about  eight.  Garner,  with  his  men,  is  reported  to  have  left  the  county.  Ponder 
and  Robinson,  with  their  men,  are  still  under  arms,  and  are  scouting  through  the 
coiyity  in  small  bands ;  a  squad  of  them,  consisting  of  about  fifteen  men,  were  in 
Somerville  on  Saturday,  the  2d  instant,  and  are  reported  as  having  made  threats 
against  the  citizens  of  the  county.  The  majority  of  the  citizens  of  Somerville  with 
whom  I  conversed  on  the  subject  sympathize  with  Robinson  and  his  party,  and  exult 
in  the  death  of  Judge  Charlton. 

The  civil  officers  of  the  county  have,  in  my  opinion,  failed  to  discharge  their  duties, 
the  result  of  which  is  that  at  the  present  time  their  functions  are  ignored  and  their 
authority  set  at  defiance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  resnectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  HARKINS, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  United  States  Infantry, 

Lieutenant  P.  H.  Flood, 

Fast  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alabama. 


Headquarters  Second  Infantry, 

Huntsville,  Alabama,  March  30,  1870. 
Colonel:  On  Wednesday  last  I  proceeded  to  Jacksonville,  Calhoun  County,  in 
order  to  inquire  into  the  disturbances  in  that  section.  At  Chattanooga  I  was  joined 
by  the  governor  of  the  State,  whom  I  accompanied  to  Jacksonville.  I  found  the  follow- 
ing condition  of  things :  About  two  weeks  ago  a  party  of  disguised  men,  numbering 
fifteen  or  twenty,  all  mounted,  made  their  appearance  near  Jacksonville.  They 
visited  the  houses  of  a  Mr.  Reed,  a  Mr.  Jason  Scott,  and  also  the  house  of  his  father. 
They  visited  also  some  negro  cabins.  At  the  houses  of  Mr.  Reed  and  Mr.  Scott  the 
men  were  summoned  and  ordered  to  dance,  and  were  made  to  answer  trifling  questions. 
At  the  house  of  Mr.  Jason  Scott  a  negro  was  demanded.  He  attempted  to  escape, 
when  they  shot  at  him,  wounding  him  twice  in  the  leg.  Another  negro,  at  whose 
house  they  stopped,  escaped  without  injury.  It  was  impossible  to  trace  the  perpetra- 
tors of  these  outrages.    I  had  an  interview  with  the  principal  persons  in  the  town 
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in  company  with  the  governor,  and  although  all  united  in  condemnation  of  such  pro- 
ceedings, there  had  been  no  effort  to  make  any  arrests  whatever. 

As  is  the  case  in  many  counties,  the  sheriff  is  ineflScient,  and  a  very  general  com- 
plaint is  made  in  regard  to  the  neglect  of  the  civil  officers  to  execute  the  law. 

The  counties  of  Calhoun,  St.  Clair,  and  Etowah  were  strongly  rebellious  in  sentiment 
during  the  war.  Hostility  to  the  Government  in  sentiment  and  feeling  still  exists, 
although  no  overt  act  is  committed,  as  it  is  recognized  to  be  hopeless,  and  quiet 
ordinarily  prevails.  At  present  there  is  no  regular  active  association  of  disguised  men. 
The  example  set  at  one  time,  however,  by  the  best  men  in  the  community  has  been 
followed  by  a  younger  and  more  lawless  set,  who  assume  disguises  from  time  to  time 
for  the  gratification  of  private  ends,  and  in  defiance  of  all  law.  The  governor  of  the 
State  is  fully  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  using  every  lawful  means  to  suppress 
those  constantly  recurring  instances  of  lawlessness.  I  have  urged  upon  him  that  the 
militia  of  the  State  should  be  organized.  It  is  this  force  that  is  dreaded  by  the 
perpetrators  of  these  outrages,  and  under  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  the  troops  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  well  understood  that  their  influence  is  dependent  upon  the 
demand  of  the  civil  officers,  and  is  almost  wholly  negative. 

While  I  was  at  Jacksonville  a  party  of  young  men,  in  open  day,  came  to  the  hotel 
and  warned  a  gentleman  named  Luke,  one  of  the  employes  upon  the  Selma,  Rome  and 
Dalton  Railroad,  and  who  was  in  Jacksonville  to  hire 'laborers  for  the  Selma  and  Gulf 
Railroad,  that  he  must  leave  the  town  and  section,  because  he  had  taught  a  negro 
Sunday-school  at  Pa  ton  a.  The  prompt  and  unexpected  arrival  of  the  troops  had 
caused  an  excitment  among  the  people.  The  old  native  population  were  hostile  to 
their  coming,  but  the  Union  people,  and  especially  the  negroes,  were  all  encouraged 
by  their  presence. 

1  inclose  to  you  a  paragraph  from  the  Huntsville  Advocate,  of  the  29th,  showing 
the  condition  of  things  in  Morgan  County.  The  full  details  I  will  receive  to-day  and 
forward. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Colonel  Second  Infantry^  Brevet  Major  General,  U.  iS.  A. 
Colonel  Jos.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Department  of  the  South. 

A  true  copy  : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


\^o.  6.—Class  first,  1870.] 

EuTAW,  Alabama,  April  13, 1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  in  compliance  with  Special  Order  No.  49.  head^ 
quarters,  post  of  Huntsville,  Huntsville,  Alabama,  April  8, 1870,  and  additional  instruc- 
tions from  the  brevet  major  general  commanding,  of  the  same  date,  I  proceeded  to 
Eutaw,  Alabama,  but  owing  to  necessary  delays  did  not  reach  there  until  the  evening 
of  the  12th  instant,  where  on  my  arrival  I  immediately  proceeded  to  investigate  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  murder  of  Samuel  Boyd,  late  solicitor  of  Greene 
County,  Alabama,  and  the  condition  of  civil  affairs  in  this  section,  and  find  them  to  be 
as  follows : 

Mr.  Boyd  was  murdered  in  a  room  at  the  hotel  in  this  town,  about  11  o'clock  p.  m., 
on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1871,  by  a  band  of  about  thirty  armed  and  masked  men,  said 
to  belong  to  a  secret  political  society  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  organization.  They  were 
seen  entering  the  hot»l  and  committing  the  deed  by  several  of  the  citizens  and  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  and  no  attempt  made  to  arrest  or  prevent  them  from  carrying 
their  atrocious  design  into  execution.  Civil  affairs  are  in  a  very  disturbed  and  agitated 
condition  ;  seven  murders  have  been  committed  in  this  county  within  the  past  three 
months,  and  but  little  effort  made  to  arrest  and  bring  to  justice  the  perpetrators  of 
these  crimes;  the  civil  officers  seem  to  be  powerless  to  restore  and  maintain  law  and 
order.  For  further  and  more  complete  information  on  these  subjects,  I  would  respect- 
fully invite  your  attention  to  the  papers  hereto  appended,  which  I  believe  to  be  true  in 
every  particular.  They  give  a  correct  account  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Boyd,  and  partly 
represent  the  feelings  of  the  people  and  the  state  of  affairs  in  this  section.  These  papers 
are  classified  and  marked  as  follows : 

Statement  of  the  sheriff,  Mr.  Cole,  marked  A. 

Statement  of  A.  A.  Smith,  circuit  clerk,  marked  B. 

Statement  of  Samuel  B.  Brown,  tax  assessor  of  the  county,  marked  C. 

A  true  copy  of  the  testimony  and  proceedings  of  the  coroner's  inquest,  in  the  case  of 
Mr.  Boyd,  marked  D. 
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The  force  under  my  command  (ten  men)  is  not  sufficient  to  awe  and  keep  in  check 

the  turbulent  element  which  is  defying  law  and  murdering  at  will.    I  would,  therefore, 

respectfully  recommend  that  it  be  increased  to  at  least  twenty-five  or  thirty  men,  and 

stationed  here  until  after  the  election  for  county  and  State,  which  takes  place  next  fall 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  HARKINS, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry, 
Post  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alalama, 


A. 

EUTAW,  Ajyril  12,  1870. 
On  the  night  of  the  31st  of  March  ultimo,  a  body  of  armed  and  disguised  men  rode 
into  this  place,  and  some  twelve  or  fifteen  dismounted  just  below  the  hotel,  and  pro- 
ceeded at  once  to  the  hotel ;  took  possession  of  the  office,  placing  ^ards  at  the  door; 
and  from  thence  they  went  to  the  room  of  Alex.  Boyd,  forcing  the  clerk  to  conduct  them 
there,  and,  bursting  open  the  door,  a  scuffle  ensued,  when  Mr.  Boyd  was  shot  at  the  door; 
he  was  then  shot  several  times  in  the  hall  leading  to  the  room.  They  at  once  left, 
mounted,  and  rode  around  the  public  square  ;  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  in  that  body ; 
there  were  others  in  different  parts  of  the  town ;  they  leffc  town  by  different  roads  ;  so 
I  hear. 

.  I  was  notified  at  once  of  the  killing  of  Mr.  Boyd  by  Mr.  Clearland,  proprietor  of  the 
hotel ;  I  w^ent  there  at  once,  and  summoned  a  jury  to  hold  an  inquisition  over  his  body; 
went  in  person  for  Mayor  Roberts  to  act  as  coroner ;  Dr.  Meriwether  as  the  examining 
surgeon.  The  people  were  all  much  excited  and  horrified  at  the  murder,  and  it  being 
at  the  dead  hour  of  night,  and  the  Ku-Klux  being  before  thought  only  a  m3^th,  it  was 
impossible  to  do  anything,  they  being  in  such  force  that  it  would  have  taken  a  large 
body  of  well-armed  men  to  have  done  anything  with  them.  The  deed,  so  far  as  I  have 
heard,  is  condemned  by  all ;  the  feelmg  not  being  bitter  against  any  parties  on  account 
of  political  opinion.  It  is  thought  the  reason  Mr.  Boyd  was  sought  for,  was  on  account 
of  his  having  had  a  great  deal  to  say  about  the  killing  of  a  negro  at  Union  some  time 
ago.  Our  town  and  county  is  quiet  and  peaceable  now. 
I  am,  very  respectfullv, 

GEO.  H.  COLE, 
Sheriff  Greene  County, 
Captain  Hawkins, 

United  States  Army. 


State  of  Alabama,  Greene  County  : 

©FFICE   ClEKK  of  THE   CIRCUIT  CoURT. 

I,  A.  A.  Smith,  clerk  of  the  circuit  cou?'t  of  said  county,  and, also  county  superintend- 
ent of  education,  deem  it  my  duty  to  present  to  whom  it  may  concern  a  brief  statement 
of  affairs  as  they  now  exist  in  this  county  as  regards  the  murder  of  Alexander  Boyd, 
our  county  solicitor  and  register  in  chancery,  on  the  night  of  the  31st  of  March,  1870. 
The  inquest  held  over  the  body  reveals  the  whole  matter;  there  are  many  things  con- 
nected with  the  murder  which  as  yet  are  hid.  The  sheriff'  of  the  county  saw  the  par- 
ties in  disguise  ride  around  the  public  square  after  the  murder  was  committed,  and  did 
not  make  any  attempt  to  arrest  them,  I  suppose,  from  fear  or  some  other  cause.  The 
people  of  this  county,  or  a  large  number  of  them,  bid  defiance  to  law,  and  I  am  free  to 
say  that  the  laws  cannot  be  executed  here  under  the  existing  state  of  affairs.  The 
people  say  openly  that  there  shall  not  be  a  court  h«ld  at  this  place  this  spring.  Mj^ 
brother,  the  judge  of  this  circuit,  cannot  come  here  and  hold  a  court  and  be  safe, 
Freedmen  are  almost  daily  being  killed,  school-houses  in  which  freedmen's  schools  are 
being  taught  are  burned,  and  the  teachers  of  said  schools  are  being  driven  from  the 
county,  or  made  afraid  to  continue.  My  life  has  been  threatened,  as  the  original  note 
which  I  append  will  show ;  I  send  the  original  and  keep  an  exact  copy.  I  am  informed 
by  the  freedmen  that  persons  whom  we  least  suspect  were  engaged  in  making  the  plot 
to  kill  Mr.  Boyd.  The  paper  published  in  this  place,  and  edited  by  Joseph  W.  Taylor, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  main  cause  of  all  the  bloodshed  in  this  county.  It  advises  the 
people  to  end  the  guilty  career  of  the  radical  members  of  the  legislature  of  Alabama, 
and  also  the  radical  officials,  by  the  ballot-box  "  if  it  can,  but  the  cartridge-box  if  it 
mus^;"  it  calls  every  radical  officer  a  thief  and  other  pet  names,  and  all  because  they 
claim  the  right  to  think  and  act  as  they  please  in  regard  to  the  great  political  issues 
of  the  day.  Murderers  are  running  at  large,  and  no  one  attempts  to  arrest  them.  No 
man  or  men  in  the  county  dare  say  one  word  in  opposition  to  this  Ku-Klux  band ;  no 
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one  dare  make  any  complaint  to  the  civil  authorities,  for  they  well  know  that  it  is 
utterly  impossible  to  convict  any  one  of  that  class  in  this  county  by  any  jury  that  we 
can  get.  We  are  at  their  mercy,  and  the  ^'  black  flag"  is  hoisted  against  all  radicals. 
Northern  men  (unless  they  be  democrats)  are  denounced  as  usurpers,  who  ought  to  be 
driven  from  the  county.  Let  us  have  protection  here,  or  we  must  eventually  meet  the 
same  fate  of  Mr.  Boyd.  I,  as  an  officer,  feel  that  there  has  already  been  enough  done 
in  this  county  to  justify  the  most  stringent  measures;  if  that  be  martial  law,  for  God's 
sake  let  us  have  it. 

This  is  a  brief  statement  of  affairs  as  they  exist  in  this  county,  made  to  Lieutenant 
Harkins,  at  his  request,  April  13,  1870. 

A.  A.  SMITH. 


NOTE. 

Slip  taken  from  paper  sent  hy  A.  A,  Smith. 

The  Eutaw  Whig  denounces  the  road  act,  passed  by  the  legislature  and  approved 
by  Governor  Smith,  for  the  counties  of  Sumter,  Greene,  and  Perry.  Denunciation 
doesn't  reach  the  question.  Only  the  hanging  of  the  perpetrators  of  such  crimes  will 
bring  relief,  (Southern  Argus.)  We  are  afraid  they  are  in  no  danger  of  hanging  either 
here  or  hereafter.  Radical  judges  and  juries  would  let  them  oif  this  world,  and  their 
father,  the  devil,  would  befriend  them  as  his  dearly  beloved  sons  in  the  next.  The 
ballot-box  if  it  can,  the  cartridge-box  if  it  must,  should  end  their  guilty  career. 

Alabama,  Greene  County,  April  2, 1870. 

IN  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Smith: 

Sir:  Your  conduct  and  conversation  generally' is  obnoxious  to  the  people  of  this 
county.  A  small  majority  of  this  assembly  propose  giving  you  fifteen  days  to  take 
your  carpet-bag  and  travel.    Take  heed. 

K.  K.  K. 


C. 

Office  op  Tax  Assessor, 

Eutaw y  Alabama,  April  13,  1870. 
The  State  of  Alabama,  Greene  County : 

As  an  official  of  this  county,  and  a  resident  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  formerly  a 
rebel  soldier,  I  deem  it  my  duty,  not  only  as  a  citizen  and  official,  as  well  as  a  law- 
abiding  citizen,  to  present,  for  the  candid  consideration  of  all  concerned  in  the  restora- 
tion of  law  and  order,  the  state  of  affairs  really  €^xisting  in  this  county  at  the  present 
time,  and  the  utter  inefficiency  of  the  civil  authorities,  unaided  by  the'military,  to  en- 
force the  law  and  protect  the  county  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

On  the  31st  of  March  last,  of  this  year,  a  band  of  disguised  men,  variously  estimated 
from  thirty  to  seventy -five,  entered  this  place  and  proceeded  to  the  hotel,  where  they 
entered  the  bed-room  of  Alexander  Boyd,  esq.,  the  solicitor  of  this  county,  and  brutally 
murdered  him  by  completely  riddling  his  body  with  pistol-shots.  The  sheriff  of  this 
county,  George  H.  Cole,  either  from  fear  or  policy,  failed  to  make  any  effort  whatever  to 
effect  their  arrest. 

In  the  neighborhood  of  Union,  in  this  county,  the  following- named  persons  have 
been  assassinated  within  the  short  space  of  the  last  three  months : 

James  Martin,  (colored,)  was  shot  by  a  man  in  or  near  Union,  and  while  the  physician 
was  extracting  the  shot  from  his  body,  an  unknown  party  forcibly  took  his  body,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  never  been  heard  from.  An  affidavit  was,  I  am  informed,  made 
against  an  old  colored  man  named  Sam  Colvin,  charging  him  with  having  threatened 
the  life  of  a  jiarty  calling  himself  Kyle,  and,  while  in  custody,  the  party  making  the 
arrest  asserts,  the  same  Sam  Colvin  was  forcibly  taken  from  their  possession,  as  he  was 
afterward  found  dangling  from  a  tree  with  some  half-dozen  pistol-shots  through  his 
body.  Sam  Colvin,  jr.,  the  son  of  the  old  man,  and  Henry  Miller,  (colored,)  charged 
with  murder,  have  been  made  way  with — supposed  to  have  been  taken  from  jail  for 
the  purpose  of  murdering  them.  The  body  of  Henry  Miller,  I  am  informed,  has  been 
found  and  buried.  Carr  Davis  (colored)  was  badly  wounded  by  disguised  men,  and 
narrowly  escaped  with  his  life.  Other  instances  could  be  mentioned  in  the  county  of 
acts  of  lawlessness,  and  no  effort  on  the  part  of  our  truly  inefficient  sheriff  to  do  his 
duty  by  summoning  a  posse  to  arrest  the  law-breakers. 
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The  alarming  aspect  wMcli  crime  has  assumed  in  this  county,  and  the  organized 
agency,  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  through  which  it  is  perpetrated,  call  for  the  most  rigid 
measures  to  arrest  its  progress ;  and,  in  my  humhle  opinion,  the  civil  law  can  only  as- 
sume its  supremacy  by  the  timely  aid  of  "the  military  or  the  intervention  of  martial 
law.    I  am  unable  in  person  to  discharge  my  duty  as  an  officer  without  protection. 

With  the  hope  that  something  will  be  done  at  an  early  day  to  arrest  this  lawless 
band  in  its  operations,  and  bring  back  these  men  to  respect  the  law  and  the  legally 
constituted  authorities, 

I  remain,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  B.  BROWN, 

Tax  Assessor y  Greene  County, 
Lieut.  Chas.  Harkins. 


B. 
Testimony  taken  before  the  jury  of  inquest. 

State  of  Alabama,  Greene  County : 

Mayor's  Office,  Eutaw,  April  1,  1870. 
Testimony  of  W.  A.  Lyerla,  a  witness  before  the  jury  of  inquest  on  the  death  of 
Alexander  Boyd,  sworn,  says  :  About  fifteen  minutes  before  11  o'clock  on  the  night  of 
Thursday,  the  31st  of  March,  1870,  he  went  into  the  bar-room  or  office  of  the  hotel  of 
George  Cleareland,  in  the  town  of  Eutaw,  and' a  short  while  afterward  there  followed 
in  the  same  room  a  party  of  men  in  disguise  ;  after  standing  a  very  short  time,  one  or 
more  of  the  party  took  hold  of  J.  W.  Freeman,  the  agent  of  the  proprietor  of  said 
hotel,  and  together  with  the  whole  party,  except  two  or  three,  through  a  door  which 
opens  into  the  bed-room  adjoining  the  said  bar-room.  The  number  of  the  party  was 
about  twelve,  to  the  best  of  my  belief.  About  two  minutes  after  they  left  the  bar- 
room witness  says  he  heard  hallooing  and  shooting.  The  whole  party  were  unknown 
to  witness.  Some  of  them  he  thinks  were  white  men  from  what  he  could  see  of  their 
necks.  After  the  firing  and  hallooing  above  alluded  to,  the  party  of  men  in  disguise 
came  out  through  the  bed-room  adjoining  the  bar-room,  and  through  the  bar-room, 
thence  out  into  the  street,  which  was  the  last  witness  saw  of  them.  One  of  the  party 
had  a  grass  rope  in  his  hand. 

W.  H.  LYERLA. 

Testimony  of  J.  W.  Freeman. 

At  the  same  time  and  place  as  stated  in  the  evidence  of  W.  H.  Lyerla,  a  party  of 
men  in  disguise  appeared,  and  one  or  more  of  them  took  hold  of  witness  and  went 
with  him,  together  with  the  balance  of  the  party,  through  the  bed-room  adjoining  the 
bar-room  of  the  hotel,  and  thence  up  the  stair-steps  leading  to  the  upy)er  gallery,  and 
told  him  they  wanted  a  light ;  one  of  the  party  then  asked  him  which  rooms  were 
Nos.  4  and  5.  A  few  minutes  after,  while  he  was  standing  in  a  little  alley  in  the  midst 
of  the  party  of  men,  he  heard  screaming,  and  immediately  after  he  heard  shooting ; 
witness  did  not  recognize  any  of  the  members  of  the  party.  He  does  not  think  that 
any  of  the  party  were  citizens  of  Eutaw  or  vicinity.  Witness  was  carried  up  the  stair- 
steps by  force  and  against  his  will. 

J.  W.  FREEMAN. 

Testimony  of  S.  JE.  Falconer. 

About  11  o'clock  in  the  night,  as  stated  by  the  witnesses  Lyerla  and  Freeman,  wit- 
ness was  standing  on  the  corner,  at  the  bar-room  of  Hickman  &  Thompson,  and  his  at- 
tention was  attracted  by  considerable  noise  in  the  second  story  of  the  hotel  of  George 
Cleareland.  He  heard  some  one  halloo  ^'  Murder,"  about  three  times,  and  immediately 
after  he  heard  shooting ;  about  the  same  place  he  heard  hallooing.  He  then  went  across 
to  the  hotel,  and  as  he  reached  it,  he  saw  a  party  of  men  Jn  disguise  coming  out  of  the 
bar-room  of  the  hotel  and  going  down  the  street  leading  to  Springfield.  A  short  time 
afterward  there  came  back  from  the  direction  of  Springfield  a  party  of  men  on  horse- 
back, about  twenty-five  in  number,  who  appeared  to  have  been  in  disguise ;  their 
horses  were  also  disguised.  They  then  rode  around  the  public  square,  and  then  left 
town  on  the  street  leading  to  Springfield. 

S.  E.  FALCONER. 

Testimony  of  Bufus  Eutledge. 

About  11  o'clock  on  same  night,  witness  was  standing  on  the  sidewalk  about  twenty 
yards  east  of  the  corner  of  Hickman  &  Thompson's  bar-room,  and  saw  a  party  of  six 
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men  on  horseback  standing  at  tbe  corner  of  the  circuit  clerk's  office  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  public  square ;  their  horses  wer.e  in  disguise ;  a  short  time  afterward 
there  came  down  the  street  from  the  direction  of  Cleareland's  hotel  another  party  of 
men  on  horseback,  men  and  horses  both  disguised,  who  joined  the  party  of  six  stand- 
ing at  the  corner  of  the  clerk's  office  ;  they  all  together  rode  around  the  pubhc  square, 
all  disguised,  and  left  on  the  street  leading  to  Springfield ;  this  was  the  last  witness 
saw  of  the  party. 

RUFUS  RUTLEDGE. 

The  testimony  of  J.  B.  Head 

Corresponds  identically  with  that  of  W.  H.  Lyerla. 

Testimony  of  Dr.  John  S.  Meriwether, 

The  examining  physician  of  the  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  Alexander  Boyd,  who 
beiug  examined,  says  :  About  half  past  12  o'clock  on  the  night  as  stated  by  the  preced- 
'ng  witnesses,  he  was  summoned  by  the  coroner  to  examine  the  body  of  Alexander 
Boyd,  whom  he  found  dead,  lying  in  a  passage-way  in  the  second  story  of  Cleareland's 
hotel,  and,  upon  examination,  found  three  shots  in  the  head  and  four  in  the  abdomen, 
either  of  which  would  have  been  sufficient  to  produce  death. 

JOHN  S.  MERIWETHER. 

State  of  Alabama,  Greene  County  : 

An  inquisition  indented  at  the  residence  or  boarding-house  of  the  deceased,  Alexander 
Boyd,  in  this  county,  the  31st  day  of  March,  1870,  before  Thomas  W.  Roberts,  mayor  of 
Eutaw,  and  ea;-o^d(>  justice  of  the  peace,  in  absence  of  the  coroner  of  said  county,  upon 
the  views  of  the  body  of  said  Alexander  Boyd,  then  and  there  being  dead,  and  upon  the 
oaths  of  J.  P.  Clark,  James  C.  Uslick,  George  H.  Place,  James  D.  Duncan,  and  George 
H,  Danlap,  jr.,  good  and  lawful  men  of  said  county,  who,  being  charged  and  sworn  to, 
inquire  for  the  Stat^  of  Alabama,  when,  where,  and  after  what  manner  the  said  Alex- 
ander Boyd  came  to  his  death,  upon  their  oaths  say  and  present  that  the  said  Boyd 
came  to  his  death  on  the  night  of  the  31st  of  March,  1870,  at  and  in  his  own  boarding- 
house  in  the  Eutaw  House,  by  fire-arms  of  some  kind,  in  the  hand  or  hands  of  some 
party  or.parties  to  this  jury  unknown. 

J.  P.  CLARK. 

J.  C.  USLICK. 

G.  H.  PLACE. 

J.  D.  DUNCAN. 

G.  H.  DUNLAP,  Jr. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  1st  of  April. 

THOS.  W.  ROBERTS,  Mayor,  #c. 

State  of  Alabama,  Greene  County  : 

Witnesses  before  a  jury  of  inquest  held  on  the  body  of  one  Alexander  Boyd,  de- 
ceased, do  each  agree  to  appear  at  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court  to  give  evidence 
before  said  court  in  said  cause,  and,  failing  so  to  do,  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Alabama 
one  hundred  dollars. 
Dated  this  1st  of  April,  1870. 

RUFUS  RUTLEDGE. 
JOHN  S.  MERIWETHER. 
S.  E.  FALCONER. 

A  true  copy : 

C.  A.  DEMPSEY, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Acting  Begimental  Adjutant, 


[No.  7.— Class  first,  1870.] 

EuTAW,  Greene  County,  Alabama, 

A^ril  21,  1870. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that,  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  instant,  several  reports 
were  brought  to  this  town,  by  both  colored  and  white  men,  to  the  effect  that  a  baud 
of  armed  colored  men  intended  burning  this  town  that  night.  The  rumor  seemed  to  be 
generally  credited  by  the  citizens,  which  caused  great  alarm  and  excitement.  Armed 
parties  of  citizens  were  immediately  formed,  under  the  direction  of  the  sheriff,  and 
patrols  and  pickets  sent  to  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  where  they  remained  all  night. 
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No  demonstration  was  made  by  the  colored  men,  if  they  had  any  such  intention,  which 
1  am  inclined  to  doubt.  The  excitement  has  abated,  but  there  is  still  a  feeling  of  dis- 
trust and  anxiety  among  all  classes. 

The  real  facts  of  the  case,  and  cause.of  the  present  alarm,  I  believe  to  be  as  follows: 
The  colored  men,  and  republicans  generally  of  this  county,  feeling  aggrieved  at^the 
many  murders  and  outrages  perpetrated  on  men  of  their  party  by  the  Ku-Klux  organi- 
zation, have  determined  to  protect  themselves  in  future,  and  banded  together  for  that 
purpose  only,  not  to  assume  the  offensive,  or  interfere  with  the  peaceful,  law-abiding 
portion  of  the  community. 

I  received  rations  for  my  detachment,  to  include  the  9th  of  next  month,  from  Captain 
Mills,  commanding  the  post  of  Tuscaloosa.    My  detachment  is  quartered  in  a  building 
attached  to  the  county  court-house,  and  used  as  a  grand  jury  room.    The  men  under 
my  command  have  deported  themselves  well,  and  are  under  good  discipline. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  HARKINS, 
Firat  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Detachment, 
Post  Adjutant, 

JSuntsvillej  Alabama, 

Official : 

JAMES  ULIO, 

Second  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


[No.  8.--Clas8  first,  1870.] 

Headquarters  Company  G,  Second  Infantry, 

Stevenson,  Alabama,  June  29,  1870. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  Special  Order  No.  74,  headquar- 
ters post  of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  June  27,  1870, 1  arrived  and  took  post  at  this  station 
on  the  28th  of  June,  1870. 

In  obedience  to  letter  of  instructions,  dated  headquarters  post  of  Huntsville,  Ala- 
bama, of  Jun§  27, 1870, 1  wrote  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  at  Scottsborough,  notifying 
him  of  my  arrival  here.  I  also  notified  the  mayor  of  Stevenson.  I  made  inquiry  of 
him  and  others  of  the  number  of  outrages  committed  by  disguised  men  upon  residents 
and  other  parties  at  this  place.  He  states  that  men  disguised  ride  in  here  at  least 
twice  a  week,  but  have  done  no  outrages  except  the  following  :  About  the  12th  of  May 
Dr.  Rousaleux  came  here  to  practice  his  profession.  Among  the  number  of  his 
patients  was  a  man  with  sore  eyes.  He  promised  to  pay  the  doctor  $100  if  he  cured 
him.  The  doctor  w^ould  not  do  anything  for  him  unless  the  man  deposited  $100  in  a^ 
bank  at  Huntsville,  payable  to  the  order  of  the  doctor  when  the  patient  was  cured. 
The  man  having  been  restored  to  health,  and  the  doctor  having  drawn  the  money,  came 
here  again  to  practice  on  others.  Meeting  the  doctor,  he  stated  that  the  charge  was 
too  high  for  the  work  done,  and  it  is  presumed  that  on  that  account  disguised  men 
went  to  the  hotel  and  asked  to  see  the  doctor.  They  made  several  attemi)ts  to  go  up 
stairs,  but  did  not  succeed  ;  they  finally  went  away. 

About  two  weeks  ago  two  men,  disguised,  went  to  a  house  about  two  miles  from 
town,  and  committed  rape  upon  a  young  girl.  The  parties  were  arrested  by  the  civil 
authorities,  and  are  now  under  bond^  to  appear  before  the  civil  court. 

About  two  weeks  since  a  half  dozen  of  disguised  men  amused  themselves  by  snap- 
ping caps  at  the  door  of  the  hotel,  about  midnight,  because  they  would  not  be 
allowed  in. 

On  last  Saturday  night  four  men  in  disguise  presented  pistols  at  a  Mr.  Ashelly,  who 
keeps  a  refreshment  stand  on  the  platform  of  the  depot,  to  intimidate  him  to  give  them, 
without  payment,  refreshments.    No  arrest. 

I  shall  go  to  Bridgeport  whenever  the  commanding  officer  thinks  it  necessary,  and 
sends  me  an  order  to  do  so. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  M'LOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Brevet  Major,  U.  S,  A. 

First  Lieutenant  James  Miller, 

Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alabama. 


[No.  9.— Class  first,  1870.] 

Huntsville,  Alabama,  July  12, 1870. 
Lieutenant:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  verbal  instruc- 
tions from  the  brevet  major  general  commanding,  I  proceeded  on  the  8th  instant  to 
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Ashville,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama,  to  investigate  the  disturbances  in  that  vicinity. 
I  arrived  at  Ashville  Station,  on  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  at  2  p.  m.  on  the 
9th  instant,  and  there  met  a  body  of  about  thirty  young  men  armed  with  rifles,  shot 
guns,  and  revolvers,  who  boarded  the  train  in  a  noisy  and  turbulent  manner.  I  ascer- 
tained that  they  were  just  from  the  village  of  Ashville,  en  route  to  their  homes,  a  few 
miles  below  the  station,  and  claimed  to  be  part  of  the  sheriff's  posse,  who  had  attacked 
the  Hon.  H.  I.  Springfield's  house  the  night  and  day  previous.  I  proceeded  on  foot  to 
Ashville  village,  distant  about  three  and  a  half  miles  from  the  station,  arriving  about 
3  p.  m.  The  village  presented  a  very  desolate  aspect,  all  the  business  and  dwelling 
houses  were  closed,  and  a  few  men  with  rifles  and  revolvers  riding  around  the  square 
were  the  only  persons  visible.  I  approached  a  group,  and  inquired  for  the  sheriff,  who 
they  informed  me  had  just  left  the  village  for  his  home  some  three  miles  distant. 
Judge  Stanniford,  who  accompanied  me,  secured  a  horse  and  went  after  him,  while  I 
remained  and  endeavored  to  elicit  from  the  citizens  the  origin  and  cause  of  the  diffi- 
ciilty.  No  person,  however,  could  name  any  offense  that  Springfield  had  committed 
cognizable  of  by  law  or  warranting  the  extraordinary  course  the  sheriff  had  pursued,  but 
they  denounced  Springfield  bitterly  as  a  dangerous  man  and  a  "  scalawag."  The  fact 
that  he  had  done  excellent  service  in  the  Union  Army  during  the  late  war  accounted  in 
a  great  measure  for  their  hatred,  for  I  conversed  with  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
county  after  this  of  all  parties,  and  their  united  testimony  was  that  Springfield  was 
one  of  their  best  citizens.  Judge  Stanniford,  accompanied  by  the  sheriff*,  John  C. 
Brown,  returned  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  the  latter  gave  me  in  substance  the 
following  account  of  the  origin  of  the  disturbances  :  Some  days  before  he  had  received 
information  that  the  Hon.  H.  I.  Springfield  had  assembled  at  his  house,  about  a  mile 
from  Ashville,  a  number  of  armed  men,  and  fearing  Springfield  intended  disturbing 
the  peace  of  the  county,  he  had  summoned  a  posse  comUatus  of  about  two  hundred 
citizens  to  arrest  Springfield  and  friends,  and  bind  them  to  keep  the  peace.  In  the 
meantime,  while  these  men  were  assembling  at  Ashville,  Sheriff'  Brown  sent  a  note  to 
Springfield,  directing  him  to  disperse  the  party  at  his  house,  and  send  all  their  arms 
to  him  at  Ashville ;  no  mention  whatever  was  made  of  any  legal  process  against 
Springfield,  and  he  was  not  requested  to  report  to  the  sheriff",  served  with  any  legal 
instrument,  or  any  explanation  given  of  the  armed  assemblage  at  Ashville,  except 
that  Brown  stated  that  all  the  men  assembled  in  Ashville  had  delivered  to  him. 
Brown,  their  arms,  and  he  further  stated  to  me  that  he  had  sixty-six  stand  of  arms 
locked  up  in  the  court-house.  I  was  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  he  should  disarm  his 
posse  if  they  were  assembled  for  a  legal  object  to  enforce  the  laws,  and  asked  his 
reasons  for  what  appeared  to  be  a  very  extraordinary  proceeding ;  the  only  reason  he 
conld  give  was,  that  he  desired  to  avoid  bloodshed,  and  trusted  that  when  Springfield 
heard  of  his  action  he  would  disperse  his  friends,  and  tranquillity  be  again  restored. 
In  reply  to  Brown's  note,  Springfield  stated  that  he  was  confident  that  the  parties 
assembled  by  Brown  desired  his  blood,  and  he  would  not  put  himself  in  their  power,  but 
at  the  same  time,  if  charged  with  any  offense,  he  was  ready  to  respond  promptly  to  a  pro- 
per legal  process.  After  this  correspondence.  Sheriff  Brown's  posse,  on  the  morning  of 
the  8th  instant,  between  8  and  9  o'clock,  numbering  about  two  hundred  men,  surrounded 
the  residence  of  Springfield,  and  opened  fire  upon  the  inmates.  I  cross-examined  Brown 
closely  at  this  stage  of  his  statement,  and  he  admitted  that  he  did  not  accompany  the 
so-called  posse  ;  that  no  demand  or  legal  process  was  made  or  served  on  the  Spring - 
fields,  and  that  he  did  not  join  the  besieging  party  for  several  hours  after  hostilities 
had  commenced.  These  admissions  of  Sheriff  Brown  surprised  me,  and  excited  a  very 
strong  suspicion  that  the  peace  and  welfare  of  St.  Clair  County  was  not  the  incentive 
which  animated  this  official.  The  beseigers  erected  defenses  by  destroying  the  fencing 
around  Mr.  Springfield's  property,  and  kept  up  a  continuous  firing  nntil  after  daylight 
on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  at  which  time  Springfield  called  to  the  attacking 
party,  and  asked  if  Sheriff  Brown  was  with  them ;  being  answered  in.  the  affirmative, 
he  asked  to  see  him ;  firing  ceafeed,  and  Brown  and  Springfield  met ;  the  latter  asked 
the  former  if  he  had  any  civil  process  against  him  or  his  friends ;  Brown  said  he  had  a 
peace  warrant,  issued  by  the  judge  of  probate,  and  desired  him  and  his  followers  to 
lay  down  their  arms ;  Springfield  acquiesced,  providing  his  arms  were  not  removed 
until  after  a  legal  investigation.  Sheriff  Brown  consented,  and  immediately  left  for 
town  to  obtain  the  warrant,  under  which  he  purported  to  act,  and  which  had  been 
inadvertently  left  behind.  (In  this  connection,  attention  is  invited  to  affidavit  of 
Charles  A.  Richey,  appended  hereto.)  On  his  return  he  found  his  posse  in  a  very  excited 
condition,  threatening  the  life  of  Springfield,  and  it  required  all  his  influence  and 
authority  to  restrain  them  ;  eventually  he  succeeded  in  dispersing  them,  and  left, 
Springfield  and  friends  without  any  further  proceedings ;  he  did  not  even  require 
the  peace-bond  which  he  claimed  was  the  original  object  of  the  assembling  of  his 
posse,  and  informed  me  that  he  was  surprised  to  find  only  fourteen  men  in  Spring- 
field's house.  After  receiving  this  statement  of  Sheriff*  Brown,  I  walked  out  to  Spring- 
field's house,  met  him,  and  examined  his  premises.  His  statement  differed  but  little  from 
the  sheriff's ;  the  only  material  difference  was,  that  he  assured  me  that  a  Mr.  Box,  a  young 
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attorney  of  the  village,  had  written  the  warrant  after  he  had  interviewed  Sheriif  Brown, 
and  that  Mr.  Box  admitted  this  fact  also,  that  the  judge  of  probate  had  been  absent 
from  the  village  since  about  the  4th  instant.  This  latter  allegation  I  found,  upon 
inquiry,  entirely  correct,  and  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  the  warrant  was  never 
signed  by  the  judge  of  probate.  Sheriff  Brown  showed  it  to  me,  and  I  found  it  based 
on  no  affidavit,  as,  I  believe,  is  general  with  warrants.  It  simply  set  forth,  in  a  gene- 
ral preamble,  that  certain  armed  bodies  of  men  were  represented  as  being  assembled, 
threatening  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  commanding  him  to  disperse  them.  I  think 
it  was  rather  an  informal  paper  to  base  such  serious  proceedings  upon.  Mr.  Springfield 
also  stated  that,  at  the  time  the  armed  party  were  approaching  his  house,  he  was 
engaged  in  answering  a  note  from  the  sheriff,  requesting  again  the  dispersion  of  his 
friends,  and  a  gentleman  named  Stewart,  an  envoy  from  Brown,  was  awaiting  his 
answer,  which  was,  he  says,  an  agreement  to  conform  to  the  request  of  Sheriff*  Brown. 
The  approach  of  the  armed  party  was  announced  to  him,  and  he  requested  his  wife  to 
go  down  the  road  and  ask  them  not  to  fire  on  his  house,  but  they  gave  no  heed  to  her 
request — advanced  and  opened  fire.  I  was  not  able  to  see  Stewart,  to  confirm  by  his 
voice  this  statement,  but  all  in  Springfield's  house,  among  whom  were  some  old  rebel 
soldiers,  who,  though  they  differed  politically  from  Springfield,  attested  to  his  state- 
ments. I  examined  his  house,  and  found  on  the  side  window  of  his  bed-room,  twelve 
distinct  bullet-holes  ;  in  the  front  window  of  same  room,  ten  ;  in  the  side  wall  of  same 
room,  thirty-five  ;  in  the  front,  fifty,  all  of  which  passed  clear  through  the  room  and 
partitions,  and  cut  many  of  his  wife^s  dresses  which  were  hanging  on  the  partition. 
The  other  portions  of  the  house  and  out-houses  were  riddled  with  bullet-holes,  and 
shot  to  such  an  extent  that  I  could  not  count  them. 

I  have  given  the  substance  of  the  statements  of  the  principals  in  this  disturbance 
in  the  foregoing,  and  will  conclude  with  a  few  facts  elicited  from  the  minor  actors  in 
what  was  very  nearly  a  tragedy,  and  may  yet  prove  one.  I  conversed  freely  with  both 
parties,  and  the  universal  sentiment  among  Brown's  adherents  was,  that  the  Spring- 
fields  must  be  killed  or  leave  the  county.  All  this  party  was  composed  of  young  men 
ranging  from  seventeen  to  twenty-six  years,  who  had  seen  some  little  service  in  the 
rebel  ai?my,  and,  when  armed  with  a  navy  revolver  and  suj)poited  by  a  half  dozen  sym- 
pathizing friends  similarly  equipped,  felt  all  their  native  chivalry  in  arms  against 
men  like  Springfield,  who  had  been  true  and  loyal  to  his  country ;  and  this  hatred  to 
him  and  friends  was  increased  by  the  fact  that  he  was  to  the  ''  manor  born,"  as  were 
most  all  his  friends.  As  an  encouraging  support  to  this  vendetta,  in  the  background  I 
found  some  old  lawyers  and  politicians,  who,  prevented  from  political  disabilities  from 
monox)olizing  all  the  offices  of  the  county,  as  in  the  olden  time,  stormed  and  railed  against 
this  loyal  element  who  robbed  them  of  their  accustomed  influence  and  spoils.  I  found, 
upon  careful  inquiry,  supported  even  by  testimony  of  Sheriff  Brown,  that  the  Hon.  H. 
I.  Springfield  is  looked  upon  by  all  the  respectable  and  influential  men  of  the  county 
as  one  of  their  best  citizens ;  and,  I  am  confident,  from  my  observations,  that  the  organ- 
ization known  as  Ku-Klux  appeared  for  the  first  time  without  disguises  at  the  house  of 
Mr.  Springfield  on  the  day  and  night  of  the  8th  and  9th  instant.  All  the  county  offi- 
cers who  dared  remain  at  or  near  Ashville  assured  me  of  the  terrible  condition  of 
affairs  in  that  county,  and  the  United  States  assistant  marshal  told  me  that  it  wa« 
unsafe  for  him  to  take  the  census.  All  the  people  in  the  adjoining  counties  are  intimi- 
dated by  this  band,  and  numerous  speculations  and  wagers  were  offered  that  I  would 
never  return,  as  I  passed  do^yn  the  railroad. 

My  investigation  was  necessarily  hurried  and  unsatisfactory  to  myself,  but  I  am  con- 
fident, with  sufficient  protection  and  time,  many  astonishing  facts  would  be  developed, 
which  would  throw  much  light  on  the  numerous  outrages  now  being  perpetrated 
throughout  the  State.  I  have  never,  with  an  experience  of  four  years  in  this  country, 
seen  a  more  complete  subordination  of  the  civil  authorities  of  a  county  to  the  mob 
element  than  I  witnessed  in  St.  Clair,  and  I  would  earnestly  recommend  troops  in  the 
vicinity  of  Ashville,  if  the  preservation  of  peace  and  protection  of  loyal  citizens  de- 
volves upon  the  General  Government. 

M.  FEANK  GALLAGHEE, 
Brevet  Capt.  U.  S.  A.,  Begmentdl  Q.  M,  Second  Infantry^  Acting  Adjutant, 

Lieutenant  James  Miller, 

Second  Infantry y  Post  Adjutant 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  St.  Clair : 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Brevet  Captain  M.  F.  Gallagher,  acting  adjutant 
Second  Infantry,  on  the  10th  day  of  July,  1870,  Charles  A.  Eitchey,  of  said  county  of  St. 
Clair,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  in- 
stant, between  8  and  9  o'clock  a.  m.,  I  went  to  the  house  of  A.  H.  Springfield,  near  Ash- 
ville, Alabama,  and  he  asked  me  to  remain  with  him,  as  he  anticipated  trouble,  and  might 
require  me  as  a  courier.  A  short  time  after  this  a  number  of  armed  men  were  reported 
api^roaching  the  house,  and  Mr.  Springfield  requested  his  wife  to  go  down  the  road  and 
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ask  them  not  to  fire  ou  his  house.  They  gave  no  heed  to  this  request,  but  continued 
advancing,  and,  without  making  any  demand  whatever  on  Springfield  or  other  in- 
mates of  the  house,  commenced  firing  upon  it,  even  before  the  three  ladies  of  the  house 
got  beyond  danger ;  they  surrounded  the  house  and  grounds,  and  continued  firing  all 
that  day  and  night.  About  daylight,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  Springfield 
called  out  to  the  attacking  party  and  asked  if  Sherifi*  Brown  was  with  them  ;  they 
answered  in  the  affirmative,  and  he  requested  an  interview  with  the  sheriff.  The 
latter  objected  at  first,  but  at  last  consented,  and  they  met.  Springfield  said  to 
Brown  he  desired  peace;  that  he  done  nothing  warranting  the  attack  made  upon 
him.  After  some  further  parley,  Springfield  ordered  his  men  to  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  the  sheriff  and  myself  started  for  the  town,  leaving  all  the  others  at  Springfield's. 
Upon  reaching  the  town,  he,  the  sheriff,  asked  me  to  give  the  names  of  the  fifteen  men 
in  Sprin<>fiekrs  house,  which  I  gave  to  Mr.  Box,  attorney  of  the  village,  who  attends  to 
the  business  of  the  probate  judge  during  his  absence.  He  made  out  a  peace- warrant 
for  Springfield  and  friends.  I  saw  no  affidavit  to  base  a  warrant  upon  ;  nor  did  Mr. 
Box  qualify  any  person.  After  this  the  sheriff  returned  to  Springfield's  and  the  attack- 
ing party.    In  the  atta'cking  party  I  think  there  were  about  two  hundred  men. 

CHAS.  A.  EITCHEY. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  10th  day  of  July,  1870. 

M.  FRANK  GALLAGHER, 
Brevet  Captain  and  Begimental  Quartermaster ^  Second  Infantry, 

Acting  Adjutant, 
A  true  copy: 

M.  FRANK  GALLAGHER, 

Brevet  Cajptairiy  U,  S.  A, 


[No.  10.— Class  first,  1870.J 

Headquarters  Company  G,  Second  United  States  Infantry, 

Stevensville,  July  20, 1870. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  post  headquarters,  dated  July  18,  1870, 1 
went  to  Scottsborough  and  made  investigations  relative  to  the  outrage  upon  John  Mc- 
Mamman.    I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  result  of  my  investiga- 
tions : 

On  the  11th  of  July,  1870,  Thomas  Wallace,  George  Stealie,  and  John  McMamman, 
were  employed  in  a  tan-yard  in  Scottsborough.  A  difficulty  arose  between  the  two 
former,  and  Stealie  murdered  Wallace  by  striking  him  with  a  paddle  over  the  head. 
Stealie  made  good  his  escape,  and  is  now  a  fugitive  from  justice. 

The  same  night  a  party  of  men  went  to  the  house  of  S.  R.  Stealie,  father  of  the  boy 
who  committed  the  murder;  they  asked  for  him^  and  when  told  that  he  was  not  at 
home  they  left. 

The  next  night,  (12th  July,  1870,)  another  party,  unmasked,  went  to  the  same  house, 
and  again  asked  for  Stealie.  Not  finding  him  at  home,  they  took  from  the  house  George 
McMamman,  and  whipped  him  about  two  hours  with  hickory  sapplings.  Said  that  he 
received  over  five  hundred  blows. 

The  parties  recognized  who  did  the  whipping  were  McClung,  Stratton,  Andrews, 
Dobbs,  and  Edwards,  and  three  others  unknown.  The  reasons  alleged  for  the  whipping 
was  his  bad  conduct  in  church  during  service,  and  to  find  out  where  the  murderer 
Stealie  was. 

Upon  my  arrival  there  yesterday  McMamman  was  arrested  as  an  accomplice 
in  the  murder  of  Wallace.  The  parties  who  preferred  the  indictment  against  him  are 
the  parties  whom  he  states  whipped  him.  Evidently  the  man  does  not  bear  a  good 
character.  He  might  have  saved  Wallace  from  being  murdered  had  he  chosen  to  do 
so,  as  he  was  a  spectator  of  the  whole  transaction. 

The  marshal,  Mr.^  Kirk,  states  that  if  McMamman  was  not  an  accomplice  to  the 
murder,  he  was  an  accessory  to  it. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Brevet  Major  Second  Infantry^  Commanding, 
First  Lieutenant  James  Miller, 

Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alabama, 
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[No.  11.— Class  first,  1870.] 

Headquarters  Company  G,  Second  Infantry, 

Ashville,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama,  July  31,  1870. 

Sir  :  About  10  o'clock  last  night  my  camp  was  fired  on  by  a  mob.  They  then  stealth- 
ily tried  to  capture  my  guard,  who  fired  on  them,  when  they  took  to  the  hills.  Their 
exact  number  could  not  be  ascertained,  on  account  of  the  thick  woods  and  darkness  of 
the  night.  My  guard  states  that  they  saw  between  the  trees  about  ten  men  ;  they  also 
say  that  they  heard  others  in  rear  of  them  talking. 

Civil  law  is  dead  in  this  county.  The  mob  rules.  The  officers  of  the  law  are  afraid 
to  execute  their  duties,  on  account  of  the  consequences  resulting  therefrom  when  the 
military  are  withdrawn. 

I  receive  threats  every  day  of  their  intentions  to  clear  me  out.  My  men  are  on 
guard  during  the  day  to  preserve  order  between  the  belligerents,  and  to  protect  the 
officers  of  the  law.  The  town  is  crowded  from  morning  till  night  with  men  from  the 
country,  each  man  with  a  brace  of  revolvers  around  him,  and  some  with  shot-guns 
upon  their  shoulders. 

As  a  matter  of  prudence,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  remainder  of  my 
company  be  ordered  here.  I  inclose  an  affidavit  from  a  Union  soldier  who  was  driven 
from  his  family  and  his  home  a  few  days  since,  and  who  now  for  protection  has  to  live 
in  my  camp. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry ,  Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding  Company, 

Lieutenant  James  Miller, 

Second  Infantry ,  Post  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry ,  Post  Adjutant, 


Ashville,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama, 

July  29,  1870. 
Sir:  I  beg  most  respectfully  to  make  the  following  statement,  in  hopes  that  my  life 
may  be  protected  from  a  number  of  citizens  of  this  county,  who  have  driven  me  from 
my  home  and  family,  and  attempted  my  life  for  the  reasons :  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Fourth  Ohio  Infantry  four  years  and  nine  months  during  the  late  war,  which,  becoming 
known  to  the  citizens  where  I  live,  is  the  cause  of  my  complaint  and  call  for  pro- 
tection. On  the  22d  of  July  last,  at  9  o'clock  p.  m.,  five  men  broke  into  my  house, 
armed  with  revolvers,  I  being  at  the  time  in  bed  with  my  wife  ;  they  seized  me  by  the 
arms,  and  dragged  me  out  of  bed,  kicked  me  out  of  the  house,  then  knocked  me  down, 
and  when  I  attempted  to  rise,  they  shot  at  me  three  times,  but,  it  being  dark,  they 
missed  me.  I  then  took  to  the  woods,  quite  naked,  and  from  that  time  up  till  this 
morning,  July  29,  they  have  hunted  me  with  shot-guns  and  dogs,  like  a  wild  beast, 
seeking  to  kill  me.  I  have  been  obliged  to  leave  my  family  without  any  means  of 
living,  and  do  not  know  what  to  do  myself,  being  a  poor  man,  without  means  to  move 
away  from  this  place,  if  you  cannot  give  me  protection. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  four  of  the  five  men,  viz,  John  Allen,  James  Steel, 
Hiram  Steel,  Richard  Kasort ;  the  other  I  do  not  know; 
This  occurred  in  Attawa  [Autauga]  County,  about  twelve  miles  from  hiere. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

COLOMAY  SMITH. 
The  Commanding  Officer 

Of  the  United  States  Troops,  at  AsJivilUf  Alabama, 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  the  undersigned,  an  officer  of  the  United  States 
Army. 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Brevet  Major,  U.  S.  A. 

A  true  copy  : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 
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[No.  12.— Class  first,  1870.  j 

Headquarters  Company  G,  Second  Infantry, 

Ashville,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama,  August  18,  1870. 
Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  dated  the  1 3th  instant,  received  last  night,  I  have  the 
honor  to  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  received  by  me  on  the  10th  instant  from  the  probate 
jndge  of  this  county,  H.  De  Berry.  Wh>le  I  cannot  corroborate  Judge  De  Berry's  state- 
ment, I  must  say  that  there  is  a  terrible  excitement,  especially  since  Captain  Spring- 
field was  shot.  My  men  are  about  worsted  out.  People  are  afraid  even  to  go  to  the 
depot  unless  I  send  a  guard  with  them.  I  furnish  a  guard  for  the  protection  of  Captain 
Springfield  while  he  is  unable  to  leave  his  bed. 

I  inclose  you  the  deposition  of  a  colored  man  who  was  flogged  a  few  nights  since 
about  five  miles  from  here. 
If  it  was  not  for  the  troops  being  here,  blood  would  flow  freely. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 

Captain  Second  Infantry. 
Colonel  S.  W.  Crawford, 

Second  Infantry,  Patona. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


Ashville,  August  16, 1870. 

Dear  Sir  :  It  is  reported  to  me  this  morning  that  men  are  bringing  guns  in  town 
this  morning,  and  also  that  armed  bands  of  men  were  skirmishing  the  county  a  few 
miles  distant  and  have  done  considerable  damage  to  the  persons  of  citizens,  and  I  be- 
lieve, under  the  circumstances,  it  is  best  that  you  put  this  town  under  strictly  martial 
rule;  and  I  believe  that  the  civil  authorities  of  the  State  will  approve  of  the  course. 
If  such  is  not  done,  I  will  be  compelled  to  close  my  office,  as  I  cannot  do  my  business  in 
office  with  such  confusion. 
Yours,  &c., 

H.  De  BERRY,  J.  C.  C. 

Major  McLouGHLiN. 

A  true  cox>y  of  the  original : 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 

Colonel  Second  Infantry. 


State  of  Alabama,  County  of  St  Clair : 

William  Starkey,  a  colored  man,  deposeth  and  says :  That  about  10  o'clock  on  the  night 
of  the  15th  of  August,  1870,  a  party  of  Ave  disguised  men  took  me  from  Mr.  CalowelFs 
house,  where  I  was  getting  my  washing  done,  distant  from  the  town  of  Ashville 
about  six  miles.  They  then  tied  a  rope  about  my  arms  and  neck,  swinging  the  end  of 
the  rope  over  the  limb  of  a  tree.  I  was  hoisted  to  the  top  of  the  limb  seven  or  eight 
times,  and  eaeh  time  they  would  let  my  feet  touch  the  ground.  As  soon  as  they  did  so, 
they  would  ask  me  what  a  white  man  named  Washington,  with  whom  I  worked,  said 
about  the  shooting  of  Mr.  Springfield ;  also  what  the  other  radicals  said,  (meaning  a 
son  of  Mr.  Washington,  Jim  McClellen,  a  school-teacher,  and  Martin,  who  works  for  Mr. 
Washington.)  They  then  asked  me  what  the  niggers  said  about  the  Yanks  being  here ; 
when  I  could  not  answer  the  questions  the  way  that  they  wished  me  to  do,  they  would 
hoist  me  up  again  to  the  end  of  the  rope,  until  I  was  about  choked,  and  then  again  let  me 
down,  saying,  as  they  did  so,  ^'  Now  you  will  tell  the  truth,  God  damn  you.''  They  said 
that  they  came  about  five  thousand  miles  to  do  this  ;  that  they  let  me  off  lightly  to 
what  the  rest  of  the  white  men  and  blacks  would  get,  unless  they  voted  for  the  dem- 
ocrats. To  save  my  life,  I  had  to  say  that  I  would  do  so.  They  then  said  that  they  would 
give  me  twenty- four  hours  to  get  away  from  this  section  of  country.  They  then  whipped 
me  with  hickory  sticks,  and  struck  me  over  the  head  and  shoulders  with  their  guns  and 
pistols. 

his 

WILLIAM  +  STARKEY. 

mark. 

Witness :  Geo.  H.  McLoughlin. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  17th  day  of  August,  1870. 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 

Captain  Second  Infantry. 
A  true  copy : 

A.  McINTYRE, 
Second  Lieutenant  Second  Infanti'y, 
Hostea  Dy  x^jv/v/*i  iv^ 
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\l^o.  13.— Class  first,  1870.J 

AsHviLLE,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama, 
Sir  :  About  11  o'clock  last  night,  the  house  occupied  by  the  wounded  man  (Captain 
Springfield)  was  fired  into  by  unknown  parties.  Some  of  the  Springfield  i^arty  who 
were  on  the  watch  returned  the  fire.  I  did  not  liear  of  any  person  being  hit  on  either 
side.  I  had  a  guard,  and  at  the  time  was  myself  at  the  house ;  a  picket  was  thrown 
forward  by  me  on  the  east  and  south  side,  but  it  appears  they  stole  up  on  the  west  side 
of  the  house.    My  men  did  not  fire. 

All  of  the  county  and  town  officers  have  left ;  therefore  I  will,  until  other  arrange- 
ments can  be  made,  endeavor  to  keep  the  peace.  During  the  day  everything  is  quiet. 
Of  course  I  know  one  of  the  parties  have  taken  to  the  woods,  but  if  I  could,  I  have  no 
authority  to  arrest  them,  as  there  are  no  officers  here  competent  to  issue  the  proper 
warrants. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry, 
Colonel  S.  W.  Crawford, 

Second  Infantry,  Patona,  Alabama. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


[So.  14.— Class  first,  1870.] 

AsiiviLLE,  St.  Clair  County,  Alabama, 

August  15,  1870. 
Major  :  About  9  o'clock  this  morning,  Captain  Springfield  was  shot  through  the 
wrist,  across  the  breast,  and  through  the  fleshy  portion  of  the  upper  arm,  while  on  his 
way  from  his  house  to  town,  distant  about  one  mile.    The  parties,  whoever  they  were 
that  shot  him,  were  in  ambush.    His  brothers  and  two  others  were  riding  with  him, 
his  wife  a  little  in  rear  of  him,  riding  with  other  ladies. 
My  men  are  now  scouring  the  woods.     Send  me  a  doctor  at  once,  in  case  of  accident. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 

Captain  Second  Infantry, 
Major  J.  H.  Taylor, 

Assistant  Adjutant  General,  Headquarters  Department  South,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

A  true  copy : 

J.  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


[So.  15.— Class  first,  1870.1 

Post  of  Huntsville,  Alabama, 

August  20,  1870. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  Special  Order  No.  101, 
dated  headquarters,  post  of  Huntsville,  August  17,  1870,  and  received  by  me  about  9 
o'clock  p.  m.  same  date,  I  proceeded  by  the  2  a.  m.  train,  on  the  morning  of  the. 18th 
instant,  to  Courtland,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  cause  of  the  disturbances  at 
that  place. 

I  received  written  and  oral  statements  from  numerous  citizens,  both  white  and  col- 
ored. All  their  statements  agree  upon  the  main  facts  of  the  case.  The  substance  of 
the  oral  statements  received  by  me  was  substantially  as  follows  : 

Some  negroes  were  suspected  of  having  killed  some  sheep,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Bor- 
den, who  resides  about  three  miles  from  Courtland,  upon  a  rented  plantation.  One  of 
the  parties  suspected,  Wash  McDaniel,  was  arrested,  and  brought  before  Justices  Pey- 
ton and  Baker  for  examination.  He  was  discharged,  on  account  of  informality  in  the 
warrant,  a  search-warrant  having  been  issued  by  mistake  for  a  warrant  of  arrest.  The 
exar^ination  took  place  about  the  9th  of  August  of  the  present  year.  Upon  the  12th, 
about  noon,  one  Bosey,  a  white  man,  came  to  the  Foster  plantation,  where  McDaniels, 
and  others  suspected  of  comx)licity  with  him,  were  employed,  and  gave  utterance  to 
threats  against  the  negroes,  at  the  same  time  exhibiting  his  revolver. 
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At  about  11  p.  m.  a  party  of  disguised  men  visited  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Hemmen- 
way,  situated  in  the  road  between  Courtland  and  the  Foster  place,  and  commenced 
robbing  and  maltreating  the  negroes.  Information  of  this  having  reached  the  negroes 
at  Foster's,  they,  suspecting  that  the  marauders  might  visit  them  next,  armed  them- 
selves, and  laid  in  ambush  in  a  lane  leading  from  Lamb's  Ferry  road  to  Mr.  Foster's. 
Between  12  and  1  a  party  of  about  sixteen  disguised  men  advanced  up  the  lane. 
Upon  perceiving  them,  one  of  the  negroes  ran  ;  seeing  him,  the  disguised  inen  fired  at 
random,  and  ineffectually.  The  negroes  returned  the  fire,- wounding,  it  is  supposed, 
three  of  the  party,  from  the  fact  that  this  number  of  disguises  were  found,  marked 
with  blood.  The  disguised  men  broke  and  ran,  and  were  pursued  by  the  negroes  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile,  to  the  Lamb's  Ferry  road,  where  they  found  and  captured  six 
mules  and  horses,  which  had  been  left  at  this  point  by  the  marauders.  The.y  also 
found  at  this  point  the  mai»Bosey,  mortally  wounded.  He  was  supposed  to  have  been 
first  wounded  in  the  lane,  and,  running  to  regain  his  horse,  failed  to  answer  the  chal- 
lenge of  the  sentinel  left  over  the  animals,  and  was  again  shot  by  him.  The  pursuing 
negroes  heard  the  challenge  of  the  sentinel,  heard  him  fire,  and  then  exclaim,  ^'  I  have 
killed  my  brother." 

Upon  the  affair  being  reported  to  the  civil  authorities,  every  measure  appears  to 
have  been  taken  to  arrest  and  bring  to  justice  the  guilty  parties.  For  particulars  of 
their  measures,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Baker,  notary  public, 
&c.,  whose  statement,  taken  down  by  me  from  his  dictation,  is  hereto  appended, 
marked  A,  and  made  part  of  this  report.  I  also  refer  to  the  joint  statement  of  Messrs. 
E.  H.  Foster  and  C.  Baker,  (B  ;)  Mr.  John  Phalan,  (C ;)  Mr.  E.  I.  Simmons,  (D  ;)  and 
diagram  of  the  scene  of  action,  drawn  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Baker,  (E.) 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  every  facility  was  offered  me  by  the  gentlemen 
above  named,  and  other  citizens  of  Courtland  and  vicinity,  for  ascertaining  all  the 
facts  of  the  case ;  and  that  the  citizens  of  the  county  seem  to  be  alive  to  the  import- 
ance of  vindicating  the  outraged  majesty  of  the  law  against  these  displays  of  violence, 
and  fully  determined  that  no  effort  of  theirs  shall  be  wanting  to  bring  the  perpetrators 
to  justice. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BATEMAN, 
Second  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry, 

Lieutenant  James  Miller,  Fast  Adjutant, 

A  true  copy : 

J.  MILLER, 
Lieutenant  Second  Infantry, 


A. 


Courtland,  Alabama,  August  18, 1870. 
On  Friday  morning,  the  I2th  of  August,  about  sunrise,  Wash  McDaniel  came  to  me, 
and  said  that  a  party  of  Ku-Klux  had  attacked  him,  and  that  he  had  killed  one  of  them 
the  night  before,  stating  that  it  was  after  12  o'clock  p.  m.,  and  wanted  to  know  what 
to  do.  I  told  him  to  surrender  himself  to  the  deputy  sheriff.  As  soon  as  I  could  get  to  my 
office,  I  heard  his  complaint,  and  issued  a  warrant  for  parties  sux^posed  to  belong  to  the 
party  of  disguised  men,  and  said  to  be  by  the  man  who  w^as  killed.  Their  names  were 
Dogget  t,  two  Bordens,  and  one  Bosey,  and  others;  the  names  to  be  ascertained  on  evidence. 
I  summoned  a  coroner's  jury,  and  went  with  them  to  view  the  body,  whose  verdict  was, 
viz :  ^'That  the  deceased  came  to  his  death  by  a  gun-shot  wound  in  right  breast,  four 
buck-shot  or  small  balls  entering  ;  that  the  said  wounds  were  inflicted  by  parties  un- 
known, a  dozen  or  more  shots  having  been  fired  by  the  negroes  living  on  the  Wash 
Foster  place,  three  miles  north  of  Courtland,  into  a  body  of  men  in  disguise,  who  came 
with  apparent  intention  of  attacking  them,  (the  negroes,)  about  1  o'clock  p.  m., 
August  12,  1870 ;  that  the  disguised  men  first  fired  at  the  negroes,  and  that  the  dece- 
dent was  in  disguise,  and  was  so  found  when  in  a  wounded  and  dying  condition,  from 
wounds  given  by  the  negroes  in  repelling  the  attack  of  the  disguised  men."  Signed  by 
E.  F.  Comegys,  jr.,  S.  Parshall,  J.^J.  Beemel,  J.  W.  Thorn,  Geo.  C.  Hickson,  T.  L. 
Schultz,  and  J.  M.  McGee.  At  the  same  time  I  authorized  the  deputy  sheriff  to  take 
with  him  three  or  more  men,  and  arrest  any  party  or  parties  against  whom  suspicion 
might  rest,  as  having  been  implicated  in  the  affair.  In  the  afternoon  the  deputy 
sheriff  came  back  to  town,  reporting  that  he  had  found  ten  or  more  suspicious  charac- 
ters armed  with  double-barreled  shot-guns  and  repeaters,  who  he  was  not  able  to 
arrest.  I  directed  him  to  summon  a  posse  of  men  to  aid  in  arresting  the  parties.  The 
ppsse,  some  twenty-six,  went  out  under  the  direction  of  the  deputy  sheriff',  and  failed 
to  find  any  party  that  was  implicated  or  guilty.  On  the  next  morning  I  directed 
the  deputy  sheriff  to  make  a  general  levy,  and  to  summon  every  white  man  to  aid 
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him  in  arresting  any  man  who  might  have  been  or  was  implicated  in  the  affair, 
under  which  order  he  summoned  thirty  or  forty  citizens.  They  scoured  the  county. 
I  was  informed  the  following  Sunday  morning  that  they  had  arrested  one  John  Odom 
on  suspicion.  On  Monday  Justice  Patton  and  myself  tried  and  investigated  the  case. 
There  were  four  white  and  four  black  witnesses  for  the  State ;  the  said  black  witnesses 
were  present  when  the  conflict  took  place;  no  witnesses  for  the  defendant.  Upon 
})aving  all  the  testimony  that  could  be  adduced,  Odom  was  discharged,  as  there  was 
no  testimony  to  justify  binding  him  over  to  the  court.  I  am,  by  api)ointment  of  the 
governor  of  Alabama,  a  notary  public,  ex-officio  justice  of  the  peace,  and,  by  virtue  of 
the  office,  acting  coroner  in  the  absence  of  the  regular  coroner.  A  warrant  in  my  hand 
has  been  issued,  and  is  in  the  hands  of  the  sheritf,  for  the  arrest  of  several  jjarties  im- 
plicated inkfhe  affair,  and  accused  thereof.  The  citizens  hold  themselves  ready  to 
respond  to  any  call  of  the  civil  officers  in  keeping  peace  in  their  vicinity,  and  are  using 
their  utmost  endeavor  to  bring  these  and  all  other  marauding  parties  to  justice.  For 
this  statement  I  have  numerous  assurances.  All  the  prominent  citizens  will  sustain 
me  in  this  statement. 

W.  W.  BAKER, 
Notary  PuUic^  ex-officio  Justice  of  tlie  Peace, 

A  true  copy : 

J.  MILLER, 

Lieutenant  Second  Infantry, 


B. 

COURTLAND,  AuQUSt  18,  1870. 

statement  of  what  I  know  about  the  difficulties  in  Lawrence  County  the  last  pre- 
ceding week,  made  at  the  request  of  Lieutenant  Bateman,  United  States  Army. 

I  think  the  disturbances  originated  in  the  killing  of  some  sheep,  belonging  to  a  poor 
woman  named  Borden,  by  Wash  McDonald  and  some  other  negroes  on  the  plantation 
of  George  W.  Foster,  three  miles  north  of  Courtland.  The  sons  of  Mrs.  Borden  ascer- 
tained from  the  statements  of  other  negroes  on  the  place  that  the  parties  charged  had 
killed  eight  out  of  a  flock  of  twelve  sheep,  running  on  the  place.  The  evidence  against 
Wash  McDonald  was  conclusive.  They  got  out,  as  they  supposed,  a  warrant  against 
him,  but  the  justice,  by  mistake,  issued  a  search-warrant  instead  of  a  warrant  of  ar- 
rest. He  was  brought  before  the  justice  on  this  warrant.  The  Bordens  employed  me 
as  their  attorney  to  prosecute,  and  so  soon  as  I  saw  the  papers,  I  advised  them  that  the 
prisoner  was  improperly  under  arrest,  and  advised  them  to  make  affidavit,  and  sue  out 
a  warrant  of  arrest  in  a  proper  form.  This  occurred  about  the  9th  instant.  They  con- 
cluded that  they  would  await  the  return  of  a  certain  justice,  then  absent  from  home, 
who  they  preferred  should  try  the  case,  and  then  institute  a  pjosecutiou.  On  tl^e 
night  of  the  12th,  or  rather  at'l  or  2  o'clock  a.  m.  of  August,  it  is  reported  (and  I  think 
the  report  is  true)  that  about  nine  white  men, .in  disguises,  repaired  to  the  plantation 
of  George  W.  Foster,  hitched  their  horses  in  the  public  road  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  dwellings,  and  advanced  to  a  point  near  the  residence  on  said  x)lantation.  In 
consequence  of  some  previous  threatening  indications,  the  negroes  had  gotten  together 
some  thirty  or  forty  armed  men,  and  laid  in  ambush,  awaiting  the  attack.  These  ne- 
groes fired  on  the  disguised  men,  who  fled  and  dispersed.  Only  one  man  got  back  to 
where  the  horses  were  hitched — a  man  named  Posey.  He  neglected  to  give  the  coun- 
tersign to  the  man  left  in  charge  of  the  horses,  and,  when  challenged,  either  did  not 
hear  or  was  too  much  excited  to  give  the  word,  or  likely  took  it  for  granted  that 
he  was  known  to  the  sentinel.  Thereupon  the  man  in  charge  of  the  horses  shot  him 
down.  The  man  who  fired  upon  him  turned  out  to  be  his  own  brother,  who  was  then 
driven  away  from  him  by  the  approach  of  the  negroes.  The  wounded  man  lingered  a 
few  hours,  and  died  in  the  hands  of  the  negroes.  Six  horses  were  captured  by  the  ne- 
groes. Mr.  E.  I.  Simmons,  the  deputy  sheriff,  took  charge  of  their  horses,  hoping  that 
they  would  lead  to  the  detection  of  the  offenders  against  the  law.  Parties  of  the  of- 
fenders came  forward,  and  claimed  the  horses  and  mu.les,  and  they  have  all  Iveen  de- 
livered up.  They  were  recovered  from  the  deputy  sheriff  by  proceedings  under  section 
2593  of  the  revised  code  of  Alabama.  Some  of  the  parties  claiming  such,  revealed 
the  names  of  persons  they  susi^ected  of  taking  it  for  that  especial  occasion.  It  is  generally 
understood  that  all  the  persons  suspected  in  engaging  in  the  raid  have  fled  the  coun- 
trj^  It  is  sufficiently  well  known  whothey  are  to  enable  the  grand  jury  to  invcvstlgate 
the  matter  effectually.  It  was  reported  on  Saturday  evening  that  a  wounded  man  was 
at  a  house  about  six  miles  from  Courtland,  and  some  ten  or  twelve  armed  men  with 
hitn.  The  citizens  of  Courtland  held  a  sort  of  meeting  or  consultation,  and  concluded 
that  they  would  all  go  and  assist  the  deputy  sheriff  in  arresting  these  men.  A  crowd 
of  negroes,  greatly  excited,  and  numbering,  perhaps,  one  hundred,  collected  on  the 
streets,  and  declared  that  they  would  go  and  assist  us  in  making  the  arrests.    They 
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were  told  by  the  white  citizens  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  them  to  go ;  that  it  would 
excite  the  suspected  men  to  resistance  for  them  to  go,  &c.  They  were  not  satisfied, 
and  still  persisted  in  going,  and  about  seventy-five  colored  men  started  with  the  in- 
tention of  gping,  but  changed  their  i)urposes,  and  did  not  reach  the  place.  Twenty- 
four  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  Courtland  went  with  the  deputy  sheriff,  but 
found  no  wounded  man  and  no  armed  men  there ;  indeed,  none  of  the  parties  sus- 
pected. This  posse  of  citizens  continued  their  search  during  Saturday 'and  part  of 
Sunday.  On  Saturday  night  they  arrested  a  man  who  was  suspected,  and  brought  him 
before  a  justice.  The  i)roof  being  insufQcient  to  detain  or  commit  him,  he  was  dis- 
charged. The  excitement  incident  to  this  affair  has  subsided.  The  negroes  are  satis- 
fied with  the  exertions  made  by  white  citizens  to  preserve  law  and  order  and  break  up 
lawless  bands.  The  men  composing  these  bands  are  regarded  as  bad  men,  intent  on 
bad  T>urposes. 

E.  H.  FOSTER. 

A  true  copy  : 

J.  MILLER, 

Lieutenant  Second  Infantry, 


CouiiTLAND,  Alabama,  August  18, 187Q. 
Mr.  E.  H.  Foster  having  written  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  difiSculties  which  took 
place  on  the  Foster  plantation,  I  simply  add  that  the  citizens  acted  promptly  upon  the 
call  of  the  sheriff",  and  went  with  him  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  these  parties,  re- 
ported to  have  been  in  disguise.  The  freedmen  Vv'ished  to  go,  but  their  sheriff  and  cit- 
izens thought  it  best  for  them  not  to  go,  as  they  were  very  much  excited,  and  it  was 
believed  that  if  they  went  it  would  exasperate  the  law-breakers,  and  be  the  cause  of  a 
conflict ;  this  could  only  result  in  loss  of  life,  and  that  if  the  white  men  went  alone 
and  found  the  party,  they  could  arrest  them  without  loss  of  life.  I  have  been  a  citizen 
of  Courtland  for  thirty  years,  and  have  never  known  the  people  of  Courtland  and  vi- 
cinity so  unanimously  determined  to  aid  the  officers  of  the  law  in  preserving  peace  and 
quiet,  and  determined  to  put  down  lawlessness,  whether  committed  by  white  or  black. 
In  the  late  difficulty  the  citizens  have  done  their  duty  promptly  and  cheerfully. 

J.  C.  BAKER. 

A  true  copy: 

J.  MILLER, 
Lieutenant  Second  Infantry. 


C. 

CouRTLAKD,  Alabama,  August  17, 1870. 

At  the  request  of  Lieutenant  Jno.  D.  Batenlan,  United  States  Army,  I  make  the  fol- 
lowing statement  in  regard  to  the  recent  disturbances  around  Cmirtland  : 

Some  ten  or  twelve  days  ago  certain  negroes  on  G.  W.  Foster's  plantation,  near 
Courtland,  were  charged  by  certain  white  men  with  having  stolen  some  sheep,  and 
the  said  negroes  were  brought  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  investigate  the  charge ;  the 
negroes  were  discharged  by  the  justice.  After  this— shortly  afterward — four  white  men 
went  to  the  said  plantation,  and  one  of  them  pulled  out  his  pistol,  and  said  to  the  ne- 
groes that  that  pistol  had  whipped  many  a  negro,  and  would  whip  many  more,  or  words 
to  that  effect.  Tlie  negroes  thinking,  from  their  manner,  that  this  was  a  threat,  pre- 
pared themselves  with  guns  and  pistols,  and  watched  the  place.  These  men  supposed 
to  be  present  some  eight  or  ten  negroes — perhaps  more.  That  night,  about  12  or  1 
o'clock,  some  twelve  or  fifteen  men  in  disguise  were  seen  ajjproaching  the  house,  near 
which  the  negroes  were  in  ambush,  watching  their  coming.  As  soon  as  the  disguised 
men  came  within  fifty  or  one  hundred  yards,  the  negroes  opened  fire  upon  them,  and  the 
disguised  men  returned  the  fire.  As  soon  as  the  negroes  fired  the  disguised  men  broke 
and  ran  back  through  a  cotton-field  about  half  a  mile  to  the  public  road,  the  negroes 
pursuing  them,  and  firing  as  they  fled.  When  the  negroes  got  to  the  public  road,  they 
found  a  man  mortally  wounded,  who  proved  to  be  the  man  who  had  threatened  them 
with  a  pistol  the  evening  before.  They  also  found  six  horses  and  mules  hitched  to  the 
fence.  The  next  morning  the  negroes  reported  these  facts,  and  that  they  had  killed  a 
wiiite  man  in  disguise.  The  white  man,  before  he  died,  reported  the  names  of  some 
four  or  five  others  who  were  with  him  in  the  raid.  The  next  day  a  warrant  was  issued 
for  the  arrest  of  these  men.    In  the  morning  a  coroner's  inquest  was  had  over  the  dead 
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man,  and  the  facts  substantially  of  this  paper  developed.  After  the  inquest — some 
time  after — some  ten  or  twelve  men  came  and  demanded  the  body  of  the  dead  man, 
which  was  given  to  them.  Soon  after  their  departure  with  the  corpse,  E.  I.  Simmons, 
deputy  sheriff,  pursued  them  with  three  or  four  young  men,  and  caught  up  with  them 
at  Hemingway's,  some  two  miles  from  Foster's.  They  would  not  be  arrested.  Some  of 
these  men  demanded  of  the  deputy  a  mule  that  he  was  riding,  being  one  of  the  same 
captured  the  night  before.  Simmons  refused  to  deliver  the  mule,  telling  them  that 
the  mule  was  in  the  custody  of  the  law.  Simmons  then  returned  to  Courtland,  and 
reported  the  facts,  when  the  white  citizens  determined,  after  consultation,  to  get  up  a 
posse  and  arrest  them  by  force,  if  necessary.  A  short  while  before  dark  the  posse,  of 
some  twenty-five  or  thirty  of  the  best  citizens,  arrived  at  Hemingway's,  but  found 
that  the  men  had  all  left  about  two  hours  before  their  arrival.  The  posse  thereupon 
returned  to  Courtland.  The  next  day  a  posse  of  fifty  men  turned  out  and  scoured  the 
country  for  five  or  six  miles  around  the  town,  and  learned  that  all  of  the  men  whose 
names  they  knew  had  crossed  the  Tennessee  Kiver.  They  thereupon  returned  without 
arresting  any  one. 

These  are  about  substantially  the  facts.  The  excitement  among  all  classes  has  been 
allayed,  and  all  the  good  citizens  are  unanimous  in  urging  the  punishment  of  the  dis- 
guised men,  and  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  have  them  arrested. 

JOHN  PHELAN. 

A  true  copy : 

J.  MILLER, 

Lieutenant  Second  Infantry. 


D. 


Courtland,  Alabama,  August  18, 1870. 

On  the  request  of  Lieutenant  Bateman,  of  the  United  States  Army,  I  make  this  state- 
ment in  reference  to  an  afiTray  that  took  place  about  three  miles  from  this  place  on  the 
night  of  the  11th  instant :     " 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  Wash.  McDonald  rode  up  to  my  house  about  sun- 
rise. I  rose  from  my  bed  and  went  out,  and  Wash,  stated  to  me  that  he  had  killed  a 
white  man  in  disguise.  He  said  he  had  come  to  give  himself  up.  I  took  him  in  cus- 
tody, went  into  town,  and  told  the  citizens  of  the  affray.  They  willingly  volunteered 
to  go  with  me  in  pursuit  of  the  party,  and  I  was  Ordered  by  W.  W.  Baker,  acting  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  to  summons  a  coroner's  jury,  and  I  accompanied  them  with  about  fif- 
teen men  to  the  place  where  the  depredation  had  been  committed,  where  there  was  an 
inquest  held ;  and  after  this  was  done  1  took  the  fifteen  men  and  v^ent  in  pursuit  of 
the  party.  I  divided  my  party  into  squads  of  four,  and  after  four  or  five  hours'  ride, 
my  squad  came  up  to  a  house  where  there  were  nine  well-armed  men  on  the  outside ; 
and  as  to  the  whole  number  I  am  unable  to  say.  By  being  such  a  great  odds,  I  thought 
it  was  not  prudent  to  try  to  arrest  them.  I  left  the  place  and  came  to  town,  and  stated 
what  I  had  seen,  and  the  citizens  willingly  volunteered,  and  went  to  the  place  where 
I  had  seen  the  men,  and  on  my  return  the  men  had  disappeared.  It  being  late  in  the 
night  we  returned  home.  On  the  next  morning  I  heard  of  the  party  about  ten  miles 
from  this  place.  I  stated  the  fact  to  the  citizens.  I  summoned  thirty-six,  and  we  scat- 
tered, and  scoured  the  whole  county  for  twelve  miles,  but  without  any  information, 
with  the  exception  of  one  man  that  had  been  out  in  the  county  the  same  night,  and 
had  got  his  horse  snagged ;  he  left  him  about  five  miles  from  the  place,  at  a  gentleman's 
house  by  the  name  of  James  Daniel.  Mr.  James  Daniel  told  me  that  a  gentleman  by 
the  name  of  Mr.  John  Odam  left  his  horse  there  the  same  night,  wounded  by  a  snag.  I 
took  five  men  and  arrested  him,  and  brought  him  to  our  town,  where  his  trial  came  off. 
I  went  into  the  country  and  summoned  eight  witnesses  for  the  State  ;  the  defendant 
had  none.  By  a  close  trial,  they  could  not  prove  anything  on  the  man,  and,  of  course, 
he  was  discharged. 

This  is  a  true  statement,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 

E.  J.  SIMMONS, 

Deputy  Sheriff, 

A  true  copy : 

J.  MILLER, 

Lieutenant  Second  Infantry, 
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At  *  is  Tvliere  freedmen  claim  the  man  to  have  been  killed,  or  received  the  wonnd,  and  ran  to  A,  below. 
At  D,  man  wounded,  who  afterward  died ;  found  by  freedmen,  according  to  their  statements. 
At  (1, 2,  3,  4, 5,  6,)  horses  picketed.    (Six  horses  captured.) 


Compared  with  original  and  found  correct. 


J.  MILLER, 

Infantry. 
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[No.  16.— Class  first,  1870.] 

Headquarters  Company  G,  Second  Infantry, 

Ashville,  St.  Clare  County,  AMama,  August  20, 1870. 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  another  man  was  shot  this  morning  as  he 
was  entering  the  town.  In  this  instance  it  has  proved  fatal.  The  man's  name  is  Frank 
Harrison ;  lives  at  Ferryville,  about  twenty-five  miles  from  here.  It  is  presumed  that 
he  came  here  to  attend  a  democratic  convention,  which  is  to  be  held  here  to-day.  He 
belongs  to  the  anti-Springfield  party.  I  understood  that  he  made  threats  no  later  than 
yesterday  that  Springfield  would  be  killed  to-day.  It  is  not  yet  known  who  did  the 
shooting,  but  presumable  that  it  was  one  of  the  Springfield  party. 

Without  horses  it  is  useless  for  me  to  try  to  make  arrests  out  of  town.  I  have  gone 
to  several  places,  from  two  to  eight  miles  distant,  to  make  arrests,  but  accomplished 
nothing,  as  the  parties  got  wind  of  our  coming.  The  Springfield  party  has  possession 
of  the  town  ;  the  opposite  one  has  cleared  out,  but  whether  to  the  woods  or  to  parts 
unknown,  no  one  here  knows. 

Captain  Cook,  with  a  portion  of  his  company,  arrived  here  on  the  18th.  He  has  not 
reported  to  me  for  duty.  He  stated  to  me  unofficially  that  he  was  ordered  to  report  to 
Colonel  Crawford. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Secmid  Infantry,  Commanding  Company, 
Colonel  S.  W.  Crawford, 

Second  Infantry,  Fatona,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


[No.  17.— Class  first,  1870.] 

Fayetteville,  Fayette  County, 

Alabama,  October  24,  1870. 
Lieutenant  :  In  compliance  with  my  directions,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  regarding  the  late  disturbance  which  occurred  not  far  from  this  place. 
Upon  my  arrival  here  I  communicated  with  the  sheriff  of  the  county  and  the  judge 
of  probate,  from  whom  I  obtained  the  following  items : 

For  some  time  a  party  of  men  known  as  Ku-Klux  have  been  committing  depreda- 
tions, and  to  counteract  this  an  anti-Ku-Klux  party  has  been  organized,  styling  them- 
selves "  Mossy-backs."  Men  of  both  of  these  parties  went  to  a  meeting,  and  coming 
away  met  and  shot  at  each  other  several  times,  wounding  two  men  very  slightly  and 
killing  one  horse  dead  and  wounding  another  fatally.  I  am  informed  that  as  yet  no 
steps  have  been  made  to  arrest  either  party.  No  palls  have  yet  been  made  upon  the 
military  for  assistance,  but  will  be  made  as  soon  as  horses  can  be  had  upon  which  to 
mount  my  men. 

I  would  also  report  that  the  troops  and  myself  are  occupying  the  court-house ;  that 
the  troops  are  well  supplied  with  clothing,  ammunition,  and  rations,  and  are  well  kept 
in  hand ;  that  I  have  three  men  unfit  for  duty  on  account  of  sickness.  1  would  re- 
spectfully inclose  list  of  calls  as  directed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BATEMAN, 
Second  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Detachment, 
Lieutenant  James  Miller, 

Fost  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alabama, 


[No.  18.— Class  first,  1870.1 

Fayetteville,  Fayette  County, 

Alabama,  October  30,  1870. 
Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  affidavit  made  by  the  sheriff  of  this  county 
before  the  probate  judge,  calling  upon  me  to  assist  him  in  arresting  certain  parties  iu 
this  vicinity. 

On  the  28th  instant  I  furnished  twelve  men  to  the  sheriff,  who  succeeded  in  arresting 
two  men,  one  of  whom  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux  organization,  and  who  made  to  me  a 
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full  and  entire  confession  in  regard  to  who  composed  the  organization  in  their  opera- 
tions. He  was  taken  before  the  probate  judge,  who  dismissed  him  on  bail,  to  appear 
next  March  term  of  the  circuit  court. 

Yesterday  I  furnished  six  men,  who  went  with  the  sheriff  and  his  posse,  and  they  ar- 
rested six  of  the  Ku-Klux,  (including  their  captains,)  two  complete  uniforms  and  part 
of  another,  and  of  which  I  have  possession.  The  six  prisoners  were  turned  over  to  me 
for  safe  keeping,  as  there  is  no  jail  here,  and  will  probably  have  their  trial  to-morrow, 
the  31st. 

I  am  requested  to  say  that  it  seems  impossible  to  bring  these  parties  to  justice  any 
farther  than  to  release  them  upon  bail  to  appear  before  the  next  term  of  the  circuit 
court,  and  that  this  plan  has  been  tried  so  frequently,  and  has  failed  in  each  case,  for 
the  reason  that  the  witnesses  leave  the  country  at  the  time  of  trial,  and  thus  the  case 
is  compelled  to  stand  over  or  be  dismissed. 

The  men  in  my  charge  now  are  some  of  the  leading  men  concerned  in  this  lawless- 
Bess,  and  their  guilt  is  clearly  proven,  and  each  one  has  confessed  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  C.  BATEMAN, 
Second  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Commanding  Detachment. 

Lieutenant  James  Miller, 

Post  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alabama, 


State  of  Alabama,  Fayette  County  : 

Personally  came  before  me,  B.  W.  Wilson,  judge  of  the  probate  court  of  said  county, 
F.  M.  Treadaway,  sheriff  of  ^aid  county,  and  makes  oath  that  he  is  unable,  as  he  be- 
lieves, with  his  posse  to  arrest  the  various  violators  of  the  law  without  the  assistance 
of  the  military  force. 

F.  M.  TREADAWAY,  Sheriff. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  30th  October,  1870. 

B.  W.  WILSON, 
Judge  of  Prolate. 

B.  W.  WILSON, 

Judge  of  Prolate. 


Respectfully  referred  to  Captain  John  C.  Bateman. 


[ISTo.  19.— Class  first,  1870.] 

Headquarters  Company  G,  Second  Infantry, 

AsliviUe,  Alabama,  November  20,  1870. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  a  man  named  Jessie  Ingram,  living  some  eight 
miles  from  here,  was  driven  from  his  home  by  a  band  of  disguised  men  on  the  14th 
instant.  Ingram  went  to  Springville  next  day  and  swore  warrants  out  against  some 
of  the  parties,  whom  it  is  said  he  recognized  as  being  at  his  house  the  night  before. 
The  parties  whom  the  warrants  were  issned  against  live  in  Springville,  and  seeing 
Ingram  there  they  commenced  to  fire  at  him,  shooting  him  pretty  effectually.  The 
parties  were  arrested,  brought  to  trial  in  Ashville,  and  let  loose,  there  being  no  witness 
to  testify  against  them. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  McLOUGHLIN, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Commanding^ 
Lieutenant  James  Miller, 

Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant,  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

A  true  copy  : 

J.  MILLEll, 

Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 

Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  for  civil  file. 

J.  MILLER, 
Lieutenant  Second  Infantry. 
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[No.  1.— Class  second,  1870.] 

Office  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad, 

Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  January  8,  1870. 
Dear  Sir  :  From  various  representations  made  to  me  by  citizens  of  undoubted  verac- 
ity, I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  small  force  of  soldiers  to  assist  the 
sheriff  of  De  Kalb  County,  Alabama,  in  the  execution  of  the  law.  There  has  been 
many  depredations  committed,  and,  among  others,  many  thefts.  There  are  many  other 
offenses  which  have  been  committed,  and  it  is  difficult,  if  not  dangerous,  in  many  in- 
stances for  the  sheriff  to  make  arrests.  I  hope  that  you  can  send  a  squad  of  some  six 
men  under  an  officer  to  assist  the  sheriff.  Let  them  report  here  to  J.  B.  Wilkinson.  On 
Wednesday,  the  12th  instant,  he  will  conduct  them  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga 
Railroad  to  Lebanon,  or  to  some  other  point  in  DeKalb  County,  as  circumstances  may 
require. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  J.  HARALSON, 

Judge,  ^^c,  ^c. 
General  Crawford, 

Huntsvilley  Alabama, 

A  true  copy  : 

JAS.  M.  INGALLS, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


[No.  3.— Class  second,  1870.] 
State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison : 

On  this  26th  day  of  Februarj^  A.  D.  1870,  personally  appeared  before  me,  Lewis  M. 
Douglas,  judge  of  probate  court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Samuel 
Lawler,  resident  of  Averyville,  near  Stevenson,  Jackson  County,  State  of  Alabama, 
who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  on  the  night  of  the  18th  of  January, 
1870,  I,  with  my  family,  were  asleep  in  my  house,  and  about  midnight  we  were  aroused 
from  sleep  by  some  persons  breaking  down  the  paling  fence,  which  was  surrounding 
the  lot  on  which  I  live,  and  these  persons  knocked  and  jumped  against  the  door  of  my 
house,  trying  to  break  it  down  to  get  in.  At  the  same  time  some  of  them  said  if  I 
did  not  open  the  door  they  would  burn  the  house  down ;  but  after  they  found  that  I 
would  not  open  the  door,  and  they  could  not  break  it  open,  they  left.  I,  while  they 
were  trying  to- break  down  the  door,  looked  through  the  cracks,  and  saw  some  men 
dressed  in  disguise.  They  had  white  cloths  on  their  heads,  and  black  gowns  covering 
their  bodies.  I  could  not  count  them,  but  from  the  number  of  voices  think  there  were 
seven  or  eight.  They  also  peeped  into  my  house  through  the  cracks  in  the  door,  and 
when  they  saw  me  would  say,  "  I  see  him ;  close  up,  and  let's  get  into  the  house  to  him." 
My  wife  was  standing  near  the  door  with  the  fire-shovel  in  her  hands,  and  when  they 
saw  her  they  said  the  same,  "  Close  up ;  I  see  the  woman  with  a  shovel ;  let's  get  in  to 
her."  About  8  or  9  o'clock  this  same  evening  I  was  out  in  the  yard,  and  saw  some  men 
going  up  the  road,  coming  from  the  direction  of  Stevenson.  When  I  saw  them  I  ran 
into  my  house.  These  men  were  disguised  with  white  cloths  on  their  heads  and  dark 
gowns  over  their  bodies.    They  were  afoot — walking ;  there  were  seven  of  them. 

I  further  swear  that  on  the  night  of  the  25th  of  February,  1870,  about  2  o'clock, 
while  myself  and  family,  consisting  of  myself,  wife  Sarah,  my  daughters  Matt,  Mary, 
and  Amanda,  and  the  husband  of  the  latter,  Robert  Barbee,  also  my  son  Henry,  were 
asleep,  we  were  aroused  by  persons  trying  to  break  down  the  door  of  my  house,  and 
shots  fired  into  the  housed  through  the  weather-boarding,  near  the  tire-place.  These 
parties  did  not  say  anything  before  they  shot  at  and  into  my  house.  They  fired  about 
sixteen  shots,  one  of  'which  shots  hit  me  on  the  left  arm  below  the  elbow.  Another  shot 
hit  my  wife  on  the  left  side  of  the  neck,  grazing  the  skin.  When  I  was  shot  I  hollowed 
out,  ''  O,  Lord !"  Then  these  men  ran  away.  I  did  not  see  them ;  do  not  know  how 
many  there  were.  The  shots  were  fired  one  after  the  other.  The  wound  is  very  seri- 
ous, and  will  cause  me  to  keep  many  days  from  my  work.  I  believe  this  treatment  was 
done  to  me  because  I  was  living  on  the  ground  near  the  new  school-house  for  colored 
children,  which  has  just  been  built  by  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  to  replace  one  that  was 
there  before  and  was  burnt.  The  colored  people  in  and  around  Averyville  and  Steven- 
son are  so  constantly  being  beaten  and  shot  at  by  men  in  disguise  at  night  that  we  have 
no  security  for  our  lives  or  property,  being  in  dread  constantly  of  receiving  such  treat- 
ment at  the  hands  of  these  disguised  men. 

his 
SAMUEL  H-  LAWLER. 
mark. 

Witness : 

John  H,  Wager. 
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At  the  same  time  and  place  also  persanaJly  appeared  before  me  Robert  Barbee,  resi- 
dent of  Avery  ville,  near  Stevenson,  Jackson  County,  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn, 
deposes  and  says  that  on  the  night  of  the  25th  of  February^  1870,  he  was  in  the  house 
of  his  father-in-law,  Samuel  Lawler,  at  Avery  ville,  where  he  and  his  wife  live.  About 
2  o'clock  that  night  I  heard  some  men  talking  outside  of  the  house,  and  then  shots  were 
jB.red  into  the  house.  The  shots  were  fired  one  after  the  other.  About  sixteen  shota 
were  fired,  I  think,  one  of  which  hit  my  mother-in-law,  Sarah  Lawler,  on  the  left  side 
of  the  neck  J  another  hit  my  father-in-law,  Samuel  Lawler,  in  the  left  arm,  below  the 
elbow.  When  he  was  hit  he  hollowed  out.  Then  the  men  cried  out,  "  Rally,  boys ; 
let's  get  away  from  here,"  blowing  a  whistle.  They  all  left.  I  did  not  see  them  ;  do  not 
know  how  many  there  were.  These  things  are  being  constantly  done  to  the  colored 
people  in  that  part  of  the  county.  We  are  in  continual  dread  of  our  lives  from  these 
disguised  men. 

his 
ROBERT  -f  BARBEE. 
mark. 
Witness : 

John  H.  Wager. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  26th  day  of  February,  1870 ;  and  I  certify 
that  the  foregoing  affidavits  were  carefully  read  to  the  affiants  before  they  signed 
them. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLAS, 
Judge  of  Probate  Court,  Madison  County. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


[No.  5.— Class  second,  1870.] 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison : 

On  this  28th  day  of  February,  1870,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Frank  Bell,  resident  on  the  plan- 
tation of  old  Frank  Bell,  Madison  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn 
according  to  law,  deposes  and  says:  That  on  Saturday  night,  the  29th  of  January, 
1870,  between  the  hours  of  12  and  1  o'clock,  my  wife,  who  was  up  by  the*  fire  sewing, 
awoke  me  from  sleep,  calling  to  me  and  saying  that  there  was  some  one  at  the  door. 
When  I  got  out  of  bed  I  saw  three  men  disguised.  Over  their  heads  and  faces  they 
had  white  cloth,  and  over  their  persons  black  cloth  gowns.  They  were  pointing  their 
pistols  at  my  wife,  telling  her  to  hush  up  or  they  would  shoot  her.  I  told  them  to  let  her 
alone,  for  they  could  not  make  her  hush,  as  when  she  got  into  those  crying  spells  she 
could  not  be  stopped.  They  turned  around  to  me,  saying,  "  You  are  the  man  we  are 
in  search  of;  you  are  the  man  who  has  been  killing  stock  and  cutting  up  horses  of  the 
people  around  horo.^'  I  said  I  had  never  done  anything  but  shoot  at  a  cow  which  had 
been  destroying  my  crop  for  over  four  months.  I  could  not  keep  her  out  of  it.  She 
had  been  a  pest  to  all  of  us  there.  They  pointed  their  pistols  at  me,  saying,  "  Come 
out  of  the  house.  If  you  do  not  come  out  we  will  shoot  you  aU  to  pieces.'^  I  went  out 
of  there,  fearing  they  would  kill  me.  One  of  the  men  got  a  piece  of  a  board  about 
three  feet  long  and  four  inches  wide,  half  inch  thick,  and  beat  me  with  it  until  he  was 
tired,  the  other  two  men  pointing  their  pistols  at  me.  He  beat  me  from  my  knees  up  to 
my  shoulders  with  the  board,  using  both  hands  to  it,  saying  he  wanted  a  rope  to  hang 
me  with.  When  he  stopped  another  took  it  and  beat  me.  Then  the  third  man  beat  me 
until  he  was  tired.  Then  they  made  me  take  my  gun  and  break  it  to  pieces,  saying  if 
I  did  not  they  would  kill  me.  Then  they  left.  I  was  so  beaten  up  that  I  could  neither 
lay  nor  sit,  and  was  in  bed  a  week  before  I  could  do  anything  or  more. 

his 

FRANK  -f  BELL. 

mark. 

Witnesses : 

John  H.  Wager. 
John  Lee  Rogers. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1870. 

JAMES  H.  BONE. 

Clerh  Circuit  Court. 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 
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[]N"o.  6.— Class  second,  1870.] 

State  of  Albama,  County  of  Madison  : 

On  tMs  Syth  day  of  February,  1870,  personally  appeared  before  me,  a  clerk  of  the 
circuit  court  in  and  for  the  court  and  State  aforesaid,  James  Bell,  resident  on  the 
plantation  owned  by  Huston  Bell,  on  the  Whitesburgh  Pike,  in  the  county  of  Madison, 
State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  :  That  between  the  hours  of 
10  and  11  o'clock  on  Saturday  night,  the  29th  of  January,  1H70,  I  was  aroused  from 
sleep  by  my  wife,  who  has  been  an  invalid  for  some  time,  saying  that  there  was  some 
one  in  the  yard.  I  got  up  and  opened  the  door.  I  found,  on  its  being  opened,  three 
men  with  pistols  in  their  hands,  which  they  pointed  at  me.  They  asked  me,  in  a  dis- 
guised tone  of  Yoice,  whether  I  had  a  gun.  I  said,  '^  YesJ^  One  said,  ''  Give  it  to  me." 
1  not  moving  at  once,  one  of  them  g6t  down  off  of  his  horse,  (there  were  two  others, 
in  all  five,  on  horses  disguised,  covered  with  white  cloth  over  their  heads  and  persons, 
and  their  horses  were  also  covered  with  white  cloth,)  and  came  into  the  house,  (one 
of  the  others  said,  "  Kill  him,  God  damn  him,")  and  I  gave  him  my  gun,  and  he  then 
handed  it  out  of  the  house  to  one  of  the  other  men.  The  man  who  was  in  the  house  then 
asked  me  if  I  had  a  pistol.  I  said,  ''  Yes."  He  said,  "  Give  it  to  me."  I  not  liking  to 
give  it  up,  these  men  outside  said,  •'  Kill  him,  God  damn  him ;  do  not  wait  a  moment." 
I,  being  in  fear  of  my  life,  gave  it  to  him.  Then  he  said,  ^'  Come  out  of  the  house." 
Being  still  afraid,  I  did  not  go  out ;  these  men  said,  ''  God  damn  him,  kill  him ;  do  not 
wait."  I  went  out,  and  they  told  me  to  break  my  gun.  They  made  me  hit  the  fence 
with  it,  breaking  the  stock  and  bending  the  barrel.  They  kept  my  pistol.  They  shot 
my  dog. 

Ms 
JAMES  -}-  BELL. 
mark. 
Witnesses : 

John  H.  Wager. 

W.  M.  Roper. 

Also,  at  the  same  time  and  place,  personally  appeared  before  me  Joshua  Harris,  a 
resident  on  the  plantation  of  Huston  Bell,  on  the  Whitesburgh  Pike,  in  the  county  of 
Madison,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says :  That  on  the 
night  of  January  29,  1870,  between  the  hours  of  10  and  11  o'clock,  I  was  asleep  in  bed ; 
was  aroused  by  some  men  who  broke  my  door  open,  and  came  into  my  house.  There 
were  two  men  who  came  into  the  house.  I  jumped  up  as  soon  as  I  heard  them,  and  saw 
one  of  them  take  my  gun  from  the  corner  of  the  room,  and  told  me  to  come  out  of  the 
house  and  break  it,  which  I  did.  They  then  asked  me  if  I  had  a  pistol.  I  said,  "Yes." 
He  told  me  to  get  it,  but  I  did  not  go  at  once.  One  of  the  other  men  said,  "  Where  is 
the  rope  ?  hang  him."  I,  fearing  for  my  life,  then  got  my  pistol,  which  they  carried 
off  with  them ;  they  left  as  soon  as  I  gave  them  my  pistol.  There  were  three  men 
outside  of  the  house,  in  all  five  men  ;  they  were  on  horses,  disguised,  covered  their 
heads  and  persons  with  white  cloth ;  also,  their  horses  were  covered  with  white  cloth. 

Ills 
JOSHUA  +  HARRIS. 
mark. 
Witnesses : 

John  H.  Wager. 
W.  M.  Roper. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  28th  day  of  February,  1870^  and  I  hereby 
certify 'that  the  foregoing  affidavits  were  carefully  read  to  the  affiants  before  they 
signed  their  names  by  making  their  marks. 

JAMES  H.  BONE, 
Clerk  Circuit  Court 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 


[No.  7.— Second  class,  1870.  J 

Decatur,  Alabama,  March  31, 1870. 

Dear  General:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  to  you  about  the  unset- 
tled «tate  of  affairs  in  our  (Morgan)  county : 

There  are  two  armed  parties  of  armed  men  camped  out  in  the  woods,  and  both 
parties  are  very  hostile  to  each  other,  and  some  are  loud  in  proclaiming  that  nothing 
but  blood  will  do  them. 
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I  have  been  notified  by  the  probate  judge,  throngli  another  man,  that  I  must  not 
come  to  Somerville,  or  in  the  upper  end  of  the  county,  as  it  would  not  be  safe ;  that 
I  could  not  execute  the  law.    It  is  impossible  for  me  to  preserve  order,  and  I  am 
obliged  to  resigu,  or  at  least  to  suspend  business  for  the  present. 
Most  respectfully, 

H.  G.  THOMAS, 
Sheriff  of  Morgan  County, 
General  S.  W.  Crawford, 

Commanding  United  States  Ti'oops  at  Huntsville. 

A  true  copy : 

P.  H.  FLOOD, 
First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


[No.  a— Class  second,,  1870.] 

House  of  Representatives, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  24,  1870. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  am  in  receipt  almost  daily  of  letters  from  the  counties  of  Sumter,  Greene, 
and  Tuskaloosa,  giving  accounts  of  murders  secretly  committed  by  the  organization 
known  as  Ku-Klux.  Especially  does  Sumter  take  the  lead  at  this  particular  time  in 
these  diabolical  outrages  upon  unoffending  citizens .  I  write  you  this  to  insist  that  you 
assume  the  responsibility  of  keeping  the  troops  in  Eutaw  till  after  the  election,  and 
also  send  a  company  of  troops  to  Livingston,  Sumter  County.  I  know  full  well  that 
the  entire  delegation  here  will  indorse  this  course.  And,  if  necessary,  I  can  get  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  issue  an  order  to  this  effect,  though  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Pres- 
ident and  Secretary  of  War  would  prefer  not  making  such  an  order,  as  it  would  be  said 
that  he  was  assuming  the  responsibility  of  carrying  the  election  by  armed  force,  and 
it  would  raise  a  howl  against  the  President.  As  to  the  present  executive  of  the  State 
doing  anything,  I  have  long  since  despaired.  Dr.  Cloud  has  just  returned  from  a  tour 
through  that  part  of  the  State,  and  his  accounts  to  me  in  a  letter  received  this  evening 
are  indeed  discouraging. 

We  are  already  indebted  to  you  for  the  little  peace  and  order  that  has  been  in  our 
State,  and  my  constituents  are  writing  me  the  most  imploring  letters  to  use  my  influ- 
ence to  have  the  troops  retained  in  Greene,  and  others  sent  to  Livin«yston  immediately. 
Will  you  do  our  suffering  people  this  simple  act  of  justice  ?  I  know  full  well  your  feel- 
ings on  this  subject,  and  I  do  hope  you  will,  not  hesitate  to  comply  with  the  request  of 
a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  these  counties  by  giving  them  the  protection  they  so 
much  need.  You  have  no  doubt  seen  an  account  of  the  recent  murders  of  Eldridge'and 
Blowse  in  Sumter  County.  Eldridge,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respected  citizens  in 
the  county,  raurdered  in  cold  blood,  like  Boyd  and  a  hundred  others,  because  they  were 
but  true  to  the  Government  which,  thus  far,  through  the  imbecility  of  a  weak-kneed 
governor,  has  failed  to  give  them  relief.  How  our  people  have  suffered  for  the  want  of 
some  one  who  would  dare  to  do  his  duty  as  the  chief  executive  of  the  State.  Thank 
God,  the  next  election  will  be  held  by  the  United  States  marshal,  and,  if  he  will  but  do 
his  duty,  balloting  can  go  on  at  the  polls  without  fear,  threat,  or  intimidation. 

If  we  can  but  have  a  fair  vote  the  State  will  go  republican  20,000.    I  am  confident  of 
these  results.    I  know  that  you  will  do  your  whole  duty,  and  all  that  we  request  is  a 
lair  vote.    I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  at  an  early  day. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  HAYS. 

General  S.  W.  Crawford,  Huntsvillc,  Alabama, 


[No.  9.— Class  second,  1870.] 

AsHViLLE,  Alabama,  Jnly^  10,  1870. 
My  Dear  Sir  :  It  is  impossible  and  useless  to  attempt  to  give  detail,  but  I  can  assure 
you  that  it  is  a  settled  fafct  that  troops  must  be  sent  at  once  for  the  protection  of  tlfe 
tjonnty.    I  wish  you  could  know  a  tenth  part  of  the  facts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  myself  your  obedient  servant, 

-SANDERS, 

Clerk  Circuit  Court,  Saint  Clair  County,  Alabama. 
General  Crawford. 
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We  most  heartily  concur  in  all  that  Mr.  Sanders  has  said,  and  most  earnestly  ask 
your  early  attention  in  the  premises, 

PIENRY  DEBERRY, 
July  10,  1870.  Judge  of  Prolate, 

JOHN  H.  NELSON. 

Fostmaster-, 
A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant^  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant. 


[No,  10.— Class  second,  1870.] 

Selma,  Rome  and  Dalton  Railroad, 

General  Superintendent's  Office, 

Patona,  Alabama,  July  12,  1870. 
Dear  Sir  :  Matters  in  this  section  have  assumed  so  serious  a  nature  that  I  apply  for 
a  force  of  at  least  one  hundred  men  to  be  sent  here  at  once.  The  officers  of  the  State 
are  powerlesa.  Last  night  a  Mr.  Luke,  teaching  a  negro  school,  was  hung  near  here.. 
He  was  engaged  in  teaching  at  this  place.  Also  two  negro  men  were  hung  at  same 
time  and  place,  and  two  others  shot  dead.  These  were  arrested  yesterday  by  the  civil 
authorities,  on  account  of  some  disturbance  which  occurred  on  Sunday  evening ;  and, 
the  trial  not  being  through,  they  were  left  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  and  deputy 
sheriff,  with  a  posse  to  support  them.  About  midnight  a  gang  of  some  fifty  to  sixty 
disguised  men  took  from  the  sheriff  and  others  Mr.  Luke  and  the  four  colored  men, 
whom  they  carried  about  one-half  mile,  and  hung  Mr.  Luke  and  two  colored  men,  and 
shot  the  other  two.  The  sheriff  says  he  can  do  nothing.  We  must  have  help  at  once. 
Excitement  very  high,  and  strongest  kind  of  threats  made  towards  employes  here, 
including  northern  men  and  colored  men. 
Let  me  know  by  telegraph,  on  receipt  of  this,  what  I  may  expect  from  you. 
Verv  respectfully, 

E.  G.  BARNES^ 

General  Suj^erintendent, 
General  Crawford, 

JSuntsville,  Alabama, 


INo.  ll.-— Class  second,  1870.] 

Selma,  Rome  and  Dalton  Railroad, 
General  Superintendent's  Office, 

Patona,  Alabama,  July  12,  1870. 
Dear  General  Crawford  :  I  write  the  inclosed  hurriedly.    Act  for  us  at  once  if 
possible  'y  I  have  not  time  to  give  all  particulars ;  it  is  worse  than  I  can  pen. 

Let  me  hear  the  instant  you  receive  this.    I  cannot  wait  on  the  governor ;  he  has 
been  misled,  and  I  appeal  to  you  direct.    Captain  Barry  is  still  East. 
Truly,  yours, 

W.  S.  McELWAIN. 

The  bearer,  Captain  Torme,  can  be  depended  on  under  all  circumstances. 

W.  S.  McELWAIN. 


[No.  12.-~Class  second,  1870.1 

State  of  Alabama,  Madison  County : 

Before  me,  Lewis  M.  Douglass,  judge  of  the  probate  court  in  and  for  said  county 
and  State,  this  day  personally  came  John  McManman,  who  makes  oath  thjit  on  the 
night  of  July  12,  1870,  near  Scottsborough,  Jackson  County,  Alabama,  about  the  hour 
of  11  or  12  o'clock,  he  was  taken  out  of  3iis  bed,  and  from  the  house  of  James  Stealie, 
by  the  following-named  persons,  to  wit,  James  Stratton,  George  Dobbs,  Dick  Andrews, 

Bill  Edwards, McClelland,  and  three  others,  whose  names  to  affiant  are  unknown, 

one  of  whom  affiant  says  is  a  dentist  by  profession,  and  resides  in  the  city  of  Hunts- 
ville,  and  was  forced  by  them  to  go  about  one-half  a  mile  from  said  Stealie's  house, 
on  the  road  leading  to  Scottsborough.  They  then,  after  making  him  take  all  his  clothes 
off,  forced  him  down  on  his  side,  James  Stratton  standing  on  his  head  with  his  feet 
■vvhile McClelland  beat  him  with  sticks  and  brush,  cut  at  the  time  by  the  other 
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persons  present,  and  named  as  aforesaid.  They  then  assisted  him  to  rise  to  his  feet. 
Dick  Andrews  took  him  about  iive  or  six  paces  from  the  road  in  the  hushes.  James 
8tratton  ordered  Andrews  to  cock  his  gun^  and,  as  he  gave  the  order  to  fire,  to  shoot  him 
down.  Stratton  then  ran  up  to  him  with  pistol  in  hand,  cocked,  and  struck  it  against 
his  head,  saying  that  he  intended  to  kill  him  ;  said  McClelland  and  Stratton,  assisted 
by  others  of  the  party,  again  forced  him  down  on  his  stomach,  and  he  was  again  beaten 
by  McClelland  and  Stratton  until  his  back,  sides,  arms,  and  legs  were  badly  lacerated, 
and  many  other  acts  of  violence  were  committed  on  the  person  of  affiant. 

bis 
JOHN  +  McMANMAN. 
mai'k. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  by  making  his  mark  this  14th  Julv,  1870. 

LEWIS  M.  DOUGLASS, 

Judge  Probate  Court 


[No.  13.— Class  second,  1870.] 

Cross  Plains,  Alabama,  July  19, 1870. 

Lieutenant  :  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  proceed  to  furnish  you  with  the 
following  details  of  what  I  know  in  regard  to  the  late  lamentable  disturbance  between 
the  whites  and  blacks  of  this  place. 

On  Sunday  night,  10th  of  July,  I  was  awakened  from  sleep  at  my  residence  by  the 
sound  of  guns  or  pistols.  While  getting  up  and  putting  on  my  clothes  I  was  called 
and  told  that  there  w^as  some  terrible  fighting  going  on  in  Cross  Plains.  In  a  short 
time  I  was  on  the  spot,  in  the  center  of  our  village,  and  found  several  of  our  com- 
munity collected  there,  and  a  state  of  intense  excitement  prevailing.  I  naturally 
wished  to  know  the  cause,  and  gathered  from  the  crowd  the  following  :  A  short  time 
previous,  and  immediately  after  the  close  of  services  at  church,  those  persons  (men, 
women,  and  children)  w^ho  lived  in  that  part  of  the  village  were  returning  quietly 
to  their  homes,  when  they  were  fired  on  by  a  large  band  of  negroes ;  that  some  of  the 
men  in  the  party,  being  armed,  returned  the  fire,  and  that  the  negroes  began  to  retreat, 
tiring  as  they  retreated,  toward  Patona,  where  quite  a  number  of  negroes  live.  I  also 
learned  that  danger  was  reasonably  apx^rehended  of  a  return  to  the  attack,  with  greatly 
increased  force. 

The  prevailing  sentiment  seemed  to  be  to  follow  up  the  party  and  kill  or  capture  the 
rioters.  I  was  unanimously  chosen  leader  of  the  citizens,  and  accepted  the  position, 
with  the  understanding  that  I  must  be  obeyed  throughout  until  some  of  the  civil 
officers  could  be  summoned  to  the  scene  of  action.  I  immediately  stationed  pickets  iit 
different  points,  with  instructions  to  watch  for  the  approach  of  the  marauders,  and  to 
give  the  alarm.  A  messenger  was  at  once  dispatched  for  Slade  Nobors,  justice  of  the 
peace,  who  lives  some  miles  in  the  country.  I  then  wrote  a  note  to  Mr.  Williams,  the 
sheriff  of  the  county,  stating  briefly  what  had  occurred,  and  begging  his  immediate 
attendance  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  offenders  to  trial.  The  names  of  quit^e  a 
number  of  citizens  were  signed  to  the  request.  I  instructed  a  young  man  to  proceed 
by  next  train  to  Jacksonville,  with  a  note  to  the  sheriff.  The  train  came  down  in  about 
one  and  a  half  hours — at,  I  presume,  about  3  o'clock.  Previous  to  that  time,  on  consul- 
tatipn,  I  had  determined  to  go  down  on  train  to  Patona,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
any  of  the  offenders  from  leaving  on  the  train.  I  took  ten  or  twelve  men  with  me.  I 
caught  none  at  the  trains,  but  being  informed  by  a  railroad  man  present  that  one  of 
the  negroes  had  been  slightly  wounded  in  the  affair  of  the  i^revious  evening,  I  deter- 
mined to  take  him  into  custody,  for  fear  of  his  escaping  before  a  warrant  could  be 
procured.  His  wounds  were  very  slight — with  small  bird-shot.  We  were  starting  back 
to  Cross  Plains  with  this  one,  when  others  were  seen  and  recognized  by  some  of  the 
men,  all  with  either  guns  or  pistols  in  their  hands,  and  on  either  side  of  the  railroad. 
After  some  difficulty  two  more  of  them  were  arrested,  and  the  whole  jjarty  then  or- 
dered to  return  with  prisoners  to  Cross  Plains.  About  this  time  I  discovered  armed 
men  (negroes)  approaching  in  a  very  threatening  manner.  I  ordered  them  to  halt, 
and  threatened  to  let  the  men  fire  on  them  if  they  advanced  another  stej).  They 
halted,  and  we  proceeded  to  Cross  Plains  with  prisoners,  where  we  found  the  justice  of 
the  peace,' Slade  Nabors,  to  whom  the  prisoners  were  immediately  turned  over.  A 
warrant  was  immediately  issued  for  these,  and  many  others  believed  to  be  concerned 
in  the  riot.  I  was  deputed  by  the  magistrate  to  summon  a  posse  and  execute  the 
warrant.  I  summoned  every  man  on  the  streets,  (a  good  many  had  collected  by  this 
time,)  and  returned  to  Patona,  where  I  arrested  quite  a  number  of  negroes.  Some 
asked  to  come  along,  saying  they  wished  to  prove  themse  ves  not  connected  with  the 
affair.  There  was  also  one  white  man  arrested.  His  naml  was  Luke,  and  was  recog- 
nized by  some  of  the  men  as  one  of  the  attacking  j)arty  of  the  ni^ht  before.  I  again 
returned  to  Cross  Plains,  bringing  prisoners.    I  found  the  sheriff  of-  the  oounty,  Mr. 
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Williams,  and  liis  deputy,  Mr.  Smith,  both  there^  having  promptly  started  on  receipt  of 
my  noto  of  night  before.  All  the  prisoners  were  irameditely  taken  charge  of  by  the 
eherlif,  and  1  went  home  for  rest.  I  understand  there  were  other  arrests  made  by  the 
sheriff  during  the  day,  but  cannot  tell,  as  I  was  not  on  the  street  any  more  until  lato 
in  the  evening.  At  that  time  I  found  the  court  adjourned  until  next  morning,  and 
some  accused  persons  in  charge  of  the  sheriff's  guard.  Among  them  was  the  white 
man,  Luke.  I  believe  there  were  five  negroes  besides,  but  didn't  count  them.  I 
returned  home,  and  after  supper  walked  down  town  again.  Found  prisoners  and 
guard  in  charge  of  deputy  sheriff  Smith,  on  the  piazza  in  front  of  Nelson's  new 
store.  Several  persons  were  standing  around  talking  over  recent  occurrences.  I 
went  down  to  the  hotel  and  sat  for  a  long  time  in  conversation  with  Sheritf 
Williams  and  other  gentlemen  on  the  front  gallery.  Pretty  late,  probably  between 
11  and  12  o'clock,  and  after  Mr.  Williams  had  gone  up  stairs,  to  bed  I  suppose,  I 
asked  a  gentleman  present  to  walk  up  home  with  me.  We  started,  but  had  gone  but 
a  short  distance  across  the  railroad  when  we  encountered  a  large  company  of  disguised 
I)eoxjle,  who  passed  us  almost  noiselessly.  They  were  on  foot,  and  went  rapidly  toward 
hotel  we  had  just  left.  We  each  expressed  our  belief  that  they  would  take  the  prison- 
ers from  the  guard,  and  we  said  to  each  other  that  it  ought  to  be  prevented,  if  possi- 
ble. We  returned  immediately  to  hotel;  found  it  completely  surrounded  by  them, 
some  of  them  making  low,  strange  noises.  The  hotel-keeper  begged  them  not  to  enter 
his  house,  as  there  were  ladies  there,  and  they  would  be  frightened,  &c.  I  told  them 
if  they  were  after  the  prisoners  that  they  would  not  lind  them  there.  One  of  them 
then  asked  me  where  they  were.  I  replied  that  I  did  not  know.  By  this  time  tlie 
whole  street  seemed  to  be  full  of  them.  Most  of  them  were  making  their  way  up  town 
toward  the  stores.  All  that  I  saw  had  pistols ;  some  .had  guns,  and  some  a  pistol  cocked 
in  each  hand.  When  I  got  up  near  the  place  where  the  guard  and  prisoners  were,  I 
heard  the  deputy  sheriff,  Mr.  Smith,  expostulating  with  them  in  the  most  earnest  man- 
ner to  desist  from  what  he  suj)posed  to  be  their  design.  He  told  them  that  resistance 
OH  the  part  of  himself  and  guard  to  such  numbers  would  be  a  useless  sacrifice  of  life, 
if  they  were  determined  ;  but  he  X)lead  with  them,  as  he  was  an  officer  of  the  law,  to 
be  allowed  to  discharge  his  duty,  and  keep  the  prisoners  in  custody,  saying  that  when 
they  were  proved  guilty  they  would  suffer  the  penalties  of  the  law.  All  this  time  they 
were  standing  close  to  him  and  the  guard,  with  their  guns  and  pistols  cocked  almost 
in  their  faces.  I  walked  around  to  one  end  of  the  piazza,  and  found  some  engaged  cutting 
uj)  rope  into  several  pieces.  As  the  deputy  closed,  I  stepped  up  quickly  to  his  side,  and, 
in  as  earnest  a  manner  as  I  could,  told  them  that  I  believed  tliey  liad  come  here  think- 
ing that  they  would  do  this  community  a  service,  but  it  was  believed  that  such  pro- 
ceedings would  not  only  not  benefit  us,  but  would  prove  to  be  a  very  serious  injury. 
I  told  them  that  it  was  no  time  to  inquire  into  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  parties  ; 
that  the  proper  law  officers  would  do  that.  I  closed  by  stating  that  I  felt  authorized 
by  the  community  to  say  that  they  were  committing  an  outrage  that  would  be  perni- 
cious in  its  effects,  and  to  entreat  them,  by  every  feeling  of  humanity,  to  go  away  and 
leave  everything  as  they  had  found  it.  While  I  was  speaking,  some  appeared  to  be 
listening,  while  others  seemed  to  be  getting  a  little  closer  to  the  prisoners.  I  heard  no 
response,  excei)t  that  common  slang  expression,  *'  Shoo,  fly,"  from  some  of  them,  in  a 
low  tone  of  voice.  Before  I  ceased  speaking,  some  of  them  fell  upon  the  prisoners 
from  behind,  and  began  putting  ropes  around  their  necks,  while  others  forced  the 
guard  off"  the  end  of  piazza,  with  pistols  at  their  breasts  and  faces.  These  things 
transpired  quicker  than  it  requires  to  write  them.  They  hurried  off  the  prisoners  down 
the  street,  some  of  them  in  rear  of  the  party,  walking  backwards,  with  their  fire-arms 
leveled  at  the  crowd. 

This  is  as  plain  and  truthful  a  statement  of  what  I  know  in  regard  to  the  matter  as 
I  can  make  from  my  observation,  and  is  very  respectfully  submitted. 
Yours,  truly, 

A.  B.  BAILEY. 
Lieutenant  Ulio, 

Comynanding  United  States  Troops. 


Statement  of  C.  J.  Sharp  in  regard  to  the  recent  disturdance  at  this  place  on  Sunday  nighty 

the  10th  instant. 

Cross  Plains,  Alabama,  July  19, 1870. 
Abq^at  8  o'clock  on  the  night  mentioned  I  was  attracted  by  an  unusual  noisfe  at  or 
near  my  store,  and  went  to  see  about  it.  On  coming  to  the  horse-rack,  near  my  store; 
I  met  Mr.  Gira,  who  was  about  starting  to  church,  and  in  a  few  moments  a  crowd  of 
negroes,  about  one  dozen,  appeared  at  the  old  well  near  the  cross  street.  They  stood 
and  talked  a  few  moments ;  heard  them  say,  "  They  are  not  the  ones  we  are  after  f  they 
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then  went  off  np  the  White  Plains  street.  I  then  went  home  and  lay  clown  on  the  bed, 
near  a  window,  to  watch  what  might  be  going  on.  I  then  heard  two  or  three  shots 
fired  in  the  direction  the  negroes  went.  About  the  time  service  at  church  was  closing 
I  saw  two  negroes  returning  and  going  toward  the  depot  or  hotel,  when  soon  I  heard 
a  keen,  loud  whistle  in  the  direction  the  two  went,  and  a  few  moments  seven  more 
came,  and  when  they  got  near  Mr.  Johnson^s  store-house  they  commenced  firing  to- 
ward a  party  of  ladies  and  gentlemen  as  they  were  returning  from  church,  at  a  distance 
of  not  more  than  sixty  feet  from  them.  Very  soon  one  fehot  w^as  made  by  the  whites 
in  return,  when  the  negroes  retreated,  turning  back  to  fire  as  they  retreated  or  run. 
Several  other  shots  were  fired  by  the  whites  as  they  were  retreating. 

C.  J.  SHARP. 


Cross  Plains,  Alabama,  July  19, 1870. 
I  herein  submit  a  statement  of  what  I  know  about  the  disturbance  at  this  place  on 
Sunday  night,  the  10th  instant.  Having  gone  after  a  doctor,  about  8  o'clock,  to  come 
and  see  my  wife,  who  was  quite  sick ;  on  my  return,  when  about  the  well  at  the 
cross  street,  I  saw  near  about  one  dozen  armed  negroes.  I  drew  near  them.  They 
appeared  to  be  angry  and  excited ;  heard  one  say,  ''  Boys,  let  us  go  back  ;"  don't  know 
which  one ;  another  replied,  with  an  oath,  that  he  came  to  attend  to  matters  and  would 
do  it  before  he  left ;  that  he  did  not  come  here  to  be  run  off;  to  which  all  seemed  to 
give  their  consent  or  sanction.  I  then  set  down  at  Mr.  Dailey's  store,  waiting  for  the 
doctor  to  come  in.  While  sitting  there  Oliver  Dukes,  a  colored  man  employed  at  the 
hotel,  came  and  told  me  that  the  negroes  were  preparing  for  a  fuss.  I  then  went  to 
the  church  to  let  it  be  known  there.  I  then  returned  home,  when,  immediately,  a  sig- 
nal shot  was  fired  at  or  near  the  railroad,  and  then  the  firing  seemed  to  be  general  near 
the  center  of  town.   I  did  not  see  anything  of  it. 

E.  L.  HESTERBY. 


]^o.  14.— Class  second,  1870.J 

Stevenson,  Alabama,  Septemder  2,  1870. 
To  General  Crawford,  SimtsvUle,  Alabama  : 

The  within  statement  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Roache  was  handed  to  me  to  be  sent  to  you, 
through  the  corporate  authorities  of  this  town,  and  the  statements  therein  made  (I 
am  sorry  to  say)  are  true.  The  corporation  of  Stevenson  is  a  one-horse  concern,  and 
not  able  to  protect  any  man  when  a  dozen  or  more  disguised  men  come  to  do  anything 
with  him.  There  are  citizens  here  who  want  a  garrison  of  troops  here,  but  are  afraid 
to  put  their  names  to  a  petition  for  the  same. 

Hoping  that  you  may  examine  this  statement  in  a  favorable  light,  I  remain  yours, 
truly, 

S.  CRAWFORD,  Mayor, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 

First  Lieutenant  Second  Infantry,  Post  Adjutant, 

[Indorsements.] 

Headquarters  Post  of  Huntsville, 

Huntsville,  Alabama,  Septeml)er^'4,  1870. 
Respectfully  forwarded    to    the    assistant  adjutant  general.  Department  of   the 
South. 

C.  FRED.  TROWBRIDGE, 
Captain  Second  Infantry,  Commanding. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Atlanta^  Georgia,  September  6,  1870. 
Respectfully  returned  to  the  commanding  officer,   post  of   Huntsville,   Alabama. 
The  time  has  arrived  when  Alabama  should  be  able  to  enforce  her  own  laws  and  pro- 
tect her  citizens  without  reference  to  the  military  force  of  the  United  States.    The 
troops  applied  for  will  not  be  furnished. 
Bv  order  of  Brigadier-  General  Terry  : 

J.  H.  TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant  General. 


Hosted  by 
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Headquarters  Post  of  Hunts ville,  Thomas  Barracks, 

Huntsmlle,  Alabama^  September  8,  1870. 
Respectfully  returned  to  Mr.  James  J.  Roche,  inviting  attention  to  the  foregoing  in* 
dorsement  from  headquarters  Department  of  the  South. 
By  order  of  Captain  Trowbridge  : 

J.  MILLER, 
Fii'st  Lieutenant  Second  Infantr^j  Post  Adjutant* 


[No.  15.--Class  second,  1870.] 

The  State  of  Alabama,  Madison  County : 

Before  me,  James  H.  Bone,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county  of  Madi- 
son and  State  of  Alabama,  personally  came  Lucinda  Ford,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  saith 
that  she  and  her  brother,  Jesse  Ford,  and  John  Fuller,  live  on  the  plantation  of  Wil- 
liam Sanders,  in  Madison  County,  Alabama;  that  they  cultivated  and  raised  a  crop  of 
cotton  and  corn  on  said  plantation  during  the  present  year,  (1870.)  Affiant  further 
says  that  about  10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  October  8,  1870,  while  she  and  her  brother, 
Jesse  Ford,  and  John  Fuller  were  in  their  house  on  said  plantation,  some  persons  came 
to  their  door  and  knocked,  at  the  same  time  demanded  admittance,  and  said,  ^'•God 
damn  you,  if  you  do  not  open  the  door  we  will  break  it  down,  and  kill  you  all  when 
we  get  in.'^  John  Fuller  then  asked,  "  Who  are  you,  and  whaj;  do  you  want  with  us  ?" 
The  person  on  the  outside  answered,  ''  We  want  John  and  Jesse."  After  a  time,  fear- 
ing that  the  door  would  be  broken  open,  and  all  inside  killed,  John  Fuller  opened  the  door. 
As  the  door  opened  two  men  came  in  the  house ;  they  wore  masks  or  disguises,  both, 
on  their  faces  and  persons ;  they  had  pistols  in  their  hands,  and  placed  them  to  the 
breast  of  John  Fuller  and  Jesse  Ford,  saying  at  the  same  time  that  they  would  kill 
them  if  they  did  not  leave  the  house  and  go  with  them ;  that  they  wanted  to  give 
them  a  good  whipping  this  *time,  and  that  they  would  come  again,  and  if  they  found 
them  on  the  plantation  they  would  hang  them  all.  The  men  with  the  masks  on  said 
there  was  a  company  outside  of  the  house,  and  if  John  and  Jesse  resisted  they  would 
call  more  men  inside.  One  of  the  persons  in  mask  struck  John  Fuller  in  the  face  with 
a  heavy  stick  or  club,  and  forced  him  from  the  house.  As  they  were  passing  from  the 
house  Jesse  Ford  escaped  to  the  bushes  near  the  door.  The  men  in  masks  continued 
to  curse  Fuller  till  they  were  out  of  hearing.  Affiant  further  swears  that  John  Fuller 
did  not  return  until  about  2  o'clock  the  next  morning,  and  when  he  did  return  his  head, 
face,  and  body  was  badly  cut  and  lacerated.  Affiant  further  says  that  he  (John  Ful- 
ler) was  so  seriously  bruised  and  cut  on  his  legs  that  he  was  almost  unable  to  walk, 
but  left  the  plantation  soon  after  he  returned  to  the  house.  Affiant  further  says  that 
the  men  in  disguise  swore  that  they  would  return  soon,  and  if  they  found  John  Fuller 
and  Jesse  Ford  on  the  plantation  they  would  kill  them.  Affiant  further  says  that  she 
has  not  seen  John  Fuller,  or  her  brother,  Jesse  Ford,  since  said  night,  as  aforesaid, 
nor  can  she  find  any  traces  of  them. 

her 
LUCINDA  +  FORD. 
mark. 

Witnesses : 

Madison  Hutchinson. 
John  M.  Cross. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me  this  15th  day  of  October.  1870. 

JAMES  H.  BONE, 
Cleric  Circuit  Court, 


[No.  16.— Class  second,  1870.] 

State  of  Alabama,  Executive  Department, 

Montgomery,  October  15,  1870. 
General  :  Herewith  I  send  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  by  W.  B.  Bo  wen,  of  Macon 
County,  to  Hon.  John  D.  Cunningham,  judge  of  the  city  court  of  Montgomery,  and  by 
Judge  Cunningham  submitted  to  the  executive  department.  The  letter  explains  itself. 
I  will  merely  add  that  Mr.  Bowen  is  one  of  the  best  citizens  of  Macon  County.  What- 
ever he  writes  is  entitled  to  the  fullest  credit. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  L.  DALTON, 

Governor's  Secretary, 
General  S.  W.  Crawford, 

Huntsmlle,  Alabama, 

A  true  copy : 

JAMES  MILLER, 
First  Lieutenant,  Second  ^^^^^^^i^^^^\^'^^* 
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TuSKEGEE,  Alabama,  October  13, 1870. 

Sir  :  Ou  Monday  niglit,  the  3d  of  the  month,  a  party  of  armed  men  went  to  the  col- 
ored church  in  this  place  and  fired  into  the  congregation  while  they  were  quietly  en- 
gaged in  attending  to  some  church  matters,  killing  two  and  wounding  several  others. 
I  am  glad  to  say  the  wounded  are  all  up  and  doing  well.  Since  which  I  hear  that  a 
church  and  a  school-house  belonging  to  the  colored  people  have  been  burnt  down. 
Other  places  of  worship  were  burnt  before.  Judge  Strange,  as  you  know,  is  ab- 
sent on  his  circuit.  If  he  were  i^resent  I  do  not  know  what  he  would  do  in  trying  to 
ferret  out  the  evil-doers.  But  the  other  officers  of  the  county  are  making  no  effort 
whatever  to  find  out  the  evil-doers,  except,  they  say,  that  they  are  making  inquiries 
on  the  street  corners  to  find  some  evidence  upon  which  to  proceed. 

Of  one  thing  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  that  is  that  all  the  republicans  of  this 
county  are  depressed  and  flurried  at  the  hands  of  the  lawless.  There  is  a  system  of 
espionage  exercised  toward  what  few  of  us  whites  there  are  who  propose  to  vote  the 
State  republican  ticket,  so  we  dare  not  move  except  in  the  most  quiet  and  secret  man- 
ner. I  believe,  unless  something  is  done  to  assure  the  colored  people  from  interrup- 
tion in  voting,  we  vdll  not  poll  one  thousand  votes  in  this  county  for  ihe  republican 
candidates,  either  on  the  State  ticket  or  for  county  officers. 

I  would  write  the  governor,  who  I  know  would  receive  it  kindly,  but  the  mails  are 
watched,  and  I  shall  have  to  content  myself  with  asking  you  to  show  him  this  letter. 
What  is  best  to  be  done,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know.  The  local  officers  will  never  ferret 
out  the  evil-doers.  As  to  what  is  the  best  course  to  give  confidence  to  the  colored  peo- 
ple that  they  will  be  allowed  to  vote,  I  am  inclined  to  think  blue  coats  and  brass  but- 
tons the  best  argument  to  their  minds.  I  would  that  you  knew  how  things  were 
in  this  county. 

I  am,  very  truly, 

W.  B.  BOWEN. 

Hon.  John  D.  Cunningham, 

Montgomery,  Alabama. 

A  true  copy : 

S.  W.  CRAWFORD, 
Colonel,  Second  Infantry,  Brevet  Major  General, 


ITelegram  dated  Montgomery,  Alabama,  August  14,  1869 ;  received  at  Huntsvillo,  Alabama,  14th.] 

To  General  Craicford : 

Doctor  Collins,  arrested  here,  is  on  way  to  Lawrence  County  for  preliminary  trial, 
on  charge  of  shooting  Doctor  Haughey.  Please  dispose  troops  so  as  to  insure  him  safe 
conduct  from  Chattanooga,  and  trial  free  from  molestation. 

WM.  H.  SMITH, 

Governor  of  Alabama, 


[Telegram  dated  Montgomery,  Alabama,  August  14,  1869 ;  received  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  14th.] 

To  General  Craivford: 

Have  troops  at  Chattanooga  Sunday  morning,  to  accompany  Dr.  Collins  to  Court- 
land,  and  protect  him  from  apprehended  mob  violence. 

C.  W.  BUCKLEY, 

M.  C, 


[Telegram  dated  Montgomery,  Alabama,  August  23,  1869 ;  received  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  23d.] 

To  General  Crawford: 

Please  order  immediately  a  portion  of  troops  here  to  Fort  Deposit,  Lowndes  County, 
to  be  in  readiness  to  assist  sheriff,  Avho  is  about  to  proceed  against  numerous  offenders. 
This  is  deemed  imperatively  necessary  to  enforcement  of  law  and  preservation  of  peace. 
Answer. 

W^ILLIAM  H.  SMITH, 

Governor  of  Alabama, 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ALABAMA— SUB-COMmTTEE.  1241 

[Telegram  dated  Stevenson,  Alabama,  February  28,  1870 ;  received  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  28th.] 

To  Commanding  Officer : 

There  are  three  negroes  arrested  here  for  firing  into  dwelling-houses  last  night ;  fear 
disguised  men  will  attempt  to  take  them  out  this  night  to  hang  them.  Will  you  not 
send  a  squad  of  soldiers  to  guard  them  ?  Send  on  special  train  immediately.  I  do  this 
at  request  of  citizens.    Answer. 

S.  CRAWFORD, 

Mayor, 


[Telegram  dated  Stevenson,  Alabama,  March  1, 1870 ;  received  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  March  1.] 

To  General  Crawford,  commanding  : 

Guard  needed  here ;   civil  guard  overpowered  and  prisoner  taken  out  by  Ku-Klux; 
our  lives  in  danger.    Officer  in  charge  refused  to  stay. 

R.  STARKWEATHER, 

Teacher, 


[Telegram  dated  Montgomery,  Alabama,  April  1, 1870 ;  received  April  1.] 

To  General  S.  TV.  Crawford : 

Lawlessness  in  Morgan  County  is  reported  to  this  department.  You  will  please  to 
put  it  down  by  the  military ;  do  whatever  you  deem  necessary  to  stop  lawlessness, 
maintain  tranquillity,  and  enforce  laws. 

W.  H.  SMITH, 
Governor  of  Alabama, 


[Telegram  dated  Opelika,  Alabama,  April  3,  1870 ;  received  April  4tb.] 

To  Major  General  S,  W.  Crawford,  or  the  officer  in  command  at  Huntsville,  Alabama  : 

I  request  that  you  furnish  the  sheriff  of  Morgan  County  a  sufficient  number  of  troops, 
under  a  discreet  officer,  to  enable  him  to  arrest  rioters  in  that  county. 

W.  H.  SMITH, 
Governor  of  Alabama, 


[Telegram  dated  Montgomery,  Alabama,  April  4,  1870 ;  received  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  4th.] 

To  General  S,  W.  Crawford : 

Solicitor  of  Greene  County  outrageously  murdered  by  disguised  men,  over  thirty  in 
number  ;  terrible  condition  of  things  there  ;  please  dispatch  military  to  Eutaw  with 
full  authority  and  discretion  to  do  whatever  is  necessary  to  bring  offenders  to  justice, 
protect  life  and  property,  and  preserve  law  and  order ;  a  very  small  number  of  troops 
sufficient. 

W.  H.  SMITH, 

Governor, 


[Telegram  dated  Porterville,  Alabama,  July  8,  1870  ;  received  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  8th.] 

To  General  Crawford  : 

Send  a  company  of  soldiers  to  Ashville  at  once  to  keep  the  peace ;   two  hundred 
men  are  under  arms. 

W.  J.  HARALSON. 

L.  J.  STANDIFER. 


[Telegram  dated  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  July  12, 1870;  received  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  12th.] 

To  General  Cratvford,  commander,  Huntsville,  Alabama  : 

Thirty-six  armed  men  got  on  our  train  last  Saturday,  at  Ashville,  and  went  tc 
Springville;  they  refused  to  pay  their  fare.  They  said  the  sheriff  would  settle  it.  We 
desif  e  you  to  send  troops. 

J.  C.  STANTON, 

General  Suyerintendent, 
J.  B.  WEAVER, 

Suj^erintendcnt, 
Hostea  Dy  x^jv/v/*i  iv^ 


1242       CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE    SOUTHERN   STATES. 

[Telegram  dated  Montgomery,  Alabama,  October  11,  1871;  received  October  11th.  1 

To  General  Crawford : 

Can  you  send  on  my  requisition  a  company  of  United  States  soldiers  to  Marengo 
County  on  to-morrow  or  Friday  ?  There  are  troops  at  Meridian  more  convenient,  pos- 
sibly, than  those  under  your  immediate  command.  Inform  immediately  and  I  will 
telegraph  more  fully. 

ROB'T  B.  LINDSAY, 

GovGi^or  of  Alabama, 


Affidavit  of  Wilie  McGreger. 

State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison  : 

On  this  18th  day  of  May,  1871,  personally  appeared  before  me,  James  H.  Bone,  clerk 
of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  the  county  and  State  aforesaid,  Wilie  McGreger,  resi- 
dent of  Limestone  County,  State  of  Alabama,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says 
that  on  or  about  the  night  of  Monday,  15th  May,  1871,  while  he  was  at  his  son-in-law's, 
William  Lambert,  seven  miles  northwest  from  Athens,  near  Johnson's  Mills,  about  8 
p.  m.,  three  men  dressed  in  disguise  came  into  the  room  where  the  family  were  as- 
sembled, and  I  was  lying  on  a  bed  in  that  room.  The  door  being  part  open,  they 
walked  in  without  knocking,  with  pistols  in  their  hands,  and  came  to  the  bed  he  was 
on ;  one  of  these  men  told  him  to  get  up  and  go  with  them,  he  spoke  in  a  disguised  voice, 
and  he  took  hold  of  me  by  my  shirt  bosom,  which  he  tore  in  trying  to  pull  me  up  from 
the  bed,  by  jerking  me  off  the  bed — not  giving  me  a  chance  to  get  up  myself; 
they  kept  hold  of  me,  and  still  kept  their  pistols  pointed  at  my  person,  forced  me  out 
of  the  house,  (one  of  the  other  men  came  to  my  left  side  and  the  other  behind  me,)  and 
made  me  walk  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  house ;  they  all  this  time  were  talking 
to  me,  but  I  cannot  now  remember  the  words  or  their  expressions ;  they  were  evidently 
uttered  in  a  disguised  tone  of  voice.  When  they  halted  they  got  a  rope,  which  evidently 
to  me  they  had  brought  with  them,  and  put  the  said  rope  around  my  neck,  the  other  end 
they  threw  over  a  limb  of  a  tree ;  the  said  limb,  I  am  certain,  was  large  and  strong 
enough  to  bear  more  than  my  weight,  and  stretched  the  rope  sufiSciently  to  cause  me 
much  pain,  and  to  choke  me,  saying  at  the  same  time  that  they  wanted  me  to  give  them 
one  hundred  dollars ;  that  a  man  had  lost  that  much,  and  that  I  had  taken  it  and  must 
confess  the  taking  and  give  it  to  them ;  they  did  not  mention  any  name  as  that  of  the 
owner  of  the  lost  one  hundred  dollars.  I  told  them  that  I  did  not  have  the  money, 
that  I  had  not  taken  it,  and  would  die  before  I  would  confess  any  such  thing.  I  said, 
if  you  will  spare  my  life,  I  will  pay  to  Tobe  Taylor  one  hundred  dollars  to-morrow, 
before  or  by  10  o'clock ;  then  they  said,  if  we  let  you  go  now,  will  you  be  sure  to  pay 
this  money  ?  I  promised  them  again,  and  as  many  as  three  or  four  times  I  promised  them 
to  do  so.  They  then  took  the  rope  from  around  my  neck,  and  one  of  them  struck  me 
on  the  back  of  the  neck  with,  I  think,  a  gun-barrel,  saying,  now  double-quick  to  the 
house.  When  we  reached  the  outside  of  the  house  I  saw  three  or  four  more  men,  but 
they  did  not  come  down  to  the  tree. 

WILIE  McGREGER. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  18th  day  of  Mav,  A.  D.  1871. 

JAMES  H.  BONE,  Cleric. 

The  State  of  Alabama,  County  of  Madison : 

I,  James  H.  Bone,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  in  and  for  said  county  of  Madison,  State 
of  Alabama,  do  .hereby  certify  that  the  above  and  foregoing  affidavit  is  a  correct  and 
true  copy  of  original  now  on  file  in  this  of&ce. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand,  at  office,  in  the  city  of  Huntsville,  this 
18th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1871. 

JAMES  H.  BONE, 

ClerJc  Circuit  Court. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  Octoher  24, 1871, 
BETSEY  WESTBROOK  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Ansiver.  1  have  been  staying  down  with  Judge  O'Connor,  but  he  has  moved  out,  and 
I  am  fixing  to  move  myself. 
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Question.  Where  did  you  live  before  you  came  here  ? 

Answer,  In  Jefferson ;  in  the  city  of  Jefferson. 

Question.  Is  that  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  It's  about  eleven  miles  from  here,  down  in  Jefferson  beat. 

Question.  What  was  your  husband^s  name  ? 

Ansiver.  Robin  Westbrook. 

Question.  Has  he  been  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  killed. 

Question.  How  long  ago  ? 

Answer.  He  was  killed  the  18th  of  July. 

Question.  Of  this  present  year  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  this  year. 

Question.  Where  was  he  killed  ? 

Answer.  He  was  killed  right  in  the  house,  right  where  I  was  staying,  living  with  a 
man  named  James  Norwood. 

Question.  You  may  give  to  the  committee  the  particulars  of  his  being  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Go  on  and  state  the  whole  case. 

Answer.  At  the  first  beginning  they  came  up  behind  the  house  that  night — the  white 
men  came  up  behind  the  house. 

Question.  Did  they  have  disguises  on  their  faces  ? 

Answer.  One  of  them  had  his  face  smutted,  and  another  had  on  a  knit  cap  on  his 
face. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Six  men  came  in  the  house  and  one  staid  at  the  door,  making  seven,  and 
there  was  some  standing  at  the  windows. 

Question.  Were  they  armed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  all  were  armed ;  they  all  had  arms  with  them  that  I  saw. 

Question.  Pistols? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  The  man  that  killed  my  husband  had  a  pistol  about  that  long, 
[six  inches.] 

Question.  Was  this  after  night  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir,  about  11  o'clock  at  night. 

Question.  Had  you  gone  to  bed  ? 

Answer.  I  was  gone  to  bed,  but  he  was  not. 

Question.  What  did  these  men  say  they  came  for  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  say.  They  first  came  and  shot  about  seven  barrels  through  the 
window,  at  the  end  of  the  house,  at  his  head.  He  called  Mr.  Norwood,  and  told  him 
somebody  was  breaking  in  the  house,  and  Mr.  Norwood,  after  he  heard  him,  came  out, 
and  they  told  him  not  to  come ;  they  didn't  wish  to  hurt  him.  They  told  him  to  open 
his  door.    He  said  he  wouldn't  for  any  man  at  that  time. 

Question.  Who? 

Answer.  The  w^hite  man.  They  said,  "  You  had  better  open  it,  it  will  be  better  for 
you."  One  of  them  said,  "  Get  a  rail  and  bust  the  door  down."  They  went  to  the  fence 
and  got  a  rail  and  broke  down  the  outside  door.  We  shut  ourselves^up  then  in  another 
room  in  the  back  of  the  house,  and  they  got  another  rail  and  busted  open  the  back  door, 
and  one  of  them  said,  "  Raise  a  light."  I  was  sitting  on  a  little  basket  on  the  hearth. 
They  picked  it  up  and  pitched  it  in  the  fire,  and  it  had  grease  on  \it,  and  it  blazed  up 
and  made  a  light.  Then  they  saw  where  they  stood,  and  one  of  them  run  in  and  began 
to  strike  him  over  the  head,  and  says,  '^  You  are  that  damned  son  of  bitch  Westbrook  ?" 
He  says,  "  Yes,  I  am."  The  man  struck  him  with  his  gun.  The  man  had  a  gun  and 
run  at  him  and  struck  him  on  the  head,  and  his  hat  fell  off  of  his  head.  Then  my  hus- 
band took  the  dog-iron  up  and  he  struck  three  or  four  of  them,  and  the  first  man  he 
struck  he  knocked  down.  They  got  him  jammed  up  in  the  corner,  and  one  man  went 
around  behind  him  and  put  two  loads  out  of  a  double  barreled  gun  in  his  shoulders. 

Question.  Did  he  go  around  outside  of  the  house  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  but  he  came  around  behind  him  as  he  was  there,  and  put  two  loads 
out  of  a  double  barreled  gun  in  his  shoulder,  and  then  he  dropped  the  dog-iron  down  ; 
and  another  man  says,  "  Kill  him,  God  damn  him,"  and  he  took  a  pistol  and  shot  him 
right  down,  here  in  the  neck,  over  the  left  shoulder.  Then  he  fell  right  down  and 
hollered.     He  didn't  live  more  than  half  an  hour  after  they  shot  him. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  then  ? 

Answer.  After  he  fell  and  hollered,  then  they  just  a^ll  got  up  and  run  out.  They  left 
that  hat  lying  there,  and  one  of  the  men  came  back  and  got  that  hat.  That  was  the 
first  man  that  fell.  He  dropped  down,  and  they  took  him  out  of  the  house  and  set  him 
under  the  chimney  back  of  a  tree,  and  the  blood  strung  across  the  house,  and  the  fence, 
and  the  cotton  patch,  and  in  the  road. 

Question.  Did  they  go  away  then  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  my  boy  was  in  there  while  they  were  killing  my  husband,  and 
he  says,  •*  Mammy,  what  must  I  do  ? "  and  I  says,  ^'  Jump  out  doors  and  run."    He 


Hostea  Dy  vjv_/v_/ 


^.v 


1244      •CONDITION    OF   AFFAIES    IN    THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

went  to  the  door  and  a  white  man  took  him  by  the  arm,  and  says,  "  G — d  d — n  you,  I 
will  fix  you  too,"  but  he  snatched  himself  loose  and  got  out  of  the  door,  and  another 
one  whacked  him  on  the  back  of  the  head,  but  he  got  away.  They  shot  two  loads 
after  him,  but  he  got  clear  away.  If  I  hadn't  made  him  run  they  would  have  killed 
him  too ;  they  were  going  to  kill  them  both. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  these  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  the  voices  of  two  before  they  came  into  the  house. 

Question.  Give  their  names. 

Answer.  One  of  them  was  Wash.  Elkins,  and  the  other  was  Mr.  John  Crudip,  who 
used  to  be  the  justiqe  of  the  peace  in  Jefferson. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  rest  ?- 

Answer.  I  knew  Sid  Lipscomb.    He  was  in  the  band.    I  certainly  knowed  them  three. 

Question.  Did  they  live  in  Jefferson  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Crudip  lives  there.  Wash.  Elkins  lives  two  miles  from  there ;  and  Sid 
Lipscomb  about  three  miles. 

Question.  How  many  of  those,  whom  you  saw,  had  disguises  on  ? 

A7iswer.  One  of  them  had  his  face  smutted,  and  another  one  had  a  knit  cap  on  his 
face.    He  was  a  boy  about  four  feet  and  a  half  high. 

Question.  What  were  they  mad  at  your  husband  about  ? 

Answer.  He  just  would  nold  up  his  head  and  say  he  was  a  strong  radical ;  he  would 
hang  on  to  that,  and  Wash.  Elkins  came  here  one  time  this  summer,  and  went  on  his 
bond  and  carried  him  out  to  work  on  his  plantation,  and  while  my  husband  was  in 
jail  I  went  to  Mrs.  Norwood.  He  gave  me  a  room  for  my  washing  and  ironing,  and 
when  my  husband  got  out  of  jail  he  wanted  my  husband  to  make  me  break  my  con- 
tract, and  Saturday  evening  he  got  mad  at  my  husband  because  he  didn't  make  me 
break  my  contract^  and  then  he  put  a  chain  on  his  neck  and  took  him  to  George  Whit- 
field's house,  and  they  staid  there  all  night ;  and  Sunday  they  fetched  him  back  to 
Jefferson  again,  and  sent  for  me  to  come  out  there.  I  told  them  I  wasn't  gQing  because 
I  couldn't  break  my  contract.  He  jumps  over  the  fence  and  drawed  that  same  pistol 
on  me,  and  said  he  would  blow  my  brains  out.  Ten  or  twelve  white  men  were  there ; 
Eeub.  Bryant  was  there,  and  catched  hold  of  his  hand  and  told  him  he  had  better  not 
hurt  me.  Mr.  Norwood  was  standing  there  at  the  same  time,  leaning  up  against  the 
fence,  and  I  said  I  could  prove  by  Mrs.  Norwood  that  I  made  a  contract  to  do  the 
washing,  and  he  said,  ^'  Don't  tell  me  about  Mr.  Norwood  ;  he  is  as  damned  a  rascal  as 
you,"  and  he  left  me  and  catched  hold  of  Mr.  Norwood  and  drawed  his  pistol  on  him, 
and  Mr.  Norwood's  wife  went  there  and  got  him  away  from  there. 

Question.  Who  did  this  ? 

Answer.  That  was  Wash.  Elkins  that  was  doing  all  this.  He  was  Wash.  Elkins's 
brother-in-law.  He  did  this  on  Saturday  evening  because  I  wouldn't  go.  He  came  to 
the  gate  and  told  me,  "  Eobin  shall  never  do  you  no  good ;  I'll  never  rest  until  I  kill 
him."  He  told  me  that  to  my  teeth,  and  I  knowed  they  were  going  to  kill  my  husband 
that  week  they  killed  him.  I  told  him  so,  and  I  tried  to  get  him  out  of  Jefferson,  but 
he  said  he  hadn't  done  nothing  and  wouldn't  go.  They  had  promised  to  kill  kim,  and 
I  knew  they  were  going  to  kill  him. 

Question.  Was  there  a  coroner's  inquest  held  over  your  husband  after  he  was  killed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Lawyer  Jackson,  from  Linden,  was  up  there,  and  some  other  men ; 
twelve  were  there  in  Jefferson  beat. 

Question.  Were  you  examined  as  a  witness  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  your  son  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  my  son,  too. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  any  of  those  men  who  killed  your  husband  ? 

A^isiver.  They  didn't  do  anything  with  them.  They  never  made  no  botheration ; 
they  didn't  seek  after  them.  If  they  had  sought  after  them  they  would  have  found 
some  of  them  lying  up  with  the  lick  my  husband  had  struck  with  his  dog-iron. 

Question.  You  say  no  warrant  was  ever  issued  for  the  arrest  of  any  of  those  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  took  our  names  down  that  we  knew  he  was  killed  by  a  gun. 
That  was  all  I  could  understand  that  was  done.  They  didn't  bother  about  anything 
else  that  I  could  see. 

Question.  Did  they  threaten  you  after  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  say  a  word  to  me  that  night. 

Question.  But  after  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  after  that  I  heard  it  among  the  black  folks  that  they  were  fixing 
to  kill  me,  and  I  had  to  come  out  and  leave  my  bed-clothes,  and  all  my  things  is  in 
Jefferson,  and  I  have  nothing  but  what  Judge  O'Connor  and  his  wife  gave  me — no  bed, 
nothing.  I  left  all  my  bed-clothes  and  everything  there.  I  hare  nothing  but  just 
wh^t  they  gave  me. 

Question.  You  say  they  were  mad  with  your  husband  because  he  was  a  radical  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  always  would  stand  up  and  tell  them  he  was  a  radical.  He 
said  that  all  the  time ;  he  was  a  strong  radical. 
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Question.  Were  these  three  men  whom  you  recognized^  democrats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  was.  I  have  never  known  them  to  be  nothing  else  but 
democrats  ? 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  any  other  colored  people  being  interfered  with  beside 
yourself  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  hasn^t  interfered  with  any  colored  people  ttat  I  know  of ;  we 
hadn't  bothered  with  them. 

Question.  Have  any  been  disturbed  about  Jefferson  at  any  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ,*  I  don^t  think  any  of  the  colored  people  had  any  bill  against  him  for 
anything  he  had  done. 

Question.  I  n)ean  to  ask  whether  any  of  the  colored  people  there  beside  your  husband 
and  your  son  have  been  interfered  with  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  men  or  boys  being  whipped  down  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  whipped  a  fellow  named  Reub.  Hildreth  one  Sunday,  but  the 
man  that  whipped  him  is  dead.  He  died  about  a  week  and  a  half  after  my  husband 
died. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  whipped  him  ? 

Ansiver.  John  Beainan.    He  cut  Reub.  with  his  knife. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  known  any  other  colored  men  in  that  vicinity  who  have  been  shot 
or  shot  at  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  don't  remember  any  others  being  shot  while  I  was  down  there ; 
if  there  was  I  don't  remember  it. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  Ku-Klux  down  there  ? 

Answer.  Since  I  came  away  ? 

Question.  At  any  time. 

Ansiver.  Not  since  I  came  away.  I  know  they  were  there  when  I  was  down  there 
constantly. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  any  of  them  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  not  until  that  night  that  they  came  in  on  top  of  my  husband  to 
kill  him. 

Question.  Had  you  heard  of  them  before  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  was  expecting  them  to  come  and  kill  my  husband  every 
night. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  are  Wash.  Elkins,  and  John  Crudip,  and  Sid  Lipscomb  ? 

Answer.  John  Crudip  lives  in  Jefferson ;  Sid  Lipscomb  lives  about  three  miles  from 
there  ;  and  Wash.  Elkins  about  two. 

Question.  Are  they  still  living  there  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  here  in  town  a  Saturday  or  two  ago. 

Question.  You  say  Wash.  Elkins  got  your  husband  out  of  jail  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  he  was  mad  with  him  because  he  wouldn't  make  me  break  my 
contract  and  go  and  work  with  him. 

Question.  Answer  my  questions. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  got  him  out  of  jail. 

Question.  What  was  he  in  jail  for  ? 

Ansiver.  Him  and  Doctor  Smith  made  a  contract,  after  we  moved  down  to  Doctor 
Smith's  plantation,  to  have  two  mules.  Doctor  Smith  took  his  best  mule  away  from 
him  and  gave  it  to  another  man.  The  other  man  had  a  stubborn  mule  that  they 
couldn't  manage,  and  he  gave  it  to  my  husband,  and  he  told  him  then,  "  You  take  that 
mule  and  work  him  ;'^  my  husband  said,  ^'  You  took  the  best  mule  I  had  and  gave  it  to 
another  squad,  and  I  will  not  put  a  bridle  on  that  mule."  He  says,  "  God  blast  you,  if 
you  don't  do  what  I  tell  you,  get  off  of  my  plantation."  My  husband  took  him  at  his 
word,  and  when  we  went  down  to  Linden,  the  fourth  Monday  in  March,  he  put  him  in 
jail,  and  he  staid  in  jail  until  in  June,  and  I  believe  it  was  in  May  that  Wash.  S^lkius 
came  and  got  him  out,  and  stood  his  bond  to  get  him  to  his  plantation  to  go  to  work. 
I  had  a  contract  with  Mrs.  Norwood  and  wouldn't  break  it,  and  because  my  husband 
wouldn't  make  me  break  the  contract,  he  dragged  him  up  and  down  Jefferson  all  day 
Sunday  with  a  chain  around  his  neck. 

Question.  What  did  he  want  with  you  ? 

Ansiver.  He  wanted  me  to  go  and  work  over  there.  My  husband  said,  "Let  my  wife 
stay  where  she  is ;  she  will  be  an  expense  to  me  and  in  my  way,  and  she  won't  break 
her  contract," 

Question.  What  did  you  say  about  George  Whitfield  ? 
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Anstver.  The  Saturday  they  put  a  chain  around  his  neck,  George  Whitfield  took  my 
husband  down  to  his  house  and  kept  him  there  all  night,  and  took  him  back  Sunday  to 
make  me  go  to  his  house,  and  I  wouldn't  go ;  and  they  took  him  on  Monday  morning 
up  here  to  Demopolis  and  put  him  back  in  jail.  And  then  I  was  working  for  Mr.  Bill 
Kelley  for  four  bits  a  day,  and  I  got  him  to  come  and  get  him  out  of  jail  for  me.  We 
were  both  then  working  for  Mr.  Kelley.  As  soon  as  I  got  him  out  to  the  grass  (I  was 
hoeing  for  him  then)  he  said  he  wouldn't  hoe  there  any  longer  ;  that  they  were  going 
to  kill  him,  and  he  would  move  to  Demopolis,  and  before  he  could  move  to  Demopolis 
they  came  in  on  him  on  Tuesday  night  and  killed  him. 

Question.  Where  is  Mr.  Norwood  ? 

Answer.  He  is  living  in  Jefferson. 

Question.  Who  held  the  inquest  on  your  husband's  body  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Jackson  from  Linden,  and  some  other  men — Zack  White  amongst  them. 
I  don't  know  all  the  names,  but  there  was  twelve  men  of  them.  I  don't  know  that 
there  was  another  man  from  Linden  except  Sadi  Jackson. 

Question.  Who  was  Mr.  Jackson  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  lawyer  who  stays  at  Linden. 

Question,  Is  he  the  coroner  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir,  but  they  calls  him  by  the  name  of  Lawyer  Jackson.  They 
call  him  Sam  Jackson,  and  he  was  the  only  one  from  Linden  that  I  know  anything  of. 
He  was  the  one  that  took  our  names  down  that  day. 

Question.  Did  you  give  your  testimony  before  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes  ;  and  my  son,  too. 

Question.  Your  son  also  testified  that  day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  them  you  knew  Wash.  Elkins? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  if  I  had  told  it  I  would  have  got  killed  right  there  before  I  left.  I 
had  to  run  out  from  there  to  keep  from  getting  killed. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  him  you  knew  John  Crudip  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  tell  him  I  knew  a  soul ;  if  I  had  told  him  I  would  have  lost  my  life 
before  night.  I  had  to  keep  myself  hid  as  close  as  I  could  all  the  time  I  was  there 
until  I  got  a  chance  to  slip  out. 

Question.  Have  you  made  any  complaint  against  these  men  before  any  magistrate 
since  that  time  ? 

Answer.  None  but  Mr.  Drake. 

Question.  Does  he  live  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  here. 

Question.  What  did  he  do  ? 

Answer.  He  took  it  down  on  the  paper. 

Question.  Was  that  all  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  all. 

Question.  When  did  he  take  it  down  ? 

Answer.  It  was  week  before  last ;  took  it  down  this  last  gone  Thursday,  a  week  ago. 

Question.  You  said  if  they  had  looked  for  the  men  th^y  would  have  found  some  of 
them  laid  up  with  the  blows  your  husband  had  given  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  if  they  had,  they  would  have  found  some  of  them  with  the  wounds 
he  put  on  them  ;  and  if  they  had  looked  they  would  have  found  some  of  them  laying 
up,  for  they  bled  more  than  he  did.  They  strung  the  blood  all  the  way  from  the  house, 
and  set  down  behind  the  house  where  the  blood  dropped  off  of  the  head.  Mr.  Norwood 
can  tell  the  same.    He  saw  where  they  went  over  the  fence  and  strung  the  blood. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Norwood  examined  before  the  inquest  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  came  in  there  after  he  was  dead,  ancl  we  had  the  lamp  and  looked 
where  they  had  shot  him. 

Question.  Was  he  before  Mr.  Jackson  and  the  jury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  testify  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  nobody  testify  but  me  and  my  son  and  Doctor  McGrOwan,  He 
stays  at  Jefferson  beat,  too. 

Question.  How  could  they  look  for  them  if  you  did  not  tell  whom  you  thought  they 
were ;  you  did  not  intimate  any  suspicion  who  were  wounded  ? 

Anstver.  They  couldn't  look  for  them  at  all ;  but  I  couldn't  tell  it  without  being  killed 
right  there.  If  I  had  told  them  I  would  have  lost  my  life  right  there.  I  had  to  keep 
hid  all  the  time.    I  kept  hid  for  two  weeks  there,  before  I  got  out. 

Question.  You  say  you  came  here  in  consequence  of  their  threatening  you  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  why  I  kept  hid. 
Question.  Who  told  you  they  threatened  youf 

A7isiver.  There  was  a  black  man  told  me  about  it.  I  met  them  on  the  street,  one 
ii!ght  in  Jefferson.  When  I  came  out  I  would  go  out  after  dark  to  Mr.  Norwood's,  and 
I  met  two  on  the  street,  and  they  told  me  I  had  better  get  out  of  Jefferson  as  soon  as  I 
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could ;  that  they  were  going  to  kill  me,  for  they  suspected  I  knew  who  some  of  them . 
were,  and  they  expected  I  would  tell  it,  and  they  would  kill  me  if  they  got  a  chance* 

Quesiio7i.  What  were  the  names  of  these  black  men  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  the  names,  or  who  the  men  were  ;  it  was  dark.  I  tried  to  slip 
out,  and  get  out  of  the  way  of  them.  They  just  told  me  to  get  out  of  Jefferson  as 
soon  as  I  could.    I  never  made  no  long  tarry^    I  slipped  out  as  quick  as  I  could. 

Question.  Who  is  Wash.  Elkins  ?    What  does  he  do  ? 

Answer.  He  don't  do  anything  hut  farm  sometimes ;  he  makes  dwelling-houses  and 
gin-houses. 

Question.  That  is,  he  builds  houses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,*  and  a  farmer. 

Question.  Do  you  say  John  Crudip  is  a  justice  of  the  peace  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  used  to  be  justice  of  the  peace  in  Jefferson. 

Question.  What  does  Sid  Lipscomb  do  ? 

Answer.  He  is  farming. 

Question.  You  say  there  was  a  boy  among  them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  four  foot  and  a  half  high.   He  had  a  knit  cap  over  his  face. 

Question.  Who  was  he  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  did  take  it  to  be  Mr.  Crudip's  son,  but  I  didn't  know  him 
exactly.    I  took  it  to  be  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  man  your  husband  knocked  down,  and  who 
was  carried  off  bleeding  ? 

Answer.  It  was  Sid  Lipscomb  ;  he  was  knocked  down,  because  he  laid  up  for  two 
weeks  from  the  lick  he  struck  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  they  killed  him  because  he  was  a  radical  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  would  just  stand  up  and  tell  them  he  was  a  radical,  a  strong 
radical,  and  Wash.  Elkins  had  this  grudge  against  him ;  him  and  Mr.  Crudip,  too,  for 
about  two  weeks.  Mr.  Crudip  and  him  had  a  fuss  one  Sunday,  and  my  boy  was  hired 
to  him,  and  he  said  my  husband  made  my  boy  meaner  than  he  ever  was.  Crudip  came 
up  to  see  my  husband,  coming  from  church,  and  wanted  to  see  him.  I  said,  "Robin, 
he  is  after  meddling  with  you."  When  he  got  in  the  yard,  Robin  turned  around,  and  he 
met  him  with  a  long  pine  stick  that  he  i)icked  up  at  Mr.  Norwood's  wood-pile,  and  he 
run  up  to  him,  and  struck  him  two  licks  with  it.  I  heard  something,  and  I  thought  it 
was  him  and  Robin  fussing.  Robin  snatched  the  stick,  and  said,  "Don't  hit  me 
again."  He  took  out  his  knife,  and  then  I  lit  out  of  doors,  and  took  the  stick  out  of 
his  hand,  and  took  him  away,  because  Mr.  Crudip  would  have  killed  him.  He  came  in 
the  house,  and  I  went  out  again,  and  Mr.  Crudip  started  off.  Robin  went  up  the  lane, 
and  Mr.  Crudip  was  still  standing  up  the  lane,  and  he  said  that  if  he  came  past  him 
he  would  knock  him  down.  Robin  said,  "  I  will  not  go  out  of  my  road ;  I  haven't 
been  doing  nothing  to  nobody."  Crudip  says,  "  You  shan't  come  out  in  this  road." 
He  says,  "  I  will."  Says  Crudip,  "  Damn  you,  I  will  knock  you  down  if  you  do."  Robin 
says,  "  If  you  hit  me  again  this  evening,  somebody  will  die."  Then  my  husband  was 
going  up  to  the  fence  to  get  a  rail  off  of  it,  and  then  I  run  up  the  lane,  and  got  him 
and  took  him  in  the  house,  and  wouldn't  let  him  go  out  any  more.  Mr.  Crudip  says,  "  I 
will  give  you  ten  days  to  get  out  of  .Jefferson."  Me  and  Robin  was  working  with  Mr. 
Kelley  then,  and  we  worked  on  two  weeks  after  that  fuss,  and  when  me  and  him  came 
back  in  Jefferson  again,  on  Saturday  morning,  on  Tuesday  night  they  killed  him. 

Question.  What  did  you  say  about  Rufus  Bryant  taking  him  by  the  hand  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  took  Wash.  Elkins  by  the  hand  and  prevented  him  from  striking 
me  ;  he  had  his  pistol  drawn  on  me.  Reub.  Bryant  told  him  not  to  do  that ;  that  it 
would  make  a  mighty  fuss.  He  told  me  then  if  I  just  budged  he  would  blow  a 
hole  through  me  with  that  pistol. 

Question.  Was  Norwood  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir-j  and  both  of  Crudip's  sons.    Them  three  was  leaning  on  the  fence. 

Question.  You  say  he  cursed  Mr.  Norwood,  too  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  said,  "  Don't  tell  me  about  Mr.  Norwood,  he  is  as  damned  a 
rascal  as  you  is ; "  and  Mr.  Norwood  asked  him  Avhat  he  was  making  a  fuss  for.  He 
said  it  was  not  him  that  made  the  fuss ;  it  was  me  and  his  wife  made  the  contract; 
and  he  went  up  to  Mr.  Norwood  and  drawed  his  pistol  on  him. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  ? 

Answer.  I  walked  away  from  them  and  left  them  quarreling.  I  know  Mr.  Nor- 
wood told  him  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  I  left  them  quarreling.  Reuben 
Bryant  still  held  on  to  him  and  tried  to  stop  him,  and  I  told  Mr.  Norwood's  wife,  and 
she*went  out  and  brought  them  in  the  yard.  Right  then  my  husband  had  a  chain 
axound  his  neck. 
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Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  24,  1871. 

TILLER  REESE  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  staying  at  Judge  O'Connor's,  but  I  have  moved  now  and  work 
at  the  steam-mill  with  Mr.  Richardson. 

Question.  Are  you  a  son  of  Betsy  Westbrook  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  the  killing  of  Robert  Westbrook  ? 

Ansiver.  I  was  there  when  they  came  to  the  door  ;  I  was  lying  down ;  I  had  just 
lighted  my  pipe  and  laid  down.  One  of  them  came  to  the  door  and  says,  "  Old  man, 
open  the  door;  "  he  says,  *'  Who  is  that  ?  ''  the  man  says,  "  Open  the  door ;  "  he  says, 
"  No  ;  I  don't  open  my  door  for  no  man  at  night."  The  man  says,  "  Old  man,  it  is  best 
for  you  to  open  the  door  and  come  out,  for  we  are  going  to  whip  you  anyhow."  He 
says,  ^'  No ;  I  can't  help  that ;"  then  the  man  said,  '^  I  will  break  it  down,  then." 
Westbrook  says,  "  It  is  not  my  house,  it's  Mr.  Norwood's  house."  Then  I  heard  him 
say,  "Get  a  rail  and  break  the  door  open,"  and  when  the  man  said  get  a  rail  and  break 
the  door  open,  he  stepped  to  the  window  and  hollered  for  Mr.  Norwood,  and  a  man  ran 
around  and  shot  through  the  window  seven  times  at  him,  but  didn't  hit  him ;  when 
they  found  they  didn't  hit  him,  some  of  them  got  a  rail  and  broke  the  first  door  down 
and  we  were  in  the  back  room,  and  then  they  broke  the  second  door  and  came  in  the 
room  where  we  were.  He  came  in  with  a  double-barreled  gun,  and  there  were  some 
two  or  three  behind  him. 

Question.  Who  came  in  ? 

Answer.  Some  white 'folks  ;  I  took  them  to  be  folks  I  know;  they  were  white  folks. 
He  says,  "  You  are  the  damn  son  of  a  bitch  I  want,"  and  made  a  lick  at  him  with  a 
double-barreled  gun ;  my  step-father  said,  "  Yes,  and  I  will  hurt  some  of  you  before  I 
get  through,"  and  the  man  struck  him  over  the  head  with  his  gun ;  my  step-father  had 
a  fire-dog  in  his  hand,  and  when  the  man  struck  him  with  the  gun  he  struck  at  the 
man  with  the  fire-dog  ;  at  that  the  whole  crowd  came  in  and  commenced  shooting  at 
him  and  hollered  ^'  Shoot  him,  shoot  him."  He  was  in  the  corner  where  my  mother 
was,  and  when  they  commenced  shooting  I  went  out  in  the  front  room  and  started  to 
go  out  of  doors ;  a  man  was  at  the  door  and  said  to  me,  '^  Stand  back  or  I  will  blow 
your  damn  brains  out,  God  damn  you."  I  stood  beside  the  door,  and  a  little  low  man, 
about  tour  feet  and  a  half  high,  I  reckon,  with  a  black  knit  cap  over  his  head  and 
face,  caught  me  by  the  hand  and  led  me  out  of  doors.  Before  that  one  came  out  with 
his  face  all  smooted  and  his  bosom  covered  with  blood.  This  little  low  man  catched 
me  by  the  hand  and  went  to  lead  me  out  of  the  door,  and  when  I  got  in  the  door  I 
caught  on  the  door-facing  and  jerked  loose  from  him  and  jumped  out  over  another 
man  standing  at  the  door,  and  as  I  jumped  out  the  man  struck  me  on  the  back  of  the 
head  with  his  gun,  and  I  run  and  he  shot  two  barrels  of  the  double-barreled  shot-gun 
at  me  by  the  time  I  had  run  about  fifteen  steps,  I  reckon. 

Question.  What  did  you  do  then  ? 

Ansiver.  I  kept  running,  and  went  away  from  there  and  never  went  back  until  the 
next  morning.    I  went  back  next  morning  and  my  step-father  was  dead. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  those  men  that  came  to  the  house? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  never  saw  but  one  of  them.  I  saw  two  of  them — one  at  the  door. 
I  saw  his  face  and  I  caught  his  voice,  who  he  was. 

Question.  Who  was  there  ? 

Answei\  I  caught  his  voice  to  bo  Wash.  Elkins.  When  I  went  to  the  door  he  said 
"  Stand  back."  I  told  my  mother  next  morning  that  that  was  Wash.  Elkins ;  then 
this  little  low  man  with  the  knit  cap  over  his  head  was  Georgy  Crudip. 

Question.  How  many  were  there  that  came  to  the  house  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  exactly ;  I  never  saw  but  three  men,  so  many  came  in  the 
house.  My  mother  said  there  were  six  in  the  house,  but  I  didn't  see  exactly  how 
many,  because  we  had  no  light  in  the  back  room.  I  didn't  see  but  three,  but  there 
was  so  many  f'could  not  tell  who  they  were.  I  told  my  Aother  there  was  one  out  of 
doors,  and  my  mother  said  there  was  six  in  the  house ;  that  would  make  seven. 

Question.  How  many  shots  did  you  hear  fired? 

Answer.  I  heard  them  twice  in  the  house  in  the  room  where  we  were.  The  first 
time  they  shot  I  didn't  hear  anybody  say  anything  ;  the  next  time  I  heard  my  step- 
father say  ^^  O  Lord  have  mercy  ;"  then  the  next  two  shots  they  fired  at  me,  and  I 
jumped  out  of  the  door. 

^Mcsfion.  Were  you  hit? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  touch  me  neither  time  with  the  shot ;  they  struck  me 
once  with  the  gun. 

Question.  Who  was  this  man  that  was  covered  with  blood  ? 

Answer.  I  took  that  to  be  Sid.  Lipscomb. 

Question.  Who  was  he ;  did  he  live  near  there  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  two  miles  and  a  half  of  Jefferson. 

Question.  Was  lie  a  farmer  ? 

Answer.  They  were  farming. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  them  say  anything  while  they  were  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  didn't  call  anybody's  name ;  they  just  went  to  cursing  and 
shooting ;  they  didn't  call  any  one's  name  in  the  hunch. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  to  your  step-father  ? 

Ansiver.  The  didn't  say  anything,  only  they  wanted  him  to  come  out  of  the  house ; 
he  wouldn't  go ;  but  they  didn't  call  his  name ;  they  didn't  talk  any  with  him,  hut 
said,  ''  Shoot  him,  God  damn  him ;  shoot  him,  kill  him." 

Question.  Did  you  hear  them  say  anything  about  his  being  a  radical  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  that  passed. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  him  they  were  whipping  him  for? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir ;  I  never  heard. 

Question.  Were  you  there  when  the  coroner's  inquest  was  held  over  the  body  of 
your  step-father  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  was  there. 

Question.  Were  you  examined  as  a  witness  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  examined  you  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Frank — Mr.  Woolf,  I  forget  his  other  name. 

Question.  Was  Lawyer  Jackson  there  ? 

Anstver.  I  think  that's  the  name ;  Frank  Jackson,  he  was  the  one. 

Question.  Where  did  he  live  ? 

Ansiver.  He  staid  at  Linden. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Was  he  not  Sam.  Jackson  ? 

Ansiver.  I  expect  so ;  it  was  Frank  or  Sam.  Jackson,  one  of  them ;  it  was  Lawyer 
Jackson ;  he  staid  at  Linden. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  did  you  come  away  from  Jefferson  ? 

Answer.  I  came  away  from  Jefferson  on  the  19th  of  July. 

Question.  When  was  your  step-father  killed  ? 

Ansiver.  On  the  18th. 

Question.  You  left  the  next  day? 

Answer.  He  was  killed  on  the  iSth,  and  I  came  away  on  Thursday,  that  was  the  20th. 
Wednesday  was  the  19th  and  I  came  away  on  Thursday  the  20th,  after  he  was  buried. 

Question.  You  came  here  to  Demopolis  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  made  you  leave  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Because  I  heard  the  black  folks  talking  about  it,  ^nd  saying  the  whites  were 
whispering  about  killing  me — that  me  and  my  step-father  had  been  ruling  Jefferson 
long  enough  and  they  had  got  tired  of  it. 

Question.  How  ruling  ? 

Answer.  By  fighting,  I  reckon.  My  step-father  was  a  kind  of  a  man  that  would  not 
take  any  foolishness  from  a  white  man.  If  a  white  man  would  abuse  him  and  knock 
him,  he  would  knock  him  back.  I  got  into  a  fuss  with  a  man  named  Watt  Bradley  ; 
he  wanted  to  take  my  walking-stick  and  I  would  not  give  it  to  him  ;  he  wanted  to 
take  it  from  me  and  I  knocked  him  down  about  it ;  he  wanted  to  take  it  away  from 
'me  and  give  it  to  his  brother  ;  there  was  a  whole  crowd  of  them  jumped  on  me  and 
whipped  me,  and  I  went  out  of  doors  and  got  me  another  stick  and  knocked  him  down 
with  it. 

Question.  Did  any  of  this  crowd  have  disguises  on  ? 

Answer.  1  didn't  see  but  two  that  I  saw  plain  ;  that  was  the  one  that  had  the  knit 
cap  on,  and  the  othpr  one  had  his  face  smooted ;  they  had  on  all  plain,  every-day 
3lothes. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  men  being  whipped  or  abused  in  that 
Dart  of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  There  were  some  whipped  down  there  before  he  was  killed,  I  believe  ;  there 

vas  two  whipped  down  there  ;  they  knocked  one  down  and  laid  him  out  for  dead  for  a 

vhile ;  they  said  he  stole  some  things  out  of  the  store ;  I  don't  know  how  that  was  ;  I 

v^as  not  at  the  store  when  it  was  done. 
Question.  How  long  was  that  before  your  step-father  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  About  a  week. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  concerned  in  whipping  these  negroes  ? 
An^ver.  I  don't  know  exactly  how  many;  I  was  not  present  when  it  was  done. 
Question.  Did  you  hear  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not  ? 
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Answer.  Those  that  whipped  them  folks,  I  heard  who  they  were  that  whipped  these 
colored  men  at  the  store. 

Question.  How  big  a  crowd  was  it? 

Answer.  It  was  right  smart  of  black  folks  and  white  folks  too  ;  so  they  said  ;  it  was 
Saturday  night ;  I  was  at  home ;  that  was  at  the  store. 

Question.  Was  it  in  daylight  or  at  night  that  they  were  whipped  ? 

Answer.  In  the  night. 

Question.  Were  they  whipped  at  their  house  where  they  lived  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  w^  in  Jefferson ;  there  at  the  store ;  they  lived  down  at  the  Shady 
Grove  place,  at  Mr.  Whitfield's  i)lace. 

Question.  They  were  whipped  up  at  the  store  after  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  Ku-Klux  down  there  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer.  Since  that  time  ? 

Question.  At  any  time  ? 

Anstver.  I  heard  talk  of  Ku-Klux  down  there,  but  I  had  never  saw  none. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  cases  where  colored  men  have  been  whipped  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  living  on  Mr.  Norwood's  place  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  living  there ;  I  was  living  on  a  place  with  Mr.  John 
Crudip,  but  my  mother  staid  with  Mr.  Norwood,  and  I  used  to  go  up  there  some  nights 
through  the  week. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  John  Crudip  a  justice  of  the  peace  ? 

Answer.  He  used  to  be ;  they  called  him  'Squire  Crudip  ;  he  had  quit  it  then,  I  believe ; 
I  was  on  a  farm  with  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  your  step-father  on  Mr.  Norwood's  land  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  staying  there  of  a  night,  but  he  had  been  working  with 
Mr.  Bill  Kelly  after  he  came  out  of  jail ;  he  was  in  jail  at  Demopolis,  and  Mr.  Bill 
Kelly  got  him  out,  and  that  night  he  got  home  with  his  wife,  and  he  didn't  work  Mon- 
day nor  Tuesday,  and  Tuesday  night  they  killed  him. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  been  taken  up  or  punished  for  killing  your  step-father  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  as  I  know  of;  I  have  never  heard  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  these  two  colored  men  were  whipped  at  the  store  in  Jefferson  for 
stealing  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  what  they  said  ;  I  was  not  present  when  it  was  done. 

Question.  Were  they  caught  stealing  at  the  store  ? 

Answer.  They  said  so ;  some  colored  men  told  me  that  they  saw  it,  and  that  they 
accused  them  of  catching  them  stealing  a  pair  of  pantaloons  out  of  the  store ;  they 
said  they  had  missed  them,  and  he  had  carried  them  off*  apiece,  in  a  haversack,  and 
thrown  them  over  the  palings ;  he  went  back,  and  they  asked  him  where  was  them 
things  ;  he  wouldn't  tell  them,  and  Dr.  Smith  took  a  stick  and  knocked  him  down,  and 
Judd  Oakley  jumped  on  him  and  choked  him,  and  told  him  to  puke  it  up— to  puke  the 
truth  up. 

Question.  Was  that  S.  D.  Smith  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  get  the  clothes  they  had  stolen  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  they  got  them  back ;  so  they  said. 

Question.  Where  does  Mr.  Bill  Kelly  live  ? 

Answer.  He  lived  down  there  by  Pinhook. 

Question.  Is  it  a  creek  called  Pinhook  ? 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  down  at  the  forks — one  goes  to  Jefferson  and  the  other  to  Demopo- 
lis, here,  on  a  place  named  Thurman;  it  used  to  be  Mr.  Thurman's  plantation. 

Question.  You  say  you  knew  some  of  the  men  that  shot  at  your  father  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  knew  Wash  Elldns  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  he  any  disguise  on  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir :  I  don't  think  he  had,  because  he  was  standing  out,  and  I  saw  hi^ 
clear  face. 

Question.  You  know  him  well  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him. 

Question.  You  know  George  Crudip  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  have  on  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  one  that  had  the  knit  cap  over  Ms  face. 
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Question.  How  old  is  he  ? 
Ansivet\  I  don't  know  exactly  how  old. 
Question.  Is  he  the  son  of  John  Crudlp  ? 
Ansivei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Sid  Lipscomb  was  the  man  who  was  hurt  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  have  anything  on  his  face  ? 
Answer.  He  had  his  face  smooted. 
Question.  He  was  bleeding  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  bleeding,  and  had  his  bosom  covered  with  blood. 
Question.  Your  father  had  hit  him  a  blow  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  when  he  struck  him  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  him  when  he  struck  him. 
Question.  He  struck  him  with  a  dog-iron  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  he  strike  him  ? 
Answer.  He  struck  him  over  the  head. 

Question.  They  said  that  you  and  your  father  had  been  ruling  Jefferson  too  long  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  said  we  had  been  ruling  it  four  years. 
Question.  You  knocked  Wes  Bradley  down  ? 
Answer.  Watt  Bradley — that  was  last  year. 
Question.  Where  does  he  live  ? 

Answer.  He  has  been  staying  down  at  George  Whitfield's  place — that  is,  Mr.  Gaius 
Whitfield's  plantation. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  24, 1871. 
SETH  D.  SMITH  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  This  witness  being  called  by  the  minority,  General  Blair  will  please 
conduct  the  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live? 
,  Answer.  In  Jeffersouy  in  this  county. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Ansuwr.  I  have  been  living  there  since  April,  1854. 

Question.  Are  you  a  practicing  physician  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Doctor,  there  is  a  statement  made  here  by  a  witness  that  some  negroes  were 
charged  with  stealing  from  a  store  in  Jefferson  some  pantaloons,  I  believe,  and  that 
you  knocked  one  of  them  down,  and  that  Judge  Oakley  choked  him  ;  do  you  remem- 
ber that  ? 

Answer.  I  remember  the  circumstance,  or  at  least  part  of  it.  I  was  sitting  down,  in 
conversation  with  some  gentlemen,  near  this  store,  and  the  merchant  stepped  to  the  door 
with  a  light,  and  asked  where  those  boys  were  ;  that  attracted  my  attention ;  some  one 
replied  that  they  had  gone ;  several  went  in  the  direction  they  were  said  to  have  gone, 
and  went  about  a  hundred  yards  on,  a  short  distance  down  the  road,  and  there  they 
stopped.  I  went  down  to  where  they  were ;  there  were  several  of  them  in  company  ;  I 
do  not  know  how  many ;  they  were  from  the  same  plantation,  as  it  proved  afterward. 
I  went  up  to  where  these  men  were  talking  ;  one  of  them  stepped  aside,  or  rather  turned 
his  horse  aside,  and  got  down  among  these  men,  one  of  the  negroes  in  the  company 
that  had  been  stopped;  that  threw  him  behind  with  myself;  the  others  had  turned 
back.  This  gentleman,  Mr.  Oakley — and  I  did  not  know  who  they  all  were,  for  several 
were  along — men  standing  around  the  store ;  I  know  Mr.  Oakley  was  there,  because 
he  had  a  difficulty  afterward  with  another  negro.  His  stopping  there  threw  him  in 
company  with  myself.  Going  on  up  to  the  store,  I  asked  him  what  was  the  matter; 
he  said  somebody  had  been  stealing ;  he  went  inside,  and  I  said,  ^^  Gentlemen,  I  think 
this  man  has  put  these  things  over  inside  of  the  academy  lot."  I  called  upon  two  other 
freedmen  to  go  and  search  inside  of  the  academy  lot,  and  see  if  he  had  not  there  de- 
posited his  sack  or  bag.  They  came  up  soon  with  the  bag ;  one  of  them  had  it ;  there 
were  two  in  the  company.  When  they  brought  the  bag  up  there,  he  denied  it ;  his  com- 
panions told  him  they  knew  he  was  telling  a  falsehood;  that  it  was  his.  I  said  I  saw 
him,  in  my  opinion,  about  the  time  he  put  it  there,  when  he  turned  across  ;  that  I  be- 
lieved he  jput  it  there  at  that  time.  He  disputed  my  word,  and  I  struck  him  one  time. 
That  was  the  difficulty.  The  bag  was  opened,  and  the  pants  were  taken  out  of  it.  I 
suppose  that  I  have  been  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  for  it.  That  was  all  that  there 
was  of  that  occurrence ;  that  was  all  that  I  had  to  do  with  it.    J.  W.  Oakley  struck 
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this  boy  after  that,  or  choked  him,  I  do  not  know  which  ;  he  had  hold  of  him.  There 
were  several  negroes  there.  It  was  not  for  the  stealing  that  I  had  any  difficulty  with 
him  ;  it  was  for  his  calling  me  a  liar,  or  the  same  thing,  disputing  what  I  had  said. 
It  had  been  proven,  too,  that  these  things  were  true  by  his  own  companions. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  killing  of  Robin  WcvStbrook  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not ;  I  have  heard  that  he  was  killed  in  our  little  village  there,  but  I 
do  not  knovv^  by  whom,  nor  do  I  know  that  he  was  killed ;  I  have  heard  it ;  I  did  not 
see  him. 

Question.  You  do  not  make  any  doubt  about  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  am  satisfied  it  is  so. 

Question.  Was  there  a  coroner's  inquest  upon  the  body  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so  ;  that  is  my  understanding. 

Question.  Was  any  one  implicated  at  that  inquest  ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  heard  of;  indeed,  I  heard  that  the  wife  of  the  deceased  said  she 
did  not  know — made  oath  that  she  did  not  know — any  of  the  parties.  This  is  simply 
hearsay  ;  I  did  not  hear  her  swear  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  her  son,  Tiller  Reese  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  also  examined  before  the  jury  of  inquest? 

Answer.  1  heard  so ;  I  was  not  there. 

Question.  Did  he  identify  anybody  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  understood  that  he  was  not  able  to  identify  any  one,  nor  was  his 
wife. 

Question.  Both  of  them  have  been  before  this  committee  this  morning,  and  in  their 
testimony  here  they  identified  Wash.  Elkins,  John  Crudip  and  George  Crudip,  and 
Sid  Lipscomb,  as  of  the  party  who  were  present.  Do  you  know  those  persons,  all  of 
them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  witness  has  stated  that  they  were  afraid  for  their  lives  to  testify  in 
Jefferson  against  parties,  or  to  attempt  to  identify  any  of  the  parties ;  was  there  "any 
such  danger  in  that  community  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  would  have  been  ;  I  think  they  would  have  been  pro- 
tected by  the  citizens  there. 

Question.  Was  any  effort  made  to  discover  the  parties  who  were  implicated  ? 

Answer.  The  officers  held  an  inquest  there,  and  summoned  this  woman  and  Tiller,  as 
I  understand.  I  am  telling  the  rumor  of  the  neighborhood,  because  I  was  not  at  the 
inquest ;  I  was  summoned  that  morning  to  see  a  sick  child  some  six  or  seven  miles 
from  town,  and  did  not  get  back  until  after  the  inquest  was  over.  There  was  an  effort 
made  at  the  time  to  find  out  who  these  colored  parties  were  ;  so  I  was  told  by  Squire 
J.  W.  Smith,  in  this  place. 

Question.  The  testimony  of  these  witnesses  went  to  show  that  Lipscomb  was  struck 
with  an  iron  dog — an  andiron,  I  suppose — by  the  man  who  was  killed,  Westbrook,  and 
severely  injured ;  that  his  person  was  covered  with  blood  as  he  left  the  house,  and 
traces  of  blood  were  seen  on  the  floor,  and  out  on  the  steps,  and  out  of  the  house,  across 
the  cotton  patch  ;  do  you  know  Lipscomb  ? 

Answer.  I  do,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  at  or  about  that  time  subsequent  to  this  event  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  did  ,*  I  passed  his  place  the  morning  after  this  difficulty, 
going  to  see  the  sick  child,  but  I  do  not  remember  whether  I  saw  him  or  not ;  I  cannot 
testify  to  that. 

Question.  Who  is  his  physician  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  his  physician  for  a  number  of  years ;  I  do  not  know  how  long — 
twelve  or  fifteen  years,  probably.  I  have  been  practicing  medicine  in  that  place  for 
seventeen  years — this  is  my  eighteenth  year. 

Question.  Were  you  called  in  to  attend  him  at  or  about  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  was  not. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  his  receiving  any  injury  at  or  about  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not,  sir;  he  was  having  chills  some  time  during  the  summer,  and  I  saw 
him  during  the  time  he  had  chills,  but  I  could  not  tell  the  time  unless  I  had  my  book 
here ;  by  that  I  could  refer  to  the  dates  when  I  visited  him,  but  my  memory  now  does 
not  go  back  to  the  time ;  I  never  saw  him  when  injured  from  any  blow  or  injury  at  all ; 
if  there  was  anything  of  the  kind  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  his  being  injured  at  all  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  clue  ever  obtained  to  the  perpetrators  of  this  act? 

An8V)er.  It  was  stated  by  some  of  the  neighborhood  that  it  was  done  by  negroes,  and 
again  that  it  was  by  parties  across  the  river  at  Moscow  and  near  Griffin's  Landing. 
Moscow  is  west  about  nine  miles,  and  Griffin^s  Landing  is  about  five  and  a  half  or  six 
jniles  southwest. 

Que'Stion.  Why  was  it  supposed  that  it  was  done  by  negroes  ? 
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Answer.  This  woman,  in  her  testimony  there,  swore  that  they  were  black  men,  eo 
Squire  Smith  told  me. 

Question.  What  did  she  say  was  the  cause  or  pretext  of  it? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  she  gave  any  reason  at  all  for  his  death. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  man  that  was  killed  ? 

Ansiuer.  I  regarded  him  as  a  negro  of  bad  character;  my  reasons  for  that  were  that 
he  had  had  a  difficulty  some  time  last  year,  and  said  that  he  intended  that  the  streets 
of  that  town  should  run  knee-deep  in  blood  ;  he  had  declared  that  afc  some  little  place 
of  meeting,  so  Captain  Harder  said  ;  he  is  my  authority. 

Question.  That  he  made  that  threat  ? 

Answer.  That  he  threatened  that  the  little  town  of  Jefferson  should  run  knee-deep  in 
blood. 

Question.  Who  was  his  difficulty  with  there  ? 

Answer.  With  Watkins  Bradley ;  we  call  him  Wat ;  I  think  his  name  is  Watkins. 
He  is  a  young  man  in  the  community  there ;  I  think  the  difficulty  grew  up  with  Tiller 
Reese,  and  Westbrook  probably  interfered  in  some  way  with  it ;  I  did  not  see  it,  but 
heard  it  spoken  of  afterward. 

Question.  Reese  said  he  had  a  difficulty  with  Wat  Bradley,  who  undertook  to  take 
his  stick  from  him,  and  that  he  struck  Bradley,  and  knocked  him  down. 

Ansiver.  I  heard  that  Reese  knocked  Bradley  down,  and  that  Robin  Westbrook  inter- 
fered and  kept  the  difficulty  up  ;  Bradley  stepped  back,  i)robably,  and  got  out  of  the 
way  of  it.  That  is  simply  what  I  heard  ;  I  did  not  see  any  of  it  at  all,  nor  know  any- 
thing about  it  until  several  days  after  it  occurred.  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  frequent- 
ing these  little  grog-shops,  and  hence  know  very  little  of  what  is  going  on  around 
them. 

Question.  Was  this  Robin  Westbrook  a  turbulent  character  ? 

Answer.  Mrs.  Westbrook,  his  former  owner  as  a  slave,  says  he  was  extremely  so ;  his 
relative  is  living  on  my  place  at  Jefferson,  and  says  that  Robin  has  been  whipped  more 
than  any  man  he  ever  knew  for  his  turbulent  character  and  disposition. 

Question.  While  he  was  a  slave  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  while  he  was  a  slave ;  he  says  he  never  could  be  reasoned  into 
anything  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  difficulties  with  negroes  there  in  your  neighbor- 
hood ? 

Answer.  I  know  of  a  difficulty — of  shooting  at  myself  by  a  parcel  of  negroes  that 
called  themselves  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Give  us  an  account  of  that,  if  you  please. 

Ansiver.  To  have  it  thoroughly  understood  by  you,  gentlemen,  I  will  give  from  the 
beginning  of  it. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  desire  you  to  do,  sir. 

Ansiver.  After  I  had  retired,  on  the  26th  of  July,  at  night,  there  was  some  one 
hailed  at  my  gate.  I  got  up  and  went  to  the  door,  and  asked  what  was  wanting. 
Some  one  replied,  "  papy  "  or  ^'  father ;"  I  would  not  be  positive  which  word  was 
used,  but  I  think  '^  papy,"  which  is  the  boy's  usual  way  of  calling  his  father's  name — 
^'  Papy  has  a  sick  child,  and  wants  you  to  go  and  see  it."  I  said,  ^'  Who  is  papy  ?  "  He 
said,  "Ben  Besteter;''  he  had  a  sick  j;hild  and  wished  me  to  come  and  see  it.  I 
asked  what  was  the  matter;  he  turned  around,  and  spoke  in  an  undertone  to  some  one, 
and  replied  as  soon  as  he  got  the  answer.  The  answer  I  did  not  learn  ;  I  could  hear 
but  not  to  understand  what  he  said.  He  said  it\  was  having  fits ;  this  was  the  boy 
who  called  for  me  first.  I  supposed  the  answer  had  been  derived  from  the  boy  accom- 
panying him.  I  went  to  catch  my  horse— the  man  I  had  attending  in  the  house  was 
away  attending  a  protracted  meeting — and  I  went  with  these  men  or  youths,  they 
were  not  quite  grown,  to  the  house  of  this  freedman  Ben  Besteter,  and  there  pre- 
scribed for  his  child,  and  when  I  was  about  starting  back,  one  of  the  men,  or  boys, 
started  with  me,  and  told  the  other  one  to  come  on.  He  told  him  to  go  ahead,  he 
would  overtake  him.  He  replied,  "  This  is  the  last  time  I  will  see  you  to-night."  I 
rode  on,  and  asked  I'iim  where  he  was  living — I  had  known  him  ever  since  he  had  been 
there — and  I  said,  ^^  Where  are  you  living  this  year  ?"  He  told  me.  I  asked  him,  '^Are 
your  mother  and  family  with  you  ? "  He  answered,  "  Yes,  sir."  I  said,  "  That  is 
right ;  you  ought  always  to  stay  together,  and  take  care  of  each  other."  He  says,  "  I 
am  doing  that,  and  getting  along  very  well."  By  this  time  we  had  crossed  a  little 
field.  This  freedman  lived  off  of  the  road  some  two  hundred  yards,  probably,  and  we 
had  to  cross  a  little  plantat  on  or  cotton-patch ;  going  there,  we  passed  along  the 
cross-fence  separating  that  from  another  field  belonging  to  a  different  party,  which 
was  in  corn.  This  conversation  took  x^lace  along  the  cross-fence  ;  at  the  road  there 
was  a  pair  of  bars,  and  he  let  them  down.  The  conversation  stopped  about  the  time 
he  b^gan  to  work  at  that.  I  heard  something  like  the  cocking  of  a  gun,  as  I  thought. 
I  says,  "  What  is  that  ?"  Instantly  I  was  fired  at  before  I  could  think,  and  my  horse 
wheeled;  he  was  a  spirited  horse,  and  wheeled  around  and  run.  There  were 
three    or    four    rajiid   fires;    I    checked    him    up,    and    the    firing    came    again 
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and  again.  There  were  iu  all,  I  tliink,  nine  or  ten  shots.  The  horse 
ran  off  some  distance  before  I  could  check  him  up ;  my  feet  were  both 
out  of  the  stirrups ;  I  was  doing  all  I  could  to  hold  on  to  him.  I  went  to  a  neighbor's 
house,  and  there  asked  for  a  gun  and  pistol,  and  stated  that  I  wanted  to  go  home,  and 
telling  what  had  happened.  They  told  me  they  had  nothing  in  the  house.  It  was  Mr. 
Nathan  Bradley's  house,  inside  of  the  little  field  where  the  shooting  took  place.  The 
shooting  took  place  in  his  premises  or  field,  some  three  hundred  yards  from  the  house, 
perhaps ;  Mrs.  Bradley  told  me  that  there  was  nothing  of  the  kind  there,  and  asked 
what  it  all  was.  I  said  it  was  some  one  shooting  at  me.  She  says,  ^'  What  in  the  world 
is  itf  I  said,  '^  I  don't  know."  I  got  on  my  horse,  and  tried  to  ride  him  out  of  the 
gate.  I  could  not  force  him  through  their  gate  at  all.  I  went  back  and  staid  there 
until  day.  The  next  morning,  after  I  had  been  home  a  short  time,  I  went  up  to  Squire 
Smith,  and  told  him  what  had  happened,  and  asked  him  what  would  be  proper  to  do. 
He  says,  ''I  do  not  know  what  you  can  do."  I  told  him  it  was  an  outrageous  thing. 
He  says,  ''  I  do  not  know  what  you  will  do."  I  went  back  to  my  own  dwelling  and  ate 
breakfast,  and  when  I  came  out  again  from  breakfast  I  met  Ben  Besteter,  the  man 
whose  child  I  had  been  t6  see  the  previous  night.  He  says,  ''  Doctor,  my  child  is  still 
very  sick,  and  I  want  a  lot  of  gentlemen  to  go  down  there  and  search  these  tracks  of 
them  that  were  shooting  at  you  last  night  ,*  they  are  negroes."  Says  I,  "  Ben,  it  is  a 
very  strange  thing  that  I  should  be  fired  upon  in  the  night,  going  to  see  your  child, 
when  nobody  saw  me  at  all,  save  those  two  boys,  that  I  know  of;  it  is  exceedingly 
strange,  and  I  am  astonished  at  it."  He  says,  ''  Doctor,  they  are  trying  to  kill  me 
too.  I  have  been  threatened  of  my  life  by  a  parcel  of  negroes."  Says  I, 
"That's  all  talk;  I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it."  But,  in  com^^any  with,  several 
gentlemen,  I  went  doAvn  there,  and  we  looked  at  the  tracks  and  the  point  they  were 
occupying  when  this  firing  took  place.  They  proved  to  be  large  barefoot  tracks,  jiart  of 
them,  and.  some  small  tracks.  They  ran  off  from  this  point  all  in  the  same  direction,  and 
scattered  along  a  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  yards  from  where  the  first  firing  took  place 
until  the  extreme  end  of  it.  The  night  following,  Robin  Lee,  a  freedman,  came  to  mo 
and  told  me  that  Richard  Lewis  and  Cato  Washington  had  been  seen  together  the  even- 
ing before  this  difficulty  occurred,  in  a  mysterious  manner;  that  he  believed  they 
were  in  it.  He  said  Richard  Lewis  certainly  Avas  ;  if  1  should  use  his  own  language, 
which  is  not  necessary ;  he  is  one  of  the  worst  men  I  ever  knew.  Cato  is  a  bad  man. 
He  said,  ''  Arrest  this  man,  and  you  will  find  the  facts."  They  were  arrested  the  follow- 
ing evening,  and  Richard  Lewis  told  who  the  i^arties  were.  The  next  morning  Cato 
Washington — Richard  Lewis  was  now  at  large — told  me  that  Richard  Lewis  was  cap- 
tain of  the  company ;  that  he  was  the  musician,  and  bio  wed  the  quills.  Says  I, 
'^  Cato,  tell  me  all  about  it,  and  Avliy  it  is  tiiat  you  want  to  kill  me ;  have  I  gy^y  done 
you  any  harm  ?  "  He  says,  "  No,  sir,  never."  He  then  told  me  the  names  of  every  one 
of  them,  and  I  had  them  Avritten  down.  I  do  not  remember  them  now  ;  some  of  them 
are  at  large  in  the  neighborhood,  and  have  never  been  arrested  at  all.  He  gave  me  the 
names  of  the  particular  x)arties  who  were  present.  They  were  arrested  and  bound 
over  in  a  bond  for  their  appearance,  or  rather  they  were  put  in  jail,  for  I  suppose  they 
could  not  give  bond;  they  Avere  offered  bail,  but  could  not  give  it.  One  of  the  parties 
told  me  that  this  thing  that  I  supi)osed  to  be  the  cocking  of  a  gun  was  not  the  cocking 
of  a  gun  at  all,  but  was  the  hammer  coming  down  on  a  cap,  a  spurious  cap,  and  he 
says,  "  If  that  cap  had  fired,  I  would  have  killed  you  so  dead  you  would  not  have 
known  what  hurt  you."  I  do  not  think  the  muzzle  was  as  far  from  my  head  as  your 
face  is  from  mine. 

Question.  Six  feet  ? 

Answer.  Not  exceeding  five  feet,  I  think.  I  said,  ^'  What  did  you  want  to  do  that 
for?"  He  says,  "  You  knocked  this  man  down  at  Mr.  Williams's  store,  and  we  were 
out  Ku-Kluxiug."  That  was  his  statement.  Another  boy  told  me  who  were  in  it ;  the 
same  crowd  who  are  now  arrested.  It  is  not  worth  while,  I  suppose,  to  go  over  their 
names  and  the  same  statement  which  each  one  made.  All  of  them  made  confessions 
in  my  presence,  and  one  or  two  of  them  made  them  to  other  parties,  so  I  Avas  told. 

Question.  Did»they  say  they  Avere  disguised? 

Answer.  They  did  not  say.  I  do  not  know  Avhether  the  question  Avas  asked  or  not ;  I 
did  not  ask  it,  nor  do  I  know  it  was  asked. 

Question.  Did  they  all  attribute  the  attack  upon  you  to  your  having  struck  this 
blow  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  I  heard. 

Question.  What  Avas  tlie  name  of  that  boy? 

Ans2ver.  That  I  struck  ? 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Ansu'cr.  I  do  not  belicA^e  I  knoAA^  now. 

Question.  Was  he  of  the  number  ? 

A.nswer.  No,  sir ;  he  Avas  arrested  and  brought  up  there.  I  told  them  I  did  not  sup- 
pose he  had  anything  to  do  Avith  it.  The  boy  professed  to  me,  after  the  thing  was  over, 
"  Doctor,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  this  difficulty ;  I  have  met  exact  justice ;  and  if 
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Mr.  Williams  don^t  indict  me  for  this  offense,  I  am  sure  I  will  never  be  guilty  of  such 
an  offense  again."  Says  I,  "  I  will  not  indict  you."  I  have  forgotten  the  man^s  name  ; 
he  lives  on  Mr.  Gains  Whitfield's  plantation. 

Question.  Speaking  of  the  stealing  of  goods  that  took  place  at  Mr.  Williams's  store 
that  night,  have  yon  had  much  trouble  in  that  community  from  thefts  and  robberies  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  we  have  had  a  great  deal ;  such  as  stealing  fat  pigs  and  beeves, 
and  things  of  that  sort,  but  not  so  much  now  as  there  has  been,  we  all  having  some 
stock.  The  freedmen  are  for  having  some  stock  and  they  seem  trying  to  stop  it,  and 
have  been  doing  so,  but  there  seems  to  be  a  few  vicious  negroes  in  the  community,  or 
I  believe  we  would  get  along  well,  the  white  and  black  races  together. 

Question.  Yon  have  had  more  difficulty  heretofore  in  reference  to  the  stock  than  you 
have  now  ? 

Ansive)\  Yes,  sir  ;  I  had  at  one  time  got  a  stock  of  hogs,  and  in  a  few  months  I  did 
not  have  a  hog  in  the  world. 

Question.  Is  that  a  general  thing  in  the  community  ? 

Answer.  It  was  at  that  time ;  now  it  has  generally  improved,  so  far  as  I  have  heard; 
in  my  neighborhood  it  has,  and  I  think  it  has  generally  in  the  county. 

Question.  Was  there  any  possibility  of  putting  a  stop  to  this  thing  by  arresting  and 
convicting  the  authors  of  these  thefts  ? 

Ansiver.  We  could  have  done  so  if  we  could  have  ascertained  who  they  were,  but  a 
few  white  men  in  the  community,  forty  or  fifty,  could  not  look  after  four  or  five  hun- 
dred negroes  all  the  time. 

Question.  Are  there  four  or  five  hundred  negroes  in  that  community  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ,*  I  think  our  vote  there  registered  between  four  and  five  hundred. 

Question.  And  it  was  impossible  for  farmers  to  keep  any  stock,   you  say? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  any  that  run  at  large.  They  were  compelled  to  keep  them  around 
their  premises  and  watch  closely.  That  was  the  case  soon  after  the  war  closed,  while 
things  were  in  an  unsettled  state  ;  it  Is  better  now. 

Question,  Did  you  feel  any  other  apprehensions  except  from  the  loss  of  your  stock 
and  this  general  condition  of  thieving  ? 

Answer.  No,  I  did  not  myself;  I  am  not  apprehensive  of  being  molested  in  any  way 
in  the  world  by  them. 

Question.  Were  any  other  crimes  committed  by  the  freedmen  ? 

Answer.  They  are  in  the  habit  of  living  in  adultery  all  the  time,  having  one  child 
after  another  ;  one  man  with  two  or  three  wives.     Some  are  on  my  place. 

Question.  Was  any  apprehension  felt  among  the  white  people  for  the  safety  of  their 
women  ? 

Answer.  There  has  been  since  this  shooting  in  July. 

Question.  But  for  the  safety  of  their  women,  is  there  any  apprehension  felt  as  to 
white  females  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say,  sir,  that  there  has  been  in  our  neighborhood.  I  have  had  no 
such  feeling  at  all  till  since  this  thing.  I  was  apprehensive  that  I  might  be  burned 
out  by  some  fiends  in  this  party  ;  that  is,  in  July. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  that  these  men.  Wash.  Elkins,  Lipscomb,  and  Cm- 
dip  bear  ? 

Ansiver.  Wash.  Elkins  is  an  ignorant  man,  altogether  so.  I  do  not  suppose  he  could 
write  his  name  ;  he  is  a  hard-working  man.  He  gets  drunk,  and  frolics  about  and 
plays  cards.  You  can  form  your  own  opinion  now  of  the  man.  I  have  never  known 
of  his  being  in  but  one  fight,  I  believe  ;  I  do  not  think  he  is  generally  a  rowdy  or 
fussy  man.  He  gets  drunk  and  lies  about  and  plays  cards.  He  works  hard  when  he 
is  at  home. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  difficulty  between  any  of  these  parties  that  have  been 
mentioned  and  these  negroes,  Robin  Westbrook  and  his  wife  and  her  son,  prior  to  this 
murder  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Elkins  had  had  a  difficulty.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  with  Robin's  wife,  or  Robin,  or  both ;  but  I  heard  he  had  a  difficulty 
with  one  or  both  of  them  prior  to  that  difficulty,  resulting  in  his  death,  but  I  do  not 
know  the  facts ;  I  only  heard  the  rumor.  I  would  further  remark  that  Mr.  John  D. 
Crudip  had  had  some  little  difficulty  with  them,  or  with  Betsy,  I  believe,  that  is  the 
wife  of  the  deceased,  or  the  widow. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  to  justify  the  apprehension  that  she  expressed  here  as 
an  excuse  for  not  implicating  these  parties  whom  she  now  says  she  recognized? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  was.  I  am  satisfied  that  the  woman  would  have  been 
protected  in  any  declaration  that  she  would  have  made  on  that  occasion. 

Question.  And  that  the  parties  would  have  been  arrested  and  brought  to  justice  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  brought  to  justice  at  once;  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  of  that ;  I  know 
if  I  Could  have  had  enough  men  to  have  aided  me  to  have  arrested  them,  it  would  have 
been  done  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  were  two  colored-men  whp  were 
whipped  or  choked  at  the  store  ?  Hosted  by  V^OOQIc 
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Answer.  There  was  one  I  had  a  difficulty  with  there. 

Question.  I  remember  what  you  said  in  relation  to  the  boy  you  knocked  down.  I 
understood  you  to  say  that  Judge  Oakley  had  a  difficulty  ? 

Answer.  J.  W.  Oakley  had  a  difficulty  with  that  boy  or  another;  two  of  them  were 
implicated  in  the  thing.  Oakley  had  a  difficulty  with  them  right  after  this  thing  took 
place. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  had  knocked  down  or  choked  one  of  these  men? 

Answer.  Before  this  time  ? 

Question.  No^  sir ;  at  that  time. 

Ansu-er.  I  think  he  was  choking  one  of  them— -choked  or  hitting.  There  was  a  crowd 
around  there ',  1  had  no  more  to  do  with  it.  I  talked  with  the  boy  I  had  the  difficulty 
with,  and  he  said  that  he  was  satisfied,  and  if  Mr.  Williams  didn't  prosecute  him,  he 
would  try  to  do  better. 

Question.  Hoav  many  of  those  colored  boys  were  there  from  this  plantation  ? 

Anstver.  There  were  several  of  them.  I  do  not  remember  now  the  .number  ;  five  or 
six  probably.    I  cannot  distinctly  testify  as  to  the  number,  but  several. 

Question.  You  suppose  that  this  firing  upon  you  was  in  revenge  for  your  knocking 
this  colored  boy  down? 

Answer.  That  is  what  this  man,  who  talked  to  me  afterward  about  it.  stated. 

Question.  You  have  no  information  that  this  boy  instigated  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  have  not. 

Question.  Did  you  injure  him  much  ? 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir ;  there  was  not  a  bruise  on  him  at  all.  He  was  plowing  the  next 
morning,  Mr.  Whitfield  said. 

Question.  How  many  have  been  arrested  upon  the  information  you  gave  to  that  offi- 
cer ;  how  many  colored  men  that  fired  upon  you. 

Answer.  There  were  nine  arrested ;  two  of  them  were  released,  because  they  said 
they  had  abandoned  their  friends  when  they  found  they  had  determined  to  shoot. 

Question.  Five  are  in  jail  ? 

Answer.  Six  are  in  jail.  Nine  were  arrested;  two  stated  that  they  had  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  crowd,  and  one  escaped. 

Question.  Six  are  in  jail  awaiting  trial  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  they  been  indicted. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  the  shape  of  the  indictment  is. 

Qtiestion.  You  say  you  were  not  present  at  the  coroner^s  inquest  over  the  dead  body 
of  Westbrook  ? 

Answer.  1  was  not. 

Question.  All  your  testimony  as  to  what  the  widow  and  her  son  testified  to  is  derived 
from  others? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  parties  who  were  present.  I  did  not  hear  any  of  the  examination 
at  all,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  would  have  been  no  danger  in  the  mother  and  son  im- 
plicating these  men  who  had  killed  Westbrook  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  there  would. 

Question.  Would  not  the  motive  of  saving  themselves  from  prosecution  and  convic- 
tion have  been  sufficient  for  dealing  with  Mrs.  Westbrook  and  her  son? 

Answer.  I  think,  sir,  the  parties  would  have  been  immediately  arrested ;  that  is  my 
impression  about  it.    I  think  the  citizens  would  have  arrested  them  at  once. 

Question.  Beyond  this  coroner's  inquest,  what  efibrts  have  been  made  to  ascertain  the 
offenders  ? 

Answer.  1  have  inquired  time  and  again,  and  have  heard  others  say  that  they  made 
inquiry,  and  that  they  had  watched — well,  different  movements  and  actions  of  the 
people ;  of  course  we  had  no  law  by  which  we  could  force  from  any  one  anything,  and 
we  could  only  watch  parties. 

Question.  Were  the  tracks  examined  of  that  crowd  that  killed  Westbrook  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  whether  they  went  there  on  foot  or  on  horseback  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  they  went  there  on  foot,  because  it  was  said  they  went 
across  a  cotton-patch. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  number  there  were  in  the  crowd  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  there  were  seven — six  or  seven ;  I  would  not  swear  which. 

Question.  You  say  there  were  two  opinions  as  to  the  parties  who  committed  the 
murder  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  One  opinion  that  it  was  by  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  The  same  crowd  that  shot  at  myself;  they  had  been  in  existence  for  twelve 
months,  and  had  been  mustering  aiid  drilling;  so  says  Mr.  Williams,  on  whose  planta- 
tion a  portion  of  them  live.  ^  r\r\rAr> 
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Question.  Had  they  any  grudge  against  Westbrook  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know.    I  do  not  know  bat  two  of  these  freedmen  who  shot  at  me. 

Question.  Did  yon  not  understand  that  Mrs.  Westbrook  had  testified  that  one  man 
had  his  face  blacked  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  she  testified  that  they  were  all  black. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  she  testified  that  they  were  undisguised,  so  that 
she  could  see  their  faces? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  understood  she  said  they  were  black. 

Question.  All  of  them  ? 

Answer.  All  of  them. 

Question.  Was  this  information  derived  from  a  person  who  was  present  at  the 
inquest  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  they  were  present ;  I  did  not  ask  about  that. 

Question.  Who  told  you  she  swore  that  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  I  could  now  tell  you.  I  asked  a  good  many  citizens  there 
if  they  arrived  at  any  facts  in  regard  to  this  act — parties  were  present.  Squire  Smith 
talked  to  me  several  times  about  it. 

Question.  Was  he  present  ? 

Answe)\  He  held  the  inquest ;  be  was  there  as  an  officer,  I  think ;  they  sent  for  an 
officer,  but  he  was  there. 

Question.  Did  he  say  he  held  the  inquest  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  believe  so.    I  believe  not ;  they  sent  for  a  coroner. 

Question.  Did  Squire  Smith  say  she  said  they  were  black  men  ? 

Ansicm\  I  think  so.  Where  so  many  were  talking  about  a  thing,  and  I  never  expected 
to  be  called  up  in  this  way  about  it,  my  memory  may  not  be  exact. 

Question.  She  talks  very  rapidly  and  very  imperfectly,  does  she  not  ? 

Answei\  She  is  a  rapid  talker. 

Question.  There  is  difficulty  in  understanding  her,  is  there  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any. 

Question.  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  parties  present  may  have  confounded  what  she 
said,  and  when  she  swore  that  some  of  their  faces  were  blackened,  have  understood  her 
to  say  they  were  black  men  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  I  was  not  present,  and  did  not  hear  her,  nor  know  the  style 
of  the  woman  at  the  time  at  all. 

Question.  At  what  time  did  you  understand  that  this  murder  was  committed  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  it  was  the  day  before  the  inquest. 

Question.  Was  it  in  July  last? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  How  long  was  it  after  that  inquest  before  you  saw  Lipscomb  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember,  sir.  I  passed  his  place  the  day  after  this  killing,  on  my 
way  to  see  a  sick  child. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  seen  him. 

Question.  May  it  have  been  a  week  or  two  before  you  did  see  him  ? 

Answei\  It  may  have  been.  I  do  not  remember ;  I  cannot  swear.  I  visited  him 
some  time  during  the  summer  for  intermittent  fever — chiUs  and  fever— but  I  cannot 
tell  the  time  without  my  books. 

Question,  Did  you  know  or  have  you  been  informed  that  he  wa^  abroad  where  he 
could  have  been  seen  for  a  week  or  two  after  the  killing  of  Westbrook? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Question.  Then  it  is  quite  possible  that  he  may  have  been  wounded,  and  kept  his 
house  during  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  it  may  be  possible ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  If  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  killing  of  Westbrook,  and  was  wounded  by 
Westbrook,  it  is  not  likely  that  he  would  have  shown  himself  publicly? 

Ansiver.  Not  if  he  was  wounded  severely ;  I  should  not  suppose  he  would. 

Question.  Would  liot  the  very  wounds  have  led  to  inquiry  how  he  was  wounded, 
and  thus  have  identified  him  with  that  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  wounds  would  have  produced  inquiry. 

Question.  So  that  if  it  be  true,  as  stated  by  her,  that  he  w^as  wounded  in  the  encounter 
with  Westbrook,  it  is  quite  probable  that  he  would  have  kept  himself  secreted  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  quite  probable,  if  he  had  been  wounded  there,  he  would  have  kept 
himself  from  the  public  gaze. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  this  Mr.  Lipscomb? 

A^isiver.  1  have  never  heard  anything  derogatory  to  him. 

Question.  What  was  his  business  ? 

Awswer.  Farming. 

Question.  An  orderly,  peaceable  man  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  as  far  as  I  have  ever  heard  o*f  him.  I  have  known  him  since  he 
was  a  boy. 
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Question.  Have  you  never  known  him  to  be  engaged  in  any  trouble  ? 

Jnswer.  Never.    I  never  knew  of  Ms  having  a  difficulty  at  all. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  and  standing  of  this  Mr.  Crudip  ? 

Ansiver.  Well^  he  is  one  of  those  unfortunate,  dissipated  kind  of  men. 

Question.  Is-  he  a  man  of  property  ? 

Ansioer.  No,  sir ;  he  is  a  poor  man. 

Question.  What  does  he  follow  for  a  living  ? 

Answer.  Farming. 

Question.  A  renter  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  does  Elkins  follow  for  a  living  ? 

Ansiver.  He  farms,  and  works  at  building  screws  and  repairing  gin-houses,  and  such 
as  that. 

Question.  Is  he  a  land-owner  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  is,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  other  theory  that  Westbrook  had  been  killed  by  some 
parties  that  had  crossed  the  river ;  can  you  state  upon  what  grounds  that  theory 
rested ;  what  led  people  to  suppose  that  they  were  concerned  ? 

Answer.  I  can  state  what  I  heard. 

Question.  State  it. 

Answer.  The  ferryman  at  Moscow  stated  that  he  had  put  a  posse  of  people  across 
the  river  the  evening  before  that,  and  that  a  portion  of  them  never  returned. 

Question.  How  large  was  that  posse  said  to  be? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  he  know  who  they  were  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  did  not.    This  is  what  Mr.  Hudson  told  me. 

Question.  How  far  is  this  ferry  from  Jefferson  ? 

Answer.  Nine  miles. 

Question.  Which  way  were  they  going  ? 

Answer.  From  the  west  to  the  other  side,  and  there  is  but  one  road  until  they  came 
this  side  some  distance  toward  Moscow. 

Question.  Was  this  after  night  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  that  I  heard. 

Question.  Which  theory  did  public  opinion  finally  accept  as  the  true  one? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  really  tell  you  what  the  sentiment  of  the  commu- 
nity was. 

Question.  What  is  your  own  opinion,  from  all  the  evidence  that  came  to  your  knowl- 


Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  I  believe  these  negroes  had  a  hand  in  it,  a  portion  of  them. 

Question.  Would  you  have  had  any  suspicion  of  that  kind  but  for  the  attack  upon 
you? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  should.  I  did  not  believe  that  there  was  any  organization 
at  all  in  the  country  until  this  shooting  at  myself  took  place  ;  if  there  was,  I  never  saw 
it.  I  never  have  seen  a  disguised  man  in  the  county  anywhere  else  under  the  form  of 
a  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  understood  that  this  organization  of  black  men 
existed  ? 

Answer.  Twelve  months,  the  past  summer. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  for  what  purpose  they  were  organized? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  only  from  their  own  statement. 

Question.  What  was  their  statement  ? 

Answer.  That  they  were  a  band  of  Ku-Klux ;  so  said  this  escaped  prisoner.  His  name 
is  Richard  Lewis. 

Question.  He  told  you  this  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Di^  he  inform  you  for  what  purpose  they  were  organized  ? 

Answer.  He  told  me  that  they  intended  to  kill  me  for  hitting  that  man  over  at  Mr. 
Williams's  store. 

Question.  But  you  say  they  were  organized  twelve  months  before  ? 

Answer.  No,  he  did  not  tell  me  for  what  purpose  the  organization  took  place. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  that  any  other  outrage  had  been  committed  by 
this  organization,  except  that  upon  you  ? 

Answer.  There  was  an  attempt,  so  says  Henderson  Lee,  one  of  the  party  that  retired 
from  this  party  that  night,  to  shoot  Mr.  Walter  Grant,  a  young  man  living  east  of  our 
ittle  village. 

Question.  Lee  turned  Staters  evidence  ? 

Answer.  He  says  he  retired  and  left  them  before  that  shooting  took  place. 

Question.  Did  he  become  a  voluntary  witness  against  them  afterward  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  turned  State's  evidence  to  protect  himself.  I  do  not  know  whe- 
ther he  really  told  the  truth  when  he  said  he  left  before  the  firing  took  place  or  not ; 
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he  said  lie  left  when  lie  found  it  was  myself.  I  think  I  omitted  part  of  this.  These 
men  met  me  before  I  got  there  ;  did  I  state  that  ? 

Question.  No,  sir. 

Answer.  They  saw  two  footmen  going  down  the  road,  down  the  hill,  where  it  is  a  de- 
scent; there  is  a  little  hollow  there,  and  this  Captain  Lewis  ordered  them  to  mount  the 
fence,  and  they  were  lying  down  in  the  fence-corner  when  I  passed  going  to  see  the 
sick  child;  and  there  this  boy,  Richard  Lewis,  the  captain,  ordered  them  to  fire,  and 
they  refused  to  fire,  and  told  him  it  was  me,  and  they  would  not  fire  on  Dr.  Smith  at 
all ;  he  said,  ''We  are  going  to  kill  him  "  and  ordered  them  to  fire,  but  they  did  not  do 
it.  He  detailed  three  men,  and  they  pursued  me  on  to  this  house  and  went  before  the 
door  inside  of  this  little  patch  in  which  I  Avas  riding  when  the  difficulty  took  place,  and 
they  were  ordered  there  to  shoot,  so  another  witness  tells  me,  and  that  they  failed  to 
do  it  and  fell  back,  and  he  whistled  the  crowd  together,  and  deposited  them  in  the 
fence-corner,  where  they  shot  at  me.    I  omitted  that  statement  before. 

Question.  Have  you  had  this  man  arrested  who  asked  you  to  attend  his  child  ? 

Answer.  He  swore  that  one  of  these  parties  under  arrest,  in  his  opinion,  was  one  of 
the  parties  that  made  the  attack  on  his  plantation  that  night.  I  have  no  idea  that  the 
man  whose  child  I  saw  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  he  was  involved  in  the  plan  for  your  assassination  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  was  at  all.    He  is  a  good,  peaceable  man  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  How  should  Lewis  and  his  gang  know  that  you  were  going  to  that  house  ? 

Answer.  That  is  why  I  remembered  this  thing  ;  they  saw  me  go  there,  and  followed 
me.  I  thought  at  first  that  Ben  Besteter  had  a  hand  in  it,  and  it  was  an  arrangement 
of  his.  I  did  not  see  how  it  was  possible,  as  I  told  him,  that  anybody  should  know 
that  I  was  going  to  his  house,  when  at  that  hour  no  one  but  this  man  knew  I  was  going 
there ;  but  after  the  prisoner  stated  that  they  saw  me  go  down  the  hill  with  these 
two  footmen,  it  was  clear,  and  I  understood  it. 

Question.  How  long  was  this  attempt  at  your  assassination  after  the  affair  at  the 
store  where  you  knocked  the  colored  man  down  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  it  was  not  long  ;  I  do  not  remember  the  date  of  that  thing 
at  the  store.  It  was  a  trivial  thing,  for  which  I  expected  to  be  indicted — a  sort  of  a 
fight,  that  was  all. 

Question.  Did  this  band  whom  you  had  arrested  and  put  in  jail,  embrace  part  of  the 
colored  men  who  were  at  the  store  that  night — this  party  who  are  in  jail  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  did  or  not ;  there  were  quite  a  number  of  freed- 
men  standing  around  the  door  and  the  house,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  any  of  them 
were  present  in  this  or  not. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  Lewis,  the  captain  of  the  band,  before  this 
prosecution  ? 

Answer.  I  never  knew  him.  I  never  saw  the  negro  but  once  in  my  life  up  to  the  time 
he  was  arrested. 

Question.  Had  he  been  living  in  that  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  It  has  been  said  that  he  was  an  escaped  prisoner  from  Mississippi ; 
he  has  been  living  about  two  years  in  our  county.  His  father  told  me  he  was  a  very 
bad  man.  I  went  to  his  father  and  talked  to  him  myself;  he  says  he  is  a  bad  man.  He 
says,  *'  I  dismissed  him  from  my  premises  last  year  on  account  of  his  being  uncontrol- 
able."  His  father  has  been  living  in  this  country  a  long  time,  and  is  a  peaceable,  good 
citizen,  so  far  as  I  know.  This  man  was  carried  to  Mississippi  when  quite  a  child,  and 
raised  there  and  staid  there  until  since  the  war. 

Question.  Until  Westbrook  was  killed,  had  you  ever  heard  anything  against  his 
character  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  Westbrook  was  regarded  as  a  turbulent  man  before  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  told  you  that  he  had  made  the  declaration  that  the  streets  of  Jeffer- 
son should  run  knee-deep  with  blood  ?    , 

Answer.  Captain  Harder  is  my  authority  ;  that  is  my  recollection. 

Question.  Did  he  inform  you  that  he  had  heard  the  declaration  himself? 

Ansiver.  He  did  not. 

Questio7i.  Who  did  he  get  the  information  from  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  ? 

Ansiver.  On  the  Moscow  road,  six  or  eight  miles  from  this  place. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  attempted  to  follow  up  that  information,  and  ascertain 
Westbrook  did  make  such  a  statement  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  very  soon  after  this  occurrence  last  year  that  Captain  Har- 
der was  talking  to  me  about  what  Westbrook  should  have  said;  if  I  am  not  mistaken 
in  the  man  who  told  me,  I  think  it  was  Harder.  Westbrook  was  attending  a  pro- 
tracted meeting,  where  there  was  preaching,  near  his  house,  and  on  thac  occasion  it 
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was  that  Westbrook  should  have  said  that  he  intended  to  make  the  town  of  Jefferson 
run  knee-deep  in  blood  ;  I  think  that  was  his  language. 

Question.  If  such  a  statement  was  made  by  him  why  was  he  not  arrested  and  confined  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  why  it  was  not  done.  I  did  not  hear  him  say  it ;  it  was  mere 
rumor. 

Question.  Such  a  threat,  if  made,  would  have  been  quite  sufficient  under  your  laws 
to  have  justified  his  arrest  in  order  to  prevent  his  committing  a  breach  of  the  peace, 
would  it  not  ? 

Answer.   Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Is  it  not  possible  that  it  was  a  mere  idle  rumor  ? 

Answer.  It  may  be  possible.  I  do  not  know  the  fact  at  all.  I  merely  give  it  to  you 
as  I  heard  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  that  the  two  boys  who  came  for  you  to  visit  this  child 
knew  anything  of  the  attempt  to  assassinate  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  think  they  had  anything  to  do  with  it  at  all.  They  are 
both  there,  and  I  think  they  like  me  as  well  as  any  man  in  the  neighborhood.  I  never 
had  any  difiQculty  with  them  at  all,  nor  have  I  with  any  of  them.  The  impression  was, 
as  I  stated,  that  I  thought  Ben  Besteter  was  at  the  bottom  of  it,  at  the  time  the  firing 
took  place,  and  I  told  him  next  morning  it  was  useless  for  him  to  tell  me  it  was  a  par- 
cel of  men  without  him  knowing  it ;  that  it  was  strange  that  anybody  should  know  I 
was  there ;  that  is  the  reason  I  supposed  he  had  a  hand  in  it ;  I  did  not  see  how  it  was 
possible  that  anybody  else  should  know  it. 

Question.  If  such  an  organization  exists,  and  has  been  existing  for  twelve  months, 
are  you  able  to  say  they  ever  committed  or  attempted  to  commit  any  act  of  violence 
besides  that  on  you  ? 

Answer.  They  made  an  attempt  to  shoot  Walter  Grant,  as  I  stated  just  now,  so  Hen- 
derson Lee  says  ;  he  is  a  freedman,  and  belonged  to  the  band. 

Question.  Was  Grant  fired  upon  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Lee  says  he  stopped  it,  so  Grant  told  me  yesterday  evening,  and  he 
said  he  thought  he  had  better  come  up  here  and  see  this  committee,  and  try  to  put  an 
end  to  such  acts. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Is  he  living  down  there  at  Jefferson  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  youth ;  he  had  been  off  to  see  a  young  lady,  and  on  his  re- 
turn these  men  proposed  to  shoot  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  have  spoken,  in  your  general  examination,  of  the  troubles  with  which 
the  community  were  afflicted  after  the  war,  on  account  of  the  stealing  of  stock  and 
other  things  by  negroes.  State  if  the  negroes  were  not  in  a  state  of  great  destitution 
after  the  war  for  a  year  or  two  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  were  in  a  state  of  destitution. 

Question.  You  say  things  are  very  much  improved  since  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  whether  poor  white  men  were  not  implicated  equally  with  the  negroes 
in  these  thefts. 

Answer.  There  were  some  white  men  in  our  neighborhood  implicated  and  driven  out 
of  the  neighborhood,  or  at  least  they  left  the  neighborhood  within  the  last  twelve 
months. 

Question.  Was  that  the  charge  made  against  white  men  as  well  as  against  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  the  same  extent.  There  was  only  that  one  family  that  I  have  spoken 
of  that  left  the  community ;  that  was  every  charge  of  such  a  thing  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  The  negroes  are  now  behaving  very  well  generally,  are  they  not  ? 

Answer.  They  are  in  my  neighborhood. 

Question.  A^e  they  generally  engaged  in  work  ? 

Answm\  There  is  a  great  deal  of  idleness,  sir,  with  them ;  too  much  for  their  good 
and  the  good  of  the  country. 

Question.  Is  there  employment  for  them  all  if  they  seek  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  remunerative  wages  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  am  offering  |15  a  month  and  feeding  them. 

Question.  For  work  on  the  plantation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  making  rails  and  repairing  the  plantation,  doing  plantation  work. 
Jhat  is  certainly  remunerative.  I  am  in  doubt  whether  it  is  not  more  than  we  would 
be  justified  in  giving  but  for  the  dilapidated  condition  of  our  fences. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  this  state  of  promiscuous  intercourse  of  the  sexes.  Is  it 
worse  now  than  before  the  war,  or  has  there  been  any  improvement  in  that  respect  ? 

Answer.  I  see  but  very  little  change ;  if  anything,  it  is  rather  worse ;  they  were  re- 
strained then  by  their  owners. 
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Question.  Do  the  negroes  marry  now  ? 

Answer.  They  marry,  but  they  have  little  regard  for  anything  of  that  kind. 
Question.  Are  they  generally  members  of  a  church  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  generally  members  of  a  church.  All  of  them  nearly  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  church  in  my  neighborhood,  or  at  least  the  bulk  of  them  are. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  the  parties  who  made  the  assault  upon  you  had  their  trial  yet  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  a  trial  before  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Question.  When  they  were  bound  over  ? 

Answe)\  When  they  were  committed  to  jail;  they  could  not  give  bail;  the  other 
trial  has  not  taken  place. 

Question.  You  were  not  injured  that  evening? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  no  personal  wounds  at  all. 

Questio7i.  It  is  quiet  now  in  your  neighborhood? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Of  course,  I  feel  wounded  to  think  such  a  thing  should  happen 
there ;  that  a  man  like  myself,  that  had  to  be  out  at  night  riding,  should  be  treated  so. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question.  What  is  the  relative  proportion  of  the  two  races  in  your  neighborhood  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  vote  there  of  the  whites  is  about  sixty,  and  there  were  some- 
where from  four  to  five  hundred  freedmen  registered,  but  they  are  moving  about  so  it 
is  impossible  to  tell  how  many  there  are  in  certain  localities  at  all  times.  I  do  not 
know  how  many  there  are,  but  I  think  the  register  shows  that  there  were  some  four 
hundred  or  five  hundred  votes. 

Question.  But  this  is  not  always  a  certain  indication  of  the  negro  population? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  come  from  other  precincts  to  vote  ? 

Answer.  That  has  not  been  the  case  with  us;  they  have  not  been  required  to  vote 
where  they  registered  ;  that  has  been  the  case  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Where  is  this  man  Lewis,  who  acted  as  captain  of  that  band  ? 
Answer.  He  is  the  escaped  prisoner ;  he  got  out  this  place  here  some  time  ago. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  the  negroes  ever  use  violence  against  men  of  their  own  color  who  pro- 
posed to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  so ;  I  never  saw  it. 

Question.  In  frequent  instances  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  it  frequently,  sir.  I  heard  of  a  case  in  Philadelphia  the 
other  day. 

Question.  What  was  the  case  ? 

Answer.  The  case  of  the  riot  in  Philadelphia. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  In  Pennsylvania? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Of  course,  you  gentlemen  have  all  heard  of  it.    We-  have  occasion- 
ally things  of  that  kind  here.    I  have  heard  of  it,  but  never  saw  it. 
Question.  It  never  occurred  in  your  precinct  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  every  man  has  gone  and  voted  there  without  molestation. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  there  any  feeling  evinced  in  your  community  against  this  man  West- 
brook  because  he  was  a  radical? 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir,  not  at  all ;  not  a  particle.  If  there  was,  I  never  heard  of  it ;  every 
hand  of  them  is  a  radical,  and  I  know  I  have  no  feeling  against  them  all  for  that.  1 
never  advised  one  of  them  to  vote  one  way  or  another.  When  they  asked  me  to  do  it, 
I  said,  go  and  vote  as  you  see  fit. 

Question.  This  woman  testified  that  she  believed  her  husband  was  killed  because  he 
was  an  outspoken  radical. 

Answer.  I  never  heard  him  express  a  political  view  in  my  life,  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  feeling  expressed  against  him  on  account  of  his  rad- 
icalism ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nor  any  other  negro  there. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  it  is  possible  that  any  one  would  conceive  the  design  of 
Ifilling  this  man  on  account  of  his  political  sentiments  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  believe  any  such  thing. 

Question.  Would  they  not  be  just  as  likely  to  kill  every  other  aegro,  on  the  same 
ground  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  just  as  likely  to  kill  every  other  negro. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  the  negroes  all  vote  the  radical  ticket  at  that  precinct  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  proportion  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  They  are  largely  in  the  minority.  There  are  only  a  few  democratic  votes 
there. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  South? 

Answer.  I  am ;  I  was  born  in  North  Carolina ;  my  father  moved  to  Mississippi  when 
I  was  quite  a  boy,  and  when  I  grew  up  to  manhood  I  moved  to  this  county,  and  have 
been  here  ever  since. 

Question.  This  attempt  to  assassinate  you  created  a  great  excitement  in  the  commu- 
nity, did  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  considerable  excitement. 

Question.  An  earnest  effort  was  made  to  discover  the  men  who  attempted  to  murder 
you? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  no  great  difficulty  in  finding  them  out  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  right  smart  trouble.  I  do  not  think  we  should  have  done  it,  ex- 
cei)t  for  the  freedman  ;  he  told  me  what  he  saw. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  same  earnest  effort  was  made  to  discover  the  murderers 
of  Westbrook? 

Answer.  I  think  so  ;  I  think  the  same  necessity  for  the  protection  of  the  community. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  was  such  an  excitement  over  the  murder  of  Westbrook 
as  over  the  attempt  to  assassinate  you  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was.  There  ought  have  been  fully  as  much,  though 
the  freedmen  seemed  to  care  nothing  about  it  at  all. 

Question.  The  freedmen  themselves  were  indifferent  ? 

Answer.  Perfectly.  I  heard  one  man  on  my  place  say  he  had  been  looking  for  him  to 
be  killed  long  before. 

Question.  Beside  the  coroner's  investigation,  you  know  of  no  inquiry? 

Answer.  Only  as  to  where  this  party  could  have  come  from.  I  made  inquiry  time 
and  again,  and  have  heard  others  talking  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  think  if  you  had  made  the  same  effort  to  discover  the  murderers  of 
Westbrook  as  you  did  to  find  out  who  attempted*  to  assassinate  you,  your  attempts 
would  have  been  unavailing  ? 

Answer.  Everything  we  couJd  trace  up  we  looked  after. 

Question.  How  long  did  that  continue  ;  did  it  continue  after  the  coroner's  inquest  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  deal  longer  than  it  did  in  my  affair,  because  that  was  found 
out,  and  I  have  inquired  about  the  other  even  up  to  the  present. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  24,  1871. 

ELIZA  LYON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  your  name  ? 

Ansiver.  Eliza  Lyon  ;  my  husband  went  by  that  name  after  the  surrender.  He  used 
to  belong  to  Mr.  Lyon  before  the  surrender.  He  went  by  the  name,  after  that,  of  Abe 
Smith,  but  they  still  call  him  Abe  Lyon. 

Question.  W^liere  do  you  live  ? 

A7iswer.  Here  in  Demopolis ;  I  was  raised  here. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  married  ? 

Ansiver.  Ye«,  sir. 

Question.  Where  is  your  husband  now  ? 

Answer.  He  was  killed. 

Question.  When  was  he  killed? 

Answer.  The  6th  of  June. 

Question.  Of  this  present  year  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  county  was  he  killed  ? 

Answer.  Choctaw  County. 

Question.  Were  you  with  him  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Right  with  him  in  the  bed. 

Question.  Were  you  living  in  Choctaw  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  whose  plantation  ? 

Answer.  Dr.  McCall's. 

Question.  You  may  describe  how  your  husband  was  killed. 
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Answer.  They  knocked  on  the  door;  it  was  about  11  o'clock  at  night.  We  never  had 
heard  of  any  threats  of  his  life,  and  were  not  thinking  of  such  a  thing.  They  came  on 
Tuesday  night,  the  6th  of  June.  They  knocked  on  the  door;  they  knocked  on  the  gal- 
lery, and  asked  was  Abe  Lyon  in,  with  a  loud  voice,  and  he  answered,  yes,  he  was,  and 
he  got  up,  not  thinking  anything  about  anybody  going  to  disturb  him,  and  looked  out 
of  the  door.  I  said,  "  Don't  go  out,  Abe  ;  it  sounds  like  more  voices  than  one."  He 
jumped  up  and  looked  out  of  the  door ;  the  bed  was  right  at  the  door.  As  he  looked  out 
they  told  him  to  come  out,  but  I  jumped  up  and  shut  the  door,  and  pushed  him  away 
from  the  door ;  I  shut  it,  and  told  him  to  go  out  of  the  other  door.  He  went  to  the  door 
to  go  out ;  but  some  of  the  children  had  buttoned  the  door  lower  down,  and  he  could 
not  find  the  button,  for  it  was  dark,  and  he  was  so  scared  ;  and  he  wheeled  around  in 
the  room  in  his  scare,  and  I  was  scared  too ;  and  then  I  went  to  unbutton  the  door. 
He  passed  me  going  to  the  same  door,  intending  to  get  out,  but  he  looked  like  he  was 
in  a  perfect  scare,  standing  in  the  floor,  and  I  run  behind  him  for  him  to  go  out,  and  as 
I  run  up,  the  men  burst  the  door  open  and  threw  a  rope  right  over  his  head  and  drew 
his  arms  down  to  him,  and  picked  him  up  deliberately  and  toted  him  out.  I  holloed 
and  screamed  for  help,  but  no  one  came  near.  We  were  not  living  near  people,  but 
lived  close  enough  for  them  to  hear  loud  holloing.  After  they  picked  him  up  and  car- 
ried him  out,  I  still  stood  on  the  gallery  holloing,  and  four  men — white  men — came  up 
to  me,  and  one  held  his  gun  here  on  each  side  of  my  head,  and  one  in  my  face,  and  one 
right  here  in  my  chest,  and  they  told  me  if  I  didn't  hush  holloing  they  would  blow 
a  hole  through  me.  1  took  my  hand  and  knocked  the  gun  off  a  little  bit ;  they  didn't 
shoot  me  then ;  they  told  me  never  mind,  hold  on,  they  Would  finish  me  directly.  They 
had  carried  Abe  off  then,  around  and  uj)  a  little  hill  to  kill  him.  They  killed  him  about 
as  far  off  as  across  the  street  here  to  the  hotel. 

Question.  In  what  way  did  they  kill  him  ? 

Anstver.  They  shot  him  with  a  double-barreled  gun.  I  run  from  this  end  of  the  gal- 
lery to  that  end,  to  see  when  they  shot  him.  The  first  shot  was  a  double-barreled  gun. 
At  the  next  one,  some  one  holloed  to  them  all  to  fire,  and  all  fired,  I  reckon.  I  will  not 
reckon  about  it,  for  the  holes  was  counted  they  shot  in  him ;  and  Dr.  McCall  counted 
thirty-three  holes  they  shot  in  him.  After  I  saw  they  had  shot  him,  I  saw  them  coming 
back  to  the  house.  I  knew  they  were  going  to  kill  me,  as  they  had  told  me  they  would. 
I  thought  I  would  go  in  the  room  and  wake  my  children  up,  and  take  them  up ;  and 
when  I  came  out  of  the  room  there  was  about  seventy-five  men  at  the  door,  guarding 
me  regularly — all  white  men.  I  could  see  into  their  faces;  they  were  standing  so  close 
to  me.  As  I  was  standing  there,  they  walked  off  around  the  house,  and  called  the 
other  men  to  come  on,  and  let's  finish  in  the  house  ;  and  while  they  stepped  around  the 
corner  of  the  house,  I  went  in  the  room  and  picked  up  one  of  the  children ;  the  other 
was  wakened,  but  the  other  was  out  and  gone.  I  picked  up  the  one  that  was  asleep, 
and  run  out  of  the  gate  at  the  corner  of  the  house,  and  went  off  across  the  new  ground 
or  field,  and  run  for  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  stopped  in  a  thicket  of  woods  to  see 
what  they  were  going  to  do.  I  made  my  child  sit  down,  and  I  stood  up  to  see  them. 
They  came  back  to  the  house,  and  went  around  and  in  the  house,  and  tore  up  every- 
thing. Then  they  made  a  light,  and  went  under  the  house  with  a  light,  and  in'  the 
house,  and  in  the  hen-house,  and  in  the  stables.  They  must  have  been  looking  for  me; 
I  don't  know  what  else.  Then  I  took  my  children  and  went  farther  in  the  woods. 
They  shot  off  all  the  pistols  in  the  house,  and  shot  my  dog,  and  then  came  out  and  shot 
off  their  pistols  and  guns,  and  it  sounded  like  there  was  oVer  a  hundred  shots  at  once. 
I  did  say,  when  I  first  told  this  tale,  that  I  believed  there  was  colored  people  in  it ;  but 
the  reason  I  said  that  was  because  they  deliberately  picked  him  up  ;  and  I  thought  no 
white  man  would  pick  up  such  a  noble-looking  man  as  he  was — a  large  man,  as  large 
as  that  man  sitting  there.  [The  chairman,  Mr.  Pratt.  J  I  thought  no  white  people 
would  xfick  up  such  a  man  and  tote  him — that  they  would  not  lower  themselves  low 
enough,  as  they  would  say,  to  pick  up  a  darkey— and  it  was  for  that  reason  I  said  I 
believed  there  Avas  colored  people  in  it.  I  did  not  know  anybody,  but  I  run  off  to  the 
woods  and  staid  airnight,  mo  and  my  child,  without  any  clothes.  They  did  not  leave 
him;  some  of  them  guarded  him  all  night,  thinking  somebody  would  come  to  him.  I 
was  in  sight  of  the  house,  and  I  raised  up  when  I  could  see  anybody,  I  reckon  at  about 
a  hundred  yards.  I  could  not  see  the  house  good  then,  and  I  hid  myself  again  until  it 
got  good  daylight;  and  just  at  sunrise  I  came  out  of  the  woods  and  started  to  my 
house ;  and  I  saw  two  going  away  from  it  in  the  morning ;  they  went  down  the  woods 
to  where  they  could  get  ouo  without  anybody  seeing  them. 

Question.  Was  any  of  your  property  in  the  house  stolen  that  night  ? 

Answer.  We  had  some  money  on  Monday  looking  at  it.  I  had  a  daughter  up  here, 
and  was  sending  her  to  school ;  besides,  I  had  three  children  at  home.  We  had  some 
money  in  the  house,  but  I  don't  know  whereabouts  he  put  it,  but  we  had  it  in  a  little 
square  box  about  a  foot  long  and  half  as  wide,  and  I  reckon  that  had  about  $600  in  it; 
we  v»Aere  looking  over  it,  and  I  wanted  some  of  it  to  bring  up  here  to  school  my  daughter 
on  it.  Then  I  says,  "  Put  it  away  till  we  get  over  chopping  the  cotton,  and  then  I  will 
go ;  you  can  spare  it."    I  was  going  to  bring  it  up  here ;  I  had  no  idea  of  anybody  kill- 
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ing  him.  He  took  it  and  put  it  away,  and  I  went  to  sleep.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
put  it  in  the  blacksmith-shop,  or  under  the  house,  or  where.  If  it  was  in  the  house,  or 
under  it,  they  got  it.  I  do  not  know  where  he  put  it,  for  I  was  satisfied  he  could  get 
it.    I  never  have  seen  it.    I  left  my  hogs  and  wagon  and  everything. 

Question.  How  long  after  your  husband  was  killed  before  you  came  away  ? 

Answer.  He  was  killed  Tuesday  night,  and  I  left  Sunday  morning  for  the  river  to 
take  the  boat. 

Question.  Had  you  staid  at  your  house  all  the  time  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  I  moved  right  out,  for  I  thought  they  would  come  for  me ;  I  went  to 
a  neighbor's  house. 

Question.  Did  you  miss  anything  else  besides  the  money  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  nothing  besides  the  money.  I  left  my  hogs  down  there,  and  left  a 
wagon  we  had  paid  $75  for,  and  we  had  a  great  many  other  little  things. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  bring  your  things  away  with  you  ? 

Answer.  They  had  threatened  my  life,  and  he  had  been  killed,  and  I  could  not  tell 
how  or  what  nor  nothing  about  his  business. 

Question.  Who  has  your  property  ? 

Answer.  I  just  left  it  there ;  I  suppose  I  never  will  get  it ;  I  am  afraid  to  go  back. 

Question.  Where  was  this  ? 

Answer.  In  De  Sotoville ;  a  little  village.  There  were  one  or  two  stores  there.  There 
had  been  two,  but  one  was  broken  up,  and  my  husband  had  put  up  an  elegant  black- 
smith shop.    Everybody  knew  him  in  the  county.    Mr.  Lyon  raised  him. 

Question.  How  many  do  you  think  there  w^ere  in  the  crowd  there  that  night  ? 

Ansiver.  I  guess  about  a  hundred ;  but  being  very  much  scared,  I  could  not  judge. 

Question.  Was  it  a  moonlight  night  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  but  very  cloudy,  and  the  moon  was  running  under  the  clouds. 

Question.  Did  you  notice  whether  any  of  the  men  had  disguises  on  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  some  of  them  were  disguised.  They  had  handkerchiefs  tied  over 
their  faces,  and  white  pieces  for  the  head  to  go  through,  and  droj)ping  down  on  each 
side. 

Question.  Was  this  gown  or  frock  white  which  they  had  on  ? 

Answer.  It  was  white. 

Question.  What  disguises,  if  any,  had  they  upon  their  faces  ? 

Answer.  White. 

Question.  How  many  of  them  seemed  to  be  disguised  ? 

Answer.  It  looked  like  there  was  twelve  or  thirteen  disguised,  and  they  were  the 
ones  that  took  hold  of  him. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  the  men  who  presented  their  pistols  and 
guns  at  you  were  white  men  1 

Answer.  White  men. 

Question.  Did  they  have  any  disguises  on  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  in  the  crowd  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  didn't. 

Question.  What  reason  have  you  to  think  that  any  of  the  crowd  were  colored  people  ? 

Ansiver.  Because  they  picked  him  up  and  toted  him  so  deliberately ;  I  did  not  think 
a  white  man  would  do  it. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  reason  you  have  ? 

Ansiver.  That's  the  only  reason  I  have  for  believing  there  was  some  colored  people, 
because  I  didn't  think  white  i^eople  would  pick  him  up  so  deliberately  and  tote  him 
out ;  he  was  such  a  noble,  big  man. 

Question.  You  were  not  wounded  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  wasn't. 

Question.  Nor  your  children  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  then  Sunday  morning  I  left  to  go  to  the  river.  I  lived  fourteen 
miles  from  the  river.  After  I  had  gone,  I  reckon  about  10  o'clock  in  the  day-time,  a 
heavy  rain  came  on,  and  the  men  x^ursued  on  after  me.  As  soon  as  I  came  away,  they 
sent  me  word  the  men  pursued  on  after  me,  some  men  next  day,  to  overtake  me  before 
I  got  to  the  river. 

Questimi.  How  do  you  know  they  pursued  you  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  so. 

Question.  You  did  not  see  anybody  ? 

An8wei\  No,  sir. 

Question.  Who  told  you  that  ? 

Answer.  I  just  heard  it  from  people  that  came  up  from  down  there. 

Question.  How  many  did  you  hear  pursued  you  f 

Answer.  About  ten;  and  a  heavy  rain  came  on  and  cut  them  off  from  me,  and  I  got  to 
Tompkinsville. 
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Question.  Had  your  liusband  had  any  trouble  witli  anybody  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all  that  we  could  hear  j  he  would  not  insult  a  child ;  he  was  a  very 
quiet  man. 

Question.  What  did  these  men  who  shot  your  husband  in  that  manner  say  they  were 
doing  it  for  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  say  ;  he  asked  them  after  they  picked  him  up  and  were  carrying 
him  off  the  gallery,  ^'  Gentlemen,  what  have  I  done  f"  They  says,  ^'  Never  mind  what 
you  have  done  ;  we  just  want  your  damned  heart." 

Question.  So  they  did  not  tell  him  what  they  were  killing  him  for  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  at  all.  Then  he  said,  "  Lord  have  mercy  on  me  ;"  he  looked  like 
he  gave  up  afterward,  he  was  begging  the  Lord  to  have  mercy  on  him. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  at  the  time  they  shot  him  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  the  gun  when  it  fired  ;  it  was  a  distance  from  me,  but  you  know  I 
could  see  the  fire  of  the  gun  from  here  to  the  hotel. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  the  body  ? 

Answer.  It  was  left  lying  there.  They  cut  his  head  off  to  here,  after  they  had  shot 
him.  They  were  going  to  let  him  alone,  but  some  gentleman  in  the  crowd  says,  "  Don't ; 
let's  cut  his  head  off',"  and  they  all  went  back  and  cut  his  head  loose  around  to  there, 
to  the  middle  of  the  side  of  the  neck,  cutting  around  from  in  front.  I  have  got  the 
penknife  that  they  used  ;  they  broke  it  in  his  throat ;  it  is  about  a  finger-length ; 
it  was  a  pocket-knife  ;  they  took  the  biggest  blade. 

Question.  At  what  hour  in  the  night  did  the  crowd  come  there  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  have  any  watch,  or  anything  of  the  kind,  but  I  judge  it  was  11 
o'clock. 

Question.  Had  you  been  asleep  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  when  I  told  Dr  McCall  about  it,  that  we  were  living  with,  he  said 
it  was  about  11  o'clock  ;  he  said  he  guessed  it  was  about  11  o'clock,  because  he  was  up 
in  his  house  about  11  o'clock,  and  there  was  some  gentlemen  there  from  Mount  Stir- 
ling, and  they^  were  up  right  late. 

Question.  Di'd  anybody  come  there  that  night  after  the  firing,  to  see  what  the  matter 
was? 

Ansiver.  Not  a  soul  camp — not  a  soul. 

Question.  You  say  there  were  people  living  within  the  call  of  your  voice? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  White  people  ? 

Ansiver.  Colored  people. 

Question.  Did  any  colored  people  come  to  see  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  because  all  outside  of  the  fence  was  guarded. 

Question.  What  white  man  lived  nearest  you  ? 

Answer.  The  man  we  were  hired  to. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Ansiver.  Dr.  McCall. 

Question.  Was  he  at  home  that  night  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Could  the  firing  have  been  hea-rd  at  his  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  said  he  heard  the  firing  when  the  orders  were  given  for  all  to 
fire.  They  all  fired  at  once  ;  ho  said  it  sounded  like  somebody  throwing  down  a  pile 
of  shingles.  He  said  he  heard  it,  and  thought  it  was  somebody  throwing  down  the 
boards  where  they  had  been  building  at  the  roadside,  between  his  house  and  mine. 

Question.  Was  your  husband  working  at  his  trade  at  the  time  in  the  blacksmith 
shop  ? 

Ansiver.  He  was  working  at  his  trade  and  carrying  on  a  firm,  too. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  any  one  that  he  had  had  any  trouble  with  ? 

Answer.  Not  one. 

Question.  Was  h®  a  peaceable,  quiet  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  would  not  insult  a  child ;  his  character  was  known  all  over 
Alabama.    Mr.  Lyon  can  give  you  his  character. 

Question.  Was  he  a  republican  in  politics  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  radical  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  voted  the  radical  ticket,  and  stood  to  it  in  ^ny  crowd,  that  he 
was  a  radical  man,  and  at  that  time  we  were  living  among  the  democratic  parties. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  give  him  any  trouble  on  that  account  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all ;  one  gentleman  came  to  his  shop  about  two  months  before  tnis 
happened,  and  pulled  a  paper  out  of  his  pocket  and  asked  him  what  sort  of  a  ticket 
did  he  vote,  and  he  told  him  he  voted  the  radical  ticket. 

Question.  What  did  the  man  say  to  that  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  say  anything  at  all,  but  he  shut  up  his  book  and  went  off. 

Question.  Have  you  any  knowledge  or  information  of  who  any  of  these  persons  weie 
who  killed  your  husband  ? 
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Answer.  Not  a  bit. 

Question.  Was  there  a  corouer^s  inquest  held  over  your  husband's  body  ? 

Answei\  The  doctor  kept  him  nearly  two  days  to  get  somebody  to  come  and  hold  a 
jury  over  him,  but  the  men  would  not  come  ;  he  could  not  get  them  together. 

Question.  No  inquest  was  ever  held  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  not  a  bit.  I  wanted  to  bring  his  dead  body  home,  but  they  said  it 
was  not  worth  while  ;  it  was  so  warm  they  would  charge  me  more  than  I  would  be  able 
to  pay. 

Question.  Who  buried  him  ? 

Answet\  I  buried  him  with  the  colored  people. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  go  and  make  a  complaint  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  a 
judge  about  this  ? 

Ansive)\  No,  sir;  I  never  was  before  anybody;  nobody  put  themselves  to  any  trouble 
about  it. 

Question.  Was  anybody  ever  arrested  or  prosecuted  about  this  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  thing  was  done. 

Question.  Were  there  many  white  people  in  that  neighborhood  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  a  great  many. 

Question.  Were  they  radicals  or  democrats  ? 

Ansiver.  All  democrats ;  there  is  not  a  radical  gentleman  in  Choctaw ;  it  is  the  low- 
est down  county  in  the  United  States. 

Question.  So  you  do  not  know  of  any  effort  made  by  any  one  to  discover  who  commit- 
ted this  murder  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  say  that  I  knew  of  one,  positively. 

Question.  But  you  do  not  know  that  anybody  has  ever  made  any  attempt  to  find  out 
who  the  murderers  were  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not  know  that  anybody  has  made  any  attempt  in  the  world. 
Mr.  Lyon  did  write  two  or  three  letters  to  find  out  from  Dr.  McCall  had  he  ever  heard 
any  result  of  anything. 

Question.  You  mean  Mr.  Lyon,  here  in  Demopolis  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  that  used  to  be  my  master ;  he  told  me  he  had  never  got 
any  answer.  I  put  one  of  his  letters  in  the  post-office  myself,  and  he  has  never  got  an 
answer,     I  have  been  here  ever  since  he  was  killed — nearly  four  months. 

Question.  Did  these  men  come  on  foot  or  on  horseback  ? 

Answer.  They  came  on  horseback. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  horses  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  heard  them  when  they  were  going  along  the  road. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  whistle  sounded  ? 

Answer.  Not  one ;  I  could  hear  the  noise  of  the  horses,  and  hear  the  saddles 
creak.  I  run  near  the  fence  where  the  road  went  along — the  public  road  ;  when  they 
went  along,  I  was  so  far  from  the  fence  I  could  not  see  the  horses,  but  I  could  hear, 
and  knew  they  were  horses,  and  I  could  hear  the  saddles  creaking,  and  the'y  were  talk- 
ing. 

Question.  Did  you  think  there  were  as  many  as  a  hundred  men  there  ? 

Atiswer.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  was  as  many  as  a  hundred. 

Question.  Yon  say  there  were  thirty-three  holes  in  your  husband's  body  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  forty-three. 

Question.  Were  they  bullet-holes  or  buck-shot  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  take  particular  notice ;  but  when  the  doctor  raised  him  up  and  was 
examining  the  holes,  him  and  another  doctor  from  Mount  Sterling,  the  shot  fell  out 
of  his  body,  and  some  looked  like  buck-shot  and  some  looked  like  cartridge -balls — big 
holes. 

Question.  How  long  before  you  went  to  see  his  body  ? 

A7iswer.  From  11  o'clock  at  night  until  sunrise  next  morning. 

Question.  He* was  dead  then? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  was  dead  before  T  left  the  house  I  am  satisfied,  for  I  heard  them 
when  they  said,  "  Come,  let's  go  and  finish  in  the  house,"  and  they  said,  "  Come,  men, 
let's  go  back  and  cut  his  head  off." 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  meant  to  kill  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  because  they  told  me  distinctly  at  the  house  that  they  would  kill 
me. 

Question.  What  did  they  have  against  you  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  tell  me  ;  they  wanted  to  kill  the  family ;  they  wanted  to  kijil 
us  dead. 

Question.  Did  they  speak  of  killing  the  children  ? 

Answer.  They  said  they  wanted  to  kill  all  of  us. 

Question.  How  old  was  your  oldest  child  1 

Answer.  She  was  here  at  school. 

Question.  But  the  oldest  one  there  ? 

Answer.  About  fourteen,  I  reckon. 
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Question.  Is  be  here  now  ? 

Answe}\  He  is  not  in  town ;  he  is  out  in  the  country. 

Question.  Did  you  take  your  child  with  you  when  you  made  your  escape  ? 

Answer.  He  had  jumped  out  and  gone. 

Question.  Did  you  take  the  other  two  with  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  so  you  staid  in  the  woods  all  night  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  all  night  long  ;  the  other  two  were  girls ;  he  was  a  boy,  and  could 
read  and  write  very  well,  and  he  had  been  teaching  school  down  there  a  little,  and  the 
reason  he  quit  teaching  was,  they  had  sent  him  some  threats,  that  if  he  didn't  stop 
teaching  the  Ku-Klux  would  call  upon  him. 

Question.  How  long  did  the  crowd  stay  about  your  house  after  they  shot  your  hus- 
band ?  You  spoke  of  seeing  them  take  a  light  and  enter  the  house  and  stable  and 
other  out-houses.    How  long  after  they  shot  him  were  they  about  the  premises  ? 

Answ&i\  I  reckon  they  were  about  there  for  a  half  an  hour. 

Question.  They'seemed  to  be  searching  for  something  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  where  your  husband  kept  his  money  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  the  least ;  because  whenever  I  asked  him  for  any  I  got  it. 

Question.    What  was  he  saving  his  money  for  ? 

Answer.  We  wanted  to  come  up  here  and  build  us  a  house. 

Question.  You  had  counted  the  money,  had  you  ? 

Answer.  He  had  counted  it,  and  he  told  me  he  reckoned  there  was  about  six  hundred 
dollars. 

Question.  Did  the  people  about  the  county  know  that  your  husband  had  this  money  ? 

A7iswer.  Not  as  I  know  of,  but  they  always  knew  he  was  a  very  shifty  man,  and 
very  smart  about  work,  and  his  trade  would  bring  him  a  great  deal. 

Question.  Had  he  made  this  money  since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  made  some  of  it ;  I  had  a  little  before  the  surrender. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  negroes  in  Choctaw  County  being  whipped, 
or  shot  at,  or  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have. 

Question..  How  many  cases  have  you  heard  of? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  of  two  cases  being  killed  that  I  know. 

Question.  Tell  the  committee  all  about  them.    State  it  as  you  have  heard  it. 

Answer.  A  man  was  killed  named  William  Ezell. 

Question.  Since  you  left  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  from  you  ? 

Ansiver.  He  lived  about  three  miles  from  where  I  lived. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  ? 

Answer.  I  have  seen  him  often. 

Question.  When  did  you  understand  he  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  exactly ;  I  had  been  away  about   a  month. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  who  killed  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  how  many  were  concerned  in  killing  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  just  heard  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  killed  him. 

Question.  Who  was  the  other  man  killed  ? 

Answer.  One  that  lived  at  Tompkinsville  Landing,  on  the  river.  You  have  lizard 
where  that  is,  haven't  you  ?  A  man  was  killed  there  named  Isaac.  I  can't  think  of 
the  other  name. 

Question.  Did  he  live  at  Tompkinsville  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  he  killed  ? 

Answer.  Since  Ezell— about  a  month  ago. 

Question.  By  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  the  Ku-Klux.  I  knew  him  because  he  had  two  or  three  hogs 
raising  them  for  me  at  the  river.  I  went  to  send  them  to  Mobile,  and  they  put  them 
out  on  the  river,  they  were  so  poor,  and  I  got  him  to  take  care  of  them. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  people  being  killed  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  several  being  killed,  but  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  true  or 
not,  And  I  don't  like  to  dwell  upon  them. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  people  being  whipped  ? 

Ansiver.  They  whipped  one  woman.    The  Ku-Klux  got  after  her  husband,  and  he  got 
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away,  and  they  went  to  lier  house  and  whipped  her  very  badly.  I  don't  know  whether 
she  is  dead  or  alive. 

Question.  Did  you  know  her  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  just  knew  she  lived  in  Choctaw. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  she  was  whipped  by  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

.Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  that  done  ? 

Ansiver.  That  was  done  the  week  after  I  left. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  Ku-Klux  before  your  husband  was  killed  in  Choc- 
taw County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  before  your  husband  was  killed  had  you  heard  of  Ku-Klux  ? 

An&iner.  A  good  while ;  I  heard  of  them  last  year. 

Question.  What  were  they  doing  in  Choctaw  County  last  year  ? 

Ansiver.  Nothing  serious ;  I  heard  they  were  going  about ;  they  hadn't  done  no 
murder  or  anything  of  the  sort. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  the  Ku-Klux  yourself  except  that  night  your  husband 
was  killed  ? 

Answer.  I  never  did.  I  lived  with  Judge  Smith  before  I  moved  up  there  on  his 
plantation. 

Question.  Did  the  colored  people  stand  in  great  awe  of  the  Ku-Klux — great  fear  of 
them? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  on  Judge  Smith's  they  did,  because  they  lived  with  a  Yankee. 

Question.  Is  Judge  Smith  a  Yankee  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Isn't  he  the  county  judge  ? 

Answer.  The  State  judge. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  visit  his  plantation  ? 

Answer.  They  never  visited  it,  but  we  know  the  colored  people  that  lived  there 
always  guarded  it  at  night.  They  didn't  visit  it, but  they  always  were  threatening; 
we  always  could  hear  of  threats  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  coming.  The  Friday  night 
before  the  Tuesday  when  Abe  was  killed,  I  was  told  after  Abe's  death  that  the  Ku- 
Klux  had  called  on  Judge  Smith  at  his  plantation,  and  had  called  him  out  of  the  house, 
but  he  didn't  come  out ;  he  jumped  out  of  some  back  window  and  left  his  light  burn- 
ing, and  they  still  thought  he  was  in  there,  and  they  started  to  go  up  in  the  house.  They 
saw  the  light  burning  and  went  in  the  gallery ;  so  I  was  told  by  the  colored  people.  I 
do  not  know  whether  it  was  true  or  not ;  it  may  not  have  been  so  ;  they  didn't  break 
his  house  open,  but  they  went  up  in  the  gallery  with  the  horses. 

Question.  What  was  the  trouble  with  Judge  Smith  ;  what  objection  had  the  Ku-Klux 
to  him  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  know  what  objection. 

Question.  How^  near  do  you  live  to  Judge  Smith  ? 

Answer.  I  lived  with  Judge  Smith  two  years ;  last  Christmas  I  moved  up  to  Dr.  Mc- 
Call's. 

Question.  Were  the  whites  in  that  part  of  the  county  mostlj^  democrats  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  they  are  mostly  democrats. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Before  you  left  Choctaw,  and  before  your  husband  was  killed,  did  you  ever 
hear  of  any  colored  men  being  w^hipped  ? 

Ansiver.-  No,  sir.    I  never  heard  of  any  of  them  being  whipped  as  I  recollect. 

Question.  Does  Dr.  McCall  still  live  down  at  Tompkinsville  ? 

Answer.  He  don't  live  at  Tompkinsville,  but  fourteen  miles  out  from  the  river. 

Question.  Is  he  still  living  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  find  the  box  that  contained  the  money  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  looked  for  it  diligently,  but  I  never  found  it ;  I  couldn't  tell  where 
he  put  it. 

Question.  Was  your  son  teaching  a  colored  school  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  break  it  up  ? 

Ansiver.  We  broke  it  up  after  hearing  the  talk  about  the  Ku-Klux,  that  they  would 
call  on  him. 

Question.  You  stopped  it  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  other  school  being  broken  up  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  just  a  lad  of  a  boy,  and  the  colored  people  on  the  plao( 
found  that  he  could  write  pretty  well,  and  they  wanted  him  to  teach  them  some,  and  h( 
said  he  would,  and  they  would  pay  him  and  he  would  teach  them,  and  they  went  on  i 
month  with  his  school,  asking  every  head  four  bits  a  month,  and  I  reckon  he  hacj 
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twenty-five  scholars,  and  the  white  people  didn't  like  it  about  the  colored  people  learn- 
ing to*  read  down  in  that  part,  and  so  they  said,  or  we  were  told  by  some  of  the  school 
scholars  that  came  there,  that  they  heard  the  white  people  say  they  were  going  to  call 
on  him  some  of  these  nights  about  that  school. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  any  churches  were  burned  ? 

Ansnwr.  Yes,  sir ;  the  colored  people's  church  at  Tompkinsville  was  burned  down. 

Question.   Burned  in  the  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  known  who  burned  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  have  school  in  that  church  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  whether  they  did  or  not.    I  didn't  live  there. 

Question.  Did  they  have  any  schools  down  at  Butler,  the  county-seat  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  as  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  they  ever  disturb  Judge  Smith,  down  there,  in  any  way — burn  any- 
thing of  his  ? 

Ansxver.  No,  sir.  O,  yes ;  they  did.  I  take  that  back  ;  they  burned  up  his  gin-house. 
His  mill  was  all  together,  and  they  burned  down  a  good  deal  of  fence  around  his  farm, 
and  since  we  moved  from  there,  last  Christmas,  and  during  the  time  they  were  pitch- 
ing and  x^lan ting  the  crop  in  the  ground  this  spring. 

Question.  Is  it  reported  that  disguised  men  burned  up  his  mill  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nobody  knows  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not ;  it  was  done  in 
the  night,  when  everybody  was  asleep. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  When  you  ca^ne  up  here  from  Choctaw,  immediately  after  this  occurrence, 
did  "you  not  tell  the  people  here  that  it  was  the  black  people  who  killed  your  hus- 
band? 

Ansiver.  I  told  them  I  thought  they  were  black  people ;  I  could  not  say,  really, 
whether  they  were  or  not.  I  knew  there  were  some  white  men  in  it,  because  they 
guarded  him,  and  I  could  see  that  they  had  white  faces  like  yourself.  Now,  the  reason 
why  I  said  they  were  colored  people  w^as,  because  they  picked  him  up  so,  and  toted 
him  so  strong  and  deliberately.  I  didn't  say  they  were  or  were  not  colored  people 
there.     I  would  not  dare  to  say  but  what  there  was  some  colored  people  in  it. 

Question.  Did  you  not  give  everybody  here  to  understand  that  the  whole  party  were 
colored  1 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't. 

Question.  Didn't  you  tell  Mr.  Frank  Lyon  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  'l  didn't  tell  him  that  the  whole  party  was  colored.  I  told  him 
seventy-five  men,  as  near  as  I  could  get  at  it,  stood  at  the  door  and  guarded  me. 

Question.  Seventy-five  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  white  men.    Thej^  were  white. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  any  reason  at  all  for  killing:  your  husband  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  heard  any  reason  assigned  for  it  ? 

Ansvjer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Either  then  or  afterward  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  reason  did  you  tell  Mr.  Lyon  ? 

Ansiver.  I  didn't  tell  him  anything  more  than  I  told  him  I  thought  it  might  be  the 
case  that  they  brought  him  up  on  last  year,  but  I  wouldn't  say  that  was  it.  I  told  him 
that  was  the  only  thing  I  thought  would  create  such  a  thing. 

Question.  What  was  it  ? 

Answer.  They  brought  him  up  last  year  about  a  case  between  him  and  Mr.  William 
Tucker,  about  some  mules,  and  you  know  Mr.  William  Tucker  staid  in  jail  a  year  here, 
a  white  man ;  when  they  brought  Abe  up  here  as  a  witness  with  him,  about  these 
mules,  I  don't  know  what  the  decidement  was,  but  I  suppose  it  was  all  square  law.  I 
told  Mr.  Lyon  I  didn't  know  what  it  was,  without  Mr.  Tucker  had  an  old  grudge,  and 
made  up  a  crowd  and  did  that. 

Question.  Was  he  a  witness  against  Mr.  Tucker? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  wdiat  it  was,  but  I  know  it  was  something  concerning  these 
mules,  and  Mr.  Tucker  staid  in  jail  about  it. 

Question.  What  testimony  did  he  give  in  the  case  of  Tucker? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  he  never  told  me.  I  can't  tell  anything  about  it ;  he  was 
only  a  witness  here  for  something. 

Question.  Was  he  witness  against  Tucker  ? 

Auswer.  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  a  witness  against  him,  or  how. 

Question.  You  had  an  idea,  then,  that  it  originated  in  that  case  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  it  might  have  originated  in  that ;  I  brought  that  in,  because  I 
didn't  know  of  anything  else  he  had  done  or  said. 
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Question.  Was  Tucker  a  white  man? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  apprehended  for  stealing  mules? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  whom  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  who  the  mules  were  taken  from,  but  it  was  done  directly  after 
the  surrender. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember,  then,  that  you  told  Mr.  Lyon,  and  other  persons 
here,  that  your  husband  was  killed  by  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Not  negroes,  alone ;  I  wouldn^t  dare  to  say  but  there  was  some  in  it,  and  the 
reason  I  said  so  was  because  they  picked  him  up  and  toted  him  so  strong  and  so  deliber- 
ately, but  I  know  when  I  see  a  white  man's  face  I  know  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  You  say  the  men  who  picked  him  up  wete  disguised  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  could  not  see  their  faces  ? 
Answei\  I  could  not  see  their  faces. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Can  you  not  tell  your  own  people  by  the  way  they  talk  ? 

Answer.  Who  could  tell  their  voices  there ;  they  could  change  their  voices,  and  there 
was  so  many,  and  it  was  done  in  a  scare,  when  nobody  would  recognize  their  voices. 
I  did  think  I  recognized  some  of  the  voices,  but  that  won't  do,  to  think  about  this 
thing ;  that  wouldn't  pass.  I  thought  I  knew  some  of  the  voices,  but  that  wouldn't 
do. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  you  saw  the  faces  of  some  of  these  white  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  the  faces. 

Question.  You  did  not  know  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  had  seen  them  before  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  know  of.  It  was  dim ;  the  moon  was  shining,  cloudy.  It 
did  rain  after  they  killed  him.  They  all  were  standing  out  before  the  door,  and  I 
couldn't  tell  one  from  the  other  in  such  a  scare  as  that ;  it  would  be  hard  for  me  to 
tell,  in  a  dozen  men,  which  was  which,  standing  that  way,  and  I  scared  nearly  to  death 
myself. 

Question.  Mr.  Lyon  wrote  down  there,  you  say,  to  see  if  he  could  find  out  about  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  wrote  several  times.  Mr.  Lyon  looked  like  he  was  trying  to  do 
what  kindness  he  could,  though  I  am  very  much  oppressed  now ;  I  haven'r  got  any- 
thing ;  they  run  me  off  from  all  I  had ;  I  can't  get  any  help. 

Question.  Did  your  husband  own  the  shop  and  tools  ? 

Answer.  He  didn't  own  the  shop ;  he  rented  it. 

Question.  Did-  he  own  the  tools  ? 

Answer.  He  owned  some  of  them. 

Question.  Have  you  recovered  any  of  the  property  ? 

Answer.  Only  he  had  some  five  or  six  hoes,  and  I  sold  them  to  get  some  money  to 
come  up  here. 

Question.  What  is  the  value  of  the  property  you  have  left  behind ;  what  is  it  worth  ? 

Answer.  I  can't  hardly  tell  you ;  I  left  a  little  two-horse  wagon,  which  he  gave  $75 
for. 

Question.  And  household  and  kitchen  furniture  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  we  were'just  moving  around  from  pillar  to  post ;  he  just  wanted  to 
make  right  smart  money  to  buy  him  a  piece  of  land  and  build  him  a  house. 

Question.  Did  you  bring  away  your  bed-clothing? 

Answe^\  Some  of  them  I  brought  away ;  some  I  had  to  give  away. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  anybody  knew  he  had  this  money  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  think  anybody  knew  it. 

Question.  They  knew  he  was  a  thrifty,  money-making  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  fast  money-making  man. 

Question.  Was  it  not  likely  they  killed  him  for  his  money? 

Answer.  I  reckon  so.    They  must  have  killed  him  for  something. 

Question.  Killed  him  to  get  the  money  he  was  supposed  to  have  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  ;  I  reckon  they  must  have,  but  I  can't  say  they  killed  him  for 
that,  because  they  have  killed  some  since  I  left,  and  I  don't  know  what  they  killed 
him  for. 

Question.  You  saw  them  searching  the  house  ? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  looking  for  something  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  thought  they  were  looking  for  me;  I  never  thought  of  money 
until  next  day  ;  it  looked  to  me  like  they  were  looking  for  me,  because  they  went  out 
in  the  foul-house — the  hen-house,  with  a  light,  and  in  the  stable,  and  then  they  went 
in  the  house  and  pulled  the  bedding  off  the  bed,  and  they  looked  like  they  were  look- 
ing for  money  very  closely. 

Question.  They  tore  up  everything  to  make  search? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  look  under  the  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  these  men  standing  at  the  door  said  they  were  going  to  have  the 
whole  house  all  on  a  tantery,  signifying  that  they  would  burn,  it  down.  I  said,  ''You 
can  burn  it  down  and  welcome ;  it  don't  belong  to  me,  but  Dr,  McCall."  He  said,  "  If 
it's  Dr.  McCall's  I  won't  burn  it  down,  but  I  am  going  to  make  sure  of  you." 

Question.  Did  they  say  what  they  wanted  to  kill  you  for? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  didn't  ask  them. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  doctor  afterward? 

A7isiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  him  next  day. 

Question.  And  he  said  he  heard  those  people  shooting  ? 

Answer.  He  said  he  heard  this  noise,  but  he  thought  it  was  some  of  them  moving  the 
boards  hard,  which  they  had  been  doing  a  night  or  two  before,  working  all  day  build- 
ing a  house  between  my  house  and  the  doctor's  house,  and  they  would  throw  out  the 
lumber  where  they  had  been  building ;  and  trash  was  there.  They  would  throw  out 
the  boards,  and  it  would  make  a  loud  noise,  and  he  thought  it  was  moving  some  boards 
and  something  out  of  the  yard. 

Question.  Did  you  tell  him  your  husband  had  been  killed  ? 

Ansiver.  I  sent  him  word  in  the  morning,  when  I  came  out  of  the  woods,  and  when. 
I  was  telling  him  how  they  shot  him,  he  said  he  heard  the  report  of  a  pistol,  but 
thought  they  were  throwing  down  boards  on  each  other. 

Question.  Did  he  have  any  idea  why  your  husband  was  killed? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  he  didif  t  seem  to  have  the  least  idea  in  the  world,  and  they  couldn't 
get  the  men  together  to  hold  a  jury. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  A  coroner's  jury? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  road  this  crowd  took  when  they  left  that  night?  You  say 
you  could  hear  them  pass  down  the  road,  though  you  could  not  see  the  horses  ? 

Answer.  They  took  the  road  that  went  from  my  house  Tip  to  where  the  stores  were. 

Question,  In  De  Sotoville  ? 

Ariswer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  house  was  on  the  road  like ;  they  were  going  to  Tompkinsville. 

Question.  Did  any  white  people  go,  before  you  left,  and  examine  the  tracks  of  the 
horses,  and  try  to  hud  out  w^iere  this  crowd  came  from? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  1  asked  them  to  do  it  and  they  wouldn't.  I  asked  them  to  go  and 
follow  them  while  the  tracks  were  fresh,  in  the  morning. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  ? 

Answer.  They  said  it  wouldn't  be  worth  while,  and  I  told  them  they  w^ere  fresh 
tracks  ;  they  said,  "  We  can't  tell  them  from  a  hundred  tracks,"  but  they  wouldn't  put 
themselves  to  any  trouble  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  You  say  it  had  rained-  in  the  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  drizzling  shower. 

Question.  Were  the  tracks  plain  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  very  plain  ;  it  looked  like  a  great  many  horses ;  the  road  was  very 
badly  cut  up,  but  the  people  didn't  do  anything.  It  seemed  to  tue  if  I  had  been  at 
home  here  it  would  have  been  run  up  better,  and  more  attended  to. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  Octoler  24,  1871. 
WILLIAM  T.  BLACKFORD  sworn  .and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question,  You  may  state  your  place  of  residence  and  occupation. 
Answer.  Greensborough,  Alabama.     I  was  probate  judge  of  that  county.    Prior  to 
1867  I  was  a  physician.    I  practiced  medicine  there  in  Greensborough  for  twelve  or 
fourteen  years. 

Question.  How  long  hkve  you  lived  in  the  State  of  Alabama  ? 
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Answer.  Since  the  2d  day  of  February,  1857. 

Question.  Did  you  marry  in  this  State? 

Anstver.  I  did,  sir.    I  married  my  second  wife  in  Greensborough,  Alabama. 

Question.  What  was  your  position  at  the  time  of  the  secession  of  Ahibama  ? 

Answer.  I  was  a  Union  man,  sir  ;  a  Union  man  up  to — well,  all  the  time. 

Question.  Were  you  persecuted  on  account  of  your  Union  sentiments  ? 

Answe^\  I  was,  sir.  After  the  secession  of  Alabama  I  was  tried  by  a  vigilance  com- 
mittee for  my  fidelity  to  the  Union.  Through  the  interposition  of  friends,  however,  my 
life  was  saved. 

Question.  What  part  did  you  take  in  the  war  ? 

Answer.  After  the  vigilance  committee  had  tried  me,  my  friends  advised  me  to  go  to 
the  army,  to  join  the  army  of  the  confederacy.  I  told  them  I  should  not  do  so,  but  that 
I  was  willing  to  go  in  the.  capacity  of  ^i  surgeon  in  the  army  A\ithout  a  commission  ; 
that  I  could  not  take  the  oath  that  was  required  by  the  officers  of  the  confederacy ;  and  I 
went  out  first  with  the  Fifth  Alabama  Regiment,  afterwards  with  the  Thirty-first  Ala- 
bama Regiment ;  and  remained  in  the  war,  backward  and  forward,  as  necessity  required, 
until  the  surrender.  What  I  mean  by  necessity  is,  whenever  any  persecution  arose  at 
home  I  would  go  off  into  the  army  again. 

Question.  Were  you  appointed  judge  of  the  court  of  probate  after  the  adoption  of  the 
new  constitution  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir.  I  was  elected  by  a  very  large  majority;  I  think,  some  3,520 
majority. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  1868? 
A7isiver.  Yes,  sir ;  in  1868. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  long  did  you  hold  the  office  ? 

Answer.  I  held  the  office  from,  I  think,  in  July.  I  was  installed  into  the  office,  and 
feom  that  time  until  about  the  1st  of  March,  1871.     I  cannot  tell  positively  the  day. 

Question.  That  was  in  Hale  County,  as  I  understand  i 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  Hale. 

Question.  Is  Greensborough  the  county-seat  ? 

Ansiiwr.  Greensborough  is  the  county-site  of  Hale  County. 

Question.  Was  any  opposition  manifested  to  your  exercising  the  functions  of  that 
office  in  Hale  County  ? 

Anstver.  Nothing  more  than  the  general  opposition  to  all  white  men  who  participated 
in  the  republican  party.  When  I  went  to  the  probate  judge  who  was  in  possession  of 
the  office,  and  showed  him  my  commission,  and  demanded,  or  at  least  told  him  that  I 
was  entitled  to  take  charge  or  possession  of  the  office  of  probate  judge  of  Hale  County, 
he  stated  that  he  would  yield  by  entering  his  protest  on  the  minutes  of  the  probate 
court,  which  was  there,  which  went  on  to  make  a  great  many  statements,  the  particu- 
lars of  which  I  do  not  remember,  but  that  he  gave  up  this  office  to  military  force  and 
power,  &c. 

Question.  Was  any  military  force  employed  to  eject  him? 

Anstver.  No,  sir  ;  none. 

Question.  That  was  all  a  figure  of  speech,  then? 

Answer.  That  was  all  a  figure- of  speech  on  his  part.  There  was  no  military  in  the 
town  at  the  time,  nor  near  it,  that  I  know  of.  I  proceeded  with  my  official  duties  from 
that  time,  engaging  in  the  different  campaigns  that  followed,  with  the  usual,  or  at  least 
with  an  immense  amount  of  opposition,  and  an  ostracism  that  almost  amounted  to  ter- 
rorism, until  about  the  1st  of  March,  1871. 

Question.  Did  you  then  resign  the  office  '^ 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  resigned  the  office,  because  of  the  circumstances  that  took  place 
about  the  19th  of  January. 

Question.  What  were  those  circumstances  ? 

Anstver.  On  the  night  of  the  19th  of  January 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Last  January,  do  you  mean  ? 

Anstver.  January,  1871,  there  was  a  body  of  disguised  men,  about  sixty  or  seventy, 
visited  Greensborough.  They  went  to  the  house  Of  my  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  L.  M.  Nut- 
ting ,•  they  demanded  entrance.  Mr.  Tucker  got  up  and  unlocked  the  door.  They  inquired 
if  I  was  in  my  room.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  know,  but  thought  I  was  not.  They 
ordered  him  to  light  a  lamp  and  conduct  them  to  my  room.  He  did  so.  They  tore  up 
the  clothing  in  my  room,  and  they  then  searched  every  nook  and  corner  of  the  house, 
stating  to  him  that  the  family  need  not  be  alarmed  ;  that  they  did  not  propose  to  in- 
jure the  iamily,  but  that  they  were  going  to  have  me.  Failing  to  find  me  they  went 
to  a  suite  of  rooms  where  I  had  my  office — in  the  same  house  that  I  had  my  office.  A 
light  burning  in  an  up-stair  room  in  the  same  building  was  occupied  by  Mr.  James  E. 
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Griggs.  They  went  to  that  room,  seeing  the  light  there,  and  demanded  of  him  to  turn 
Tip ;  using  his  language,  "  Griggs,  we  do  not  want  to  hurt  you,  but  where  is  Blackford?" 
Said  he,  ''  I  really  don^t  know,  but  I  suppose  he  is  down  in  his  room,  down  stairs." 
"  Turn  up  your  lamp,  and  show  us  to  his  room."  Mr.  Griggs  did  so,  and  when  he  got 
into  my  room,  some  one,  I  think,  took  the  lamp  from  him.  They  failed  to  find  me. 
They  took  my  hat  and  some  of  my  clothes,  and  carried  them  down  street  on  a  pole, 
swearing  that  they  had  failed  to  find  me  this  time,  but  that  they  would  catch  me  some 
time.  They  also  stated  that  they  would  be  damned  if  any  republican  should  ever  live 
in  Alabama  as  long  as  they  had  an  existence,  or  some  such  thing.  They  said,  "We 
have  got  his  hat,  and  we  will  have  him  where  we  have  got  his  hat  f  they  were  exhibit- 
ing the  hat  on  the  pole.  They  then  started  a  little  farther  down  the  street,  and  said, 
"  We  have  failed  to  catch  Blackford  ;  let  us  go  and  turn  McCrary  out  of  jail,  because  he 
was  arrested  by  a  nigger."  They  went  around  to  the  jail,  or  went  to  the  jailer,  and 
ordered  him  to  deliver  the  keys,  which  he  did,  and  they  turned  McCrary  out.  They 
then  X)assed  on  down  the  street  by  Mrs.  Nutting^s.  They  stopped  opposite  the  house 
and  fired  a  number  of  shots  into  the  house,  one  of  which  passed  through  the  window 
into  my  little  daughter's  room.  I  have  a  little  daughter  of  between  eleven  and  twelve 
years  of  age,  who  was  sleeping  in  the  room  with  her  grandmother,  and  they  did  not 
miss,  could  not  have  missed  her  head  from  the  positiom  in  which  she  was  lying,  more 
than  six  or  eight  inches ;  at  the  same  time  swearing  that  they  would  demolish  the  race. 
They  left  after  that.  The  whistle  blew  from  their  commander,  and  they  left.  I  would 
•  have  been  captured  by  that  party  had  it  not  been  for  the  information  that  I  received, 
from  a  negro  whom  they  captured,  who  lived  on  my  lot,  and  was  supposed  to  know 
precisely  where  I  was.  He,  together  with  the  present  mayor  of  the  town,  misled  them 
fis  to  where  I  was  that  night.  The  negro  was  carried  down  by  them  down  to  Mrs. 
Nutting's.  He  pointed  out  the  room  up- stairs  where  I  slept,  and  then,  of  coure,  they 
paid  no  further  attention  to  him,  and  while  they  were  ransacking  the  house  there,  he 
ran  back  to  the  office  and  gave  me  the  information.  I,  of  course,  left  my  bed,  and, 
with  what  clothes  I  could  grab  in  my  hands,  I  made  my  escape  to  the  woods,  where  I 
remained  until  morning. 

Question.  How  do  you  derive  your  information  as  to  what  transpired  f 

Answer.  From  my  brother-in-law  and  my  mother-in-law  and  my  sister-in-law,  as  to 
what  transpired  in  the  house.  I  derive  it  from  Mr.  John  S.  Tucker,  my  brother-in-law, 
Mrs.  L.  M.  Nutting,  my  mpther-in-law,  and  Mrs.  Anne  Tucker,  as  to  what  transpired  in 
the  house.  As  to  what  transpired  in  the  other  house  I  derive  it  from  Mr.  James  E. 
Griggs,  together  with  what  I  heard,  for  I  was  only  over  the  hill  a  little  distance  from, 
them,  standing  in  a  position  where  I  could  reach  the  swamp  before  they  could  circum- 
vent a  ditch  with  their  horses,  before  they  could  get  around  that  ditch  and  catch  me. 

Question.  From  your  place  of  concealment  could  you  observe  these  men? 

J7iswei\  I  could  see  the^m  very  distinctly ;  that  is,  I  could  see  the  white  and  different 
colors.  It  was  a  very  beautiful  starlight  morning  ;  there  was  no  moon,  however,  but 
looking  from  the  hill  that  I  occupied,  I  looked  down  at  an  angle  of  about,  I  suppose, 
some  35°,  where  they  were  in  my  lot. 

Question.  Could  you  see  that  they  were  mounted? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  I  could  see.  When  I  first  ran  out  of  the  room,  however,  I  ran  to 
make  a  large  brier  swamp  on  the  south  side  of  the  town,  and  I  got  about  the  middle  of 
the  street,  and  they  were  coming  up  in  full  breast,  all  mounted  on  horseback,  and  I 
found  I  could  not  get  by  the  court-house  or  over  the  square  without  being  observed. 
I  then  turned  and  went  down  what  we  call  Centreville  street,  and  turned  the  corner  of 
my  stable;  that  sheltered  me  from  them  when  they  turned.  I  then  got  in  behind  a 
hedge  of  tea-roses,  almost  as  wide  as  this  room,  and  as  high  as  a  man  or  ahorse,  and 
behind  that  I  was  sheltered  from  view.  Some  of  them,  1  think,  got  a  glimpse  of  mo 
as  I  turned  around  my  stable  to  the  right,  and  rode  down  there,  bat  I  reached  the 
brier  patch  across  a  lot  280  feet,  which  is  the  depth  of  my  lot.  I  reached  this  tea-roso 
hedge  and  got  behind  it,  and  climbed  a  fence,  and  got  behind  Mr.  Adell's  house,  and  that 
put  mo  in  a  ditch,  which  I  crawled  up  and  then  got  up  oi)posite  Mr.  Pitman's  house, 
and  then  on  the  hill,  and  stox3ped  to  jmt  on  my  clothes.  I  was  in  my  bare  feet,  but 
in  my  drawers.    I  had  grabbed  a  coat  and  pair  of  breeches  as  I  ran\ 

Question.  Could  you  observe  that  they  were  disguised  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  saw  them  disguised  twice.  When  they  rallied  around  the  house 
and  said,  "We  have  got  the  damned  scoundrel  now,  "  I  then  stepped  back  this  side  of 
Mr.  Pitman's  house,  where  I  could  see  distinctly  all  over  my  lot,  and  I  could  see  they 
all  looked  like  a  mass  of  white  moving  around.  I  also  saw  them  on  the  street  when  I 
first  ran  into  the  middle  of  the  street ;  coming  up  I  could  see  them  ;  they  were  all  dis- 
guised. That,  with  the  information  1  had  from  Mr.  Tucker  and  Mr.  Griggs,  describing 
their  appearance,  disguises,  &c.,  confirmed  my  own  sight.  They  shot  a  number  of 
tii«es ;  they  shot  a  perfect  volley  around  the  house,  and  did  not  shoot  into  my  house 
at  all ;  that  is,  into  the  house  where  I  was  sleeping  that  night.  It  might  be  well  for 
me  to  state  here  that  I  had  some  horses,  fine  horses— stock — and  the  boys  had  been 
giving  me  a-good  deal  of  trouble  by  opening  the  doors  and  shooting  my  stable  dogs^ 
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&c.,  so  that  I  liad  to  put  a  guard  there.  I  staid  up  at  my  office.  I  had  a  suite  of  rooms 
furnished  there,  and  also  at  Mrs.  Nutting's,  where  I  hoarded  regularly,  and  I  staid  up 
there  so  as  to  assist  my  men  in  case  any  effort  was  made  to  tear  down  or  hurn  up  my 
stahle  with  mj^  stock  in  it.  They  had  several  times  entered  my  stahle  and  carried  my 
trotting-wagons  and  sulkies  away  off  to  the  Southern  University  and  put  them  away 
up  on  the  halconies,  and  these  things,  all  of  which  I  looked  upon  as  harmless  sport. 
Now  that  is  all  pertaining  to  that  point.  Four  or  five  months  prior  to  that,  a  gentle- 
man of  prominenc6  in  the  State  of  Alahama,  a  confederate  general,  who  is  i)ersonally  a 
warm  friend  of  mine,  and  to  whom  I  was  a  friend,  came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  resign. 
He  stated  to  me  that  I  would  not  he  permitted  to  hold  the  office  of  prohate  judge  any 
longer,  and  in  order  for  my  own  personal  security  that  I  had  better  resign,  and  to  do  it 
peacefully  and  quietly,  and  to  leave  the  country.  I,  of  course,  at  first  did  not  accede 
to  the  proposition.  In  a  second  conversation  I  did  accede,  and  proposed  to  any  party 
that  wanted  my  office  that  if  they  would  purchase  my  property— my  real  estate  in  the 
town — and  give  me  what  any  three  men  of  their  own  selection  would  say,  rather  than 
encounter  any  danger,  I  would  resign  my  office.  This  gentleman  put  me  in  communi- 
cation with  an  attorney  there,  and  there  was  a  kind  of  negotiation  going  on  for  several 
days,  without  any  tangible  result. 

Question.  Have  you  any  objections  to  giving  the  committee  the  name  of  the  attorney 
you  were  put  in  communication  with? 

Answer.  None,  sir.    It  was  Mr.  Thomas  Sea,  a  partner  of  Judge  A.  A.  Coleman. 

Question.  Proceed. 

Answer.  After  several  days  of  effort  in  that  way,  I  saw  the  gentleman,  my  informant, 
who  did  not  wish  to  be  known  in  the  matter,  and  told  him  I  feared*that  there  could  be 
no  arrangement  made  by  which  I  could  get  away  in  safety.  His  rejdy  to  me  was, 
t' You  had  better  make  a  sacrifice  and  save  your  life,  because  the  people  are  determined 
that  you  shall  not  hold  this  office,  nor  no  man  occupying  your  position,"  and  that 
*'  since  the  election  of  Governor  Lindsay  that  question  is  settled," 

Question.  Let  me  inquire  at  this  point  whether  any  objections'Tiad  been  made  to  the 
manner  in  which  you  had  administered  the  affairs  of  that  office  ;  was  there  any  allega- 
tion against  you  that  you  were  not  efficient  or  competent  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nothing — the  reverse.  Every  attorney  in  that  town  asserted  the 
fact  that  I  was  not  only  efficient,  but  that  I  was  really  better,  a  better  officer  than — or, 
to  use  their  expression—^'  one  of  the  best  officers  that  they  ever  saw."  That  is  their 
expression ;  that  I  was  the  most  impartial  man.  This  w^as  the  assertion  of  the  attor- 
neys. 

Question.  Was  there,  so  far  as  you  could  learn,  any  objection  to  your  holding  the  po- 
sition, except  your  political  sentiments  and  the  active  part  you  had  taken  in  behalf  of 
the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  None,  whatever,  sir. 

Question.  You  may  now  resume  your  statement  as  to  the  causes  that  led  you  to 
resign. 

Answer.  I  was  speaking  at  the  time  of  these  propositions,  and  anticipating  what  the 
results  would  be.  Now  then,  I  come  back  to  the  time  in  which  the  Ku-Klux  moved  me — 
on  the  night  of  the  19th  or  24th— I  am  not  positive  which ;  I  have  a  note  of  the  time, 
however,  elsewhere.  I  went  to  several  parties,  who  had  been  my  warm  personal 
friends,  during  that  day.  During  that  morning,  however,  I  was  very  much  excited,  of 
course,  when  I  heard  the  firing.  I  was  not  excited  till  I  saw  the  firing  into  my  little 
daughter's  room.  I  then  'came  up  the  street.  I  had  an  idea  who  the  Ku-Klux  were. 
I  met  two  or  three  of  them,  and  I  demanded  satisfaction.  Of  course  I  did  not  state 
*'  You  were  there  to  Ku-Klux  me,"  but,  said  I,  '^  I  am  here  prepared  to  fight  any  five  of 
you  damned  assassins  here,  in  broad  daylight,  that  came  and  attempted  to  murder  my 
child.  As  for  me,  my  life  is  worth  but  little,  perhaps,  but  you  have  committed  an  out- 
rage upon  a  little  innocent  girl,  and,  damn  you,  I  would  sooner  die  on  these  streets 
than  live  a  minute.  Now,  if  you  have  got  one  particle  of  bravery  about  you,  come  now, 
and  any  five  of  you  give  me  a  show  for  my  life,  and  I  will  settle  the  question  here. 
Any  men  that  will  go  about  in  this  manner,  I  look  upon  a^  cowards  and  villains,  and 
therefore  one  of  them  would  not  fight,  but  maybe  five  of  you  will  tak6up  this  fight." 
I  went  on  up  to  the  office.  After  a  little  while  I  became  more  calm.  I,  of  course,  now 
was  armed.  I  want  to  make  this  statement :  I  armed  myself  thoroughly  before  I  left 
the  house  to  come  up  the  street,  after  I  saw  this  outrage  of  shooting  into  my  little 
daughter's  bed-room.  I  armed  myself  thoroughly,  and  intended  to  sacrifice  my  life 
if  I  could  get  any  of  these  villains  to  come  out  on  the  street ;  that  was  my  full  inten- 
tion. I  knew  I  would  be  killed  when  anything  commenced,  but  I  intended  to  do  it 
boldly  and  squarely.  I  went  to  my  office,  and  after  I  became  a  little  more  quiet  and 
calm,  several  came  to  me  and  talked  the  matter  over.  A  great  number  of  the  very 
l^^st  citizens  said  to  me,  "  I  regret  this  very  much,"  &c.  That  passed  on.  That  night 
I  was  advised  by  a  negro  man  that  I  had  better  not  stay  there ;  that  they  would  be 
back  again.  I  went  to  the  woods ;  took  my  shawl  and  staid  until  about  daybreak 
next  morning,  and  then  returned  again  to  town.    It  was  on  Wednesday  this  occurred. 


Hosted  by 


Googk 


ALABAMA SUB-COMMITTEE.  1275 

On  Wednesday  night  I  went  to  the  woods.  On  Thursday  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
excitement  throughout  the  town ;  still  I  was  advised  again  hy  some  respectable  gentle- 
man there  that  I  had  better  not  be  caught  either  at  Mrs.  Nuttiug^s  or  elsewhere,  be- 
cause I  would  certainly  be  murdered.    I  went  to  the  woods  again. 

Question.  What  month  was  this  in  ? 

Answer.  In  the  month  of  January,  1871.  On  Friday,  the  usual  visits  from  respect- 
able gentlemen  and  attorneys,  &c.;  the  sheriff  called  on  me  to  make  a  statement  to  the 
governor  of  the  State,  and  also  to  request  Mr.  Tucker  to  make  a  statement  to  Governor 
E.  B.  Lindsay  as  to  what  had  occurred,  which  I  did  in  a  very  short,  concise  letter— 
that  I  had  been  outraged,  &c. ;  I  do  not  remember  now  the  phraseology.  The  sub- 
stance of  it  was,  simply,  that  I  had  been  outraged,  and  by  a  body  of  disguised  men. 
The  sheriff  made  a  thorough  report,  attested  by  one  or  two  other  citizens,  to  Governor 
R.  B.  Lindsay. 

Question.  What  action  was  taken  upon  that  report  and  upon  your  application  ? 

Answer,  Governor  Lindsay,  after  he  received  that  report,  wrote  to  Colonel  Allen  C. 
Jones,  Mr.  J.  H.  Y.  Webb,  Colonel  Hugh  W.  Watt— he  named  over  one  or  two  other 
gentlemen — asking  them  to  organize  a  militia  at  once  for 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  this  a  circular  ? 

Answ€fi\  It  was  simply  a  letter  to  those  gentlemen  addressed  to  Colonel  Jones.  Col- 
onel Jones  showed  it  to  several  parties.  This  letter  was  for  them  to  organize  a  militia 
of  the  best  men  in  the  town  to  put  down  these  outrages.  I  was  told  that  Colonel 
Jones  said  that  he  dare  not  do  anything  of  that  kind,  because  he  was  still  under  disa- 
bilities, and  that  he  had  been  a  confederate  soldier,  and,  therefore,  could  not  and  would 
not  do  anything  in  the  way  of  raising  a  company. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  any  company  raised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Now,  on  Saturday  after  the  night  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  there,  a 
committee  of  several  gentlemen,  of  my  old  personal  friends  from  the  country,  came  to 
me  and  were  in  my  office,  and  a  Mr.  Thomas  Armstrong — he  has  a  middle  name,  but  I 
do  not  know  what  it  is — whose  family  physician  I  had  been  for  some  years,  came  to 
my  room,  and  took  me  privately,  and  said,  'M  must  converse  with  you;  I  must  see 
you."  We  went  into  the  room,  and  said  he,  ''  Sir,  as  your  personal  friend,  I  came  to 
warn  you  to  leave  this  town  ;  you  will  certainly  be  assassinated,  and  those  of  us  here 
would  deprecate  such  a  thing  very  much.  Your  friends  would  deprecate  such  a  thing 
very  much."  Said  I,  ''  Mr.  Armstrong,  I  can  do  nothing ;  I  have  no  means  ;  here  is  my 
property,"  &c.  Says  he,  "  If  the  people  would  come  and  give  you  means  to  leave  on 
mortgage  for  your  house  and  lot,  perhaps  some  arrangement  of  that  kind  can  be  made; 
but,"  said  he,  "  If  you  were  to  hear  what  was  going  on  down  town  among  the  people — 
the  country  people  that  have  come  in  from  certain  sections  of  the  county— I  am  satis- 
fied you  would  not  stay  here."  Says  I,  "  Mr.  Armstrong,  I  leave  here  every  night  and 
go  to  the  woods,  and  I  have  a  few  faithful  negroes  that  stand  as  a  guard  over  me,  and 
I  get  a  little  sleep  in  that  way,  or  have  been  doing  so,  but  what  to  do  I  do  not  know." 
Says  he,  "  Will  you  permit  me  to  go  and  get  a  committee  of  citizens  to  wait  on  you  ?" 
I  said,  "  Certainly."  He  went  down  town,  and  he  selected  Colonel  John  G.  Harvey, 
of  the  Alabama  Beacon,  Dr.  Woodsworth,  a  professor  then  in  the  Southern  Meth- 
odist University,  and  Mr.  A.  S.  Jeffries,  and  Mr.  John  Henry  Webb,  I  think,  was 
in  the  committee,  and  one  or  two  others,  I  think,  whose  names  I  do  not  remember  dis- 
tinctly, were  in  the  committee.  Before  that  committeearrived,  however,  Mr.  Watt  and 
Mr.  Harris  Tinker — Mr.  Tinker  in  whose  family  I  have  .practiced  for  ten  or  twelve  years — 
came  into  my  private  room,  and  when  the  time  arrived,  they  walked  in,  and  the  co.m- 
mittee  said  to  those  gentlemen,  "  You  can  take  a  seat  here,  also,  because  what  we  come 
here  for  is  of  public  interest."  I  do  not  remember  which  of  these  gentlemen  first  ini- 
tiated the  conversation  as  to  the  object  of  their  visit ;  but,  at  all  events,  this  question 
was  propounded  to  me:  ''Do  you  conceive  yourself  to  be  in  danger?"  &c.,  &c.  Said 
I,  "'Gentlemen,  you  know  better  whether  I  am  in  danger  than  I  do."  "Well,  we  citi- 
zens do  not  approve  of  this  course,  &c.,  but  we  cannot  stopit,  and  we  regret  it,"  &c. 
I  am  satisfied  that  language  came  from  Colonel  John  G.  Harvey,  and  it  was  sincere, 
for  he  meant  every  word  that  he  said,  so  far  as  his  own  opinion  was  concerned.  The 
question  arose  as  to  my  borrowing  money  on  a  mortgage  on  my  property ;  that  my 
property  was  entirely  unencumbered.  I  replied  to  him  that  I  would  not  give  a  mort- 
gage on  my  property  for  the  purpose  of  getting  barely  money  enough  to  get  away ; 
that  I  would  have  the  same  trouble  in  getting  back  there  to  dispose  of  my  property 
and  what  interests  I  had  there  that  I  have  now.  Mr.  Jeffries  then  remarked,  "  Money  is 
viry  scarce  here,  and  I  don^t  think  we  could  raise  money  enough  to  purchase  your 
property."  Said  I,  "  Mr.  Jeffries,  if  you  are  disposed — if  you  propose  to  force  me  to  this 
measure — you  could  very  well  give  me  notes  I  could  deposit,  payable  in  bank,  and  let 
me  draw  from  thence  such  an  amount  as  will  be  necessary  to  get  me  out  of  the  country,'* 
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He  says,  "  What  do  you  ask  for  your  property  ?"  "  Well,  sir,"  said  I,  "  I  will  leave  it  to 
any  two  men ;  you  select  one  and  I  one — to  show  you  that  I  am  nofc  disposed  to  put  any- 
thing in  the  way  of  bringing  about  any  more  troubles ;  any  two  men,  you  select  one  and 
I  the  other,  shall  fix  the  price  of  this  property."  They  acceded  to  that,  and  thought  they 
could  pay  me  on  the  Ist  of  next  January.  They  asked  who  I  would  select.  I  told  them, 
of  course  I  would  select  Mr.  Tucker,  my  brother-in-law  ;  that,  in  any  emergency,  he 
would  be  my  administrator  or  executor,  and  I  preferred  him  to  act  for  me.  They  acceded 
to  it,  and  the  writing  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  J.  T.  Walker.  Some  week  or  ten  days  now 
elapsed  while  this  discussion  was  going  on  and  subscriptions  from  the  different  citizens 
for  the  purchase  of  my  property.  In  the  meantime,  the  colored  people  became  very 
much  excited,  and  sent  a  committee  to  Montgomery,  who  waited  on  Mr.  George  M. 
Duskin  there,  our  representative,  and,  I  believe,  made'application  to  Governor  Lindsay, 
and  Governor  Lindsay  said  he  would  like  to  see  me.  The  committee  of  colored  people 
returned,  and  told  me  what  Mr.  Duskin  and  what  Governor  Lindsay  had  said  to  him  to  be 
said  to  the  committee,  what  Governor  Lindsay  had  said  to  Mr.  Duskin  for  him  to  repeat 
to  the  committee.  That  I  received  on  Saturday  evening,  and  on  Monday  morning  I 
started  for  Montgomery.  I  reached  Montgomery,  and  I  met  Governor  Lindsay.  I  first 
saw  Mr.  Duskin.  I  met  Governor  Lindsey,  I  think,  in  the  Exchange  Hotel.  Governor 
Lindsey  remarked  to  me  that  he  regretted  this  occurrence  very  much  and  said,  '*  What 
can  I  do  ?  '^  "  Well,  sir,"  said  I,  '^  I  do  not  know."  "  Well,  what  do  you  desire  me  to 
do  ?  "  '*  Nothing  in  the  world,  governor,  but  what  every  citizen  is  entitled  to — the 
protection  of  his  xierson  and  property."  "  Well,  sir,"  said  he,  "  I  will  see  you  to-mor- 
row." This  was  in  the  evening.  I  saw  Governor  Lindsay  the  next  day  and  I  told 
him  the  propositions  that  were  going  on  for  my  resignation,  &c.,  and  that  I  considered 
it  absolutely  essential  to  preserve  my  life  to  resign  and  get  away,  and  the  negotiations 
tljat  were  going  on.  Said  he,  *'  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  J.  T.  Walker,  stating 
that  your  course  there  as  an  officer  was  entirely  acceptable  to  the  people,  but  that  you 
are  inimical  as  a  republican,"  and,  said  he,  '^  I  have  also  had  some  conversation  with 
my  democratic  friends,  and  I  cannot  accept  your  resignation."  "  Then,"  said  I,  '^  Gov- 
ernor, will  you  give  me  protection  ?  "  ^'  Well,"  said  he,  "  What  can  I  do  ?  "  ''  Well, 
sir,  you  have  the  authority ;  you  are  the  executive  of  the  State,  and  I  think  you 
are  in  possession  of  full  authority  to  protect  its  citizens."  Said  Governor  Lindsay 
to  me,  "Do  you  wish  to  resign?"  "No,  sir;  I  do  not  wish  to  resign  if  I  can  be 
protected.  All  I  have  is  there ;  my  home  is  there  ;  the  grave  of  my  wife  is  there  ; 
my  child  is  there,  and  all  that  I  have ;  all  that  I  think  dearest  to  me  on  earth  is 
right  there,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  resign  except  to  save  mj  life.  Of  course,  when 
my  life  becomes  a  question  in  the  balance,  then  I  will  resign  or  do  anything  to 
preserve  it."  "  Well,  sir,  you  go  back  home.  I  have  written" — and  then  he  alluded 
to  this  letter — "  to  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  your  place,  and  the  papers,  &c.,  have 
taken  this  matter  in  hand,  and  I  think  that  public  sentiment  will  soon  frown  this  down 
and  that  we  will  soon  have  peace,"  alluding  to  an  article  in  the  Selma  Times.  Said  I, 
"  Governor,  that  is  very  good  on  paper,  but  it  don't  do  well  where  a  man's  life  is  in- 
volved." "  Well,  sir, ''  said  he,  "  that  is  all  I  can  do ;  and  let  me  assure  you  I  have  the 
most  friendly  feeling  for  you,"  &c.  I  returned  home,  and  this  negotiation  was  going 
on,  but  still  had  not  been  perfected,  and  to  bring  the  matter  of  the  negotiation  to  an 
end  at  last  it  was  concluded,  within  a  few  days  after  I  got  home,  for  the  disposal  of  my 
property  at  a  greatly  reduced  price.  The  men  we  had  selected  failing  to  agree, 
called  in  a  third  man.  I  then  requested  of  this  committee  to  tell  me  how  long  they 
would  allow  me  to  close  my  business.  I  got  Mr.  Walker,  who  was  now  representing 
me  in  the  matter,  a  strong,  ardent  democrat,  to  ask  the  committee  how  long  they 
would  permit  me — what  time  they  would  permit  me  to  settle  up  my  business — to  close 
up  my  matters  there.  He  went  and  saw  several  of  the  gentlemen,  and  tbey  said  they 
did  not  suppose  they  would  be  in  a  hurry  about  it ;  they  would  allow  me  some  time, 
but  they  all  suggested  that  I  had  better  do  it  as  soon  as  possible.  The  sale  was  con- 
cluded, the  titles  all  examined  by  their  attorneys,  and  the  sale  of  my  property  was 
concluded  at  $5,500 — a  property  that  had  sold  at  $6,700  at  public  outcry  in  1866  ;  but 
that  was  the  best  that  could  be  done,  my  brother-in-law  told  me,  and  therefore  he 
thought  it  was  better  to  take  it  and  make  the  sacrifice  of  the  difference.  I,  of  course, 
acceded  to  what  he  said.  I  then  went,  afterward,  and  disposed  of  what  prop- 
erty I  had  there — a  number  of  horses  and  vehicles,  &c.  I  thought  I  could  not 
house  them  well.  I  did  it  in  a  few  days,  and  .left  a  race-track  on  the  fair- 
ground I  was  building  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  on  which  I  had  ex- 
pended a  large  amount  of  money,  without  any  sale  or  any  supervision  what- 
ever, I  had  some  mares  that  I  concluded  to  send  to  Kentucky  to  breed,  which  I 
did.  On  Saturday  morning,  after  I  started  with  them,  Mr.  John  Henry  Webb 
came  to  Mr.  Horace  Tinker  and  told  him  I  had  better  not  stay  in  town  that  night ;  that 
m^  horses  had  gone,  and  that  the  bitterness  was  growing  worse  rather  than  better.  I 
went  to  Mr.  Webb  myself,  and  took  him  in  the  back  room  of  D.  F.  McCreery  &  Co.'s 
store,  and  said,  "  What  authority  have  you  for  saying  I  am  not  safe  ?  I  would  like  to 
spejid  one  or  two  nights  with  my  family  before  I  go,  at  least ;  "  for  here  let  me  say  I 
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have  not  slept  in  a  house  where  white  i)eople  live  from  the  time  of  this  outrage  hut 
once  or  twice,  and  that  was  in  the  country,  harring  the  time  when  I  went  to  Mont- 
gomery, from  the  time  of  that  outrage,  always  going,  sometimes  away  off  two  or  three 
miles,  but  went  at  night  to  negro  cabins,  the  negroes  very  kindly  volunteering  to  guard 
me,  standing  as  guards  to  advise  me  of  the  approach  of  these  parties.  Some  of  th^ 
houses  to  which  I  went  I  can  state.  Perhaps  it  would  not  be  well  for  the  negroes  there 
that  I  would  state  it,  but  I  can  state  the  negroes'  houses  where  I  went,  where  I  was 
invited,  and  where  the  poor  people  did  the  very  best  they  could  for  me  after  being 
exhausted ;  and  I  have  contracted  by  the  exposure  a  disease  in  my  legs — erysipelas — in 
my  extremities,  the  marks  of  which  are  here  on  my  legs.  Here  are  some  of  the  others. 
[The  witness  raises  his  pantaloons,  showing  scars  and  scabs  on  his  lower  extremities, 
below  the  knees.]    I  contracted  this  by  laying  out  in  the  frost  and  rain  in  the  woods. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  How  many  nights  in /all  were  you  out  ? 

Answer.  I  lay  in  the  woods,  in  all,  I  think,  seven  nights,  that  I  was  not  under  any 
cover  or  shelter  whatever.  The  balance  of  the  time,  about  eight  or  nine  nights,  I  was 
part  of  the  time  in  negro  cabins,  and  part  of  the  time  in  the  woods.  I  would  walk 
and  stay  in  the  woods,  and  lay  down  with  a  shawl,  with  one  or  two  faithful  negroes 
near  me,  so  as  to  advise  me  on  the  approach  of  any  person.  During  this  time  several 
parties  came  on  my  lot,  hunting  around  for  me ;  so  the  negroes  informed  me  when  I 
came  home  in  the  daylight — that  so  many  men  were  prowling  about  daring  the  night. 
That  still  kept  me  on  the  alert. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  weather  during  this  time  that  you  were 
compelled  to  lie  out  in  the  w^oods  ? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  about  this,  that  there  were  three  nights  that  it  rained ; 
the  balance  of  the  nights  it  was  cold ;  sometimes  cold  and  cloudy,  and  sometimes  cold 
and  frosty ;  very  cold ;  that  is,  at  night ;  but  three  nights  it  rained  all  night,  so  that 
when  I  came  in  in  the  morning,  as  Mr.  James  E.  Greggs  will  tell  you,  I  was  as  wet  as 
if  I  had  been  laying  in  the  river,  rather  than  in  the  w  oods. 

Question.  You  had  no  shelter  in  the  woods  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever.  On  this  Saturday  night — returning  now  to  where  I  left 
Mr.  Webb — Mr.  Webb  told  me,  "  I  have  heard  enough  to  satisfy  me  that  you  are  in 
great  danger,  very  great  danger,  by  remaining  here  to-night."  That  I  think  was 
about  the  evening  of  the  14th  of  March.  I  think  that  was  the  date.  I  think  I  started 
my  horses  Saturday  morning,  the  14th  of  March,  and  that  was  t^e  afternoon  Mr.  Webb 
remarked  to  me,  "  Tom  " — that  is  his  cousin,  Thomas  E.  Webb,  an  attorney — ^'  has  said 
to  me  that  he  has  heard  enough."  Said  I,  "  Mr.  Webb,  it  is  hard  I  cannot  spend  one ' 
or  two  nights  with  my  family  before  I  leave  here,  and  see  them.  I  would  sooner  die 
than  to  be  in  this  situation.'^  "  Well,  sir,"  said  he,  ''  I  just  told  you  what  I  have  heard. 
Of  course,  you  can  pursue  what  course  you  please,  but  my  advice  for  you,  Doctor,  is  to 
go."  Mr.  Tinker  came  to  me  and  said,  "  You  go  and  get  a  horse,  and  go  down  the  back 
street  to  my  house,  and  if  a  man  comes  there,  he  will  have  to  walk  over  my  dead  body 
before  he  shall  disturb  you."  I  told  him  I  appreciated  it  very  highly,  and  I  Went  and 
borrowed  a  horse  from  Mr.  Allen — my  horses  having  all  been  sent  off — from  Mr.  Allen,  who 
was  occupying  a  room  in  my  building,  opposite  Squire  Griggs's  room.  I  took  down 
the  back  street,  and  was  to  meet  him  out  of  town,  which  I  did.  He  leaving  nearly 
the  same  time,  caught  me  about  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town. 

Question.  Mr.  Tinker  was  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Harris  Tinker  always  was  a  democrat. . 

Question.  Webb,  also  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  both  personal  friends  to  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  both.  Mr.  Tinker  is  a  devoted  personal  friend  of  mine.  I  have 
been  the  family  physician  in  his  mother's  family  and  Dr.  Hill's  family,  his  brother-in- 
law,  and  Pole's  family,  brother-in-law  of  Tinker,  for  twelve  years.  I  remained  at  his 
house  until  Sunday  evening. 

Question.  He  lived  in  the  country,  I  understand  ? 

Ansiver.  Nine  miles  in  the  country.  Sunday  evening  I  returned  home  a  little  after 
dark,  intending  to  leave  on  Monday  morning,  for  Kentucky  with  my  horses,  having 
allowed  my  horses  two  days  to  reach  Selma,  where  I  shipped  them  from  there  to 
Louisville,  Kentucky.  I  had  started  my  horses  on  Saturday,  you  will  observe.  I  came 
home  on  Sunday  night.  Two  or  three  colored  people  were  there  volunteering  to  guard 
me  all  night.  I  sat  up  and  talked  to  the  family  until,  I  reckon,  about  12  or  1  o'clock 
that  night.  I  then  went  into  a  little  room,  where  I  could  make  my  escape  in  case  any 
noise  came  up,  and  once  during  the  night  the  colored  man,  George  Jackson,  who  was 
guarding  that  portion  of  the  lot,  told  me  that  he  heard  some  horses  going  up  street. 
Several  horsemen  rode  up  street,  and  right  by  there.    Then  some  ten  or  twelve  negroes 
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armed  and  guarded  me  to  the  railroad  depot,  a  little  over  a  half  mile  from  Mrs.  Nut- 
tinges  residence.     I  then  took  the  cars  and  went  on  to  Selma. 

Question.  That  was  Monday  morning? 

A7isiver,  Yes,  sir,  Monday  morning.  At  Selma  I  found  my  horses  awaiting  me,  and  I 
put  them  aboard  the  cars  and  went  from  there  to  Louisville  with  them.  That  is,  I 
think,  a  succinct  history  of  all  the  important  features,  of  that  matter.  The  persecu- 
tion of  the  Ku-Klux  in  that  country  was  not  only  to  myself,  but  to  others.  I  saw  the 
first  Ku-Klux  in  1868.  They  rode  and  hied  around  my  house ;  it  was  a  beautiful  moon- 
light night.  There  were  eighteen,  I  think,  on  that  occasion.  Mr.  Tucker  and  myself 
got  up  and  looked  out  of  the  window,  and  saw  them,  though  they  did  not  attempt  any 
harm  to  me. 

Question.  That  was  in  1868  ? 

Answer.  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight.  I  had  received  during  that  time,  I 
think,  eleven  different  notices  from  the  Ku-Klux  organization. to  leave  the  country,  or 
that  they  would  go  for  me. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  you  any  of  those  notices  with  you  ? 

Answer.  I  have  a  number  of  them  in  my  trunk  in  Greensborough,  where  I  expected  to 
go ;  where  I  thought,  if  I  was  examined,  the  committee  would  examine  me,  and  then 
expected  to  produce  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  they  uniform  in  language  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  first  one  was  a  printed  circular.  ^*  It  is  ordered  by" — I  cannot 
"Ijegin  to  go  over  it.  It  went  over  a  rigmarole  of  "grand  cyclops''  and  ''caverns  and 
shadows  of  death,"  and  a  lot  of  bombast  that  was  rolled  up  into  the  form  of  an  order. 

Questio7i.  What  was  the  substance  of  the  order;  that  you  must  leave  the  country? 

Ansiver.  That  I  must  leave  the  country  at  once,  or  that  when  they  came  there  their 
mission  was  blood,  and  that  they  intended  to  avenge  the  death  of  the  soldiers,  &e. ;  I* 
forget  now ;  there  was  an  expression  there  I  have  forgotten. 

Question.  Any  embellishment  or  devices  on  this  circular  ? 

Ansiver.  None  that  I  recollect  on  that  one.  I  received  then  a  letter  on  or  about  the 
4th  of  Julyj  1868,  that  was  addressed  to  me,  on  which  there  was  a  picture  resembliug 
the  picture  on  these  strychnine  bottles  in  drug-stores,  which  is  two  thigh-bones  cross- 
ing each  other  immediately  under  a  naked  skull,  and  then  written  under  that,  "  Behold 
what  you  will  be  in  a  few  days,"  or  '*  Behold  your  doom  in  a  few  days,"  and  then  went 
on  stating  to  me,  ''  If  you  remain,"  &c.,  '^  what  you  may  expect." 

Question.  How  was  that  signed  ? 

Answer.  That  was  signed,  ''By  order  of  the  grand  cyclops,  in  the  caverns  of  death." 

Question.  This  was  received,  you  say,  about  the  4th  of  July,  1868  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  about  the  4th  of  July,  1868. 

Question.  How  long  was  that  after  you  had  entered  on  the  discharge  of  your  duties 
as  judge  of  probate  ? 

Answer.  But  a  short  time.  I  think  I  entered  upon  my  duties  of  probate  some  time 
along  in  the  1st  of  July.  This  notice,  however,  was  received  immediately  the  morning 
after  the  4th  of  July,  after  we  had  had  a  celebration,  and  some  eight  or  ten  thousand 
colored  persons  were  there,  togetlier  with  those  who  indorsed  the  Union,  &c.  We  "had 
had  a  large  celebration,  and  I  had  made  a  little  4th  of  July  speech.  There  was  some 
other  person  of  prominence  made  a  speech  there  on  that  occasion.  I  do  not  remember 
whether  it  was  Mr.  Reynolds. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  had  not  entered  upon  your  duties  as  judge  of  probate  at  the  time  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir,  I  had  not.    I  then — during  the  fall  of  1868, 1  think  it  was — canvassed 
this  district  for  Hays.    That  was  the  fall  of  his  first  nomination. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  The  fall  of  1868  ? 
Answer.  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  not  he  make  his  first  canvass  in  1869  ? 

Answer.  Was  it  1869  ?  Well,  then  I  assumed  the  duties  of  my  office,  and  there  was 
nothing  more  of  material  consequence,  except  the  usual  amount  of  cursing  and  insult 
that  I  would  receive  going  up  and  down  street.  These  remarks,  I  think,  are :  "  There 
goes  that  damned  radical,"  and,  *^  God  damn  him,  we'll  get  him  some  of  these  days/' 
an^  all  such  asi)ersions  as  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Would  this  be  said  b^  persons  you  knew  ? 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  1279 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  these  Ku-Klux  notices— did  they  continue  to  flow  in  ? 

A7iswer.  There  were  no  more  came  until  during  that  fall.  The  colored  people,  in  the 
fall  of  the  year,  and  some  of  the  white  people,  asked  me  to  make  a  labor  speech  to  the 
colored  people.     I  do  not  remember  what  month  in  the  fall  of  the  year  that  was. 

Question.  You  think  it  was  the  year  1868  ? 

Answer.  I  know  it  was  1868  that  I  made  the  first  labor  speech  there.  I  told  the  col- 
ored people,  if  they  desired  it,  I  would  do  so.  I  addressed  the  colored  people  there ;  a 
large  number  of  planters  were  there,  all  very  much  pleased  at  the  address. 

Question.  I  was  going  to  inquire  of  you,  before  we  passed  away  from  that  topic,  if 
anj^  exception  was  taken  by  the  white  people  to  the  sentiments  you  advocated  or  ex- 
pressed in  your  4th  of  July  speech.    Did  they  claim  that  it  was  inflammatory  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  mischievous? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  that  has  ever  been  attributed  to  me  by  but  one  man 
in  Hale  County — that  I  made  an  inflammatory  speech.  I  think  you  may  select  every 
democrat  there,  every  honorable  gentleman — there  are  democrats  there  far  from  honor- 
able— you  may  select  any  democrat  of  respectability  that  has  ever  heard  any  speech  of 
mine,  either  political  or  4th  of  July,  and  I  do  not  think  you  can  get  one  to  say  I  made 
an  inflammatory  speech. 

Question.  You  were  speaking  of  the  labor  speech,  and  the  commendation  it  received 
from  prominent  democrats. 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  Prominent  democrats  came  to  me  afterward,  and  said,  ^^You 
have  told  the  negroes  the  very  thing  I  would  have  told  them."  Many  of  my  personal 
friends  came  to  me  and  congratulated  me  on  that,  and  said  if  all  the  damned  radicals 
were  like  I  was  there  would  be  some  living  chance  in  the  country. 

Question,  If  I  understand,  you  did  not  belong  to  the  class  known  as  carpet-bagger, 
but  belonged  to  the  classification  known  as  scalawag  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  a  scalawag. 

Question.  The  objection  was  that  you  took  an  office  under  this  new  constitution,  and 
your  constituency  were  negroes. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  it,  and  the  Ku-Klux  proclaimed  that  no  man  should  hold 
office  where  he  was  elected  by  negroes ;  that  it  was  not  the  representation  of  the  peo- 
ple, but  that  it  was  the  representation  of  the  usurpation  of  the  Government  power 
that  had  conferred  upon  a  lot  of  damned  monkeys  and  baboons  the  right  of  suffrage, 
and  as  a  people  they  would  not  submit  to  it,  and  that  was  the  object  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Ku-Klux,  or  one  of  its  objects. 

Question.  You  were  connected  by  marriage,  too,  with  one  of  the  first  families  in  the 
county,  were  you  not,  all  of  the  members  of  which  were  of  the  democratic  persua- 
sion ? 

A^iswer.  Yes,  sir,  every  one. 

Question.  And  you  were  thoroughly  identified  with  that  community  in  all  of  your 
interests? 

Answer.  Everything  I  had  in  the  world  was  Tight  there,  and  had  been  accumulated 
there. 

Question.  And  you  had  given  four  years  of  service,  in  your  medical  capacity,  to  the 
confederate  government? 

Anhver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  sum  the  whole  matter  up,  was  there  any  ground  of  opposition  to  your 
holding  office,  excejjt  the  single  one  that  you  were  a  republican,  and  held  office  under 
the  new  constitution  ? 

Ansiver.  None  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  In  that  connection,  doctor,  I  would  like  to  ask  another  question.  Is  it  not 
a  fact  that,  at  the  time  of  your  election,  you  were  elected  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
voters  of  your  county,  and  that  there  has  been  a  large  republican  majority  in  your 
county  ever  since  your  election  ? 

Ansiver.  I  wilF state  this  in  answer  to  your  question,  Mr.  Buckley:  The  registration 
of  Hale  County  was  between  4,400  and  4,600.  There  was  polled  at  the  election  3,520 
votes.  Out  of  that  i  received  3,519  votes,  I  think.  I  went  up  the  highest.  I  was 
the  highest  candidate  by  several  votes  on  the  ticket — several  white  men ;  the  white 
men  that  voted  there. 

Question.  At  the  election  for  President  in  1868,  was  not  there  a  large  republican 
majority  in  the  county  ? 

Ansiver.  In  that  election  I  think  the  majority  was  a  little  above  2,200. 

Question.  Was  not  the  majority  about  equal  to  that  in  the  next  congressional  election 
in  1869? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Hays  did  not  get  quite — if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  he  lacked 
fifty  or  sixty  votes  of  getting  the  majority  oi  the  presidential  election. 
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Question.  What  was  your  majority  on  the  State  election  last  year  ? 

Answer.  It  was  increased  sixty  or  seventy  votes  on  the  presidential  election. 

Question.  So  that  it  is  a  fact  you  have  upward  of  2,000  republican  majority  con- 
stantly ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  majority  there  has  been  regularly  above  2,200  votes,  and 
despite  of  all  the  intimidation.  There  are  usually  from  three  to  five  hundred  colored 
people  that  refuse  to  vote,  because  they  said  they  would  be  turned  out  of  their  homes. 
This  was  a  threat  during  the  presidential,  as  well  as  during  the  last  election — that  they 
would  be  turned  away  from  their  homes,  and  they  came  to  me  and  made  this  excuse, 
that  they  could  not  vote  securely,  and  therefore  they  would  prefer  not  voting  at  all, 
and  they  do  not  vote. 

Question.  But  it  is  a  fact  that  you  held  your  office  by  a  majority,  a  large  majority,  of 
the  voters  of  your  county  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  did. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Dr.  Blackford,  what  is  your  information  as  to  the  numbers  of  this  band 
that  made  the  visit  to  your  house  and  to  your  office  in  January  ? 

Ansiver.  The  lowest  estimate  was  from  sixty  to  seventy.  Sixty  was  the  lowest ;  sev- 
enty was  the  highest.    Between  sixty  and  seventy  was  the  usual  expression. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  they  wore  the  disguises  of  the  regular  Ku-Klufe 
Klan? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now  you  may  tell  the  committee  what  knowledge  or  information  you  have 
of  the  existence,  at  that  time,  or  at  any  time  previous,  in  Hale  County,  of  this  organi- 
sation known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  during  the  time  between  their  visit  to  me — between  the  time  of 
their  visit  and  the  time  T  left  for  Kentucky  with  my  horses — there  was  a  confederate 
general,  a  warm  personal  friend  of  mine,  too]j  me  into  his  room  at  the  hotel  at  Greens- 
borough,  and  remarked  to  me,  in  the  course  of  his  conversation,  "  This  organization  is 
thorough  in  these  negro  counties,  as  much  so  as  it  can  be."  He  went  on  and  named 
Hale,  Greene,  Tuscaloosa,  Sumter,  and  all  the  southwestern  counties  that  were  largely 
populated  with  negroes ;  that  the  organization  had — I  forget  the  exact  amount — but  it 
seems  to  me  he  stated  |500,000  in  its  treasury  ;  that  the  capitation  tax  on  each  mem- 
ber was  50  cents  per  week,  and  that  they  had  their  county  organizations  and  their 
district  organizations;  that  the  districts  were  presided  over  by  a  superior  officer,  and 
then  they  had  their  State  organization  ;  that  they  had  expended  a  large  amount  of 
money  for  police  duty,  and  that  the  object  of  the  organization  was  to  jmt  down  negro 
suffrage. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  that  general  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  give  you  his  name ;  it  was  a  private  conversation. 

Question.  You  will  have  to  give  it. 

Answer.  For  he  remarked  to  me  in  that  conversation  in  the  hotel,  ^'  If  what  I  was 
communicating  to  you  was  known  I  would  be  murdered  })efore  twenty-four  hours."  I 
was  asked  simply  for  the  information  I  had,  and  I  am  giving  you  the 

Mr.  Blair.  I  do  not  think  that  is  any  excuse  for  not  giving  the  name.  I  ask  that 
the  witness  be  compelled  to  answer  the  question. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  say  this  was  communicated  to  you  in  the  confidence  of  private  friend- 
ship? 

Answer.  I  was  taken  up  into  the  hotel  in  Green sborough,  and  into  a  room  that  this  gen- 
tleman occupied,  and  he  said  to  me,  "Now,  I  am  going  to  communicate  to  you  certain 
facts  ]  that  if  they  were  repeated  I  could  not  live  twenty-four  hours ;  but  I  want  to 
show  you  now — I  want  to  tell  you  these  things  in  connection  with  some  other  facts 
that  I  intimated  to  you  some  time  ago." 

Question.  You  say  he  was  an  intimate  personal  friend  of  yours? 

Answer.  He  was,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  do  not  feel  free  to  violate  his  confidence  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  do  it,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Would  you  have  any  objection  to  giving  the  name  privately  to  General 
Blair  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  When  I  was  making  this  statement  I  proposed  to  make  it,  first, 
fiom  my  information  as  to  this  organization,  and  then  I  proposed  to  continue  from  that 
source  of  information  to  others.  That  would  be  a  direct  violation  of  confidence,  and 
one  that  would  involve  him,  and  I  woj^ld  sooner  involve  myself  than  him.    He  so 
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expressed  himself  before  he  commenced  the  conversation,  and  I  would  sooner  suffer 
mj\self  than  have  him  to  sufler. 

The  Chairman.  I  do  not  think,  general,  that  a  man  under  such  circumstances  as  Dr. 
Blackford  shoukl  be  required  to  divulge  the  name.  I  do  not  think  I  would,  under  any 
circumstances,  divulge  what  was  communicated  to  me  in  confidence,  under  the  condi- 
tion this  was  communicated  to  him. 

The  Witness.  I  will  just  state  this  further  in  connection  with  that.  When  he 
invited  me  to  his  room  he  said,  '^  I  understand  you  have  to  lay  in  the  woods  ;  if  you  go 
to  my  room  I  will  guard  you  to-night,  and  you  can  get  at  least  one  night's  sleep."  He 
saw  my  jaded  condition  and  made  that  proposition.  I  went  to  his  room,  and  he  made 
this  statement  to  me,  and  told  me  at  the  same  time,  ^'  If  I  was  known  to  have  made 
this  statement  to  you  I  could  not  live  until  to-morrow  night." 

Mr.  Blair.  I  do  not  see  that  people  are  bound  to  keep  any  confidence  with  those  who 
are  reported  as  murderers.  It  has  been  distinctly  repudiated  by  this  committee, 
and  men  have  been  summoned  before  Congress,  in  Washington,  and  are  now  being 
summoned  there,  to  compel  them  to  answer  just  such  questions,  disclosing  who  these 
people  are. 

The  Chairman.  I  remember  the  very  last  case  examined  by  the  committee,  a  wit- 
ness from  North  Carolina,  who  folded  his  arms  and  refused  to  give  any  information, 
and  he  was  discharged. 

Mr.  Blair.  Mr.  Saunders  was  discharged  by  this  committee,  with  an  order  that 
he  should  be  reported  to  Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  him  and  compelling 
him  to  answer. 

Mr.  Buckley.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  there  are  several  iHStances  where,  during  the 
examination,  this  has  been  allowed.  Witnesses  have  not  been  obliged  to  divulge  names 
of  parties  from  whom  they  obtain  information.    That  is  my  opinion. 

Mr.  Blair.  There  has  been  no  case  of  that  kind  since  I  have  been  on  the  committee. 
The  case  of  Mr.  Saunders  from  North  Carolina  was  diiferent. 

Mr.  Buckley.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Whitfield,  he  was  not  compelled  to  disclose  the 
name  of  the  party  from  whom  he  received  the  information. 

The  Chairman.  The'ground  of  Mr.  Saunders's  objection  to  answering  certain  questions 
propounded  to  him  was,  if  I  remember  rightly,  that  he  could  not  answer  the  questions, 
and  questions  which  would  follow,  without  criminating  himself.  And  he  claimed  that 
he  was  not  bound  to  furnish  any  evidence  which  tended  to  criminate  him. 

Mr.  Blair.  This  witness  has  not  even  that  excuse,  which  is  considered  a  good  ex- 
cuse at  the  bar.  This  witness  has  no  excuse  at  all  that  is  tendered  anywhere.  In  a 
court  Saunders  would  have  been  protected  from  answering.  We  all  know  he  is  not  pro- 
tected before  a  congressional  committee ;  that  it  has  not  been  the  practice  of  congres- 
sioiial  committees  to  allow  a  witness  to .  shelter  himself  under  that  excuse  which  is 
deemed  a  good  excuse  in  a  criminal  court.  This  witness  has  not  that  excuse,  but  simply 
throws  himself  upon  some  highfalutin  notions  of  his  of  what  is  due  in  honor  to  the 
people  who  communicate  these  things  to  him  ;  and  when  he  is  asked  to  divulge  what 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  thinks  it  importa*at  enough  to  send  one  of  its  com- 
mittees down  here  to  ask  him,  he  takes  up  the  idea  that  he  has  some  obligations  which 
are  higher  than  the  requirements  of  the  law. 

The  Chairman.  The  testimony  thus  far  has  not  shown  that  his  informant  was  con- 
cerned in  any  of  these  outrages  we  are  commissioned  to  investigate.  I  think,  general, 
that  the  majority  will  overrule  your  demand  for  the  present.  If  the  doctor  felt  free  I 
should  insist. 

The  Witness.  When  you  asked  me  what  were  the  sources  of  information,  &c.,  and  how 
I  derived  information  in  regard  to  this  thing,  I  proposed  to  state  this  as  showing  how  I 
derived  the  information,  but  if  I  had  thought  it  would  involve  a  man  who  proposed  to 
be  my  protector  and  preserve  my  life,  as  he  said  he  would — if  I  had  thought  that  would 
be  necessary,  I  should  have  withheld  it  and  not  stated  a  word  about  it.  I  just  simply 
state  that  to  the  committee,  that  I  would  have  sooner  withheld  it  than  to  have  di- 
vulged or  involved  any  person  who  had  proposed  to  become  my  protector,  to  put  them 
in  a  situation  like  I  was  placed  in. 

The  Chairman.  The  matter  is  decided  now,  doctor,  I  think,  and  you  will  resume 
what  you  were  testifying  about  at  the  time  of  the  interruption.  You  were  stating  what 
this  ex-confederate  officer  had  said  to  you  as  to  the  object  of  the  organization,  that  it 
was  to  put  down  negro  sufirage,  &c.,  and  you  had  said  in  that  connection  that  he  told 
you  that  if  what  he  then  was  saying  to  you  was  communicated,  he  would  be  murdered 
in  twenty-four  hours. 

Answer.  Yes,'Sir,  he  stated  that  very  thing  to  me. 

Question.  Proceed  with  the  conversation  between  you  and  him. 

Answe7\  He  then  continued  on  in  regard  to  what  had  occurred  in  various  sections  ot 
the  (yunti:y,  and  in  connection  with  this  Ku-Klux  matter,  but  if  what  I — I  do  not 
want  to  involve  him  in  his  life  by  an  assertion  of  mine  in  con:fidence  in  that  way 

Question.  So  far  as  this  sub-committee  is  concerned  you  will  not  be  called  on  to  give 
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the  name  of  your  informant.  You  may  freely  proceed  and  state  the  balance  of  the  con- 
versation. 

Answer.  He  then  stated  to  me  that  he  had  been — or  that  he  had  organized  the  Ku- 
Klux  of  Arkansas,  and  what  they  had  done.  He  told  me  about  the  blowing  up  of  the 
steamer  that  was  sent  to  carry  arms  to  the  State  of  Arkansas — something  that  I  had 
never  heard  of.  That  was  the  first  intimation  I  had  ever  heard  of  any  steamer  of  the 
land  having  been  burned  up 

Questio7i.  Did  he  say  it  was  done  under  or  by  the  authority  of  that  order  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  by  the  authority  of  fhat  order ;  that  that  order  had  done  it,  &c. 
I  then  asked  him  to  what  extent  was  this  organization  throughout  Alabama.  He  said 
in  reply,  "  It  is  better  organized  than  ever  the  confederate  army  was."  And  he  stated 
in  all  these  negro  counties  they  had  resolved  to  carry  tUe  elections,  and  that  in  con- 
nection with  that  they  intended  — ,  now  right  there  let  me  make  a  statement  so  as  to  not 
involve  him  as  a  Ku-Klux  in  this  State  :  mark  you,  ^'  they,"  he  said,  ^'  they,"  the  Ku- 
Klux,  wanted  to  force  and  compel  every  officer  that  was  now  holding  office  to  resign  or 
that  they  would  dispose  of  him,  and  '•  you  are  only  taking,  you  are  only  going  through 
what  the  rest  of  the  republican  officers  will  be  compelled  to  go  through."  I  said  to 
him,  "  Have  these  organizations  no  fears  of  the  General  Government  ?"  He  replied, 
"Not  at  all,  because  they  control  juries  ; "  they  had  members  already  in  the  United 
States  Congress ;  they  had  members  in  the  legislature  of  the.  State  ;  they  had  members 
that  they  could  at  any  time  prove  an  alibi,  or  that  every  jury  had  more  or  less  of  them 
on  it,  and  that  by  its  membership  they  could  prove  an  aliU  at  any  time  in  case  of 
any  prosecution,  and  that  so  long  as  the  Government  remained  in  its  present  form  they 
were  perfectly  secure ;  that  they  had  members  of 'their  organization  in  the  Union 
League  ;  that  they  had  put  them  in  there  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what  was 
done,  and  detectives,  x)olice,  and  plenty  of  means  to  carry  out  anything  that  they  pro- 
posed. He  then  stated,  "  Now,  to  show  you  how  this  thing  is  conducted,  I  do  not 
think  there  was  any  person  that  waited  on  you  that  lived  in  your  county,  but  when 
the  council  meets,  and  they  propose  to  dispose  of  you  here  in  this  county',  they  will 
call  upon  the  Klan  in  another  county  to  go  and  attend  to  that,  and  perhaps  but  one 
or  two  of  the  members  of  the  organization  in  your  county  will  know  anything  about  it, 
and  they  will  only  know  it  in  order  to  enable  them  to  jioint  out  where  you  stay."  Said 
he,  ''  You  are  watched  night  and  day.  As  regards  your  keeping  your  whereabouts 
from  this  organization,  that  is  simply  absurd."  I  stated  to  him  :  '^  This  is  an  awful 
condition  of  things."  "Well,  sir,"  said  he,  "it  is  the  fact  nevertheless."  Said  he, 
"  Now,  sir,  on  that  night  that  the  Ku-Klux  came  for  you,  there  was  not,  I  do  not  think, 
but  one  or  two  parties  in  the  town  that  belonged  to  the  organization  or  knew  it,  and  if 
anything  was  required  in  another  county,  the  Ku-Klux  of  Hale  would  be  called  upon 
to  go  and  perform  that,  unless  it  was  some  little  whipping,  or  something  of  that  kind, 
that  was  of  smaller  consequence." 

Question.  Let  me  see  if  I  understand  that  last  statement  of  that  Ku-Klux  band  that 
came  for  you ;  not  more  than  one  or  two  of  the  members  of  the  Klan  in  Hale  Couut^^ 
were  concerned  in  it  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  stilted  that  this  was  the  mode  of  operation  by  which  they 
carried  out  their  plans.  And  that  they  had  an  abundance  of  arms  and  anununition, 
&c.,  to  execute  any  of  the  orders  from  the  central  committee.  He  then  sx^oke  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  the  one  communicated  with  the  other;  their  fidelity  one  toward 
another  ;  and  that  they  had  means  of  communication  that  no  one  knew  of,  and  where 
they  found  it  impracticable  to  assault  a  man  at  ni^ht,  that  four  or  five  of  them-^note 
the  remark,  now — if  they  had  wished  to  dispose  of  you  in  a  different  manner,  four  or 
five  of  them  would  have  been  intoxicated,  and  would  have  sought  a  difficulty;  three 
or  four  or  five  would  have  been  standing  there,  and  you  would  have  been  shot  in  the 
difficulty  the  very  moment  it  had  sprung  up  ;  you  would  have  been  shot  down  even  in 
broad  day-light,  and  those  around  you  have  acted  as  witnesses  against  the  ruan  or  men 
that  shot  you,  in  the  trial,  provided  they  could  not  have  been  released  from  jail,  and 
that  that  was  another  means  by  which  they  carried  out  their  plans. 

Question.  To  be  used  as  witnesses  against  the  man  who  did  shoot  you  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  there  are  four  or  five  or  six  around  you  in  a  difficulty,  and 
there  was  no  telling  who  did  the  shooting,  and  it  never  could  be  proven  who  had  done 
the  shooting  ;  that  they  would  precipitate  you  into  a  difficulty  or  dispute  by 'this,  and 
in  that  difficulty  you  would  be  shot,  and  the  balance  would  testify  in  regard  to  it. 

Question.  Testify  that  it  was  a  case  of  self-defense  ? 

Answer.  Self  defense;  yes,  sir.  Well,  there  was  some  other  conversation  occurred  be- 
tvveen  us  ;  I  do  not  remember  what,  and  I  left  him  about  11  o'clock,  and  went  to  the 
woods,  telling  him,  "  I  do  not  wish  to  jeopardize  you  here  as  my  friend,"  and  I  left  him 
in  the  room  and  started  for  the  woods. 

Question.  Was  this  during  the  pendency  of  negotiations  for  your  property? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  this  was  after  the  purchase  had  been  concluded,  but  during  the 
time  I  was  trying  to  dispose — you  see  I  had  a  large  number  of  horses  and  I  was  trying 
to  dispose  of  my  buggies,  and  trotting  wagons,  &c.,  that  I  had  collected  there,  and  of 
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the  fair  ground  race-track  I  was  building,  and  what  property  I  had  there,  that  was  of 
goods  and  chattels  outside  of  real  estate. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  in  that  conversation  when  this  order  was  organized  ? 

Ariswer.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  tell  me  when,  (that  I  recollect  of;)  but  he  told  me  where 
it  was  organized  first  in  the  United  States. 

Question.  Where  was  that  ? 

Ansiver.  In  Tennessee.  He  said  there  was  an  organization  in  the  southwestern — after 
naming  over  the  different  portions  of  the  country  where  the  organization  was — he  said 
in  Southwestern  Illinois  there  was  a  small  organization. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  him  it  extended  into  all  the  counties  of  Alabama  or 
into  only  a  portion  of  them  where  it  was  necessary  to  control  negro  voting  ? 

Answer.  It  extended  to  all  the  counties,  but  their  operations  were  suspended  in  cer- 
tain counties  by  order  of  the  State  authority. 

Question.  You  understood  there  was  a  State  organization,  district  organizations,  and 
county  organizations  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  anything  about  the  obligation  binding  upon  the  members 
or  the  oath  that  was  taken  by  them  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  it  was  such  an  obligation  that  they  did  not  dare  violate 
it.  He  did  not  give  me  any  intimation  of  the  phraseology  of  the  oath,  only  it  was  an 
obligation  they  did  not  dare  violate. 

Question.  Of  course  he  did  not  communicate  any  signs  or  pass- words  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  went  on  to  state  to  me  this,  where  certain  parties  had  violated 
the  obligation,  or  that  there  had  been  parties  who  had  violated  the  obligation,  and 
they  were  taken  by  the  Klan  and  at  once  disposed  of.  They  disposed  of  their  own 
members  in  case  they  violated  this  obligation. 

Question.  By  that  you  understood  that  they  assassinated  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  conversation,  then,  occurred,  I  understand  you,  sometime  in  March  this 
present  year  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  spoke  of  it  as  an  existing  organization  in  the  State  of  Alabama  at 
the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  spoke  of  it  as  an  existing  organization,  and  of  the  thoroughness 
of  the  organization  in  tht3  southwestern  counties,  and  where  it  was  active,  and  where 
it  was  suspended. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  means  of  verifying  what  was  communicated  to  you  by 
this  gentleman  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ',  this :  Immediately  after  I  left  Greensborough,  and  during  the  spring 
term  of  the  court,  there  was  a  young  man  indicted  before  the  grand  jury  for  certain 
offenses  or  violations  of  the  order  of  the  town,  and  was  put  in  jail.  The  organization 
came  to  the  jail  to  release  him.  There  is  a  new  county  jail  built  in  Greensborough,  and 
they  have  been  using  for  two  or  three  or  four  years  what  we  call  the  calaboose  to  put 
prisoners  in.  The  town  gave  that  to  the  county  until  the  jail  was  completed.  This 
man,  Peyton  McDonald,  was  put  in  the  calaboose  in  Greensborough,  and  the  Ku-Klux 
came  to  release  him,  and  the  mayor  interposed,  or  the  marshal  informed  the  mayor  of 
the  fact,  and  the  mayor  interposed  and  stated  that  they  must  not  do  it,  that  he  would 
call  the  citizens ;  and  meantime  the  marshal  notified  his  father  and  several  of  the  citi- 
zens came,  and  these  persons  desisted  from  persevering  in  releasing  the  man,  but  went 
away  with  some  threats,  which  the  marshal,  Mr.  Lawson,  stated  to  me  afterwards. 
That  is  one  case. 

Question.  How  large  a  party  came  to  release  him,  did  you  understand? 

Answer.  I  think  sixteen,  or  eighteen,  or  twenty. 

Question.  Disguised? 

Ansiver.  All  disguised.  But  before  that,  just  a  few  days  or  weeks,  or  subsequent — 
whether  it  was  belore  or  subsequent  I  am  not  sure  in  regard  to — a  large  number  of  them 
passed  through  Greensborough  about  9  o'clock  at  night,  when  all  the  stores  are  lighted 
up — everybody  saw  them — towards  Marion.  On  that  night  they  went  and  attempted 
to  release  a  prisoner  from  the  Marion  jail,  held  by  the  sheriff  and  his  father-in-law. 
The  sheriff  (then  Mr.  Wyman)  and  his  father-in-law  persistently  refused  to  deliver  the 
prisoner,  a  negro  who  was  in  jail,  I  believe,  for  killing  a  white  man,  or  killing  a  man, 
1  think  it  was  a  white  man.  At  all  events  he  was  in  jail  there  for  some  violation  of 
the  law,  and  they  went  to  release  him.  They  failed  to  do  it.  They  left  orders  there  for 
Williams  to  leave,  and  other  parties,  and  the  citizens,  or  at  least  Mr.  Williams,  left. 
He  was  probate  judge  of  that  county.  That  was  in  pursuance,  mark  you — I  speak  of 
this  now  to  demonstrate  the  fact,  as  this  gentleman  told  me — of  this  determination  of 
thes«  Ku-Klux  to  get  rid  of  the  republican  officers  of  the  State.  That  is  the  exemplifi- 
cation of  that  conversation  subsequent  to  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  In  what  county  was  that  ?  r^  t 
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Answer,  I  do  not  remember,  but  I  think  it  occurred  in  April. 

Question.  Was  it  in  Perry  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  They  went  from  Greensborough  through. Another  thiug :  another 

indication  in  the  statement  that  this  Klan,  now  of  Hale  County,  was  going  to  perform 
what  was  required  in  Perry  County  ;  another  exemplification  of  what  this  man's  con- 
versation was  when  he  remarked  to  me  that  one  county  performed  the  duty  of  another 
county  in  that  way. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  What  was  this  service  in  Perry  County  that  the  Klan  in  Hale  County  were 
to  perform  ? 

Ansiver.  They  were  to  take  this  man  out  of  jail. 

Question.  Marion  was  in  Perry  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Marion  is  the  county-seat  of  Perry  County.  And  they  passed  through  Greens- 
borough  before  the  people  had  gone  to  bed,  while  the  stores  were  all  lighted.  There  was 
a  sIjow  of  s(ime  kind  in  town,  and  the  people  were  all  in  the  hall,  up  stairs,  and  many 
of  them  went  out  at  the  store-door  and  saw  them  pass. 

Question.  What  means  have  you  of  knowing  that  that  Klan  belonged  to  Hale  County  ? 

Ansiver.  The  only  means  of  knowing  is  it  was  organized  there  so  early  in  the  evening 
that  it  could  not  have  come  from  any  distance  after  night. 

Question.  As  they  travel  by  night  generally  ? 

Answer.  As  they  travel  hj  night. 

Question.  Before  going  on  with  the  evidence  we  requested  you  to  furnish,  I  wish  to 
ask  you  what  time  it  was  that  the  attemj)t  was  made  by  the  Klan  to  release  Peyton 
McDonald  from  the  calaboose  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  it  was  some  time,  I  think,  about  the  1st  of  May. 

Question.  This  present  year  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  All  that  I  have  stated  has  occurred  in  April  and  May,  I  think. 
Now,  that  night  that  they  started  there,  two  or  three  of  them  returned  to  Mrs.  Nut- 
ting's house.  I  had  built  a  swing  for  my  little  daughter ;  they  got  in  that  at  the  end 
of  the  building.  Mr.  Tucker  became  a  little  alarmed,  and  fixed  up  all  his  arms,  &c., 
and  thought,  perhaps,  they  were  going  to  do  my  little  daughter  some  violence.  I 
don't  know  what ;  that  was  his  fear  then,  that  they  were  going  to  disturb  the  family 
there.  Mr.  George  M.  Duskin,  whom  they  had  threatened — a  member  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Alabama  and  an  attorney — Mr.  Tucker  advised,  he  hurried  up  to  where 
his  wife  was.  He  had  armed  himself  thoroughly ;  in  fact,  I  believe  some  of  them 
advised  him  to  get  out  of  town  at  once,  but  lie  said  no ;  he  would  die  there  on  the 
street,  and  he  went  up  to  his  house  thoroughly  armed  and  prepared  for  the  emergency. 
They  passed  on  through  the  town  and  did  not  disturb  him,  though  from  the  threats 
he  had  heard,  he  thought  they  were  certainly  after  him — that  is  Duskin.  The  party 
that  went  down  to  Mrs.  Nutting's  house,  the  two  or  three  of  them  there  that  went  in 
the  yard  and  on  the  piazza  remained  some  time,  until  10  or  11  or  12  o'clock  at  night. 

Question.  How  long  was  this  after  they  shot  into  your  house  and  visited  your  office  ? 

Answer.  That,  I  think,  was  the  19th  of  January,  1871,  when  they  shot  into  my  office 
and  house,  and  this  was  on  about  the  1st  of  May,  1871,  or  somewhere  about  that  time 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  I  would  like  to  ask  you,  in  this  connection,  if  the  party  of  disguised  men 
which  were  seen  to  ride  through  Greensborough  were  seen  to  ride  back  again  that  night 
after  going  to  Perry  as  it  was  supposed  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  if  I  heard  that,  I  am  not  positive  about  it.  My  recollection  is 
not  distinct  in  regard  to  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  may  go  on  with  the  verification  I  was  asking  you  to  give  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  confederate  general. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  then 

Question.  In  this  connection  you  can  mention  any  whipi^ings  or  other  outrages  that 
have  been  committed  upon  colored  peoi)le  in  Hale  or  any  of  the  adjoining  counties. 

Answer.  Well,  the  one  that  occurs  to  me  right  now  occurred  on  the  19th  of  August. 
A  body  of  one  or  two  disguised  men  rode  up  to  a  negro  prayer-jneeting  in  Mr.  Monette's ; 
they  ordered  the  meeting  to  disband,  or  to  scatter  ;  their  order  was  not  obeyed  promptly, 
and  they  went  back  and  whistled,  and  two'or  three  more  rode  up,  and  they  shot  in- 
discriminately into  the  crowd,  and  wounded  a  man  by  the  name  of  Fletcher,  a  colored 
man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  this,  a  meeting  ? 

Answer.  A  prayer-meeting. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
©i(esiio«.  Yon  say  the  19th  of  August;  what  year? 
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Ansiver.  The  19tli  of  August  1871. 

Question.  Wbere  was  this  prayer-meeting  of  the  negroes  ? 

Ansiver.  In  Hale  County,  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  Greensborough.  Upon 
firing,  the  negroes  of  course  disbanded,  and  the  negroes  became  very  much  excited, 
and  some  of  them  armed  themselves  either  that  night  or  the  next  night  following^  at 
all  events,  they  went  up  near  Mr.  Monette's  house,  for  they  were  near  there,  and  he, 
too.  One  of  the  negroes  was  killed  dead — the  back  of  his  head  shot  off— and 
there  was  a  jury  of  inquest  held  by  the  sheriff.  The  evidence  elicited  simply 
amounted  to  this:  that  it  was  occasioned  by  the  damned  negroes,  and  was  a 
justifiable  homicide,  or  something  of  the  kind,  although  the  jury  did  not  indi- 
cate as  who  had  committed  the  homicide,  unless  it  was  some  negroes  who  were 
behind  this  man  had  shot  him.  They  thought,  perhaps,  from  the  manner  in  which 
he  lay,  that  he  was  shot,  may  be,  by  some  parties  behind  him.  There  were  sev- 
eral men  whipped  there  whose  names  I  do  not  remember.  I  have  letters  in  regard  to 
that.  The  colored  people  have  written  me  repeatedly  in  regard  to  that,  and  men- 
tioned the  nomes.  These  letters  are  in  my  trunk  in  Greensborough,  or  in  my  room  in  the 
drawer  in  Greensborough ;  I  cannot  recall  their  names.  Then,  in  this  year  Mr.  Philip 
Green,  a  colored  man,  who  is  inimical  because  of  his  personal  influence,  had  his  house 
burned  up  by  a  body  of  disguised  men.  That  was  done,  I  think,  along  about  June — 
May  or  June — of  this  year. 

Question.  Is  that  in  Hale  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  Hale  County. 

Question.  In  the  night-time  ? 

Answer.  In  the  night-time ;  yes,  sir.  There  were  also  two  negroes  murdered,  or 
found  dead,  near  Pin  Hook.    Their  murder  is  unaccounted  for  in  Hale  County. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  their  wounds? 

Answer.  Shot ;  they  were  gun-shot  wounds. 

Question.  Were  inquests  held  over  their  bodies  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Do  you  know  their  names  ? 
Answer.  I  do  not,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  state  what  month  that  happened  in  ? 

Anstver.  I  think  that  was  in  August. 

Question.  Last? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  in  August  last. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  was  the  offense  of  these  two  negroes? 

Ansiver.  I  understood  nothing  except  the  fact  that  they  were  murdered.  From  let- 
ters I  received  asking  if  this  murdering  could  not  be  stopped  in  some  way  ;  that  the 
colored  people  were  very  much  disturbed ;  that  they  really  felt  that  they  had  no  se- 
curity whatever  for  their  lives. 

Question.  Did  you  learn  what  those  negroes  were  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  for  going  to  sOme  political  meeting. 

Question.  What  is  the  feeling  of  the  negroes  of  Hale  County  at  this  time,  as  to  the 
security  of  life  and  property  ? 

Answer.  They  have  none,  sir.  I  make  this  assertion  without  the  fear  of  contradic- 
tion, that  the  negroes  of  Hale  County  feel  entirely  insecure,  and  when  I  mentioned  to 
them  on  one  or  two  occasions  to  a]*ply  for  soldiers,  they  stated  to  me  that  they  did  not 
want  United  States  soldiers  there,  because  if  they  came  the  citizens  would  purchase 
them  to  do  as  they  had  done  in  former  times.  When  soldiers  were  sent  there  to  pro- 
tect them  on  days  of  election  they  knocked  the  negroes  down  in  broad  daylight,  off 
the  sidewalk,  because  they  were  simply  exercising  that  right ;  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  there  are  a  terror  j  the  negroes  are  afraid  to  trust  them  ;  they  have  no  faith  in 
their  protection. 

Question.  Is  the  private  soldier  generally  unfriendly  to  the  negro — to  his  color  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  that  they  are ;  but  the  white  people  treat  the  private 
soldiers  and  the  officers  so  kindly — give  them  so  many  little  eatables  and  whisky, 
&c. 

Question.  I  wish  you  would  go  on  and  describe  to  the  committee  the  reception  which 
is  given  in  1<&iat  community  to  a  detachment  of  troops  whenever  they  are  sent  there  ; 
how  are  they  treated  by  the  citizens  ? 

Answer.  I  can  state,  then,  what  my  observation  has  been.  In  1868,  on  the  day  of  the 
election,  or  some  time  before  the  election,  it  was  thought  proper  by  the  Bureau  agent 
thete,  Mr.  Clause,  who  was  sent  by  Mr.  Pierce  from  this  place,  as  Bureau  officer,  after 
the  removal  of  Mr.  Gale,  the  former  Bureau  officer — there  was  such  indignation  by  the 
people  he  thought  it  better  to  have  soldiers ;  he  applied  for  troops ;  they  were  sent — 
some  eighteen  or  twenty — in  charge  of  a  sergeant  named  Mays,  I  think  j  they  were  there 
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a  few  days ;  the  people  treated  them  very  kindly,  sending  them  all  nice  things  to  eat ; 
the  sergeant  was  invited  out  to  dine  and  supper,  &c.,  with  citizens,  and  on  the  day  of  the 
election  the  citizens  made  several  soldiers  intoxicated ;  several  of  fcheni  got  whisky,' 
which  was  against  the  election  laws  of  the  State,  and  against  the  orders  of  their  com- 
mander— I  was  then  probate  judge-^and  they  made  them  drunk,  and  got  them  at  the 
I)olls  to  changing  votes,  and  tlEie  negroes  became  alarmed  and  left  the  polls  entirely.  I 
saw  that  going  on,  three  or  four  soldiers  there  in  front  of  the  ballot-box,  right  close  to 
it — another  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  State — no,  it  was  not — this  law  was  passed  after- 
ward ;  I  am  mistaken  in  that,  but  a  violation  of  the  order  of  General  Swayne  in  regard 
to  holding  elecfcions,  and  a  violation  of  an  ordinance  passed  by  the  constitutional  con- 
vention, that  no  person  should  approach  polls,  &c. — these  soldiers  were  drunk  and  got 
close  there,  and  knocked  darkeys  every  which  way.  The  citizens,  a  number  of  them, 
came  around  and  sustained  the  soldiers  in  that,  stating  at  the  same  time  that  parties 
were  voting  who  had  no  right  to  vote.  I  stepped  across  to  the  court-house  ;  I  said  to 
the  soldiers,  ^' You  have  no  busiDess  here,  and  you  must  leave."  One  of  them  said, 
*'  What  the  devil  have  you  got  to  do  with  it  ?"  Said  I,  "  I  have  simply  this  much,  I 
am  the  officer  here  of  this  county ;  I  propose  to  keep  the  peace  and  enforce  my  rights  as 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  county,  and  I  will  deal  with  you  myself  if  you  do  not  leave." 
I  drew  a  pistol  and  told  him,  ^^If  you  do  not  leave  here  now  I  will'  shoot  you."  The 
soldiers,  two  or  three  of  them,  by  this  time  ran  up  and  carried  this  one  I  was  talking 
to  away,  and  thQj  left  the  polls.  They  went  down  street  and  knocked  down  two  or 
three  negroes  as  they  went  down,  into  the  ditches,  and  the  negroes  became  alarmed, 
and  a  number  of  them  left  town  without  voting. 

Question.  Have  you  never  had  soldiers  there  except  upon  that  one  occasion  ? 

Ansiver.  We  have  had  soldiers  there  on  three  different  occasions. 

Question.  Have  they  been  welcomed  in  a  similar  manner  everv  time  they  have  been 
there  ? 

Ansiver.  Every  time  they  have  been  there  they  have  been  treated  that  way  by  the 
citizens.  The  citizens  have  asserted  to  me  that  it  was  no  trouble ;  that  for  a  gallon 
of  whisky  and  $10  they  would  assassinate  anybody.  The  soldiers  attempted  to  as- 
sassinate me,  that  very  gang.  I  had  to  flee  to  the  country,  to  my  brother-iu-Jaw.  They 
became  very  much  excited  in  the  matter,  and  after  that  could  not  contain  themselves 
in  the  matter  any  longer ;  they  came  to  the  countrj^  and  two  of  these  soldiers  who 
heard  the  sheriff  had  reported  them  to  their  superior  officers,  came  into  the  country 
thirteen  miles  with  a  posse  of  young  men  who  are  warm  friends  of  my  brother-in-law 
and  brought  me  back  from  the  country  where  I  had  remained  two  or  three  or  four 
days  at  Mr.  John  Hutt's,  at  an  out-of-the-way  place. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  it  is  the  settled  purpose  of  the  people  of  your  county 
whenever  United  States  trooj)s  are  sent  there  to  win  them  over  to  their  cause  and  ex- 
cite them  against  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  It  is ;.  and  I  have  heard  it  asserted  repeatedly  that  they  did  netware  what 
it  cost,  they  intended  to  do  that. 

Question.  How  was  the  officer  in  command  taken  in  charge? 

Answer.  He  was  kindly  cared  for.  When  we  sent  up  this  report  about  these  soldiers 
a  lieutenant  was  sent  down  there,  and  he,  on  the  night  they  attempted  to  assassinate 
me,  was  at  a  party  and  could  not  be  found  anywhere  in  town,  at  feast  could  not  be 
found  for  some  time,  but  was  finally,  however.  But  one  incident  I  neglected  to  state. 
This  Mr.  Clause  was  knocked  in  the  head  on  the  street  in  front  of  the  hotel,  and  car- 
ried up  to  his  room  for  dead.  I  examined  his  wounds  and  found  they  were  not  dan- 
gerous ;  he  was  knocked  down  and  cut  by  the  soldiers. 

Question.  What  for  ? 

Answer.  I  was  iuformed  that  the  soldiers  had  proposed  to  knock  him  in  the  head,  at 
the  instance  of  the  citizens,  for  his  activity  in  conducting  the  election. 

Question.  Was  this  upon  election  day "/ 

Answer.  It  was  a  day  or  two,  or  two  nights,  after  the  election. 

Question.  What  was  the  cause  of  this  attempt  to  assassinate  you  by  the  soldiers  ? 

Ansiver.  That  was  in  consequence  of  the  active  position  I  had  taken  in  conducting 
this  election  and  getting  all  the. votes  I  could  for  the  constitution  of  Alabama,  and 
those  who  were  candidates  for  office. 

Question.  This  was  in  1868  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  that  the  time  you  threatened  to  shoot  the  soldier  ? 

Answer.  It  was  the  time  I  told  the  soldiers  if  they  persisted  in  this  matter  it  was  a 
thing  I  had  perfect  control  over ;  he  had  a  pistol  and  put  his  hand  on  his  pistol,  and  I 
said,  ''  If  you  draw  that  pistol  I  will  kill  you,"  and  I  drew  my  pistol. 

Question.  How  long  after  that  did  they  attempt  to  assassinate  you  ? 

Answer.  It  was  the  next  week  after  that  that  they  made  the  attack  on  me.  I  was  se- 
creted in  the  hotel  by  the  proprietor,  Mr.  F.  C.  Taylor,  who  was  a  warm  personal  friend 
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of  mice,  and  several  parties  came  there  and  extorted  from  me^  or,  at  least,  would  not 
assist  me  in  any  way,  and  extorted  from  me  a  letter  that  I  would  desist  from  having 
anything  further  to  do  with  politics  in  that  county,  which  was  published  in  the  Ala- 
bama Beacon.  The  soldiers  went  through  the  house  in  various  directions,  and  two  of 
them  had  on  citizens'  clothes,  and  got  so  drunk  during  the  latter  part  of  the  night 
that  they  fell  asleep  in  the  office  of  the  hotel,  and  they  were  discovered  in  that  way. 

Question.  You  say  part  of  them  had  citizens'  clothes  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Those  who  attempted  the  assassination  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  means  of  kjiowing  who  it  was  instigated  them  to  this  at- 
tempt? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  who  it  was. 

Question.  Did  you  report  these  facts  to  the  commanding  officer? 

Answer.  I  did,  sir ;  at  least  the  sheriff  did.  So  did  Mr.  Clause,  the  Bureau  agent ;  he 
reported  it  in  full. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  that  I  ever  heard  of. 

Question.  How  long  were  these  troops  continued  ? 

An8ivei\  They  were  continued  there  after  I  had  petitioned  for  their  removal  some  two 
or  three  weeks,  and  one  of  them  who  went  out  to  be  engaged  in  running  a  negro 
schoolmaster  away  from  there--^a  white  man  named  Wilson — the  man  who  was  engaged 
in  that  affair,  had  his  pistol  in  his  pocket,  and  in  getting  over  a  fence  or  something 
of  the  kind,  the  pistol  went  off  and  shot  him  do^^n  in  the  thigh,  I  forget  which  thigh. 
I  went  to  see  the  wound  afterwards,  as  I  was  looked  upon  as  knowing  more  about  gun- 
shot wounds  than  the  physician  who  attended  him. 

Question.  You  were  about  to  say  he  was  waited  upon  by  the  citizens? 

A7isiver.  He  was  kindly  waited  upon  by  all  the  citizens,  and  while  laying  with  his 
wound  as  much  attention  was  paid  to  him  as  any  person  I  almost  ever  saw. 

Question.  How  do  those  same  people,  who  welcome  the  soldiers  with  so  much  flattery, 
speak  of  them  when  the  squad  of  troops  is  removed  from  their  midst  ? 

Answefi\  That  they  are  a  set  of  God  damned  niggers;  and  that,  God  damn  them,  $2 
will  purchase  them  to  do  anything  in  the  world,  and  a  good  big  drink  of  whisky  j  and 
that  they  are  the  offscourings  of  creation ;  and  such  language  as  that.  I  believe  that 
is  about  the  way. 

Question.  You  think  the  democrats  of  that  county  are  somewhat  given  to  deceitful- 
ness  in  the  reception  of  the  soldiers? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  that  that  term, ''  deceitfulness,"  hardly  expresses  it,  unless 
you  take  it  in  its  most  extreme  acceptation.  I  think  that  they  have  a  thorough  under- 
standing to  practice  any  and  every  device  that  they  can  possibly  originate,  to  not  only 
get  the  advantage,  but  to  get  control  of  all  their  desires.  Their  deception  is  an  organized 
deception ;  it  is  a  determined,  thoroughly  organized  deception,  and  it  is  one  in  which  the 
whole  community  sympathize.  If  I  knew  any  stronger  word  in  the  English  language 
to  express  their  course  in  that  way,  I  would  use  it,  because  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that 
that  carries  the.  fall  force  of  their  intentions.  Not  only  to  them,  but  to  any  Govern- 
ment officer ;  let  a  colonel,  or  a  captain,  or  let  a  Congressman — you  go  there ;  discon- 
nected from  this  committee,  and  you  will  receive  as  much  attention,  and  you  will  be 
leveed  from  place  to  place.  That  is,  I  think,  beyond  all  dispute,  and  the  citizens  do 
not  disguise  their  reasons  for  it  at  all. 

Question.  Is  it,  in  your  opinion,  the  underlying  purpose  of  all  these  means  and  in- 
strumentalities, and  machinery  employed,  to  obtain  the  political  control  of  the  State, 
and  the  control  of  the  several  counties  for  the  democratic  party? 

Ansiver.  I  believe,  sir,  that  that  is  the  full  determination  of  the  people.  The  white 
people  of  Hale  County,  together  with  the  people  of  this  district,  with  whom  I  am 
very  well  acquainted,  and  the  leading  men  of  the  State,  have  the  same  animosity  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  that  they  had  in  1861,  with  the  addition  of  a 
bitterness  that  is  a  part  of  themselves.  It  is  their  household  conversation  to  curse  and 
denounce  the  Government  as  an  usurpation,  and  as  having  done  them  injustice,  and 
using  such  assertions  as  this  to  me,  ^'  Why  are  you  united  against  us  and  against  our 
interests,  and  against  all  that  is  near  to  us,"  &c.,  "  in  this  country  ?  Why  do  you 
unite  ih  doing  this  ?  We  have  no  objection  to  you  personally,  but  your  political  course 
is  such  that  we  cannot  countenance  it.  We  like  you  as  a  man,  bat  we  cannot  counte- 
nance this  course."  And  then  the  republican  party  becomes  the  more  obnoxious  to  them 
because  tliey  have  the  control  of  the  Government.  The  Government  is  obnoxious  to 
them  and  has  been  for  years,  say  from  1859  or  1857,  and  so  on  in  the  history,  of  seces- 
sion, and,  instead  of  that  abating  at  all;  it  is  increasing  every  day;  there  is  no  abate- 
ment, and  they  despise  everything  in  the  Government  and  everything  that  belongs  to  it. 

Question.  You  mean  the  General  Government,  the  Government  of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  General  Government ;  and  with  that  bitterness  they  are  deter- 
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mined  to  control  tbe  State  legislation  so  as  to  effect,  or,  to  use  their  language,  so  as  to 
control  the  negro  of  this  country  and  make  him  efficient  as  a  laborer. 

Question.  That  leads  me  to  inquire  whether  the  people  in  Hale  County  and  the  sur- 
rounding counties,  so  far  as  you  are  acquainted  with  their  sentiments,  have  ever  be- 
come reconciled  to  negro  suffrage  ^ 

Ansiver.  Never  in  any  instance  that  I  know  of  have  they  become  so,  at  least,  so  that 
their  action  has  corresponded,  I  have  heard  them  say,  '^  We  accept  it,  but  we  will 
control  it.'^ 

Question.  If  they  had  the  power  to  d^  it,  are  you  of  opinion  that  they  would  repeal 
the  fifteenth  amendment  ? 

Ans\c€fi\  Yes,  sir;  they  would  not  only  repeal  the  fifteenth  amendment,  but  they 
would  repeal  every  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  and  they  would  go  out  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  before  daylight  to-morrow  morning. 

Question.  What  are  the  sentiments  of  the  people  in  relation  to  the  education  of  the 
negro,  the  establishment  of  negro  schools,  and  their  maintenance  by  taxation  % 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  meets  with  the  bitterest  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  people; 
as  an  evidence  of  it,  a  large  number  of  the  school-houses  in  Hale  County  have  been 
burned  down ;  churches  have  been  burned  down. 

Question.  Colored  churches  ? 

Answer.  Colored  churches.  A  colored  church  was  burned  down  by  the  same  party 
that  came  to  me  in  January,  out  about  seven  or  eight  miles  from  Greensborough.  They 
set  fire  to  that  church  as  they  went  back  home.  They  believe  that  the  freedom  of  the 
negro  was  an  injustice  to  them ;  that  he  has  no  rights  as  a  citizen  ;  that  he  is  not  tit 
for  a  citizen,  and  that  he  should  be  right  where  he  was  formerly — their  slave. 

Question.  How  is  the  negro  treated  by  the  land-holders,  as  a  general  rule,  in  their  con- 
tracts for  the  cultivation  of  the  land;  justly  or  otherwise  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  in  many  instances  he  is  treated  justly.  The  reason  for  that,  how- 
ever, is  a  matter  more  of  policy,  in  order  to  secure  his  labor  from  year  to  year,  than  it  is 
a  matter  of  their  ideas  of  justice  and  equity  to  him. 

Question.  You  think  their  ideas  of  their  right  to  control  the  labor  of  the  negro  have 
never  undergone  a  change  ? 

A7istver.  I  do  not  think  as  only  so  far  as  they  are  compelled  to;  all  the  change  of 
ideas  in  that  respect  is  compulsory. 

[At  5.45  p.  m.  the  committee  took  a  recess  until  7^  o'clock,  when  the  committee  re-as- 
sembled, and  William  T.  Blackford  was  recalled  and  his  examination  continued.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  It  has  been  testified  before  the  committee  that  all  these  disturbances  of  the 
peace  could  have  been  prevented  and  promptly  repressed  but  for  the  general  ineffi- 
ciency of  the  republican  officers,  such  as  sheriff,  constables,  and  judges,  and  that  whole 
communities  are  peaceable  and  law-abiding  in  spite  of  the  maladministration  of  the 
laws.  The  committee  request  your  opinion  as  to  whether  any  deficiency  in  the  execu- 
tion of  tlie  laws  arises  from  indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  white  community  to  aid 
the  officers  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  ? 

Answer.  In  my  own  county,  which  only  I  can  speak *of,  or  that  I  can  only  speak  of  by 
close  observation,  being  an  officer,  the  sheriff  and  deputy  sheriff  are  both  democrats, 
and  the  circuit  judge  is  a  republican,  but  I  have  seen  no  want  in  that  county  of  an  ef- 
fort on  their  part  to  make  proi^er  arrests  and  bring  parties  to  justice ;  but  when  they 
were  brought  they  were  always  protected  by  evidence  such  as  to  forbid  anything  like 
an  execution  of  the  laws  upon  those  who  violated  them.  The  violators  of  the  law, 
particularly  where  the  difficulty  occurs  between  a  negro  and  a  white  man,  in  case  of  a 
violation  of  the  laws  under  those  circumstances,  they  almost  invariably  prove  the 
negro  to  have  been  in  fault  before  the  courts. 

Question.  Repeated  instances  of  riot,  whipping,  and  murders  have  been  brought  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  committee  where  the  victims  were  negroes,  and  no  one  was  pun- 
ished. The  committee  desire  your  opinion  whether,  as  a  general  thing,  the  men  con- 
cerned in  those  outrages  could  be  found  and  punished  if  there  were  an  earnest  and 
determined  effort  on  the  part  of  the  whites. 

Answer.  I  am  positively  convinced  that  nine-tenths  of  all  the  outrages  that  have 
been  committed  in  this  section  of  the  State  could  have  been  found  out,  and  the  parties 
punished,  had  there  been  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  do  so ;  or  rather  a 
determination  on  the  part  of  the  people  to  do  so,  rather  than  a  disposition. 

Qusstion.  I  wish  to  ask  you  a  question  now  upon  another  point  involved  in  your  ex- 
amination hitherto.  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  be  the  effect  of  a  general  amnesty, 
or  rather  a  total  removal  of  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth  amendment,  as  to 
causing  a  pacification  of  the  country,  while  the  right  of  suffrage  still  continues  in  the 
colored  race,  and  they  exercise  it  and  elect  republican  officers  ? 

Hinswer.  I  have  been  a  strong  advocate  of  the  removal  of  disabilities  as  an  experi- 
ment to  allay  this  feeling.  I  urged  that  upon  our  congressman,  Hayes  ;  yet  I  believe 
that  the  bitterness  towards  the  Government  is  so  great  that  nothing  would  appease 
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their  feelings;  no  removal  of  disability,  or  anything  of  that  kind,  would  have  any 
special  influence  to  stop  their  bitter  denunciations,  and  what  they  feel  to  be  the  fact — 
that  they  are  outraged  by  the  Government,  by  its  laws,  and  so  long  as  the  Govern- 
ment persists  in  maintaining  the  present  political  position  assigned  to  the  colored  man 
by  the  reconstructioQ  acts  they  will  be  inimical  to  the  Government. 

Question.  If  I  ,understand  you,  then,  the  mere  right  to  hold  office  would  not,  in  your 
opinion,  remove  the  present  discontent  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  and  I  will  tell  you  why  I  say  so :  I  proposed,  in  this  matter  con- 
nected with  myself,  that  I  would  resign  my  office — "  I  will  make  here  a  pledge,  forfeit- 
ing all  the  property  I  have  got,  if  you  will  secure  m^  in  peace  to  my  person  and  my 
family,  and  you  can  take  the  office — it  is  worth  nothing  to  mo,*  I  can  do  better  practi- 
cing my  profession  here  in  this  community;"  and  the  reply  to  that  was  that,  "Your 
former  connections  with  a  party  that  has  outraged  us  never  can  be  forgiven." 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  said  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  language  of  the  community  generally? 

Question.  It  seems  you  made  a  definite  proposition.  You  made  that  to  somebody. 
Who  was  that,  and  who  replied  in  that  way  ? 

Ansiver.  I  made  that  proposition,  in  the  first  place,  to  Mr.  Hugh  W.  Watt,  of  Greens- 
borough.  He  accepted  the  proposition,  and  thought  it  would  be  made  at  first.  I  then 
made  the  proposition  to  Mr.  J.  T.  Walker,  an  attorney,  and  Mr.  Walker  replied  to  me, 
in  his  own  office,  that  he  thought  that  that  might  have  succeeded  at  one  time,  but  he 
ilid  not  think  that,  under  any  circumstances,  this  would  be  successful  now ;  that  he  had 
had  great  reason  to  change  his  opinions  from  what  they,  were  at  first,  .when  he  said  to 
me  that  he  did  not  believe  I  was  in  as  much  danger  as  I  thought;  and  then  he  said,  "  I 
have  recently  had  good  reasons  to  change  my  opinions.  I  have  conversed  with  others, 
and  it  is  their  opinion."  There  were  one  or  two  other  gentlemen,  whose  names  I  can- 
not recollect  now,  that  made  these  statements.  And  that  ''  no  position  that  you  could 
take" — I  think  that  is  the  language  of  Mr.  Walker — that  ''  no  position  you. can  take 
would  release  you  from  the  stigma  of  the  connection  with  this  party." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  instances  do  you  kno^  of  punishment  inflicted  for  deeds  committed 
by  bands  of  men  in  disguise,  where  the  victims  were  colored  men  or  white  republic 
cans  ? 

Answer.  Not  a  single  instance  do  I  knoT^  of  any  punishment  having  been  inflicted  on 
those  bands? 

Question.  You  have  expressed  opinions  on  the  sentiments  and  purposes  of  the  white 
people  of  that  portion  of  Alabama  with  which  you  are  acquainted.  Will  you  please 
state  to  the  committee  what  opj)ortunities  you  have  enjoyed  of  informing  yourself 
upon  this  subject,  and  whether  your  knowledge  is  derived  from  prominent  men  of  the 
democratic  party  ? 

Ansiver.  My  former  association  in  Greensborough  was  as  good,  I  suppose,  as  any  man 
enjoyed  in  as  humble  a  sphere  as  J  moved  in  in  the  State  of  Alabama.  My  friends  and 
acquaintances  were  among  the  wealth  and  intelligence  of  Alabama.  My  professional 
intercourse  was  as  good  as  that  of  any  man  living  in  the  interior  of  Alabama,  in  a 
place  the  size  of  Greensborough.  That  association  was  difficult  to  break  up,  aud hence, 
since  I  have  become  a  republican,  I  have  had  frequent  and  free  intercourse  with  those 
men,  and  particularly  so  as  an  officer.  And  I  have  heard  their  expressions,  not  spoken 
unkindly,  but  when  we  were  speaking  in  a  conversational  mood,  without  any  excite- 
ment or' discussion,  I  have  heard  their  expressions  of  unkindness  and  animosity  to  the 
Government. 

Question.  Were  you  on  tei'ms  of  personal  kindness  with  most  of  the  prominent  men 
of  the  democratic  party  in  Hale  County? 

Answer.  I  was,  sir ;  for  the  kist  two  years,  and  for  the  last  year,  on  pretty  good  terms 
with  all  the  prominent  men  of  my  town.  With  the  attorneys  I  was  on  ver^  good 
t(;rms,  all  except  one,  and  with  the  citizens  of  the  place  I  was  always  cordial.  I  met 
them  cordially,  and  often  conversed  with  them  in  the  back  rooms  of  drug-stores — 
entered  into  their  conversation.  I  suppose  I  was  the  more  cordially  received  by  them 
than  the  mass  of  republicans  in  the  State. 

Question.  You  have  substantially  answered  the  question  I  am  about  to  x>ut  to  you 
no w,^ but  I  will  put  it  in  this  form  :  Is  there  any  discrimination  made  on  account  of 
color  or  political  opinion  in  the  administration  of  justice  ? 

Ansiver.  There  is,  I  think,  a  very  decided  discrimination  on  the  part,  particularly,  of 
men  who  can  be  used  by  the  white  peoxfle,  or  who  wiU  submit  to  what  they  call  ''  out- 
side pressure."  For  instance,  I  will  illustrate  in  this  way  :  I  have  heard  men  say  that 
thft  pressure  was  too  great  for  them  to  do  thus  and  so. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard,  of  any  attempts  of  employers  to  control 
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the  action  or  will  of  their  laborers  as  to  voting,  by  threats  of  discharge  or  other 
oppressive  means. 

Answer.  I  have  had,  I  suppose  I  can  safely  say,  not  less  than  five  hundred  negroes  at 
various  times  come  and  report  to  me  that  '^  we  cannot  vote  or  go  to  the  election  ;  if  we 
do,  we  will  be  turned  out  of  house  and  home,  and  we  have  got  nothing  to  subsist  on 
except  what  we  have  got  in  the  field."  Being  a  probate  judge,  and  the  constitution  of 
the  State  of  Alabama  having  this  clause  in  it :  "  that  the  legislature  may  confer  upon 
the  i)robate  judges  of  the  State  the  adjudication  of  contracts" — I  think  that  is  the  lan- 
guage— the  legislature  may  confer  that ;  I  have  had  a  great  many  trials  before  me  of 
this  kind.  Then  there  was  a  labor  law  passed  in  pursuance  of  that.  Negroes  were 
discharged  from  labor  by  their  employers  for  apparently  very  trivial  causes  ;  that  is, 
when  they  came  into  court  that  was  the  appearance  ;  and  the  negroes  in  several  in- 
stances have  established,  beyond  question,  that  the  cause  of  their  removal,  and  thereby 
depriving  them  of  the  right  to  the  share  of  the  crop,  was  that  they  had  gone  to  elec- 
tions, or  because  they  had  gone  to  political  meetings;  and  that  men  had  absolutely 
gone  on  difterent  plantations  and  told  them,  ''  If  you  do  go  to  such  a  place  I  will  dis- 
charge you."  This  occurred,  too,  where  there  were  not  political  elections.  When  we 
voted  for  the  subscription  to  our  railroad  there,  men  who  were  inimical  to  the  railroad 
and  the  subscription  discharged  their  negroes  even  under  these  circumstances. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  result  of  these  efforts  you  speak  of,  as  to  causing  the 
negroes  to  desist  from  voting,  and  controlling  their  will  and  their  action  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  result  of  it  has  been,  first,  to  make  the  negro  very  much  dis- 
satisfied with  what  he  terms  his  rights;  in  the  next  place,  the  number  of  votes  in 
the  county  has  very  much  decreased,  and  in  some  instances,  when  they  got  to  the  polls, 
they  have  been  so  intimidated  that  they  have  been  compelled  to  vote  for  men  that  they 
did  not  want  to  vote  for. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  they  have  been  induced  to  stay  away  from  the  polls  in 
large  numbers  because  of  these  appliances  and  influences  of  their  employers  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  Doctor,  you  digressed  from  your  personal  narative  at  the  point  where  you 
were  made  to  sell  out  your  real  estate  and  dispose  of  your  personal  property,  and  send 
your  fine  stock  to  Kentucky.  You  may  now  resume  your  narrative,  and  slate  whether 
you  left  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  where  you  .went,  how  long  you  sojourned  there,  and 
when  you  returned. 

Ansiver.  I  left  here  about  the  15th  or  16th  of  March,  I  think ;  and  I  went  from  here 
and  carried  my  stock  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  cars  from  Selma.  From  there  I 
got  on  on6  of  the  horses,  riding  one,  and  my  boy  Booker,  a  colored  man,  who  was  with 
me,  on  another.  We  led,  the  other,  the  colts  following,  and  went  to  Versailles,  Ken- 
tucky ;  and  there  I  made  a  contract  with  Mr.  Joseph  C.  Bailey,  a  livery-stable  keeper, 
who  has  a  brother-in-law  living  about  a  mile  from  there,  to  take  charge  of  my  stock 
by  the  year ;  and  with  Mr.  Dunlap,  who  owns  a  horse  named  Richelieu,  to  breed  my 
mares  to  him.  I  remained  there  in  Versailles,  making  that  arrangement,  about  a  week. 
I  then  went  from  there,  as  soon  as  I  had  made  the  contract  with  him,  which  was  in 
w^riting,  to  Washington  City,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  acquainted  with  the  Congress- 
men and  Senators  of  different  States,  some  of  them,  so  that  when  I  was  able  to  get  my 
money  here,  the  price  of  my  property  here,  I  might  move  to  some  of  those  States,  not 
believing  it  worth  while  for  me  to  come  back  here,  as  I  could  get  no  means  of  support. 

Qmstion.  Had  you  resigned  your  office  before  you  left  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  resigned  my  office,  and  everything  was  sold,  except  my 
library,  surgical  instruments,  &c. ;  all  that  I  could  sell ;  that  is,  all  that  is  not  yet 
sold. 

Question.  And  your  resignation  had  been  accepted  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Governor  Lindsay  had  appointed  your  su(?cessor '/ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  appoint  a  democrat  or  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  He  appointed  a  democrat. 

Question.  Who  is  your  successor  ? 

Answei\  Judge  James  J.  Hobson.  I  am  not  sure  about  his  middle  name;  he  is  a  son- 
in-law  of  Judge  Pearson. 

Question.  Resume  what  you  were  saying. 

Answer.  After  beiug  there  a  day  or  two— I  was  with  Major  Hays — I  asked  Major 
Hays  if  he  thought  that  there  was  any  chance  for  me  to  get  some  appointment  from  the 
Government  by  which  I  could  support  myself  until  such  time  as  1  could  get  into  pos- 
session of  what  money  I  realized  from  the  notes  I  had  deposited  here  in  Selma,  from 
my  property. 

^Question.  Was  Major  Hays  the  Representative  in  Congress  of  the  district  in  which 
Hale  County  is  situated  ? 

Aiiswer.  Yes,  sir,  of  the  fourth  congressional  district,  and  Hale  County  is  one  of  the 
counties  composing  it.    Major  Hays  said  he  did  not  know  of  anything,  but  would 
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see ;  and  the  next  day  I  went  and  spoke  to  Mr.  Buckley,  asking  him,  I  think,  ahout  the 
same  question— if  he  knew  of  anything  I  could  get.  He  told  me  he  did  not,  but  that 
he  would  be  Yery  glad  indeed  to  assist  me  in  any  manner  that  he  could.  I  then  men- 
tioned the  same  thing  to  General  Warner  and  General  Spencer.  They  all  v^ry  cordially 
said,  '^  We  will  do  anything  for  you  we  can  f  and  Major  Hays  then  selected  a  clerk- 
ship in  a  Department,  at  a  salary,  I  think,  of  ten  or  twelve  hundred  dollars  a  year.  I 
told  him  at  first  I  would  take  that,  if  I  could  not  do  any  better ;  that  I  was  bound  to 
have  a  support.  In  a  few  days— I  do  not  remember  now  what  the  number  of  days 
was— I  learned  that  the  position  of  special  agent  of  the  Post-Office  Department  would 
be  vacant  about  the  1st  of  May.  I  asked  Major  Hays  to  draw  up  a  petition  to  secure 
that  appointment,  and  to  assist  me  in  getting  it.  He  said  he  would  .cheerfully  do  so, 
but  '^  1  doubt  whether  you  can  get  it,  for  so  many  have  applied  for  it.^'  I  said,  "  I  will 
try."  He  drew  up  the  petition,  and  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Buckley,  and  I  asked  him  to 
sign  the  petition,  and  he  did  so.  After  a  day  or  two— tbere  was  some  little  matter  in 
tlie  way  just  at  the  time — I  then  went  to  General  Spencer.  He  signed  the  petition,  and 
the  whole  delegation  signed  the  petition  for  this  appointment ;  and  General  Warner 
went  to  see  tbe  Postmaster  General  for  me  ;  so  did  General  Spencer ;  so  did  Mr.  Buck- 
ley;  so  did  Major  Hays;  all  went  to  the  Postmaster  General,  and  urged  this  appoint- 
ment. I  got  the  appointment  about  the  1st  of  May ;  that  is,  my  commission  dated 
from  the  1st  of  May ;  I  got  it  the  Friday  or  Saturday  before. 

Question.  Have  you  been  filling  that  office,  performing  its  duties,  since  that  time  ? 

Ariswer.  I  have,  with  the  exception  of  about  four  or  five,  weeks  during  the  summer. 
This  erysipelas  continued  on  from  that  time  until  it  became  so  bad  I  was  compelled  to 
desist  from  work.  I  then  asked  for  a  leave  of  absence  to  go  to  Pittsburgh  and  New 
York,  I  wanted  to  go  and  see  my  old  preceptor,  a  Dr.  John  Dickson,  of  Pittsburgh, 
with  whom  I  studied  medicine,  to  consult  him  about  it.  I  went  there  and  consulted 
him,  and  I  then  went  to  New  York.  - 1  improved,  however,  under  Doctor  Dickson's 
])rescriptions  so  rapidly  that  I  did  not  consult  a  physician  in  New  York.  I  returned 
fiom  there,  I  think,  on  the  6th  day  of  October,  and  since  that  time  I  have  been  per- 
forming the  duties  of  the  office  as  faithfully  as  I  can. 

Question.  Have  you  returned  to  Greensborough,  and  made  that  your  place  of  residence 
since  your  appointment  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  gone  there  several  times  on  Saturday  night,  and  left  again  on  Monday 
morning  generally.  Twice  I  staid  over  Monday.  '  I  was  going  there  once,  and  my 
brother-in-law  wrote  me  there  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  my  going  there,  and  that 
it  was  better  for  me  not  to  go  home  then,  as  there  was  a  good  deal  of  political  excite- 
ment, and  while  he  said  he  did  not  know  that  I  would  be  injured,  yet,  at  the  same 
time,  it  might  bring  down  some  visitation  of  uukindness  on  the  family,  and  it  was  bet- 
ter for  me  not  to  go,  and  I  did  not. 

Question.  Have  you  had  occasion,  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  your  office,  to 
travel  pretty  extensively  over  the  State  of  Alabama  ? 

Ansive7\  I  have,  sir ;  traveled  over  Tuscumbia  to  Florence,  and  the  northeastern 
part  of  Alabama,  through  nearly  the  whole  State.  I  have  been  in  nearly  every  place 
in  the  State. 

Question.  The  committee  will  be  glad,  doctor,  if  you  will  state  the  particular  locali- 
ties in  the  State  which,  at  this  time,  are  in  a  disturbed  condition  ;  where  the  laws  are 
not  sufficiently  enforced,  and  where,  in  your  judgment,  life  and  property  are  not  secure. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  in  Dadesville,  Alabama. 

Question.  In  what  county  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  in  Coosa  County. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  In  Tallapoosa  ? 

Answer.  In  Tallapoosa  County.  There  had  been  a  complaint  made  to  me  that  the  mail 
had  been  robbed  there  by  the  postmaster  at  Loachapoka,  This  complaint  reached  me 
through  Mr.  Dimock,  the  postmaster  at  Montgomery.  In  a  few  days  Dr.  Legrand,  ot 
the  firm  of  Legrand  &.  Co.,  brought  around  a  letter  in  which  it  had  been  asserted  that 
a  hundred  dollars  had  been  put  in,  and  I  think  there  was  forty  of  it  left,  or  sixty  of  it 
left,  I  am  not  sure  which ;  but  one  portion  of  the  money  had  been  extracted.  l' asked 
him  who  sent  it ;  if  he  knew  the  man  was  reliable.  He  said  Mr.  James  Berry  had  in- 
closed the  money  in  ih^  letter.  I  said  that  it  would  be  better  to  see  Mr.  Berry.  I 
asked  him  if  he  believed  the  statement  he  made  was  correct ;  that  may  be  he  did  not 
inclose  the  money.  While  we  were  talking  about  it  Mr.  Berry  came  right  to  the  office, 
and  I  took  him  aside  and  had  a  conversation  with  him.  He  told  me  he  had  certainly- 
inclosed  the  money,  and  could  x^rove  it.  I  asked  him  who  he  suspected  there.  He  said 
he  could  not  tell,  but  he  thought,  perhaps,  it  was  the  postmaster.  I  then  said  that  I 
would  be  up  there  next  Wednesdaj^,  and  "I  want  you  to  mail  two  or  three  decoy  let- 
ters for  me,  and  I  will  be  there  on  Wednesday  evening,  and  I  will  follow  those  letters 
on  down  to  Loachapoka."  .  I  went  there  Wednesday  evening ;  got  there  a  little  after 
night.    I  had  not  got  out  of  the  stage  and  straightened  up  hardly,  until  I  heard  a  re- 
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mark  on  the  street,  '^Is  not  that  that  God-damned  Blackford ;  that  God-damned  radical 
son  of  a  bitch  V^  just  on  the  side  of  the  sidewalk.  He  said  it  low,  not  very  loud,  but 
loud  enough  for  me  to  hear  it.  In  a  little  while  I  heard  one  of  these  signal  whistles  ; 
one  that  I  am  pretty  well  acquainted  with. 

Question.  One  of  the  Ku-Klux  whistles  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  I  then  sent  Mr.  BerJy,  and  another  man,  an  intimate  friend  of  his, 
whom  he  introduced  to  me,  over  there  to  the  post-office  to  see  about  this  matter,  and 
stepped  over  to  his  friend's  store,  and  while  I  was  sitting  there  a  young  man  came  up, 
and  called  the  young  man  that  was  sitting  on  the  piazza  with  me,  and  says,  "  Look 
here,  do  you  know  that  fellow's  name ?"  ''  Yes,"  he  says,  "I  think  his  name  is  Black, 
or  something  like  that."  Says  he,  "  I  tell  you  that  is  that  damned  Blackford ;  we  will 
go  for  him  to-night."  As  soon  as  I  heard  that  I  took  my  pistol  in  my  hand,  and,  with- 
out saying  anything,  I  took  it  out,  thinking  if  they  made  an  assault  upon  me  I  would 
try  to  defend  myself.  Berry  was  over  near  the  post-office,  hunting  his  friend.  I  said 
to  him,  ''Mr.  Berry,  I  cannot  stay  here  to-night;  you  have  been  very  imprudent  in 
telling  the  people  I  was  coming;  I  cannot  stay  here;  I  propose  to  go  some  place  else." 
Said  he,  *'My  God!  they  all  know  me  here,  and  there  is  no  danger,  I  think."  He 
walked  around  a  little,  and  said,  "You  staud  in  the  dark  here,  between  these  houses, 
until  I  come  back,  and  I  will  be  damned  if  they  shall  hurt  you  while  you  are  here,  if 
I  can  helj)  it."  In  the  meantime  I  heard  various  whistles  around  one  place  and  an- 
other, and  heard  young  men  calling  Reuben  and  others,  ''Don't  you  see?  "  and  there 
were  four  or  five  or  six  parsed  me,  and  they  said,  "By  God,  he  is  at  the  hotel,  and  we 
will  get  him ;  never  do  you  mind,  we  will  catch  him  to-night."  They  went  on  over  to 
the  hotel,  "which,  from  the  post-office,  is  a  hundred  yards  or  more.  The  night  was  x)retty 
dark  and  cloudy,  and  Berry  came  back,  and  coughed.  Wiien  he  came  near  where  he 
left  me  I  said,  "Is  that  you.  Berry?"  He  said,  "Yes."  I  said,  "I  want  to  ^et  aw^ay 
from  here ;  I  do  not  think  this  a  healthy  country,  for  me  particularly."  I  started.  He 
says,  "  Where  are  you  going?"  I  said,  "I  am  going  to  the  woods;  any  place  is  better 
than  to  go  into  a  house  and  be  attacked  in  a  house."  He  says,  "  I  will  take  you  to  my 
father-in-law,  away  down  here,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  he  will  protect  you ;  and  every 
one  of  these  fellows  knows  he  will '  fight,  and  will  shoot " — or  something  like  that — 
"  and  he  will  protect  you."  After  some  consultation,  along  about  12  or  1  o'clock,  I  went 
down  to  his  father-in-law's,  and  staid' there.  I  did  not  sleep  any,  but  went  into  a  room, 
and  staid  there  until  daylight  next  morning,  and  then  got  a  horse,  Berry  carried  out 
a  horse  and  buggy  a  little  distance  from  the  inain  part  of  the  town,  and  I  got  into  it 
and  rode  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  back  of  Loachax)oka,  returning  to  Montgomery, 
and  on  the  following  Monday,  determined  still  to  hunt  up  the  thief,  I  went  up  there 
and  put  in  some  decoy  letters  on  the  road,  and  captured  the  thief  within  a  few  hours. 
I  put  the  letters  in  ou  Monday,  and  captured  the  thief  on  Tue^sday  at  12  o'clock,  in  the 
presence  of  several  prominent  persons,  taking  the  money  off  of  his  person. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  learn  whether  efi:brts  were  made  to  find  you  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Afterwards?  No,  sir;  *I  never  learned  anything  more  that  was  reliable.  I 
heard  some  things,  but  did  not  look  upon  them  as  reliable. 

Question.  Go  on,  and  answer  the  general  question  I  Jiave  put  to  you. 

Answer.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  were  it  not 
for  the  simple  fact  that  I  hold  a  commission  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
I  could  not  travel  through  this  country  without  danger. 

Question.  I  asked  you  to  describe  tlie  localities,  the  counties  in  which  this  disturbance 
principally  existed  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  could  only  do  so  from  hearsay.  My  observation  is  simply  this: 
for  instance,  in  Decatur,  Alabama,  I  w^as  in  there  when  there  w^as  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
turbance, and  violence  was  going  on  in  consequence  of  trouble.  Then  I  assisted  Mr. 
Southworth  in  arresting  Snelling  in  Decatur,  and  several  efforts  were  made  to  release 
him ;  the  citizens  swore  he  should  not  go — some  of  them.  I  talked  to  some  of  the 
better  class  of  citizens,  and  they  said  they  would  dissuade  them,  &c.  I  had  taken  the 
precaution  to  send  to  Huntsville  and  have  the  United  States  marshal  come  down,  so 
that  it  would  release  Mr.  Southworth  and  myself,  and  we  finally  had  to  take  the  war- 
rant from  the  United  States  marshal  and  deputize  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Wells, 
with  whom  this  man  Snelling  said  he  would  go. 

Question.  What  w^as  Snelling  arrested  for  ? 

Answer.  Snelling  was  arrested  for  forging  the  name  of  a  widow  lady,  and  drawing 
her  warrant  from  the  Government  for  her  son,  serving  in  the  United  States  Army. 

Question.  Who  were  these  persons  attempting  to  rescue  him  ? 

Answer.  They  were  the  citizens  there ;  they  did  not  seem  to  be  the  better  class  at  all; 
it  was  just  a  drunken  crowd  around  him.  The  better  class  of  citizens  with  whom  I 
talked  were  all  very  quiet,  although  they  disliked  very  much  to  s^e  Snelling  arrested. 

f^uestion.  I  refer  more  particularly  to  these  disturbances  accasioned  by  bands  of  dis- 
guised men.  I  wish  to  locate  these  disturbances,  to  ascertain  what  counties  in  the 
State  were  most  subject  to  their  domination. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  from  my  observation ;  that  is,  since  I  have  been  a  mail-agent,  I 
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could  not  give  you  anything  more  than  from  hearsay ;  that  would  be  the  only  evidence 
I  could  give  you,  because  my  traveling  is  all  done  on  railroads,  and  hence  they  have 
not  come  under  my  own  observation. 

Question.  Of  course  the  committee  want  your  opinion,  formed  upon  such  informa- 
tion as  you  deem  reliable  ;  they  do  not  want  any  other  opinion,  unless  you  deem  the 
sources  from  which  you  got  your  information  entirely  reliable. 

Answer.  Well,  sir ;  now,  in  the  case  of  Coleman,  you  heard  him  state  what  was  up 
there  at  Calera.  He  reported  the  matter  to  me,  and  I  directed  him  to  go  on,  and  be 
very  prudent  in  regard  to  his  duties  as  route-agent  on  the  road.  In  the  case  of  the  out- 
rages on  this  Selma  and  Meridian  road,  as  well  as  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  road, 
on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  road,  out  between  here  and  Eutaw,  I  can  state  the  Ku- 
Klux  have  run  off  several  of  the  route-agents,  at  least  one  or  two.  On  the  Selma  and  Meri- 
dian railroad  they  have  absolutely  gone  so  far  as  to  forbid  the  company  from  employing 
negro  firemen  on  the  line  of  the  road  at  all ;  and  the  route-agents  here  have  had  to  leave 
here  and  go  to  other  roads ;  we  have  had  to  remove  them  ;  to  change  them.  In  Talladega 
it  was  stated — this  information  I  received  from  Mr.  Bingham's  son ;  it  was  not  said  to 
me  privately  or  confidentially,  or  any  thing  of  the  kind — that  he  dare  not  express  him- 
self at  all,  and  that  he  had  had  a  difficulty  which  had  like  to  have  remilted  in  blood- 
shed there  with  the  Ku-Klux,  and  in  a  few  weeks  after  that  his  property  was  burned 
up  there  in  Talladega.  This  was  done,  as  he  believed,  by  a  body  of  men  who  were  car- 
rying out  this  lawlessness. 

Question.  A  band  of  men  in  disguise,  did  you  understand  ? 

Ansivcr.  Now,  I  have  heard  two  reports  about  that.  I  will  give  both  them  to  you.  I 
lieard,  first,  that  there  was  a  body  of  disguised  men.  I  then  asked  Mr.  Bingham,  the 
"editor  of  the  State  Journal,  and  ho  told  me  he  did  not  think  they  were  disguised ;  he 
did  not  want  to  talk  about  it;  he  thought  it  was  from  some  ill-feeling  toward  him  or 
his  family. 

Question.  Was  his  son  a  mail-agent  or  route-agent  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  his  son  is  postmaster  of  Talladega.  This  was  all  I  recollect  of  now 
that  have  occurred  since  I  have  been  acting  in  this  capacity  in  this  State. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  disturbances  occasioned  by  bands  of  men  in  dis- 
guise in  the  counties  verging  on  the  Mississippi  line  ? 

Answe)\  I  did,  sir.  I  arrested  the  postmaster  in  Corinth  for  robbing  a  letter,  or  at 
least  I  traced  a  letter  to  his  post-office,  and  told  him  I  was  satisfied  that  letter  was 
Tobbed  in  his  office,  and  while  there  I  learned  of  a  large  number  of  Ku-Klux  having 
taken  out  some  negroes  and  beating  them  very  badly,  and  some  of  them  having  been 
arrested.  I  saw  a  number  of  soldiers — I  think  that  was  at  Oxford.  I  saw  a  number  of 
soldiers  going  down  there,  and  I  think  they  had  one  or  two  men  under  arrest  there. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  in  the  month  of  August.  Well,  then  I  heard  the  rumors  here  at 
Meridian  about  that,  but  I  did  not  see  anything.  I  know  nothing  about  that.  They 
said  these  were  all  Oxford  soldiers,  who  had  come  up  to  that  section  to  arrest  certain 
parties. 

Question.  Did  you  hear)  of  any  troubles  in  Choctaw  County? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  forgotten  the  time.  While  I  was  there  investigating  a 
matter  that  occurred  at  New  Orleans,  or  at  least  I  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  when  I  re- 
turned I  met  Mr.  Luther  Smith  and  a  Judge  Stanwood  on  the  wharf,  a  revenue  agent. 
I  asked  Smith  where  he  was  going.  The  steamer  Cherokee  was  about  to  leave.  I 
asked  Judge  Luther  Smith  where  he  was  going.  He  told  me  he  was  going  to  Choctaw. 
1  said,  "  Do  you  not  feel  apprehensive  in  going  there  f  He  said,  ^'  No  ;  they  have 
burned  my  i)roperty,  my  houses,  I  think,  &c.,  on  my  plantation,  and  I  cannot  sacrifice 
everything.  I  may  as  well  lose  my  life  "as  lose  everything,''  or  something  to  that  effect ; 
and  then  he  went  on  to  give  a  history  of  the  injuries  they  had  done  him  there.  It  was 
not  Judge  Stanwood,  but  Dr.  Foster  ;  I  am  mistaken.  Foster  was  formerly  probate 
judge,  I  think,  and  a  member  of  the  State  senate  from  Choctaw  County.  Foster  told 
me  of  several  occurrences  there  of  beating  and  whipping  and  burning  out  in  Choctaw.  . 
I  tried  to  dissuade  Judge  Smith  from  going  up  there.  I  told  him  I  thought  it  was 
very  reckless  ;  that  his  life  was  much  "better  to  him  than  his  property. 

Question.  Is  that  not  Judge  Smith's  circuit  ? 

A7isiver.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  whether  it  is  or  not. 

Question.  Was  he  going  up  there  to  hold  court  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  he  was  going  up  there  because  he  has  a  farm  up  there. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  disturbances  by  men  banded  together  in  disguise  in 
Sumter  County  ? 

Ansu'cr.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  a  number.  I  heard  of  an  instance  occurring  very 
recently  of  a  negro  having  been  taken  out  of  jail  in  Sumter  County  and  hung.  That 
is  the  only  positive, case. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  disturbances  in  Pickens  County,  north  of  Sumter  ? 
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Answer.  Nothing  jjositive,.  sir ;  notliing  reliable. 

Question.  Any  in  Fayette,  above  that  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  had  several  letters  from  a  gentleman  up  there,  a  revenue 
officer,  in  regard  to  mail  matters,  and  in  those  letters  he  states  to  me  there  is  a  terrible 
state  of  terrorism  in  consequence  of  Ku-Klux  murdering  republicans.  He  did  not  con- 
fine it  to  any  specific  case. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  troubles  in  Tuscaloosa  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  recently  ;  not  in  the  last  live  months. 

Question.  Without  pursuing  this  question  any  further,  doctor,  I  wish  to  inquire  of  you 
■what  has  been  the  general  tone  of  the  democratic  press  in  the  State  of  Alabama  in  re- 
lation to  these  outrages.  Has  the  press  denounced  them,  or  has  it  denied  their  exist- 
ence, or  has  it  justified  or  excused  them  ?  I  wish  to  ascertain  the  general  tone  of  the 
democratic  press  in  this  State  in  relation  to  these  Ku-Klux  outrages. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  unless  the  fact  of  the  outrage  having  been  committed  has  been 
promulgated  by  the  republican  press  of  the  State,  or  by  some  individual  of  the  State, 
they  have  been  perfectly  quiet,  for  they  never  publish  anything  of  the  kind.  Wherever 
it  has  been  published,  they  have  invariably  offered  excuses  to  vindicate  the  parties 
who  had  i:)erpeftrated  it.  For  instance,  I  could  allude  to  the  letter  published  in  the 
Argus  on  myself,  and  the  justification  in  the  editorial.  There  is  one  paper,  however, 
that  I  will  say  is  an  exception  to  that  rule ;  that  is  the  Alabama  Beacon,  published  by 
Colonel  John  G.  Harvey.  Wherever  he  has  been  authoritatively  notified,  or  any  in- 
stance has  come^  under  his  supervision,  he  has  invariably  mentionecl  it,  with  the  strictest 
condemnation. 

Question.  Is  it  the  fashion  of  the  democratic  papers  in  this  State,  so  far  as  you  are 
acquainted  with  them,  to  exhort  the  community  to  rise  in  their  might  and  put  down 
these  outrages  ? 

Ansiver.  I  never  read  a  paper,  and  never  heard  of  a  paper,  even  intimating  such  a 
course,  much  less  to  try  to  urge  upon  the  people  to  do  this. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  if  you  have  discovered  in  the  editorials  of  the  democratic 
papers  anything  which  would  tend  to  excite  the  people  to  commit  outrages  against 
men  denominated  carpet-baggers  or  scalawags,  and  those  who  were  free  and  outspoken 
in  their  political  sentiments,  and  held  the  republican  faith. 

Answer.  The  universal  press  of  Alabama  is  severe  in  its  denunciation  of  carpet-bag- 
gers and  scalawags,  never  losing  any  opportunity  to  publish  any  and  every  descrip- 
tion of  slander  that  they  can  possibly  collect  or  get  hold  of.  There  are  two  or  three 
papers  in  the  State  that  have  come  out  with  such  publications  as  this :  "  If  I  was  that 
community,  I  would  drive  such  and  such  parties  out  of  it ;  I  would  not  permit  them 
to  live  in  our  county.  They  could  not  live  in  our  county ;  they  could  not  live  here.'' 
And  to  seemingly  publish  notices  com]3limentary  to  disguised  parties  for  driving  cer- 
tain individuals  out  of  their  counties. 

Question.  You  think  the  effect  of  these  teachings  is  to  incite  the  animosity  of  the 
people  against  the  republican  party  ? 

Ansiver.  Constantly,  sir.    They  are  all  bending  their  efforts  in  that  way. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  much  of  the  lawlessness  which  prevails  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  is  due  to  the  influence  which  these  inflammatory  editorials  produce? 

Answer.  I  am  convinced  in  my  own  mind  that,  were  the  papers  in  Alabama  to  pursue 
a  different  course,  to  try  to  quiet  rather  than  incite,  the  influence  on  the  community 
would  be  a  benefit  in  the  way  of  entirely,  or  to  a  very  great  extent,  destroying  the 
I)resent  state  of  feeling. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Judge,  did  you  ever  invite  an  investigation  into  your  of&cial  conduct  while 
judge  of  probate  of  Hale  County  ? 

Answer.  I  did,  sir,  and  the  investigation  was  had. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Ansiver.  By  Mr.  James  E.  Webb,  Mr.  J.  J.  Garrett,  and,  I  think,  Mr.  Pitman;  and  I 
have  their  certificate  in  my  trunk  at  home,  or  in  my  valise  at  Montgomery. 

Question.  Did  they  make  a  written  report? 

Answer.  They  did.    I  have  the  report. 

Question,  Who  were  those  men — were  they  democrats  or  republicans — who  made  the 
investigation  ? 

Answer.  All  of  them  were  democrats. 

Question.  Prominent  in  that  community  ? 

Answer.  All  of  them  were  prominent  lawyers. 

Question.  Was  their  report  complimentary  ? 

Answer.  Their  report  was  this:  ^'That,  after  examining  the  books  and  papers  of 
Ji^dge  W.  T.  Blackford  carefully,  we  can  find  nothing  but  what  has  been  correct — we 
can  find  nothing  in  his  office  but  what  has  been  correctly  kept,  and  that  he  ha»  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  the  office  faithfully." 
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Question.  Can  yon  fnrnish  the  committee  with  a  copy  of  the  report  made  by  these 
men? 

Answer.  I  can  furnish  the  committee  with  the  original  report. 

Mr.  Buckley.  The  committee  would  be  glad  to  have  it  to  go  with  your  testimony. 

The  Witness.  It  is  as  follows : 

^^  Greeksborough,  Alabama,  FeJ)niary  25,  1871. 
''  We,  A.  B.  Pitman  and  James  E.  Webb,  having  this  day  examined,  at  the  request 
of  Judge  W.  T.  Blackford,  the  bond  of  administrators,  executors,  and  guardians  ap- 
proved by  him  as  judge  of  probate  for  Hale  County,  and  also  the  fees  and  other  moneys 
received  by  him  in  his  official  capacity,  do  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  these 
books  and  papers^  as  carefully  as  our  time  would  permit,  and  that  we  can  find  nothing 
which  would  cast  any  liability  upon  his  sureties  to  his  official  bond  as  such  judge. 

'^A.  B.  PITMAN. 

"JAMES  E.  WEBB. 

''JAMES  J.  GARRETT.'^ 

The  Witness.  I  will  also  state  that,  under  the  statute  of  Alabama,  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  grand  jury  to  have  the  books  and  papers  of  each  probate  judge  before  them  at 
each  session  of  the  grand  jury.  I  have  heard  some  little  assertions  or  slangs  outside  ; 
such,  for  instance,  as  this :  ''  Well,  he  has  taken  too  much  fees,"  or,  "  He  has  done  some- 
thing in  violation  of  the  law."  I  do  not  remember  the  charges  now.  I  have  gone  in 
before  this  grand  jury,  which  was  composed  altogether,  I  believe,  of  democrats,  with 
the  exception  of,  maybe,  one  or  two  negroes  on  the  grand  jury ;  and  I  have  gone  before 
them,  on  one  occasion  I  recollect  distinctly,  and  said,  "  Gentlemen,  I  challenge  an 
investigation  of  my  books" — I  carried  everything  in—"  and  dare  you  to  do  it.  Isj)eak 
in  this  way  so  as  to  have  your  strictest  scrutiny  of  my  official  duties,  and  the  manner 
in  which  I  manage  this  office."  That  occurred  in  this  last  spring  term  of  the  court.  I 
do  not  supx^ose  a  body  of  more  prominent  citizens  could  be  assembled  in  Hale  County.  I 
selected  the  grand  jury  in  accordance  with  law  myself  ,*  at  least,  in  connection  with 
the  sheriff  and  circuit  clerk,  and  I  urged  ujjon  them  the  selection  of  those  men.  They 
there  had  several  attorneys  to  look  over  my  fees — the  fees  I  charged — and  the  attorneys 
assented  to  them,  so  they  have  told  me  repeatedly  since — that  the  only  thing  I  could  be 
complained  of  was  that  I  had  not  charged  the  full  fee  I  was  entitled  to  by  law ;  and  there 
has  never  a  grand  jury  made  anything  else  than  a  complimentary  report  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  my  office  was  conducted. 

Question.  I  wish  to  refer  to  page  176  of  the  testimony  given  by  Governor  Lindsay, 
and  ask  a  few  questions  upon  it.  He  testifies  that  "  Mr.  Blackford  came  to  me  at  Mont- 
gomery, and,  in  conversation,  said  that  he  felt  that  his  personal  safety  required  he 
should  resign."    Is  that  the  conversation  to  which  you  have  made  reference  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  "  I  replied  to  him  that  I  would  not  accept  his  resignation  for  that  reason ; 
that  I  did  not  think  he  was  in  danger ;  and  that  I  w^ould  not  be  a  party  to  encourage 
the  resignation  of  any  officer  on  account  of  such  apprehensions,  or  on  account  of 
threats."  I  desire  to  ask  if  you  have  hearcl  of  any  other  republican  officers  being 
threatened  or  having  Ku-Klux  letters  sent  to  them  in  this  part  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  George  M.  Duskin,  then  county  solicitor,  has  received  such  letters. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  The  county  solicitor  of  what  county  ? 

Answer.  Of  Hale  County.  He  has  received  these  letters,  one  or  two  of  them.  C.  W. 
Hatch,  the  postmaster  there,  has  also  received  them. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Arthur  A.  Smith,  the  circuit  clerk  of  Greene,  re- 
ceived such  letters  ? 

Answer.  He  showed  me  two  letters  he  received. 

Question.  Did  he  afterwards  resign  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Ku-Klux  letters  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  Judge  Luther  R.  Smith  received  such  letters,  and 
was  called  upon  to  resign  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  in  a  newspaper  publication  that  the  citizens  of  Livingston — I  think 
it  was  Livingston — had  met  and  passed  a  set  of  resolutions  asking  him  to  resign,  stat- 
ing that  he  should  not  hold  court  there. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  citizens  of  Choctaw  had  held  a  meeting  and 
passed  similar  resolutions? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  that  spoken  of.  I  heard  that  spoken  of  in  Montgomery.  I 
"was  in  Montgomery.    I  never  heard  anything  except  the  conversation. 
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Question.  Did  you  ever  bear  whether  the  county  officers — whether  the  probate  judge 
and  sheriff  of  Cboctaw^  County  had  received  threatening  letters,  and  afterward  bad 
resigned,  fron>  fear  of  their  personal  safety  ? 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that  the  probate  judge  of  Choctaw  County  was  coiopelled 
to  resign  in  consequence  of  the  danger  that  surrounded  him. 

Qtiesiion.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  the  officers  of  Perry  County  had  received  similar 
letters  and  threats  ? 

Answer.  I  had ;  and  was  told  by  Judge  Williams  that  it  was  simply  out  of  the  ques- 
tion for  him  to  stay  there  with  any  hope  of  safety.  I  think  that  was  his  language. 
There  is  anofcher  Ku-Klux  letter,  I  will  state,  since  you  mention  that.  While  Mi?.  J.  Q. 
Smith  -was  holding  circuit  court,  in  the  Ml  of  1870  I  think  it  was,  he  received  a  letter — 
I  forget  precisely  the  purport  of  it,  but  at  all  events  he  was  very  much  alarmed  about 
it,  and  sent  for  Mr.  Dnsldn,  the  solicitor,  and  myself,  and  consulted  us  as  to  what  he 
had  better  do,  and,  finally,  said  he  woul^  adjourn  the  court.  We  toid  him  not  to  do  so. 
I  said  I  did  not  think  they  certainly  were  so  violent  as  that.  Mr.  Duskin  went  out  and 
told  some  prominent  attorneys  there  that  he  was  apprehensive  that  Judge  Smith  would 
adjourn  the  court,  and  they  at  once  protested  against  anything  of  the  kind  ;  and  Judge 
Smith  in  the  morning  read  the  Ku-Klux  notice  to  the  bar  of  Greensborough,  in  Hale 
County,  and  told  them  that  if  that  was  the  feeling — I  think  that  Avas  what  he  said — if 
that  was  the  feeling,  he  would  adjourn  the  court  instanter,  or  something  like  that. 
The  bar  protested  against  it,  and  said  they  would  certainly  give  him  any  protection 
hewished;  and  there  were  a  great  number  of  speeches  made  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
bar. 

Question.  I  invite  your  attention  to  another  portion  of  this  testimony.  Governor 
Lindsay  says:  ^^I  accepted  his  resignation  with  the  belief  that  he  had  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  his  successor,  a  man  of  very  good  standing,  a  democrat,  but  of  moderatH 
views.  About  the  time  I  accepted  his  resignation,  another  party  came  up  and  pressed 
upon  me  to  give  the  appointment  to  him."  Had  you  any  agreement  or  understanding, 
except  the  understanding  and  agreement  to  which  you  have  referred  already,  in  regard 
to  the  sale  of  your  real  estate  ? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world ;  and  so  far  from  it,  there  were  some  of  the  citizens  (the 
negroes)  of  the  county  became  very  much  interested  in  this  matter,  and  told  the  people 
that  they  would  follow  me,  or  something  of  the  kind,  no  matter  where  I  went — that 
their  only  hope  of  x)rotection  was  gone  when  I  left  the  office;  and  the  citizens,  to  make 
the  impression  upon  them  that  this  was  a  A^oluntary  act  of  mine,  appointed  a  commit- 
tee, and  a  meeting  was  appointed,  of  white  gentlemen  and  colored  people,  to  meet  at 
Colonel  Harvey's  office.  I  met  them  there,  and  told  the  citizens  that  I  did  not  w^ant 
to  resign,  that  I  did  not  want  to  leave  the  country,  and  that  this  matter — the  matter  of 
my  leaving — was  comjjulsory  entirely. 

Question.  Doctor,  in  the  testimony  you  have  given  the  committee,  you  have  spoken 
of  the  people  of  Hale  County  with  considerable  freedom.  I  desire  to  ask  if  you  have 
any  feeling^s  of  animosity  toward  the  citizens  of  that  county  ;  if  you  complain  only  of 
their  treatment  to  you  as  a  republican,  or  if  you  have  any  personal  grievances  to  com- 
plain of  ? 

Answer.  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  if  peace  could.be  restored  to  Hale  County,  if  I 
could  feel  that  my  life  w^as  safe  there,  I  would .  not  think  of  ever  leaving  it.  To  the 
people  there  I  have  the  fondest  attachment,  and  nothing  but  a  stern  sense  of  duty, 
with  the  hope  that  what  1  have  stated  here  may  be  the  means  of  bringing  about  peace, 
would  ever  have  induced  me  to  make  the  statement.  I  have  not  an  unkind  feeling  to 
a  man,  woman,  or  child  in  Hale  County. 

Question.  Your  difi'erences,  then,  are  political  ? 

Answer.  Altogether,  altogether. 

Question.  And  in  taking  the  course  you  have,  you  have  followed  your  honest  convic- 
tions in  forming  your  party  affiliations? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  originally  I  obeyed  the  request  of  the  citizens.  In  1867,  before  there 
was  a  republican  party  organized  in  the  South,  I  was  asked  by  the  best  citizens  there 
to  preside  over  a  meeting,  that  they  would  proj^ose  to  co-operate  with  it ;  they  thought 
they  had  better,  and  it  was  my  opinion,  after  we  conversed  about  the  reconstruction 
acts,  &c.,  that  it  was  better  that  the  people  of  the  South  should  take  these  offices,  take 
charge  of  the  politics  of  the  country,  and  that  we  will  all  fall  in  and  su})port  the  recon- 
struction measures  of  Congress.  That  meeting  was  called,  and,  according  to  their 
request,  I  presided.  Mr.  Jeli'ries  and  B.  L.  Whelan  acted  as  secretaries.  Squire  Wright 
came  upon  the  stand,  where  I  was  sitting.  Mr.  Boardman,  who  had  manifested  a  good 
deal  of  interest  in  the  acceptance  of  these  measures,  stated  to  Mr.  Jefiries  and  Mr. 
Whelan,  here  is  the  place  to  make  connection.  During  that  meeting  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Ramsey  made  some  remarks  that  were  very  severe  in  regard  to  the  reconstructiou 
measures,  and  the  white  people  became  a  little  alarmed  about  the  acceptance  of  the 
re<^nstruction  measures,  right  on  the  ground.  There  w^as  going  to  be  a  State  conven- 
tioh,  a  political  convention.  The  negroes  then  selected  several  parties  to  represent 
them  in  that  at  Montgomery,  and  when  they  went  on  the  ground  proposed  to  select 
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a  white  man ;  but  these  parties  declined.  Mr.  Jeffries  and  Mr.  Whelan  all  declined, 
but  myself.  I  felt  a  little  provoked  at  their  course  toward  me,  and  I  got  uj),  and  made 
a  few  remarks  to  the  meeting.  Subsequently^  however,  the  matter  was  all  reconciled, 
and  in  July — if  you  will  take  the  Alabama  Beacon  of  July,  you  will  find  these  very 
men  reassuming  their  former  position,  and  passing  a  set  of  resolutions,  one  of  which  was, 
^' We  hereby  accept  the  reconstruction  measures  of  Congress,"  and  in  that  we  were  all 
in  harmony,  as  I  supposed,  and  we  went  on  cordially  until  after  the  convention  at 
Montgomery,  when  they  concluded  that  this  was  a  white  man's  party,  and  a  white 
man's  Government,  and  then  they  all  split  off,  and  from  that  day  to  this  I  have  been 
the  subject  of  all  the  anathemas  and  maledictions  that  ever,  I  reckon,  were  heaped  on 
the  vshoulders  of  any  poor  devil. 

By  Mr.  Bi^air  : 

Question.  Mr.  Blackford,  you  have  stated  in  your  testimony  that  the  people  of  the 
South  show  a  disposition  to  concJJiate  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
when  they  make  their  appearance  in  any  community,  but  you  have  assigned  to  them 
a  motive  very  derogatory  to  them.  I  wish  to  ask  you 'whether  the  action  of  the 
people  of  Alabama  in  that  respect  is  not  open  to  another  construction  than  the  one 
which  you  have  given  ? 

Anstver.  None  that  I  know  of,  sir, 

Question.  Is  it  not  possible  that  they  recognize  the  Army  officers  as  gentlemen,  and 
treat  them'  as  such  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  they  do. 

Question.  Is  it  not  fairly  possible  that  they  accept  them  as  brave  antagonists,  who 
have  in  the  late  war  shown  courage  and  gallantry,  and  as  such  are  entitled  to  the 
good  feeling  and  admiration  of  their  opponents? 

Answer.  That  is  the  case  where  those  otjficers  are  democrats,  and  express  an  equal 
amount  of  hatred  to  the  party  now  in  power,  or  to  the  republican  parfy.  Wherever 
those  officers  express  that,  I  think  their  cordiality  is  then  sincere. 

Question.  You  believe  that  they  are  capable  of  any  amount  of  deception  in  this 
matter  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  to  accomplish  their  own  ends,  I  do. 

Question.  You  fail  to" see  any  motive  of  magnanimity,  or  a  just  conception  of  their 
condition,  in  their  treatment  of  the  soldiers  of  the  North  ? 

Answer.  Eepeat  that. 

Question.  You  fail  to  see  any  just  appreciation  of  the  position  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
North  toward  them,  in  the  people  of  the  South  ? 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  do  appreciate  them  at  all. 

Question.  In  the  attack  which  was  made  upon  you  in  the  county-seat  of  Hale 
County,  the  town  of  Greensborough,  was  there  no  other  motive,  within  your  knowledge, 
except  their  political  hostility  to  you  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of.  I  heard  it  afterward  asserted,  but  I  never  credited 
it  for  a  moment,  that  there  was  a  party,  who  had  held  the  office  before  I  did,  claimed 
that  it  was  his  by  matter  of  right,  and  some  parties,  in  order  to  offer  an  excuse  for  the 
matter,  stated  that  it  was  his  act,  and  not  the  act  of  the  community.  That  is,  if  I  have 
comprehended  your  question  properly.  I  allude  to  the  late  Judge  Hutchinson,  now 
dead.    I  have  heard  of  that  as  an  excuse. 

Question.  You  have  heard  it  attributed  to  him  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  it  was  him  that  brought  about  and  instigated  this. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  it  was  because  you  had  a  negro  woman  in  bed 
with  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  any  such  thing. 

Question.  Was  not  that  a  fact  ? 

Answer.  Sir ! 

Question.  Was  not  that  a  fact  ? 

Answer.  Which? 

Question.  That  you  were  in  bed  with  a  negro  woman  on  the  night  when  these  people 
visited  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  was  not. 

Question.  And  you  did  not  leave  her  in  the  bed  when  you  absconded  from  that  bed  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  leave  her  in  the  bed  when  I  absconded ;  there  was  no  negro 
woman  there  in  bed  with  me.  There  were,  in  the  alarm,  negro  women  on  the  lot,  and 
when  I  ran  out  these  negro  women  became  alarmed ;  one  of  them  ran  into  the  room 
attempting  to  hide  herself  at  the  time  the  Ku-Klux  were  surrounding  the  house. 
They  thought — the  negro  women  and  men,  and  everybody — that  I  was  still  in  the 
room,  and  ran  in  there  to  try  to  get  me,  and  they  closed  up  around  the  house,  and 
cajight  her  there,  and  she  doubled  up  in  the  bedclothes  to  prevent  being  seen.  This  is 
what  I  learned  from  the  negroes  on  the  lot  afterward. 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  it  alleged  that  it  was  because  you  were  openly  cohabiting 
with  a  negro  woman,  that  this  attack  was  made  upon  you  ? 
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Answer.  No^  sir,  I  never  did,  nor  no  other  person  in  that  community;  and  there  is 
not  a  white  man,  Avho  is  a  gentleman,  in  that  community,  who  will  venture  that 
assertion. 

Question.  It  has  been  asserted  to  me  and  I  shall  have  the  evidence  of  it. 

Answer.  Well,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  sir,  was  it  not  asserted  openly,  and  was  it  not  a  fact,  that  in  the  sale 
of  your  property  there  you  also  sold  that  office  ? 

Answer.  If  so,  it  was  falsely  asserted,  and  as  a  reference  to  that  falsehood  I  refer  you 
to  Mr.  William  D.  Lee,  Mr.  Madison  Jones,  and,  I  Jthink,  John  Henry  Webb — three 
gentlemen  who  came  to  my  office  and  asked  me  this  question  :  "  Do  you  consider  that 
you  have  sold  your  office  ;  do  you  leave  here  voluntarily  now,  or,  if  not,  we  are  parties 
now  to  the  subscription  for  the  purchase  of  your  property  ;  and  if  you  do  not  say  to  us" 
— they  tried  to  extort  the  assertion  from  me — '•  if  you  do  not  say  this  is  voluntarily  done 
we  will  have  nothing. more  to  do  with  it.  We  do  not  propose  to  lend  ourselves  to  any 
such  a  thing,"  I  replied,  "  Gentlemen,  I  would  not  leave  this  i)lace  for  any  considera- 
tion, if  you  will  promise  me  protection."  The  office  oj  the  property  solely,  any  gen- 
tleman there  will  tell  you,  was  worth  far  more  than  what  I  got  for  it.  There  it  stands 
as  a  matter  of  observation.  It  is  the  square  in  front  of  the  court-house.  The  rent  of 
the  property  was  bringing  me  in,  as  you  will  see  by  that  sale,  somewhere  between 
seven  and  eight  hundred  dollars  a  year.  And  another  valuable  lot  with  stabling  and 
everything  of  t\ie  kind  on  it  was  all  included  for  $5,500.  That  certainly  could  not  be 
included  in  a  sale  of— in  fact  there  never  was  an  intimation  to  me — but  about  four  or 
five  raonths  previous  to  that,  immediately  after  the  election  of  Lindsay  that  I  alluded 
to  in  my  testimony — to  purchase  my  office.  I  had  too  much  interest  there.  I  owned, 
I  think,  six  fine  horses  there  ;  one  of  the  horses  I  was  compelled  to  sacrifice  at  $300, 
that  I  was  offered  $550,  in  Montgomery,  for  a  half  interest  in,  but  I  sold  that  horse  for 
about  $200  to  William  Tinker ;  I  called  him  Brick  Pomeroy.  I  would  not  have  touched 
$1,000  for  him.  Put  me  right  back,  and  put  that  horse  in  my  possession  now,  as  good 
as  he  was,  and  now,  with  my  facilities  for  carrying  him  off,  I  would  not  take  $1,000  for 
him.  A  black  mare,  also,  a  thorougli-bred  mare,  I  would  not  have  taken  -$500 for  her  ,* 
and  I  sacrificed  her  for  little  or  nothing.  I  had  t3uilt  a  race-track  there  at  an  expense 
— a  mile  track— at  an  expense  of  about  $2,700  in  money 

Question.  That  is  not  responsive  to  my  question. 

Ansiver.  I  am  just  stating  why  I  would  not  have  sacrificed  these  things. 

Question.  My  question  was  as  to  the  sale  of  the  office. 

Answer.  There  never  was  such  a  thing  intimated,  and  upon  your  further  investiga- 
tion from  citizens  there  you  will  find  that  to  be  the  case. 

Qv£stion.  The  governor  evidently  understood  the  transaction  in  that  light? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  the  governor  did. 

Question.  I  expect  the  governor  understood  what  he  thought  better  than  you  do.  He 
says  so  in  his  evidence. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  The  governor,  it  seems,  did  not  appoint  the  man  who  was  recommended, 
did'he? 
Ansiver.  No,  sir,  he  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  will  read,  in  this  connection,  page  176,  and  ask  you  that  question : 
"  By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

^'  Question.  The  same  man  he  had  recommended? 

"  Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  his  own  appointment,  recommended  by  the  leading  citizens  of 
Hale  County,  of  both  parties.  Upon  inquiry  I  discovered  that  the  appointment  of 
either  of  them  would  not  restore  harmony  to  the  people,  and  I  therefore  refused  to 
appoint  either  of  them,  and  selected  and  appointed  another  man.  I  tendered  the  office 
to  him ;  he  did  not  know  I  was  going  to  appoint  him." 

The  Witness.  The  circumstances  of  that  were  these  :  when  some  citizen,  I  think  it 
was  J.  T.  Walker,  esq.,  asked  me  if  I  had  any  choice  about  who  should  succeed  me,  I 
told  him,  '^Not  a  particle."  ''Well,"  said  he,  '-'would  not  you  as  soon  Mr.  D.  D.  Gar- 
rett, esq.  had  it  as  anybody  else  f  I  said,  "  Certainly,  but  it  is  immaterial  to  me,  Mr. 
Walker,  who  gets  this  office,  perfectly  so."  Said  he,  '"'  The  citizens  do  not  want  Hutch- 
ison ;  he  is  too  violent  entirely,"  and  went  on  and  said  something  else  about  Mr. 
Hutchison,  and  that  the  people  were  very  much  opposed  to  him,  and  that  he  thought 
Garrett  would  make  a  good  officer,  &c.  I  told  him  I  had  no  objections  to  Mr.  Garrett, 
or  Mr.  anybody.  Mr.  Garrett  sent  forward  his  petition,  and  Mr.  Walker  went  to  Mont- 
gomery and  represented  him.  In  a  few  days  afterward  Judge  A..  A.  Coleman  went 
th^e  to  represent  the  interest  of  Judge  Hutchison,  the  gentleman  I  succeeded.  A  dis- 
cussion arose  there,  of  the  particulars  of  which  I  do  not  know  a  thing,  except  as  I  would 
hear  it  from  Mr.  Walker's  letters  back  to  some  citizens  there.  And  Mr.  Duskin,  the  re- 
publican representative  in  the  legislature,  urged  uj^on  the  governor  the  appointment 
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of  Mr.  Briggs,  the  then  deputy  sheriff.  There  was  some  feeling  in  opposition  to  him — 
so  much.so  that  Mr.  Duskin  in  a  day  or  two  abandoned  Mr.  Briggs,  and  then  stated  to 
Mr.  Walker,  "  Suppose  you  put  my  friend  Hobson  in  and  take  him  as  a  compromise." 
Mr.  Walker  remarked,  '^  If  I  fail  with  Garrett,  I  believe  that  is  the  best  policy."  This 
discussion  went  on  before  the  governor  there,  for,  I  reckon,  two  weeks,  may  be  more, 
may  be  a  little  less,  but  I  think  it  was  fully  that  time.  I  think  it  was  more.  It  be- 
came very  bitter,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  about  it  in  Green sborough,  and 
then  Mr.  Hobson  finally  was  appointed.  The  governor  accepted  the  compromise  man 
Duskin  remarked  when  he  came  home,  '^  That  is  all  I  could  do }  of  course  he  was  not 
going  to  appoint  any  of  our  friends,  and  Hobson  being  from  North  Carolina,  and  I  like 
him,  and  I  j  nst  thought  to  make  the  best  out  of  a  bad  bargain  f'  or  to  something  like  that. 
I  think  that  was  his  reply  to  me ;  that  was  all  I  had  to  do  with  Mr.  Hobson's  appoint- 
ment. I  never  said  a  word  about  it  to  any  person  at  all.  I  say  here  now,  while  Mr. 
Hobson  is  a  warm,  strong,  devoted  democrat,  yet  he  is  a  gentleman,  I  think,  and  a 
very  good  man,  and  I  heartily  agreed  with  Mr.  Duskin  when  he  stated  that  bethought 
that  was  better  than  either  of  the  others  mentioned. 

Question.  The  governor  says,  "  I  heard  no  more  of  him"-»-speaking  of  you — "  for  two 
or  three  weeks,  when  he  came  to  Montgomery  in  company  with  a  gentleman  from  that 
county,  tendered  his  resignation,  and  at  the  same  time  presented  a  letter  recommending 
a  party  to  succeed  him." 

Answer.  That  is  a  mistake. 

Question.  Did  you  present  the  letter  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  That  is  a  mistake.  I  did  not  present  the  letter,  and  no  gentleman 
went  with  me  to  Montgomery. 

Question.  ^*  I  accepted,  his  resignation  with  the  belief  that  he  had  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  his  successor,  a  man  of  very  good  standing,  a  democrat,  but  of  moderate 
views."  This  after  refusing  to  accept  your  resignation  when  you  placed  it  on  the 
ground  that  you  were  not  safe  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  former  part  of  that  statement,  as  you  have  it  in  my  testimony. 
He  did  say  he  could  not  encourage  such  a  thing,  and  could  not  accept  my  resignation. 
I  then  said  to  him,  ^'  What  security  do  you  propose  now  that  I  shall  receive ;  what 
protection  or  security  is  there  for  me ;  how  do  yon  propose  to  give  me  ]3rotection  ?  And 
he  went  on  to  state  to  me  just  what  I  stated  in  my  testimony,  which  was  about  this, 
that  I  had  alluded  to  the  press,  the  Selma  Times,  what  it  had  stated  about  this  out- 
rage, also  that  he  had  written  to  the  people  there  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and  that 
these  things  must  be  stopped,  &c.  That  is  just  what  I  stated,  and  that  is  what  he 
stated  to  me. 

Answer.  And  that  he  encouraged  the  organization  of  volunteer  companies  of  militia 
to  give  you  protection  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  says  he  heard  no  more  of  you — after  the  sentence  that  he  refused  to 
accept  your  resignation  on  account  of  any  such  apprehension — he  heard  no  more  of 
you  for  two  or  three  weeks,  when  you  came  to  Montgon^ery  in  company  with  a  gentle- 
man from  that  county,  tendered  your  resignation,  and  at  the  same  time  presented  a 
letter  recommending  a  party  to  succeed  you  ? 

Answer.  I  never  presented  to  him  a  letter  of  my  own.  I  carried  a  letter  there  of  Mr. 
J.  T.  Walker,  who  requested  the  appointment  of  a  gentleman  to  succeed  me,  but  there 
was  never  a  gentleman  accompanied  me  to  Montgomery. 

Question.  All  that  I  want  is  a  distinct  yes  or  no  to  the  question.  I  have  asked  you 
whether  you  had  any  understanding  with  anybody  to  receive  money  for  resigning  that 
office,  in  case  he  got  the  appointment  in  your  place  ? 

Answer.  Never;  emphatically,  no. 

Question.  I  will  ask  yqu  another  question.  Is  it  not  a  very  common  practice  among 
the  men  in  Alabama,  who  obtain  office  under  similar  circumstances  with  yourself,  to 
sell  those  offices  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  answer  that  question  in  a  monosyllable. 

Question.  Answer  it  any  way  you  please. 

Answer.  Very  well.  I  have  heard  of  two  such  instances.  Others  who  have  resigned 
have  assured  me  positively  that  the  only  condition  in  their  resignation — I  allude  now 
particularly  to  Judge  Williams — that  the  only  condition  in  their  resignation  was  that 
they  would  simply  take  their  property  that  they  owned  off  of  their  lands  at.  a  reason- 
able price. 

Question.  What  are  the  two  instances  in  which  you  heard  of  a  party  selling  office  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  John  S.  Keffer,  of  Montgomery,  I  heard  he  sold  his  office  outright ;  and 
that  Mr.  Barber,  sheriff  of  Montgomery,  sold  his  office  outright. 

Question.  Were  they  carpet-baggers  ? 

Answer.  They  were  northern  men.    Those  were  the  two  instances. 

Question.  Benjamin  H.  Williams,  carpet-bagger,  sold  the  probate  judgeship ^f  Perry 
County  to  Augustus  Y.  Hughes  for  $5,000  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  he  sold  him  a  house  and  lot  for  $5,000  in  the  town  of  Marion.    I 
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have  been  in  the  house,  and  I  think  all  that  is  necessary  would  he  merely  to  go  and 
see  it,  and  inquire  the  price  of  property  there,  and  see  if  that  is  all  he  got  for  it ;  all 
that  is  necessary  is  to  see  that  to  convince  any  one  that  that  is  a  mistake. 

Question.  DidDaniel  H.  Slawson,  circuit  clerk  of  the  same  county,  sell  his  commis- 
sion to  Seawell  Jones  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  any  such  transaction. 

Question.  Did  the  sheriff  of  the  same  county,  also  a  State  senator,  Wyman  by  name, 
sell  out  to  H.  H.  Mosely  for  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  that  asserted,  hut  never  knew  whether  he  did  or  not.  I  heard  it 
asserted  in  conversation,  hut  never  spoke  to  Mr.  Wyman  or  saw  him  during  the  time 
he  was  sheriff  but  once,  and  that  was  before  he  resigned,  or  just  about  the  time  he 
got  the  appointment,  in  fact.  At  the  time  of  his  resignation  and  leaving  Perry  County 
I  did  not  see  him.  I  never  heard,  except  in  a  conversation  that  occurred,  I  think,  in 
Montgomery,  that  he  had  done  so;  but  I  know  nothing  of  the  facts  connected  w^ith 
that.  Of  Mr.  Williams  I  did,  for  I  conversed  with  him  freely  on  that  matter,  and  told 
him  how  wrong  I  thought  it  was  for  any  person  to  make  capital  of  the  rights  or  the 
suffrages  of  the  people.  The' process  by  which  these  offices  were  sold  was  simply  to 
send  in  their  resignations  after  recommendations  were  prepared  for  their  successors. 

Question.  Is  that  the  process  ? 

Answer.  I  understood,  or  I  heard,  that  the  gentleman  who  purchased  Mr.  Keffer's 
office  had  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Keffer  in  his  pocket  when  he  went  to  the  governor  to 
get  the  appointment  of  that  place;  and  that  if  the  governor  gavehim  the  appoint- 
ment, that  then  he  was  to  receive  so  much  money — the  amount  I  never  heard  until 
lately.  I  heard  it  asserted  since  the  present  canvass  commenced  there,  by  some  oppo- 
nents of  his — there  is  a  split  or  bolt  in  the  i>arty— that  he  got  a  thousand  dollars  for  it. 
I  heard  that  asserted,  and  that  that  was  the  way  that  that  was  managed. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  purchasers  of  these  offices  were  democrats  wherever 
they  were  reputed  to  be  purchased  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  altogether  democrats'. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  served  in  the  confederate  army  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  your  disabilities  ever  been  removed  ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  any  disabilities  to  remove.  I  never  took  an  oath  of  office  in 
the  confederate  army  at  all.  I  assure  you  I  never  did  anything  voluntarily.  What  I 
mean  by  that  is — I  wish  to  be  understood  thoroughly — that  my  sympathy  for  the  sick 
and  w6unded  of  the  confederate  army,  or  for  any  person  suffering,  always  prompted 
every  act  of  kindness  to  the  soldiers.  I  gave  the  confederates  myself,  my  w^hole  office, 
and  everything  of  the  kind,  when  they  would  come  along  there  wounded,  and  w^hen- 
ever  they  were  not  taken  into  the  house  even  by  other  parties. 

Question.  Did  not  your  oath  of  office,  when  you  lirst  assumed  your  office  as  probate 
judge,  require  you  to  swear  that  you  had  never  taken  up  arms  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States? 

Ansiver.  Never  voluntarily  taken  up  arms,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Or  given  aid  or  comfort  to  its  enemies  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  the  test  oath  required  of  State  officers  ? 
Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  Are  you  not  mistaken  in  that  regard,  doctor  ? 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  It  was  required  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  took  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  After  1868  ? 

Answer,.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  tell  you  why  I  took  it.  You  will  recollect  the  opinion  of  Mr. 
Hoar,  the  Attorney  General  of  Andrew  Johnson,  who  gave  his  legal  opinion  in  regard 
to  that  oath  applying  to  physicians  ;  and  I  never  had  done  voluntarily  anything  for 
the  confederacy,  in  aiding  or  abetting  the  enemies  of  the  United  States.  All  that  I 
ever  did  was  compulsory. 

Question.  In  connection  with  disabilities,  I  will  ask,  by  a  bill  which  passed  Congress, 
were  not  all  persons  in  the  State  of  Alabama  who  had  been  elected  to  office  at  the 
satoie  time  that  the  constitution  was  adopted  in  1868,  before  election,  relieved  of  their 
political  disabilities  ? 

Answefi\  I  so  understood  it. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ALABAMA SUB-COMMITTEE.  1301 

Question.  Be  tbey  republicans  or  democrats  ? 

Ansiver.  I  so  iinder&tood.     I  learned  that  from  Judge  Whelan. 

Mr.  Blair.  That  is  not  the  question  I  asked.  If  Mr.  Buckley  had  paid  attention  to 
my  question,  he  would  have  found  that  Avas  not  involved  in  my  question  at  all.  The 
State  of  Alabama  required  all  the  officers  elected  at  that  time  to  take  the  test-oath. 

Mr.  Buckley.  I  beg  pardon^  general,  not  State  officers. 

Mr.  Blair.  Yes,  sir ;  State  otticers.  It  was  repealed,  at  a  subsequent  session  of  the 
legislature. 

The  Witness.  That  was  never  ihy  understanding.  That  was  not  part  of  the  consti- 
tution of  Alabama. 

Mr.  Buckley.  The  disfrancliise  clause  was  part  of  it.  That  disfranchised  a  certain 
class  of  people  from  voting  at  the  time  the  constitution  was  adopted.  By  a  two- 
thirds  vote  of  the  legislature,  that  might  be  removed. 

Mr.  Blair.  The  witness  has  stated  that  he  took  the  oath.  I  expect  he  knows  whether 
he  took  it  or  not. 

The  Witness.  My  impression  is  that  I  took  the  test-oath.  I  took  what  is  known  as 
the  iron-clad  oath,  which  I  feel  that  I  could  have  taken  every  day  in  the  week,  and  I 
feel  that  I  could  do  it  as  conscientiously  as  I  know  that  I  have  to  account  for  what  I 
am  saying  here. 

Mr.  Blair.  That  answers  my  question. 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  think,  however,  that  the  test-oath  was  administered  to  me  as 
an  officer;  but  I  have  taken  the  test-oatb  for  some  cause  or  something  or  other,  I  am 
satisfied.  I  am  not  positive  as  regards  my  office,  but  I  am  positive  that  I  have  taken 
the  iron-clad  oath. 

Question.  You  held  the  office  of  probate  judge  for  about  two  years  and  a  half? 

Ansive7\  About  two  years  and  a  half,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  never  interfered  witb  in  that  office  until  the  time  you  have  men- 
tioned here  ? 

Answer.  The  19th  of  January. 

Question.  That  made  about  two  years  and  a  half  you  held  the  office  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  ask  you,  what  do  you  mean  by  being  inter- 
fered with? 

Ansiver.  Being  attempted  to  be  injured  in  any  way  except  at  this  time  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  Well,  no  sir<  I  do  not  believe  that  I  had,  except  I  have  had  parties  to  come 
into  my  court,  the  county  court,  and  attempt,  by  noises,  &c.,  to  overawe  my  decision, 
when  a  white  man  was  being  tried  for  beating  a  negro,  and  when  there  was  some  violence 
there  in  the  town — some  fighting,  or  something  of  that  kind.  I  have  had  parties  to  come 
in,  and  by  menaces  and  whispering,  &c.,  I  have  been  interrupted  in  that  way  two  or 
three  times.  On  one  or  two  occasions,  while  attempting  to  make  speeches,  I  have  had 
men  walk  up  with  their  knives  drawn  on  me. 

Question.  Give  us  the  names  of  those  parties  who  drew  their  knives  on  you  when 
making  speeches. 

Answer.  On  one  occasion  the  democrats  were  holding  a  meeting  over  at  the  court-house, 
just  across  the  street,  and  I  was  sitting  in  my  office.  They  called  the  negroes  up  there. 
A  great  many  went.  There  was  a  man  named  Mr.  Rosser,  who  stated  to  the  negroes 
that  lie  was  a  conservative  man — an  old-line  whig,  &c.  The  negroes  listened  to  him  a 
little  while,  and  turned  around.  I  suppose  one  hundred  or  two  or  three  hundred — 
may  be  one  hundred  and  fifty — and  they  came  over  to  the  office  and  commenced  halloo- 
ing for  me  to  come  out.  I  went  out  on  my  piazza  and  told  them  I  did  not  wish  to  make 
them  a  speech ;  that  I  did  not  think  it  was  proper ;  and  about  that  time,  Dr.  Moore,  a 
very  prominent  man  there,  was  drinking  a  little,  and  he  came  up  towards  me  with  his 
knife.  Several  of  the  white  people  caught  him,  and  some  of  the  white  people  stood 
back,  and  said,  ''Let  him  alone."  I  desisted  from  the  speech,  and  several  other  men 
came.  This  created  a  good  deal  of  consternation,  and  several  others  rushed  me  back 
into  the  office.  On  such  occasions  as  tliat,  I  was  frequently  interrupted  politically. 
There  was  no  person  there,  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  my  office,  interrupted  me, 
that  I  now  recollect  of. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  you  made  frequent  attempts  to  disorganize  the  labor  of 
the  county  by  making  statements  to  the  negroes  that  they  were  not  paid  as  much  as 
they  ought  to  have^  interfering  with  the  bargains  the  negroes  had  made  with  their 
employers  ? 

Answer.  The  reverse  of  that  is  the  fact.  I  have  made  all  my  speeches  publicly,  where 
white  people  came  and  listened.  I  urged  the  negro,  in  the  presence  of  white  men, 
to  make  the  best  contract  he  could,  and,  when  he  did  make  that  contract,  to  abide  by 
it  tn  good  faith,  and  to  give  that  man  good  service ;  that  can  be  attested  by  the  very 
best  men  in  that  community,  the  planters  of  that  country  ,*  and  I  never  heard  of  but 
one  man  that  made  a  complaint  in  that  way,  and  that  was  not  in  regard  to  that,  but 
the  fact  of  my  right  to  advise  the  negroes  in  any  respect  whatever.    I  will  name  the 
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gentlemen  who  were  in  the  habit  of  hearing  these  speeches,  so  as  to  give  you  the  ben- 
efit of  their  evidence ;  they  are  responsible  gentlemen,  too ;  you  can  take  for  that  class 
of  men  such  men  as  William  D.  Lee,  E.  O.  Jones 

Question.  Allen  Jones  ? 

Ansiver,  I  do  not  know  whether  Allen  Jones  ever  heard  a  labor-speech  or  not.  John 
H.  Y.  Webb,  Mr.  Castlemain,  Dr.  Wads  worth,  I  think  Dr.  Peterson,  the  brother-in-law 
of  Dr.  Wadsworth.  I  could  nofrecollect,  but  a  large  number  of  citizens  usually  came 
up  to  hear  what  I  had  to  say,  and  if  they  ever  objected  to  it  I  know  they  would  have 
told  me  so. 

Question.  In  speaking  of  this  attack  of  which  you  complain,  made  on  you  by  dis- 
guised men,  you  say  that  four  mouths  prior  to  that  "  a  prominent  confederate  general 
asked  me  to  resign,  said  I  had  better  resign,  and  in  the  second  conversation  I  agreed  to 
it  if  they  would  pay  for  my  property.  A  kind  of  negotiation  ensued."  Mr.  Thomas 
Day,  partner  of  Judge  Coleman,  appeared  for  you  in  this  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  appeared  for  the  other  parties. 

Question.  Mr.  Day  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  was  this  prominent  confederate  general  who  asked  you  to  resign  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  General  Rucker. 

Question.  On  what  occasion  was  it  that  you  drew  your  i)istol  upon  a  United  States 
soldier,  and  told  him  you  would  shoot  him  if  he  would  not  desist  ? 

Answer.  It  was  on  the  day  of  the  election. 

Question.  What  election  ?      •  * 

Ansiver,  For  the  constitution  ;  the  day  we  voted  on  the  constitution.  I  think  that 
was  the  day. 

Question.  What  office  did  you  hold  then  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  was  not  the  day  of  the  constitutional  election,  it  was  the  day  on 
which  the  election,  I  think,  of  officers  took  place,  and  I  know  that  I  was — or  at  least 
my  impression  is  that  I  was  j)robate  judge  at  the  time ;  that  is  my  impression,  that  I 
was  probate  judge  at  the  time. 

Question.  The  officers  were  elected  on  the  same  day  the  constitution  was  voted  for  ; 
-you  were  voted  for  as  probate  judge  on  the  same  day  the  constitution  was  voted  on. 
So  you  could  not  have  been  a  probate  judge  until  you  were  elected  and  commissioned  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  my  impression  is  that  it  was  after  I  was  probate  judge  that  that 
occurred.  I  think  I  told  him  by  virtue  of  the  office  that  I  held,  if  he  did  not  desist) 
from  this — I  know  that  was  my  assertion  to  the  soldier. 

Question.  Was  that  a  proper  act  for  an  officer,  a  conservator  of  the  peace? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was,  but  the  acts  of  violence  going  on,  I  thought,  de- 
manded it,  and  the  sheriff  of  the  county  had  left  and  left  these  soldiers  there  to  do  just 
what  they  pleased,  and  they  were  drunk ;  and  when  I  asked  them  several  times  to  de- 
sist from  this  thing,  and  this  fellow  clapped  his  hand  on  his  pistol^  and  I  had  a  largx) 
Derringer  in  my  pocket,  and  I  told  him  he  should  do  it. 

Question.  You  drew  your  pistol  on  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  drew  my  pistol. 

Question.  Was  it  not  your  duty  to  have  arrested  him  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  it  might  have  been,  sir  5  I  did  not  think  so  j  in  the  midst  of  that  ex- 
citement I  did  not  think  so,  sir. 

Question.  If  a  peace  officer  sets  such  examples  they  cannot  complain  that  they  are 
tbilowed  by  others. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  may  be  all  true,  but  the  peace  officers  had  all  forsaken  me  and 
I  was  there,  either  to  let  the  election  go  by  default — which  was  the  object,  I  thought, 
to  break  it  up  and  let  it  go  by  default — or  else  to  x^ursue  that  course,  and  I  resolved  on 
that  to  get  him  away  from  there. 

Question.  Would  not  the  course  have  been  just  as  effectual  if  you  had  arrested  him 
in  the  name  of  the  law  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  parties  around  him  would  have  resisted  the  arrest. 

Question.  Would  not  they  have  equally  resisted  your  firing  upon  him. 

Answer^  I  think  not ;  I  think,  perhaps,  I  would  have  fired  on  him  if  he  had  drawn 
his  pistol  on  me ;  if  he  had  drawn  his  pistol  on  me  I  know  I  would.  When  they  saw 
it  was  going  to  create  a  difficulty  the  rest  of  the  soldiers  carried  him  away. 

Question.  I  simply  wanted  to  understand  how  peace  officers  executed  their  duty? 

Answer.  That  was  my  belief  at  the  time  at  occurred.  I  went  four  or  five  times  to 
him  to  try  and  dissuade  them  from  that  course,  and  ^vhen  I  would  go  off  they  would 
come  back  and  keep  it  up  until  the  negroes  began  to  be  very  much  alarmed,  and  I 
then  went  over  and  determined  to  try  to  force  him  away  from  there. 
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Demopolts,  Alabama,  Octole)-  25;  1871. 

JAMES  A.  YOUNG  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  This  witness  is  called  by  the  minority,  and  the  examination  will  be 
conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Will  yon  state  your  residence  ? 

Answer.  I  reside  in  the  town  of  Linden,  the  county-seat  of  this  county. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  there  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  resided  at  that  place  between  thirty-seven  and  thirty-eight  years. 

Question.  What  is  your  employment  or  profession  ? 

Answer.  1  am  a  lawyer  by  profession. 

Question.  Judge,  will  you  state  whether  you  have  recently  been  employed  to  look 
over  the  expenditures  of  this  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  appointed  by  the  county  commissioners'  court,  which  has 
charge  of  the  county  revenues,  as  a  special  commissioner,  associated  with  another  gen- 
tleman, to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  county  treasury  from  1865,  since  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war  up  to  the  date  of  our  appointment,  which  was  about  the  month  of 
May,  I  think. 

Question.  Will  you  give  the  committee  the  result  of  your  investigation,  stating  the 
rate  of  taxation  in  1865  and  now,  the  amount  of  revenue  collected  and  expended  in 
1865  and  at  this  time  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  now  the  percentage.  It  is  based  on  the  assessment  of 
the  State  tax,  and  the  same  rate  of  taxation  ;  I  do  not  remember  now  what  that  was 
during  this  year.  I  know  there  was  no  tax  collected  in  1865.  I  do  not  remember  what 
the  rate  was,  until  the  last  year,  which  was  about  75  cents  on  the  $100  for  the  State, 
and  the  same  amount  for  the  county.  The  amount  of  taxes  assessed,  I  think,  for 
two  years  preceding  the  last  year,  was  somewhere  about  from  $25,000  to  $30,000,  of 
State  tax,  and  the  same  amount  of  county  tax. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  collected  in  the  last  year  ? 

Ansiver.  The  last  year  it  was  not  so  much  as  that.  I  do  not  remember  now  the  pre- 
cise amount.  It  is  something  like,  I  think,  $18,000  or  $20,000.  The  whole  assessment 
probably  was  more,  but  the  amount  collected  was,  I  think,  about  that. 

Question.  The  whole  amount  assessed  was  not  collected  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  a  great  many  insolvencies. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  ordinarily  collected  and  expended  prior  to  the  war, 
in  this  county  ^ 

Ansiver.  I  think  about  $12,000  was  the  amount  required  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of 
the  county — from  ten  to  twelve. 

Question.  Was  the  taxable  property,  upon  which  the  assessment  was  made,  larger 
than  now  ? 

Ansiver.  Very  much  larger  ;  very  much. 

Question.  About  how  much,  if  you  can  tell  ? 

Ansive}\  Well,  sir,  the  real  estate  valuation  in  this  county  was,  I  think,  about  five  or 
six  millions  ;  the  personal  property  I  do  not  remember  now.  There  were  some  22,000 
slaves  in  this  county,  and  their  average  value  was  estimated  at  about  $500  per  head, 
prior  to  the  war.  Pdid  make  the  estimate  frequently,  but  my  recollection,  is  not  very 
good  now,  and  I  cannot  state  the  facts  with  any  certainty,  without  having  refreshed 
my  recollection  in  regard  to  these  things. 

Question.  Is  real  estate  considered  now  as  valuable  as  before  the  war  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  it  has  depreciated  very  much. 

Question.  How  much — one-third  ? 

Answer.  Lands  have  more  than  that. 

Question.  One-half? 

Answer.  I  should  say  that  they  have  depreciated  at  least  60  per  cent.,  or  two-thirds, 
you  may  say.  Lands  that  sold  before  the  war  for  fifty  or  sixty  dollars  could  not  now 
be  sold  for  more  than  twelve  or  fifteen  at  the  outside. 

Question.  How  is  it  with  the  live  stock  of  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  live  stock  is  more  valuable  here  now  than  it  was  then,  but 
the  quantity,  the  number,  is  very  much  less. 

Question.  How  much? 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  reduced  at  least  half  or  two-thirds. 

Question.  There  is  not  as  much  here  by  what  ? 

Answer.  Not  by  two-thirds,  according  to  my  estimate  and  judgment. 

Question.  What,  in  your  opinion,  is  the  reason  of  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  live 
stock  ? 

Ansiver.  It  is  owing  to  the  depredations  of  the  colored  population  mainly. 

Question.  And  is  it  difScult  to  raise  live  stock  on  that  account  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  almost  impossible  in  many  portions  of  this  county.    Planters  and 
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those  engaged  in  planting  generally  are  abandoning  the  attempt  to  raise  hogs,  partic- 
ularly, and  even  cattle.    They  find  it  impossible  to  keep  them. 

Question.  They  have  abandoned  all  attempts  to  raise  their  own  meat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  don't  say  that  it  is  so  in  every  part  of  the  county,  because  there 
is  a  portion  of  this  county  where  the  population  is  almost  entirely  white,  and  there 
they  can  raise  stock,  but  that  is  not  more  than  one-third  of  the  county. 

Question.  In  that  portion  of  the  county  in  which  the  colored  population  predomi- 
nates it  is  found  almost  impossible  to  keep  stock  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  case  generally  in  that  portion  of  tbe  State  where  the  colored 
population  predominates  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is. 

Question.  Then,  as  I  understand  you,  the  taxation  is  about  three  times  what  it  w^as 
for  county  purposes  i)rior  to  the  war,  and  the  subjects  of  taxation  have  diminished. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Probably  two-thirds  ? 

Answer.  Two-thirds,  I  should  say. 

Question.  Judge,  I  see  from  some  recent  publications  in  the  newspapers  that  there 
has  been  recently  quite  a  disturbance  down  at  your  place.  Linden,  in  which  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Jones,  the  present  senator  of  this  district,  figured  pretty  largely.  Will 
you  state  to  the  committee  all  that  you  know  in  regard  to  that  disturbance  ? 

Ansiver.  1  ^y ill  do  so.  Mr.  Jones,  it  seems,  had  made  an  appointment  to  address — 
he  is  a  candidate  for  the  ofiSce  of  sheriff  in  this  county— and  he  had  given  out  an  ap- 
pointment to  address  the  public  on  last  Saturday  week;  I  don't  remember  the  day  of 
the  month.  He  came  there,  and  a  number  of  persons,  almost  exclusively  of  the  colored 
population,  attended  there ^  on  that  day,  to  the  number,  according  to  my  estimate,  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred.  I  was  there.  I  saw  but  few  white  persons, 
comparatively ;  I  suppose  there  might  have  been  thirty  or  over — not  more  than  thirty 
who  do  not  reside  in  the  x^lace  ;  I  do  not  think  there  were  that  many ;  perhaps  fifteen 
or  twenty.  About  12  o'clock  on  that  day  he  walked  over  to  the  court-house  with  a 
number  of  his  colored  friends.  Mr.  Drake  was  along  with  him,  who  was  formerly  clerk 
of  our  circuit  court ;  they  carried  a  flag.  He  got  up  in  the  gallery,  in  front,  and  com- 
menced his  address  to  those  that  were  present.  It  was  about  12  o'clock  when  he  com- 
menced, according  to  my  recollection.  When  he  commenced  his  address  I  stopped 
about  ten  minut5es  and  heard  the  opening.  Being  of  different  political  opinions,  I  did 
not  hear  anything  or  see  or  find  anything  to  complain  of,  or  that  gave  me  dissatisfac- 
tion, but  it  being  near  my  dinner  time  I  went  off  home,  some  three  hundred  yards.  I 
looked  at  my  watch  as  I  was  going  home ;  it  was  quarter  after  12.  When  I  got  my  din- 
ner, j  ust  as  I  got  up  from  the  table,  which  was  about  1  o'clock,  some  one  called  to  me  and 
said  there  was  a  great  disturbance  over  in  the  town.  I  picked  up  my  hat  and  ran 
over.  When  I  got  there  I  found  a  high  degree  of  excitement.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Jones, 
though.  I  made  some  injury  what  had  become  of  him,  and  a  gentleman  informed  me 
that  they  had  carried  him  into  a  room  in  the  court-house,  and  he  was  there ;  that  he 
requested  me  to  go  and  stay  with  him.  I  went  there.  I  had  not  seen  the  difficulty.  I 
was  not  present  when  that  took  place.  When  I  went  into  the  room  he  seemed  to  be 
in  a  good  deal  of  alarm.  I  saw  myself  there  was  a  good  deal  of  exasperation  and  ex- 
citement among  those  persons  that  I  saw.  He  begged  that  we  would  protect  him.  We 
give  him  what  assurance  we  could  that  we  would  protect  him.  I  was  not  armed 
myself;  I  never  carried  arms  in  my  life.  He  had  arms  there  to  protect  himself.  After 
remaining  there  some  time  he  wanted  to  get  away  from  the  place  ;  he  thought  his  life 
was  in  danger,  and  I  thought  so  too  at  that  particular  time.  He  made  some  sugges- 
tions about  how  he  was  to  get  away. 

Question.  Who  did? 

Answer.  He  did.  I  made  one,  and  proposed  that  he  have  a  horse  brought  around  to 
the  back  of  the  house  and  get  on  it  and  get  away,  and  I  would  have  the  attention  of 
those  pe^A'sons  who  seemed  to  be  excited  drawn  to  the  other  side  of  the  street.  After 
speaking  of  diiferent  modes  of  getting  him  out,  he  suggested  that  if  he  would  sign  an 
instrument  in  writing  withdrawing  from  the  canvass,  and  not  attend  these  appoint- 
ments that  he  had  made,  and  other  appointments  in  the  county,  whether  that  would  be 
satisfactoi^yr  to  the  public — to  those  persons  who  were  so  much  exasperated.  I  thought 
at  the  time  that  it  would  not,  and  told  him  so.  Afterward  he  made  his  proposition 
•again,  and  I  told  him — I  then  had  another  gentleman.  Dr.  Riddle  had  come  in  to  stay 
with  him,  and  to  keep  out  any  persons  that  might  wish  to  force  themselves  into  the 
room  w^here  he  was — I  told  him  I  w^ould  go  out  and  ascertaiu  whether  or  not  that 
would  allay  the  excitement  and  ill  feeling.  I  went  out  and  saw  Colonel  Woolf,  who 
was  then  making  great  exertions  to  stop  the  excitement.  He  thought  that  if  he  would 
sign  such  a  paper  as  that,  and  it  was  made  known  to  the  excited  crowd  there,  that  it 
voAild  allay  the  excitement.  At  my  request,  he  wrote  it  and  carried  it  to  Mr.  Jones, 
and  he  signed  it;  and  alter  he  signed  it  lie  said  he  desired  to  be  protected,  and  we  gave 
him  the  assurance  that  he  should  be;  and  he  cauic  out  with  us  then  into  the  street,  the 
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public  street,  and  went  himself  to  all  those  persons  who  were  present  and  stated  that 
he  had  withdrawn  from  the  canvass ;  that  he  would  not  attend  any  other  public  meet- 
ings or  make  speeches ;  and  he  called  on  his  colored  friends  to  go  home  and  attend  to 
their  business,  and  vote  for  the  other  candidate.  These  are  the  facts.  As  to  those  who 
were  with  him,  as  he  seemed  to  be  very  apprehensive  that  there  might  be  some  person 
that  might  take  his  life,  nearly  every  white  person  present  went  with  him,  and  they 
gave  him  assurance  that  no  harm  should  come  to  him,  and  they  guarded  him.  Some  of 
the  men  that  were  most  excited  in  the  outset  were  persons  who  went  with  him  three 
or  four  miles  on  the  way.  Those  are  the  facts  that  came  within  my  knowledge.  Now, 
the  origin  of  the  dif&culty  I  cannot  speak  of,  because  I  was  not  there ;  it  took 
place  after  I  left.  I  see  he  states  in  this  paper  that  he  was  interrupted  at  the 
outset.  I  do  not  remember  of  hearing  anything  of  the  sort  while  I  remained, 
but  other  gentlemen  who  were  present  can  state  how  it  arose.  Those  are  the  facts  as 
far  as  I  am  able  to  state  them,  and  of  my  own  personal  knowledge.  I  will  state 
further  :  Ho  seems  to  intimate  here  that  the  flag  he  had  with  him  was  treated  with 
disrespect.  There  was  nothing  of  the  sort  came  within  my  knowledge.  It  was  taken 
down.  When  he  came  out  it  was  left  where  it  had  been  planted  on  the  balustrade. 
It  was  there,  and  when  they  were  about  to  start  the  driver  who  carried  him  there, 
a  colored  man,  said  that  he  wanted  it,  and  spoke  to  Colonel  Woolf,  saying  that  he 
wanted  it,  and  he  told  him  to  go  and  get  it.  He  said  he  was  afraid  some  one  might 
interrupt  him.  Colonel  Woolf  told  him  that  no  one  would  interrupt  him  at  all  ;  thB 
flag  was  his  ;  he  could  go  and  get  it,  and  he  would  go  with  him ;  and  he  did 
go  with  him,  and  they  took  it  off.  When  he  was  about  to  take  it  down  the  colored 
^nan  told  him  to  cut  the  strings  by  which  it  was  fastened  on  the  staff,  and  they  took 
it  off".  I  think  probably  the  negro  might  have  felt  some  apprehension,  but  it  was  taken 
off  and  given  to  him,  and  he  brought  it  home.  There  was  no  disrespect  shown  it  while 
I  was  there,  and  I  am  satisfied  there  was  none.  I  mention  that  because  his  statement 
seems  to  imply  that  there  was.  I  have  not  read  the  whole  of  it.  If  there  was  any  dis- 
respect I  certainly  did  not  see  it  or  hear  of  it.  I  don't  think  there  was  any  such  dispo- 
sition on  the  part  of  any  one. 

Question.  What  was  your  information,  if  you  have  any  upon  which  you  place  re- 
liance, as  to  the  cause  of  the  excitement  against  Jones  "/ 

Answer.  Well,  sir  ,•  the  impression  from  those  persons  who  were  there  and  who  had 
become  excited  was  that  he  desired  that  there  should  be  a  disturbance  for  the  purpose 
of  making  political  capital ;  that  was  their  idea.  I  heard  that  expressed  before,  but, 
from  the  information  I  got,  when  this  diiiiculty  occurred  he  had  spoken  probably  three 
quarters  of  an  hour,  perhaps  longer,  at  least  some  considerable  time,  and  he  had  made 
a  charge  that  a  number  of  democrats  had  applied  to  him  to  be  put  on  the  radical 
ticket  for  the  county  offices  here.  A  gentleman  who  was  a  democratic  candidate 
present  called  to  him  to  give  the  names  of  those  persons.  That  I  think  was  the  first 
interruption.  Afterward  he  made  some  other  charge  ;  I  do  not  remember  what  it  was. 
Some  men  called  on  him  in  relation  to  that,  and  there  were  some  drunken  persons 
about  the  streets  there  that  were  hallooing,  which  is  not  an  unusual  thing  at  these 
public  meetings ;  though  not  immediately  in  the  crowd^  they  were  off  on  the  other 
side  of  the  street. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  do  you  say  they  did  ? 

Ansicer.  They  were  hollooing  occasionally  and  swearing — whether  they  addressed  him 
or  not  I  do  not  know  ;  perhaps  some  of  them  may  have  done  something  of  that  sort 
in  response — and  he  stopped  speaking  and  said  he  would  not  go  on,  and  a  number  of 
them  called  on  him  to  go  on  ;  that  he  should  be  heard.  He  declined  going  on.  He  stood 
some  several  minutes,  had  some  conference,  perhaps,  with  some  colored  persons  that 
were  up  on  the  gallery  with  him,  and  put  his  leg  over  the  bannister  and  whistled.  The 
disturbance  that  was  below  was  this,  I  supposed:  there  was  some  talking  below  about 
that  time ;  there  were  only  one  or  two  white  men  anywhere  near  there,  according  to 
the  information  I  got.  He  picked  up  his  umbrella.  He  had  a  pistol  that  he  carried  up 
with  him — a  large  pistol ;  he  took  the  pistol  either  out  of  the  umbrella,  or  it  was  with 
the  umbrella,  and  took  off  his  watch  and  breast-pin,  and  took  out  his  pocket-book  and 
gave  it  to  a  deputy  sheriff  that  was  there,  and  picked  up  his  umbrella  and  said,  "  Take 
that  umbrella,  too.'^  He  picked  up  his  pistol  in  his  right  hand  and  said  he  was  ready 
for  a  fight,  and  came  down.  When  he  came  down  there  was  but  one  white  man,  I  am  told, 
anywhere  near  him.  That  was  a  man  who  was  intoxicated,  and  they  had  had  some 
difficulty  or  some  bad  feeling  on  a  previous  occasion.  From  the  information  I  have,  a 
number  of  negroes — fifteen  or  twenty — suddenly  appeared  there  with  double-barreled 
guns.  The  consequence  was  that  the  white  men  immediately  ran  and  got  what  wea- 
X>ons#they  had,  and  they  came  out  and  there  threatened  to  be  a  serious  difficulty. 
Question.  Will  you  speak  louder  ? 

Answer.  I  will  repeat :  when  Mr.  Jones  came  down,  suddenly  appeared  a  number  of 
negroes  with  double-barreled  guns,  and  the  white  men  that  were  there— all  except  one 
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or  two  men  that  were  near  Mr.  Jones  at  the  time  ;  most  of  the  white  persons  were  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street — when  they  saw  that  they  ran  oif  and  got  pistols,  and, 
perhaps,  two  or  three  of  them  got  gnns,  and  came  hack.  The  difficulty  then  threatened 
to  be  a  serious  one.  Mr.  McNeil,  one  of  the  candidates  for  office  in  this  county,  ran  up 
between  them  and  called  on  them  not  to  shoot,  and  Mr.  Jones  told  him  that  he  would 
give  up  his  arms,  and  that  he  must  protect  him.  He  took  his  pistols — he  had  two  revol- 
vers and  a  large  pistol — I  do  not  know  what  kind.  I  saw  them  in  the  room  when  I 
went  in  with  him.  One  was  a  navy  repeater,  and  the  other,  a  smaller  size,  a  pocket- 
repeater,  and  a  large  pocket-repeater ;  I  did  not  notice  what  kind  it  was,  but  a  large 
one.  They  were  in  the  room  and  were  returned  to  him.  When  they  carried  him  into 
the  room  they  give  him  back  his  weapons,  and  set  about  allaying  the  excitemenfc  and 
ill-feeling  that  had  been  generated. 
Question.  Was  any  one  injured  in  this  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  hear  of  any  person  being  struck  at  all.     I  did  not  hear  on 
that  day  of  any  personal  injury  done  to  any  person.    There  was  a  pistol  went  off  acci- 
dentally and  shot  a  horse.   That  was  all  the  bloodshed  there  was  on  that  day  that  I  saw. 
Not  a  drop  of  human  blood  was  shed. 
Questian.  No  blows  inflicted  ? 
Answer.  No  blows  that  I  heard  of,  sir. 

Question.  From  your  information  it  appears  that  Jones,  while  there  were  very  few 
white  men  on  the  ground,  took  his  pistol  in  his  hand  and  div^ested  himself  of  his  valu- 
ables and  went  down  and  said  he  was  ready  for  a  fight  ? 
Ansiver.  That  is  the  information  I  had. 

Question.  And  that  about  that  time  negroes  aj^peared  upon  the  ground  with  their 
weapons  in  their  hands  1 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  gave  rise  to  the  arming  by  the  white  people  and  the  excitement  which 
ensued  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  so  I  am  informed. 
Question.  Who  gave  you  this  information  ? 

Ayisiver.  I  got  it  from  a  number  of  persons.  I  got  it  from  Mr.  McNeil,  the  gentleman 
who  interposed  at  the  time,  and,  perhaps,  was  the  cause  of  the  difficulty  being  pre- 
vented. 

Question.  What  is  his  first  name  ? 

Ansiver.  Malcolm.  This  gentleman  you  saw  here  yesterday.  Mr.  Frederick  McNeil 
was  there  also,  and  I  got  much  about'  the  same  facts,  I  think,  from  him.  I  cannot 
state  certainly  the  different  persons  who  gave  them  to  me,  but  they  all  correspond. 
The  white  persons  with  whom  I  conversed  all  correspond  in  substance  in  their  state- 
ments. 

Question.  Jones  states  in  a  card,  which  I  have  seen  published,  that  in  going  to  this 
meeting  he  was  fired  upon.    Did  you  hear  anything  of  that  ? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  that  morning  that  he  had  said  he  was  fired  on,  but  I  did  not  credit 
it  myself,  and  I  do  not  think  any  white  person  about  the  place  did.  A  gentleman,  Mr. 
McKinney— J.  C.  McKinney — who  plants  about  a  mile  or  two  on  a  road  that  turns  off  on 
this  road  from  here  to  Linden—turns  off  in  a  swamp  and  runs  angling  from  it  about  a 
mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  up  that  road — came  into  it  behind  Mr.  Jones,  about  a  hundred 
and  fifty  yards,  he  informed  me,  and  he  said  he  heard  no  gun.  He  passed  through 
this  same  swamp. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 
Answer.  McKinney. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Came  to  town  behind  Jones  ? 

Answer.  Behind  Jones. 

Question.  He  was  in  sight  when  he  got  into  the  road  that  Jones  was  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  traveled,  following  him,  or  behind,  and  said  he  did  not  hear  any 
gun. 

Question.  He  was  in  sight  of  Jones  ? 

Answer.  He  was  in  that  part  of  the  swamp. 

Question.  He  heard  no  shot  that  drew  his  attention  ? 

Answer.  Shooting  in  that  swamp  can  be  heard  any  day,  almost  any  hour  of  the  day, 
for  the  freedmen  along  the  edge  of  that  swamp  are  great  hunters.  I  can  say  that  my- 
self, for  I  am  sometimes  in  the  swamp  myself,  out  hunting.  I  have  never  been  there 
yet  that  I  have  not  heard  guns  frequently.  I  make  this  statement,  not  upon  my  own 
knowledge,  but  upon  the  information  of  this  gentleman. 

Question.  It  would  have  been  hardly  possible  for  such  an  occurrence  to  have  taken 
place  as  he  describes— Mr.  McKinney  following  him  at  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
fiAy  yards— Avithout  observing  it  ? 

Answer.  He  might  certainly  have  heard  it ;  I  should,  and  I  think  he  would  be  as  apt 
to  notice  it  as  I  would. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  the  taxable  property  of  the  county  appraised  every  year,  both  the  real 
and  personal  estate,  under  your  laws  ? 

Aiiswer.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  is  j^iven  in  according  to  the  valuation. 

Question.  Appraised  for  purposes  of  taxation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  an  assessor. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  what  the  aggregate  of  the  appraisement  of  personal  and 
real  estate  in  this  county  was  at  the  last  appraisement  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  I  cannot  remember  precisely. 

Question.  Or  the  appraisement  before  that,  if  you  cannot  remember  the  last  one  ? 

Answer.  I  can  only  remember  distinctly  the  appraisements  of  the  property  prior  to 
1861. 

Question.  What  was  then  the  total  appraisements  before  1861  ? 

Answer.  The  average  value  of  real  estate  was  about  eight  or  ten  dollars  an  acre  in 
this  county. 

Question.  In  1861  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  value  of  the  real  estate  here,  according  to  the  estimates  made,  was 
about  $6,000,000 ;  was  that  considered  a  fair  valuation  of  the  real  estate  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  An  average  of  §10  per  acre  through  the  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  valuation  of  the  slave  property,  in  round  numbers? 

Answer.  The  valuation  of  slave  property  was  much  larger  than  that ;  it  was,  I  think, 
about  $12,000,000,  if  I  recollect  right. 

Question.  About  double  the  value  of  the  real  estate  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  valuation  of  the  personal  property,  exclusive  of  slaves  t 

Answer.  There  was  a  large  proportion  of  the  personal  j)roperty  that  w^as  not  at  that 
time  taxed.  I  do  not  remember  distinctly  as  to  what  the  value  of  that  was  that  was 
taxed. 

Question.  The  slaves  and  the  real  estate  amounted  to  $18,000,000;  would  the  per- 
sonal property  increase  that  to  $20,000,000  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir*;  that  was  about  the  valuation  of  the  property,  according  to  my 
recollection. 

Question.  What  is  the  area  of  your  county ;  how  many  thousand  acres,  or  how  many 
square  miles  1 

Answer.  There  were  about  1,050  at  that  time;  since  that  there  have  been  two  town- 
ships— three,  I  believe — that  have  been  cut  off  and  added  to  the  county  of  Hale,  above 
this,  which  would  be  about  one  hundred  and  ten  square  miles  taken  off. 

Question.  How  much  would  that  portion  taken  off  and  added  to  Hale  have  amounted 
to  in  1860  ;  I  mean  what  proportion  of  the  $20,000,000  of  valuation  of  property  of  all 
descriptions  would  belong  to  that  portion  since  annexed  to  Hale  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  that  was  the  most  valuable,  or  as  valuable  as  any  other  portion 
of  the  county,  and  the  average  value  of  the  lauds  there,  I  suppose,  would  have  been  at 
least  $25  an  acre. 

Question.  According  to  the  valuation  of  1860,  would  the  three  toAvnships,  added  to 
Hale  County,  have  amounted,  according  to  the  appraisement,  to  probably  three  or  four 
millions  ? 

Answer.  Something  like,  I  should  think,  two  millions,  or  two  and  a  half;  perhaps  not 
more  than  two  millions. 

Question.  Your  county  taxes  since  the  war  have  never  at  any  time,  I  understand  you, 
amounted  to  more  than  75  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars  ? 

Answer.  Seventy-five  cents.    The  tax  at  this  time  is  about  $1  25 — the  county  tax — 
but  before  this  it  was  75  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars. 
Question.  What  was  it  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  It  was  20  cents  on  real  estate,  and  I  believe  about  the  same  on  personal 
property. 

Question.  The  aggregate  of  taxes  collected  for  county  i3urposes  last  year,  I  under- 
stand you,  was  from  eighteen  to  twenty  thousand  dollars  ? 
Answer.  I  think  it  was  something  like  that. 

Question.  Before  that  it  amounted  to  something  like  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand? 
Answer.  The  assessment  one  year  amounted  to  $33,000, 1  think. 

Question.  Will  you  please  state  the  different  purposes  for  which  these  county  taxes 
are  levied  ?  Give  to  the  committee  the  different  items  of  expenditures  under  your 
laws. 

Afiswer.  The  county  revenue,  a  portion  of  it,  is  applied  as  a  pauper  fund ;  the  amount 
of  that  I  cannot  now  state.  Then  there  is  a  portion  of  it  has  been  heretofore  applied 
to  other  purposes.  In  this  county  the  whole  fund  derived  from  taxation  is  consolidated. 
It  was  not  separated  into  distinct  funds  for  paupers  or  bridges,  &c.    The  appropria- 
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tions  for  building  bridges  absorb  perhaps  nearly  half,  if  not  quite,  of  the  county  tax. 
These  are  the  two  principal ;  the  others  are  miscellaneous. 

Question.  You  may  name  what  other  expenditures  are  made  from  countj^  taxes. 

Answer.  From  the  county  taxes  we  pay  our  jurors  and  our  State  witnesses,  where 
they  are  not  paid  out  of  the  defendants. 

Question.  Do  you  pay  also  the  expenses  of  criminals  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  expenses  of  feeding  prisoners  in  jail. 

Question.  Court  expenses  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  court  expenses. 

Question.  And  stationery  for  offices,  and  fuel  and  light  for  offices  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Expenses  for  holding  elections  ? 

A7isicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Venires  for  summoning  grand  and  petit  juries  ? 

Answer.  Well,  that  is  embraced  in  a  special  item.  They  are  required  to  allow  the 
public  officers  a  salary  for  all  these  public  duties. 

Question.  Are  they  paid  out  of  the  tax  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  out  of  the  county  tax. 

Question.  Are  the  salaries  of  your  assessors  and  collectors  paid  out  of  the  county 
taxes  ? 

Answer.  They  are  paid  out  of  the  county  taxes. 

Question.  Are  all  your  county  officers  paid  out  of  the  fund  raised  by  county  taxes  ? 

Answer.  They  are.  They*  are  paid  for  certain  services,  but  their  principal  salary  is 
derived  from  fees  ;  but  they  receive  also  from  the  county  sums  for  services  that  they 
render,  considered  strictly  public  services,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  individuals. 

Question.  Will  you  please  enumerate  the  different  classes  of  officers  who  are  paid 
from  the  county  fund  ? 

Ansiver.  The  "sheriff  receives  a  salary  of  about  $200  or  $250 — 1240, 1  think  is  the 
amount,  unless  it  has  been  changed  by  the  last  legislature — as  a  salary  for  his  public 
services,  strictly  for  the  public.  The  balance  of  his  x>ay  is  derived  from  fees.  The  judge 
of  probate  receives  the  same  amount. 

Question.  From  the  county  treasury  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  from  the  county  treasury.  The  clerk  does  not  receive  so  much. 
His  salary,  I  think,  is  about  $150  per  year. 

Question.  In  all  these  cases  these  officers  receive  these  salaries  for  general  or  public 
services  that  cannot  be  properly  assessed  against  individuals  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  There  have  been  some  changes  of  fees,  and  I  am  not  positive  that 
I  am  correct  as  to  the  amount  now  allowed  under  the  later  acts  of  the  legislature,  for 
I  have  not  had  occcasion  to  look  at  them,  but  those  were  the  salaries  that  for  a  great 
many  years  were  allowed  to  the  public  officers. 

Question,  You  have  named  three  classes  of  officers  ;  you  may  go  on  with  your  enu- 
meration. 

Answer.  The  tax-collector  gets  his  percentage  out  of  the  county  taxes.  The  assessor 
gets  the  same  out  of  the  county  taxes— the  same  rate  or  percentage. 

Question.  What  usually  is  the  aggregate  of  the  fees  of  each  of  these  officers,  assessors 
and  collectors,  in  Marengo  County  ? 

Answer.  I  would  have  to  make  a  calculation,  probably,  to  do  that.  Tfie  tax-collector 
and  assessor  receive  each,  I  think,  ten  per  cent,  on  the  first  thousaud  dollars,  live 
per  cent.,  perhaps,  on  the  next  two  thousand,  and  two  and  a  half  then  on  the  next 
three  thousand,  and  two  per  cent,  on  the  balance  for  State  tax.  They  are  only  en- 
tifcled  to  one-half  of  that  amount  for  assessing  the  county  tax  and  for  collecting  it. 

Question.  One-half  of  the  amount  the  State  allows  1 

Afiswer.  Yes,  sir  ,•  one-half  of  what  the  State  allows  for  collecting  the  State  tax;  that 
is  my  recollection. 

Question.  Now,  applying  this  scale  to  jthe  amount  of  revenues  collected  in  this 
county,  assunung  these  county  revenues  to  be  $25,000  per  year,  what  would  the  com- 
pensation of  the  collector  of  taxes,  in  your  opinion,  amount  to  ? 

Ansiver.  It  would  amount  to  about — you  mean  for  collecting  the  State  and  county 
taxes  both  ? 

Question.  I  mean  just  for  county  taxes  ? 

Ansiver.  I  should  think  it  would  amount  to  about  six  or  eight  hundred  dollars ;  $600, 
perhaps. 

Question.  The  assessor  would  receive  about  the  same  amount  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  the  same  amount. 

Question.  What  ottier  officers  besides  the  assessor,  collector,  sheriff,  and  judge,  tha^ 
you  have  enumerated,  are  paid  from  this  fund  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  remember  now  at  this  moment ;  the  county  commissioners,  the 
members  of  that  court  are  entitled  to  per  diem. 

Question.  There  are  four  of  these  commissioners  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  What  per  diem  ? 

Answer.  Six  dollars  per  day. 

Question.  And  mileage  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  ? 

Ansimr.  Five  cents  per  mile  going  and  coming. 

Question.  How  often  do  the^  hold  court  ? 

Answer.  Their  regular  terms  are  required  by  law  to  be  held  four  times  a  year. 

Question.  Are  the  periods  of  session  limited  by  law  ? 

Answet\  No,  sir;  they  sit  as  long  as  they  have  business  before  them.  Their  regular 
terms  are  not  limited ;  some  special  terms  are. 

Question.  They  may  hold  special  terms  besides  the  regular  terms  appointed  by  law  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  may  call  their  meetings  or  sessions  at  any  time  they  please  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  giving  the  proper  notice. 

Question.  Now,  are  you  able  to  state  about  how  much  the  fees  of  all  your  county 
commissioners  amount  to  in  the  aggregate  per  year  ? 

Ansicer.  I  don't  think  I  have  ever  made  any  estimate  of  them.  It  would  be  very  un- 
certain, for  some  years  they  hold  more  special  terms  than  others ;  they  sit  longer,  owing 
to  the  business.    I  could  not  give  you  any  satisfactory  estimate. 

Question.  Have  you  now  exhausted  the" list  of  oflSicers  who  are  paid  from  the  county 
treasury  ? 

Answe7\  I  do  not  remember  any  other  at  this  time  except  justices  of  the  peace,  who 
act  as  coroners.  We  have  had  no  coroner  in  this  county  for  several  years,  and' justices 
of  the  peace  hold  inquests. 

Question.  Are  the  expenses  of  each  coroner's  inquest  paid  from  the  county  treasury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  do  not  amount  to  a  great  deal.  The  X3rinter  who  does  the  pub- 
lic printing  draws  pretty  heavily  upon  the  county. 

Question.  The  county  printing  is  a-lso  paid  from  the  county  trea^sury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  public  printing  is  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

Question.  All  of  the  blanks,  <&c.,  that  are  published  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  stationery  for  all  the  offices. 

Question.  Your  county  officers  are  required  to  make  an  annual  exhibit  of  the  amount 
of  taxes  collected  and  the  way  disbursed  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  their  duty. 

Question.  That  is  published  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers  of  the  county? 

Answer.  It  is  required  to  be  so  by  law. 

Question.  Has  that  duty  been  performed? 

Answew  Not  as  strictly  as  it  should  have  been. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  the  officers  charged  with  that  duty  have  neglected  it 
any  year  ? 

Answer.  iTes,  sir  ;  they  have  neglected  it — the  only  officer  who  is  required  to  make 
publication;  the  judge  of  probata  is  required  to  publisb  the  licenses  he  issues.  That 
is  another  source  of  revenue  that  has  not  been  mentioned.  The  county  treasurer,  who 
receives  the  county  tax  on  licenses,  is  required  to  make  publication  of  all  the  licenses 
granted,  and  the  amount  received  for  them,  I  think,  every  three  months. 

Question.  What  officer  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  publishing,  for  the  information  of 
the  public,  annually,  an  account  of  all  the  moneys  collected  and  disbursed  in  the 
county.  ? 

Answer.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  judge  of  probate  to  publish  the  account  submitted  to 
the  commissioners.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  judge  of  probate  to  have  the  county  treas- 
urer's account,  after  it  has  been  passed  and  allowed  by  the  commissioners'  court,  pub- 
lished in  the  newspaper  appointed  by  law  to  do  the  public  printing  for  the  county. 

Question.  Where  roads  are  either  opened  or  repaired,  is  it  done  at  the  expense  of  the 
property-holders  adjoining  the  roads,  or  at  the  public  expense  ? 

Answer.  It  is  not  done  by  taxation.  Each  individual  in  this  county  between  certain 
ages  is  required  to  work  on  roads. 

Question.  But  is  there  no  road-tax  laid  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  road-tax — money-tax — laid  and  collected  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all. 

Question.  You  have  nothing  but  the  labor-tax  for  the  opening  and  repairing  of  high- 
ways ? 

Ansiver.  Nothing  at  all. 

Question.  How  are  your  bridges  built  and  repaired ;  from  what  fund  is  the  expense 
drawn  ? 

Answer.  In  this  county  a  great  many  bridges  are  required;  many  of  them  are  small 
bridges,  that  are  required  to  be  kept  up— to  be  built  and  repaired— kept  up  by  the 
overseers  of  the  road  with  his  road-hands ;  the  other  bridges  that  could  not,  with  the 
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number  of  hands  apportioned  to  the  roads,  be  built  by  them  and  kept  up,  are  kept  up 
at  the  public  expense  ;  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury. 

Question.  I  understand  that  last  year  one-half  of  the  county  taxes  was  expended  in 
the  construction  or  repairs  of  bridges  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did  not  mean  to  say  that.  I  say  that  to  keep  them  up  would  require  one- 
half;  but  I  do  not  know  that  one-half  of  the  county-taxes  of  last  year  was  appropri- 
ated to  that  purpose. 

Question.  After  the  close  of  the  war,  were  not  your  bridges  in  the  county  generally 
in  a  very  bad,  dilapidated  condition  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  were  generally  so. 

Question.  During  the  war  not  much  attention  was  paid  to  the  repair  of  bridges,  was 
there  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  a  great  deal,  sir. 

Question.  Has  not  the  outlay  per  year,  on  that  account  been  much  larger  than  it  was 
before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  It  was  much  heavier  for  the  first  two  or  three  years  after  the  war.  The 
commissioners  were  authorized,  I  think,  by  an  act  of  the  legislature  passed  in  1865-'66, 
to  issue  county  notes  to  be  taken  uj)  in  taxes,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  county 
from  taxation  at  that  particular  time,  at  least  from  too  heavy  taxation  ;  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  bridges  were  built  at  tliat  time  ;  but  still  there  have  been  many  of  them 
that  have  been  thrown  on  a  later  period;  so  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  expense  has  been 
much  heavier  in  building  of  bridges,  in  consequence  of  the  condition  they  were  left  in 
at  the  termination  of  the  war,  during  all  the  years  of  that  time. 

Question.  Has  the  number  of  your  paupers  beeu  greater  since  the  war  than  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  the  number  has  increased  ;  to  what  extent  I  do  not  remem- 
ber now. 

Question.  Is  the  public  money  expended  for  the  support  of  pauper  colored  people  as 
well  as  white  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  No  distinction  is  made  ? 

Answer.  None,  that  I  overheard  of. 

Question.  About  how  much  do  you  think  has  been  expended  per  year,  since  the  war 
ended,  for  the  support  of  the  poor  in  Marengo  County  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  you  an  estimate;  it  was  not  embraced  in  the  duties 
I  was  called  on  to  perform.    I  did  not  make  the  examination,  and  couldn^t  answer. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  jurors  being  paid  from  the  county  treasury  ;  you  mean  both 
grand  and  petit  juries  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  for  all  courts  where  juries  are  called  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  they  all  paid  out  of  the  fund  of  fines  and  forfeitures  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  case,  but  an  act  of  the  legislature  was  passed,  perhaps,  at  the 
last  term,  consolidating  the  funds.  Before  that  act  was  passed,  consolidating  the  fines 
and  forfeitures'  fund  with  the  general  county  fund,  jurors^  certificates  had  been  paid 
out  of  the  general  county  fund,  and  not  out  of  that  special  fund. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  many  courts  have  you  in  Marengo  County  in  which  juries  are  called  ? 
Ansiver.  Only  the  circuit  v;ourt  now. 

Question.  Has  the  probate  court  no  power  to  summon  juries  ? 
Answer.  Only  in  special  cases ;  in  contested  wills,  perhaps. 
Question.  Whenever  they  are  called  they  are  paid  from  the  county  treasury  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  circuit  court  sits  twice  a  year  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  sits  two  weeks  each  time. 
Question.  Your  jurors  are  paid  how  much  a  day  ? 
Answer.  The  regular  jurors,  I  think,  $2  a  day! 
Question.  And  mileage  beside  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  ai«  summoned  on  the  grand  jury  ? 
Answer.  I  think  twenty-four  grand  jurors  are  drawn. 
Question.  How  many  are  necessary  to  constitute  a  grand  jury  ? 
Answer.  Fifteen. 

Question.  Your  petit  juries,  of  course,  embrace  twelve  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  State  witnesses,  or  witnesses  called  on  behalf  of  the  State,  uniformly 
paid  from  the  county  funds  ? 
Ansiver.  They  were  paid  out  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures  funds  where  the  State  failed 
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to  convict.  The  law  required  the  clerk  to  indorse  on  the  witnesses^  certificates  that  fact, 
and  they  could  then  be  registered  and  paid  out  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures  fund. 

Question.  Suppose  a  conviction  were  had,  and  the  defendant  was  insolvent  and  not 
able  to  pay  the  fine  and  costs  of  the  prosecution,  were  they  paid  out  of  the  county 
fund? 

Answer.  They  were  then  paid  out  of  the  fines  and  forfeitures  fund. 

Question.  Was  that,  while  it  existed  as  a  separate  fund,  adequate  to  the  payment  of 
State  witnesses  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  costs  then  had  to  be  drawn  from  the  county  treasury? 

Answer.  Until  the  consolidation  of  that  fund  by  the  act  of  the  last  legislature  there 
was  no  provision  at  all.  If  there  were  not  funds,  we  had  to  wait  indefinitely  until 
there  were  fines  and  forfeitures  enough ;  there  was  no  prospect  of  pay  at  all  until  fchey 
consolidated  with  the  general  fund. 

Question.  These  arrearages  are  now  presented  and  paid  out  of  the  county  treasury  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  State  witnesses'  certificates,  where  there  was  a  conviction,  were 
chargeable  to  this  fund  after  the  return  of  no  property  against  the  party  convicted,  and 
that  fund  is  now  consolidated,  and  they  are  entitled  to  it.  There  is  a  legal  question 
as  to  whether  or  not  they  are  entitled  to  pay  at  all  under  the  act  of  the  legislature. 

Question.  Has  the  expense  of  arresting  and  supporting  criminals  in  jail — boarding 
them— been  greater  since  the  war  than  it  was  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  much  greater. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  whether  the  schedule  of  fees  has  not  been'  increased  since  the 
war;  whether  witnesses  and  jurors  are  not  paid  a  higher  per  diem  since  the  war  than 
before? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  that  jurors  or  witnesses'  pay  has  been  increased  much.  I  do 
not  remember  now  what  the  difference  is,  if  any. 

Question.  How  is  it  with  the  fees  of  other  officers? 

Answer.  They  have  been  increased  very  largely. 

Question.  What  officers  do  you  refer  to  whose  fees  have  been  increased  very  largely  ? 

Answer.  Judge  of  probate,  clerks,  and  sheriffs. 

Question.  Is  not  the  expense  of  living  much  greater  since  the  war  than  before  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Necessitating  an  increase  of  salaries  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  These  fees  of  clerks,  probate  judge,  and  sheriffs  are  not  drawn  from  the 
county  treasury,  but  paid  by  litigants  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  But  a  certain  salary  is  paid  these  officers  ? 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  greater  since  the  war  than  before  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  has  been  materially  increased. 

Question.  Have  the  fees  of  assessors  and  collectors  been  increased  since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  they  are  the  same. 

Question.  Where  work  is  required  to  be  done  on  bridges  and  roads,  is  not  the  ex- 
pense much  greater  since  the  war  than  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  it  has  increased  50  to  100  per  cent,  the  expense  of  building 
bridges. 

Question.  Under  these  altered  circumstances,  then,  judge,  do  you  think  the  sum  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars  per  year  is  a  very  large  sum  to  defray  all  of  these 
items  of  expense  that  you  have  enumerated  ? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say ;  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  answer  that  question  un- 
less I  had  made  some  estimate  of  these  matters.  I  do  not  think,  though,  that  would  be 
an  extravagant  sum  for  defraying  all  the  expenses,  when  these  bridges  are  all  built ; 
but  once  built  and  kept  in  repair  the  expense  would  not  be  so  great. 

Question.  And,  I  understand  you,  the  county  expenses  are  diminishing  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  about  their  decreasing.  The  county  tax  has  de- 
creased ;  that  is,  the  assessments  do  not  amount  now,  by  many  thousands  of  dollars,  to 
what  they  were  two  or  three  years  ago. 

Question.  Your  assessments  are  proportioned  to  your  expenses,  are  they  not  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  the  expenditures  have  decreased  at  all. 

Question.  Is  your  county  in  debt  ? 

Amswef)'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  much  ? 

Answer.  Some  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars,  according  to  the  report  of  the  treas- 
urer. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  The  assessed  taxes  were  not  collected;  I  understood  you  to  say,  by  reason  of 
tbe  insolvency  of  many  people  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  If  the  delinquencies  could  be  collected,  would  your  county  be  out  of  debt? 

Answer.  I  hardly  think  it  would ;  I  don't  know ;  probably  it  would,  too,  if  all  the 
delinquents  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  paid  up.  I  think  then  the  county  would 
be  out  of  debt. 

<}westion.  Is  there,  in  your  opinion,  judge,  any  well-founded  complaint  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  your  county  taxes  have  been  expended  ? 

Answer.  Well,  yes;  I  think  there  is  well-founded  complaint,  in  one  respect,  that  a 
very  heavy  amount  for  the  county  has  been  applied  for  the  payment  of  the  circuit 
glerk  and  probate  judge  fcff  the  making  up  of  records  that  it  was  the  duty  of  those 
who  held  the  offices  before  to  bave  made,  and  for  which  they  were  paid. 

Question.  But  neglected  to  make  them  up  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  had  to  make  them  up,  had  they  not  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  it  was  a  matter  for  the  individuals  who  were  likely  to  lose,  for  these 
are  cases  not  where  the  public  was  interested,  but  parties,  and  it  was  their  business  to 
fiee  to  it,  and  resort  to  the  bonds  of  those  who  held  the  offices  before,  if  they  neglected 
their  duty.  The  public  could  neither  bavo  been  prejudiced  nor  benefited  by  these 
records. 

Question.  What  records  ? 

Answer.  The  records  of  suits  in  the  circuit  court. 

Question.  Complete  records  ? 

Ansiver.  Records  of  the  administration  of  estates. 

Question.  The  law  requires  these  records  to  be  made,  and  the  previous  officers  neg- 
lected to  do  their  duty  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  they  had  been  paid  for  it. 

Question.  And  the  complaint  is  that  their  successors  performed  that  duty  which  their 
predecessors  had  neglected,  and  been  paid.for  from  the  county  treasury? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  which  had  already  been  paid  for,  when  they  bad  a  remedy  against 
these  officers. 

Question.  How  much  do  you  think  has  been  improperly  paid  by  the  county  treasurer 
on  that  account  ? 

Answer.  I  think,  according  to  an  estimate  I  made  while  examining  the  revenues  of 
the  county,  about  $8,000.  The  circuit  clerk,  I  think,  received  appropriations  for  the 
amount  of  about  $5,000,  and  the  judge  of  probate  between  two  and  three  thousand. 

Question.  Covering  what  period  of  time  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  during  what  period,  or  how  far  back  they  went  to  make  up 
the  records;  I  suppose,  though,  not  beyond  1865,  the  summer  of  1865,  but  I  cannot 
speak  certainly  as  to  that ;  I  never  examined  those  records  themselves. 

Question.  When  had  tbis  neglect  to  make  up  those  records  occurred  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  answer  that. 

Question.  Was  it  during  the  war? 

Answej\  I  think  not ;  I  think  mostly  since  the  war. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  to  be  the  case  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  to  be  the  case,  but  I  do  not  know  it.  I  never  exa-mined  those 
records  myself;  never  saw  the  books  myself.  I  do  not  know  the  fact  myself.  I  know 
appropriations  were  made  for  the  purpose. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  the  duty  was  performed  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question".  Was  is  not  made  by  law  the  imperative  duty  of  the  officers  who  make  up 
these  records  and  had  been  paid  for  it,  to  make  them  up  ? 

Ansiver.  They  were  authorized  to  do  so.  I  do  not  remember  now  that  it  was  made 
their  absolute  duty. 

Question.  Would  they  not  have  been  subject  to  prosecution  if  they  had  not  made  com- 
plete records  of  these  administrations,  and  chancery  suits,  &c.  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  provision  by  which  they 
incurred  any  penalty  by  failing  to  do  so. 

Question.  What  is  the  cause,  in  your  opinion,  of  the  great  depreciation  which  has 
taken  place  in  real  estate  ? 

Ansiver.  The  great  cause  of  it  is  the  difficulty  in  procuring  labor,  mainly,  and  the 
inferior  quality  of  the  labor  makes  it  impossible  for  persons  to  make  their  capital 
available  to  the  extent  which  they  formerly  did.  -^  t 
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Question.  Was  live  stock  liable  to  be  stolen  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Very  little  of  that  ever  took  place.  There  was  a  great  abundance  of  it  in 
the  country. 

Question,  Is  it  not  charged  upon  the  poor  whites  as  well  as  the  negroes,  since  the 
war? 

Answer.  Only  in  comparatively  few  instances,  some  white  persons  have  been  engaged 
in  it,  or  charged  with  it,  at  least. 

Question.  After  the  war,  for  two  or  three  years,  there  was  very  considerable  destitu- 
tion among  the  colored  people,  was  there  not  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  more  so,  I  imagine,  than  at  this  time.  During  the  first  two  or  three 
years  they  hired  themselves,  generally,  and  wherever  they  did  so  it  was  a  part  of  the 
contract  that  they  and  their  families  should  be  fed  and  clothed.  I  think  they  are  more 
destitute  now  than  before. 

Question.  Were  they  not,  in  many  cases,  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  crop  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  not  they  share  in  the  crop  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  there  a  failure  of  crops  for  two  years  after  the  war  ? 

Answet\  The  crops  were  not  first-rate,  but  there  was  nothing  like  an  entire  failure 
here ;  in  fact,  the  crops  in  many  places  in  the  county  were  very  fair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  All  the  negroes  who  chose  to  work,  could  get  food  and  clothing,  at  any. 
rate  ? 

Ansiver.  They  could  get  employment ;  there  has  been  a  great  demand  for  labor,  and 
there  is,  at  this  time. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Any  trouble  in  finding  out  the  people  who  steal  this  stock,  and  punishing 
them  ? 

Answer.  Sometimes  there  is;  sometimes  it  is  impossible  to  find  out  who,  but  in  very 
great  many  instances  they  have  been  found  out.  In  one  instance  a  colored  freedmau 
drove  from  my  neighborhood  some  fifteen  or  twenty  head  of  cattle  across  the  river 
into  Mississippi.  It  was  some  months  before  it  was  ascertained  who  did  it.  The  stock 
was  lost. 

^M^s^ion.  Was  he  punished? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Well,  he  was  not  punished  for  that  particular  offense.  He  stole  a 
horse  in  Mississippi,  and  they  caught  him  there  and  sent  him  to  the  penitentiary  in. 
Mississippi,  and  he  is  there  now.  He  has  never  been  punished  for  the  theft  of  the  stock 
in  this  county. 

Question.  Was  your  county  in  debt  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  During  the  war  did  it  become  in  debt  ? 

Answei\  During  the  war,  I  think  the  indebtedness,  if  there  was  any,  did  not  amount 
to  a  great  deal.  The  coufederate  money  was  pretty  abundant  here,  and  paid  the  taxes 
as  well  as  anythirig  else. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say,  judge,  that  you  heard  the  opening  remarks 
of  Mr.  Jones,  at  his  attempted  speech  there? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  them. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  anything  that  was  inappropriate,  while  you  listened  to  him  I 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  as  I  remarked,  I  believe,  before,  I  heard  nothing  that  I  saw  any 
ground  of  exception  to. 

Question.  Mr.  Jones  has  been  quite  a  prominent  politician,  for  a  man  of  his  age,  has  he 
not,  in  this  couuty  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  been  quite  prominent  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

Question.  Was  he  not  elected  mayor  of  your  town  when  he  was  quite  young  ? 

Aiiswer.  He  was  elected  mayor  of  this  town,  not  of  mine. 

Question.  You  are  living  at  Linden,  I  believe  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  elected  mayor  twice,  here,  was  he  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  probably  he  was ;  I  kuow  he  was  once. 

Question.  Was  he  an  elector  on  the  Douglas  ticket? 

Answe7\  I  do  not  remember,  sir.  I  do  not  think  that  he  was,  though.  I  cannot  re 
member  now  as  to  that ;  I  was  not  a  Douglas  man,  and  have  no  recollection  of  it. 

Question.  He  was  an  elector  on  the  Grant  ticket,  in  18G8,  was  he  not  ? 

Ansive7\  I  do  not  remember  as  to  that.  I  could  not  say  that  he  was  not,  but  I  !o  not 
remember. 

Question.  He  is  the  present  State  senator,  is  he  not,  from  this  county  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  lie  represents  this  county  and  Hale. 

Question.  He  is  very  well  known  over  the  county,  is  he  not? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  pretty  well  known  in  this  county. 

Question.  Did  you  make  the  remark  to  Mr.  Jones,  at  the  time  you  were  in  the  court- 
house, in  conversation  with  him,  that  you  saw  nothing  out  of  the  way  in  his  speech  ? 
.  Answer.  It  is  quite  probable  I  may  have  stated  to  him  that  as  far  as  I  heard  him  I 
did  not  hear  anything  that  I  felt  that  an  opponent  had  any  right  to  object  to. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  were  at  home  when  the  troubles  commenced  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  at  my  residence. 

Question.  Subsequently,  while  in  the  court-house,  did  you  tell  Dr.  Jones  that  you 
cared  nothing  for  his  politics,  and  that  he  should  not  be  run  over  by  a  drunken  mob  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  intend  to  make  use  of  those  words.  I  told  him  while  I  was  in  the 
room  that  I  wished  him  distinctly  to  understand  that  I  did  not  have  any  favor  for  him 
or  his  politics  ;  but  that,  while  I  was  there,  if  it  was  in  my  power  to  prevent  it,  he 
should  not  be  hurt. 

Question.  That  he  should  not  be  assailed  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  language,  because  when  I  got  there  I  was  like 
many  other  persons,  and  felt,  of  course,  some  little  excitement,  which  prevents  me 
from  remembering  what  words  I  used  ;  but  I  remember  the  substance  of  them  ;  that  I 
did  not  say  what  you  asked  me,  but  I  told  him  I  w«uld  protect  him  as  far  as  I  could, 
even  at  the  hazard  of  my  life.  I  have  seen  men  under  these  excitements  in  mobs  and 
violence,  and  I  know  it  is  not  safe  always  for  a  man  to  interpose,  and  I  felt  so  at  the 
time,  and  I  did  not  feel  very  comfortable,  really,  to  be  there.  I  have  no  desire  to  put 
myself  in  dangerous  situations,  when  I  can  avoid  it. 

Qtiestion.  I  believe  he  states  in  his  card  that  he  felt  under  some  obligations  for  the 
efforts  you  made  that  day  in  his  behalf,  and  in  attempting  to  keep  the  peace? 

Answer.  I  did,  for,  being  an  old  citizen,  I  felt  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  keep  the 
public  peace. 

Question.  You  do  not  remember  whether  you  referred  to  the  people  on  the  outside  as 
being  intoxicated  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  don^t  think  I  said  anything  about  it,  because  I  had  not  been  there 
with  them,  and  did  not  know.   He  is  mistaken  as  to  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Dr.  Jones  proposed  to  go  to  the  houseTof  his  cousin, 
Mr.  James  W.  Taylor's,  and  you  replied  to  him,  "  No,  they  will  not  mind  the  women, 
but  will  go  there  and  kill  you ;  von  will  not  be  safe  there ; "  or  something  of  that 
kind  ? 

Answer.  I  think  I  told  him  I  did  not  think  he  would  be  safe  there. 

Question.  You  really  felt,  did  you,  that  his  life  was  in  danger  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  I  did,  and  I  told  him  so.  I  think  at  that  particular  time  his  life  was  not 
safe,  and  for  the  reason  that  I  have  stated  before,  that  when  men^s  passions  get  up 
they  are  very  difficult  to  control. 

Question.  Mr.  Jones  is  the  present  candidate  on  the  republican  ticket  here  for  sheriff 
of  this  county  ? 

Ansiver.  Y'"es,  sir. 

Question.  Your  county  is  quite  strongly  republican,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  largely  so. 

Question.  About  how  much  majority  at  prcYious  elections  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  one  or  two  thousand. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  number  of  voters  have  you  in  the  county? 

Answer.  Perhaps  not  quite  as  much  as  that  j  perhaps  seventeen  or  eighteen  hun- 
dred would  be  a  fair  average  vote  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qiiestion.  But  the  entire  vote  ? 

Answer.  The  entire  vote  of  the  county  is  about  5,600. 

Question.  Your  entire  population,  white  and  colored,  about  how  great  ? 

Answer,  The  colored  vote,  registered,  I  think,  amounts  to  between  three  and  four 
thousand,  perhaps  as  high  as  4,000  ;  it  may  be  a  little  more  than  that.  I  never  made 
the  calculation.  I  only  give  the  vote,  because  almost  the  entire  white  vote  goes  one 
way.  The  colored  vote  does  not  always.  Always  more  or  less  of  them  vote  the  demo- 
cratic ticket. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qu/^Mion.  Your  entire  population  is,  by  the  census,  26,151 1 
Amwe}\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  that  the  colored  population  is  20,058  ? 
Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  the  republican  majority  in  previous  elections  was 
about  how  much  ? 

Answer.  I  think  about  seventeen  or  eighteen  hundred  votes ;  it  may  perhaps  run  up 
to  2,000. 

Question,  How  did  you  hear  the  remark  that  Mr.  Jones  came  down  there  for  the 
purpose  of  getting  up  a  difficulty  there ;  from  whom  did  that  remark  come  ?  Was  it  the 
expression  of  the  citizens  there  ? 

Answer.  I  think  you  misunderstood  me.  I  did  not  say  that  of  any  one,  that  he  made 
that  remark.  I  was  told  that  that  was  the  impression  that  they  had,  that  he  came 
down  there  to  make  a  difficulty.    I  did  not  hear  that  Mr.  Jones  said  that  himself. 

Question.  I  desire,  then,  to  ask  this  question  :  What  possible  advantage  did  Mr.  Jones 
hope  to  obtain,  political  or  otherwise,  in  a  county  like  Marengo,  where  you  uniformly 
have  about  1,800  republican  majority,  and  in  which  he  is  the  republican  candidate  for 
sheriff,  by  inciting  or  creating  any  disturbance  of  that  kind  at  Linden  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  that  Mr.  Jones  intended  anything  of  that  sort.  I  do  not  say 
that  he  intended  it.  I  do  not  know  what  he  might  do.  There  were  but  very  few,  as 
I  stated^  comparatively  very  few  white  persons.  He  might  possibly  have  thought  it 
was  a  good  opportunity  to  make  a  little  flourish,  and  it  would,  of  course,  give  him  credit ; 
we  here  all  know  the  colored  population  enough  to  know  that,  if  he  bullied  over  the 
white  people,  it  would  be  agreeable  to  them.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
charging  anything  of  the  sort  upon  him,  because  I  do  not  know  he  had  any  such  pur- 
pose, but  if  he  had,  that  would  be  the  conclusion  I  would  come  to,  that  he  would  get 
himself  a  little  credit,  or  what  would  give  him  a  very  considerablennfluence,  and  he 
might  possibly  have  had  such  ideas.  I  am  not  speaking  as  to  facts,  though,  but  only 
to  his  motives. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Is  it  not  the  method  employed  by  such  men  to  keep  up  the  republican  ma- 
jority by  keeping  alive  the  bad  feeling  between  the  whites  and  blacks  ? 
Ansiver.  That  has  been  my  information,  sir ;  that  has  been  my  belief. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  anything  in  Mr.  Jones's  speeches  which  leads  you  to 
think  that  he  is  animated  by  any  such  motive  as  that  ? 

,  Answer.  I  never  heard  any  one  of  his  speeches,  and  never  read  one  of  them,  and  I 
am  not  able  to  answer  as  to  that.  I  only  heard  a  few  sentences — that  portion,  as  I  say, 
probably  eight  or  ten  minutes,  or  it  may  have  been  fifteen  ;  and  while  I  was  listening 
to  him  I  did  not  hear  anything  that  there  was  any  just  ground  for  a  person  opposed  to 
him  in  politics  to  take  exception  to. 

Question.  Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  known  him  ever  since  he  was  a  child. 

Question.  Always  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  this  county  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.    He  has  no  interests  anywhere  else,  that  I  know. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  He  was  a  slaveholder  before  the  war,  was  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  an  owner ;  I  know  he  held  them ; 
whether  by  right  of  his  wife  or  his  own  right  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  He  works  freedmen  now  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  relation  which  exists  between  the  planter  and  freedmen  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  those  persons  who  imputed  to  him  that  motive  of  going 
down  there  to  create  a  disturbance  imputed  that  motive  to  him  upon  their  belief  that 
he  was  to  gain  anything  by  keeping  up  agitation  and  bad  feeling  between  the  races 
here? 

Answer.  1  think  probably  they  did.  I  do  not  know  as  to  what  other  men  think»  I 
can  only  form  my  own  opinion.  I  think  they  looked  at  it  that  Mr.  Jones — well,  sir, 
from  what  I  heard  men  say,  they  did  not  think  Mr.  Jones  cares  any  more  about  freed- 
men than  they  did ;  perhaps  not  so  much,  but  that  he  anticipates  that  he  will  advance 
his  schemes  by  obtaining  and  keeping  up  a  great  influence  for  political  position  ;  that 
is  their  idea,  but  that  he  is  very  indifferent  to  them. 

Question.  The  people  think,  do  they  not,  that  he  is  honest  in  his  convictions  and 
party  affiliations  ? 
'  Answer.  I  do  not  believe  many  of  them  do,  to  answer  that  question  frankly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  He  used  to  be  a  democrat  in  good  standing  V 
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Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  a  very  good  democrat^  and  they  hked  him  very  well  as  a 
democrat. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  His  speeches  were  spoken  of  in  quite  high  terms  when  he  was  a  democratic 
speaker  in  this  county  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 

Qtisstion.  He  was  then  regarded  as  a  young  man  of  considerahle  ability  and  promise  ? 

Answer.  They  thought  he  was  right  sprightly,  but  not  a  man  of  extraordinary  ability. 
I  never  heard  any  one  express  that  opinion. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  remarks  of  Judge  J.  Q.  Smith  on  yesterday  addressed  to 
the  grand  jury  at  the  time  it  made  its  report  upon  the  occurrence  in  Linden  a  few 
weeks  ago  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  in  the  court-room  at  the  time  the  grand  jury  made  their 
presentment. 

Question.  Is  it  in  your  information  that  the  judge  stated  in  his  remarks  that  Mr. 
Jones  could  not  get  up  a  difficulty  by  himself  alone  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  able  to  answer,  because  I  was  not  present.  I  do  not  know  what  he 
said  on  that  occasion. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  that  the  judge  made  the  remark  that  the  whole  affair 
was  very  disgraceful  to  the  citizens  there  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  I  heard  no  comment  at  all  in  reference  to  his  charge  to 
the  grand  jury  when  he  was  impaneling  them,  or  when  he  received  their  presentment. 
I  heard  a  portion 'of  his  charge  to  the  grand  jury,  but  it  was  altogether  in  relation  to 
misdemeanors.  I  did  not  get  into  the  court-room  until  after  he  commenced,  and  if  he 
said  anything  in  reference  to  that  occurrence,  it  was  before  I  got  in.  I  did  not  hear 
him  till  after  the  grand  jury  made  their  returns. 

Question.  What  is  the  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  at  the  present  time  in  this 
county  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  remember  just  at  this  time  what  it  is  valued  at  according  to  the 
assessment. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  about  what  the  assessment  is  per  acre  on  real  estate  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  The  assessments  vary  in  the  different  portions  of  the 
county.  The  assessor  is  required  to  put  a  valuation  on  the  land  ;  he  is  clothed  with 
authority  by  the  legislature  to  value  each  man's  land.  The  county  commissioners  sit 
as  an  equalization  board,  and  they  value  lands  in  one  part  of  the  county,  take,  say,  one 
township  ;  they  fix  a  general  rate,  and  if  there  be  any  lands  in  that  that  are  shoVn  to 
be  superior  in  value  to  others,  they  fix  that  value.  They  are  not  governed  by  a  gen- 
eral rate  ;  they  make  the  holder  of  that  land  pay  a  proportionate  tax;  they  value  it 
higher  and  make  him  pay  a  tax  according  to  its  actual  valuation ;  the  other  portions 
of  the  county  the  board  will  fix;  for  one  in  one  part  of  the  county  fix  the  rate  at  ten, 
another  at  six,  another  at  three  dollars,  and  even  down,  as  low  as  |l  25,  which  I  think 
is  about  the  lowest  they  ever  value  lands. 

Question.  Has  any  portion  of  the  county  tax  been  paid  for  the  purchase  of  a  poor- 
farm  in  this  county  since  the  war  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  since  the  war,  that  I.  know  of. 

Question.  Has  any  portion  of  the  income  from  county  taxation  been  paid  for  the 
repair  and  building  of  a  court-house  since  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none  paid ;  there  has  been  an  appropriation  made  but  not  yet  paid. 
There  was  an  appropriation  of  $300  made  since  the  war  for  inclosing  the  ground  around 
the  court-house,  but  not  for  building. 

Question.  Was  the  election  held  for  determining  the  site  of  the  court-house  paid  for 
from  county  funds  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  it  was  or  not.  I  never  made  any  exiamination  into 
that  particular  matter. 

Question.  That  question,  I  beheve,  was  submitted  to  the  people  of  this  county  ? 

Answe}\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  what  you  know  from  a  long  residence  in  this  county,  do  you  think 
a  republican  is  safe,  in  all  portions  of  the  county,  in  advocating  his  political  senti- 
ments ? 

Answer.  That  would  depend  altogether  on  the  manner  in  which  he  does  it.  If  he 
does  it  fairly  and  openly,  without  inculcating  ideas  that  are  deemed  to  have  a  ten- 
dency to  produce  disturbance,  I  think  so.  There  is  a  republican  in  this  county— there 
are  some  few,  but  not  a  great  many — but  there  is  one  that  had  lived  in  this  county  for 
several  years,  and  has  not  been  disturbed,  that  I  know  of.  I  could  not  say  positively 
that  he  has  not  been,  but  I  do  not  know  any  fact  of  that  kind  within  my  own  knowl- 
edge. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  many  white  republicans  are  there  in  the  county  f 
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Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  are  more  than  half  a  dozen  that  I  tnow.  I  can 
mention  the  names  of  those  that  I  know  that  are  republicans.  I  do  not  think  there 
are  many. 

Question.  What  was  the  size  of  the  crowd  at  the  conrt-house  at  the  time  Mr.  Jones 
took  refuge  for  protection  inside  of  the  building  ? 

Answer.  When  I  got  there  I  do  not  think  that  there  could  possibly  have  been  more 
than  forty  white  persons.  I  did  not  think  there  were  that  many ;  there  might  possi- 
bly have  been  that  many,  and  I  think  that  there  were  at  the  time  may  be  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  negroes  there.  A  great  many  negroes,  when  this 
disturbance  took  place,  hastened  away.  I  met  a  number  of  them  when  I  got  i]^to  the 
street.  I  do  not  think  there  were  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  colored  persons, 
and  not  exceeding  forty,  I  should  think  thirty,  white  persons. 

Question.  Were  they  generally  armed  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  but  two  or  three  persons  with  arms  exposed.  I  saw  one  man, 
I  do  not  remember  who,  who  had  a  gun,  but  I  saw  one  white  man  with  a  gun,  and  one 
man  with  a  hatchet  in  one  hand  and  a  knife  in  the  other. 

Question.  Is  it  your  information  that  the  whites  were  armed  generally  ? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  that  at  the  time  most  of  them  had  pistols. 

Question.  Were  many  of  them  under  the  influence  of  stimulants  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  probably  half  a  dozen  or  more  were,  but  not  more  than  six  or  eight 
at  the  time.  I  do  not  think  there  was  at  any  time,  on  that  day,  more  than  six  or 
eight  persons  who  were  under  undue  influence. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  think  these  colored  people  left  from  an  apprehension  of  danger  ? 

Ans^ver.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  They  left  the  court-house  immediately  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  1  do  not  know  why  they  did;  but  the  negroes  are,  a  great  many 
of  them,  very  timid,  and  at  the  least  indications  of  that  sort  they  will  get  out. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  most  of  these  thirty  or  forty  white  people 
who  were  there  ? 

Answer.  I  imagine  I  knew  most  of  them.  I  think  there  were  two  or  three  there  I 
did  not  know. 

Question.  From  what  you  saw  at  the  opening  of  the  meeting,  and  the  appearance  of 
the  crowd,  do  you  think  those  white  men  came  there  to  listen  to  Mr.  Jones's  speech,  or 
do  you  think  they  came  there  to  disturb  the  meeting  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  sir,  I  saw  nothing  to  induce  me  to  believe  there  was  any  intention  to 
disturb  the  meeting.  It  had  been  spoken  of,  some  day  or  two  before  that,  as  probable 
that  there  would  be  a  large  number  of  colored  people.  A  much  larger  number  of  col- 
ored people  were  expected  there  than,  accordii  bo  my  judgment,  were  there.  I  do 
not  think  there  were  outside  of  two  hundred  auu  fifty,  not  much  over  that  j  some  said 
five  hundred,  but  I  think  not  over  two  hundred  and  fifty. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  white  persons  came  there  honestly  intending  to  be  indoc- 
trinated in  republican  principles  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  had  any  idea  of  any  such  thing. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  came  from  curiosity,  to  hear  what  a  republican  speaker 
would  say  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  came  there  on  that  account.  I  do  not  think 
they  canid  at  all  on  account  of  the  meeting  ;   they  came  for  other  purposes. 

Question.  I  mean  those  together  at  the  court-house. 

Answer.  I  do  not  suppose  they  went  over  there  on  that  account. 

Question.  Were  they  people  who  live  in  the  county-seat.  Linden,  or  from  the  sur- 
rounding country  ? 

Answer.  Those  who  were  making  the  noise  there  lived  out  in  the  country,  one  of 
them  some  twelve  or  fifteen  miles.    I  think  he  was  there  the  evening  before. 

Question.  These  men  were  all  democrats  that  were  making  this  violent,  demon- 
stration ? 

Ayisicer.  They  were  all  democrats.  I  do  not  think  there  was  a  white  republican 
there  except  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Drake. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Were  these  persons  men  of  property  1 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  they  were  men  of  much  property.  One  of  them  owned  some 
property,  not  much,  though. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  they  lawless  men,  and  so  regarded  ? 

Answer.  1  cannot  say  that  they  were  so.    I  never  heard  of  their  being  so. 
Question.  Were  they  men  of  fair  average  respectability  in  the  community  ? 
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Anmver.  Yes,  sir  ;  they  were  young  men,  aud  sometimes  took  liquor,  and  occa- 
sionally got  into  sprees,  and  did  like  young  men  in  this  country  have  done  sinc6 
the  war. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  You  think  they  got  on  a  spree  that  day  ? 
Answer.  They  were  somewhat  on  a  spree  that  day. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  the  young  men  generally  go  armed  in  this  country  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  it  is  a  general  practice ;  it  is  a  practice  that  is  very  general 
all  over  this  country  now. 

Question.  Is  that  practice  denounced  or  attempted  to  be  put  down  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  know  of;  almost  every  man  in  this  country,  every  young  man, 
and  a  great  many  of  the  older  ones,  carries  weapons  daily,  and  they  have  done  so  for 
several  years. 

Question.  Is  it  from  a  sense  of  insecurity  ? 

Aiisiver.  I  imagine  so.    I  take  it  that  that  is  the  cause  of  it. 

Question.  What  conditions  are  there  in  the  community  rendering,  in  your  opinion, 
the  carrying  of  fire-arms  by  the  white  young  men  of  the  country  necessary  ? 

Answer..  There  is  a  general  feeling  everywhere  in  this  country  that  there  is  a  dispo- 
sition to  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  colored  population  toward  the  whites  ;  the  people 
think  that  the  negro  believes  that  he  is  entitled  to,  and  ought  to  have,  the  lauds  and 
other  i)roperty  in  this  country  to  the  exclusion  of  the  whites.  That  is  the  feeling,  I 
know,  of  a  great  many  white  persons  ;   they  believe  it. 

Question.  Did  not  this  same  class  of  young  men  carry  fire-arms  before  the  war  ? 

Answei^  No,  sir;  I  think  before  the  war  very  few  persons  carried  fire-arms.  Those 
who  did  it  were  men  of  rather  turbulent  character,  bullies. 

Question.  How  do  the  colored  people  behave  themselves  ? 

Ansiver.  Generally  very  well  in  this  county. 

Q'ue^Hion.  Peaceably,  quietly,  and  orderly  ? 

Answer.  We  have  satisfied  ourselves  until  the  last  few  months  that  we  had  the  most 
peacejible  and  quiet  county  in  the  State. 

Question.  And  yet  your  young  men  deemed  it  necessary  to  carry  fire-arms,  notwith- 
standing that  belief  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  There  have  been  no  outbreaks.  No  such  manifestations  that  I  know 
6f. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Your  planters  regard  the  colored  men  as  good  laborers  as  they  can  get,  do 
they  not  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  have  been  great  competition  among  them  to  get  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  they  prefer  them  greatly  to  w^hite  men  on  their  plantations  ? 

Answer.  According  to  the  specimens  of  white  men  we  have  here  I  suppose  they 
would.  If  they  could  get  such  white  laborers  as  they  have  in  many  portions  of  the 
United  States  they  would  rather  have  white  labor,  but  we  do  not  get  them ;  that  class 
does  not  come  here. 

By  Mr  Buckley  : 
Question.  The  general  conduct  of  the  negroes  in  this  community  or  county  has  been 
good,  has  it  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  there  has  been  no  great  complaint  of  it  recently. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  From  Avhat  does  the  feeling  of  insecurity  among  the  white  people  arise  ? 

Answer.  It  arises  in  a  great  measure  from  the  fact  that  they  are  an  ignorant  and  im- 
pulsive class,  and  a  very  slight  circumstance  would  at  any  time  produce  an  outbreak 
with  them ;  that  is  one  cause  of  it.  No  man  feels  at  all  times  secure,  as  a  little  circum- 
stance might  happen  ;  their  disposition,  that  they  have  manifested  from  the  outset,  is 
whenever  there  has  been  any  difiiculty  with  a  white  man  for  the  negroes  to  band 
themselves  together  against  the  whites  ;  that  is  the  reason  men  liave  felt  insecure. 

Question.  Is  there  any  distrust  felt  by  the  people  generally  of  the  counsels  given  to 
the  negroes  by  their  white  leaders  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  yes. 

Question.  The  white  leaders  of  the  blacks  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  hear  from  negroes  that  they  are  told  things  that  are  consid- 
ered as  likely  to  tend  to  the  injury  of  the  whites.  For  instance,  they  have  heard  now, 
as  I  have  been  informed,  that  Mr.  Jones  has  counseled  the  laboring  or  colored  popula- 
tion not  to  work  for  the  white  people,  or  make. crops  for  them.    They  say  he  tells  them 
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if  they  will  not  make  any  crops  that  the  white  people  have  no  money  to  pay  their 
taxes,  and  that  if  they  cannot  pay  their  taxes  their  lands  will  be  sold,  and  then  they 
can  buy  them  cheaply.  That  is  what  I  have  heard.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Jones  does 
any  such  thing  as  that. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 

Question.  Do  you  really  believe  Mr.  Jones  ever  made  such  a  remark  ? 

Aiisicer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  know  Mr.  Jones  very  well  ? 

Answer.  I  know  him  very  well,  and  I  say  I  think  he  is  a  little  unscrupulous  when  ifc 
comes  to  canvassing.  At  the  same  time  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any  just  right  to 
say  that  I  ought  to  believe  such  a  thing.  I  do  not  care  to  go  into  Mr.  Jones's  charac- 
ter unless  I  am  specially  interrogated  as  to  that. 

By  Mr.  Blaiu  : 

Question.  Not  speaking  of  Mr.  Jones  particularly  ? 

Ammver.  I  merely  mentioned  him  as  an  illustration ;  not  that  he  said  so,  but  that 
these  facts  are  reported  as  having  been  instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  negroes, 
whether  Mr.  Jones  ever  said  it  or  not,  that  leads  those  who  hear  it  to  believe  that  he 
is  pursuing  that  course,  or  at  least  they  get  these  ideas  from  some  one,  and  it  is  injuri- 
ous to  the  country. 

Question.  The  negroes  get  them  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  Everything  depends  cm  our  agricultural  labor,  and  whatever  pre- 
vents them  from  laboring  for  the  white  people  is  injurious  to  the  country.  I,  perhaps, 
ought  not  to  have  mentioned  Mr.  Jones's  name ;  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  said  it ; 
but  they  hear  that  these  things  were  said  to  the  negro. 

Question.  And  the  negroes  said  Mr.  Jones  said  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  any  negro  ever  tell  you  Mr.  Jones  said  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;'  I  never  have  any  conversation  with  negroes  except  about  my  own 
business. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Is  it  not  known  publicly  in  this  community  that  Mr.  Jones  does  busy  him- 
sel*"  in  interfering  between  the  employers  and  the  employ^  ? 

Mswer.  I  never  have  heard  that  he  has  done  anything  of  the  sort.  I  only  have 
hear^,  as  I  say,  that  he  tells  these  negroes  that  the  way  for  them  to  get  land — that 
they  tught  to  have  land  and  mules — and  the  way  to  get  them  is  to  not  work  for  the 
white  leople  or  make  any  crops  for  them,  and  they  would  be  bound  to  sell  their  lands ; 
that  thty  could  not  pay  their  taxes,  and  then  the  negroes  could  buy  them.  No  negro 
ever  tolcnie  that,  for  I  do  not  permit  them  to  talk  to  me  about  white  persons. 

Questio'ii  Has  he  not  stated  in  his  public  speeches  that  the  negroes  do  not  get  enough 
wages  ? 

Answer.  Ido  not  know.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  have  heard  that,  but  I  cannot  testify 
to  that. 

Questim.  Loes  he  not  make  speeches  in  favor  of  the  negroes  colonizing  in  Kansas  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  so,  but  I  have  never  heard  him  make  such  a  speech. 

Questim.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  has  a  scheme  of  that  kind,  which  he  is  exten- 
sively agtating  ? 

Answei  I  know  this,  that  the  negroes,  many  of  them  in  my  neighborhood,  had  a 
very  strcng  idea  of  going  to  Kansas  at  one  time,  were  quite  high  up  in  the  notion  of 
going  to  Kansas,  and  they  had  understood  that  Mr.  Jones  said  they  could  get  land 
there  frcs 

ByVIr.  Buckley  : 
Question  Under  the  homestead  act  he  meant  ? 

Answer. [  suppose  that  was  the  idea.  I  did  not  hear  what  act,  but  they  were  very 
much  in  tl>,  notion  at  one  time. 

By  IS-.  Blair  : 

Question.  Tow,  dropping  the  particular  reference  to  Mr.  Jones  and  his  action,  is  it 
not  a  fact  tU  the  white  leaders  of  the  negroes  instill  these  ideas  of  hostility  in  the  ne- 
groes' mindsigainst  the  white  population  generally  ? 

Answer.  liias  been  done,  no  doubt,  but  I  cannot  state  that  anything  more  has  been 
done  in  thaVay  than  I  have  already  stated.  As  far  as  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Drake  (who 
are  the  mos'jQfluential  men  among  them  in  this  county)  are  concerned,  I  do  not  know 
what  eitheio^'  them  say  to  them  beyond  these  facts.  I  tell  you  I  never  allow  any 
colored  perm  to  talk  to  me  about  any  white  person.  I  get  no  information  from  them. 
I  only  deri^  it  ivom  other  persons.    I  know  that  is  the  impression.    I  know  the  white. 
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people  here  do  believe  that  those  gentlemen  talk  to  the  negroes  in  a  way  to  excite  hos- 
tility ;  whether  they  do  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  It  is  this  impression  which  induces  the  white  people  to  carry  arms? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  do  not  know  at  what  moment  they  might  need  them. 

Question.  It  is  the  apprehension  excited  by  these  people  ? 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  risings  of  the  colored  people  to  warrant  any  such 
belief  as  that  ? 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of  until  recently.  They  have  at  times  made  threats  j  we 
hear  every  now  and  then  of  threats  they  make  of  what  they  are  going  to  do,  but  as  to 
any  actual  demonstration,  I  do  not  know  of  any  acts.  It  has  been  but  a  week  or  two 
since  hearing  that  in  McKinley,  in  the  eastern  part  of  this  county,  a  large  number  of 
negroes  gathered,  expecting  Mr.  Jones  to  be  there  ;  a  good  many  of  them  came  armed, 
four  or  five  hundred  )  they  did  not  come  to  the  place,  but  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the 
place,  in  martial  array ;  by  efforts  made  by  some  gentlemen  there,  they  were  induced 
to  go  away  without  coming  into  the  place  with  their  arms. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  that  after  the  occurrence  at  Linden,  where  Mr.  Jones's  meeting  was 
broken  up  ? 

Ansiv€^\  Yes,  sir.  A  paper  was  given  to  me  to  give  to  General  Crawford,  supposing 
be  was  here, by  Judge  Maupin,  judge  of  probate;  it  purports  to  be  a  petition,  but 
General  Crawford  had  left,  and. I  did  not  give  it  to  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Qnestion.  Was  it  reported  that  the  colored  people  went  to  this  place  where  Mr.  Jones 
was  to  speak  armed  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  protect  him  f 
Ansxi^er.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  did  not  hear  that  they  threatened  anything  beyond  that. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Mr.  Jones  had  an  appointment  to  speak  at  that  time  ? 

Answer',  Yes,  sir,  he  had ;  I  cannot  speak  anything  about  it  except  from  hearsay. 
Here  is  a  copy  of  a  petition  which  was  sent  to  Judge  Smith,  and  which  was  intended 
for  General  Crawford,  [producing  paper.]  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  proper  for  me  to 
introduce  It. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Does  it  give  offense  to  the  white  people  of  this  county  that  any  leader  of 
the  blacks,  or  any  one  who  has  influence  over  their  actions,  should  advise  them  for  their 
own  good  to  emigrate  to  another  country  where,  under  the  homestead  law,  they  can 
acquire  homes  of  ^  their  own  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  never  heard  but  one  expression  in  relation  to  that,  and  that  was, 
that  those  who  wished  to  go  they  would  be  very  glad  they  would  leave.  The  idea  is 
that  if  the  negroes  would  all  go  away  a  much  better  population  would  come  in  and 
take  their  place. 

Question.  So  that  you  regard  the  presence  of  the  colored  people  here  a  real  evil,  and 
would  be  glad  to  get  rid  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  we  w^ould  be  better  off  without  them. 

Question.  And  that  is  the  general  sentiment  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  pretty  much  so ;  at  least  it  is  the  sentiment  of  the  larger  portion. 

Question.  While  they  are  here  you 

Ansiver.  While  they  are  here  we  must  do  the  best  we  can. 

Questions  But  the  planters  prefer  their  labor  to  the  w^hites  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  such  whites  as  we  have  had  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  parties  who  signed  that  paper  ? 

Answer.  I  know  some  of  them  ,•  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  circumstances; 
this  was  handed  to  me  to  be  given  to  General  Crawford  by  Judge  Maupin  ;  it  w^as  a; 
petition  ;  the  original  he  kex^t. 

Question.  Judge  Maupin  kept  the  original  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  would  like  to  have  that  incorporated  in  the  witness's  testimony. 

The  petition  is  as  follows : 

i^To  tJie  Jionorables  J.  Q.  Smithy  judge  of  circuit  court,  B.  L.  Maupin,  judge  of  pro'baie  court, 

of  Mm^engo  County  : 
'^  We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  McKinley  and  vicinity,  desiring  to  abide  by  and 
protect  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  request  you,  as  conservators  of  the  peace,  to 
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take  such  steps  as  you  may  think  necessary,  to  prevent  a  riot  at  McKinley,  on  Satur- 
day next,  which  your  petitioners  have  good  reason  to  believe  will  take  place,  unless  pre- 
vented by  the  legal  officers  of  the  State  and  county. 

"  T.  N.  McMillan.  Chas.  S.  Wood. 

"  S.  S.  King.  Eugene  McCaa. 

"Jno.  B.  Edwards.  H.  A.  Woolf. 

"R.  L.  Steele.  James  O.  Fitts. 

'•Jno.  B.  Rains.  A.  J.  Wynne. 

'*Thos.  J.  Foster.  W.  J.  Prowjsll. 

^'W.  R.  FoRNiss.  Levi  W.  Reeves. 

"  W.  T.  Abrahams.  S.  H.  Bartlett. 

''Jas.  L.  Edwards.  W.  P.  Kittrell." 

"E.  A.  Steele. 

Question.  Do  you  know  many  of  the  signers  of  this  petition  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Are  they  men  of  good  character  and  standing  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  any  intimidation  employed  against  black  men,  by  men  of  their 
color,  to  prevent  them  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  any ;  they  have  voted  at  every  precinct  I  have  been  at.  Since 
1865, 1  have  happened,  on  two  or  three  occasions,  to  be  at  elections  away  from  my  own, 
^nd  I  never  saw  any  intimidation ;  and*  I  know  there  has  been  none  at  the  precinct  at 
w^hich  I  live.  They  vote  there,  and  they  vote  sometimes  pretty  largely  in  opposition 
to  the  democratic  party,  in  favor  of  the  republican  ticket.  They  vote  very  largely 
there  sometimes. 

Question.  You  did  not  understand  my  question,  which  was,  have  you  ever  known 
black  men  who  wanted  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  to  be  intimidated  by  men  of  their 
own  color,  and  prevented  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Ansiver.  I  cannot  say  that  I  know  of  anything  of  that,  but  I  know  they  have  fre- 
quently said  they  were  threatened  by  other  colored  men  that  if  they  did  not  vote  with 
them  they  would  kill  them. 

Question.  You  have  heard  negroes  say  so  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  but  I  only  know  what  they  said  about  it.  I  never  heard  any  threat 
at  all,  and  I  never  saw  anything  of  the  sort. 

Question.  You  only  know  from  what  the  negroes  themselves  tell  you  ? 

Answer.  What  they  say ;  they  say  they  have  been  threatened  their  lives  if  they 
voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  many  of  them  would  prefer  to  vote  with  the  white 
people  in  whom  they  have  confidence,  and  with  whom  they  have  had  relations  ever 
since  their  birth,  rather  than  vote  for  the  republican  party,  if  allowed  to  do  so  without 
fear? 

Answer.  I  could  not  say  ;  I  do  not  know  that  a  great  many  of  them  do,  within  my 
knowledge.  There  are  some  who  have  voted  the  democratic  ticket  from  1865  reg- 
ularly on,  and  they  have  been  a  good  deal  abused,  but  still  they  vote  the  democratic 
ticket.  There  may  be  a  few  who  would  vote  it,  but  I  think  the  great  majority  of  them 
would  vote  the  republican  ticket.  Some  of  them,  perhaps,  might  vote,  some  of  them 
do  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  Of  course,  they  think  it  is  to  their  interest  to  do  so  in 
this,  that  they  can  get  employment ;  to  carry  favor  with  their  employers  some  of  them 
may  do  so,  but  I  think  the  great  majority  of  them  prefer  to  vote  for  tlie  republican 
ticket,  as  far  as  is  within  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Is  it  not  deemed  essential  by  such  leaders  as  Jones  to  keep  the  negroes  in 
a  fever  state  of  Excitement,  and  of  animosity  against  the  whites,  in  order  to  get  them 
to  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  I  am  led  to  that  opinion  from  the  fact  that  it  has  never  been 
customary  for  candidates  for  county  offices  in  this  county  to  canvass  the  county  pub- 
licly, to  make  public  speeches  when  there  are  no  political  elections  to  take  place,  and 
that  leads  me  to  the  opinion  that  his  object  in  making  these  public  speeches  was  to 
excite  them,  to  make  them  more  zealously  in  favor  of  the  republican  party. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  negro,  if  let  alone  and  uninfluenced  by  anybody, 
would,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  or,  if  not  of  principle,  of  instinct,  always  vote  the 
republican  ticket  if  his  will  or  action  w^as  not  influenced  by  his  employers  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  so.  I  think  that  if  they  were  let  alone,  their  interest 
being  identified  generally  with  that  of  the  white  persons,  they  would,  as  a  general 
thiifg,  look  to  the  white  man  for  counsel  and  vote  according  to  his  advice.  I  know 
that  is  the  case  generally  where  they  have  much  confidence,  when  they  are  with  a 
white  man  in  whose  employment  they  are. 
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Question.  Have  you  heard  that  the  black  race,  if  the  democratic  party  acquire  the 
supremacy  again,  would  be  reduced  to  slavery  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  :  I  have  heard  that  they  have  been  told  so. 

Question.  Is  not  that  their  belief,  that  their  continued  freedom  is  dependent  on  the 
ascendency  of  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  the  belief  of  a  great  many  of  them,  the  ignorant,  the  more 
ignorant  ones. 

Question.  Believing  that,  would  they  not,  as  a  matter  of  principle,  vote  the  republican 
ticket? 

Ansive7\  Certainly  they  would.  If  they  believed  that  if  the  democratic  party,  if  it 
got  into  power,  would  put  them  back  into  slavery,  they  would  vote  the  republican 
ticket. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  this  one  of  the  falsehoods  that  is  made  use  of  to  induce  them  to  vote  the 
republican  ticket  ? 

Ansicer.  I  have  heard  that  that  is  so.  I  have  heard  it  ever  since  1865.  That  has  been 
one  of  the  arguments  used  with  them  to  induce  them  to  adhere  to  the  republican  party, 
that  if  the  democrats  got  into  power  they  would  put  them  back  into  slavery. 

Question.  Does  it  irritate  the  white  people  in  this  country  to  have  demagogues  going 
around  uttering  these  falsehoods  to  the  negroes  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  one  of  the  causes  of  their  excitability,  or  being  so  easily  stirred  up. 

Question.  That  is  one  cause  of  irritation  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  one  cause  of  irritation. 

Question.  That  men  who  really  have  no  interest  in  the  negroes,  have  never  shown 
any  interest  in  them,  should  pretend  to  this  immense  desire  to  j)revent  their  being 
reduced  to  slavery  by  a  party  which  has  no  idea  of  doing  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  the  belief  is  almost  universal,  among  the  colored 
people,  that  the  democratic  party  has  assumed  a  position  of  hostility  to  the  colored 
man's  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise,  and  does  not  that  belief,  more  than  anything 
else,  bind  the  colored  men  together  and  cause  them  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  do  not  know.  I  think  it  is  quite  probable  that  many  of  the  negroes 
think  that  their  interest  is  bound  up  with  the  republican  party,  but  as  long  as  they 
can  get  advice  from  one  they  deem  to  be  a  republican  they  will  not  ask  nor  receive 
advice  from  those  who  live  here,  nor  pay  any  attention  to  any  argument  that  is  used 
to  them. 

Question.  Are  you  not  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  colored  man  had  confidence  in  the 
democratic  party,  that  it  would  not  interfere  with  the  elective  franchise,  they  would 
accept  of  the  advice  of  their  democratic  employers  and  others  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  could  answer  that  question.  My  own  opinion  about  it 
is  simply  this :  that  the  negroes  generally  are  hostile  in  feeling  toward  the  white  people 
of  the  South. 

Question.  You  do  not  mean  that  they  personally  are  hostile  ? 

Answer.  I  mean  that  there  is  a  feeling;  they  have  a  general  animosity;  personally 
every  negro,  perhaps,  likes  some  white  man,  but  he  has  a  general  hostility  toward  the 
white  x^cople  of  the  South,  and  as  long  as  this  excitement  is  kept  up  no  kind  of  treat- 
ment by  the  white  people  here  can  break  that  hostile  feeling  down ;  and  that  is  the 
reason  why  the  people  of  the  South  here  generally  believe  that  if  they  were  let  alone, 
and  no  excitement,  nothing  tending  to  excite  them,  that  feeling  would  subside,  and 
they  would  get  an  influence  over  them  which  they  think  they  ought  to  have.  They 
have  lived  here  with  them,  and  they  employ  them,  and  are  the  best  friends  they  have, 
and  they  ought  to  have  some  influence  over  them.  But  the  negro  has  been  led  to 
believe  that,  if  the  white  people  here  had  the  power,  they  would  put  them  back  into 
slavery,  and  if  the  democratic  party  get  into  power  they  would  put  them  back ;  there- 
fore this  animosity  is  kept  up. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  they  entertain  this  animosity,  in  your  opinion,  from  the  fact  that  tho 
colored  race  have  been  for  generations  enslaved  in  the  Southern  States  ? 

Answer.  Many  of  them  do. 

Question.  And  regard  it  as  a  wrong  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  think  they  have  been  kept  in  slavery,  except  a  few  old  ones 
formerly  free. 

Question.  They  held  this  sentiment  before  the  war  ? 

Ansiver.  Their  state  was  such  that  they  did  not  think  much  about  it;  they  thought 
themselves  slaves,  and  believed  they  always  would  remain  slaves.  I  do  not  think  they 
ever  indulged  in  reflections  on  that  subject.  I  think  some  few  of  them  might  have 
done  so. 
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Question,  As  to  this  petitiOD,  have  you  seen  the  original? 

A7'iSiv€i\-  Ko,  sir ;  I  never  saw  it. 

Question.  This  petition  is  without  date ;  at  what  tiine  was  it  got  up  ? 

Answer.  I  vsuppose — I  have  no  information  more  than  just  to  receive  it  and  deliver  it 
to  General  Crawford — and  the  inference  was  that  it  had  been  only  sent  to  Judge  Smith 
the  day  before  ;  but  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Was  it  got  up  in  anticipation  of  the  meeting  at  McKinley  that  Mr.  Jones 
was  to  address  ? 

Answer.  No^  sir;  in  anticipation  of  a  meeting  to  take  place  next  Saturday  at 
McKiuiey. 

QueMion.  Is  that  a  meeting  advertised  by  Mr.  Jones  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  the  meeting  to  be  held  there? 

Answer.  I  cannot  inform  you. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  it  is  a  political  meeting  ? 

Answe7\  I  suppose  it  must  be  a  political  meeting. 

Question.  Then  it  is  called  by  somebody^  of  course,  and  for  some  purpose ;  who  is  it 
called  by,  as  you  understand,  and  what  is  the  purpose  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard.  I  think  I  heard  before  that,  that  perhaps  it  was  expected 
that  Mr.  Re;^nolds,  or  some  other  gentleman — I  am  not  positive  whether  he  is  the  one — 
was  to  be  there  next  Saturday  to  make  an  address. 

Question.  To  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  To  the  colored  people. 

Question.  And  to  the  people  generally  ? 

Answer.  To  the  people  generally. 

Question.  Why  was  there  apprehension  of  a  riot  ? 

Ansiver.  Because,  at  the  previous  meeting  called  by  Mr.  Jones,  so  large  a  body  of 
negroes  had  come  there,  not  from  this  county  alone  but  from  other  counties,  with 
ariiis. 

Question.  But  I  understood  you  to  say  they  came  there  armed  purely  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  Mr.  Jones  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  what  they  came  armed  for. 

Question.  They  did  not  use  their  arms  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  did  not  hurt  any  one  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did  not  hear  that  they  shot  any  one. 

Question.  This  petition  was  got  up  since  the  riot  at  Linden? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  since  then. 

Question.  Is  it  signed  by  citizens  of  Linden  ?  Please  look  over  it  and  state  whether 
there  are  citizens  of  Linden  there  ? 

Ansiver.  I  see  the  names  of  some  persons  here  of  Linden.  It  is  signed  by  Dr.  Mc- 
Millan, S.  S.  King,  John  B.  Edwards,  R.  L.  Steele,  Thomas  B.  Foster. 

Question.  Are  they  all  citizens  of  Linden  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  as  to  Mr.  Foster,  bnt  I  will  call  over  the  names  of  those  persons 
who  reside  in  the  neighborhood  of  McKinley,  and  then  I  will  call  the  other  names  : 
Dr.  Abrahams,  James  L.  Edwards,  E.  A.  Steele,  C.  S.  Wood — those  are  all  persons  re- 
siding at  or  near  McKinley. 

Quesiio7i.  Give  us  the  names  of  those  living  in  the  neighborhood  of  Linden. 

Answer.  I  will  give  those  who  reside  at  Linden,  or  in  its  neighborhood:  John  B. 
Eains,  H.  A.  Woolf,  W.  P.  Kittrell.    These  are  all  who  reside  at  or  near  Linden. 

Question.  Was  that  petition  got  up  this  week.  Judge  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was,  I  know  nothing  about  it  except  it  was  handed  to  me  to 
be  given  to  General  Crawford. 

Question.  Was  it  got  up  with  a  knowledge  that  the  sub-committee  appointed  under 
the  authority  of  Congress  was  sitting  here  this  week,  and  that  General  Crawford 
would  meet  that  committee  here  ? 

Answer.  They  knew  the  committee  would  sit  here;  but  whether  they  knew,  that 
General  Crawford  would  be  here  at  the  time  it  was  gotten  up  I  do  not  know.  I  did 
not  know  General  Crawford  was  here  until  yesterday  morning,  on  my  way  here.  I  do 
not  know  what  information  other  gentlemen  had — these  parties  here — when  it  was  got 
up,  or  where. 

Question.  Do  not  the  whites  of  this  community  feel  quite  adequate  to  deal  with  the 
negroes  without  calling  on  United  States  troops  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  did  not  at  McKinley. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  express,  some  tirAe  since,  the  opinion  that  the  negroes 
were  timid,  and  would  fly  from  the  face  of  a  white  man. 

Mnsiver.  I  say  a  great  many  of  them  would,  but  some  are  not  so  timid. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Some  white  men  are  timid  also,  are  they  not? 
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Answer.  Probably  if  they  had  not  that  perfect  confidence  in  their  courage  over  the 
blacks  they  might  run,  sometimes,  as  quickly  as  the  blacks,  under  certain  circum- 

Btances. 

By  the  Chairmajt  : 
Question.  That  little  squad  at  Jones's  meeting  was  dispersed,  and  the  negroes  pres- 
ent to  support  him  scattered  off  the  ground  ? 
A'lisiver.  Yes,  sir;  they  scattered,  a  good  many  of  them. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  25, 1871. 
THOMPSON  C.  HAWKINS  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  State  where  you  live. 

Answer.  I  live  in  Greene  County  at  this  time. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  Well,  a  farmer,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  appointed  a  mail-route  agent  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  receive  that  appointment  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  some  time  the  first  of  last  March,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  hold  that  office  now  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  exercise  the  duties  of  the  office  ? 

Answer.  Four  or  five  days,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  resign  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  you  resign  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  didn't  think  I  could  do  it  with  safety  to  myself. 

Question.  What  led  you  to  think  so  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  there  are  many  reasons  for  why  I  was  led  to  believe  that— many  rea- 
sons— the  state  of  feeling  that  existed  in  the  country.  First,  after  the  surrender,  I 
have  always  lived  a  democrat,  been  raised  a  democrat,  always  adhered  to  that  up  until 
the  war.  After  the  war,  I  began  to  think  things  over ;  that  I  had  helped  to  break  up 
the  Government,  had  voted  for  secession,  and  I  attributed  the  war  to  the  attempt  of 
the  democratic  party  to  break  up  the  Government ;  and  after  General  Lee  surrendered, 
and  people  were  generally  paroled  and  surrendered  everywhere,  I  concluded  that  the 
best  policy  for  me  and  the  country  would  be  to  adhere  to  those  that  had  most  victory 
and  power  to  make  the  laws  for  others  to  abide  by.  •  I  have  always  been  a  law-abiding 
man.  I  have  never  had  a  row,  fuss,  or  dispute,  or  fight  with  a  man  in  my  life.  I  have 
lived  in  Hale  County  about  twenty-five  or  six  years.  I  now  live  iii  Greene  County,  as 
the  counties  are  divided.  I  have  always  lived  in  peace  and  harmony  with  all  man- 
kind. That  has  been  my  prayer  to  God  ever  since  I  have  been  a  grown  man,  and  ever 
since  I  was  a  boy.  I  owe  no  man  no  ill-will.  I  never  injured  a  man,  intentionally  or 
personally,  with  a  view  of  injuring  him.  I  voted  the  republican  ticket  since  1868,  and 
the  feelings  of  the  country  has  been  so  bitter  against  a  thing  of  that  kind  tliat  I  have 
been  annoyed  and  harassed  one  way  and  another,  and  sometimes  regretted  that  I  had 
ever  anything  to  do  with  it,  or  voted  at  all.  I  am  truly  sorry  that  I  ever  voted  at  all  or 
had  anything  to  do  with  it. 

QuesVwn.  Why  did  your  neighbors  complain  of  you  for  voting  the  republican  ticket ; 
what  reasons  do  they  give  ? 

Answer.  Because  they  thought  it  was  the  destruction  of  the  country.  They  object 
to  what  is  called  the  radical  party  in  this  country. 

Question.  Did  you  receive  any  persecution  at  their  hands  while  you  continued  to  vote 
the  radical  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Not  particularly,  sir,  further  than  being  ostracised  entirely.  Well,  they  paid 
very  little  attention  to  me  any  way ;  they  shunned  me  ;  didn't  want  anything  to  do 
with  me,  or  say  to  me.  I  was  visited  by  several  of  my  friends;  they  called  me  '^on  the 
fence,"  and  wanted  me  to  go  with  the  democratic  party.  They  knew  I  didn't  want  all 
my  friends  to  forsake  me,  and  if  I  went  with  the  republican  party  they  would  forsake 
me.  I  had  one  friend  in  particular,  who  is  now  dead.  Dr.  Hunter,  visited  me  a  whole 
day  on  this  subject.  He  expressed  his  feelings  to  me,  and  me  to  him.  He  told  me  I 
was  no  radical,  and  that  he  would  report  the  facts  to  the  country  that!  was  misrepre- 
sented. I  told  him  not  to  do  it ;  I  told  him  a  man  cKdh't  know  hiipself?  he  only 
acted  in  obedience  to  the  circumstances  with  wMeh  he  was  surroun^ecl;  having  a 
belief  one  way,  and  the  circumstances  surrounding  him  would  lead  him  to  do  things. 
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he  otherwise  didn't  want  to  do,  or  intend  to  do.  They  talked  it  over  the  country,  that 
I  was  this  and  that  and  the  other,  and  taking  sides  with  Hay4  and  the  republican 
party,  and  they  dropped  me  in  toto,  and  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  me.  The 
thing  has  continued  along  that  w  ay  heavily,  and  it  has  been  a  heavy  drag  with  that 
hanging  over  me  from  that  day  to  this.  Well,  when  I  was  appointed  route  agent  here, 
I,  knowing  the  feelings  that  existed  in  the  country,  and  what  had  been  termed  out- 
rages here — I  was  upon  the  cars  last  fall  some  time  the  first  of  November,  when  a  man 
^vas  killed,  a  colored  man,  who  was  running  on  the  Selma  and  Meridian  road  as  route 
agent. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  his  name ;  I  have  heard  it. 

Question.  Was  it  Frank  Diggs  ? 

Answer.  I  really  don't  know  whether  it  was  or  not.  I  was  on  the  cars  wh«n  he  was 
killed,  and  the  man  said  to  have  killed  him  ran  off  up  the  hill.  It  was  late,  getting 
pretty  heavy  dusk,  and  then,  knowing  the  feelings  that  existed  around  generally,  and 
that  they  w^ere  so  much  opposed  to  that  party  when  I  got  the  appointment,  I  went  to 
two  very  prominent  gentlemen,  that  is,  the  firm  in  Eutaw 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  is  the  name? 

Answer.  Morgan  &  Jolly,  lawyers  there. 

Question.  Prominent  democratic  lawyers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  men  I  have  known  for  some  time.  I  lived  three  years  there  with 
Mr.  Morgan's  uncle.  He  knew  me,  and  I  knew  him.  Colonel  Jolly  was  a  practicing 
lawyer  and  partner  of  Dr.  Alexander's  son-in-law,  Dr.  Herndon,  of  Mobile.  I  have  al- 
ways looked  upon  them  as  high-minded  gentlemen,  honest,  straightforward,  upright 
men.  I  don't  know  that  they  had  anything  in  the  world  against  me.  I  went  to  them 
believing  that  whatever  they  said  to  me  I  could  rely  upon,  and  I  thought  if  they  per- 
suaded me  not  to  take  the  position  on  the  railroad,  I  wouldn't  do  it,  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  if  they  advised  me  to  do  it,  I  intended  to  do  it  at  all  hazards.  Mr.  Jolly 
didn't  advise  me  at  all,  but  was  present,  and  Mr.  Morgan  did.  He  told  me  if  he  was 
in  my  place  he  would  take  it  and  run  it ;  that  it  mout  be  a  stepping-stone  to  a  better 
position.  I  was  owing  a  little  money  at  the  time,  and  didn't  have  the  money  to  pay 
them,  and  they  had  been  my  lawyers.  I  never  had  but  precious  little  to  do  with  law 
in  ray  life,  but  when  I  had  anything  to  do  I  called  on  this  firm,  and  they  had  some 
business  of  mine  in  hand,  so  I  applied  to  them.  He  told  me  to  do  it.  From  there  I 
went  over  and  was  qualified,  and  took  the  position,  and  I  made,  I  think,  about  four 
trips.  The  first  night  I  went  down  I  was  told  upon  the  cars  that  the  peojile,  the  citi- 
zens of  Livingston,  didn't  intend  I  should  run  it,  by  a  young  man  named  Long,  who 
was  a  sub-route-agent  on  the  Selma  and  Meridian  road.  I  asked  his  reasons,  or  cause, 
what  was  stated  to  him  why  I  should  not  run  the  road,  what  objection,  did  the  citizens 
of  Livingston  know  more  about  me  than  the  citizens  of  Eutaw,  who  had  known  me 
and  saw  me  from  one  to  three  or  four  times  a  week,  and  they  advised  me  to  do  it ;  why 
should  the  people  of  Livingston,  that  didn't  know  so  much  about  me,  say  I  should  not. 
He  said  it  was  stated  to  him  because  me  and  Hays  were  two  of  the  meanest  men  in 
the  world,  and  ate  with  the  negroes.  I  thought  that  very  strange.  After  getting  to 
Meridian  that  night  I  met  with  an  old  acquaintance  of  mine,  I  have  known  him  for 
fifteen  or  eighteen  years,  named  Harris,  a  prominent  young  lawyer  of  Livingston.  I 
used  to  live  with  his  aunt  when  he  was  nothing  but  a  boy,  full-grown,  perhaps,  but 
nothing  but  a  boy  of  sixteen  or  seventeen,  but  looked  like  he  was  fully  grown.  He  is 
a  very  tall  man,  and  was  a  tall  boy  then.  Says  I,  "  Friend  Harris,  I  am  proud  to  meet 
with  you, "  because  he  was  a  Mason,  and  I  claimed  to  be  one ;  says  I,  "  Friend  Harris, 
I  am  proud  to  meet  with  you  ;  I  have  heard  to-night  a  circumstance  that  1  wish  to 
relate  to  you,  and  want  you,  as  an  honest  man,  to  tell  me  why  such  and  such  things 
are  so;  why  is  it  the  people  of  Livingston  has  so  much  against  me?"  He  says,  ''I 
don't  know  as  they  have  anything  against  you."  I  says,  "  I  am  informed  to-night  that 
they  are  determined  I  shall  not  run  this  road  ;  why  is  this  ?"  He  said  he  didn't  know. 
•'  Now, "  says  he,  "  I  don't  think  that  is  the  case,"  says  he ;  "  but  if  it  is,  I  have  been 
off  from  home  a  few  days, "  says  he,  '^  and  when  I  get  back  home  I  can  find  this  out, 
and, "  says  he,  ''I  can  let  you  know,"  and  says  he,  *'  if  I  can  put  a  stop  to  this  thing, 
which  I  think  I  can,  I  will  come  down  and  notify  you  myself,  on  the  cars." 

Question.  Was  he  a  democrat  ? 

Ansiver.  He  is  a  democrat.  He  run  against  Hays  for  Congress.  He  is  a  high-minded, 
high-toned  gentleman,  a  man  I  have  always  liked  exceedingly  well.  Well,"l  think,  if 
I  mistake  not,  he  told  me  I  could  correspond  with  him  upon  this  subject,  if  I  mistake 
not,  and  I  don't  think  I  am  mistaken ;  I  goes  back  up  and  down  a  trip  or  two,  and  one 
night — they  paid  very  little  attention  to  me  now — at  that  precinct,  Livingston,  the 
postmaster  would  always  come  out  and  ask  for  bags,  exchange  bags,  ^c,  but  ar  other 
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places  they  didn't  notice  me  at  all.  The  thing  was  so  nncomfortablej  so  disagreeable 
in  all  shapes  and  forms  and  measures — I  had  given  no  cause,  I  didn^t  know  why  they 
treated  me  in  this  form — that  I  grew  very  sick  and  tired  of  the  business ;  four  days  and 
nights  being  on  the  road,  no  place  to  stop  convenient  or  lay  down  and  sleep,  I  became 
sick,  was  exceedingly  sick.  The  last  night  going  down  past  Livingston  they  stopped 
there ;  something  was  ailing  the  box-car ;  that  was  the  last  night  I  went  down,  and 
when  we  were  at  Livingston  there  were  some  four  or  six  young  men  apparently  come 
up,  right  in  front  of  the  car,  which  stands  beside  the  platform.  When  I  noticed  them  I 
thought  they  were  a  band  of  music ;  that  occurred  to  my  mind  that  they  belonged  to 
a  band  of  music.  They  had  on  caps  or  hats,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  and  in  front  some- 
thing like  a  white  paper,  I  suppose  as  wide  as  my  two  fingers,  and  may  be  four  or  five 
inches  long.  That  attracted  my  attention,  or  called  it  to  believe  that  they  belonged  to 
a  band  of  music.  They  remarked,  "This  is  a  gentleman's  car,  I  suppose;  there  are 
two  " 

Question.  They  said  that  to  you  ? 

Answer.  If  they  directed  their  conversation  to  me,  I  didn't  know  it.  The  only  way 
I  knew  they  were  talking  to  me  or  at  me  was  they  would  speak  something  in  regard 
to  the  messenger.  As  I  was  termed  mail-route  messenger,  I  understood  it.  They  said, 
'^  This  is  the  gentleman's  car,  I  suppose ;  only  two  men  are  allowed  to  ride  in  them." 
One  of  them  said,  "  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  somebody  died  in  that  car  to-night," 
and  went  on  to  make  remarks  that  I  am  unable  to  repeat.  Now  I  thought,  relying 
upon  what  my  friend  Harris  had  told  me — because  I  have  always  been  friendly  to  him 
and  like  him,  whether  he  does  me  or  not  I  don't  know — depending  upon  what  he  told 
me,  I  paid  as  little  attention  to  them  as  I  possibly  could.  It  was  an  open  box-car ;  I 
stepped  to  the  other  door.  I  just  leaned  against  it,  and  they  were  in  front  of  the  door 
behind  on  the  platform.  I  was  noticing  what  they  were  doing  at  this  box  on  the  car, 
but  particularly  paying  attention  to  what  they  were  saying ;  they  would  speak  of  the 
messenger  occasionally,  and  wanted  to  know  whether  he  was  pretty  spunky,  and 
would  stand  to  a  fellow  pretty  close.  The  thing  passed  off  for  some  time,  and  he  re- 
marked that  they  thought  they  would  come  down  that  night,  speaking  to  some  person, 
I  don't  know  who,  that  must  have  had  business  in  that  crowd  or  that  particular  lot,  it 
might  have  been  to  the  conductor  for  what  I  know  ;  then  they  remarked  they  thought 
they  would  go  down  Saturday  night,  and  speaking  something  in  regard  to  m"e,  I  could 
not  hear  it,  but  the  remark  was,  "  I  will  carry  a  rope  for  him."  Previous  to  this  time, 
when  I  got  sick — allow  me  to  correct  myself,  I  am  a  little  too  fast — no ;  it  was  after 
that  I  had  got  sick,  and  —  but  I  had  looked  to  Mr.  Harris,  my  friend,  as  I  under- 
stood him,  as  saying  I  could  correspond  with  him.  I  wrote  to  him  in  regard  to  this 
matter,  and  he  failed  to  answer  me.  Well,  I  lay  sick  for  several  days,x  and  went  up  to 
Eutaw,  to  either  resign  or  to  take  charge  of  the  car  again.  I  goes  to  Mr.  Morgan  and 
mentioned  it  to  him.  Says  he.  "  I  am  glad  you  have  mentioned  this  subject  to  me." 
He  says,  "  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  you  could  run  the  car  here  forever,  or  perhaps  these 
people."  "  But,"  says  he,  ''  I  have  been  off  from  home."  I  am  not  certain  of  that  ex- 
pression, but  was  pretty  certain  he  had  been  off  from  home.  I  know  he  had.  He  said, 
*'  I  know  you  are  obnoxious  below." 

Question.  Referring  to  Livingston  and  Meridian  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  so.  Says  he,  "I  wouldn't  have  anything  more  to  do  with  it.  I 
wouldn't  go  on  it  again,  not  that  I  ever  saw  a  Ku-Klux  in  my  life,"  he  says,  '^  or  know 
one ;  but,"  he  says,  "  you  know  they  killed  this  man  "  (that  I  spoke  of  a  little  while  ago.) 
^'  If  they  killed  him  they  might  kill  you.  Your  life  is  as  dear  to  you  as  anybody  else's, 
and  I  wouldn't  see  you  hurt."  "  Now,"  he  says,  *^  if  this  is  worth  anything,  act  upon  it ; 
if  not,  why  then  pursue  your  own  course." 

Question.  What  course  did  you  take  after  you  received  that  advice  from  Mr.  Morgan  ? 

Answer.  I  went  round  and  talked  with  two  or  three  gentleman  up  therethat  usetl  to 
be  particular  friends  of  mine,  as  I  think.  I  talked  with  Dr.  Webb  and  Mr.  Dunlap, 
and  Mr.  Dunlap  told  me  that  I  ought  to  go  around  and  talk  with  such  men  as  I  could 
approach,  and  give  them  ray  views  in  regard  to  this,  and  Mr.  Webb  advised  me  to 
come  out  in  a  card,  quitting  the  republican  party,  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
I  think  they  wrote  three  notes  before  I  agreed  to  it,  that  is,  to  sign  one.  Mr.  Dunlap 
told  me  they  were  a  charitable  people,  a  forgiving  people,  and  they  would  freely  for- 
give me. 

Question.  If  you  would  renounce  radicalism  ? 

Answer.  Renounce  it ;  and  after  I  signed  this  note,  this  card.  Dr.  Webb  called  with  me 
over  into  the  office,  and  we  deposited  it  there  for  publication,  and  the  next  week — it 
was  too  late  that  week,  perhaps  it  was  the  following  week,  they  couldn't  get  it  in  that 
week — the  following  week  they  put  it  in.  The  editor  stated:  ''  We  gave  a  black  re- 
cantation of  radicalism  last  week  ;  this  week  a  white  one  ;  but  we  fear  that  radicalism 
«s  a  disease,  and  unless  the  blood  is  all  let  out,  the  disease  will  remain  therein." 

Question.  That  was  the  editorial  which  accompanied  the  publication  of  your  card  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  That  radicalism  -was  a  disease,  and  the  only  cure  for  it  to  let  the  blood 
out  ? 

Answer .  That  was  the  substance. 

Question.  Was  that  a  democratic  paper  that  published  this  ? 

Answer.  It  is  for  a  fact.  From  that  time  up  to  this  I  have  had  nothing  to  say  nor 
do  with  anybody. 

Question.  How  did  the  whites  treat  you  after  the  publication  of  your  card  ;  did  they 
show  any  more  friendship  for  you  ? 

Answer.  If  they  have  sir,  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  it ;  that  turned  me  down 
so  completely  that  I  concluded  I  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  or  say  with  anybody 
on  any  subjecr,  and  the  least  I  know  the  better  oft';  the  least  I  said  about  that,  so  much 
the  better.  I  have  no  animosity  against  any  man  in  the  world.  I  don't  want  to  do 
any  man  any  harm  or  have  any  ill-will  toward  him  under  any  circumstances. 

Question.  Are  you  a  seeker  after  office  ? 

Ansiver.  I  never  sought  any  office  in  my  life. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  always  been  a  farmer.    I  was  farmer  and  overseer. 

Question.  Did  you  own  any  land  of  your  own? 

Answer.  I  owned  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land;  that  is,  a  lifetime  interest 
in  it. 

Question.  Do  you  cultivate  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  colored  man  named  Ben  Lenon  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  his  coming  out  in  a  card  and  renouncing  his  affiliation 
with  the  republican  party  ? 

Answer.  1  x)resume  that  is  the  card  that  came  out  previous  to  mine,  the  week  before. 

Question.  Is  it  the  same  card  to  which  this  editor  referred  ? 

Ansiver.  I  understand  it  is  such. 

Question.  W^hat  were  the  facts  of  his  case,  so  far  as  you  know  ;  what  do  you  know  of 
the  Ku-Klux  taking  him  out  of  jail  to  hang  him  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  don't  know  anything  about  the  Ku-Klux  taking  him  out  of  jail 
and  hanging  him.  I  have  heard  him  stale  frequently,  that  is,  several  times,  he  was 
accused,  him  and  others  were  accused,  of  poisoning  a  woman  up  there,  who  died  :  a 
Mrs.  Cross,  I  think.  In  the  trial,  when  they  were  taken  and  carried  up  there,  on  the 
way  they  wer§  detained,  I  think  he  told  me,  at  Mr.  Cross's  a  considerable  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Cross  was  i)oisone£l  ? 

Answer.  Mrs.  Cross  were.  They  were  detained  some  time  at  Mr.  Cross,  the  husband,  a 
white  person. 

Question.  And  Lemon  was  arrested  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  before  they  reached  Eutaw,'  after  leaving  there,  he  says  he 
met  a  company  of  men  in  disguise :  they  halted  them„  and  asked  whose  command. 
The  sheriff  told  them,  the  sheriff  of  Greene  County ;  they  asked  what  he  had ;  he  said 
prisoners ;  they  asked  what  the  prisoners  were  charged  with ;  he  said  murder. 

Question.  What  followed  ? 

Answer.  He  said  they  took  a  woman,  and  a  man  took  charge  of  them  and  carried 
them  off'.  The  man  made  his  escape  and  got  away ;  the  woman,  they  put  a  rope 
around  her  head,  as  I  believe,  a  cast  band,  and  perhaps  wound  a  stick,  as  well  as  I  un- 
derstood, in  that  rope,  around  her  head  here,  and  I  don't  know  whether  she  got  aWay 
or  what.    No,  I  think  they  carried  her  on  and  put  her  in  jail.    I  am  satisfied  they  did. 

Question.  These  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  the  sheriff's  crowd.  The  other  man  got  away ;  they  put  them  all  in 
jail.    That  is  as  lar  as  I  know  anything  concerning  that. 

Question.  Is  that  all  Ben  Lemon  told  you  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  in  regard  to  that  matter. 

Question.  What  did  Lemon  tell  you  the  disguised  men  did  after  they  halted  the 
sherilFs  party,  and  made  these  inquiries  relating  to  the  prisoners  ? 

Ansiver.  They  took  off'  this  man  and  woman. 

Question.  It  was  the  disguised  men  took  off  the  man  and  woman? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  numerous  were  they  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  said  they  were  ten  or  twelve. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  they  were  disguised  after  the  manner  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Was  either  the  man  or  woman  murdered? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Lemon  was  taken  on  then,  and  put  in  jail  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  What  occurred  after  he  was  put  in  jail ;  was  he  ever  brought  to  trial  or 
cliacharged  ? 

Answer.  He  was  fetched  for  trial,  a  day  appointed  for  trial,  and  I  was  summoned  and 
my  wife  before  the  court;  and  the  prosecuting  party,  who  was  Mr.  Morgan,  I  think, 
came  out,  and  said  that  he  couldn^t  find  or  didn't  find  sufficient  evidence  to  make  a  case 
out  of,  and  dismissed  it,  and  everybody  went  home. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  visit  he  ever  received  or  knew  anything  about  from  the 
Ku-Klux,  isit? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  a  man  named  Clark  receiving  a  Ku-Klux  notice  to 
leave  ? 

Answer.  Well,  now,  sir,  I  heard  that  he  received  a  notice  to  leave  here  in  so  many 
days ;  I  think  I  read  it ;  I  think  he  showed  it  to  me. 

Question.  You  think  you  read  the  notice  ? 

Ansioer.  I  think  I  did. 

Question.  Can  you  repeat  how  it  read  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  repeat  how  it  read  now,  only  I  think  he  was  to  leave 
against  the  15th ;  I  think  that  was  within  a  few  days. 

Question.  What  year  was  that  ? 

Answer.  Eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-one. 

Question.  What  was  his  ofi^'ense ;  what  had  the  Ku-Klux  against  him? 

Ansiver.  I  am  unable  to  say  what  they  had  against  him  ,•  he  came  from  Washington 
down  here  as  a  physician.  I  learned  afterward  that  he  was  known  as  a  democrat  in 
Washington,  and  had  been  turned  out  of  the  Department  simply  because  he  was  a 
democrat ;  but  he  was  recognized  down  here  as  a  radical  or  abolitionist.  I  think  he 
was  reported  as  an  abolitionist. 

Question.  Did  he  suppose  then  that  he  vras  warned  to  leave  because  of  his  radicalism  ? 

Answer.  Not  of  his  cause  ;  he  didn't  claim  that;  but  because  they  accused  him  of  it. 

Question.  Did  he  leave  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  didn't  wait  for  his  books  or  medicines;  he  just  took  it  dry  so, 
and  that  without  any  money  whatsoever. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  cases  of  parties  receiving  Ku-Klux  notices  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  can  call  to  memory :  yes,  I  have  heard  that  Smith  did,  Arthur 
Smith  ;  he  was  superintendent  of  education.     I  heard  him  say  he  had  got  one. 

Question.  Was  he  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  He  was,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  leave  or  stand  his  ground  ? 

Ansive7\  He  stood  his  ground  for  a  short  time  until  after  the  day  happened  that  they 
had  set  for  him  to  leave  on ;  he  said  he  staid  to  see  what  happened  that  day,  but  not  a 
great  while  longer. 

Question.  Were  any  demonstrations  made  against  him  that  induced  him  to  leave  sud- 
denly ? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  leave  because  of  his  belief  that  he  was  in  danger  if  he  remained  ? 

Anstver.  I  presume  he  did.    I  don't  know  that  to  be  the  fact,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  of  any  negroes  being  whipped  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  of  it,  sir;  I  don't  know  it  personally  to  be  facts ;  I  didn't  see 
them  afterward. 

Question.  What  cases  have  you  heard  of? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  divers.  I  heard  of  one  down  on  Major  Hay's  land  ;  Choc- 
taw Joe  they  call  him ;  he  was  pretty  severely  Avhipped  down  there  some  time  last 
spring. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  other  instances  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  heard  of  a  great  many,  sir ;  but  believing  that  the  least  a  man 
knowed  the  better  it  was  for  him,  I  read  no  papers  to  be  harassed  and  annoyed  in 
that  way ;  have  not  read  the  papers  for  some  time,  and  hardly  ever  pay  any  attention 
to  anything  talked  to  me  about  negroes  being  whipped  or  abused,  or  anything  of  the 
kind.    I  have  heard  of  it  being  done  on  Colonel  Dew's  place ;  it  used  to  be  his  place. 

Question.  Do  you  think  a  radical  or  rexDublican  would  be  safe  in  that  part  of  the 
country  in  openly  advocating  his  sentiments,  and  endeavoring  to  promote  the  success 
of  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Ansiver,  I  don't  think  he  would,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Can  you  give  us  more  minutely  the  particulars  in  regard  to  the  killing  of 
Diggs,  that  route  agent  ?    Where  was  he  killed  ? 
Answer.  He  was  killed  near  the  line  of  Mississippi. 
Question.  At  a  wood-pile  station  there  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  You  were  on  the  cars  at  the  time  ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  was  this  agent  at  the  time  he  was  killed? 

Answe}\  He  was  in  his  box,  I  presume,  sir.    I  didn^t  see  him,  but  I  heard  him  there. 

Question,  He  was  shot,  was  he  ? 

Answer.  Shot,  I  think ;  I  understood  there  was  fourteen  or  sixteen  buckshot  put  into 
his  breast. 

Question'  Did  you  understand  that  the  man  that  shot  him  was  a  disguised  man  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  him  as  he  ran  off  up  the  hill ;  it  was  too  late  for  me  to  really  see 
whether  he  was  disguised  or  not ',  he  looked  to  me  like  he  was  disguised,  and  they  said 
he  was. 

Questiofi.  Did  you  see  his  gun  as  he  ran  off  ? 

An8wet\  No,  sir,  he  appeared  to  go  stooped.  At  the  time  he  was  running,  I  had  heard 
the  report  of  the  gnu,  but  I  didn't  know ;  I  thought  some  one  had  fired  a  gun  off  on 
the  cars.  I  thought  he  was  trying  to  catch  something  on  the  ground — some  one  from 
the  cars,  trying  to  catch  a  chicken  or  something  that  got  lost ;  he  appeared  lo  be  grab-' 
hing,  and  running,  and  catching,  and  holloing  one  or  two  keen  holloes  after  he  got  off 
from  the  cars. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  others  above  in  the  woods,  or  hear  them  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  that  I  did.  This  was  a  long  train,  and  I  w^as  in  front,  and 
I  never  got  up  out  of  the  car  I  was  in ;  directly  the  report  came  back  that  the  route 
agent  was  killed,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  about  there. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  dead  body  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did  not,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  in  your  testimony  of  going  to  see  Messrs.  Jolly  &  Morgan  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  At  this  time  I  will  ask  when  this  route  agent  was  murdered? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  on  the  1st  of  November,  1870. 

Question.  Have  you,  ever  heard  that  any  one  was  arrested  and  punished  for  his  mur- 
der? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  not  thai  I  recollect  of. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  any  attempt  was  made  to  find  out  who  murdered 
him? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  recollect. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  what  the  cause  of  his  murder  was,  beyond  the  fact 
that  he  was  a  republican  and  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  ? 

Answer.  I  think,  sir,  the  grand  objections  were  that  he  was  a  colored  man  ;  that  is 
my  opinion ;  not  that  I  can  say  within  myself  that  I  have  ever  heard  any  one  exx)ress 
t?hemselves  In  that  way,  but  that  is  the  impression  I  am  under. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  know  a  man  named  Sheffield,  who  taught  school  in  your  place,  or 
near  there — a  colored  school  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  school  broken  up  or  discontinued  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  discontinued. 

Question.  For  what  cause  ?    State  what  you  know  about  it. 

Ansiver.  The  cause  of  it  bein^s^  discontinued  I  couldn't  state  clearly  within  my  own 
knowledge  of  the  facts,  but  the  previous  facts  to  that  I  have  a  pretty  good  knowledge 
Of;  the  people  objected  to  it,  I  objected  to  it  myself,  simply  because  my  wife  had  been 
ostracised  in  the  manner  in  which  she  had,  nobody  visiting  her  or  asking  her  to  visit 
them ;  and  she  said  folks  were  down  on  me,  and  they  would  be  down  on  her,  because 
he  was  teaching  on  the  place  on  which  I  lived  ;  that  they  would  be  down  on  her,  and 
she  didn't  want  such  a  thing,  and  she  wouldn't  submit  to  it,  if  she  could  help  herself;; 
and  he  moved  from  there  to  Major  Hayes's,  to  what  is  called  Hayes's  Mound.  I  know 
the  folks  were  down  on  him  considerably  in  the  country,  for  teaching  a  black  school. 
He  was  threatened  to  be  slashed  several  times,  that  I  heard  of. 

Question.  Are  the  people  in  that  county  opposed  to  the  education  of  the  colored  chil-- 
dren? 

Answer.  Some  is,  I  reckon,  and  others  isn't.  I  have  heard  several  men  say  they  were- 
not  opposed  to  it.  I  heard  Squire  Morgan  say  he  wasn't  opposed  ;  if  we  have  got  them 
among  us,  it  is  essential  to  have  them  educated.  I  have  heard  others  say  it.  I  know 
as  a  general  thing  men  is  opposed  to  a  man  that  will  teach  them,  unless — mark  you — 
it  is  taught  by  a  man  that  we  are  acquainted  with,  and  know  his  principles,  and  about' 
what  he  will  instruct  them  ;  a  man  outside  of  them,  that  we  don't  know  how  he  is  go- 
ing to  instruct — I  think  they  are  opposed  to  that,  though. 

^Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  teacher,  Sheffield,  had  any  conversation  with 
the  county  superintendent  about  his  school  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  from  his  statement,  I  do. 
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Question.  State  that  conversation. 

Ansiver.  He  told  me  he  didn't  participate  in  politics ;  that  he  had  never  voted  in 
his  life ;  had  nothing  to  do  with  politics ;  didn't  meddle  with  politics ;  he  was  too 
young  ;  that  he  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  had  been  fetched  down  on  this  Alabama 
and  Chattanooga  Railroad  to  work,  and  he  had  been  discontinued }  they  failed  to  pay 
him  ;*  he  was  without  clothes,  away  from  home,  without  home,  and  destitute.  He 
stopped  on  the  place  that  I  lived  on,  and  took  shelter  with  a  negro  ;  and  the  negroes 
advised  him  to  go  to  teaching  school ;  that  got  him  into  the  school.  I  told  hiin  repeat- 
edly he  had  better  quit. 

Question.  Why  ? 

Anstver.  Because  I  know  the  folks  were  opposed  to  it.  He  told  me  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, having  nothing  to  do  with  politics,  that  he  had  told  the  superintendent, 
who  was  Mr.  McCrackeu — 

Question.  A  democratic  superintendent  ? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir.  He  asked  his  opinion ;  he  told  him  he  was  of  the  democratic 
party,  and  employed  by  the  democratic  party,  and  if  he  meddled  nothing  with  politics 
that  he  would  not  be  molested.    So  he  stated  to  me,  and  he  acted  upon  it. 

Question.  Still  he  did  abandon  his  school  there  and  move  away  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  .don't  know  positive  whether  it  was  because  he  couldn't  get  em- 
ployment longer.  I  rather  think  Mr.  McCracken  told  him  he  had  better  get  board 
with  some  white  man,  and  he  tried  to  get  board  with  a  Avhite  man,  and  he  couldn't  do 
it ;  and  he  said  if  he  couldn't  do  it,  he  intended  to  quit.  Whether  he  did  quit  for  that 
cause,  or  because  there  was  not  funds  fco  run  him  another  session,  I  am  unable  to  say. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  school  being  discontinued  in  that  county,  or 
broken  up  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  several,  but  only  from  hearsay. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  that  any  school-houses  were  burned  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  that,  too. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Don't  you  know  that  there  is  a  negro  school  taught  now,  and  has  been  all 
along,  in  Eutaw,  with  sixty  or  seventy  scholars  ? 

Anstver.  I  have  heard  there  were,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  live  in  Eutaw  ? 

Anstver.  I  lived  three  years  in  three  miles  of  it,  before  the  war. 

Question.  Nobody  threatened  you  when  you  were  on  that  road  ? 

Anstver.  Nobody  threatened  me,  as  I  know  of,  only  what  I  have  stated. 

Question.  You  heard  people  talking  ? 

Anstver.  I  heard  them  talking  a  good  deal. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  men  ? 

Anstver.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  their  conversation  was  directed  to  you  ? 

Anstver.  Only,  as  I  stated,  when  they  would  call  the  name  of  messenger.  .  I  presume 
it  was  directed  to  me,  from  the  fact  they  said  the  messenger,  and  they  led  off  by  saying 
this  is  a  gentleman's  car,  and  onlyjwo  men  are  x)ermitted  to  ride  in  it.  That  is  the 
only  reason  I  have  to  presume  their  conversation  was  directed  to  me. 

Question.  Don't  you  think  you  were  unnecessarily  sensitive  on  that  occasion  1 

Anstver.  I  do  not.     What  do  you  mean  by  ''  unnecessarily  ?  " 

Question.  Unnecessarily  alarmed.    There  was  no  demonstration  made  to  injure  you. 

Ansiver.  No  demonstration,  but,  all  things  combined  together,  there  was  the  cause. 
The  first  night  I  went  down  I  was  informed  by  a  young  man  I  never  saw  before  nor 
heard  of,  named  Long,  that  he  had  been  told  that  the  people  of  LiviDgston,  as  I  told 
Harris,  said  I  should  not  run.  How  did  the  people  of  Livingston  know  I  was  going 
to  run  or  had  any  idea  of  running  ?  He  said  he  didn't  know  it.  Harris  told  me  he 
didn't  know  it.  Shouldn't  you  draw  the  conclusion  from  that  that  the  people  of  Liv- 
ington 

Question.  The  fact  is,  you  had  just  qualified,  and  it  was  not  by  any  means  such  a  circum- 
stance as  would  become  known  at  once  to  the  i)eople  of  Livingston.  Was  not  this  man 
Long  was  talking  for  the  purpose  of  alarming  yon,  and  not  telling  the  truth  ?  How 
could  behave  known  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  Livingston  ?  How  could  they 
have  learned  you  were  in  that  place  ? 

Answer.  The  only  way  I  can  account  for  that,  or  perceive  anything  that  would  lead 
to  that,  were  that  the  agents  had  saw  my  papers  come  in. 

Question.  Did  +he  agents  make  it  known  to  all  the  people  of  Livingston  that  your 
papers  had  com(;  in  ? 

Anstver.  I  can't  tell  about  that,  but  they  couldn't  possibly  have  found  it  out  in  any 
other  way.  The  paper  came  in,  "  T,  C.  Hawkins,  route  agent,"  and  that  is  the  only  way 
1  cSn  account  for  it. 

Question.  How  many  people  of  Livingston  do  you  think  saw  that  commission  ? 

Ansiver.  1  don't  know  that  any  man  that  ever  lived  in  Liviogston  saw  it,  but  they 
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must  have  known  it,  or  they  couldn't  have  said  anything  about  it.    Somebody  must 
have  known. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  they  did  say  anything  about  it  ? 

Ansicer,  I  only  know  it  through  what  occurred  afterward,  and  what  I  was  informed  o£ 

Question.  By  Long  telling  you  ? 

Answer.  By  Long  telling  me  this,  and  what  occurred  afterward. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  most  reasonable  presumption  in  regard  to  that  matter,  that  the 
people  of  Livingston  actually  knew  nothing  about  it,  and  that  Mr.  Long,  or  whoever 
made  the  remark,  undertook  to  alarm  you  about  this  thing,  without  having  any  justi- 
lication  whatever  for  what  he  said  ? 

Ansiver.  I  tried  Mr.  Long  on  that ;  I  tried  him  somcAvhat,  I  think,  from  the  fact  that 
I  suspected  maybe  he  might  do  something  of  that  character,  as  his  term  was  going  to 
expire,  and  he  was  only  a  sub-route  agent ;  his  term  was  going  to  expire  as  soon  as  the 
general-route  agent  returned  from  a  trip  somewhere,  being  sick.  I  asked  him  w^ho  in- 
structed him  to  this  effect.  He  told  me  that ;  he  told  me  a  name;  I  think  his  name  is 
T.  K.  Goodloe.  The  time  I  run  up  and  down  the  route  four  or  five  days  as  mail-route 
messenger,  Goodloe  was  on  this  car.  Goodloe  had  a  provocation  at  a  place  over  in 
the  edge  of  Mississippi.  He  asked  a  negro,  which  he  had  met  and  taken,  who  was  on 
the  car,  who  I  am  well  acquainted  with,  to  come  to  the  door ;  that  is  the  same  night 
we  left  Livingston ;  to  see  where  these  Ku-Klux  were ;  that  he  thought  they  were 
numerous  out  there ;  and  he  went,  on  with  several  remarks  regarding  this  Kfl-Klux 
([uestion ;  that  led  me  to  believe  they  had  been  accessory,  and  the  statement  was  given 
by  young  Long  to  me,  that  led  me  to  believe  this.   I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I  think  not. 

Question.  Don't  you  think  that  Long  wanted  to  frighten  you  off,  so  as  to  retain  his 
place  ? 

Answer.  I  thought  such  a  thing  was  possible,  but  from  what  occurred  with  the  man 
that  he  said  stated  these  facts  to  him,  it  led  me  to  think  he  had  told  it,  and  I  believe 
he  did  tell  it ;  his  conduct  proved  it. 

Question.  Goodloe  did  not  live  in  Livingston? 

Ansiver.    No,  sir ;  in  Meridian,  I  think. 

Question.  Then  he  didn't  know  what  the  people  of  Livingston  thought  about  this 
matter  ? 

Answer.  He  was  acquainted  intimately,  I  think,  all  the  way  on  the  road,  as  far  as  it 
extended.  I  think  it  went  only  a  short  distance  above  Eutaw  at  the  time ;  but  I  have 
heard  him  speak  frequently.  Now  a  little  circumstance  attracted  my  attention.  You 
will  recollect  a  man  named  Coleman  run  off  from  that  Selma  and  Meridian  road ;  and 
this  man  Goodloe,  I  have  heard  him  say  myself,  speaking  of  these  Ku-Klux  to  me  to 
frighten  me — I  knew  his  object — said  that  there  was  a  gentleman  came  in  there  one 
night,  or  a  man  fixed  up,  and  he  was  sitting  sort  o'  in  a  doze,  and  he  pulled  out,  this 
long  critter  pulled  out  his  pistols  and  cracked  him  on  the  head;  and  he  said,  >' I 
looked  up  at  him  and  said,  '  You  danmed  son  of  a  bitch,  you  had  better  not  crack  me 
over  the  head ;'  and  I  like  to  have  called  his  name,  but  I  wouldn't  have  called  it  for  a 
thousand  dollars,  and  he  went  back  to  the  other  car."  These  things  impressed  me 
that  this  was  so.  That  is  my  notion  of  things,  not  that  I  am  prejudiced  or  owe  any 
man  any  ill-will. 

Question.  I  did  not  suppose  you  did. 

Answer.  I  wouldn't  hurt  a  hair  of  any  man's  head.  I  never  had  a  row,  fuss,  quarrel, 
or  dispute  with  any  man  in  my  life,  or  owe  any  man  any  ill- wall;  and  it  was  a  mys- 
tery to  me  how  men  took  the  idea  I  should  not  do  so  and  so,  and  how  they  found  it 
out  at  a  very  early  day,  before  I  knew  it. 

Question.  They  found  it  out  before  you  did  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir,  they  did. 

Question.  Now,  is  it  not  your  impression  that  the  truth  is  that  they  did  not  know 
anything  about  it  ? 

Ansicer.  They  must  have  known. 

Question.  May  it  not  have  been  just  one  or  two  of  these  men  with  the  sub-route 
agent,  who  were  playing  upon  your  fears  and  apprehensions,  when  they  had  an  in 
terest  to  keep  you  off  the  road,  in  order  that  this  man  might  be  retained  upon  it? 

Answer.  These  are  things  that  developed  themselves  frequently  to  me  during  my 
short  sojourn  upon  that  road.  A  gentleman,  I  don't  remember  his  name  now,  told  me 
he  would  like  mighty  well  to  be  a  route  agent  upon  that  road.  Mr.  Harris  introduced 
me  to  these  men  at  Meridian  or  Livingston,  and  told  them  he  knew  me  for  years ;  that 
I  had  the  appointment,  and  he  would  like  them  to  treat  me  so  and  so — gentlemanly  ; 
that  he  knew  me  personally.  One  of  them  remarked  to  me  he  was  proud  I  was  ap- 
pointed. He  said  divers  of  men,  I  think  near  on  to  hundreds,  had  applied  for  that 
thing,  and  that  led  me  to-believe,  you  know,  that  there  was  a  great  deal  in  this.  Mr. 
Hurris  told  me  also  that  there  w^as  lots  of  men  that  would  do  these  things,  and  Mr. 
Harris  stated  to  me:  '^  I  will  tell  you  one  thing:  I  don't  blame  the  republican  party 
for  appointing  men  that  are  recommended,"  says  he.  "I  know  that  the  democratic 
party  Avould  do  it,  and  I  don't  blame  it.    Now,"  he  says,  "  there  is  lots  of  men  will 
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-want  your  i^osition  and  attack  you,  and  say  this  and  that  and  the  other ;"  and  he  says, 
''  I  will  say  this  to  you  :  if  any  man  molests  you,  or  says  anything  to  you  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  do  you  just  say  to  him,  ^I  owe  no  man  auy  ill-will,  and  I  have  the  appoint- 
ment of  route  agent,  and  I  expect  to  discharge  my  duty  and  run  this  road  at  all 
hazards ;  and,'^  says  he,  ^'  I  wouldn't  say  anything  else." 

Question.  Then  it  may  have  heen  that  all  this  trouhle  was  made  hy  people  who 
wanted  the  place  ? 

Anstve7\  I  have  no  douht  hut  what  such  a  thing  was  possihle.  I  only  state  the  facts, 
what  I  know  is  facts ;  outside  of  that  I  don't  know  any  thing  ahout. 

Question.  You  know  very  well  that  Long  was  interested  in  keeping  that  place  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  wanted  to  keep  his  place  there  ? 

Ansiver.  He  told  me  it  would  expire  as  soon  as  this  man  returned.  I  suppose  he 
would  like  very  much  to  have 

Question.  Retained  it "? 

Afisiver.  Yes,  sir.    He  was  a  very  clever  young  man. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  I  suppose  somehody  wanted  the  place  of  that  route  agent  who  was  killed  ? 
Ansiver.  I  expect  they  did. 

Questiori.  I  suppose  you  thought  you  might  he  served  in  the  same  way  that  he  was  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  will  ask  ahout  the  men  you  know.    You  know  Long  ? 

Ansiver.  I  never  saw  him  hefore  or  since. 

Question.  You  know  he  was  suh-route  agent  at  that  time  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  suhstitute  for  a  young  man  who  was  sick  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  don't  rememher  how  he  came  out  of  the  way. 

Question.  If  you  had  left  the  place  from  any  cause  he  might  have  heen  retained 
longer  ? 

Answer.  He  might  have  got  the  appointment  on  the  Alahama  and  Chattanooga  road, 
hut  that  was  on  the.  Meridian  road. 

Question.  You  think  it  was  likely  that  he  was  desirous  of  retaining  the  ]3lace  ? 

Answer.  I  think  most  any  man  would,  a  young  man  in  particular. 

Question.  It  is  not  at  all  improhahle,  then,  that  he  conjured  up  this  danger  to  you  in 
order  that  he  might  retain  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  it  was  not  at  all  douhtful  that  he  heard  pretty  much  what 
he  stated.  In  the  first  place,  how  did  he  know  my  name  ?  In  the  second  place,  Hays 
here — I  asked  him  the  questions  ''  What  did  the  people  of  Livingston  have  against 
me  ?  Did  they  know  more  ahout  me  than  the  citizens  of  Eutaw  ?"  Says  I,  ^'  The  citl- 
zeiis  of  Eutaw,  the  leading  party,  the  popular  class  of  Eutaw,  the  firm  of  Morgan  & 
Jolly,  or  Jolly  &  Morgan,  have  advised  me  into  this,  and  if  others  advise  against  me, 
I  reckon  I  can  get  as  many  advisers  for  me  as  against  me,  and  we  will  butt  accounts.'' 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  any  of  the  people  of  Livingston 
upon  this  subject  ? 

Ansiver.  Never  in  my  life,  except  Mr.  Harris. 

Question.  Mr.  Ha^rris  was  not  opposed  to  your  holding  the  place  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Harris  is  a  gentleman,  and,  I  think,  a  friend  of  mine ;  at  least  I  am  a 
particular  friend  of  his. 

Question.  Did  not  Harris  tell  you  if  there  was  any  such  sentiment  of  hostility  in  the 
people  of  Livingston  toward  you  he  would  let  you  know  it  ? 

Ansiver.  He  did.    He  told  me  further  that  he  could  stop  it. 

Question.  If  there  was  any  such  thing  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  communicate  to  you  afterward  that  there  was  auy  such  feeling? 

Ansiver.  I  honestly  did  believe  what  he  did  tell  me,  and  when  I  wrote  to  him — 
whether  he  ever  received  the  letter  or  not  I  am  unable  to  say ;  I  regret  that  I  am  not 
able  to  say,  because  if  I  was  confident  he  got  that  letter  {I  believe  he  got  it ;  I  acted 
upon  it) — but  if  I  had  been  certain  that  he  got  that  letter  I  don't  know  that  I  would 
have  resigned ;  but  when  I  didn't  receive  an  answer,  living  only  twenty  miles  from 
him — and  I  had  directed  straight  to  him  ;  and  when  Mr.  Morgan  advised  me  and  told 
me  he  knew  I  was  obnoxious  below,  which  was  down  the  road  in  that  direction — 
these  two  points  together  fetched  up  all  other  things,  and  linked  pretty  well  with  me, 
and  it  does  now,  sir,  and  so  it  ever  will  be. 

Question.  You  know  Mr.  Harris  very  well  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do,  for  a  fact. 

Question.  You  think  he  is  well  disposed  toward  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  say  he  is  a  gentleman,  and  a  gentleman  constitutes  a  heap. 
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Question.  After  he  promised  you  that  he  would  communicate  with  you  if  there  was 
any  danger,  do  you  not  believe  he  kept  his  word? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  and  allow  rae — not  to  change  the  phrase  in  the  least — allow  me  to 
say  to  you  another  thing :  I  went  to  a  gentleman,  who  lives  in  my  neighborhood, 
year  before  last,  to  go  into  partnership  with  him.  He  said,  ^'Not  so."  His  reasons  he 
didn't  give.  But,  sir,  the  other  day  he  came  to  me — since  I  have  come  out  in  a  card 
saying  I  never  intend  to  support  the  republican  party  again — and  says  he :  ^^  I  am  truly 
sorry  I  didn't  go  into  partnership  with  you ;  it  would  have  been  $10,000  in  my  pocket ; 
but  the  democratic  party  didn't  allow  it."  He  made  that  statement  not  exceeding 
twenty  days  ago.  ^^But,"  says  he,  ^'I  yet  want  you,  and  you  must  live  with  me  next 
year."  He  made  the  statement,  ^^  I  went  into  the  democratic  party  on  good  principles, 
and  they  wouldn't  tolerate  it ;  but  it  would  have  been  $10,000  to  my  advantage."  He 
told  me  that  the  other  day  when  he  was  gloriously  drunk,  and  had  just  sense  enough 
to  tell  me  what  he  knew  was  the  fact.  So  I  just  put  it  on  the  principle  that  my  friend 
Mr.  Harris  might  have  treated  me  in  the  same  way.    It  is  possible. 

Question.  What  business  did  you  propose  to  go  into  ? 

Ansiver.  Farming  business. 

Question.  To  make  $10,000  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  he  stated.  I  didn't  go  into  particulars,  and  ask  why  it  would 
be  $10,000  advantage,  but  he  told  me  the  democratic  party  would  not  tolerate  it.  He 
told  me  he  wanted  me  next  year.  It  must  be  because  I  came  out  in  the  little  paper 
up  here,  or  he  wouldn't  have  stated  it.  He  was  particularly  friendly  with  me  the  other 
day,  and  all  things  apparently  right,  but  before  that  he  was  very  contrary. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  you  are  able  to  make  $10,000  farming  ? 

Answer. i  I  couldn't  have  done  it,  but  may  be  he  saw  a  place  he  could. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  Octoher  25, 1871. 
WILLIAM  LEE  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chaiiiman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  In  Choctaw  County. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  there  four  years. 

Question.  Hov/  far  do  you  live  from  Desoto ville  1 

Answer.  Three  miles. 

Question.  Have  you  had  to  leave  Choctaw  County,  or  do  you  live  there  now  ? 

Answer.  I  left  there. 

Question.  When  did  you  leave  there  ? 

Answer.  Two  weeks  this  last  gone  Friday. 

QuestiMi.  You  may  proceed  and  tell  the  committee  what  happened  to  you  on  Monday, 
two  weeks  ago,  in  Choctaw  county. 

Ansiver.  On  Monday  night  sixteen  men  happened  in  my  house  to  take  my  life,  whea 
I  was  three  miles  from  home  at  tho  time.    My  wife  was  at  home. 

Question.  Did  she  tell  you  that  they  had  disguises  on  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  she  tell  you  that  they  were  armed  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir  ;  all  of  them  had  double-barreled  guns. 

Question,  What  did  she  say  they  came  there  for;  what  did  they  tell  her  ? 

Ansiver.  They  came  there  after  me,  and  asked  for  me  the  time  they  got  in  the  door. 

^Question.  Did  they  look  for  you  ? 

Ansiver.  They  searched  everywhere  in  the  house,  and  under  the  house,  and  in  the 
yard,  and  bushes  about  the  yard,  and  up  the  chimney,  and  every  place  for  me. 

Question.  What  time  of  night  was  it  ? 

Answer.  About  11  o'clock. 

Question.  Was  she  in  bed  ? 

Answer.  She  and  her  daughter  were  all  abed. 

Question.  Describe  the  clothes  these  men  had  on. 

Answer.  They  had  false  faces  on  and  knit  caps. 

Question.  What  kind  of  clothes  ? 

Answer.  She  didn't  tell  me. 

Question.  Did  she  know  any  of  them  ? 

Ansiver.  She  didn't  tell  me. 

Question.  Did  they  come  on  horseback  or  on  foot  ? 

Answer.  They  were  on  foot  when  she  saw  them. 

Question.  What  did  this  band  of  disguised  men  do  after  leaving  your  house  ? 

Ansiver.  They  went  to  another  man's  house  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  my 
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liouse,  and  inquired  for  me  there,  and  this  man  told  them  I  wasn't  there.  They  went 
hack  to  my  house  and  told  my  wife  to  go  there  and  see  if  I  was  there.  They  went  there 
and  I  wasn't  there,  and  they  took  him  out  and  killed  him ;  they  shot  him  twenty-seven 
times,  and  cut  his  throat  from  ear  to  ear. 

Question.  Did  you  see  his  body  after  he  was  dead  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  my  wife  saw  it.     I  saw  the  coffin  he  was  in. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  ? 

Answer.  Lem  Campbell. 

Question.  That  was  the  man  killed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  murdered  at  his  own  house  ? 

Answer.  He  was  taken  oif  from  his  house  about  a  hundred  yards. 

Question.  By  the  same  band  that  came  for  you  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  was  two  weeks  ago  last  Monday  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  CampbelFs  offense  was,  or  what  this  crowd  had  against 
him? 

Ansiver.  When  I  was, there  on  Wednesday,  when  they  were  going  to  his  grave,  I  heard 
both  black  and  white  say  they  knew  nothing  amiss  about  him  in  the  world. 

Question.  What  did  this  crowd  tell  your  wife  in  relation  to  your  staying  in  that 
county  ? 

Answer.  They  said  if  I  staid  in  Choctaw  County  they  would  get  me  ;  that  they  had 
'come  to  settle  the  country  ;  it  was  not  settled  yet,  and  they  meant  to  settle  it  before 
they  quit ;  not  to  only  get  me,  but  to  get  all  that  were  in  there.  That  is  what  she 
said  they  said. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  men  in  that  county  being  whipped  or 
killed  ? 

Answer.  I  have  known  of  four  or  five  being  killed  there  this  year.     I  know  the  names. 

Question.  Give  the  name  of  the  first  one? 

Ansiver.  The  first  one  was  Abe  Lyon,  to  my  knowing. 

Question.  The  committee  heard  ail  about  him  yesterday  ;  you  need  not  tell  his  case. 

Answer.  The  next  was  Mike  Campbell. 

Question.  Was  that  the  man  you  have  just  spoken  of,  who  was  shot  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Give  the  i)articulars  of  his  case  ;  tell  the  committee  when  Michael  Camp- 
bell was  killed? 

Answer.  1  can't  tell  you  exactly  ;  I  just  know  he  was  killed  this  year,  and  not  long 
ago. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Mike  Campbell  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  his  name  and  where  he  lived. 

Question.  How  far  from  you  ? 

Answer.  About  seven  miles  from  me. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  whether  he  was  killed  by  disguised  men  or  not  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  killed  by  the  same  men. 

Question. ,  In  the  night  ? 

Answer.  In  the  night,  between  midnight  and  day. 

Question.  Shot? 

Answer.  Shot ;  I  saw  his  wife  and  talked  with  her. 

Question.  Did  she  tell  you  the  particulars  ? 

Ansiver.  She  told  me  as  near  as  she  could  recollect. 

Question.  Did  they  find  him  at  his  house  ? 

Answer.  They  found  him  at  his  house  asleep  in  bed  with  his  wjife ;  they  took  him  out 
of  his  house  and  carried  him  off  two  hundred  yards  by  the  side  of  the  big  road. 

Question.  Did  his  wife  know  what  he  was  shot  for  ? 

Ansiver.  No ;  she  didn't  know. 

Question.  What  were  the  other  two  cases  ? 

Answer.  The  next  one  was  Isham. 

Question.  What  was  his  other  name  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  A  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Was  it  Isham  Ezell  ? 
Answer.  I  don't  know  his  other  name. 

By  the  Chaipman  : 
Question   Did  you  know  him  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  lived  close  by  me. 
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Question.  What  time  was  it? 

Answer.  I  cau't  tell  you. 

Question.  Was  it  this  year  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  not  long  since  in  this  year. 

Question.  How  was  he  killed  ? 

Anstver.  Tlie  understanding  I  had  was,  he  w^as  taken  out  about  one  hundred  yards 
and  shot,  and  his  throat  cut ;  and  they  shot  his  wife  through  one  of  her  legs  twice. 

Question.  Was  this  by  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  large  the  band  of  disguised  men  was  that  went  to 
the  house  ? 

Answer.  Sixteen  every  time. 

Question.  What  was  the  next  case  ? 

Ansiver.  That  is  four  already,  isn't  it  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Ansiver.  I  think  the  next  one  was  named  John. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  lived  away  down  between  Butler  and  Bladen,  but  it  is  in  Choc- 
taw County. 

Question  Was  he  a  married  man  ? 

Answer.  I  never  understood  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Question.  Was  he  shot  this  year  too  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,*  he  was  shot  this  year  too. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  the  particulars  ? 

Answer.  All  of  it  has  been  done  since  March. 

Question.  How  many  men  took  him  out  and  shot  him  ? 

Answer.  There  was  sixteen. 

Question.  Was  that  in  the  night-time  ? 

Answer.  All  of  that  was  in  the  night-time,  between  midnight  and  day,  or  about  11 
o'clock. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  in  all  these  cases  the  men  who  did  these  murders 
were  disguised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ,*  I  never  could  understand  that. 

Question.  But  did  you  understand  that  the  men  who  committed  those  murders  were 
covered  with  those  disguises  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  all  of  them  had  them  on. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  people  being  whipped  in  Choctaw  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  have  heard  of  them  being  whipped. 

Question.  Often,  or  only  a  few  cases  ? 

Answer.  Well,  about  fifteeU  or  twenty. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  they  were  whipped  about  ? 

A7iswer.  No,  sir. 

Qi^estion.  Are  you  afraid  to  go  back  there  to  live  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  can't  go  back  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  where  Mike  Campbell's  wife  is  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  the  very  spot. 

Question.  Where  ? 

Answer.  At  the  old  Campbell  place,  right  down  where  the  two  creeks  come  together; 
Tickabum  Creek  and  Clark  Creek  come  together  there. 

Question.  Where  is  Isham's  wife  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  exactly  where  she  lived ;  I  have  been  by  the  place ;  I  could 
go  to  it. 

Question.  She  is  still  in  Choctaw  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  she  is  in  Choctaw,  except  she  moved  lately. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  school-houses  being  burned  down  there  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir  ;  there  is  very  little  school  goes  on  about  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Whose  wife  was  it  that  was  shot  ? 

Ansiver.  Isham's.  She  had  two  shots  in  one  leg.    She  has  had  to  walk  on  crutches. 

Question.  She  is  living  down  there  now  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  your  name  is  William  Lee  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  used  to  belong  to  James  M.  Lee. 

Question.  You  say  these  men  were  invariably  sixteen  men  in  this^jrowd  f 
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Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  every  time  I  could  learn  aDytliing  from  tbem  they  Avere  sixteen. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  any  of  them  were  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  them;  my  wife  saw  them,  and  her  daughter.  I  wasn't 
there. 

Question.  Did  she  say  whether  she  knew  any  of  them  or  not? 

Answer.  She  never  told  me. 

Qiiestion.  Did  you  ask  her  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  asked  her,  hut  she  never  told  me,  only  to  say  what  she  thought, 
hut  thinking  isn't  anything. 

Question.  What  did  they  want  to  kill  you  for  ? 

Answei\  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  dispute  with  anyhody  there  ? 

Answer.  No  dispute,  no  fuss,  no  trouble,  picked  up  nothing,  attended  to  no  one  else ; 
no  JQst  cause  can  he  brought  against  me  hy  white  or  black. 

Question.  Where  does  your  old  master,  Lee,  live  ? 

Answer.  James  M.  Lee — he  lives  up  on  the  Selma  Railroad,  away  up. 

Question.  Whereabouts  ? 

Ansiver.  He  lives  about  twelve  miles  from  Demopolis  here  on  the  road. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  In  Sumter  County  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Have  you  no  idea  what  the  white  people  came  to  your  house  for  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  no  idea  what  any  one  of  them  came  there  for. 

Question.-  And  these  other  men,  do  you  know  what  they  killed  them  for  ?> 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  learned  anything  that  they  ever  did. 

Question.  Anything  that  it  was  said  they  had  done  f 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  never  could  learn  anything  they  said  they  had  done. 

Question.  Abe  Lyon  was  pretty  well  off,  was  he  not  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  right  smart  man— a  good  liver  and  hard-worker,  and  had  right 
smart. 

Question.  Had  a  good  trade  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  about  as  good  a  blacksmith  as"  any  one  I  know. 

Question.  Was  doing  very  well  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  worked  in  a  public  shop. 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  he  had  accumulated  some  little  money  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know. 

Question.  W"as  that  the  impression  ? 

Answer.  I  never  learned,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  idea  that  he  was  killed  for  his  money  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  never  heard  that  said  by  anybody  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  never  heard  that  said  by  anybody. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  talked  with  his  widow^,  who  is  here  now  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  I  staid  very  close  to  her  last  night.  I  have  bfeen  knowing  her  now 
for  two  yeaxs — ^lived  near  her. 

Question.  Did  she  tell  you  Abe  had  a  large  sum  of  money  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  she  tell  you  they  had  some  $600  there  that  he  had  in  a  box  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  She  never  told  you  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  She  told  the  committee  yesterday  that  her  husband  had  about  that  sum  of 
money,  and  they  had  counted  it  out  between  them  a  day  or  two  previous.  Now  if  that 
was  known  around  there,  do  you  suppose  it  possible  that  he  might  have  been  killed 
for  his  money  ? 

Answer.  If  it  was  known,  no  doubt.  I  know  he  worked  in  that  public  shop,  and  did 
a  great  deal  of  work  for  Daniel  McCall  and  Mr.  Hessey,  and  they  paid  him  a  good  deal 
of  money.  Mr.  Hessey  paid  him  a  hundred  dollars  in  cash.  I  heard  that  the  two  men 
paid  him  $300  since  Christmas  of  this  year. 

Question.  Was  not  that  known  around  there  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  I  suppose  no  one  knew  it  except  the  white  people;  they 
knew  it. 

Question.  Did  not  you  know  it  ? 

Agistver,  No,  sir.    That  is  just  what  I  heard. 

Question.  You  heard  of  it  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  it.  I  never  heard  that  was  what  he  was  killed  for,  but  I 
heard  he  had  that  much  money  paid  to  him, 
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Question,  Did  you  not  hear  that  the  money  was  taken  ? 

Ansivcr.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  anything  about  the  money  being  taken. 

Question,  Did  not  his  wife  say  it  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  his  wife  until  yesterday  evening. 

Question.  She  stated  here  that  she  never  could  find  the  money. 

Answer.  They  went  into  her  house,  and  went  through  everything;  I  heard  that. 

Question.  That  they  searched  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  they  rolled  over  everything,  and  went  in  everything. 

Question.  Did  not  that  look  as  if  they  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  plundering  him 
and  getting  his  money  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  looks  so. 

Question.  And  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  other  cause  assigned  for  this  crime,  would  not 
you  have  supposed  that  that  was  what  it  was,  if  tney  had  hunted  for  this  money  and 
got  it  ? 

Ansiver.  It  must  have  been  that  way;  I  don^t  see  any  way. 

Question.  Who  was  this  man  Ezell,  or  Isham  ;  what  did  he  do  ? 

Anstve)\  I  never  learned  anything  he  ever  done. 

Question.  You  never  heard  any  complaint  against  him  of  any  kind? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  pretty  well-to-do  black  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  very  well. 

Question:  This  man  John— you  knew  him  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  never  knew  him  ;  neither  his  name  nor  his  way  of  life.  I  just 
heard  of  his  name — of  such  a  man  as  that ;  that  is  all. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  likely,  inasmuch  as  they  killed  Abe  Lyon  in  that  way 
and  robbed  him  of  his  money,  that  this  band,  which  seems  to  be  composed  of  the  same 
men^  or  about  the  same  number  of  men,  were  doing  these  things  for  the  purpose  of 
robbing  the  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  is  the  same  men  doing  it  all  the  time. 

Question.  You  think  it  is  by  the  same  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  likely,  if  they  robbed  Abe  Lyon,  as  there  is  no  motive  assigned  for 
their  attack  on  these  black  people,  that  their  object  was  the  same  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  for  they  never  searched  any  one  else's  house  that  they  killed,  as  I 
could  learn,  because,  when  they  killed  Lem  Campbell,  they  never  went  back  to  his 
house  at  all  no  more  after  they  carried  him  out ;,  so  my  wife  said. 

Question.  Did  they  search  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  but  it  was  for  me  ;  that  is  all  the  searching  they  did  there. 

Question.  Did  they  take  anything  out  of  your  house  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  Jhey  didn't  take  anything  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Was  it  generally  supposed  that  the  men  who  killed  Abe  Lyon  were  white 
men? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir ;  I  expect  they  were  white  men.  As  far  as  I  could  learn,  they  were 
white  men.  I  think  I  heard  that  they  believed  there  was  black  men  with  them,  as  far 
as  four. 

Question.  Four  black  men  ? 

Ansiver.  But  I  never  could  learn  any  names. 

Question.  You  say  it  was  the  supposition  that  it  was  the  same  band  which  committed 
those  other  murders  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Always  the  same  number — sixteen  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  apart  were  those  murders  committed  ? 

Answer.  In  the  same  settlement. 

Question.  In  the  same  month  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  three  or  four  months. 

Question.  Was  anything  overdone  that  these  men  should  commit  those  murders  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  a  thing. 

Question.  Did  the  officers  ever  attempt  to  make  any  arrests,  or  make  any  stir  about 
it,  to  try  to  iind  out  who  it  was  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  no  further.  When  they  said  they  were  going  to  have  a  jury  or  in- 
quest, they  never  held  no  jury,  because  nobody  never  touched  them,  except  to  get 
them  together,  and  write  it  in  a  book,  and  then  throw  it  away  like  chips  at  the  door, 
and  that  was  the  end  of  it.  They  never  did  anything  more  than  that.  They  had  a 
book  to  read,  and  said  they  were  holding  inquest  over  them,  talking  to  ail  of  them  to 
know,  and  setting  it  down ;  and  after  that  it  was  all  thrown  away.  The  juries  always 
would  touch  them.    I  have  seen  that  done,  but  they  never  did  nothing. 
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Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  25,  1871, 

PEARSON  J.  GLOVER  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  CHAmMAN  : 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  your  place  of  residence  and  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  Twelve  miles  from  Demoi^olis,  on  the  Demopolis  and  Dayton  road,  Marengo 
County.    Planter. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  State  of  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  I  was  born  within  three  miles  of  Demopolis.  For  nine  years  I  was  a  non- 
resident of  the  State,  in  Connecticut  and  Virginia. 

Question.  The  committee  have  subpoenaed  yon,  Mr.  Glover,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing any  information  you  may  have  of  a  visitation,  by  disguised  men,  to  your  plantation, 
and  to  learn  their  i)nrposes,  and  what  they  accomplished  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  it  was  in  January  or  February  last,  I  employed  a  gentle- 
man by  the  name  of  Neibling  as  school  trustee  of  township  seventeen,  to  teach  the 
children  of  the  freedmen  of  the  south  end  of  that  township.  After  his  employment 
everything  went  on  pleasantly  and  agreeably.  He  did  not  interfere  with  the  labor 
system  anywhere,  although  tliere  were  rumors  and  reports  of  his  interference  with  the 
matrimonial  relations  of  some  negroes.  That  I  know  nothing  about,  and  I  believe  it 
to  be  untrue.  There  was  a  rumor  started  by  the  negroes  themselves,  sir,  as  far  as  I 
have  since  been  able  to  learn. 

Question.  A  rumor  of  his  matrimonial  negotiations  ? 

A7isiver.  Of  his  negotiations  with  matrimonial  parties  on  the  female  side,  sir.  In 
other  words,  he  was  something  on  the  Don  Juan  order,  as  it  w^as  said,  but  that  I  do  not 
believe  from  what  I  can  understand  myself.  The  point  is,  he  came  representing  him- 
self to  be  a  democrat,  believing  that  x>c>litical  opinion  was  as  free  in  our  country  as 
others,  and  that  the  negroes  had  a  right,  if  they  were  disposed  to  do  so,  to  act. for 
themselves,  but  that  their  true  interests  lay  with  the  southern  people,  provided  the 
southern  people  did  nothiug  inimical  to  them  as  a  race.  I  went  to  Dayton  and  was 
absent  five  days  attending  to  business.  During  my  absence  there  was  a  party  of  ten 
men,  as  Mr.  Neibling  represents  to  me,  and  also  Mr.  Johnson,  who  is  summoned  here 
to-day,  came  to  my  house  and  forced  an  entrance,  and  told  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  an 
old  United  States  soldier  for  five  years  at  one  time,  that  their  business  was  not  w^th 
him,  but  it  was  with  Mr.  Neibling,  They  took  Mr.  Neibling  out — this  I  cannot  state  as 
evidence,  for  I  am  not  personally  cognizant  of  the  matter.  It  is  simply  what  they  nar- 
rated to  me  when  I  came  back. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Is  it  information  that  you  deem  reliable  ? 
Answei\  I  deem  it  to  be  reliable  ;  that  they  took  him  out  and  whi^^ped  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  severely  they  Avhipped  him  ? 

Ansuwr.  Well,  sir,  there  w^as  one  party  who  whipped  him  very  severely ;  the  others 
struck  him  lightly.  He  stated  that  each  of  the  party  struck  him  fifteen  lashes,  but 
that  none  of  them  hurt  him  except  one  man,  and  that  one  hurt  him  verj^  badly. 

Quesiion.  You  stated  the  number  of  men  at  what  ? 

Answer.  At  ten.  One,  however,  held  the  horses,  and  only  nine  acted — or  eight — while 
they  were  with  him.  I  have  forgotten  as  to  that.  As  a  freeholder  I  felt  the  indignity 
of  their  coming  to  my  house,  without  permission,  and  whipping  him.  I  believed  that 
I,  as  a  freeholder,  had  the  right  to  defend  it.  I  believe,  perhai)s,  it  is  the  only  right  I 
now  possess  independent  of  the  law  or  Congress,  or  anything  else.  I  therefore  took  it 
as  an  indignity  to  myself,  and  I  issued  a  notice  to  the  i)eople  of  Marengo  County,  or 
to  tliese  ten  men  especially,  that  I  was  at  home,  and  that  I  had  shipped  my  family,  my 
children,  from  home,  and  if  they  would  cometbey  would  not  run  the  chance  of  finding 
them  there,  and  possibly  killing  my  wife  by  a  visit  from  such  fellows,  and  the  fright  which 
-was  consequent  upon  it ;  that  I  would  stay  at  home  and  keep  her  away  for  two  months, 
and  they  were  w^elcome  to  come  back.  They  threatened  to  come  back  in  live  days,  as  I 
was  informed  by  Mr.  Neibling,  if  he  did  not  leave.  I  had  found  him  a  good  scribe, 
pleasant  and  gentlemanly  in  demeanor.  I  took  him  there  and  asked  him  to  post  my 
plantation  accounts,  and  he  was  doing  that,  and  while  he  was  at  my  house  and  thus 
employed  this  matter  occurred.  On  my  return  I  issued  this  statement  to  tliese  ten  men, 
addressing  it  to  them  personally,  saying  that  I  would  keep  him  at  my  house ;  that  he 
should  not  leave  the  country;  and  that  I  would  kill  any  man  who  came  there  to  molest 
him. 

Question.  Did  you  cause  that  to  be  published  in  the  newspaper  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  the  original  in  my  pocket  now.  The  publication  is  on  file  in  the 
Demopolis  paper,  and  also  in  the  Linden  paper.  Copies  went  to  the  Selma  xiaper.  The 
editor  being  an  old  college  mate  of  mine,  published  it  voluntarily. 

Question.  You  say  you  have  the  original  draught  of  it  here  ? 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir.  That  was  modified  to  a  great  extent,  because,  being  in  a  great  "^as- 
sion  at  the  time  I  draughted  it — for  I  wrote  the  original  draught,  as  he  was  a  foreigner ; 
he  was  a  good  scribe,  but  so  far  as  grammar  or  the  little  accomplishments  of  criticism 
were  concerned,  I  thought  it  best  to  draught  it  for  him,  knowing  it  contained  his  sen- 
timents to  the  letter.  Besides  that,  I  took  a  personal  interest  in  the  matter.  He  signed 
it,  indorsing  it  in  full  as  expressing  his  sentiments. 

Question.  Was  your  house  ever  visited  again  by  these  men  ? 

Answer,  He  left  here.  They  wrote  me  a  letter  stating  that  if  I  did  not  take  back 
what  I  had  said  in  the  paper  they  would  give  me  a  visitation  of  the  same  kind. 

Question.  Who  wrote  yon  such  a  letter? 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea. 

Question.  How  was  it  signed  ? 

Answer.  It  was  signed  blank.    There  was  no  signature. 

Question.  Was  there  any  insignia  or  device  on  the  letter  ? 

Answer.  As  I  remember  it  there  was  not.  It  was  simply  a  notice  to  me  to  take  back 
what  I  had  said  in  the  paper  against  these  ten  men,  and  asserting  that  they  were  gen- 
tlemen. They  had  been  in  my  bed-room  and  had  spit  all  over  it.  I  referred  to  that 
fact  in  the  publication.  I  had  made  it  personal  to  them,  describing  them  and  their 
conduct;  that  they  had  taken  this  step  under  cover  of  the  so-called  Ku-Klux  excite- 
ment ;  that  it  was  done  so  as  to  steal  my  mules,  and  to  be  an  excuse  for  every  stylo  of 
outlawry  or  anything  else  of  that  order.  They  stated  that  if  I  did  not  take  back  this 
they  would  deal  with  me.  I  simply  went  to  Linden,  the  county-seat,  and  stuck  up  a 
notice  that  they  might  go  to  hell,  damn  them. 

Question.  Were  these  men  who  visited  your  house  when  the  teacher  was  whipped 
said  to  have  been  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Johnson  can  give  you  a  description  of  the  style  they  came  in  better  than 
I.    It  is  simply  a  surmise  on  my  part. 

Question.  I  understand  yon  to  say  your  information  is  of  such  a  character  that  you 
believe  the  facts  which  you  state  to  be  true  ? 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  Is  it  your  information  that  these  ten  men  who  whipped  Mr.  Neiblingcame 
there  disguised  ? 

Answer.  It  is. 

Question.  Is  it  your  information  that  the  horses  were  disguised? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  for  the  simple  reason  that  I  had  a  personal  difficulty  with  one  man 
who  rode  a  roan  horse.  I  went  to  his  house  and  told  him  to  come  out ;  and  I  told  him 
I  thought  he  was  the  only  man  in  the  neighborhood  that  had  a  roan  horse.  I  was  so 
informed,  but  found  that  I  was  mistaken.  I  was  informed  that  Mr.  Neibling  was  put 
behind  him  when  carried  into  the  woods,  and  I  came  down  there  for  the  especial  pur- 
I)ose  of  giving  him  a  damned  good  whipping — that  v/as  my  remark  to  him — if  he  would 
give  me  a  fair  show,  and  not  take  advantage  of  his  freeholder  rights  ;  and  if  he  was 
not  satisfied  with  that,  to  meet  me  here  as  a  gentleman.  I  had  reason  to  regret  that, 
because  I  learned  afterward  that  the  man  was  sick  and  in  bed  at  the  time,  and  had 
no  roan  horse.    But  the  hairs  on  his  breeches  or  pants  were  from  a  roan  horse. 

Question.  On  Neibling's  pants  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  therefore  I  knew  it  was  a  roan  horse  which  he  had  ridden ;  but 
these  things  are  hearsay. 

Question.  What  has  become  of  Mr.  Neibling-? 

Ansiver.  He  returned  home,  at  the  solicitation  of  his  mother. 

Question.  Did  he  continue  teaching  his  school  after  this  av hipping  ? 

Ansiver.  He  continued  until  July — this  thing  happened  in  April — under  my  protec- 
tion, and  was  staying  at  my  house. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  he  owes  his  immunity  from  further  punishment  to 
the  protection  you  exercised  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  owed  it  to  the  public  sentiment,  which  thoroughly,  on  the  part  of 
all  men,  reprobated  the  action  of  these  ten  men,  and  indorsed  me  in  the  position  I  took 
relative  to  the  affair. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  no  particular  excitement  at  the  time,  that  I  remember. 

Question.  You  felt  that  you  had  the  strong,  hearty  support  of  the  better  sentiment  of 
the  community  in  your  efforts  to  protect  the  man  I 

Answer.  This  is  exactly  what  I  found  ;  that  there  is  a  principle  of  outlawry,  a  feeling 
predominant  in  a  certain  class  in  every  community  in  favor  of  violence  and  stirring 
up  all  the  elements  of  strife,  knowing  that  they  are  the  sediment,  and  that  the  sedi- 
ment, when  disturbed,  may  come  to  the  top.  Under  that  principle,  it  is  ray  deliberate 
opinion  that  these  men  were  persons  who  represent  only  a  horse,  and  i)robably  a  double- 
barreled  shot-gun  and  a  pistol,  in  this  country — men  who  could  pick  up  and  get  away 
from  here  and  leave  nothing  behind  them  of  their  own.    I  found  that  I  was  right,  be- 
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causfe  all  the  men  who  were  interested  in  the  country^  or  who  had  landed  interests  here, 
which  they  could  not  leave  behind  at  short  notice,  because  our  matters  here  are  in 
such  a  state  that  a  man  finds  great  difficulty  in  selling  his  land  without  long  delay  and 
great  trouble  in  finding  a  purchaser— a  man'^cannot  leave  at  short  notice  now  ;  it  is  im- 
possible, if  he  has  large  interests — I  found  that  the  style  of  men  who  had  a  stake  in 
the  country  driven  in  their  own  land,  thoroughly  indorsed  me  in  every  respect,  shape, 
and  form,  and  I  lost  no  popularity.  I  do  not  know  that  I  lost  it  even  with  the  other 
class,  for  this  reason,  if  you  want  my  sentiments :  that  class  of  people  are  never  ruled 
by  mind  or  reason,  but  by  brute  force  alone,  and  found  what  I  intended  to  do,  and  that 
they  would  encounter  danger,  and  that  I  had  the  indorsement  of  the  people,  and  the 
act  of  indorsement,  because  thirty  or  forty  men  offered  to  come  to  my  house  and  de- 
fend me  and  mine — the  young  men  of  this  town,  whom  I  can  mention,  and  give  refer- 
ence by  name  to  them.  At  first  I  felt  bitterly,  for  I  felt  that  the  southern  country  was 
not  the  place  to  live,  if  that  was  the  course  to  be  pursued  in  the  private  room  of  a  gen- 
tleman's house,  in  his  wife's  room.  I  had  no  shutters  to  it  at  that  time.  I  had  bought 
the  house  only  a  year  or  two  previous,  and  had  no  way  of  fastening  the  windows  ;  and 
I  had  requested  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Neibling  to  stay  in  my  house,  instead  of  staying 
in  their  own  out  rooms,  to  protect  it  during  my  absence.  Then  while  I  was  gone  this 
matter  transpired.  When  I  came  home,  I  did  not  have  the  heart  to  turn  the  young 
man  out — he  was  not  more  than  nineteen  years  old — and  place  him  at  their  mercy,  and 
I  determined  to  protect  him,  if  necessary,  with  my  life ;  and  I  did  so.  I  think  now  it 
was  probably  a  prudent  step  on  my  part. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  ascertained  the  names  of  any  of  the  parties  concerned  in  that 
outrage  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  a  thousand  and  one  rumors,  sir,  in  this  connection,  but  I  have  never 
got  to  the  bottom  of  it  yet.  The  only  information  I  could  arrive  at  accurately  was  in 
reference  to  a  party  who,  when  I  charged  him  with  it,  offered  any  sort  of  explanation, 
and  denied  emphatically  that  he  was  at  my  house ;  still,  I  believe  he  v/as  there.  That 
party  was  killed  by  a  friend  of  mine  at  Linden  some  three  or  four  months  ago  )  and 
this  Mr.  Burney,  who  killed  him,  is  a  fugitive  from  justice  now. 

Question.  How  far  is  your  plantation  from  Linden? 

Answer.  Seven  miles  and  a  half.  The  party  I  think  I  have  reason  to  believe  was  there 
from  the  letter.  It  was  in  his  handwriting,  I  think,  and  parties  have  told  me  that  he 
was  there.     I  paid  no  attention  to  it. 

Question.  Is  that  the  man  who  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  his  name  w^as  something  like  Marschalk. 

Question.  What  occupation  did  he  follow  ? 

Answer.  He  was  in  town  here  and  had  something  to  do  on  a  newspaper ;  I  think  he 
was  an  associate  editor  of  a  newspaper  at  Linden. 

Question.  A  democratic  paper  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  hard  work  to  tell  what  he  was. 

Question.  But  I  ask  you  as  to  the  politics  of  the  newspaper  ? 

Answer.  Democratic  at  the  time  this  thing  happened.  Still,  at  the  same  time,  he  was 
in  full  sympathy  with  the  republican  office-holders  of  the  county  j  he  had  the  public 
printing  of  the  county,  as  given  out  by  them. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  believe  these  men  were  white  men  ? 

Answer.  I  do,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  stated  that  the  negroes  got  out  a  rumor  that  Neibling  was  encroaching 
upon  their  marital  rights  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  got  that  out,  and  they  got  out  the  rumor  that  this  thing  was 
done  on  that  account. 

Question.  The  negroes  did  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  believe  it  was  done  on  that  account  ? 

Answer.  A  great  many  did,  and  others  did  not.  Some  people  thought  it  was  done  by 
white  men,  for  what  reason,  they  did  not  know ;  but  the  negroes  at  the  time  were  opposed 
to  this  gentleman,  except  the  negroes  on  my  plantation.  My  negroes  had  never  been 
in  discord  v/ith  myself,  for  this  reason  :  I  never  had  professed  to  be  anything  at  all, 
except  in  favor  of  a  fair  administration  of  the  laws  and  a  just  construction  of  them ; 
that  I  believed  the  true  representative  element  of  the  country  was  financial,  as  well  as 
otherwise,  in  the  way  of  brains  ;  that  I  was  willing  to  do  them  justice  ;  that  if  the 
United  States  established  any  law,  I  was  willing  to  carry  it  out,  and  that  all  I  wanted 
them  to  do  was  fairly  and  squarely  to  carry  out  their  contracts  with  me  and  other 
men.  I  did  on  one  occasion  take  action  against  them,  and  advised  against  them,  for 
this  reason :  they  run  a  railroad  within  fifteen  miles  of  the  corner  of  the  county, 
and  asked  the  county  to  appropriate  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  that 
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especial  railroad.    Parties  here  were  bouglit  up,  who  advised  them  to  vote  for  it,  and 
they  did  vote  for  it,  and  saddled  the  county  with  the  tax. 

Question.  Who  advised  them  to  vote  for  it  ? 

Answer.  William  Burleigh  Jones,  the  so-called  senator  of  the  State  of  Alabama. 

Question.  He  was  active  in  getting  them  to  vote  for  that  tax  ? 

Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  advised  against  it.  Again,  I  advised  them  not  to  place  the 
court-house  at  Linden,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  cut  off  the  negro  element.  I  was 
guided  by  self-interest,  to  be  candid,  in  choosing  between  that  place  and  this  section 
of  the  county,  representing  the  wealth  or  finances  of  the  country,  if  not  representing 
the  white  population,  but  it  represented  a  large  majority  of  the  population  of  the 
county,  negroes  and  whites,  in  the  aggregate.  There  were  large  streams,  dansi^-erous  to 
cross,  without  bridges.  These  bridges  our  county  commissioners  have  found  it  impos- 
sible to  construct  without  a  tremendous  outlay  of  money,  I  advised  them  not  to  place 
the  court-house  at  Linden,  but  to  leave  it  here.  Mr.  Jones  went  to  them  and  urged 
them  to  vote  for  it.  It  is  said  that  he  received  a  large  sum  of  money.  He  said  himself 
that  he  had  it.  He  said  that  right  here  in  Demopolis'that  he  had  got  the  best  of  the  Lin- 
den party.  Now,  gentlemen,  I  am  not  prejudiced  against  any  man.  I  have  in  my  employ 
a  soldier  of  the  United  States  Government,  whom  I  have  had  for  four  or  five  years.  I 
have  every  confidence  in  him,  and  treat  him  as  a  member  of  my  own  family,  although 
he  is  but  an  humble  working-man.  He  fought  w^ell,  and  got  his  discharge  in  this 
place.  No  Northern  man  can  say  I  have  not  been  friendly  to  him,  if  he  was  honest. 
But  there  have  been  some  among  us  wiio  were  different.  There  have  been  politicians 
amongst  us,  who,  in  holding  positions,  did  not  abuse  them — candor  comi^elled  me  to 
state  the  fact — amongst  whom  was  one  of  your  compeers  in  Congress,  Major  Pierce,  a 
devoted  personal  friend  of  mine,  as  he  himself  will  state.  We  were  opposed  in  politics 
although  it  was  the  distinction  of  tweedle-dum  and  tweedle-dee — new  departure  andre- 
l^ublicanism.  There  is  a  decided  distinction  following  that,  though,  gentlemen,  for 
republicanism  goes  further  ;  it  indorses  certain  parties  who  came  amongst  us  here  and 
mixed  the  elements  of  discord,  whereas  we  wanted  to  be  loyal.  I  know  that  I  want  to, 
and  other  people  do.  1  have  indorsed  this  doctrine  and  proclaimed  it  publicly,  as  a 
thousand  can  verify  in  this  county,  that  this  is  the  best  Government  we  ever  had  ;  that 
we  had  committed  a  mistake  in  point  of  exj)ediency  ;  that  we  ought  to  receive  this 
Government,  to  act  for  it,  and,  if  necessary ,  fight  for  it ;  that  it  was  the  best  Government 
we  had;  that  we  could  live  in  peace  under  it,  and  could  not  under  any  organization  oi 
government  of  our  own,  for  we  had  tested  that  matter  by  a  five  years'  war ;  that  I 
•moved  that  we  take  it  and  receive  it  in  good- faith,  living  under  its  laws  and  executing 
them  where  they  were  fair  and  just,  and  where  they  were  unjust  take  legal  remedies; 
nothing  else. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  This  question  of  the  location  of  the  court-house  has  been  a  troulblesome 
one  for  years  ? 

Answer\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  has  been  moving  backwards  and  forwards  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  not  before  ;  only  since  the  war.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago 
there  was  a  question  about  it.  That  was  when  I  was  a  boy,  and  I  was  absent  at  the 
time.  I  believe  I  was  at  New  Haven  at  that  time  at  school.  The  question  was  then 
agitated  betw^een  Dayton  and  Linden  ;  since  then  it  has  been  between  Dayton,  and 
Linden,  and  this  place.  They  had  it  removed  by  legislative  action  to  this  x)oint ;  they 
removed  it  twice.  The  second  action  was  barely  by  a  second  legislative  action.  The 
third  time  it  was  left  to  the  people  and  decided  that  it  should  be  carried  back  to  Lin- 
den, and  it  was  carried  back  to  Linden. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  Jones  received  money  for  his  vote  to  carry  it  back  ? 

Ansu.'er.  He  so  stated.  Negroes  have  informed  me  that  he  told  them  that  he  had  got 
the  best  of  those  Linden  parties,  in  a  recent  riot  that  occured,  which  riot  I  know  noth- 
ing at  all  about,  as  I  always  stay  awaj^  from  such  things. 

Question.  This  young  man  who  was  teaching  school  at  your  place  was  a  democrat  ? 

Ansive7\  Yes,  sir.  I  have  his  statement,  under  his  own  signature,  to  that  effect,  in 
my  overcoat  pocket  now.  He  published  it  or  brought  here.  I  carried  it  to  Linden 
myself. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  him  they  whipped  him  for ;  what  was  he  whipped  for  ? 

Ansice7\  God  knows.  There  is  a  great  jealousy  amongst  the  lower  classes  against 
the  negro.  They  go  into  the  negro-quarters  and  enveigle  the  negroes  off  with  these 
blandishments,  and  I  think  they  thought  my  taking  him  there  and  my  keeping  him 
was  simply  a  move  to  get  labor — to  influence  labor  ;  and  whereas  they  did  not  inter- 
fere with  my  negroes  in  the  slightest,  or  any  other  party  on  my  plantation,  they 
effected  a  forcible  entrance  into  my  yard  and  house,  and  took  him  out.  I  think  it  was 
to  scare  him  out  of  the  country. 
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Question.  You  think  the  cause  of  it  was  jealousy  against  you  for  obtaining  labor  by 
furnishing  school  facilities  for  the  negroes  on  the  place? 

Ansivcr.  Yes,  sir,  I  do.  There  is  a  bottom  dividing  the  cane-brake  section  from  the 
section  below  me.  I  hold  that  bottom  myself— sixteen  hundred  acres— a  long  stj-ip, 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  wide ;  on  the  other  side  is  the  cane-brake,  or  Egypt  of  this 
section  of  country.  The  corn  and  cotton  producing  sections  extend  into  Dallas  and 
part  of  it  into  Greene.  Below  me  is  a  sandy,  thin  section,  with  smaller  plantations. 
When  I  bought  this  plantation  it  had  been  rented  for  years,  and  they  had  drawn  away 
a  great  part  of  the  labor.  When  I  got  to  working  it  I  drew  back  a  great  part  of  the 
labor,  and  I  think  this  matter  was  personal  to  me  as  much  as  anything  else.  That  is 
my  candid  opinion  about  it.  Since  I  have  looked  into  it,  I  think  it  was  jealousy  of  that 
description.  In  every  section  of  the  country  there  is  an  element  of  population  that  is 
jealous  of  any  man  that  seems  to  be  thrifty  or  energetic  and  endeavoring  to  get  ahead 
— a  man  that  succeeds  in  it. 

Question.  As  I  understand,  you  sought  to  accommode  yourself  to  the  present  condi- 
tion of  affairs  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  as  thoroughly  reconstructed  as  any  man  in  the  country. 

Question.  And  you  sought,  in  the  best  mode  you  knew  of,  to  obtain  and  retain  the 
labor  which  was  necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  your  place  ? 

Answer.  I  did,  sir. 

Question.  And  in  doing  so,  you  believe  you  have  offended  certain  others ;  probably 
those  from  whom  this  labor  was  taken  ? 

Ansive)\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  was  the  cause  of  the  punishment  inflicted  upon  this  young  man  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  great  cause  of  it,  I  think,  sir. 

Question.  Did  it  go  so  far  as  to  exhibit  hostility  to  teaching  the  negroes  ;  the  mere 
fact  of  teaching  the  negroes  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  it  did.  I  heard  some  rumors  there  of  some  hos- 
tility to  the  fact  of  his  staying  in  the  house  with  a  negro  before  I  took  him  in  my 
house  ;  but  I  did  not  think  he  did,  because  it  was  ascertained  that  he  did  not  stay  in 
the  house  with  a  negro.  He  simply  kept  house  and  employed  a  negro  to  do  his  cook- 
ing. There  vv^as  no  social  equality  between  them  at  all.  He  simply  used  the  negro  as  I 
do— as  a  servant.  The  young  man's  own  statement,  under  his  own  signature,  is  here 
in  my  pocket.  I  brought  it  over  with  me.  I  thought  probably  I  was  summoned  here 
in  reference  to  this  matter,  and  I  went  up  to  the  office  of  this  newspaper  across  here  ; 
I  have  forgotten  its  name  now. 

Mr.  Blair.  The  Exponent. 

The  W^iTNESS.  The  Exponent ;  and  procured  the  original,  as  it  was  handed  in  by  Mr. 
Neibling  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  Blair.  If  you  have  that,  jou.  may  just  incorporate  it  in  your  testimony. 

The  Chairman.  I  would  like  to  hear  it  read.    Is  it  long  ? 

The  Witness.  No,  sir ;  it  was  cut  down.  The  original  paper  was  very  materially 
cut  down,  because  I  was,  when  I  wrote  it,  very  angry.  A  man  who  is  angry  does  not 
look  much  to  the  elegancies  and  proprieties  of  speech  in  his  publications.  I  will  read 
it: 

"  To  the  citizens  of  Marengo  County  : 

"  On  Sunday  night,  the  30th  of  April,  about  12  o'clock,  I  was  aroused  from  my  sleep 
by  a  man  in  disc^uise  shaking  me  by  the  shoulder.  On  awakening  I  saw  several  more 
men  in  disguise  in  the  room.  They  commanded  me  to  get  up  and  dress,  and  I  did  so. 
After  dressing  they  disarmed  me,  took  me  out,  put  me  on  a  horse,  carried  me  to  the 
woods,  three-quarters  of  a  mde  from  the  house,  and  there,  after  stripping  me  of  my 
clothing,  whipped  me.  There  were  ten  men,  and  they  each  struck  me  fifteen  lashes. 
After  this  they  told  me  to  dress,  and  their  leader,  I  think,  led  me  apart  and  gave  me 
this  warning :  '  We  will  give  you  five  days  to  leave  the  country,  and  if  you  don't,  it 
will  be  the  worst  for  you  next  time.'  I  then  requested  him  to  return  my  pistols.  He 
answered  me  and  said,  '  Never  mind  your  pistols ;  but  you  leave  the  country  in  five  days.' 
They  then  turned  their  horses  around  and  left  me  alone  in  the  woods. 

''  Six  months  ago  I  came  to  this  county  and  State.  Before  that  time  I  was  complet- 
ing ray  course  of  commercial  study  or  education  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  There  I 
met  and  became  intimate  with  several"  southern  students,  who  assured  me  that  there 
was  no  better  field  for  good  business  ability  than  the  South.  Also,  during  my  whole 
life  I  was  brought  up  and  rocked  in  the  cradle  of  democracy  by  democratic  parents, 
and  under  their  teachings  finally  believed  that  any  man  who  came  South,  and  by  a  course 
of  honest  endeavor,  not  attempting  to  foist  himself  upon  a  people  wholly  strangers  to  him 
or  his  antecedents  as  an  office-holder,  or  even  as  a  political  adviser,  would  do  well  and 
live  as  safely  as  in  the  heart  of  the  West  or  North.  Six  months  ago,  I  rex^eat,  I  came 
here,  got  out  of  money  and  could  get  no  employment  except  that  of  teacher  of  a  free 
colored  school.    I  took  that  position  then  as  a  matter  of  necessity,  and  if  any  man  since 
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my  arrival  can  sliow  that  I  have  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  politics  except  when  asked, 
and  then  to  quietly  and  firmly  announce  myself  democratic,  at  least  in  principle — 
for  I  am  not  yet  old  enough  to  vote — or  if  any  man  can  show  that  I  have  ever  given 
one  w^ord  of  advice  to  the  negroes  that  would  array  them  against  their  employers, 
or  the  southern  people  politically,  then  I  pledge  my  word  as  a  man  and  gentleman 
to  leave  the  country  that  moment.  And  whereas,  as  my  conscience  wholly  acquits  me 
of  any  wrong-doing,  I  do  not  intend  leaving  until  such  a  statement  is  made  and  corrob- 
orated, I  will  stay,  if  it  is  for  no  other  reason  than  to  show  the  right-minded  element 
of  this  country  that  I  am  not  a  dog,  or  worthy  of  a  dog's  treatment.  Again  I  will  state 
that  I  am  well  aware  that  the  United  States  Government  has  passed  certain  sweeping 
and  partisan  laws,  under  which  I  could  make  the  large  majority,  composing  the  inno- 
cent and  law-abiding  element  of  this  county,  suffer  along  with  the  few  thieves  and 
assassins  who  rove  its  limits  by  night,  and  under  cover  of  its  darkness  perpetrate  acts 
which  their  cowardly  hearts  would  shrink  from  in  the  broad  light  of  day,  and  in  the 
face  of  their  fellow-men.  Knowing  these  facts,  and  knowing  too  that  such  acts,  as  per- 
petrated by  the  ten  devils  referred  to,  and  to  their  abettors,  would  embroil  a  whole 
county  innocent  of  wrong,  and,  if  a  statement  was  sent  to  Washington,  would  be  a 
sweet  morsel  to  the  radicals  North^  and  would  be  magnified  a  hundred  fold  for  party 
purposes,  and  would  be  one  additional  argument  or  pretext  to  put  the  heel  of  military 
power  ujjon  an  already  prostrated  people,  and  to  crush  out  anything  like  freedom  of 
elections;  knowing  these  facts,  and  also  knowing  that  parties  committing  these  out- 
rages are  not  true  representative  people  of  the  Southern  States,  but  are  true  represent- 
atives of  that  class  of  men  to  be  found  North,  East,  West  and  South,  who,  amid  any 
excitement,  political  or  not,  in  a  community  or  section,  perpetrate  acts  under  cover  of 
that  excitement  or  prejudice  as  a  blind  to  horse-thieving,  midnight  assassination,  and 
all  manner  of  crime — I  am  well  aware  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  South,  com.- 
posing  its  education,  its  wealth,  its  social  standing — those  who  have  an  interest  in  the 
prosperity  of  their  State ;  who  have  property  to  be  preserved  by  law  and  order ;  who 
have  liberties  to  protect ;  who  have  rights  to  cherish,  are  the  last  men  on  earth,  unless 
they  are  fools,  to  give  sanction  to  acts  of  violence  of  this  kind — to  such  men  I  here 
state  that  I  do  not  attribute  to  the  whole  county  the  acts  of  a  few  bad  men,  and  that 
I  will  not  take  action  against  the  whole  county,  nor  will  I  encourage  any  one  to  seize 
hold  of  this  casual  or  incidental  outrage  to  blacken  a  whole  community,  or  misrepre- 
sent a  whole  State.  By  this  I  will  state,  that  I  will  pursue  to  the  bitter  end  of  the 
law  any  one  of  the  perpetrators  of  the  shame  inflicted  on  me,  or  if  they  give  me  a  man's 
chance,  icill  drop  all  law  against  them,  and  will  settle  the  matter  with  them  ''man  to 
man  and  foot  to  foot."  Again  I  will  here  publicly  state  that  I  still  firmly  believe  that 
there  is  no  Ku-Klux  organization  in  this  county ;  but  that  under  cover  of  its  supposed 
existence,  a  few  irresponsible  and  bad  men,  reckless  of  the  safety  of  their  fellow-citizens, 
X)erpetrate  their  misdeeds,  and  will  in  the  end  raise  their  hands,  unless  checked,  against 
any  man,  be  he  southern  or  northern,  whom  they  have  a  grudge  toward,  or  on  whom 
they  can  dejjredate. 

''  W.  T.  NEIBLING." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  would  like,  in  this  connection,  to  ask  you,  since  you  have  said  that  Mr. 
Neibling  was  a  young  man  of  nineteen,  whether  that  elaborate  composition,  which 
evinces  considerable  maturity  of  thought,  and  some  elegance  of  expression — certainly 
emanated  from  Mr.  Neibling — whether  it  was  really  his  composition  ? 

Ansiver.  Mr.  Neibling,  sir,  told  me  his  sentiments  ;  he  gave  me  a  rough  draught,  which  I 
have  at  home.  This  paper  incorporates  every  word  of  it,  and  he  signed  this.  He 
copied  it  as  I  dictated  the  language.  I  did  not  write  it ;  I  dictated  it.  I  asked  him 
at  the  end  of  every  sentence  if  that  suited  him. 

Question.  To  whom  does  the  structure  of  the  sentences  belong,  to  him  or  to  you  ? 

Answer.  It  belongs  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Major  Glover,  Avill  you  give  me  your  view  of  the  origin  of  these  troubles  in 
this  State  and  county  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  county  of  Marengo  has  been  remarkably  quiet.  Men  belonging 
to  the  United  States  Army  have  settled  here  and  been  free  from  persecution  and  trouble, 
limiting  themselves  to  a  legitimate  lin{^  of  business,  even  if  they  styled  the  political 
field  a  legitimate  line  of  business  ;  as  luiig  as  they  confined  themselves  strictly  to  poli- 
tics, have  never  been  troubled ;  and  I,  for  one,  am  ready  to  protect  any  man' that 
comes  to  my  house,  after  the  most  extravagant  republican  speech  that  can  be  made  by 
him  within  our  limits.  I  know  plenty  of  other  men  who  will  do  the  same  thing ;  pro- 
vided the  man  is  a  gentleman  and  worthy  to  come  into  my  house,  I  would  receive  him 
on  social  grounds,  outside  of  politics. 

Question.  Has  there  not  been  a  class  of  men  engaged  in  politics  in  this  State  and 
county  who  have  sought  to  array  one  class  of  people  against  the  other  ? 
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Ansiver.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that,  sir.  They  have  tried  to  do  it  in  this  way.  I 
take  this  position,  and  I  really  am  getting  so  I  am  fretted  at  the  negroes,  and  losing 
all  kindness  of  feeling  toward  them  for  this  reason.  All  the  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution, guaranteeing  him  protection,  I  have  been  ready  to  grant  him  in  good  faith.  If 
I  had  an  objection  to  it  I  should  not  do  anything  but  enter  a  legal  protest  agb-inst  it, 
however  it  might  operate  against  me.  I  was  willing  to  do  that,  and  protect  tlie  negroes 
in  their  schools.  There  is  my  challenge  to  the  county  of  Marengo.  I  have  the  original 
here  that  I  obtained  this  morning  from  the  newspaper  office^  addressed  to  the  ten  men 
who  came  to  my  house  on  Sunday  night,  the  20th  of  April. 

[At  2  o'clock  the  committe  took  a  recess  of  one  hour  for  dinner.  Upon  re-assembling 
the  examination  of  Pearson  J.  Glover  was  resumed.] 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  At  the  close  of  the  session,  before  we  took  a  recess,  you  were  about  reading 
the  paper  whicli  you  published  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  After  I  left  here  I  went  around  to  the  Demopolis  paper,  and  dis- 
covered that  my  communication  was  cut  down.  In  the  Linden  pajier  it  was  given 
correctly,  except  the  typographical  errors.  I  had  a  difficulty  with  Mr.  Marschalk,  the 
editor  of  the  paper,  the  day  I  got  him  to  publish  it.  I  charged  him  with  having  led  the 
party.  He  denied  it  by  everything  holy  and  righteous.  I  compelled  him  to  publish 
this  card,  and  in  addition  to  publishing  it  he  gave  a  criticism  on  it,  which  made  me 
doubt  at  the  time  whether  he  was  there ;  but,  from  what  I  can  learn  since,  he  was  the 
leader  of  the  party,  and  the  only  spokesman  of  the  party.  He  was  a  great  rowdy,  and 
a  man  of  very  little  respectability — a  drunken,  rowdy  character.  He  raised  one  or  two 
rows  here  in  Demopolis.  Here  [exhibiting  a  paper]  is  the  card  as  I  originally  pub- 
lished it  in  the  Marengo  Journal,  Linden,  of  the  13th  of  May,  1871,  or  as  I  signed  it, 
and  sent  it  in.  It  was  published  in  the  Demopolis  paper,  which  was  diiferent  from  the 
Marengo  County  paper,  in  which  it  follows  Neibling's  paper  in  the  same  column  in 
which  that  appeared.    Do  you  wish  it  read  ? 

Mr.  Blair.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Witness.  I  will  read  the  manuscript  : 

''  To  the  ten  men  who  came  to  my  house  on  Sunday  night,  the  30th  of  April,  and 
perpetrated  the  above  outrage,  I  have  to  say,  I  denounce  you  as  cowards  and  outlaws, 
and  dare  you,  as  such,  to  repeat  your  visit.  You  came  to  my  house,  and,  by  accident, 
my  wife  and  self  were  absent.  By  such  an  accident  my  wife's  life  was  probably  thus 
saved ;  for  had  she  been  at  home,  in  her  present  feeble  state  of  health,  she  would  have 
died  from  excitement  and  fright.  For  this  reason,  first  and  foremost,  I  will  state,  that 
if  I  catch  you  on  my  premises  hereafter,  I  will  shoot  you  down,  and  will  consider  my- 
self guiltless  in  doing  so. 

"  I  will  again  do  this,  because  your  coming  to  my  house  as  you  did  was  an  insult  to 
me  as  a  southern  man  and  gentleman,  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  charge,  by  implication,  that 
I  would  have  in  my  house,  and  in  my  employ,  one  worthy  the  treatment  of  a  dog,  and 
dangerous  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  my  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens.  In  oppo- 
sition to  this,  I  will  state  that  nearly  live  months  ago,  as  school  trustee  of  township 
No.  17,  I  employed  Mr.  Neibling  to  teach  the  colored  school  on  my  place.  As  a  conse- 
quence, and  in  my  own  interest,  I  closely  observed  Mr.  N.,  and  found  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  anybody's  business  but  his  own  ;  that  he  condemned  that  system  of 
government  which  places  strangers  over  us  as  rulers ;  that  he  stated  even  to  the 
negroes  that  the  South  had  enough  good  men  of  her  own  to  rule  herself;  that  it  was 
to  their  interest  to  move  in  harmony  Vv'ith  the  people  among  whom  they  lived  and  got 
their  bread. 

''  Again  I  will  state  that  shortly  after  I  employed  him,  Mr.  Mattingly,  then  the  county 
superintendent  of  education,  sent  him  two  or  three  hundred  republican  tickets  for  him 
to  distribute  before  the  contest  took  place  between  said  Mattingly  and  Mr.  Ellis.  Mr. 
M.  also  wrote  him  to  electioneer  for  him  and  to  attend  the  Dayton  box  the  day  of  the 
election,  and  hold  the  same  if  the  officers  appointed  failed  to  do  so.  Mr.  Neibling 
declined  having  anything  to  do  with  the  matter,  as  he  did  not  consider  that  his  duty 
as  a  teacher  called  on  him  to  do  so,  and  also  stated  to  Mr.  M.  that  he  did  not  indorse 
the  i^rinciples  of  the  republican  party.  The  consequence  was  that  the  election  at 
Dayton  went  by  default,  and  not  a  single  one  of  my  hands  on  that  day  attended  the 
election. 

''Again, as  I  employed  him  some  two  weeks  since  to  post  my  plantation  accounts, 
then  believing  that  I  was  not  encouraging  a  bad  man,  I  am  not  to  be  scared  into  the 
opinion  now,  and  therefore  will  protect  him  as  long  as  he  breaks  my  bread  any  eats 
my  salt,  and  will  also  defend  my  house  and  home  from  forcible  entry  and  illegal  assault. 

''  P.  J.  GLOVER." 

The  Witness.  Here  is  the  first  publication  of  it,  as  it  was  given  in  the  Marengo  pa- 
per, which  was  much  stronger  and  more  insulting,  and  in  which  I  denounced  them  as 
curs  and  everything  else.    I  published  this  two  days  after  the  thing  occurred,  and  for- 
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got  the  proprieties  that  should  be  used  in  going  into  public  print,  and  therefore  called 
things  by  their  names. 

By  Mr.  Buckm:y  : 

Question.  Which  do  you  prefer  should  go  in  your  testimony  as  printed  ? 

Andwer.  I  prefer  that  the  one  I  have  read  should  go  in,  for  this  other  is  hardly  a  gen- 
tlemanly document.    I  just  state  here  in  the  card  as  published  in  the  newspaper : 

'^  I  again  dare  you  ten  men,  like  a  parcel  of  cowardly  hounds,  to  repeat  your  visit 
while  I  am  at  home  and  my  wife  is  absent,  and  I  will  most  especially  promise  the  pup 
who  spit  on  the  floor  of  my  wife's  room  that  I  will  give  him  something  besides  to- 
bacco to  chew  and  spit.  I  refer  to  the  companion  and  coadjutor  of  yours,  called  by 
you  '  No.  2/  who,  I  doubt  not,  possesses  a  rotten  enough  carcass  already,  but  still  would 
make  a  beautiful  corpse,  when  buried  in  the  same  winding-sheet  in  which  he  was  dis- 
guised, with  the  dirty  waters  of  the  '  Bogue'  to  wash  his  last  resting-place,  and  sing 
him  a  htting  requiem." 

You  can  judge  of  the  style  of  it  from  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Will  you  now  give  to  the  committee  what,  in  your  judgment,  was  the  on- 
gin  of  the  bad  feeling  existing  in  this  community  between  the  freedmen  and  their 
former  owners  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  when  freedom  to  the  negro  first  took  place,  there  were  parties 
came  among  us  here,  men  without  respectability,  socially  or  otherwise,  who,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  tried  to  get  hold  of  the  political  management  of  the  negro,  and 
to  so  manage  him  that  it  would  be  to  their  own  personal  interest  by  electing  them  to 
office  and  keeping  them  there.  Other  men  came  here  preaching  republican  doctrines; 
they  were  ardent  republicans,  and  I  believe  they  were  honest  toward  both  black  and 
white ;  they  were  opposed  in  political  sentiment  to  the  great  body  of  our  white  popu- 
lation. They  remained  here  and  would  have  remained  here  until  to-day.  For  in- 
stance, I  will  mention  Mr.  Burton  and  other  parties,  who,  finding  it  was  dog  eat  dog, 
that  they  were  turned  upon  by  their  kind,  refused  to  indorse  the  violent  and  extreme 
views  of  the  others.  For  instance,  Jones  came  out  into  the  court-house,  as  Judge 
O'Connor  can  certify,  and  also  Major  Hays,  the  present  member  of  Congress,  and  cursed 
all  parties,  Mr.  Burton,  and  every  member  of  the  republican  party,  and  told  the  ne- 
groes to  beware  of  them.  They  were  excited  to  such  an  extent  that  they  took  sticks 
and  drew  them  over  their  heads,  and  drew  pistols,  and  did  everything  of  the  kind. 
This  excitement  was  raised  to  place  them  in  opposition  to  those  men  whom  I  con- 
ceded to  be  honest,  and  with  whom  the  people  of  Marengo  County  never  inter- 
fered at  all.  These  men,  owing  to  the  political  prejudices  and  this  antagonism  which 
this  man  Jones  raised  against  them,  left  this  country.  They  were  personal  friends  of 
mine,,  although  differing  from  me  in  politics.  Burton  is  a  brother-in-law  of  Major 
Pierce,  who  was  the  custom-house  oificer  afterward  in  Mobile.  They  all  left  here  and 
thus  left  the  field  open  to  Mr.  Jones.  That  was  the  first  part  of  the  excitement.  A 
good  many  have  advised  the  negroes  to  be  quiet,  and  assured  them  that  Jones  was  not 
a  man  to  be  believed ;  that  these  three  gentlemen  were  much  more  honest  and  candid, 
and  while  they  gave  them  advice  ux)on  political  subjects,  did  not  excite  them  against, 
the  white  people,  or  against  their  own  interests/  Here  is  this  man  Durene.  I  never 
heard  of  his  doing  anything  at  all  inimical  to  the  interests  of  our  people  here,  although 
he  is  a  republican ;  and  I  have  never  heard  anything  against  Judge  O'Connor.  I  never 
heard  anything,  either,  against  Burton,  and  yet  he  was  the  staunchest  republican  by 
all  odds.  He  w.as  a  man,  too,  of  considerable  talent,  although  he  had  no  oratorical 
ability.  Bill  Jones  got  that  up,  and  it  nearly  culminated  in  a  row.  Pistols  were 
drawn  and  these  men  were  threatened  in  that  manner. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  year  was  that  ? 
Anstver.  The  year  that  Hays  run  for  Congress. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  it  in  1870  or  1869  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  1870,  sir.  That  feeling  got  up  the  uttermost  confusioa 
around  among  them.  They  left  here.  Burton  himself  told  hie  that  he  left  here  be- 
cause there  was  no  political  sympathy  between  him  and  the  southern  people,  but  out- 
side of  that  he  had  several  friends.  Bill  Jones  was  vilifying  him.  He  said  that  he 
was  tired  of  the  negroes ;  that  they  had  no  gratitude  toward  him  ;  that  a  man  who 
catered  to  their  passions  and  prejudices  would  be  more  popular  with  them,  and  he  had 
determined  that  he  would  quit.  He  did  leave.  That  left  Mr.  Drake  here,  but  he  got 
int^  trouble  in  Linden,  the  nature  of  which  I  never  thoroughly  understood.  Before 
that  I  believed  he  had  tried  to  discharge  his  duty,  and  probably  was  honest  enough. 
From  the  evidence,  I  have  been  forced  to  believe  that  he  was  not  honest.    That  is  & 
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matter  to  go  before  the  courts,  however  ;  I  know  nothing  about  it  except  from  hear- 
say. Then  he  commenced  issuing  cards  and  went  around  and  announced  himself  as  a 
candidate  for  governor  of  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

•Question.  Who  did  this  ? 

Answer,  Bill  Jones.  He  went  over  to  the  convention.  He  first  started  to  become 
Congressman  against  Hays,  but  he  found  that  he  lacked  strength,  and  gave  that  up, 
and  they  affiliated — I  do  not  think  with  real  good  feeling,  but  so  far  as  to  bury  the 
hatchet ;  they  let  each  other  alone.  Jones  found  it  was  policy  in  him  to  do  so.  Then 
he  announced  himself  as  candidate  for  governor  ;  put  his  name  out  in  the  paper  here 
in  Demopolis  as  a  candidate ;  he  tried  to  arouse  the  negroes  to  indorse  him.  He  wrote 
a  letter — I  think  his  letter  is  still  in  existence — declaring  that  he  did  not  believe  in 
any  w^hite  man;  that  these  fellows  should  not  hold  the  offices;  that  they  ought  to 
select  a  negro  to  every  office  through  the  State,  except  him,  as  governor ;  that  he  would 
be  their — what  is  the  name  of  that  old  Bible  character  that  led  them  through  the  Red 
Sea? 

Mr.  Buckley.  Moses. 

The  WiTNES>s.  Yes,  I  believe  it  was  their  Moses;  that  he  would  play  that  character, 
and  lead  them  through  the  land  of  Canaan. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  That  was  the  part  assumed  by  Andrew  Johnson. 

Answer.  That  was  what  Bill  Jones  said ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  scriptural 
quotation,  or  what;  Bill  was  very  fond  of  scriptural  quotations.  Mr.  Buckley  knows 
how  it  is.  The  white  men  were  against  him,  pepublicans  as  well  as  others.  He  said 
that  he  (Bill  Jones)  was  their  savior,  and  they  must  look  to  him  ;  that  he  w^as  their 
Moses  that  led  them  through  the  Dead  Sea  to  the  land  of  Canaan,  from  bondage.  He 
said  to  them  that  they  were  cheated  and  defrauded,  right  on  the  court-house  steps  here. 
I  will  state  what  I  can  verify  by  Judge  O'Connor  and  James  Taylor  Jones,  his  brother; 
the  first  to  verify  my  first,  and  the  second  to  yerify  the  second  statement.  He  said  that 
they  were  cheated  and  defrauded  ;  that  there  was  no  white  man  who  was  not  diamet- 
rically opposed  to  them,  and  wanted  to  re-enslave  them  ;  that  they  did  not  get  a  fair 
compensation  as  wages  ;  that  they  only  received  a  quarter  of  what  northern  laborers 
would  receive  for  the  same  ^vork  ;  that  they  ought  to  have  one-hail^,  the  landed  proprie- 
tor furnishing  the  land  and  expenses  and  paying  them  all,  giving  them  then  one-half 
for  their  labor.  Possibly  they  can  make  more  at  that  than  we  can  make  otherwise, 
prt-rided  the  negroes  work  up  to  the  highest  standard  of  physical  effort. 

Question.  How  old  was  his  conversion  from  the  democracy  at  that  time  ? 

Ansivei'.  During  the  war  he  cursed  every  man  who  was  on  furlough.  I  had  a  diffi- 
culty with  him  at  one  time.  I  staid  at  home  two  weeks,  and  he  criticised  me  for 
staying  out  of  the  army  in  order  to  keep  from  fighting  the  Yankees,  whom  he  was  go- 
ing to  eat  up  in  one  day.  He  criticised  me  so  I  had  a  difficulty  with  him,  that  Mr. 
Gains  Whitfield,  one  of  the  most  responsible  men  in  the  country,  knows  all  about. 

Question.  I  do  not  care  for  details.  I  only  want  to  learn  how  recent  was  his  conver- 
sion from  democracy  at  the  time  he  made  this  speech  to  the  negroes.  How  long  since 
he  was  in  full  accord  with  the  democratic  party  and  recognized  as  one  of  its  leaders  f 

Anstver.  In  1867  he  was  in  full  accord  with  the  democracy.  He  came  into  town  ;  a 
movement  was  started  from  below  for  all  x)arties  to  join  the  League  in  order  to  find 
out  what  it  was.  They  feared  it  was  incendiary,  and  parties  did  join.  He  stated 
here  that  he  did  join  "it  for  the  purpose  of  breaking  the  thing  up.  He  joined  it 
in  1868;  he  declared  himself  for  Seymour  and  Blair,  denouncing  General  Dustin, 
Judge -O'Connor,  and  Drake,  and  every  one  of  the  rest  of  them  as  the  damnedest  ras- 
cals that  ever  lived  on  God  Almighty's  earth.  He  joined  the  League  to  break  up  the 
le^igue  with  the  devil,  as  he  called  it ;  the  league  with  hell  and  the  loyalty  to  the  devil, 
as  he  called  it. 

Question.  Was  he  trusted  as  a  democrat  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  He  was  trusted.    He  was  elected  a  senator  from  this  county. 

Question.  As  a  democrat  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  as  a  republican.  He  came  back  and  announced  himself  then  for 
Seymour  and  Blair,  but  he  could  not  see  it,  quite,  after  the  election  was  over.  His  eyes 
were  open  then,  and  wide  open,  and  he  fell  back  after  he  had  cursed  every  other  re- 
publican, and  turned  in  again,  and  you  never  heard  such  loud-mouthed  assertions. 
That  went  on  and  he  told  all  these  "things  that  I  have  mentioned,  that  every  effort 
was  made  to  cheat  the  negroes.  There  is  a  catechism  of  his  for  the  negroes,  in  which 
he  says  that  every  effort  is  used  to  bring  them  back  to  bondage  ;  that  they  must  be- 
ware of  th*^  statements  of  any  white  man  in  reference  to  anything  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  I  would  like  to  have  a  copy  of  that  catechism. 
Answer.  I  know  three  parties  who  have  it.    A  negro  showed  it  to  me.    A  negro  told 
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me  that  Jones  said  he  had  got  the  advantage  of  these  Linden  parties ;  that  while  they 
cursed  him,  he  had  got  the  money  they  paid  him  for  carrying  off  the  courfc-house  for 
them.  That  was  William  Mathews,  a  blacksmith  at  Dayton,  who  told  me  that  Jones 
said  that  he  thought  he  was  even  with  them  ;  that  while  they  were  abusing  him  and 
cursing  him,  he  was  living  on  the  money  they  paid  him  for  carrying  off  the  court- 
house. 

Question.  Have  you  a  copy  of  that  catechism  of  fiis  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  think  it  was  worth  keeping.  I  knew  it  was  an  imposition.  I 
have  tried  to  do  fairly  with  the  negroes,  and  if  they  cannot  see  it,  I  cannot  help  it. 
He  turned  in  then  and  went  ahead  and  tried  to  raise  a  discord  among  the  republican 
ranks,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  them  and  make  himself  king  or  leader,  or,  as  his  father 
expressed  it,  bell-wether ;  just  as  sheep  always  had  a  bell-wether  to  follow,  so  they 
were  to  follow  his  son.  Bill  Jones,  as  leader.  In  a  recent  speech,  which  his  brother 
told  me  of,  he  told  them  that  the  authorities  had  no  right  here  under  the  law  to  put 
the  negroes  in  jail ;  that  if  they  killed  or  hung  a  man,  or  did  anything  of  Ibat  kind, 
they  simply  paid  the  price  of  it  if  they  were  caught ;  that  no  man  had  a  right  to  put 
them  in  jail,  and  inveighed  against  the  incumbent  of  the  office  of  probate  judge-^ 
O^Connor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  any  of  those  speeches  yourself? 

Ansiver.  His  own  brother  heard  that  one.  My  old  family  negroes,  who  had  confidence 
in  me,  asked  mc  was  ib  possible  for  them  to  be  put  back  into  slavery,*  they  said  that 
they  understood  it  was  possible,  and  gave  me  their  authority,  emanating  from  Mr. 
Jones.  They  asked,  in  case  it  could  be  done,  had  they  not  better  go  to  Kansas,  and 
had  not  every  negro  in  this  country  better  lea\?o  it ;  that  Mr.  Jones  said  to\them  that 
by  going  to  Kansas  they  could  have  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  given  to  them 
free  gratis  and  no  cost,  and  a  mule  or  horse,  and  provisions ;  in  other  words,  they  would 
be  furnished  and  found  with  everything  necessary  for  one  year's  time  free  of  cost ;  that 
they  could  go  there  and  take  possession  of  these  Government  lands ;  and  that  it  was 
their  best  interest  to  go,  because  they  stood  no  fair  chance  here.  Outside  of  that,  it  is 
my  honest  belief,  and  I  will  guarantee  it  with  my  life,  and  deposit  it  if  necessary,  that 
you  can  go,  if  you  are  a  republican,  and  that  gentleman  sitting  there,  if  he  is— of 
course  I  know  General  Blair  is  not,  for  I  know  he  w^as  the  democi^atic  candidate  for 
Vice-President — and  if  you  are  a  republican,  I  guarantee  with  my  life,  and  I  will 
deposit  it  in  the  city  of  Wa^ington,  under  that  guarantee,  and  under  bond,  to  the  la^st 
dollar  or  dime  I  am  worth,  that  you  may  go  with  me  to  the  so-called  city  or  town  of 
Linden,  comiirising  in  all  about  six  groceries,  two  stores,  and  a  court-house,  and  make 
any  speech,  republican  or  what  not,  that  you  please,  dealing  with  the  main  questions 
of  the  day  and  the  great  issues  of  parties,  with  perfect  safety.  I  can  give  you  security 
to  the  amount  of  a  million  of  dollars  at  any  time. 

Question.  Let  me  interrupt  you  a  moment  to  refer  you  to  an  article  w^hich  some  one 
has  cut  from  an  Alabama  newspaper  and  handed  to  me,  as  follows  : 

^'Rampant.— -The  Tuscaloosa  Monitor,  in  noticing  a  bill  which  has  been  introduced 
into  Qongress  to  appoint,  commissioners  in  the  various  Southern  States  to  gather  up 
evidence  relating  to  the  outrages  which  have  been  and  are  being  committed,  uses  the 
following  language : 

" '  Send  on  your  commissioners  as  soon  as  you  please,  and  their  coffins  with  them,  if 
you  desire  to  have  them  decently  interred.' '' 

Ansiver.  My  belief  is  that  the  sooner  the  commissioners  take  up  such  characters  and 
hang  them  the  better  it  will  be  for  them.  I  think  you  will  find  it  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  that  they  by  no  means  indorse  his  violence ;  just  as  the  people  of  the  North,  I 
suppose,  do  not  indorse  the  violence  of  '^  Brick''  Pomeroy. 

Qnestion.  The  Tuscaloosa  Monitor  is  a  paper  of  good  standing  in  this  State,  is  it  not? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    I  do  not  know  that  a  single  copy  is  sent  to  Linden, 

Qnestion.  You  have  heard  of  the  paper  ? 

Answef>\  I  have  seen  a  good  many  copies  of  it. 

Question.  It  is  a  democratic  paper  ? 

Anstver.  It  is  called  so. 

Question.  It  purports  to  speak  for  the  democracy? 

Ansiver.  Did  you  ever  see  a  man  that  was  sane  except  upon  a  special  subject  ?  Tliat 
is  a  case  of  the  kind,  and  a  violent  one.  I  look  upon  Randolph  as  a  very  zealous  man 
in  the  cause  of  the  party,  but  a  damned  fool,  if  you  will  excuse  the  expression. 

Question.  He  is  an  editor  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  looked  upon  as  such  when  a  boy.  He  got  into  more  rows 
than  any  other  boy  at  school.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  whipping  him  twice  myself,  and 
b^ing  once  whipped  by  him.  I  believe  that  I  would  have  been  whipped  every  time, 
but  for  accident.  He  was  older  than  I  was.  •  That  is  the  general  opinion  of  Randolph, 
so  much  so  that  his  paper  is  not  actively  indorsed  by  subscription.    I  will  venture  that 
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you  cannot  find  a  single  copy  of  liis  paper  distributed  in  any  post-ofiGlce  of  this  coun- 
try ;  or  if  there  are  any  copies,  there  are  not  over  five. 

Question.  Why  should  it  be  sustained  if  the  sentiments  of  the  editor  are  not  ap- 
proved by  the  community  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  bad  part.  What  I  oppose  now,  and  the  only  opposition  that  I  have 
on  God's  earth  to  the  General  Government  is,  that  they  do  not  discriminate  between 
man  and  man.  In  your  section  of  the  country,  because  there  are  a  few  bad  men,  they 
punish  you,  and  because  there  are  a  few  bad  men  here^  they  give  me  hell  along  with 
them ;  when  the  fact  is,  simply,  that  you  will  find  bad  men  in  every  section.  I  will 
honestly  and  truly  give  bond  to  the  extent  of  every  dollar  I  am  worth  on  God's  earth, 
and  get  security  to  the  amount  of  a  million  of  dollars  in  this  town,  if  necessary- 
southern  security ;  you  northern  people  don't  admit  that  as  good,  though — but  I  will 
give  Mobile  securities  to  the  amouut  of  a  hundred  thousand  that  you  can  go  from 
Linden  to  Shiloh  and  make  any  republican  speech  you  please,  and  be  asked  to  dinner 
and  be  treated  with  the  greatest  courtesy. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  courtesy  would  be  extended  by  that  band  that  visited 
your  house  and  whipped  Neibling  so  mercilessly  ? 

Ansiver.  1  do ;  for  I  know  they  are  cowards  and  slink  from  light.  I  denounced  them 
as  such,  and  believe  they  were  cowards. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quesrtion.  You  have  lived  in  New  England  paxt  of  your  life  ? 
Answer.  I  was  there  two  years,  at  New  Haven. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  while  you  were  there  you  met  quite  as  many  black- 
guards as  visited  your  house  that  night  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Just  as  bad  men — you  frequently  encountered  bad  men  there  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  a  row  there. 

Question.  You  have  not  a  monopoly  of  the  bad  men  in  this  country  ? 
Ansiver.  I  do  not  conceive  that  we  have. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  they  allowed,  in  Connecticut,  to  organize  into  bands  of  disguised 
men  and  take  people  out  at  night,  abuse  them,  and  afterward  the  community  never 
take  any  cognizance  of  the  matter  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Edward  C.  Preston,  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  got  into  a  difficulty 
about  a  party  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  was  taken  out  by  a  set  of  factory  men  and 
given  the  very  devil.  He  was  not  only  whipped,  but  beaten  so  you  could  not  tell  one 
end  of  him  from  the  other.  It  led  to  a  general  row,  and  got  all  the  students  out.  I 
never  heard  that  any  legal  action  was  taken.  I  have  a  «car  on  my  head  now  from 
that  very  affair — a  pretty  considerable  one,  too. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  only  point  is  that  an  attempt  is  made  to  inculpate  the  whole  people  of 
the  South,  because  a  few  blackguards  have  committed  these  vile  acts;  I  ask  you 
whether  there  are  not  characters  of  that  kind  in  New  England,  and  elsewhere,  to  your 
knowledge ;  but  I  suppose  it  is  a  matter  of  history,  and  I  do  not  care  to  pursue  that 
line  of  examination  further. 

Ansiver.  Mr.  Burton  has  staid  at" my  house  day  after  day  ;  Major  Pierce  dined  at  my 
house.  He  has  since  been  a  member  of  Congress.  He  was  then  agent  for  the  Freed- 
men's  Bureau,  and  was  a  strong  personal  friend  of  mine.  Mr.  Drake  has  been  to  my 
house,  and  was  treated  with  courtesy.  Every  republican  in  this  county,  except  Bill 
Jones,  has  been  to  my  house,  as  I  believe.  I  do  not  object  to  any  man  because  he  is  a 
republican  ;  if  I  had  been  North  I  would  have  been  in  the  northern  army.  I  opposed 
the  separation  of  the  two  governments  altl^ough  I  was  not  twenty-one  years  old  at  the 
time.  I  fought  against  it  and  spoke  against  it ;  but  when  that  ended  and  the  war 
opened  I  entered  the  army  because  I  could  not  remain  at  home  and  be  branded  as  a 
coward,  and  as  taking  a  position  against  my  own  section.  So  I  went  into  it  and  fought 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  rose  from  the  ranks  to  a  majority  of  artillery.  After  the 
war  I  surrendered  in  good  faith,  and  I  conceive  that  I  am  just  as  loyal  a  citizen  to  the 
United  States  Government  as  any  man  up  North  or  anywhere  else,  and  I  will  di)  as 
much  to  defend  the  Government  as  anybody,  so  far  as  another  separation  goes,  but  not 
so  far  as  fighting  foreign  powers  are  concerned,  because  I  do  not  think  that  the  Gov- 
ernment feels  as  kindly  toward  me  as  I  do  toward  it.  This  thing  is  retroactive,  or 
rather  it  acts  on  all  parties  ;  not  only  those  who  are  violent,  but  the  peaceable  men, 
taking  advantage  by  the  bugbear  raised  among  the  people  of  the  North  to  a  great  ex- 
tent by  a  few  violent  men  ;  and  congressional  action  has  taken  hold  of  it,  making  such 
and  such  a  thing  penal,  and  it  has  been  made  a  part  of  the  State  law  too,  while  they 
are  all  insisting  on  the  State  executing  her  own  laws.  This  State  is,  in  fact,  strong 
enough  to  stop  all  this  violence. 
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Question.  The  question  I  ask  you  is  in  reference  to  the  disturbances  which  exist.  You 
have  described  the  conduct  of  this  man  Bill  Jones;  I  ask  you  if  you  believe  it  is  on 
account  of  the  representations  or  teachings  off  such  men,  to  a  great  extent,  that  the 
bitterness  or  hostility  and  the  disturbances  in  this  country  are  due,  and  that  by  such 
men  they  are  kept  up  ? 

Answer.  I  do.    That  is  my  honest  belief  given  under  .oath. 

Question.  You  have  stated  to  the  committee  the  sort  of  doctrine  he  inculcates  here  ? 

Aiiswer.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  single  man  here  outside  that  will  dispute  it,  and 
we  have  various  members  of  the  republican  party  here.  After  he  had  arrayed  the 
white  men  against  the  negro,  and  the  negro  against  the  white  men,  he  preached  reform. 

Question.  What  motive  do  you  ascribe  to  Jones  in  making  this  arrangement  of  all 
the  people  of  his  own  color  ? 

Answer.  It  is  simply  because  the  negroes  had  doubted  him  very  much.  He  had 
dodged  the  issue  to  such  an  extent  by  changing  from  one  party  to  the  other,  and  rid- 
ing the  fence  politically,  that  he  was  doubted  by  all  parties,  and  various  members  of 
the  republican  party  told  him  they  could  not  trust  him.  The  democrats  thought  that 
he  could  not  be  trusted  by  them,  and  between  the  two  fires  he  turned  around  and  out- 
heroded  Herod  in  talking  to  the  negroes,  turning  in  and  doing  everything  in  the  world 
to  gain  personal  popularity  among  them.  The  negro  is  not  a  creature  of  intelligence,  but 
passion.  You  have  to  arouse  his  passions  in  order  to  convince  his  reason.  *  He  had  to 
appeal  to  old-time  associations ;  the  lash  he  frequently  mentioned,  and  all  styles  of 
punishment,  and  the  probability  of  their  being  re-enslaved.  He  does  this  to  arouse 
their  passions  and  carry  them  as  a  body  with  him,  because  they  really  have  not  confi- 
dence in  him  if  they  are  left  alone.   ^ 

Question.  You  believe  his  whole  object  is  to  keep  himself  prominent  before  them  and 
thus  obtain  position  ? 

Answ€fi\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  the  method  he  adopts  to  do  this  is  to  arouse  the  passions  of  the 
negro  against  the  white  people  ? 

A  nswer.  It  was  first  his  method,  but  he  has  gone  so  far  into  it  that  his  passions  are 
now  aroused,  and  without  being  a  man  of  real  brain,  but  a  great  deal  of  brute  in  him, 
he  has  aroused  his  own  passions  to  such  an  extent  by  what  he  has  said  and  done  that 
possibly  he  begins  to  think  he  is  doing  what  is  right.  I  do  not  know  but  it  looks  as  if 
he  did ;  he  is  so  extreme  and  violent  j  but  that  was  his  original  object,  and  his  main 
i)bject  at  present. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  Linden  the  other  day  when  he  got  into  t^is  diffi- 
culty ? 

Answer.  I  was  not,  sir ;  I  went  directly  from  my  house  afterward  when  the  McKin- 
ley  row  was  threatened  and  advised  my  negroes  to  stay  at  home,  telling  them  that  if 
Mr.  Jones  wanted  to  make  a  fight  for  himself  let  him  do  so,  but  keep  out  of  it.  I  was 
absent  from  home  at  the  time  that  occurred.  The  plantation  is  across  the  creek ;  I 
went  across  to  the  plantation  where  this  outrage  occurred  we  first  took  up.  Not  a  ne- 
gro of  mine  went  to  McKinley.  I  advised  the  negroes  of  Dayton  to  do  the  same  thing, 
and,  as  you  learn,  I  have  considerable  influence  with  the  negroes. 

Question.  You  used  your  influence  to  keep  them  out  of  this  difficulty  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  I  told  them  that  if  he  chose  to  make  a  difficulty  they  should  let 
him  fight  hi^  own  battles. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Your  card,  as  also  that  of  Mr.  Neibling,  which  you  have  put  in  evidence, 
were  published  in  the  Marengo  Journal  ? 

Ansive)'.  That  is  the  first  publication,  sir.  It  was  modified  afterward  in  the  Demop- 
olis  paper. 

Question.  They  were  published  at  Linden  on  the  13th  of  May,  1871? 

Ansiver.  I  believe  they  were,  somewhere  about  the  last  of  April  of  first  of  May. 

Question.  Mr.  Marschalk  was  the  editor  of  the  paper  at  that  time,  was  he  not  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  a  democratic  paper,  pure  and  anadulterated,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.  It  has  been  called  sort  o'  mixed.  It  is  called  a  demo- 
cratic paper. 

Question.  This  Marschalk,  the  editor,  is  the  same  man  you  have  reason  to  believe  led 
this  gang  in  the  attack  on  your  house  ? 

Answer.  I  have  reason  to  believe  so  from  what  Mr.  Neibling  stated,  who  knew  the 
man,  and  that  he  was  the  leader  and  spokesman  of  the  party.  That  is  the  only  evi- 
dence I  have. 

Question.  He  has  since  been  killed  in  a  row? 

)Answer.  A  hat  was  left  at  my  house ;  I  had  reason  to  believe  that  the  hat  was  his. 
He  has  been  killed. 

Question.  Mr.  Jones,  of  whom  you  have  said  so  much  in  your  testimony,  is  a  native, 
I  understand,  of  Marengo  County,  Alabama  ? 
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Anstve7\  Born  in  Marengo,  from  all  I  can  learn. 

Question.  Raised  as  a  democrat  1 

Ansiver.  Well,  be  first  came  out  as  a  whig,  I  believe. 

Question.  Went  into  tbe  army  ?    Did  be  rise  to  distinction  in  tbe  confederate  army? 

Ansiver.  I  beard  tbat  in  tbe  first  figbt  at  Manassas  be  rose  about  tbat  bigb,  [tbree 
feet,  illustrating  by  gesture,]  jumped  up  witb  bis  musket,  but  did  not  sboot. 

Question.  I  mean  did  be  attain  any  rank  in  tbe  army  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  be  served  as  a  private  a  sbort  time  and  complained  of  fistula  and 
came  borne,   but  be  rode  up  to  Tennessee  witb  bis  fistula. 

Question.  I  wisb  to  get  it  fixed  definitely  in  tbe  record  up  to  wbat  time  be  acted  witb 
tbe  democratic  party  and  was  trusted  by  tbem  ? 

Ansiver.  1  do  not  tbink  be  was  ever  a  distinguisbed  member  of  tbat  party.  If  be  was 
a  member  of  it  be  was  a  very  bumble  member  of  it.  If  be  made  any  speecbes — I  bave 
beard  be  was  laugbed  at  considerably  in  speaking  for  Bell  and  Everett  prior  to  tbe  war. 

Question.  Did  I  not  understand  vou  to  say  be  advocated  tbe  election  of  Seymour  and 
Blair? 

Answer.  Sbortly  before  tbe  election  came  on  be  came  from  Montgomery  and  an- 
nounced bimself  as  a  democrat,  but  bis  announcement  consisted  cbiefly  in  cursing 
General  Dijstin  and  pointing  bis  finger  at  bim.  Dustin  would  bavo  punisbed  bim,  but 
I  stopped  bim  and  told  bim  be  would  not  stand  any  fair  cbance  in  going  at  bim  and 
bis  uncles  and  brotbers,  but  if  be  would  go  I  told  bim  I  would  see  fair  play. 

Question.  My  question  is,  did  be  advocate  the  election  of  Seymour  and  Blair  ? 

Answe)'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  be  bave  democratic  audiences  to  listen  to  bim  ? 

Ansiver.  Tbe  effort  was  to  get  negroes  to  listen  to  bim  at  tbe  time,  and  a  good  many 
wbite  persons  were  present ;  I  suppose  a  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

Question.  Were  bis  sentiments  at  tbat  time  acceptable  to  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  1  beard  a  great  many  say  they  would  use  bim  if  tbat  was  all;  but,  at  tbe 
8?ime  time,  they  had  not  a  damn  bit  of  confidence  in  bim. 

Question.  Was  be  ever  nominated  by  tbe  democratic  party  for  any  office  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never  in  the  world ;  and  be  could  not  have  gotten  one  at  the  hands 
of  the  democratic  party. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  be  not  mayor  of  Demopolis  twice  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  He  was  elected  here,  but  by  what  party  I  do  not  know. 
So  far  as  the  democratic  party  went  in  this  county  or  State  ticket,  he  never  bad  any- 
thing to  do  with  it.    I  think  be  says  be  was  a  republican. 

Mr.  Blair.  He  says  in  his  card :  ''  In  1868  I  was  unanimously  elected  by  tbe  rex^ub- 
licans  as  a  Grant  and  Colfax  elector  for  the  fourth  congressional  district.  I  was 
awfully  denounced  by  the  entire  democratic  sheets  of  Alabama.  Certain  circumstances 
turned  up  which  compelled  me  to  withdraw  as  such  elector.  As  soon  as  I  did  so,  and 
made  a  few  sijeeches  for  Seymour  and  Blair,  tbe  entire  democratic  press  began  to  heap 
such  praise  and  flattery  upon  me  tbat  I  really  felt  awkward.'^ 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  think  tbat  is  true,  tbat  the  democratic  press  heaped  praise  and 
flattery  on  him  ?  . 

Answer.  Anybody  in  the  world,  when  quitting  the  republican  party  and  joining  the 
democracy,  will  be  taken  up  and  rubbed  over  a  little  with  soft-soap.  I  suppose  they 
wanted  to  use  bim,  but  they  bad  no  earthly  confidence  in  bim  as  a  man. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  man  who  has  mingled  in  politics  all  bis  life  a  good  deal  ? 

Answer.  The  only  cbance  be  bad  to  do  anything  witb  politics  was  since  tbe  repub- 
lican party  got  into  power  here,  and  be  has  not  been  a  leader  witb  tbem  until  during 
the  last  year,  since  Burton,  and  Mattingly,  and  French,  and  others  left  here. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  that  class  of  men  appeared  to  be  honest  in 
their  convictions  and  their  attachment  to  the  republican  party,  and .  advocated  their 
principles  in  a  proper  and  respectful  way,  and  never  produced  any  discord? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  anything  to  the  contrary  at  all,  I  am  very  free  to  confess. 

Question.  At  present,  in  Marengo  County,  do  you  believe  tbat  there  is  any  hostility 
between  tbe  races  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  tbink  there  is. 

Question.  Do  you  think  tbe  antagonism  is  wide-spread  and  general  ? 

Answer.  It  is  i^retty  well  mixed.  A  great  many  negroes  w^ant  to  live  in  peace  and 
harmony  with  tbe  white  people,  and  the  white  people  universally  wish  the  same. 

Question.  It  is  their  common  interest  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir ;  but  individual  cases  are  different,  and  they  stir  up  the  worst 
element  among  the  black  race. 
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Question,  What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  freedmen,  since  the  war,  upon 
the  plantations,  as  laborers  ? 

Answer.  Until  very  recently  it  has  been  unprecedentedly  good,  considering  the  cir- 
cumstances of  past  slavery  and  present  freedom.  There  have  been  oppositions,  and 
so  on,  and  laxity  of  effort  in  the  way  of  labor,  laziness,  &c.,  but  nothing  of  the  kind 
to  any  general  extent. 

Question.  Notwithstanding  all  the  discouragements,  the  result  has  been  as  good  as 
you  could  have  expected  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  I  think  our  State  is  building  up  rapidly. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  25, 1871, 
HENRY  T.  JOHNSON  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  State  your  place  of  residence? 
Answer.  I  live  with  Major  Glover. 
Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  Farmer. 

Question.  Were  you  staying  at  Major  P.  J.  Glover^s  last  spring,  at  the  time  certain 
disguised  men  came  to  his  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  may  go  on  and  state  to  the  committee  the  particulars  of  that  visit? 

Ans2ve7\  It  was  on  Sunday  evening  ;  it  was  a  very  rainy  night ;  I  should  think  about 
1  o'clock  the  dog  was  alarmed  mightily  in  the  yard ;  1  got  up  to  see  what  was  the 
matter ;  I  didn't  see  nothing ;  I  made  the  dog  hush,  and  went  in  and  went  to  bed  again. 
Shortly  after  I  heard  something  knocking  at  the  door  in  the  yard.  I  lit  the  candle 
and  went  out  the  back  door  to  see,  and  up  stepped  a  man  to  me  and  I  told  him,  "  Good 
evening."  He  said,  "'  Good  evening,  sir."  He  asked  me  if  the  school-teacher  was  at 
home.  I  let  on  as  though  I  didn't  hear  it,  so  that  I  asked  him,  ^'  Sir  f^  I  held  the  light 
out,  and  up  come  somebody  with  a  white  sheet  over  him  and  false  face  on  him,  and  then 
this  fellow  I  was  talking  with  asked  about  the  school-teacher.  I  told  him  the  school- 
teacher was  not  at  home.  I  told  him  I  loaned  him  a  mule  when  the  sun  was  two  hours 
high,  and  he  was  going  away,  I  thought,  perhaps,  to  Macon  Station,  or  over  to  Mr. 
Quinney's  ;  and  the  two  come  and  talked  a  little  together  and  bounced  into  the  house, 
and  there  they  found  Mr.  Neibling  lying  in  Major  Glover's  bed  asleep.  They  waked  him 
up  and  ordered  him  to  come  out  with  them,  and  one  of  them  tapped  me  on  the  shoulder 
and  asked  me  why  I  told  him  a  story,  and  I  told  him  I  didn't  know  that  was  the  school- 
teacher they  were  after.  Neibling  asked  what  this  was  for ;  there  was  no  answer  given. 
They  took  him,  one  by  each  arm,  and  out  they  went ;  and  in  about,  well,  between  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  or  an  hour,  Neibling  came  back.  I  asked  him  what  they  did  with 
him.  He  said  they  had  whipped  him  good.  I  looked  at  him,  and  the  fellow  was  good 
whipped ;  it  was  surely  well  done.  That  is  all  I  know  about  the  case.  I  saw  as  much 
as  nine  men.    There  was  two  come  in  first,  and  the  balance  come  in  afterward. 

Question.  Were  they  all  disguised  ? 

Ansiver.  Disguised.  The  first  one  when  I  spoke  to  him  had  a  kind  of  a  Vandyke, 
may  be  a  white  shawl,  across  the  nose,  about  the  eyes  and  over  the  lower  part  of  the 
face,  and  the  hat  was  low  down  on  his  head. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  ? 

Anstve7\  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Question.  Were  all  the  nine  men  disguised,  you  say  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  this  first  fellow  was  not  disguised,  only  he  had  what  I  told  you  ; 
but  the  balance  of  them  I  saw  were  disguised. 

Question.  Can  you  describe  what  kind  of  disguises  they  had  on? 

Answer.  They  all  had  white  sheets  on  their  shoulders  down,  and  false  faces ;  s»me 
looked  to  be  paper  faces,  and  others  I  could  not  say ;  all  had  false  faces. 

Question.  What  kind  of  faces  ? 

Answer.  Old  hats,  some  gray,  some  black. 

Question.  Were  their  horses  disguised  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  see  the  horses  ;  they  said  the  horses  were  kept  on  the  outside  of  the 
yard,  but  I  didn't  see  them  or  hear  them. 

Question.  Was  Neibling  teaching  a  colored  school  at  that  time  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Neibling  ever  tell  you  what  they  whipped  him  for  ? 

Answer.  He  says  he  couldn't  find  out. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  the  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  any  one  of  them  ever  been  found  out  or  identified  since  f 
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Answer,  No,  sir.    We  have  tried  our  best  to  find  them  out,  but  couldn't. 

Question.  Did  you  follow  their  tracks  to  ascertain  where  they  came  from  ? 

Atisiver.  No,  sir;  they  went  out  of  the  yard;  I  was  naked  and  it  was  raining  ;  against 
I  had  my  breeches  and  double-barreled  shot-gun  they  were  out  of  sight,  and  Neibling 
said  they  went  on  their  horses  as  hard  as  they  could  after  they  whipped  him. 

Question.  How  many  licks  did  he  say  they  struck? 

Answer.  A  hundred  and  fifty. 

Question.  Had  he  ever  received  any  warning  or  notice  to  leave  before  he  was  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Not  as  I  know  of. 

Question.  He  long  did  he  stay  after  he  was  whipped  ? 

Ansiver.  He  staid  until  August. 

Question.  He  was  whipped  in  April  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  last  day  of  April  I  believe  it  was,  the  30th,  I  believe. 

Question.   Did  you  suppose  them  to  be  a  band  of  Ku-Klux  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  what  they  may  be  sir ;  they  were  drunk  with  whisky.  They 
were  something ;  you  may  call  them  Ku-Klux ;  I  would  call  them  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Had  you  heard  of  Ku-Klux  in  the  country  before  that  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  not  in  this  county. 

Question.   How  long  have  you  been  living  down  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  living  there  just  a  year  and  a  half.  I  had  been  living  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Demopolis  here  since  the  war. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  the  South  ? 

Auswer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  a  Norwegian  by  birth.  I  was  in  the  Yankee  army,  and  I  got 
my  discharge  iu  this  place.  I  was  in  the  Yankee  army  four  years  and  seven  months, 
and  since  that  I  have  stopped  around  about  the  country,  and  twelve  miles  from  this 
place,  all  but  one  year,  when  I  was  down  about  twenty-five  miles. 

Question.  Do  you  ever  attend  the  elections  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  vote  ? 

Answer.  I  voted  twice  since  I  have  been  in  the  country ;  that  was  for  the  court-house 
when  it  was  to  be  moved  away  from  here  to  Linden,  and  voted  for  it  to  go  to  Dayton, 
and  then  I  voted  for  sheriff  a  month  ago. 

Question.  Who  did  you  vote  for  for  sheriff  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Michael,  the  sheriff  of  this  place. 

Question.  Is  he  a  demecrat  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  he  is ;  I  don't  know  really  what  he  is. 

Questioji.  Was  Mr.  Neibling  a  moral,  good  young  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  a  fine  young  man. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  of  good  character  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  man  of  good  character  as  far  as  I  know;  he  was  a  well-raised 
boy  ;  he  looked  to  be  harmless. 

Question.  You  knew  of  no  cause  of  offense  this  party  had  against  him  except  his 
teaching  a  colored  school  ? 

Answer.  I  didn't  know  of  any  offense  at  all. 

Question.  Is  it  your  supposition  that  they  whipped  him  because  he  was  teaching  a 
colored  school  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  sometimes  think  that,  and  other  times  I  think  they  whipped  him, 
may  be,  prejudiced  against  the  owner  of  the  plantation,  because  he  has  laborers  and 
can  get  laborers,  and  prejudice  against  him  ;  that  was'  the  only  revenge  they  could 
take.    That  is  the  most,  I  think. 

Question.  Was  Neibling  laboring  for  him  ? 

Ariswer.  No,  sir ;  teaching  the  school ;  and-  teaching  the  school  induced  the  negroes 
to  go  and  work  for  Major  Glover,  and  the  major  had  many  laborers,  and  could  get  them, 
and  that  school  would  entice  the  negroes  to  come  there  and  live,  to  get  the  children  to 
school.    It  was  the  prejudice,  I  think. 

Question.  Was  this  a  white  man,  the  upper  part  of  whose  face  you  could  see  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  no  doubt  it  was  a  party  of  white  men  ? 

Answer.  I  couldn't  tell ;  I  think  it  was  white  men,  but  this  I  saw  was  a  white  man. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  other  persons  being  molested  or  any  freedmen 
down  there  being  whipped  by  parties  at  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  in  this  county. 

Question.  Have  you  in  an  adjoining  county? 

Answer.   I  have  not,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  killing  of  any  persons  in  that  portion  of  the  county 
by  joen  in  the  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  has  not.  I  heard  there  was  some  men  shot  at  Dr.  Smith's  a  month 
ago,  and  they  was  said  to  be  black  men. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE.  1 353 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  killing  of  a  colored  man  down  there  named  West- 
brook  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  stay  pretty  close  at  home  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  except  on  Major  Glover's  business  I  never  go.  I  have  nobody  to 
visit,  and  don't  visit  nobody. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  these  men  were  drunk  with  whisky  ? 

Answer.  They  smelt  of  whisky. 

Question.  Smelt  strong  of  whisky  ? 

Answer.  ,Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  your  impression  that  the  young  man  was  whipped  because  Major 
Glover  had  plenty  of  hands  to  work  upon  his  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  could  get  plenty  of  them. 

Question.  And  because  they  came  there  for  this  school? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  would  entice  others  to  go,  and  also  they  were  more  prejudiced 
against  him  as  others  wanted  to  teach  school  as  he  had  ;  because  he  had  pretty  good 
pay,  $75  a  month  ;  it  may  be  others  wanted  the  school,  and  he  had  it.  They  may  have 
wanted  to  scare  him  away  to  get  the  position. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 
Question.  Was  this  school  kept  on  Major  Glover's  land,  on  his  plantation  ? 
Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question:  Did  the  people  generally  of  the  county  take  part  with  Mr.  Glover? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  ail  on  his  side  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  as  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  expression  of  condemnation  for  the  active  and  zeal- 
ous manner  in  which  Mr.  Glover  took  the  part  of  the  boy  who  was  whipped  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not ;  nobody  ever  expressed  this  at  all,  to  me  in  any  way 
about  that. 

Question.  Those  who  you  heard  express  themselves  approved  of  what  Mr.  Glover  did 
in  reference  to  it  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  a  fact  that  the  people  of  the  county  generally  approved  the  stand  Mr. 
Glover  took  about  that  matter. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  as  far  as  I  know. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  If  you  never  went  abroad,  how  do  you  know  what  the  people  of  the  county 
said  about  it  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  much  abroad,  only  on  the  place,  and  I  come  sometimes  once  a  month 
gD  town  as  he  sends  me.  I  am  generally  at  home ;  you  find  me  there  Sunday,  Monday, 
or  any  day. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  When  you  do  come  to  town  and  whenever  you  see  any  of  the  white  people, 
this  matter  being  a  topic  of  conversation,  this  business  of  the  whipping  of  this  boy  on 
your  plantation  being  a  matter  talked  about  among  the  people,  they  always  approve 
the  course  that  Mr.  Glover  took  in  reference  to  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  is  your  understanding  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  that  is  my  understanding. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  white  man  condemn  what  he  did  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  dare  not  do  it  in  my  hearing,  either. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  many  white  people  have  you  heard  speak  about  it  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  several  speak  about  it  and  -say  Major  Glover  was  right,  and 
if  he  needed  assistance  they  would  go  and  assist  him,  as  many  as  he  wanted ;  they  told 
me  so. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  a  dozen  speak  of  it  ? 

A^iswer.  Yes,  sir ;  more  than  a  dozen  j  if  he  needed  assistance  to  stay  up  at  the  night, 
they  would  go  and  help  him. 
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By  Mr.  Buan : 

Question.  I  understand  there  was  some  intimation  tliat  those  men  meant  to  execute 
their  threat  to  drive  young  Neibling  out  of  the  county  ? 

An8we>\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  were  offered  assistance  by  the  white  people  to  resist  them  if 
they  came  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  certainly. 

B^^  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  made  Neibling  leave  in  August  ? 

Answer,  His  school  was  about  up,  and  he  took  sick  of  the  intermittent  fever ;  he  was 
sick  several  times,  but  he  took  very  sick,  and  he  wanted  to  go  home  any  way,  and  he 
thought  that  he  had  better  go  home,  and  he  would  be  cured  easier  there  than  here. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qiiestiori.  He  was  not  afraid  to  stay  here  ? 

Answer.  No  ;  he  wasn't  afraid  to  stay  ;  he  need  not  be. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  Ocioher  25, 1871 

JAMES  A.  R.  QUINNEY  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairiman.  General  Blair,  having  called  this  witness,  will  please  examine 
him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  AVliere  do  you  live  ? 

Ansiver.  I  live  in  this  county,  near  Spring  Hill. 

Question.  Did  you  hear,  Mr.  Quinney,  anything  about  the  killing  of  a  man  named 
Robin  Westbrook  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  it  ? 

Anstve)\  I  do  not. 

Question.  How  far  did  he  live  from  you  ? 

Ansiver.  I  suppose  about  fourteen  miles. 

Question.  As  much  as  that  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  wanted  to  know  from  you  where  you  were  the  night  of  that  killing  ? 
*  Ansiver.  The  night  of  that  killing — said  to  be  the  night  of  that  killing,  I  did  not  see 
the  man— I  was  in  Jefferson,  in  this  county. 

Question.  How  near  is  that  to  where  he  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  He  was  killed  in  Jefferson,  I  suppose. 

Question.  You  were  there  the  night  he  was  killed.    Where  were  you  staying  ? 

Ansiver.  At  John  Crudip's. 

Question.  Did  you  stay  there  all  night  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  From  sundown? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  I  got  there  a  little  before  sundown,  and  staid  there  until  after 
breakfast  next  morning. 

Question.  Were  Crudip's  sons  there  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes-,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  out  of  the  house  that  night  ? 

Ansiver.  Crudip  ? 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  If  he  was  before  between  10  and  11, 1  never  missed  him;  if  he  was,  it  was 
to  step  out  and  back  again.  I  sat  up,  I  recollect,  until  between  10  and  11  o'clock, 
when  we  laid  down. 

Question.  Were  his  boys  both  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  both. 

Question.  Did  they  leave  the  house  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  time  did  they  leave  the  house  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think,  sir,  it  was— well,  day  was  breaking.  I  staid  all  night  at  Mr.  Cru- 
dijys,  and  this  is  why  we  set  up  so  late.  His  two  sons,  their  mother  was  fixing  for 
them  to  go  on  a  visit  to  Greene  County ;  and  we  sat  up  until  between  10  and  11 
o'clock,  and  was  fixing  for  them  to  start,  and  then  the  two  boys  and  myself  went  to 


ioogle 


ALABAMA — SUB-COMMITTEE,  1355 

bed  in  the  same  room ;  aud,  I  think,  between  3  and  4  o'clock,  they  got  up  and 
started. 

Question.  Started  for  Greene  County  ? 

Answ&r.  Yes,  sir ;  for  Greene  County. 

Question.  Could  Crudip  and  his  son  have  been  absent  that  night,  and  engaged  in  the 
killing  of  this  man,  without  your  knowing  it? 

Answer.  It  is  possible  that  they  might,  sir;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  hardly 
probable. 

Question.  You  were  in  the  same  room  with  the  boys  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  lay  in  the  same  room  with  them  that  night. 

Question.  You  did  not  miss  them  during  the  night  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  until  they  got  up  next  morning.  I  saw  them  lie  down  ;  we  all 
lay  down  about  the  same  time,  and  next  morning  when  they  got  up,  to  start  over  to 
Greene  or  Hale — I  do  not  remember  exactly  'which,  for  they  told  me  overnight  they 
were  going  early  next  morning — they  got  up  then,  in  the  same  room  we  all  lay  in.  I 
do  not  think  it  is  hardly  probable  that  they  left  the  room  during  the  night. 

Question.  Is  one  of  them  named  George  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  George. 

Question,  The  old  man  was  in  a  different  room  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  in  a  different  room. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  sleep  sound  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  did  not  sleep  very  sound,  because  it  was  exceedingly  warm,  and 
a  close  room. 

Question.  Did  you  wake  during  the  night  ? 

Answer.  I  did  wake  up  two  or  three  times. 

Question.  'Do  you  know  at  what  hours  you  woke  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  connection  between  the  room  where  you  slept  and  that 
where  Mr.  Crudip  was  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  passage  or  partition,  I  think,  between  where  I  slept  and  Mr. 
Crudip. 

Question,  He  could  have  got  up  and  gone  out,  and  come  back  again,  without 
your  knowing  anything  about  it  ? 

Answer.  He  could  have  done  so,  sit. 

Question.  You  think  if  either  of  the  boys  had  got  up,  you  could  have  heard  it  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  they  did,  because  I  was  awakened  frequently  during  the 
night,  and  heard  the  boys,  and  we  were  lying  all  in  the  same  room  together. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Westbrook's  body  that  day  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nor  would  not  have  known  anything  in  the  world  about  it.  I  should 
have  left  next  morning  without  knowing  anything  about  it,  but  I  was  sitting  out  on 
the  piazza,  and  saw  a  buggy  pass,  and  as  it  passed  it  overtook  a  negro  woman,  and  I 
heard  the  man  in  the  buggy  ask  her  something,  and  she  says,  "  He  was  killed ;"  and  he 
says,  "  Who  killed  him  f  and  she  says,  ^''  Some  white  men,  I  reckon. ''  That  is  every- 
thing I  heard  as  they  passed.  When  Mr.  Crudip  came  in  I  says,  '^  Did  you  hear  of  any 
disturbance  in  town  ?"  He  said,  '^No."  I  said,  '^If  I  did  not  misunderstand  the  negro 
^voman,  as  Mr.  Simmons  passed  here  this  morning,  she  said  some  one  was  killed,  and 
by  white  persons."  He  says,  "  Let  us  go  up  town  and  see  if  we  can  hear  anything 
about  it.''    We  went  up  to  the  post-office,  and  Mr.  Crudip  asked  about  it. 

Question,  What  did  Mr.  Crudip  follow  for  a  living? 

Answer.  He  is  a  farmer,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  How  far  is  it  from  where  Mr.  Crudip  lives  to  the  place  where  Mr.  West- 
brook  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  If  I  am  correctly  informed  about  where  he  was  killed — I  did  not  see  Mm; 
but  I  understood  it  was  on  a  certain  lot  that  a  man  there  occupied — I  suppose  it  is  a 
quarter  of  a  mile. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  It  was  after  11  o'clock  when  you  went  to  bed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  between  10  and  II ;  and  then  we  lay  there  and  talked  for  some 
time  after  we  lay  down,  until  it  might  have  been  11. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  all  the  family  lie  down  at  the  same  time  you  did? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.    I  think  Mrs.  Crudip  and  Miss  Crudip,  the  aunt  of  the 
boys,  were  making  preparation  for  the  boys  to  start  next  morning  on  this  visit. 
Question.  When  you  retired  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  did  not  lie  down  when  we  did. 
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Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  25, 1872. 
MARY  ELIZA  WILLIAMS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  your  husband's  name  ? 

Answer.  Ezekiel  Williams, 

Question.  Where  did  your  husband  live  before  his  death  ? 

Answer.  At  Mrs.  SeibePs,  down  here  in  the  swamp. 

Question.  Down  in  Sumter  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  if  your  husband  was  killed. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  he  killed  ? 

Ansiver.  He  was  killed  just  three  days  before  the  court. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? 

Ansu)er.  It  has  been  nearly  two  weeks  now.  Has  it  been  two  weeks  since  court  up 
there  at  Livingston  ? 

Question.  I  do  not  know. 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  has  been  two  weeks ;  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Who  killed  him  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  the  men  that  killed  him  ;  I  know  a  few  of  them. 

Question.  Where  was  he  at  the  time  he  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  He  was  in  jail  in  Livingston. 

Question.  Livingston  is  the  county-seat  of  Sumter  County,  is  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  he  in  jail  for  ? 

A7i8wer.  They  said  he  killed  Mr.  Collins  the  time  of  the  fuss  out  of  my  house  at  night. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Collins  a  white  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  had  your  husband  been  in  jail  ? 

An8wei\  A  little  over  a  year ;  about  two  or  three  months  over  a  year. 

Question.  Had  he  ever  had  his  trial  ? 

Atisiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  a  party  come  and  take  him  out  of  jail  and  kill  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  they  kill  him  ? 

Ansioer.  They  just  tied  him  and  carried  him  down  to  a  place  called  Sucarnochee. 

Question.  How  far  was  that  from  the  jail  ? 

Answer.  Two  or  three  miles,  I  think  they  said,  on  the  railroad,  down  on  the  creek; 
he  was  killed  right  on  the  creek, 

Question.  How  did  they  kill  him  1 

Answer.  They  shot  him. 

Question.  How  many  balls  were  fired  into  his  body  ? 

Answer.  So  many  I  couldn't  tell ;  one  man  said  he  put  fifteen  in  him. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  concerned  in  taking  him  outof  jail  and  killing  him  I 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  you  how  many  there  was ;  I  did  hear  once,  but  I  forgot.  There^ 
was  seventeen  or  eighteen.    I  don't  know. 

Question.  Did.  the  men  have  any  disguises  on  ? 

Ansiver.  Sir  ? 

Question.  Did  the  men  have  any  disguises  ;  anythii^g  over  their  faces  ? 

Answer.  I  wasn't  there  when  they  took  him  out ;  he  was  dead  when  I  heard  it ;  but 
I  know  several  of  the  men  that  were  there. 

Question.  How  did  you  find  out  ? 

Answer.  They  went  off,  like  this  evening,  and  to-morrow  evening  they  came  back 
bome,  when  they  could  tell  Zeke  was  dead ;  they  were  in  it  ,•  they  had  said  they  were 
going  to  kill  him. 

Question.  You  may  state  the  names  of  the  persons  you  supposed  to  have  been  con- 
cerned in  the  killing. 

Answer.  Mr.  Farris  Beville,  Johnny  Faris ;  there  is  three  more  to  come  yet,  but  I 
have  forgot ;  there  was  one  named  Billy  Hillman ;  John  Myers. 
Question.  Any  more  you  can  remember  ? 

Answei\  Jack  McCree,  Mr.  Rafe  Grayson.    I  do  not  know  any  more  than  that. 
Question.  Now  tell  the  committee  again  the  reasons  why  you  supposed  the  persons 
you  have  just  named  were  concerned  in  the  killing  of  your  husband. 

Ansiver.  Well,  they  said  they  were  going  to  have  vengeance  back. 
Question.  Who  said  that  ? 

Answe7\  Mr.  Faris  and  all  them  men  that  were  down  at  my  house. 
Question.  They  said  they  were  going  to  have  vengeance  on  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  When  did  they  say  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  directly  after  the  first  Ku-Kluxing  there  at  my  house,  when  this 
man  got  killed. 

Question.  This  man  had  got  killed  at  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Collins ;  he  attended  to  the  railroad. 

Question.  How  did  he  happen  to  get  killed  ? 

Answer.  He  was  Ku-Kluxing,  and  they  shot  him  ;  they  came  there  and  shot  into  the 
house,  and  I  had  to  run  out  with  my  children. 

Question.  That  was  about  a  year  ago  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  last  year. 

Question.  How  many  men  came  with  him  ?  , 
.  Answer.  So  many  I  couldn't  see  ;  it  was  dark. 

Question.  Were  there  a  great  many  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  shoot  into  the  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  smack  through  my  smoke-house,  and  through  the  dairy,  and 
through  the  log,  but  it  happened  the  log  was  seasoned,  so  they  didn't  come  in  the 
house,  and  I  took  my  child  and  ran  to  the  door.  I  said,  "  Gfentlemen,  don't  shoot.  I 
have  done  nothing ;  here  is  my  child ;"  and  one  said,  '^  Don't  shoot  the  woman ;  she  is 
with,  the  children."    My  husband  wasn't  in  the  house. 

Question.  Had  he  any  notion  that  they  were  coming? 

Answer.  He  had  heard  it,  but  didn't  believe  it. 

Question.  Had  he  gone  out  of  the  way  ? 

Answei\  He  had  gone  away  to  his  brother-in-law  Peter's. 

Question.  Who  was  it  that  led  these  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Collins. 

Question.  Who  killed  him  ? 

Answer.  They  didn't  know  who  killed  him  ? 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  some  of  their  own  number  killed  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  he  didn't  know  who  killed  him ;  just  as  apt  to  have  been 
the  other  side  as  the  black  people. 

Question.  Was  any  gun  fired  from  your  house  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Your  husband  was  not  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  suspect  your  husband  of  killing  this  man ;  was  that  what  he 
was  taken  up  for  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  kept  in  jail  for  a  year  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Moore  did.  After  they  took  him  up  from  Belmont,  Mr.  Seibela 
said  he  could  not  take  him — he  was  in  his  charge — except  on  a  writ,  and  he  drew  a  pis- 
tol on  him  and  told  him  he  would  shoot  him. 

Question.  Who  drew  the  pistol  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Moore,  the  sheriff,  and  when  they  got  Zeke  out  two  or  three  miles,  as  he 
said  to  me  when  I  first  went  to  see  him,  "  Mr.  Moore  told  me  to  just  ride  on  like  a  gen- 
tleman, and  he  would  return  me  back  to  Belmont ;"  but  he  never  did  it. 

Question.  He  took  him  to  jail  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  was  JEiigh  sheriff. 

Question.  Was  there  auy  proof  that  your  husband  had  killed  that  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  what  he  said. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  They  took  him  out  three  days  before  court  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Question.  This  month  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  first  part  of  the  month  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  took  him  down  the  railroad  ? 
An8wei\  Yes,  sir ;  at  a  place  they  call  Sucarnochee. 
Question.  And  there  shot  him  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  shot  him  all  to  pieces. 
Question.  You  saw  him  after  he  was  shot  ? 
Ansivei\  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Hh^^  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  people  being  shot  in  that  part  of  ihB 
country  ? 
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Ansiver.  In  the  time  they  were  Ku-Kluxing  they  had  a  fuss  down  at  my  house  in 
Belmont,  and  a  man  was  killed  between  11 — about  9  o^clock,  I  think.  He  was  working 
in  the  field ;  and  they  conldn^t  get  anybody  that  night,  and  they  shot  him  down  in  the 
field,  light  on  the  road. 

Question.  When  was  that  ? 

Answer.  That  was  last  year,  when  they  were  Ku-Kluxing.  They  buried  him  in  Bel- 
mont. 

Question.  Did  the  Kn-Klux  kill  him  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  shot  him  down  in  the  day-time. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Qnestion.  What  was  his  name  ? 
Answer.  I  didn^t  know  his  name.    He  had  a  wife  there  at  Mr.  Billy  McCree's. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Any  other  colored  people  killed  that  you  know  of  by  Ku-Klux  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  being  whipped  ? 

Answer.  They  whipped  a  few  at  Livingston ;  going  on  to  Livingston )  when  they 
broke  up  here  to  Belmont,  they  whipped  a  few. 
Question.  How  far  did  you  live  from  Livingston  ? 
Answer'.  I  think  they  say  it  was  eleven  miles. 
Question.  Are  there  any  colored  schools  kept  down  there  ? 
Amiver.  There  is  one  at  Mr.  Travis's.    That  is  the  only  one. 
Question.  Has  that  ever  been  interfered  with  by  the  Ku-Klux  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  been  taken  np  for  killing  your  husband  ? 
Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  they  said  they  didn't  know  who  did  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  people  who  saw  him  taken  out  of  jail  that  night? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir.    He  hollered.    Uncle  John  said  he  hollered  murder. 

Question.  John  who  ? 

Answer.  He  stays  in  Livingston ;  he  buried  him ;  they  didn't  allow  but  one  man  to 
bury  him — an  old  black  man. 

Question.  Did  this  old  black  man  hear  him  halloo  as  they  took  him  out  of  jail  ? 

Answer.  They  all  heard  him  all  over  the  jail.  They  took  him  with  the  first  light  of 
day ;  took  him  out  of  the  cell. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  How  did  they  get  him  out  of  jail? 
Answer.  They  had  the  keys. 
Question.  Did  the  jailer  give  up  the  keys  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  they  were  going  to  kill  him,  and  his  wife  give  them  the 
keys. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  What  is  the  jailer's  name  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Moore.  And  they  took  his  pistols  from  him,  I  sent  and  got  his  clothes ; 
but  they  said  the  people  took  the  pistols,  and  I  never  got  them,  nor  his  knife  neither. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Did  he  have^is  pistols  with  him  at  the  time  he  was  taken  up  to  jail? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  hauling  up  his  cotton  to  Belmont. 

Question.  And  they  took  away  his  pistols  and  knife,  and  you  never  have  seen  them 
since  ? 
Answ€i\  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  you  recognized  Faris  Beville  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  disguised  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  came  back  a  little  before  day,  and  the  people  saw  them  when 
they  came,  but  they  wouldn't  make  no  talk  of  it. 

Question.  What  people  ? 

Ansiver.  The  colored  people. 

Question.  Saw  vf ho '^ 

Ansivei\  Saw  Mr.  Faris  going  from  Livingston,  and  next  day,  about  10  o'clock,  they 
wSe  telling  about  Zeke  beinfg  dead.  That  was  Friday  and  Saturday.  The  colored 
people  saw  them  as  they  were  going  down  to  Livingston,  just  about  day,  after  he  was 
killed. 
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Qitestion.  You  did  not  recognize  any  of  them  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  didn't  see  them,  but  they  were  missing.  That  night  they  were 
missing.  They  went  away  this  time  in  the  evening ;  they  came  home  about  daylight, 
and  Friday  they  were  talking  about  that  Zeke  was  dead;  that  they  got  Zeke  out  of 
jail  and  killed  him — somebody  had — and  Saturday  they  got  the  straight  news  of  it. 

Question.  Do  all  these  men  live  in  Livingston — Faris,  Beville,  John  Faris.  Billy 
Hillman,  John  Myers,  Jack  McCree,  and  Rufe  Grayson  ? 

Ansiver.  Them  you  have  called,  Faris,  Beville,  and  Johnny  Faris  lives  on  the  same 
place  I  live  on,  but  Rufe  Grayson  and  them  live  up  about  Belmont,  and  Mr.  Jack 
McCree. 

Question.  They  live  about  Belmont  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  :  and  this  Billy  Hillman  and  John  Myers^live  this  side  of  Belmont, 
coming  toward  here. 

Question.  Faris,  Beville,  and  John  Myers  live  on  the  same  place  you  live  on  ? 

Answer.  Ye%  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  were  concerned  in  the  murder  of  your  husband  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  for  they  said  they  Avere  going  to  kill  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  say  they  were  going  to  kill  him? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  't  directly  after  the  fuss  had  at  my  house  last  year. 

Question.  Immediately  after  Collins  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  just  a  little  before  court  was  going  to  set,  they  said — Johnny 
Faris  and  Jack  McCree,  and  Beville  said — they  were  going  to  Livingston  to  doii^U  they 
could  against  Zeke. 
'  Question.  Is  that  all  the  evidence  you  have  upon  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  is  not  all  the  evidence,  but  I  heard  them  say  they  were  going 
to  kill  him,  and  I  know  if  they  said  that  they  would  do  more. 

Qfiestion.  That  is  all  you  know  about  it ;  you  did  not  recognize  them  there  that  night  ? 

Answer.  They  were  missing  from  home,  and  they  saw  them  coming  in  next  morning 
before  day. 

Question.  Who  saw  them  coming  in  ? 

Answer.  A  man  living  on  the  place—  Charles. 

Question.  A  black  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  is  a  pretty  serious  case  you  make  against  these  men,  and  that  is  very 
light  evidence  upon  which  to  arraign  men  for  such  a  murder  ? 

Ansiver.  Well,  they  were  there  that  night ;  some  folks  could  tell  you  so  because  they 
went  there.  There  was  fifteen  left  the  place  right  around  the  neighborhood  where  I 
lived,  and  we  were  picking  cotton,  and  fifteen  went  and  crossed  the  ford  of  the  river, 
and  only  three  of  them  came  back,  and  I  know  they  said  the  boj^s  all  left  them  at 
Jones's  JBluft'.  These  men  went  deer-hunting  ;  went  over  the  river,  and  when  Mr.  Be- 
ville and  his  brother  Johnny  came  back,  they  said  the  boys  all  left  them,  and  they 
staid  all  night,  and  the  next  evening  they  went  on  to  Livingston,  and  next  morning 
they  come  in  before  day,  and  they  could  tell  by  that ;  with  all  the  talk  all  the  time  he 
was  in  jail.  At  the  time  that  Mr.  Jones  spoke  in  Belmont,  ever  since  they  have  been 
at  him — at  the  time  he  spoke  they  got  to  fighting,  and  ^eke  jumped  up  and  told  him 
he  would  stand  at  his  back,  and  two  weeks  after  that  they  came  down  to  his  house 
Ku-Kluxing,  and  ever  since  they  have  been  at  him,  and  all  the  time  on  they  were  tell- 
ing him  he  was  the  big  man ;  w^as  taking  up  with  Will  Jones.  He  was  in  jail,  and  Mr. 
Jones  was  here,  not  caring  nothing  about  him  ;  and  they  told  that  he  would  be  hung 
and  would  not  go  home  alive,  and  so  he  never  came  back. 

Question.  Did  not  they  mean  that  he  would  be  hung  by  the  law  for  killing  Collins  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know,  sir,  what  they  meant;  but  that  was  what  they  were  telling  all 
the  time. 

By  Mr.  Buckley; 

Question.  Did  they  charge  him  with  killing  Collins  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  time  of  the  fuss  had  at  my  house,  it  was  at  night,  dark,  and 
they  were  shooting,  and  Collins  got  killed ;  and  next  morning  he  was  found  at  my 
house,  and  the  black  people  all  gathered  up,  and  wouldn't  let  them  have  him  for  two 
days,  and  Zeke  took  the  paper  in  his  pocket,  and  he  said  he  was  going  to  fetch  it  to 
Mr.  Jones.  I  don't  know  whether  he  got  it ;  his  name  was  on  there  on  that  paper,  and 
Nathan  Jones,  and  Wash  Shackelford,  aad  Aaron  Thedford. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  they  colored  people  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queetiofi.  Did  Collins  have  a  disguise  on  when  he  was  shot  ? 
Answer.  Pie  had  on  a  uniform. 
Question.  What  kind  of  a  uniform  ? 
Answer.  Just  a  blue  suit  out  and  out — a  roundabout ;  it  didn't  have  any  tail. 
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Question.  Was  Collins  a  young  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  wasn't  married ;  he  was  a  poor  man. 

Question.  What  did  he  follow  for  a  living  j  what  was  his  business  ? 

Answer.  The  white  people  in  Belmont  sent  for  him  to  come  here  and  Ku-Klux ;  the 
whole  troop  from  Livington  and  Warsaw,  and  all  around  there;  it  looked  like,  in  the 
day-time,  it  was  two  or  three  hundred,  or  more  than  that ;  they  staid  in  Belmont,  I 
believe,  two  days  and  a  night. 

Question.  Was  he  supposed  to  be  a  leader  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  Did  he  follow  that  business  ? 

Answer.  He  said  so ;  he  said  he  just  wanted  to  kill  Zeke,  and  that  would  make  his 
five  hundred  men  he  killed  since  the  surrender  ,*   Mr.  Collins  said  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  did  he  say  that  to  ? 

Answer.  He  was  telling  the  white  people,  and  some  of  the  black  ones  got  hold  of  i-t 
and  got  to  talking  about  it. 

Question.  Who  did  he  tell  that  to  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  McCree,  and  them  men  standing  there  in  Belmont. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  Mr.  McCree  so  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  can  tell  you  so  if  he  has  a  mind  io ;  he  said  if  he  killed  Zeke 
that  night,  that  would  make  his  five  hundred  men. 

Question.  Which  McCree  was  that  ? 

Answer.  Jack  McCree. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question.  Was  Jack  McCree  one  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  He  was  down  at  my  house  that  night  with  the  Ku-Klux,  and  Beville  and 
Farris,  and  Myers,  and  a  heap  more  of  our  neighborhood  men ;  but  I  did  not  recognize 
any  but  them ;  but  they  were  all  there. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  That  was  the  time  they  shot  into  your  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  have  anything  over  their  faces  ? 

Answei\  No,  sir ;  no  gown  at  all ;  just  horseback  ;  they  had  on  their  hats. 

Question.  You  saw  their  faces  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  I  saw  their  faces.  I  ran  to  the  door  with  my  child,  and  said,  "Gen- 
tlemen, don't  shoot  me,  for  I  have  done  nothing  to  be  shot.''  McCree  spoke,  and  said, 
^' I  tell  you  not  to  shoot  that  woman  with  her  child;"  and  after  the  fuss  I  asked  him, 
and  he  said  yes,  he  did  say  so ;  he  tried  to  get  them  not  to  go  down  to  my  yard,  and 
they  would  do  it. 

Question.  Mr.  McCree  told  you  he  said  this  ? 

Answe7\  Yes,  sir ;  after  they  declared  peace,  I  asked  him  if  it  wasn't  him  spoke  that 
night ;  he  said,  "  Yes ;  I  tried  to  get  them  boys  not  to  go  there,  but  they  would  do  it." 
He  was  there  that  night,  too. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  26,  1872. 
MACK  TINKER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

ATisiver.  I  am  living  in  Choctaw  County,  about  six  miles  south  of  Desotoville. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  that  county  ? 

Ansiver.  I  have  been  living  there  about  fourteen  years,  and  I  went  up  to  Sumter 
and  went  back  to  my  old  home  again,  and  I  am  living  there  now. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  colored  men  in  that  county  having  been  whipped  or 
killed  ? 

Answet\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  the  committee  who  have  been  killed. 

Answer.  Abe  Lyon  was  the  first  one  I  knew  that  got  killed  there  since  I  have  been 
down  there. 

^estion.  Who  else  ? 

Answer.  The  next  one  was  Mike  Dunn. 

Question.  When  was  he  killed  ? 
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Answer,  I  can^t  tell  you,  gentlemen,  the  day  nor  the  month,  for  I  never  took  notice ; 
I  took  notice  then,  but  It  has  gone  out  of  my  memory. 

Question.  Was  it  this  year  or  last  year  ? 

Answer.  This  year. 

QuesUon.  Did  you  know  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  knew  him  very  well. 

Question.  When  was  he  killed ;  in  the  day-time  or  night-time  f 

Ansiver.  He  was  killed  in  the  night-time. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer.  By  the  Ku-Klux,  was  what  was  said. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  of  family  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  Ku-Klux  visit  his  house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  went  to  his  house. 

Question.  Were  the  family  abed  and  asleep  at  the  time  ? 

Ansujcr.  I  don^t  know  whether  his  wife  was  asleep  or  not,  but  I  know  he  waa  lying 
down,  from  what  they  said.  I  was  there  when  they  made  the  inquest.  They  said  he 
was  in  bed. 

Question.  How  many  Ku-Klux  were  said  to  have  been  there  ? 

Answer.  From  the  description,  there  were  between  twenty  and  twenty-five.  There 
may  have  been  more,  but  I  heard  them  say  that. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  whether  they  were  disguised  ? 

Ansuwr.  They  said  that  they  came  in  the  house. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  in  this  house  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  took  him  out,  I  reckon,  about  two  hundred  yards. 

Question.  How  did  they  kill  him  ? 

Ansiver.  They  shot  him. 

Question.  What  was  the  offense  ?    What  did  they  have  against  him  ? 

Ansiuer.  Til  tell  you  what  I  heard.  They  said  he  talked  too  much  ;  that  he  was  put- 
ting out  some  threats  of  what  he  would  do  if  the  Ku-Klux  came  to  his  house  after  him. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  been  taken  up  or  punished  for  killing  Mike  Dunn  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  a  coroiier's  inquest  held  over  his  dead  body  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  mentioned  two  instances — Abe  Lyon  and  Mike  Dunn.  Go  on  and 
state  to  the  committee  any  other  murders  you  have  heard  of  or  know  of. 

Answer.  The  next  murder,  after  Mike  Dunn,  was  Isham  Ezell.    I  knew  him,  too. 

Question.  Was  that  this  year  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  these  I  am  telling  you  of  were  this  year. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  he  was  killed  by  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Supposed  to  be  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  thing. 

Question.  How  many  were  concerned  in  his  killing  ? 

Answer.  They  said  there  was  about  fifteen  men  that  they  give  an  account  of  that 
was  there.    They  said  that  they  saw  that  many. 

Question.  What  was  he  killed  for  ? 

Ansiver.  Some  said  he  was  killed  about  a  woman  he  had  took  down,  and  some  said 
he  had  cursed  the  white  people,  and  all  such  as  that,  so  I  never  could  get  nothing 
straight  of  that.    I  just  tell  you  that  as  I  heard  it. 

Question.  What  woman  had  he  taken  there  ? 

Answer.  A  woman  named  Jane  Ward. 

Question.  A  colored  woman  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  been  taken  up  or  punished  for  killing  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  no  person  at  all. 
Question.  Go  on  with  the  next  one. 

Answer.  The  next  one  was  Lem  Campbell. 
Question.  Was  he  killed  this  year,  too  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  killed  this  year. 
Question.  By  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questio7i.  How  many  were  concerned  in  killing  him  ? 

Answer.  I  don'fc  know,  sir ;  they  said  there  was  a  great  many,  but  I  never  heard  ex- 
actly how  many  they  thought  there  was  there. 

Question.  What  was  he  killed  for  ?    What  was  his  offense  ? 

AUswcr.  Nothing  that  they  could  have  account  of;  only  the  citizens  around  there 
allowed  it  must  have  been  a  mistake  ;  that  the  man  you  had  here  yesterday  was^  the 
one.  He  lived  there,  I  reckon,  about  fifty  or  one  hundred  yards  from  him.  They  first 
came  up  to  his  house ;  that  is  the  way  his  wife  gave  it  in ;  I  heard  her^  He  was  lying 
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down,  and  tliey  called  him,  and  he  got  up.  They  said,  "  Is  this  you,  old  man  Lem  V^ 
Ho  said,  ''Yes,  sir."  They  said,  ''Get  up  and  make  a  light."  He  made  a  light.  They 
said,  "Where's  old  man  William?"  He  said,  "I  reckon  he  is  down  at  his  house." 
The  Ku-Klux  said,  "  Do  you  know  me  ?"  He  said,  ''No,  sir."  He  says,  "  I  know  you 
if  you  don't  know  me,  and  you  will  know  mo  after  now  if  you  were  to  see  me."  He 
told  him  then,  "  Lay  down,  old  man ;  nobody  is  going  to  hurt  you,  because,  by  God, 
you  are  as  good  an  old  soul,  as  good  a  citizen  as  in  this  country,  and  nobody  has  any- 
thing against  you."    Then  they  went  down  to  old  man  William's  house. 

Question.  Ezekiel  Williams  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir ;  it  was  the  same  yellow  man  (William  Lee)  you  had  here 
yesterday.  They  asked  his  wife  where  he  was  at.  She  said  he  was  at  Mr.  Gray's.  In 
consequence,  thej^  turned  around^  and  the  citizens  held  she  must  have  told  him  con- 
cerning, in  this  way,  that  he  had  old  man  William  there,  harboring  him,  and  that  he 
knew  where  he  was.  They  went  back  to  him,  and  says,  "  Old  man  Lem,  you  told  me 
a  God  damn  lie."  He  says,  "  No,  I  didn't."  They  says,  "  Yes,  you  did  tell  me  a  God 
damn  lie.  Now,  get  up  and  come  out  here."  From  the  evidence,  when  they  carried 
him  out,  they  tried  to  whip  it  out  of  him,  like  any  person  would,  to  see  if  he  wouldn't 
confess  to  what  the  woman  said,  but  they  couldn't  get  it  out  of  him.  They  cut  sap- 
lings down  and  whipped  him  powerful  all  over,  and  made  great  whelks  as  big  as  your 
finger,  trying  to  make  him  confess  to  this,  but  he  wouldn't  confess,  and  then  they 
turned  in  and  killed  him. 

Question.  How  "was  he  killed? 

Ansivcr.  Ho  wao  shot. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  In  order  to  ii.'xko  him  confess  to  concealing  William  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman. 

Question.  Has  anything  bo  an  done,  or  anvbody  been  taken  up,  for  the  killing  of  Lem 
Campbell? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  next  case  ? 

Answe)\  Nothing.    That's  all  I  know  of  the  murdering. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  colored  peoi)lo  that  have  been  whipped  in  Choctaw 
County  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  of  any  one  whipped  in  Choctaw. 

Question.  All  of  these  murders  have  taken  place  this  year? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  have  been  done  in  about  seven  months. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  eifect  upon  the  colored  people  there.  Have  these  numer- 
ous murders  alarmed  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  one  thing  that  got  mo  out  of  there,  loafing  about — what  I 
call  it  like ;  w^hen  I  am^not  at  work,  I  call  that  loafing  about. 

Question.  Why  did  you  leave  Choctaw  County  ? 

An^we7\  That's  what  I  will  tell  you.  After  they  killed  Abe  the  citizens  said  they 
would  put  a  stop  to  it. 

Question.  Abe  Lyon  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  didn't  put  a  stop  to  it;  and  the  next  one^they  killed  was 
Mike  Dunn ;  and  they  said  they  would  put  a  stop  to  it  then.  We  went  on  that  way, 
but  we  couldn't  imagine  what  would  happen;  we  couldn't  do  nothing,  and  didn't  know 
what  to  think.  After  a  while  they  kept  killing  these  men  until  they  come  to  Lem 
Campbell.  In  every  case  before  old  Lem  Campbell,  where  a  man  was  killed,  they  had 
some  bill  against  him ;  that  he  talked  too  nnich,  or  had  put  out  some  threat ;  but  when 
they  came  to  old  man  Lem  every  one  said  he  was  as  good  a  citizen  as  there  was  in  the 
country,  colored  or  white ;  that  he  troubled  nobody.  Then,  I  concluded  to  myself,  if 
they  killed  such  a  man,  they  will  kill  mo  or  any  other  man.  That  stirred  me  up  in  my 
mind,  so  I  thought  I  would  come  off  awhile  and  work  about,  and  let  it  get  jjacified, 
and  then  go  back  and  try  to  get  work  again. 

Question.  Have  any  other  colored  people  left  for  the  same  reason  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  of  them  have  left  all  through,  every  which  way. 

Question.  Do  the  colored  people  of  Choctaw  County  vote  freely,  without  any  fear? 

Answer,  Well,  they  haven't  been  doing  it. 

Question.  What  are  they  afraid  of? 

Ansiver.  They  arc  afraid  of  men  they  are  working  for  raising  a  fuss  with  them,  and 
turning  them  off;  or  maybe  men,  Ku-Klux,  might  come  and  kill  them;  so  they  just 
formed  the  idea  that  they  wouldn't  vote. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  a  great  many  stay  away  from  voting  for  that  reason  ? 

Ansicer.  That  is  what  they  say  they  are  going  to  do.  They  haven't  done  it,  but  they 
say  they  are  going  to  do  it.    Well,  in  the  whole  county,  and  a  great  many  persous, 
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almost  every  person  I  know,  says  tliey  are  not  going  to  vote  any  more.  I  have  said 
tbe  same  thing.    1  don^t  intend  to  vote  any  more  as  long  as  I  live. 

Question,  Do  the  employers  of  colored  people  try  to  prevent  them  from  voting  ? 

Ansivcr.  Well,  "without  they  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  They  say  that  if  they  vote 
on  the  other  side  it  is  all  right.  I  voted  according  to  my  judgment,  and  I  saw  it  was 
pretty  tight  up  there,  and  I  just  determined  not  to  do  neither  one. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  any  school-houses  which  have  heen  hurned  up  in  Choc- 
taw County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  wasn't  living  there  when  they  were  burned  up,  so  I  have  nothing 
to  say  about  it ;  but  I  know  two  down  there  have  been  burned  up. 

Question.  You  have  heard  so  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  was  living  in  Sumter  then. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  that  ? 

Anstver.  That  was,  I  think,  before  Christmas. 

Question.  Last  year  ? 

Ansivet\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  say  you  were  at  the  inquest  of  Mike  Dunn  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  right  there,  and  looked  at  him,  and  that  put  me  out  of  the 
notion  of  ever  seeing  any  other  man  done  in  that  way.  That's  one  thing  that  fright- 
ened me.  I  am  frightened  yet  about  it — just  to  look  at  him.  I  haven't  staid  in  my 
house  in  five  weeks.  It  will  be  six  weeks  this  week,  because  I  have  been  here  all  the 
week. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  would  you  go  to? 

Ansiver.  In  the  woods,  and  stay  about. 

Question.  For  fear  of  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  After  they  came  and  killed  that  man,  that  was  innocent,  I  thought 
they  would  kill  anybody ;  if  they  couldn't  get  one  they  would  kill  another.  I  have 
been  staying  in  the  woods  for  five  weeks,  and  so  I  came  here  to  knock  about  awhile, 
and  get  my  mind  pacified  to  go  to  work  again. 

Question.  Have  the  white  people  made  any  earnest  effort  to  stop  these  outrages  upon 
the  colored  people  ? 

Ansiver.  They  say  they  have,  but  they  told  me  that  before,  and  it  was  not  more  than 
two  weeks  before  there  was  a  man  killed,  and  that  just  knocked  the  belief,  or  thoughts, 
I  had  out. 

Question.  You  say  you  do  not  know  of  anybody  having  been  arrested  for  committing 
these  murders  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  a  person  at  all  that  has  been ;  that's  true. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  men  riding  in  the  county  in  disguise  lately  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  since  the  last  man  they  killed.  I  tell  you  this  is  just  ruining 
that  country,  sure,  with  black  people.  I  don't  reckon  there  is  a  colored  man  in  ten  miles 
around  me  who  has  got  any  heart  to  work.  I  reckon  I  have  as  good  a  crop  on  hand 
as  the  general  run  of  darkeys,  and  I  declare  I  can't  get  it.  I  have  no  heart  to  work  all 
day,  and  then  think  at  night  I  will  be  killed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  leave  your  crop  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  crop  is  there,  and  I  have  some  hands  there  going  on  with  a 
brother  of  mine. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  received  a  notice  or  warning  from  the  Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  in  the  world ;  nothing  about  me. 

Question.  But  you  think,  if  innocent  men  like  Campbell  mav  be  killed,  you  will  be 
killed? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that's  the  way,  because  they  told  him,  when  they  came  that  night, 
that  they  didn't  have  anything  against  him  in  the  world ;  that  they  thought  he  wa^ 
as  good  a  citizen  as  there  was  in  the  country. 

Question.  Is  it  known  who  these  men  are  who  3^de  about  the  country  and  kill  colored 
people  ? 

Answer.  That's  more  than  I  know.  Of  course,  the  men  down  in  that  part  of  the 
country  must  know,  but  then  it  is  fixed  in  such  a  way,  that  one  is  not  going  to  tell,  and 
this  one  is  not  going  to  tell. 


By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 
Question,  Are  they  afraid  to  tellf 
Answer.  Yesj  sir. 


Hosted  by 


Google 


1364      CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  is  the  sheriff  in  that  county? 

Answer.  1  don^t  know,  sir,  who  is  sheriff  down  there.  I  know  Mr.  John  Christopher, 
at  De  Sotoville,  is  justice  of  the  peace. 

Question.  Who  is  the  judge  of  the  circuit  court  there  ? 

Answer.  Judge  Smith  was. 

Question.  Who,  Luther  Smith  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  old  man  Saig  Cook;  now,  his  wife  was  whipped  there.  You 
may  say  she  was  whipped  nearly  to  death.  She  lives  about  six  miles  the  other  side  of 
me.    I  had  forgotten  about  her. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  What  was  she  whipped  for  ? 

Answer.  She  was  whipped  on  account  of  him.  They  got  after  him  last  year ;  I  reckon 
it  was  in  December,  the  Ku-Kiux  did ;  and  so  it  was  reported  that  they  got  after  him, 
and  he  got  away  from  them,  and  he  moved  down  there  to  Mr.  Allen's  mill,  and  they 
supposed  they  had  that  grudge  against  him  all  the  time — that  they  didn't  get  him 
then — the  gentlemen  that  were  after  him.  He  mdVed  off,  and  so  they  went  down  there, 
and  Mr.  Wadkins  missed  a  watch,  and  they  said  the  little  boy  carried  it  to  let  old  man 
Sam  have  it,  and  they  got  after  old  man  Sam  about  it,  and  old  Inan  Sam  run  off,*  and  so  the 
disguised  men  went  there  after  him  about  a  week  after  that,  and  took  her  out,  and 
they  whipped  her  so  she  laid  under  the  doctoring  about  two  momhs. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  whipped  her  ? 

Ansiver.  These  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Wadkins  have  anything  to  do  with  it  1 

Ansicer.  Not  as  I  know  of.  I  never  heard  his  name  called  for  it,  but  only  that  the 
Ku-Klux  whipped  her. 

Question.  You  say  this  Isham  Ezell  was  whipped  about  a  woman  ? 

Answer.. Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  there  about  the  woman  ? 

Answer.  They  said  he  to6k  a  woman,  and  she  was  not  married.  I  believe  she  used  to 
be  his  wife  once,  and  then  he  quit  her  and  had  another  woman,  and  I  think  she  was 
taken  up  there  again.  She  was  living  somewhere,  and  he  went  and  got  her  and 
brought  her  there,  and  some  men,  told  him  that  if  he  brought  her  there  again  they 
would  do  something  to  him  about  it,  and  I  suppose  from  that  it  raised  a  fuss,  and  he 
cursed  them  ;  and  that  night,  when  they  came  after  him,  they  told  him  to  open  the 
door,  and  he  told  them  he  w^ouldn't.  They  were  cursing  mighty  powerful.  They  says, 
"  Open  the  door,  Isham."  He  says,  "  I  won't.'^  They  says,  ^'  God  damn  you,  open  the 
door,"  and  he  cursed  them.  They  had  an  ax  that  he  had  been  splitting  light-wood 
with,  and  they  split  the  door  open  with  it,  and  after  they  bursted  the  door,  one  of  them 
poked  a  gun  right  through  the  crack  of  the  door,  and  shot  him  right  through  his  left 
cheek  to  his  right,  and  another  shot  him  through  the  breast. 

Question.  Who  were  the  men  that  threatened  him  ? 

Ansiver,  That  we  never  have  known.    They  that  do  know  are  not  going  to  tell. 

Question.  Who  told  you  that  men  had  threatened  him  ? 

Answer.  Which,  sir  ? 

Question.  Who  told  you  that  these  men  had  threatened  Isham  ? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  his  wife  say  so. 

Question.  His  wife  or  this  woman  ? 

Ansive}\  No,  sir ;  his  wife.  She  lives  right  down  there  at  the  Cole  place,  without  she 
has  moved  from  there  since  two  weeks  ago. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  think  it  probable  they  killed  old  Lem  by  mistake  for 
some  other  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that's  what  they  have  got  it  reported  over  there. 

Question.  Who  did  they  take  him  for  ? 

Answer.  They  were  after  this  old  man  William,  and  they  talked  like  old  man  Wil- 
liam's wife  must  have  told  some  kind  of  a  tale  on  old  man  Lem ;  that  William  must 
have  had  some  hover  there  somewherd,  or  something  the  matter  that  they  killed  him. 
That's  what  they  all  think  there,  white  and  black. 

Question.  Did  William^s  wife  tell  the  same  story  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Her  name  is  Dindy. 

Question,  Do  you  know  William  Lee,  who  was  here  yesterday  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  same  one. 

Question.  It  was  his  wife  ? 

*Ans%ver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  they  want  with  this  William  Lee  ? 

Answer.  From  all  I  have  heard — the  black  ones  and  some  white  ones  report — ^they  say 
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he  had  heen  stealing.  I  don't  know  whether  they  proved  it  on  him  or  not,  htit  that 
was  the  report  they  had. 

Question.  They  had  him  in  court  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  did  not  arrest  him  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  just  charged  him  with  stealing  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  seems  they  went  to  arrest  this  man  Lee,  and  they  mistook  old  Isham  for 
him? 

Ans^ver.  No,  sir ;  they  took  old  man  Lem  for  him. 

Question.  Where  is  this  woman,  Jane  Ward  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  where  she  is  living  now.  She  is  living  somewhere  down  in 
Sumter  now. 

Question.  Does  nohody  know  who  these  men  are  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  know  of. 

Question.  Are  they  supposed  to  he  the  same  hand  of  men  who  perpetrate  all  these 
things  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  all  came  down  from  toward  Meridian.  Every  time  they 
come,  they  always  come  dgwn. 

Question.  Ahout  hoAv  many  of  them  were  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heaid  there  was  twenty-five,  and  I  have  heard  that  there  was  more 
than  that,  hut  I  have  heard  the  man  say  he  had  counted  them,  and  there  was  ahout 
twenty-five. 

Question.  William  Lee  says  the  hand  consisted  of  sixteen,  and  invariahly  the  same 
numher. 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  Well,  I  don't  know  how  many  men  came  down  after  they  came 
in  there. 

Question.  Ahe  Lyon's  wife  says  there  was  ahout  a  hundred. 

Ansiver.  That's  what  I  heard  a  heap  of  them  say,  and  a  heap  said  there  was  not  that 
many  ;  and  I  heard  some  of  them  say  there  was  about  seventy-five  when  they  killed 
Mike,  and  I  heard  some  say  there  was  ahout  forty,  and  some  said  twenty-five^  and  so 
I  don't  know  how  to  take  them.  But  Mike's  mother  said,  I  think,  twenty-five  or  thirty  j  I 
don't  know  exactly  which,  because  she  said  after  they  killed  him  she  laid  out  by  him 
all  night  after  the  men  went  away.  She  laid  out  there,  and  built  up  a  little  fire.  The 
fire  was  there  when  I  went  there  the  next  morning. 

Question.  Was  that  Mike  Dunn's  wife  ? 

Answeri  No,  sir ;  Mike  Dunn's  mother.  She  was  standing  tight  out  there  when  they 
killed  him.  When  they  brought  him  out  of  the  house — she  could  tell  it  all  straight — 
they  took  him  out  of  the  house,  and  one  man  says,  ^^  Let's  w^hip  him,  and  turn  him 
loose."  The  other  said,  '^  No,  God  damn  him ;  I  would  rather  shoot  his  damn  brains 
out,"  and  they  just  took  him  down  by  the  big  road  about  two  hundred  yards,  or  near 
that,  and  laid  him  down,  and  then  she  said  they  would  all  turn  their  backs,  and  the 
captain  said,  stand  off,  and  he  would  tell  them  to  wheel,  and  when  they  wheeled  they 
would  shoot  him.  Well,  one-half  didn't  hit  him  ;  they  just  turned  and  shot.  When 
they  got  done  shooting,  one  said,  "  Hold  up  your  damned  head,  and  let  me  cut 
your  damned  throat."    She  was  standing  off,  looking  at  him. 

Question.  Who  heard  that  ? 

Answer.  Mike  Dunn's  mother. 

Question.  Where  did  she  live  ? 

Ansiver.  They  lived  on  the  widow  Campbell's  place,  between  Tompkinsville  and  the 
cross-road. 

Question.  How  far  is  that  from  Livingston  ? 

Anstver.  Just  about  thirty  miles,  I  reckon. 

Question.  This  side  or  the  other  ? 

Answer.  It  is  on  the  other  side,  in  Choctaw.  Mrs.  Campbell's  place  is  more  south  of 
Livingston  than  anything  else. 

Question.  Where  did  you  live? 

Answer.  I  lived  in  Choctaw.    I  live  at  Mr.  Charles  McCall's. 

Question.  You  lived  at  his  place  ? 

A7isiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  at  a  place  they  call  the  Sleigh  place,  Nathan  Sleigh's  place. 

Question'  How  far  is  that  from  Livingston  ? 

Answer.  About  thirty-five  miles,  I  reckon.     It's  about  twelve  miles  from  Butler. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  many  colored  people  in  Choctaw  County  who,  like  your- 
seltyfeel  unsafe  in  staying  in  their  houses  after  night,  and,  like  j^ou,  have  laid  out  in 
the  woods  ? 

A7iswer.  Yes,  sir. 

(Question.  Do  you  say  you  know  a  good  many  who  did  like  you? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  a  general  feeling  of  insecurity  among  colored  people  there? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  that  and  nothing  else. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  26, 1871. 

JACOB  MICHAEL,  Jr.,  sworn  and  examined. 
By.  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  office  do  yoii  hold  in  Marengo  County  ? 

Ansiver.  Sheriif,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  heen  sheriff? 

Answe7\  Nearly  three  years,  sir. 

Question.  Are  there  certain  colored  men  at  this  time  in  the  jail  of  this  county  on  a 
charge  of  assaulting  Dr.  Seth  D.  Smith,  of  Jefferson,  with  intent  to  kill  him  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  number  of  men  in  jail  ? 

Ansiver.  Six,  sir ;  there  were  seven  altogether  ;  one  made  his  escape. 

Question.  How  long  have  they  been  in  jail  ? 

Answer.  They  have  been  in  jaU  about  three  months,  sir — two  or  three  months. 

Question.  Has  any  indictment  ever  been  preferred  against  theim  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Against  all  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  is  their  trial  to  come  off? 

Ansiver.  It  is  to  come  off,  I  suppose  to-morrow ;  I  think  it  is  to-morrow ;  to-day  is  set 
for  some  special  case  ;  it  was  to  come  off  to-morrow.  I  have  the  witnesses  subpoenaed 
there. 

Question.  You  may  state  to  the  comm.ittee  what  information  you  have  of  any  whipping 
inflicted  upon  the  men  now  in  jail,  or  upon  other  colored  people,  with  a  view  of  induc- 
ing them  to  disclose  the  names  of  the  persons  concerned  in  that  assault  upon  Dr. 
Smith. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  all  that  I  know  about  it  is  what  I  heard  the  prisoner  himself 
say— the  one  that  escaped — that  he  had  been  whipped. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  ? 

Answer.  His  name  was  Lewis  something ;  I  have  forgotten  the  name ;  I  have  not  the 
book  here  now ;  he  told  nie  he  had  been  whipped ;  I  saw  his  back ;  he  was  brought  to 
me  on  Sunday  night  or  morning,  about  4  o'clock.  Monday  I  went  to  my  jail  to  inspect 
the  prisoners,  and  told  him  I  had  heard  be  had  been  whipped,  and  wanted  to  see  his 
back.  I  called  a  gentleman  with  me  as  a  witness  to  see  if  that  had  been  done ;  I  had 
heard  of  it.  He  took  off  his  shirt,  and  there  were  the  stripes  on  his  back.*  He  did  not 
say  who  whipped  him  ;  he  did  not  call  any  name.    I  asked  him,  but  he  would  not  say. 

Question.  When  did  he  say  he  was  whipped  ? 

Answer.  He  was  whipped ;  I  do  not  remember  ;  it  w^as  the  night  he  was  arrested ;  a 
Friday  night  *,  he  was  arrested  by  some  constables,  who  had  been  deputized  down 
there. 

Question.  How  many  were  concerned  in  the  whipping  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  say. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  Avas  the  object  of  the  whipping — to  make  him  confess? 

Ansiver.  He  did  not  tell  nie  anything  about  it  at  all.  I  did  not  ask  him  any  questions, 
except  to  try  to  find  out  who  they  were. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  other  men  who  were  committed  whipped? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Not  one. 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  them  complained  that  he  had  been  struck  over  the  head 
with  a  pistol  by  some  of  the  crowd  during  the  night. 

Question.  The  night  he  was  arrested? 

Ansiver.  Yes, sir. 

Question.  They  were  all  arrested  in  the  night,  you  understood? 

Answe)\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  At  their  houses  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  1  presume  so. 

(Question.  Did  you  see  the  wound  on  his  head  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  showed  me  it.  I  stood  at  the  door,  and  he  showed  me  that  he 
had  been  struck  on  the  head  with  a  pistol. 

Question.  Did  he  exj)lain  the  circumstances? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ,*  he  did  not  say  who  struck  him,  but  they  said  he  was  not  walking  up, 
or  was  attempting  to  get  away,  and  they  struck  him  to  make  him  keep  up ;  he  said 
that  was  what  they  said  they  struck  him  for. 
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Question.  Did  Lewis  tell  you  that  he  -was  induced  by  this  whipping  to  disclose  the 
names  of  persons  ? 

Answer.  He  said  whipping  would  make  most  any  man  tell  or  acknowledge  anything. 

Question.  Did  he  say  what  he  had  acknowledged  ? 

Anstver.  He  did  not  say  anything  about  it ;  he  just  remaked,  any  man,  when  he  has 
been  whipped,  will  acknowledge  almost  anything. 

Question.  Did  he  seem  afraid  to  give  the  names  of  persons  who  had  w^hipped  him  ? 

A7isiver.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  ask  him  particularly ;  I  do  not  suppose  a  dozen  words 
were  exchanged  between  us.  Mr.  Taliaferro  hert>^  the  editor,  was  standing  at  the  door ; 
I  called  him  in. 

Question.  The  editor  of  the  paper "/ 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  D.  M.  Taliaferro. 

Qnestion.  This  was  at  Linden  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  Demopolis ;  they  were  confined  here. 

Question.  Are  they  here  at  present  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir  ;  they  are  at  Linden ;  I  carried  them  do^yn  Monday  morning. 

Question.  They  had  been  kept  here  until  last  Monday  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Court  sits  there,  and  you  took  them  down  there  for  trial? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

(luestion.  You  have  no  knowledge  or  information  of  how  many  were  concerned  in  the 
whipping  of  this  Lewis  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  William  Giles,  my  deputy,  went  there  Saturday,  and  they  were  turned 
over  to  him,  and  he  then  protected  them  ;  they  were  not  mistreated  after  he  took  charge 
of  them. 

Question.  Before  that,  you  say  they  were  in  charge  of  whom  f 

A7iswe)\  Of  special  constables. 

Question.  And  a  posse  also  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  large  a  jiosse  ? 

Answer.  I  really  do  not  know ;  I  suppose  eight  or  ten  in  number ;  I  do  not  know 
positively  how  many  there  were. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Mr.  Michael,  was  this  whipping  done  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Giles  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  his  statement ;  I  asked  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  he  made  the  remark  that  they  had  done  enough, 
and  plead  that  they  should  desist  from  whipping ;  that  Giles  said,  "  You  have  done 
enough,"  and  asked  them  to  cease  whipping  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  1  do  not  think  so.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  there  when  they  were 
whipping  them.  He  told  me  he  was  not.  I  told  him  I  would  hold  him  responsible  if 
those  persons  were  mistreated  in  his  custody.  He  told  me  positively  that  the  negroes 
were  never  struck  a  lick  when  they  were  in  his  custody ;  he  told  me  they  were  not ; 
that  after  he  took  charge  of  them  he  protected  them. 

Question.  Then  the  maltreatment  was  all  while  they  were  in  the  custody  of  these 
special  constables  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  posse. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  circumstances  of  the  killing  of  Robin  West- 
brook  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not,  only  what  I  heard.  His  brother,  after  he  was  killed,  came  to  me 
and  told  me  he  had  been  killed.  I  tried  to  get  some  information ;  I  sent  for  Robin 
Westbrook's  wife,  or  widow ;  I  understood  she  had  known  who  they  were,  but  she 
would  not  come  at  all.  I  afterward  found  her  reason ;  that  she  had  gone  before  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  in  Jeiferson,  and  sworn  before  three  or  four  gentlemen  and  a  justice 
of  the  peace  that  she  did  not  know"  a  single  name.  The  justice  of  the  peace  jvanted 
to  investigate  the  matter,  and  she  said  she  did  not  know,  and  could  not  swear  posi- 
tively who  they  w^ere,  and  I  came  back.  I  understood  she  said  she  was  afraid  to  tell 
that  justice  of  the  peace  who  they  were  at  that  time.  I  sent  her  word  by  her  brother^ 
in-law — her  husband's  brother — to  meet  me  here  at  my  office  at  8  o'clock  one  night. 
She  did  not  come ;  I  sent  her  several  messages;  she  never  W'ould  come.  I  wanted  to 
find  out,  and  told  her  if  she  could  find  out,  to  make  an  affidavit,  and  I  would  arrest 
every  one  of  them,  and  bring  them  before  the  civil  courts. 

Question.  You  never  were  able  to  find  any  of  the  perpetrators  of  that  outrage? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  did  all  that  was  my  dutj^.  I  did  not  want  to  make  an  arrest  with- 
out a  warrant ;  1  wanted  to  break  up  everything  of  that  kind.  I  wanted  a  ^uiet 
county.    My  time  will  soon  be  out,  and  I  W' anted  to  keep  everything  straight. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  maltreatment  of  Mr. 
Neibling? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  from  statements  only. 

Question.  Were  you  ever  able  to  find  an 5^  of  the  perpetrators  of  that  outrage  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  neVer  have  been  able  to. 

Question.  No  arrests  have  been  made? 

An8we}\  No,  sir.    I  went  the  second  day  with  Mr.  Adler  out  to  Mr.  Glover's ;  he  went  • 
on  some  other  business ;  I  went  to  see  about  this  affair.    Mr.  Neibling  stated  himself 
that  he  did  not  know  any  of  them,  but  he  thought  he  recognized  one  man,  but  after- 
ward said  was  mistaken ;  he  said  he  was  mistaken  in  the  man. 

Question.  So  you  have  not  been  able  to  bring  any  of  them  to  justice? 

Ans^wer.  No,  sir ;  we  ibund  a  hat  there,  but  we  could  not  make  the  name  out — myself 
and  Major  Glover  and  several  others.  I  even  went  as  far  as  to  go  there  at  night,  and 
stay  two  or  three  nights,  to  see  if  I  could  find  any  of  them  and  arrest  them. 

Question.  Did  you  expect  them  to  return  ? 

Answer.  Neibling,  I  suppose,  did,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Has  there  been  a  considerable  decrease  of  your  colored  population  since  the 
war  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  I  really  do  not  know. 

Question.  I  notice,  according  to  the  census,  that  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  your 
population  since  1860,  of  a  little  upward  of  6,000  peox)le. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  at  this  time  you  have  6,090  whites  and  20,058  colored  people  in  the 
coun«ty  of  Marengo,  according  to  the  census  of  1870  ;  and  that  there  has  been  a  decrease 
in  the  population  of  your  county,  from  1860  to  1870,  of  a  little  upward  of  6,000  people, 
principally  colored. 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  able  to  assign  the  cause  of  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  they  die  very  rapidly. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  not  two  or  three  townshix^s  been  taken  off  of  your  county,  to  form  a 
part  of  Hale  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  a  portion — ^just  about  two  miles  from  here — a  portion  was  taken 
off.    A  good  many  freedmen  were  there. 

Question.  Hale  is  a  new  county  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  accounts  for  a  portion  of  the  decrease  in  the  colored  popula- 
tion. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Would  that  be  sufficient,  in  your  estimation,  to  account  for  the  decrease  of 
6,000  people  ? 

Ansiver.  I  really  do  not  know  ;  they  have  been  dying  very  rapidly,  though,  with  sick- 
nesses. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  this  negro,  Lewis,  told  you  he  had  been  whipped,  to  induce  a  con- 
fession ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  ask  him  who  whipped  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  tell  me  who  whipped  him  at  all ;  he  did  not  know,  I  sup- 
ped ;  but  he  told  Mr.  H.  A.  Monnier,  the  jailer.  I  wanted  to  get  out  a  warrant  for  those 
parties  who  mistreated  him,  but  he  said  he  never  would  do  it ;  I  suppose  his  intention 
was  to  escape,  which  he  did,  when  he  got  an  opportunity  ;  therefore  I  did  not  get  out 
the  warrant ;  I  was  told  by  a  great  many  people  that  he  would  escape  if  he  could,  and 
he  did  ;  he  ran  over  my  jailer,  him  and  two  others.  1 

Question.  He  was  a  desperate  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  had  that  reputation.    He  admitted  himself,  while  he  was  in. 
jail,  that  he  had  shot  one  man  in  Sumter  County.    I  suppose  he  was  raised  in  Sumter. 
I  have  found  out  since  that  he  was  raised  in  Sumter. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Questio7i.  Did  he  confess  that  to  you  ? 

Atiswer.  No,  sir ;  to  the  prisoners  in  the  jail,  and  they  told  me ;  he  had  one  finger  off, 
the  forefinger ;  he  said  he  got  that  done  in  a  difficulty. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  He  said  he  did  kill  a  man  ? 

Amswer.  No,  sir ;  that  he  had  shot  a  man,  not  that  he  had  killed  him.  He  has  made 
his  brags  to  me  that  he  was  going  to  get  out  of  that  jail  if  he  could  ;  I  did  not  believe 
it;  I  had  him  chained  in  the  jail,  and  he  managed  to  break  the  locks,  and  just  as  the 
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jailer  opened  the  door,  with  a  man  there  with  a  double-barreled  shot-gun  in  his  hand, 
he  ran  over  the  jailer  and  the  man  with  a  gun  in  his  hand. 

Question.  Did  you  make  any  inquiry  among  those  who  arrested  him  to  ascertain  the 
truth  of  what  he  said  about  being  whipped  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Made  no  sort  of  inquiry  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  waited  on  him  to  get  out  the  warrant;  I  went  to  Mr.  McCalFs, 
the  attorney,  to  get  him  to  go  down  and  fix  up  the  warrant,  and  have  these  parties 
arrested. 

Question.  He  did  not  make  an  affidavit  ? 

A7iswer.  No,  sir;  he  would  not.  He  would  say  wait  awhile,  and  we  will  have  it 
done  after  awhile.  I  thought  his  object  was  to  go  before  the  grand  jury,  and  have 
them  find  an  indictment.    He  did  not  say  so,  but  I  was  under  that  impression. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  say  his  person  gave  proof  that  he  had  been  badly  whipped  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  marks  were  not  deep ;  his  back  was  marked ;  it  looked  like 
he  had  been  scratched  ;  the  skin  was  not  torn  at  all^  but  he  had  been  whipped. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  Was  it  a  fact  that  his  sbirt  stuck  to  his  back  when  he  attempted  to  pull 
it  off? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  was  untrue;  that  was  stated  in  a  speech  that  Mr.  Jones  made 
publicly ;  he  said  that  that  was  done,  that  the  shirt  stuck  to  his  back ;  if  that  was  so 
I  did  not  see  it ;  it  was  shortly  after  he  had  been  whipped;  he  raised  bis  shirt  with 
perfect  ease  ;  there  was  no  sign  of  blood  on  his  shirt ;  I  examined  vthat  particularly ; 
he  had  his  back  right  up  to  the  jail  door ;  Mr.  Taliaferro  went  with  me. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Dr.  Smith  must  have  heard  this  whipping  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  did ;  he  lives  right  in  Jefferson. 

Question.  He  was  examined  before  the  committee  yesterday,  and  made  no  mention 
whatever  of  the  fact  of  Lewis  having  been  whipped,  or  of  any  violence  used  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  a  confession.  ^ 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  what  i^urpose  they  whipped  him  for,  only  what  the  negro 
says  himself— anybody  would  confess  under  the  lash. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  or  information  whether  this  whipping  was  done 
with  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  Dr.  Smith  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  at  all ;  Dr.  Smith,  I  think,  is  too  good  a  man  for  anything  of 
that  sort ;  he  would  not  have  allowed  anything  of  the  sort  to  be  done,  unless  I  am 
deceived  in  the  man  ;  he  is  one  of  our  best  citizens,  and  has  always  been  opposed  to 
any  such  thing ;  he  is  a  very  reliable  gentleman. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  How  do  you  consider  the  condition  of  the  county  ? 

Ansiver.  I  consider  this  the  condition  of  the.  county :  it  has  been  one  of  the  most 
peaceable  and  quiet  counties  in  the  State  until  an  occurrence  a  short  time  ago ;  that 
was  Saturday,  a  week  ago,  on  the  7th. 

Question.  What  was,  in  your  opinion,  or  according  to  your  knowledge  of  the  facts, 
the  cause  of  that  difficulty  ? 

Ansioer.  I  really  do  not  know ;  I  suppose  it  was  Mr.  Jones  making  a  speech,  from 
what  I  have  been  told,  and  he  was  interrupted,  I  suppose,  in  some  remark  he  made, 
which  was  misunderstood.  We  had  a  primary  election  for  candidates  for  tax-collector 
and  other  officers ;  Jones,  in  his  speech,  remarked  that  the  candidates  had  asked  for 
republican  votes,  and  it  was  misunderstood  by  Mr.  McNicill ;  he  thought  Jones  had 
said  some  democrats  had  asked  to  be  allowed  to  go  into  the  republican  ranks  to  get 
the  offices  ;  McNeill  went  over  and  asked  him  if  he  had  ^aid  so  ;  he  said  he  did  not, 
and  explained  it  to  him ;  and,  I  supjiose,  Jones  went  on  and  made  some  other  remarks 
about  the  democrats — that  if  they  got  into  power,  the  negro  would  not  be  allowed  to 
vote  any  more  ;  and  some  one  remarked,  it  was  a  damned  lie,  and  from  one  remark  to 
another  they  went  on,  and  finally  it  brought  on  a  difficulty  ;  Jones  then  turned  around 
to  my  deputy,  after  some  words  between  them,  and  said,  "  Mr.  Giles,  you  are  deputy 
sheriff."  My  intention  first  had  been  to  go  down  to  Linden,  and  on  Friday  night  I 
received  an  attachment,  and  had  to  go  to  Dayton  to  attach  some  corn  about  to  be 
removed  from  the  crib  ;  I  told  Mr.  Giles  to  go  down  there,  and  I  would  try  to  be  there 
myself,  but  I  had  to  go  off  to  serve  the  attachment,  and  I  did  not  go  there  at  all.  As  I 
s^id,  he  turned  to  Giles,  and  spoke  to  him.  I  will  first  state  that,  after  he  took  his 
seat,  some  one  remarked,  "  Who  is  that  seated  off  to  your  left  ?  "  The  answer  was,  ^'  It 
is  Captain  C.  L.  Drake.  What  do  you  think  of  C.  L.  Drake  f  ^'  I  think  he  is  a  Chris- 
tian man"  or  "a  religious  man.^^  This  man  kept  calling,  "  What  is  your  opinion,  Mr. 
JoneS;  of  that  man  Drake  ?  "    Mr.  Jones  said,  "  I  will  make  no  reply  ;  ask  him  yourself 
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if  you  want  to  know.''  Then  there  was  some  other  remark,  and  finally  a  consultation 
held,  from  what  I  have  been  told,  between  Mr.  Jones  and  four  negroes.  The  supposi- 
tion is,  that  it  was  in  regard  to  what  he  should  do,  whether  to  fight  or  speak.  I  was 
told,  by  some  citizens,  he  had  been  seen  loading  his  pocket  with  pistols.  At  last  he 
turned  to  Mr.  Giles  and  said,  "  I  have  been  abused  and  cursed  enough,  and  I  am  going- 
out  now  to  fight ;  take  my  watch  and  diamond  pin  and  my  pocket-book,  and  give  them 
to  my  wife  if  I  am  killed.''  He  then  walked  out  in  the  street;  and  challenged  this  man, 
named  Dan  Morgan,  to  come  out  and  face  him.  About  that  time  there  were  ten  or 
twelve  negroes  drew  up  in  line,  with  double-barreled  shot-guns,  and  the  white  people 
then  ran  into  the  stores  and  armed  themselves  with  hatchets,  pistols,  and  anything 
they  could  get,  shot-guns  or  anything,  and  ran  np  to  Jones,  and  demanded  that  he 
should  lay  down  his  pistol ;  he  did  it,  I  sujipose ;  Jones  then  sought  refuge  in  the  court- 
house.   That  is  what  I  heard  there ;  I  do  not  know  anything  myself  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  the  crowd  disperse,  then,  affcer  he  took  refuge  in  the  court-house  ? 

Answer.  They  remained  there,  and  those  very  men  who  had  the  difficulty  with  him 
guarded  him  out  of  the  place. 

Question,  Was  there  any  effort  made  to  get  him  ont  of  the  court-house  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all,  from  what  I  have  heard. 

Question,  Was  there  any  efi:ort  made  to  kill  him  after  he  took  shelter  in  the  court- 
house ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  were  some  remarks  made,  "  Kill  him,  kill  him,"  according  to 
his  statement ;  the  people  down  there  do  not  remember  any  such  remarks. 

Question,  How  long  was  he  sheltered  in  the  court-house  before  he  was  taken  out  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  about  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Question.  Was  he  released  or  allowed  to  depart  until  he  signed  a  card  which  was 
read  to  the  crowd,  withdrawing  from  his  candidacy  for  sheriff? 

AnswGi\  He  proposed  that  himself,  from  what  Judge  Young  says  to  me. 

Question,  Proposed  it  himself  as  a  means  of  safety  ? 

Answer,  Jones  himself  says  he  did  it  as  a  means  of  protection. 

Question,  Did  that  card  have  the  effect  of  appeasing  or  mollifying  the  crowd  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  They  were  content  to  let  him  go  unharmed  after  it  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  speech  he  made  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  what  he  said  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  it  was  denunciatory  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  it  was. 

Question.  Violent? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Calculated  to  arouse  bad  feeling  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  then  yon  understood  and  believe  he  went  out,  after  consultation  with 
his  friends,  and  offered  to  fight  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  his  friends  appeared  on  the  ground  with  arms  ? 

Aiisiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  the  white  people  broke  and  ran  and  armed  themselves. 

Question.  And  then  they  drew  up  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Question.  But  not  until  tne  white  people  had  been  denounced  by  Jones  and  he  had  of- 
fered to  fight  and  drawn  up  his  friends  in  line  of  battle  ;  and  then  they  took  up  his  chal- 
lenge ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  walked  out  in  the  crowd  with  a  large  horse-pistol  over  his  head", 
and  the  negroes  around  him.  As  he  came  out  of  the  court-house  gate,  the  negroes 
formed  a  letter  V — in  the  shape  of  a  V,  with  the  point  forward. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  You  saw  this  yourself? 

Ansiver,  No,  sir ;  I  was  told  so  j  I  do  not  know  anything  of  my  own  knowledge  about 
it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  It  was  your  duty  to  make  inquiry  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  right  down  to  make  inquiry,  and  also  told  Mr.  Jones  that 
if  he  wanted  these  parties  arrested  to  get  out  his  warrant  and  I  would  arrest  them-; 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ALABAMA— SUB-COMMITTEE.  1371 

I  also  pointed  out  two  meu  he  said  were  in  tlie  crowd,  and  Le  told  me  positively  he  did 
not  know  them — that  he  never  saw  them  before — Henry  Tisdale  and  D.  C.  McCoy. 
Question.  He  had  previously  said  they  were  in  the  crowd  ? 

Answet\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  when  you  pointed  tliem  out  he  said  he  never  saw  them  before  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  this  conversation  happened  about  11  o'clock  at  night ;  he  wanted 
to  know  "What  are  those  strangers  doing?"  I  said,  ^^  Some  of  them  are  from  Linden, 
and  a  portion  railroad  men."  He  says,  ''I  have  never  seen  these  two  men  you  say  are 
from  Linden  before."  I  said,  "  McCoy  is  one  of  the  men  who  drew  the  pistol  over  your 
head,  and  Tisdale  is  another."  "  No/'  he  says ;  "  I  never  saw  them  before  in  my  life, 
and  swear  I  never  did." 

Question.  Have  you  been  instructed  by  Judge  Smith,  holding  court  at  Linden,  to 
take  an  armed  posse  and  proceed  to  McKinley  on  next  Saturday  ? 

Answer.  I  have,  sir ;  here  is  the  petition  to  Hon.  Luther  R.  Smith,  [producing  paper.] 

Question.  We  have  that  in  the  testimony. 

Answer.  Here  is  the  request  of  the  citizens  requesting  to  have  a  posse  of  fifty-odd 
men  at  McKinley. 

Question.  You  have  been  ordered  by  the  judge  of  the  court  to  i)i'oceed  to  McKinley 
on  next  Saturday  with  an  armed  posse  to  preserve  the  peace  ? 

Ansiver.  With  a  posse  to  preserve  the  peace  ;  he  did  not  say  armed. 

Question.  What  is  the  reason  you  were  called  upon  to  do  so  ? 

Ansive7\  I  suppose,  on  the  12th  of  this  month,  there  was  a  letter  written  by  the 
,intendant  and  council  to  me,  stating  that  they  had  reason  to  believe  there  was  a  riot 
threatened ;  they  thought  there  would  be  a  very  serious  riot  between  the  different  races, 
caused  by  the  republican  candidate  for  sheriff,  or  supposed  to  be  caused  by  him.  I 
suppose  Jones  had  made  a  speech  here,  and  stated  that  he  was  going  to  McKinley,  and 
wanted  to  meet  these  people  so  much  opposed  to  him  on  that  stand.  I  heard  he  said 
that ;  I  was  sick  the  day  he  made  the  speech  ;  I  heard  that  he  made  these  remarl^s. 

Question.  Does  the  evidence  upon  which  this  order  was  given  to  you  by  Judge  Smith 
show  that  there  is  to  be  a  collection  of  armed  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  armed  there  last  Saturday ;  they  came  within  two  miles 
and  a  half  of  the  place,  and  the  people  had  to  go  and  beseech  them  not  to  come.  W. 
B.  Modawell,  an  attorney  of  Marion,  and  others,  went  and  made  speeches  to  them. 

Question.  In  your  opinion,  is  there  any  necessity  for  the  negroes  going  to  this  meet- 
ing with  arms  in  their  hands  ? 

A7isiDe7\  No,  sir  ;  none  in  the  world. 

Question.  Is  it  not  your  opinion  that  this  man,  or  any  other  man,  can  make  a  repub- 
lican speech  safely  ? 

Ansivei\  Yes,  sir;  it  is  my  opinion  that  he  ^  can  do  it  with  particular  safety  in  this 
county. 

Question.  Has  it  not  been  done  again  and  again,  and  over  again,  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  not  this  attempt  of  Jones's,  this  movement  of  Jones's,  without  any  color 
of  excuse? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  think  so,  sir. 

Qiwslion.  In  the  case  at  Linden,  the  other  day,  his  violence,  his  offer  to  fight,  and  his 
appearing  on  the  ground  with  armed  men  behind  him,  was  the  cause  of  whatever 
danger  he  was  in  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  no  doubt  of  that ;  there  was  a  threat  and  a  collision  in  that  way. 
Those  colored  people,  though,who  met  at  McKinley  on  last  Saturday,  are  not  from  our 
county ;  they  had  belonged  to  the  United  States  Army  ;  they  were  the  colored  people 
who  fought  at  Ship  Island,  and  are  from  Wilcox  County,  and  are  arraying  the  negroes 
here  in  our  county  against  the  white  people. 

Question.  Those  men,  you  say,  live  in  Wilcox  County? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Th^y  appeared  in  arms  at  McKinley  last  Saturday? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  great  number, of  them. 

Question.  Were  you  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  only  informed  of  the  facts  ;  I  did  not  go.  I  received  a  letter 
Friday  night,  about  8  o'clock,  notifying  me  that  they  expected  a  riot  of  that  kind  ;  I 
knew  Jones  was  not  there,  and  I  did  not  anticipate  anything  of  the  sort ;  I  consulted 
William  E.  Cark ;  he  said,  "  It  is  useless ;  you  need  not  go  ;  Jones  will  not  come,  aud 
there  will  be  no  trouble." 

Question.  Jones  did  not  go  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  went  to  Montgomery  or  Huntsville,  and  got  back  Saturday  night, 
and  Sunday  morning  he  sent  for  me  to  come  to  his  room.  I  did  not  go  until  that  night, 
aftd  I  carried  this  letter  from  McKinley. 

Question.  Did  he  go  off  to  communicate  with  this  sub-committee,  and  inform  them 
of  the  desperate  condition  of  affairs  in  this  county? 

Answer.  I  suppose  so ;  I  am  not  aware. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  This  sub-committee  never  saw  him  until  they  reached  here  ? 

Anstver.  He  said  he  was  going  to  Washington.  I  told  him  I  could  conduct  the 
business  of  the  county ;  that  I  had  done  it,  and  I  could  make  any  arrests  he  wanted,  if 
lie  would  point;  them  out,  and  if  he  did  not  find  that  I  could,  let  him  appeal  to  the 
governor  for  troops ;  he  said  he  had  appealed  to  him  once  before,  and  he  did  not  give 
him  any  satisfaction,  and  he  would  not  do  it  any  more. 

By  Mr,  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  the  white  people  of  this  county  well  disposed  toward  the  blacks  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir;  very  well;  there  may  be  a  few  drunken  men  who  are  different, 
but  the  good  people  ought  not  to  be  responsible  for  their  actions — drunken,  worthless 
characters,  that  have  no  interest  in  the  community. 

Question,  Have  you  had  any  difficulty  in  executing  process  ? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world. 

Question.  Not  since  you  have  been  sheriff  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  you  can  arrest  any  man  of  Marengo  County  ? 

Answer.  I  can  arrest  any  man  in  Marengo  County ;  I  have  arrested  some  very  des- 
perate ones,  black  and  white,  said  to  be  desperate/and  I  can  get  all  the  assistance  I 
want  from  citizens  to  execute  the  laws. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Mr.  Jones,  of  whom  you  have  spoken,  is  a  candidate  at  this  time  for  sheriff  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  the  opposing  candidate  f 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  are  not  a  candidate  for  re-election  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  ran  and  was  defeated  for  the  nomination  on  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  You  are  a  democrat,  I  take  it  ? 

Answer.  I  am. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  apprehension  of  a  riot  last  Saturday  at  McKinley ; 
was  it  the  understanding  that  the  riot  would  ensue  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Jones  ap- 
pearing there  as  a  candidate  and  making  a  speech? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  suppose  not — not  his  appearance  ;  it  was  thought  he  might  excite 
the  negroes  in  his  speech  against  the  white  people. 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  negroes  who  would  assemble  there  armed  would  do 
so  for  the  purpose  of  affording  the  speaker  protection  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir ;  they  came  io  that  manner,  with  their  fifes  and  drums ; 
they  were  regularly  organized  in  cavalry  and  infantry. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  that  they  made  their  appearance  there  for  any  other 
purpose  than  to  protect  their  candidate  from  violence  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  it  not  known  generally  throughout  the  country  that  he  had  been  as- 
sailed at  Linden  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    That  was  a  matter  of  general  notoriety,  I  suppose,  here,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  this  petition  that  you  have  spoken  of,  got  Tip  by  the  citizens,  to  Judge 
Smith,  to  employ  his  powers  for  preserving  the  peace  next  Saturday,  refers  to  a  meet- 
ing to  be  held  at  McKinley  by  Mr.  JonesJ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  understood  that  he  is  to  make  a  speech  at  that  time  advocating  his 
claims  as  a  candidate  for  sheriff? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  apprehension  is  that  a  riot  will  grow  out  of  that  fact,  is  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  so,  sir. 

Question.  That  petition  is  signed  exclusively  by  democrats,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  so.  I  do  not  know  any  of  them  that  are  republicans.  I 
think  they  are  all  democrats. 

Question.  How  numerous  was  the  crowd  of  armed  men  at  Linden  on  the  occasion  of 
which  you  have  spoken,  when  Smith  was  in  danger — how  many  white  men  appeared 
there  armed? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  how  many. 

Question.  What  is  your  information? 

Answer.  That  about  twenty-five  white  men  altogether  were  there,  and  about  five 
hui^red  negroes ;  they  were  not  all  armed. 

Question.  Did  not  the  negroes  generally  disperse  as  soon  as  they  saw  the  white  men 
rushing  there  with  their  arms  ? 
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Ansioe)\  Yes,  sir ;  from  what  I  have  been  told  a  good  many  left ;  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  negroes  stood  their  ground. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  any  gun  was  fired  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  a  pistol  went  off  accidentally,  and  a  horse  was  shot  acci- 
dentally through  the  thigh. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  that  the  array  of  the  negroes,iiand  their  formation  in  the 
manner  you  described,  was  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  protect  Mr.  Jones  ? 

Answer.  It  seems,  after  they  were  told  Jones  was  not  there,  they  say  they  would  go, 
and  a  fight  they  must  have. 

Questmi^  Did  not  it  all  grow  out  of  rough  treatment  Mr.  Jones  had  received? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  did  not  see  that. 

Question.  You  say  there  has  been  a  general  state  of  quiet  throughout  the  county  dur- 
ing the  time  you  have  been  sherifi',  except  this? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  have  had  no  difficulty  in  executing  the  laws  ? 

An8wei\  No,  sir./ 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  a  band  of  disguised  men  visiting  the  house  and  prem- 
ises of  Major  Glover  last  spring,  and  taking  out  of  his  bed  and  severely  whipping  a 
school-teacher  named  Neibling  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  stated  that. 

Question.  Have  any  of  the  parties  to  that  outrage  ever  been  arrested  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  never  have  found  any  of  the  persons  out  at  all. 

Question.  What  efforts  have  been  made  ? 

Answer.  I  made  efforts ;  I  went  out  myself  and  saw  Mr.  Neibling,  and  talked  to  many 
negroes,  and  asked  if  they  knew  the  parties ;  they  said  they  did  not.  I  suppose  the 
grand  jury  tried  to  find  out  something  about  it;  they  summoned  witnesses  to  that 
effect. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  murder  of  Robin  Westbrook  ? 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  it  was  done  by  disguised  men  ? 

Ansiver.  They  had  their  heads  tied  up,  I  believe,  with  handkerchipfs,  and  cloth  over 
their  heads }  they  did  not  know  whether  they  were  black  or  white. 

Question.  No  one  has  been  punished  for  that  offense? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  No  one  has  been  arrested  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  that  occur  this  year ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Here,  then,  are  two  flagrant  breaches  of  the  peace  for  which  no  convictions 
have  been  had  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  regard  both  of  these  as  serious  disturbances  of  the  public  peace,  do 
you  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why  do  you  say,  then,  there  has  been  a  general  state  of  quiet  ? 

Answer.  I  say  with  the  exception  of  these  two  or  three  little  difficulties  lately. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  no  negroes  being  whipped  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Not  a  single  instance  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  except  this  prisoner,  Lewis. 

Question.  Have  the  negroes  generally  behaved  themselves  well. 

Afisivcr.  Yes,  sir ;  very  well ;  I  have  no  fault  to  find ;  I  have  gone  where  there  were 
a  thousand ;  in  a  republican  convention  there  were  a  thousand,  and  they  came  near  to 
getting  a  fight,  and  I  got  on  the  stand  and  spoke  to  them,  and  produced  qniet. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  state  of  good  feeling  between  the  two  races  ? 

Answe)\  I  do  not  know  whether  there  is  or  not. 

Question.  You  have  been  raised  in  Alabama  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Thoroughly  acquainted  with  negro  character  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  been  with  them  all  my  life. 

Question.  Have  you  any  opinion  that  there  is  a  real  antagonism? 

Answer.  I  believe  there  is  a  treacherous  feeliu'g  that  exists ;  that  the  negroes  are 
secretly  disposed  to  be  opposed  to  the  whites;  very  often  I  can  overhear  them  talking 
and  say,  "  You  must  not  allow  this  or  that  white  man  to  do  so  and  so ;  we  must  move 
the  wheel  ourselves." 

Question.  You  have  said  there  is  no  trouble  at  all  in  a  republican  advocating  his  sen- 
tii»ents  in  the  freest  manner  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  trouble  in  the  world. 

Question.  Will  you  please  inform  the  committee  how  many  white  republicans  there 
are  in  this  county  who  advocate  these  sentiments-? 
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An8wei\  There  are  very  few  of  them  left. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  W.  B.  Joues,  J.  W.  Dnresne,  C.  W.  Diistin,  P.  E.  O'Connor,  Captain  Davis, 
and  there  are  several  others,  I  cannot  remember  their  names — two  or  three  others. 

Question,  How  large  is  the  list,  do  you  think,  speaking  from  your  best  knowledge? 

Ansiver.  In  the  county  I  do  not  think  there  are  over  ten  or  twelve. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  this  as  being  the  remnant  left ;  how  large  was  the  list  of 
republicans  here  at  any  t  ime  ? 

Ansioer.  There  have  been  a  great  many  of  them  here  at  one  time ;  I  have  seen  some 
fifty  that  staid  at  times;  soldiers  encamped  here;  the  men  who  left  are,  I  suppose, 
say  Pierce  Burton,  Major  Price,  Davis,  Mattingly ;  that  is  four;  Carlin  is  five — six  or 
seven  have  left. 

Question.  Were  they  respectable  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  they  leave  ? 

Ansiver.  The  impression  is  that  they  made  enough  money ;  they  had  plenty  of  money 
and  left ;  I  do  not  know  for  what  cause. 

Question.  Has  there  been  at  any  time  any  social  ostracism  against  white  republicans? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  They  never  visited  any  of  the  white  people  here,  very  few  of  them. 
I  associated  with  them  the  whole  time  they  were  here,  and  several  others,  my  friends. 

Qm8tio7i.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  lack  of  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  residents 
here  to  mingle  socially  and  freely  with  them  ? 

Ansiver.  They  did  not  seek  it  themselves,  and  these  persons  did  not  seem  to  seek  it 
themselves. 

Question.  Have  they  not  been  regarded  by  the  white  residents  here  with  suspicion, 
and  have  not  the  white  residents  kept  aloof  from  them  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  wliether  they  have  or  not. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  the  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  republicans  who  come 
here  from  the  North  ? 

Answej\  Politically  we  differ,  I  suppose,  but,  personally,  I  do  not  think  we  have  any 
inimical  feeling  toward  them. 

Question.  How  many  of  the  republicans  that  you  have  enumerated,  who  have  come 
here  or  beeii  here  from  first  to  last,  have  publicly  made  republican  speeches? 

Answer.  All  of  them,  I  think,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  any  instance,  except  Mr.  Jones,  where  they  have  been 
molested  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  remember  any. 

Question.  Have  their  meetings  been  attended  by  whites  and  blacks  indiscriminately? 

Ansiver.  Very  few  white  people  attend  as  a  general  thing.  I  have -seen  speeches  here 
when  there  were  a  thousand  colored  people,  and  not  ten  whites  around. 

Question.  Did  not  the  few  whites  who  attend  do  it  to  listen  to  what  was  said  and 
report  it  to  the  community  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  their  object  was  in  listening  to  it. 

Question.  Their  doctrines  are  held  in  very  great  disfavor,  are  they  not  ? 

Answer.  Well,  1  do  not  know,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  there  some  antagonism  between  Jones  and  that  other  set  of  republicans 
known  as  carpet-baggers  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  Jones  is  always  after  them ;  he  has  published  a  great  many  articles 
in  the  paper  against  them. 

Question.  Denouncing  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  privately  he  did  not  think  they  ought  to  be  allowed  t» 
hold  office  in  the  county ;  I  can  find  the  paper  written  against  them  by  him — against 
Burton  particularly. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 
Question.  While  Jones  was  a  democrat  ? 
Ansive7\  No,  sir ;  since  he  has  been  arepublican. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  he  at  one  time  in  high  favor  with  the  democratic  party? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  about  six  weeks. 

Question.  They  petted  him  a  good  deal  ? 

Ansiver.  Some  few  did ;  he  was  raised  with  me,  and  was  a  particular  friend  of  mine, 
and  I  was  glad  he  turned ;  I  talked  with  him  the  night  before  he  turned  over ;  a  great 
many  told  me  they  did  not  believe  he  would  stick,  and  had  no  confidence  in  him  as  a 
democrat. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question..  Did  not  these  gentlemen  yon  have  named,  and  who  remained  here  a  short 
time,  leave  on  account  of  Jones's  hostility  to  them,  and  his  power  with  the  negroes  t 
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Answer,  I  think  he  had  about  as  much  to  do  with  their  leaving  as  anybody  else, 
if  they  left  on  any  account  of  the  kind,  because  they  were  opposed  more  by  hina  than 
any  one  else. 

Question.  Jones  always  had  great  power  with  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  at  one  time  he  did;  finally  they  succeeded,  at  one  convention,  in 
taking  them  away  from  him.  Jones  once  led  every  colored  person.  At  the  time  they 
nominated  delegates  to  the  Selma  convention,  Jones  took  the  negroes  all  away  from 
Burton  at  the  court-house ;  Burton  was  chairman ;  there  was  a  general  difficulty  be- 
tween Jones  and  Lament,  and  James  Caldwell.  I  was  in  there  trying  to  keep  the 
peace  at  the  time.  Mr.  Jones  was  one  of  the  delegates,  and  he  went  iuto  the  meeting ; 
he  found  he  had  been  excluded.  O'Connor  wa«  also  a  delegate ;  he  claimed  that  he 
and  O'Connor  had  the  right  to  staj'.  O^Connor  got  up  and  told  Jones  he  would  speak 
for  himself;  ho  did  not  want  him  to  speak  for  him.  One  thing  brought  on  another 
until  the  row  commenced.  Lament  got  up  to  make  a  speech,  and  was  called  to  order 
by  the  chairman— Duresne  then  acting ;  there  seemed  likely  to  be  a  difficulty,  and  the 
chairman  had  asked  Duresne  to  take  the  chair.  Duresne  called  him  to  order ;  he 
caught  him  by  the  collar  and  told  him  to  take  his  seat.  Lament  told  him  he  would 
not,  and  Jones  then  got  up  and  spoke  and  told  them  all  to  follow  him  out ;  and  they 
did ;  at  that  time  this  building  was  not  completed,  and  he  got  by  this  door  here  and 
carried  them  all  off  to  nominate  delegates,  and  did  nominate  them,  to  the  convention  at 
Selraa,  The  delegates  had  been  before  appointed  by  Burton  ;  they  were  the  legal  del- 
egates, and  Jones  had  to  withdraw  his  delegates  after  they  went  to  Selma.  I  went 
there  to  watch  the  proceedings  myself.    I  had  never  been  to  a  convention. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  carpet-bag  element  here  and  Jones  are  very  hostile  to  each  other  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  have  been  ;  I  do  not  know  how  they  stand  now  ;  I  suppose 
Jones  is  the  big  man  now,  and  I  reckon  he  is  satisfied. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  fact  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  carpet-baggers 
leaving  here  ? 

Answer,  I  would  not  be  surprised,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  his  object — to  get  get  rid  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Jones  is  a  j)ersonal  friend  of  mine  ;•  there  is  not  a  man  1  like  bet- 
ter than  I  do  Bill  Jones ;  we  were  raised  together  as  boys. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  these  men  left  because  they  had  made  enough 
money ;  how  ? 
Ansiver.  I  suppose  out  of  offices  ? 
Question.  What  offices  ? 

Answer,  Burton  has  an  office  paying  |6,000  a  year. 
Question.  What  office  ? 
Answer.  Editor  of  the  paper. 
Question.  The  republican  paper  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  He  had  the  printing? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Given  to  him  by  whom  ? 

Answer,  By  different  counties ;  by  Hale,  Choctaw,  Marengo,  and  Perry,  I  think. 
Question,  By  the  judges? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  He  held  no  office,  did  he? 

Answet\  Yes,  sir ;  he  belonged  to  the  legislature,  I  think. 
Question.  He  did  not  make  much  out  of  that,  I  suppose  ? 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Are  they  supposed  to  have  feathered  their  nests  pretty  well  on  the  railroad 
questions  ? 
Ansiver.  I  do  not  know.    I  have  heard  it  was  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  What  other  gentlemen  that  have  left  have  made  money  ? 
Ansivcr.  Major  Pierce. 
Question.  What  office  did  he  hold  ? 

Ansiver.  United  States  Congressman  at  one  time,  and  he  got  to  have  something  to  do 
with  the  custom-house  at  Mobile — had  charge  of  it.  Mattingly  left ;  he  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  board  of  education  of  this  county.  ^  j 
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Question.  Was  that  a  very  profitable  office? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  what  it  paid. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  These  gentlemen  have  a  way  of  making  offices  pay;  pretty  well  f 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  general  opinion  here  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  so  ;  that  is  the  opinion  of  some,  that  they  make  it  pay 
very  well ;  I  never  heard  anything  to  the  contrary. 

Question.  Their  difficulty  with  Jones  rather  ended  tbeir  power  to  make  money  in  that 
way? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Hence  they  departed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  only  a  supposition,  however. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Were  they  not  generally  ignored  by  the  great  body  of  the  whites  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  do  not'think  so. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  ahy  well-founded  charge  made  against  any  of  your 
county  officers  here,  that  they  were  either  corrupt  or  that  they  wastefully  expended 
public  moneys  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  On  the  contrary,  have  you  not  heard  that  your  county  officers  were  excel- 
lent officers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  always  heard  that  until  recently ;  it  seems  there  is  a  suit 
brought  against  Judge  O'Connor  for  a  balance  of  some  $1,700  that  he  did  not  turn 
over  to  the  county  treasury,  but  it  was  money  as  fees  coming  to  him,  and  he  says  he  has 
a  claim  against  the  county  for  that  amount. 

Question.  That  is  in  trial  now  ? 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  regard  to  this  job  of  printing  of  which  you  have  spoken  ;  the  new  con- 
stitution and  laws  authorize  the  probate  judge  of  any  county  to  have  the  printing  of 
that  county  done  in  any  paper  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  advertising  of  sales,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  which  occur  in  refer- 
ence to  lands  in  the  county  of  Hale,  can,  by  that  probate  judge,  be  transferred  to  a 
paper  in  Marengo,  or  one  in  Madison  County,  or  any  other  county  in  the  State  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  These  advertisements  are  put  in  a  paper  printed  at  such  a  distance  that  it 
is  never  seen,  or  not  taken  generally  by  the  people  of  the  county,  from  which  these  ad- 
vertisements are  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  not  you  consider  that  a  mere  job  to  assist  political  papers  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  right  at  all. 

Question.  Is  there  any  justification  for  taking  the  money  of  the  people  of  Hale  to  be 
squandered  in  that  way  upon  a  paper  printed  out  of  the  county? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  was  right. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  These  different  papers  are  designated  by  the  executive  df  the  State? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  has  the  naming  of  the  papers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Has  not  the  probate  judge  the  naming  of  the  papers? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Buckley.  Not  merely  the  probate  judge. 

Mr.  Blair.  The  testimony  is  unvarying  that  the  probate  judge  of  one  county  can 
select  any  paper. 
Mr.  Buckley.  But  he  has  to  select  some  organ  named  by  the  governor. 
The  Witness.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  answered  that  question  as  to  officers. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  No  ;  speaking  of  the  designation  of  the  paper. 
Answer.  Judge  O'Connor  designated  the  paper  himself. 
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Question,  Was  he  then  probate  judge  ? 
Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.     Judge  Maiipin  is  judge  now. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  in  case  an  administrator's  sale  or  sheriflL's 
sale  is  required  in  Marengo  County  to  be  advertised  in  a  newspaper,  the  judge  of  pro- 
bate has  the  power  to  order  that  publication  to  be  made  in  any  county  in  the  State, 
when  a  paper  is  published  in  Marengo  County  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir  ;  he  has  a  right  to  designate  any  paper. 

Question.  The  probate  judge  has  that  right  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  impression  ^  that  is  what  I  have  understood  the  law  was. 

Question.  Can  you  point  the  committee  to  the  law  authorizing  it? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  in  the  acts  of  1867. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight,  is  it  not  ? 

Answer.  It  may  be  1868 ;  I  know  Judge  O'Connor  gave  the  printing  from  Hale,  Perry, 
Choctaw,  and  this  county  to  Mr.  Burton.   I  am  told  of  this. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  newspapers  published  in  Hale,  Perry,  and  Choctaw  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  a  paper  was  pubHshed  at  Butler,  in  Choctaw,  at  the  time. 

Question.  And  for  sales  in  those  counties  the  probate  judge  may  order  the  advertise- 
ments to  another  couuty  ? 

Answer.  The  probate  judge  in  each  county  does  it ;  he  makes  the  order  designating 
the  paper. 

Question.  He  may  pass  over  the  local  paper  and  order  it  to  be  put  in  a  paper  of  a 
neighboring  county,  or  any  couuty  in  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Question.  I  should  be  glad  to  see  that  law. 

Ansiver.  I  am  under  that  impression,  but  I  am  not  positive  now. 

Mr.  Buckley.  I  believe  it  is  this,  [showing  statutes.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  this  the  law  to  which  you  refer  ?  ''  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
probate  judge  of  each  county  in  this  State  to  designate  a  newspaper  in  v»^hich  all 
local  advertisements,  notices,  or  publications  of  any  and  every  character  required  by 
law  to  be  made  in  his  county  shall  be  published ;  each  paper  so  designated  shall  he 
the  official  organ  in  and  for  said  county  :.  Provided,  That  no  newspaper  shall  be  desig- 
nated as  such  official  organ  which  does  not  in  its  columns  sustain  and  advocate  the 
maintenance  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  government  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  which  is  recognized  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  as  the 
legal  government  of  this  State ;  and  if  there  be  no  such  paper  published  in  the  county, 
then  the  probate  judge,  whose  decision  upon  the  question  shall  be  final,  shall  desig- 
nate the  paper  published  nearest  the  county-seat  of  his  county  which  does  sustain 
said  government.'^ 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  is  the  law.  I  knew  a  young  man  just  down  below 
here  from  Eutaw.  I  met  him,  and  he  told  me  that  he  was  trying  to  get  the  public 
printing ;  his  name  is  Monroe.  I  said,  ''  Frank,  are  you  doing  the  printing  in  your 
county  V^  He  said,  ''  No  ,*  it  is  done  by  Burton."  He  was  complaining  of  not  doing 
much,  that  he  had  but  few  subscriptions.  lie  had  gone  to  Mobile  to  get  advertise- 
ments ;  he  said  it  was  hard  to  get  along  with  the  paper. 

By  Mr,  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  this  speech  of  Mr.  Jones  at  Linden? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  there. 

Question.  It  was  stated  here  by  Judge  Young  that  he  listened  to  a  part  of  that  speech, 
and  so  long  as  he  heard  it  there  was  nothing  in  it  out  of  the  way  or  inappropriate  in  a 
political  speech. 

Aiiswer.  I  stated  that  I  did  not  hear  it  myself,  but  heard  of  it  through  other  per- 
sons.   I  did  not  hear  the  speech  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you,  as  sheriff  of  the  county,  consider  that  his  life  was  m  danger  there 
a  part  of  the  time  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was,  after  he  went  down  and  challenged  these  persons ;  I  should 
think  my  own  would  be  in  danger  if  I  did  the  same  thing,  or  any  otheY  man's. 

Question.  And  after  he  had  declined  to  be  a  candidate  everything  was  peaceable  ? 

Answer.  It  was  peaceable  some  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  before  that ;  when  the  first  re- 
mark was  made,  Jones  staid  there  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  with  his  leg  over  tlise  bannis- 
ter, whistling  and  consulting  the  negroes,  and  then  he  called  the  deputy  (Giles)  and 
gave  him  his  pocket-book  and  pin,  and  said  he  was  going  down  to  fight. 
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Question.  After  this  the  meeting  was  appointed  for  McKinley  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  he  told  me  himself,  voluntarily,"  two  or  three  months  ago,  ^'  I  have 
written  to  Sam.  Chapman  to  tell  these  people  there  I  am  going  to  make  a  speech  at 
McKinley/' 

Question.  That  appointment  at  McKinley  was  subsequent  to  the  meeting  at  Linden  ? 

Answer.  It  was  to  be  the  14th  ;  he  spoke  there  on  the  7th. 

Question.  Was  there  any  violence  on  the  day  the  negroes  assembled  at  McKinley  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  seemed  to  be  very  anxious  to  go  into  town. 

Question.  Did  they  go  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  Mr.  Modawell  went  and  begged  them  not  to  go. 

Question.  Then  they  turned  around  and  went  away  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  that  was  in  the  morning  at  10,  and  they  staid  thereuntil  6  o'clock; 
an  old  man,  McLoud,  .who  has  a  great  deal  of  influence  with  them,  and  was  once  a 
member  of  the  legislature,  went  down  and  talked  with  the:>2,  and  begged  them  not  to 
go  and  create  a  difficulty. 

Question.  Finally  they  dispersed  and  went  home  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  at  6  o'clock  ;  about  that  time. 

Question.  Are  the  negroes  very  much  in  the  majority  in  this  county  ? 

Answefi\  Yes,  sir ;  about  twenty-five  hundred. 

Question.  So  that  the  negro  population  in  that  part  of  the  county  is  quite  dense  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  I  said  before,  these  negroes  were  not  all  from  this  county. 

Question.  Is  it  a  fact  that  about  McKinley  the  colored  people  are  very  numerous  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  are 'mostly  republicans? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  is  my  impression  ;  they  generally  vote  that  ticket,  but  they 
voted  pretty  strongly  democratic  at  the  j)rimary  election,  two  or  three  weeks  ago. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  They  voted  at  your  primary  election  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  say  they  were  going  to'vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  In  summoning  posses  of  men  at  such  a  place  as  McKinley,  do  you  ever 
summon  colored  men  to  assist  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  summoned  them  yet.    I  intend  to  summon  colored  men,  though. 

Question.  You  never  have  summoned  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have. 

Question.  At  a  meeting  where  colored  men  are  very  much  in  the  majority,  as  a  peace 
officer,  do  you  not  think  it  would  have  a  peaceful  effect  to  have  a  number  of  colored 
men  summoned  ? 

Answer.  I  always  do  it  at  every  election  in  this  place ;  I  have  sometimes  as  many  as 
eight  or  ten. 

Question.  You  have  found  it  to  work  well  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  with  the  exception  that  they  take  more  authority  than  a  white 
man  would  take  ;  for  instance,  at  this  row,  "one  man  commenced  with  a  club  to  knock 
them  over  the  head,  and  I  had  to  stop  him. 

Question.  He  was  too  zealous  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  he  wanted  to  keej)  the  peace  ;  I  told  him  he  had  no  right 
to  use  such  violence.  He  said,  ^^  I  did  not  know  ; "  he  thought  he  had  to  knock  down 
and  drag  out,  if  they  did  not  behave  themselves. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  26, 1871. 

WILLIAM  THOMAS  ABRAHAMS  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  This  witness  having  been  called  by  the  minority,  his  examination 
will  be  conducted  by  General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Doctor  Abrahams,  will  you  state  your  residence  and  occupation  ? 

Answer.  McKinley,  Marengo  County,  Alabama ;  physician.  I  also  have  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  down  there,  since  two  years  ago. 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  the  condition  of  the  county  of  Marengo,  in  regard 
to  the  preservation  of  peace  and  the  execution  of  the  laws  generally,  as  far  as  you 
know. 

Ansiver.  As  faa:  as  I  am  informed,  general,  this  county  has  always  been  peaceable  and 
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quiet,  witli  not  more  than  the  nsnal  exceptions  of  lawlessness,  and  tliey  have  been 
promptly  arrested  whenever  they  came  under  my  jurisdiction.  I  have  heard  of  two  or 
three  instances  of  lawlessness,  hut  that  is  only  hearsay.  The  first  instance  that  occur- 
red of  any  lawlessness  was  the  Neibling  affair.  I  read  his  account  of  the  affair  in  the 
newspapers. 

Question.  We  have  had  that  before  us. 

Answer.  I  supposed  the  committee  had  had  that  before  them.    We  had  a  serious 
threatening  of  the  i)eace  of  our  town  on  the  14th  day  of  this  month. 

Question.  Give  the  committee  all  the  circumstances  that  came  to  your  knowledge  in 
reference  to  that. 

Answer.  The  first  information  I  had  of  anything  of  the  kind  was  when  I  w^as  shown 
a  letter  addressed  by  Mr.  William  B.  Jones  to  a  citizen  of  our  town,  named  Samuel  E. 
Chapman,  in  which  occurred  the  following  language,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  recollect 
it :    ^'1  simply  write  to  inform  you  that  I  will  address  the  citizens  of  McKinley  and 
vicinity  on  Saturday,  October  14,  and  as  I  have  heard  of  numerous  reports  that  my  life 
has  been  threatened  in  the  event  of  my  doing  so,  I  write  to  you,  though  a  democrat, 
yet  a  fair-minded  man,  to  give  me  a  fair  chance.'^    That  is  a  quotation  from  his  letter. 
That  letter  was  shown  to  me  and  several  other  citizens  of  McKinley — in  fact,  numer- 
ous citizens  of  McKinley — and  our  advice  was  asked  in  regard  to  answering  it.    The 
unanimous  opinion  of  the  citizens  there  w^as  that  we  had  never  heard  of  any  threats 
being  made  against  Mr.  Jones.    He  had  spoken  there  twelve  months  preceding— just 
preceding  the  governor's  election  he  had  made  a  radical  speech — and  was  treated,  as 
,  we  all  thonght,  with  kindness  and  courtesy,  as  he  himself  says.    We  had  no  indication 
of  any  threats  of  disturbance.    About  a  week  before  that  a  negro  came  to  me  and  told 
me  that  there  was  something  going  on  wrong ;  that  a  negro  came  to  him  and  told  him 
that  there  was  something  going  on  wrong  among  the  negroes.    I  asked  him  what  it 
was.    He  told  me  at  the  commencement  of  the  conversation  that  if  he  told  me  that,  I 
must  not  tell  his  name  ;  that  he  was  afraid  on  account  of  his  color ;  that  if  this  report 
got  out  that  he  had  told  me,  his  life  would  be  in  danger.    I  told  him  I  would  not  men- 
tion his  name,  and  wanted  to  hear  what  it  was.     He  told  me  that  Mr.  Jones  had  writ- 
ten a  secret  letter,  which  had  been  circulated  among  the  negroes  of  that  beat,  in  which 
he  advised  them  that  he  intended  to  speak  there  on  the  14th  of  Octob(ir  ;  that  he  camo 
as  their  friend  and  a  republican  ;  that  he  had  been  threatened  that  in  the  event  of  his 
speaking  there  he  would  bo  killed,  and  he  wanted  them  to  meet  him  at  Poplar  Creek 
bridge,  three  miles  from  town,  with  arms,  prepared  to  protect  him.    On  the  next  day, 
Monday  evening  preceding  the  14th  of  October,  another  negro  told  me  the  same  thing. 
He  made  the  same  statement  to  me.    On  Tuesday  morning  I  went  down  to  town — I 
reside  about  a  mile  north  of  McKinley — and  several  citizens  were  there,  and  I  told 
them  what  I  had  heard.    During  the  clay  a  good  many  citizens  came  to  town,  and  w^e 
held  a  little  meeting,  and  they  advised  me  to  address  a  letter  to  Governor  Lindsey,  in- 
forming him  of  the  facts  and  asking  his  aid.    I  did  so,   and  dispatched  the  letter  by 
Mr.  Steele  and  Doctor  Allen.     On  Wednesday  morning  they  left  Uniontown  on  the 
train.     They  laid  my  letter  before  the  governor,  and  also  further  information  which 
they  had,  and  which  I  did  not  write,  and  he  telegraphed  to  Washington  City  for  troops. 
No  answer  was  received  to  his  telegram  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  on  Thursday  eve- 
ning, about  half  an  hour  before  the  train  was  to  leave  to  return  to  McKinley,  they 
called  by  the  governor's  office,  and  he  told  them  he  had  just  received  a  dispatch  from 
Washington,  in  w^hich  he  was  informed  tliat  if  he  wanted  troops  to  telegraph  to  Louis- 
ville, Kentucky,  for  them.   These  gentlemen  came  home  and  bronght  me  a  letter  fronrthe 
governor.    From  their  representations,  and  the  letter  of  the  governor,  I  saw  the  jjeace  of 
the  community  depended  entirely  on  what  I  shonld  do  in  the  premises.  I  then  determined 
to  protect  the  place  at  all  hazards.   I  thought  I  had  that  duty  under  the  law  to  prevent  a 
riotous  assembly.   I  went  and  got  as  many  men  as  I  could  get.    That  was  Thursday  eve- 
ning. I  sent  out  for  men,  and  Saturday  morning  they  came  there,  and  I  made  afewremarks. 
I  told  them  that  facts  had  been  brought  to  my  knowledge  threatening  serious  dis- 
turbance of  the  peace  on  that  day;  that  I  had  received  information  that  Mr.  Jones 
would  not  be  there,  and  had  so  informed  most  of  the  negroes  there,  and  the  apprehen- 
sions that  day  were  from  negroes  living  in  Wilcox  County.     I  counseled  moderation, 
and  told  them  I  wanted  them  to  act  under  my  directions  entirely  during  that  day. 
They  agreed  to  it.  •   I  had  taken  the  precaution  the  preceding  night  of  closing  the 
bar-rooms  and  all  the  stores,  so  no  liquor  could  be  had  that  day.     We  dispatched  on 
Saturday  morning  three  white  men  on  every  road  leading  into  town,  unarmed,  to 
meet  the  negroes  and  tell  them  it  was  unlawful  for  them  to  appear  in  bodies  in  mili- 
tary style,  arrayed  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  that  they  could  not  be  allowed  to 
come  to  town  in  such  style ;  that,  if  they  v/anted  to  come  in  order  to  hear  any  politi- 
cal speaking  or  attending  any  meeting  in  any  political  assembly,  I,  as  a  citizen  and 
(ffficer  of  the  law,  had  no  objections,  and  the  people  of  McKinley  had  no  objection  to 
their  meeting  there  w^henever  they  chose  to  ;  but  they  must  come  in  a  private  man- 
ner.   The  party  who  went  on  the  road  leading  north  froirt  the  town  to  the  rendezvous 
of  Jones— 1  will  state  now  that  on  Friday  night  I  got  the  programme  as  it  w^as  told 
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me  by  a  negro;  that  it  was  Mr.  Jones's  programme  to  leave  Demopolis  and  arrive  at 
Fawnsdale  station  on  the  Alabama  Central  Railroad.  The  train  arrives  there  about 
sunrise.  There  he  was  to  collect  his  adherents  and  march  througli  the  country  to 
Poplar  Creek  bridge,  about  three  miles  north  of  town,  on  the  Uniontown  road— the 
party  I  dispatched  on  that  road  met  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  three  or  four  hundred 
negroes.  The  great  majority  of  them,  I  am  informed  by  that  party  or  that  committee 
of  gentlemen,  were  armed.  They  asked  where  they  were  going.  They  said  they  were 
going  to  town.  They  told  them  they  would  not  be  permitted  to  come  into  town 
in  that  way ;  that  it  was  in  contravention  of  the  laws  of  the  State  and  United 
States  for  persons  to  be  arrayed  in  military  style,  with  arms,  to  go  to  a  political 
meeting.  They  remarked  that  they  had  been  ordered  by  Mr.  Jones  to  meet  him 
there,  and  he  had  ordered  them  to  bring  arms,  and  they  were  to  protect  him. 
Upon  being  further  told  that  Mr.  Jones  would  not  be  there,  aud  the  tiaie  having 
elapsed  already  for  his  arrival  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  they  dispersed  and  went 
back  home.  J  afterwards  learned  that  forty  or  fifty  of  them  passed  a  house  near 
Uniontown,  tBe  residence  of  Mr.  Coleman,  and  a  little  dog  run  out  of  the  yard  and 
they  fired  and  killed  the  dog.  There  was  nobody  about  the  premises  except  the  ladies, 
and  it  alarmed  them  very  much.  The  committee  I  dispached  on  the  road  leading  south — 
Mr.  Modawell,  Mr.  Steele,  and  Mr.  King — when  about  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of 
town,  at  the  cross-roads,  where  there  is  a  store,  met  a  negro,  who  informed  them  that 
these  negroes  were  coming,  armed  with  drums,  flags,  and  fifes,  and  officered  by  negroes 
dressed  as  captains.  Mr.  Modawell  sent  this  negro,  who  was  peaceably  and  kindly 
disposed,  back,  with  a  request  that  he  should  speak  to  them.  They  granted  that  re- 
quest, and  he  made  them  a  peaceable  speech,  he  told  me,  in  which  he  told  them  that 
in  the  way  they  were  acting  they  were  contrary  to  law ;  that  no  one  had  any  objection 
to  their  coming  to  town,  but  they  could  not  come  in  military  style,  with  arms.  That 
speech  was  treated  with  threats  and  menaces.  They  said  they  would  come,  and  if  the 
white  ];)ersons  made  any  demonstration  they  would  wipe  them  from  the  face  of  the 
earth.  Finally,  sooie  of  the  oldest  and  more  peaceably  disposed  agreed  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  Modawell,  and  that  they  would  appoint  a  committee  of  three  of  their  own 
color  to  come  to  town  and  make  a  reconnaissance  and  see  the  state  of  affairs.  That 
committee  did  come,  but  before  they  came  this  party  of  riotous  negroes  advanced  to 
within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  place;  then,  I  suppose,  deeming  discretion  the  better 
part  of  valor,  they  returned.  I  will  state  further,  that  a  reliable  gentleman  in  Wilcox 
County  informed  me  that  the  negroes  in  that  portion  of  the  county  had  divided  out 
all  the  different  stores  there,  with  the  exception  of  the  drug-stores  ;  that  one  negro  was 
to  take  one  store  in  town,  aud  another  to  have  the  grocery,  and  another  one  another 
store,  and  so  on,  and  that  they  intended  to  come  up  there  and  kill  the  white  foUcs,  but 
might  spare  some  of  the  wmen  for  their  own  uses.  I  got  that  from  white  men  and 
negroes,  indiscrimiuately,  that  came  up  there  in  that  crowd  on  Saturday.  There  the 
matter  ended  for  that  day.  I  would  like  to  state  further,  that  these  negroes  who  made 
that  riotous  demonstration  are  discharged  Federal  soldiers.  They  were  the  garrison  at 
Ship  Island  during  the  war,  and  were  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Mobile  and  came 
uj),  with  many  of  their  officers,  and  settled  in  Wilcox  County,  among  them  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds, Mr.  Richards  and  his  son,  Mr.  Candee,  and  Mr.  Henderson,  and  they  have  been 
living  there  ever  since — that  is,  these  negroes  have.  Mr.  Reynolds  resides  now  in 
Montgomery,  and  is  State  auditor. 

Question.  Were  the  negroes  induced  to  come  there  by  the  representations  made  by 
Jones  ? 

Ansiver.  They  stated  so  on  that  day,  and  stated  on  last  Friday  that  Captain  Mills, 
the  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  troops  we  have  there  now,  in  conversation,  was  told 
that  they  were  told  to  come  there ;  that  Mr.  Jones  was  to  speak  there,  and  they  were 
told  to  come  there  and  protect  him  in  making  his  speech.  But  they  did  not  say  Mr. 
Jones  had  told  them  personally,  but  he  had  sent  word  to  them  ;  that  was  their  expres- 
sion to  that  officer.  One  of  the  negroes  in  the  crowd  talking  to  the  officer — he  was 
explaining  to  them  and  telling  them  they  ought  not  to  come,  and  must  not  come,  and 
would  not  be  allowed  to  come,  in  military  style  ;  that  no  one  but  the  soldiers  of  the 
Upited  States  had  the  privilege  of  bearing  arms  in  that  style ;  of  course  the  Constitu- 
tion guarantees  the  right  to  every  man  to  bear  arms,  but  in  a  certain  way — one  of 
them  walked  out  the  crowd  and,  thinking  he  was  out  of  ear-shot,  said,  "  Boys,  we'll 
try  it  on,  anyhow,  next  Saturday  week;"  that  is  the  day  Mr.  Jones  has  an  appoint- 
ment to  speak.  I  have  understood  since  1  came  to  town  that  he  has  withdrawn  that 
appointment. 

Question.  Tell  us  in  reference  to  that  appointment.  Have  any  steps  been  taken  in 
regard  to  it  to  preserve  the  peace  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir.  On  Saturday  I  heard  that  remark  I  have  just  made,  or  threat  by 
t^at  negrp,  and  on  Sunday  I  went  to  Linden.  I  was  called  there  as  a  witness  before 
the  grand  jury.  Monday  morning  I  was  told  by  persons  from  McKinley,  and  Dayton 
also,  seven  miles  from  McKinley,  that  negroes  had  been  going  through  the  country  on 
Sunday,  telling  the  negroes  that  Mr.  Jones  was  going  to  speak,  and  Mr.  Reynolds  also, 
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there  next  Saturday,  tbe  28tli,  and  they  must  come  there  armed.  Parties  have  been  going 
all  through  the  country  telling  that.  They  have  gone  down  as  far  as  Shiloh.  When 
the  fact  came  to  my  knowledge,  I,  with  other  citizens  residiog  in  McKinley,  who  were 
then  in  Linden,  addressed  a  communication  to  the  judge  of  the  circuit  ct)urt,  now  in 
session,  (Judge  Smith,)  also  to  the  probate  judge,  telling  them  that  we  apprehended 
a  riot,  and  asked#them  to  take  some  steps  to  prevent  one  there.  Judge  Smith,  from  the 
bench,  the  other  day,  called  up  the  sheriff  to  advise  him  as  to  his  duties  in  the  premises, 
and  told  him  it  was  his  duty  under  the  law^  to  summon  a  posse  of  men,  not  to  break 
the  peace,  but  to  prevent  a  breach  of  the  peace,  and  if  negroes,  or  any  one  else,  with 
arms  in  their  hands,  attempted  to  enter  the  town  with  intent  to  commit  a  breach  of 
the  peace,  it  was  his  duty,  as  an  officer  and  as  a  preserver  of  the  peace,  to  arrest 
them.  I  will  state  that,  in  1868,  during  the  presidential  campaign,  Mr.  Reynolds  had 
an  appointment  to  speak  in  McKinley,  and  we  heard  the  same  thing — that  he  intended 
to  bring  up  a  party  of  armed  negroes  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  him  there.  Mr. 
Reynolds  came  into  town  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  his  appointment,  and  I,  with 
several  other  gentlemen  as  a  committee,  asked  Mr.  Reynolds,  *•  Have  you  brought  any 
armed  negroes  to  this  town  to  protect  you,  or  are  you  going  to  have  any  here  to-day?" 
He  said,  "  Gentlemen,  I  have  no  idea  of  any  such  thing.  I  have  not  started  with  any.'^ 
Then  we  told  him  what  we  had  heard.  He  said  it  was  all  false.  Then  we  arranged  a 
joint  discussion  between  him  and  Mr.  Modawell.  We  went  up  to  the  Temperance  Hall 
to  have  the  discussion.  Before  the  speaking  commenced  there  were  about  two  hundred 
or  two  hundred  and  fifty  armed  negroes,  cavalry  and  infantry,  with  arms,  sabers  and 
swords  and  pistols,  and  everything  imaginable  conceivable  weapon,  marched  up  in 
front  of  the  crowd  where  the  speaking  was,  and  halted  and  right-dressed,  and  every- 
thing of  the  sort,  in  regular  military  style,  like  on  dress-parade — a  captain  commanding 
his  squad  of  soldiers.  It  wasn't  but  a  little  while  before  they  were  ordered  by  Mr. 
Reynolds  to  go  and  stack  their  arms  out  there.  The  citizens  became  very  much  exas- 
perated at  that,  because  there  had  been  no  threats  made  at  McKinley.  It  has  been 
always  a  peaceable,  quiet  town,  and  the  negroes  had  met  and  voted  there  whenever 
they  chose.  They  have  had  their  political  meetings  whenever  they  have  wanted  to, 
and  nobody  has  ever  interrupted  them  in  any  way ;  and  every  election  the  radicals 
have  been  down  there  electioneering  with  them,  and  nobody  has  ever  said  a  word  to 
them,  except  what  would  naturally  occur  betw^een  persons  of  opposite  political  parties. 
They  will  run  one  another,  you  kuow^,  about  politicaJ  opinions,  but  nothing  of  a  con- 
temptuous or  insulting  kind;  no  insults  were  offered  or  passed.  I  recollect  Judge 
O'Connor,  who  was  elected  probate  judge  in  1868,  at  the  election  for  the  ratification  of 
the  constitution,  came  down  to  McKinley  and  staid  there  four  or  five  days,  and  boarded 
with  Mr.  Chapman,  the  man  this  letter  was  written  to,  and  he  mixed  freely  with  the 
citizens,  and  not  a  word  was  said  to  him  out  of  the  way.  He  will  testify  to  that  him- 
self. 

Question.  Has  any  violence  ever  been  offered  to  any  radical  speaker  in  that  town  ? 

Answer.  Never,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  any  threats  were  made  against  Jones  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  and  I  inquired  particularly  of  men  who  I  thought  might  have  heard 
such  threats,  but  I  never  have  heard  a  single  threat  was  made  against  Jones. 

Question.  What  was  his  object  in  collecting  all  these  armed  men  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  his  object  was  to  create  a  disturbance  between  the  blacks  and 
the  whites.  The  democratic  party  here  having  numerous  candidates  for  the  different 
county  officers,  they  held  what  is  called  a  primary  meeting,  where  everybody  could 
vote  if  they  would  pledge  themselves  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  at  the  election  on 
the  first  Tuesday  in  November.  A  great  many  negroes  had  participated  in  that  pri- 
mary election,  and  I  presume — I  do  not  know,  of  course — but  it  is  the  presumption 
that  his  object  was  to  array  the  negroes  against  the  w^hites,  so  that  whenever  a  black 
man  was  approached  by  a  white  man  to  get  his  vote  for  the  democratic  nominee  for 
sheriff*,  there  will  be  such  animosity  and  hostility  that  the  black  men  would  not  pay 
any  attention  to  the  white  men.  I  cannot  see  any  bther  object  that  he  could  have  had 
but  to  promote  his  own  ends. 

Quest'ioji.  You  think  he  is  ready  to  endanger  the  peace  of  this  community  and 
bring  about  bloodshed  for  the  purpose  of  subserving  his  own  purposes — securing  his 
election  ? 
.  Ansiver.  I  think  he  has  clearly  shown  it  in  that  case. 

Question.  Were  you  at  Linden  when  this  affair  took  place,  in  which  he  was  inyolved? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  not  there.  I  do  not  know  anything  at  all  about  it.  I  did 
not  know,  even,  that  he  had  an  appointment  to  speak  there  on  that  day.  If  I  had  I 
should  not  have  gone.  I  did  not  go  to  hear  him  speak  at  the  governor's  election, 
although  I  invited  him  to  my  house,  and  he  took  dinner  with  me  on  that  day. 

Q^iestion.  Do  you  think  it  likely  that  the  negroes  would,  especially  in  regard  to  local 
officers,  divide  their  vote  but  for  this  continued  and  persevering  attempt  to  keep  uj)  a 
bad  feeling  between  the  races? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  pretty  confident  of  it ;  in  fact,  I  know  it,  because  w^e  divided 
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the  vote  in  this  county  m  1868,  in  the  presidential  election.  Over  seventy-five  negroes 
voted  in  McKinley  precinct  for  the  electors  of  Seymour  and  Blair. 

Question.  The  negroes  preponderate  there  very  much  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  in  a  large  majority.  We  have  a  very  slim  white  popula- 
tion— very  scattered  ;  in  fact,  there  are  onl}^  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  families  living 
in  the  corporate  limits  of  McKinley. 

By  the  Ghairman  : 

Question.  Doctor,  was  there  ever  an  organization  in  Marengo  County  known  as  the 
Union  League  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  it  exist?. 

Answer.  It  existed  in  this  county  ih  1867.     I  think  that  it  was  the  first  I  heard  of  it. 

Question.  How  long  did  it  continue  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  It  did  not  continue  but  a  very  short  while  in  my  town.  I 
was  a  member  of  it— president  of  the  Loyal  Leiigue  of  McKinley. 

Question.  Were  you  president  of  the  Union  League  of  this  county? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  of  this  county. 

Question.  Of  that  township  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  of  that  beat. 

Question.  You  mean  by  beat,  I  suppose,  what  is  known  as  township  elsewhere  ? 

Answer.  An  election  precinct. 

Question.  Is  it  ever  called  a  township  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Hero  are  several  townships  in  the  same  beat,  or  may  be.  They 
are  not  divided  into  townships,  but  beats  and  precincts. 

Question.  That  is  a  definite  geographical  limits  the  jjersons  entitled  to  vote  at  a  par- 
ticular point  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  For  instance,  if  we  should  elect  two  justices  of  the  peace  in  this 
State  from  each  beat,  the  persons  living  in  that  particular  beat  can  vote  in  that  beat 
for  justice  of  the  peace,  and  anywhere  in  the  county  for  the  office  of  sheriff  or  any 
other  county  official. 

Question.  Were  you  a  republican  in  your  opinions  at  the  time  you  were  president  of 
the  League  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  republican  organization  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  you  come  to  be  a  member  and  an  officer  in  it  if  you  were  not  a 
republican  ? 

Answer.  I  will  tell  you.  The  Loyal  League,  or  Union  League,  was  starter?,  by — I  forget 
the  man's  name,  but  it  was  an  old  man  who  was  a  blacksmith  up  there,  named  Caudle. 
It  met  twice  before  I  became  a  member  ;  but  we  heard  of  it.  The  first  meeting  we 
heard  that  he  was  holding  of  his  Loyal  League,  I  went  to  hinj  and  told  him  I  under- 
stood he  was  a  member  of  the  Loyal  League,  and  I  wanted  to  join  it.  He  told  me  he 
was,  and  said,  ''  I  will  x^ropose  your  name  at  the  next  meeting."  He  says,  ^'  I  am  presi- 
dent." I  told  him,  "I  wish  yon  would  do  so,  and  also  the  names  of  one  or  two  other 
gentlemen."  I  do  not  think,  though,  that  they  joined  at  the  same  time  that  I  did.  He 
proposed  my  name  and  I  was  elected,  and  I  weut  and  joined  the  League. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  beforehand  what  were  the  objects  of  the  League  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  know  what  the  constitution  was  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Had  it  a  written  constitution  ? 

Anstver.  I  found  out  afterward  that  it  had. 

Question.  Was  there  any  oath  administered  upon  your  initiation  ? 

Answer.  Y^es,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  oath  ? 

Answer.  That  1  would  be  a  loyal  citizen  of  the  United  States,  uphold  and  support  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  I  would  vote  for  none  for  office 
except  those  who  are  loyal. 

Question.  You  took  that  oath  ? 

Afi-siv&r.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Freely,  and  without  any  mental  reservation  ? 

Answer.  Freely,  and  without  any  mental  reservation. 

Question.  W^hat  was  your  motive  for  joining  it  ? 

Answer.  To  see  what  it  was,  and  to  keep  down  the  excitement  there  that  was  neces- 
sarily induced  by  this  man's  actions.  He  had  negroes  meeting  twice  or  three  times  a 
week,  armed — a  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  negroes l>arading  about  in  the  dead 
hours  of  the  nigbt — and  as  soon  as  it  would  break  up  outside  of  town  they  would  fire 
oil' their  guns.  The  people  were  alarmed,  especially  the  w^omen.  We  have  a  good 
many  widows  living  abou];  there  with  no  one  to  protect  them. 
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Question.  You  joined  them  to  learn  the  purposes  of  the  League  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  to  find  out  the  objects. 

Question.  How  long  did  you  continue  a  member  or  president  of  the  League  ? 

Anmver.  Two  or  three  months. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  withdraw  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  just  quietly  quit. 

Question.  Did  the  organization  cease  to  exist  ? 

Answer.  The  organization  ceased  to  exist.  We  quit  meeting.  I  advised  the  negroes 
that  there  was  no  necessity  of  meeting,  and  they  had  better  quit  it ;  it  w^as  taking 
them  away  from  their  work,  and  getting  them  mixed  up  in  politics  ;  and  the  best  plan 
wonld  be  to  let  it  alone,  and  when  tbey  wanted  to  vote  they  would  hear  who  was  run- 
ning, and  they  could  go  and  vote  without  any  secret  organization  like  this. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  the  constitution  of  the  League  that  contemplated 
violations  or  disturbances  of  the  peace  ? 

Ajisivor.  No,  sir ;  nothing  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  profess  at  that  time  to  the  members  of  the  League  to  be  a  republi- 
can? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  at  that  time  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  voted  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Was  that  generally  known  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  known  by  the  members  of  the  Union  League? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir 

Question.  So  they  accepted  members  without  any  reference  to  political  sentiments? 

Ansiver.  They  had  no  elections  from  the  time  I  joined  until  it  was  broken  up. 

Question.  Was  there  any  opposition  made  to  membership  on  account  of  political  sen- 
timent in  the  cases  of  those  who  were  proposed  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  not  in  our  concern  up  there,  for  we  run  it  ourselves. 

Question.  Who  do  you  mean  by  '^  we  ?  "  the  democrats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Four  or  five  other  democrats  joined  it  with  me.  They  elected  me 
president,  and  took  charge  of  it. 

Question.  Joined  it  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  it  ? 

Ansiver.  Joined  it  to  see  what  it  was,  and  to  keep  the  negroes  in  a  quiet  and  subdued 
position.  That  is  what  I  joined  it  for.  So  with  all  the  rest.  We  were  all  men  of  con- 
servative principles. 

Question.  Was  that  known  to  the  negroes  to  be  your  purpose  in  joining  it  ? 

Answer.  No^  sir,  I  did  not  tell  them  my  purpose.  My  purpose  was  to  see  what  it 
was. 

Question.  You  did  not  sail  under  false  colors  in  becoming  a  member  of  the  order  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  They  elected  me  the  j)resident  because  this  white  man 
that  had  charge  of  it  could  hardlj^  read  or  write. 

Question.  Were  you  supposed  to  be  in  accord  with  the  negroes  in  your  political  sen- 
timents at  the  time  they  received  you  as  a  member,  and  made  you  president  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I  was. 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  suppose  that  you  were  in  accord  with  them? 

Ansiver.  They  knew  I  was  a  friend  to  them.  I  have  been  giving  them  good  advice 
all  the  time.  It  was  before  politics  had  been  much  spoken  of.  There  was  no  political 
excitement  then.  It  was  just  commencing ;  that  was  in  1867,  and  we  did  not  have  an 
election  until  February,  1868,  for  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  under  the  reconstruc- 
tion acts  of  Congress. 

Question.  The  republicaii  party  existed  at  that  time,  did  it  not  ? 

A7iswer.  It  existed  North. 

Question.  But  not  here  ? 

Ansivci\  Well,  I  suppose  it  did  ;  the  reconstruction  party  did.  There  was  a  party  in 
favor  of  recons trite t ion,  and  a  party  opposed  to  it. 

Question.  Were  the  negroes  ail  in  favor  of  the  reconstruction  measures? 

Ansiver.  A  great  many  were  ;  the  great  majority  were. 

Question.  Were  you? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  suppose  you  were  in  favor  of  the  reconstruction  measures  ? 

Answer.  That  question  was  never  broached  in  our  League  meeting.  There  never  was 
any  questions  of  politics  broached  while  I  belonged.  The  only  thing  we  did  was  to 
initiate  members,  and  I  advised  them  then  to  be  good  citizens,  and  attend  to  their  own 
affairs. 

Question.  After  you  became  a  member,  what  did  you  discover  to  be  the  distinct  ob- 
jects of  this  association  ? 

Answer.  I  soon  found  out  that  if  the  objects  of  the  Loyal  League  were  carried  out  it 
was  a  republican  measure.    I  found  that  out  myself,  but  did  not  inferm  the  negroes 
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Question.  That  it  was  in  favor  of  the  reconstruction  measures^  and  carrying  them 
into  effect  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  yon  were  opposed  to  those  measures  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  so  announce  to  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  No^  sir,  I  did  not. 

Question.  You  kept  your  sentiments  to  yourself? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  I  never  was  asked  that  question.  Politics  was  never  sprung  while 
I  was  a  member. 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  suppose  you  were  in  accord  with  them  in  supporting  the 
reconstruction  measures  ? 

Answer.  We  were  not  in  support  of  anything  at  the  time.  They  did  not  know  what 
was  going  to  take  place. 

Question.  You  have  acted  always,  as  I  understand^  in  harmony  with  the  democratic 
party  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  voted  for  the  republican  candidate  for  Congress  in  this  dis- 
trict, Mr.  Hays. 

Question.  At  his  first  election  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  exception  to  your  voting  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  That  is  tlie  only  exception  I  know  of  wliere  I  voted  the  republican  ticket. 
I  voted  for  Hays,  on  personal  grounds,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Dustin,  an  independent , 
candidate.    I  was  not  a  member  of  the  republican  party.     Charley  Hays  and  myself 
were  old  school-mates,  and  I  believed  him  to  be  a  better  man  than  Dustin. 

Question.  There  was  no  democratic  candidate  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  was  a  democrat,  who  was  a  candidate ;  Doctor  Reed,  of  Tus- 
caloosa, was  a  candidate  at  that  same  election. 

Question.  Referring  to  what  you  have  said  relative  to  the  disturbances  at  McKinley, 
did  you  understand  that  the  negroes  had  any  other  purpose  in  assembling  there  than 
to  protect  Mr.  Jones,  their  candidate,  from  violence  ? 

Ansii-er.  Well,  as  I  stated  in  my  testimony,  I  had  heard  that  the  negroes  had  divided 
out  the  different  stores,  &c.,  in  town. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  general  purpose  among  the  negroes? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  suppose  the  general  purpose  was  to  come  up  to  town  to  protect 
Mr.  Jones  in  his  speech. 

Question.  This  band  of  negroes,  you  understood,  which  divided  out  the  stores,  came 
from  a  neighboring  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  from  the  lower  portion  of  Marengo,  bordering  on  it. 

Question.  From  whom  did  you  understand  that  it  was  their  purpose  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  stores  and  divide  them  out  ? 

Ansive}'.  I  heard  it  from  half  a  dozen  different  sources. 

Question.  From  white  or  colored  men  ? 

Aiiswer.  Both.  A  white  man  told  me  one  of  the  colored  men  who  was  to  take  pos- 
session of  a  certain  store  said  that  he  did  say  that,  but  he  was  merely  joking,  after 
the  thing  was  found  out. 

Question.  Were  those  stores  in  McKinley  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  heard  any  negro  avow  any  such  sentiments  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Has  any  one  ever  been  arrested  for  a  riot  connected  with  that  matter  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Questio7i.  Have  any  arrests  ever  been  made  of  any  of  these  negroes  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  facts  were  laid  before  the  grand  jury  of  the  county.  I  do  not 
know  what  they  did  with  it. 

Question.  What  was  your  information  that  these  negroes  were  to  do  with  the  white 
women  ? 

Answer.  The  information  was  that  they  were  to  kill  out  the  white  men  and  keep  the 
women  for  their  own  use. 

Question.  Is  it  not  quite  possible  that  this  matter  has  been  misrepresented  to  you  ? 

Answer.  It  is  possible,  but  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  probable. 

Question.  Has  there  been  anything  in  the  con(hict  of  tiie  negroes  hitherto  that  would 
justify  you  in  believing  them  capable  of  perpetrating  such  an  outrage  as  that  ? 

Ansiver.  In  coming  to  town  when  Mr.  Jones  spoke,  some  twelve  months  ago,  they 
came  armed. 

Qfiestion.  I  speak  of  such  an  outrage  as  killing  oft'  the  white  men  and  taking  posses- 
sion of  the  stores,  dividing  the  goods  among  themselves,  and  appropriating  the  white 
women  to  their  own  uses.  Has  there  been  anything  in  tbe  language  or  conduct  of  the 
colored  people  heretofore  that  would  justify  you  in  entertaining  such  a  belief  of  tfieir 
puri)oses  as  that  ? 


Hosted  by 


Google 


ALABAMA. — SUB-COMMITTEE.  1385 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  because  up  in  that  neighborhood  that  Wilcox  crowd  are  the  per- 
sons who  made  the  threats  of  that  character ;  not  the  negroes  immediately  adjacent 
to  the  town.  It  was  those  from  the  lower  part  of  the  county,  and  Wilcox  County,  as 
I  said.    They  were  Ship  Island  discharged  soldiers,  capable  of  any  deed,  in  my  opinion. 

Question.  You  think  so  simply  because  they  were  Union  soldiers  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all ;  but  because  they  have  been  under  bad  influences,  and  have  been 
led  to  believe  that  if  the  white  man  said  anything  in  a  political  assembly  it  was  their 
right  and  duty  to  shoot  them  down. 

Question.  Who  gave  them  such  instructions  ? 

Answer.  These  men  that  have  been  right  down  there.  General  Swayne  had  to  send 
down  and  have  them  stopped  from  drilling  before  the  governor's  election. 

Question.  What  men  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Reynolds  and  Henderson,  and  men  of  that  class. 

Question.  Who  was  Mr.  Reynolds  ? 

Answer.  State  auditor. 

Question.  Who  is  Henderson  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  he  is  a  member  pf  the  legislature  from  Wilcox,  though  I  am  not 
certain. 

Question.  Have  you  any  well-grounded  reason  for  believing  that  these  gentlemen 
ever  uttered  any  such  sentiments  to  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Only  frotn  the  action  of  the  negroes.  That  is  what  I  base  my  opinion  on. 
I  never  heard  any  one  of  them  say  a  word  in  regard  to  it. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  conversed  with  any  white  men  who  had  heard  them  utter 
any  such  sentiments  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  not  quite  possible  that  these  gentlemen  have  been  maligned  in  this 
matter  ? 

Answer.  It  is  possible,  of  course. 

Question.  Is  tliere  any  prtyjudice  entertained  against  these  negroes  of  Wilcox  County, 
w^ho  were  Union  soldiers,  because  of  the  fact  that  they  were  Union  soldiers  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  until  they  commenced  cutting  up — at  least  not  to  my  knowl- 
edge. 

Question.  I  think  you  have  stated  already  that  the  negroes  who  were  on  their  way  to 
McKinley  stated  themselves  that  their  object  was  simply  to  protect  Jones? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  regard  Mr.  Jones  as  their  friend  ? 

Answer.  I  presume  they  did  ;  yes,  sir,  they  looked  upon  him  as  their  leader. 

Qiiestion.  Has  he  great  influence  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Very  great. 

Question.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  native  of  the  State  of  Alabama  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  raised  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  Born  and  raised  here. 

Question.  And,  until  lately,  has  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  people? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  man  of  good  moral  character  ? 

Answer.  He  is,  so  far  as  I  know,  sir. 

Question.  At  that  time  a  member  of  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  for  six  weeks,  I  think,  preceding  the  presidential  election  he 
whopped  over  on  that  side. 

Question.  He  made  a  good  many  speeches  during  that  time  in  favor  of  the  Seymour 
and  Blair  ticket  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  did  ;  I  do  not  know  how  many ;  he  made  some. 

Question.  Were  his  meetipgs  pretty  well  attended  by  the  democrats  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  so  ;  1  never  was  at  one. 

Question.  His  sentiments  were  applauded  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  presume  so. 

Question.  They  spoke  very  well  of  his  efforts  in  the  cause  of  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  so.    So  far  as  my  information  extends  they  did. 

Question.  They  had  faith  in  him  then  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  many  people  had  faith  in  him.    I  know  I  had  not. 

Question.  He  had  been  in  the  confederate  army,  had  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  All  through  the  war  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  was  discharged,  I  think,  the  second  year  of  the  war.  I  do  not 
think  he  remained  in  the  army  more  than  eighteen  months. 

Question.  He  displayed  all  becoming  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  confederate  cause,  did  he 
nf>t? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  believe  he  did.  He  made  a  good  soldier  while  in  the  army,  so  far 
as  I  know  ]  I  was  in  the  same  company  with  him. 
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Question.  Was  he  originally  in  favor  of  secession  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  think  he  was  rather  opposed  to  secession  until  after  the 
election  of  Lincoln ;  I  think  he  was  a  Bell  and  Everett  man,  if  I  mistake  not. 

Question.  Was  he  an  officer  in  the  confederate  army,  or  a  i)rivate? 

Answer.  A  private. 

Question.  After  the  war  did  he  co-operate  with  the  democratic  party  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Reynolds  in  1868  having  an  appointment  at  McKinley 
and  making  a  speech  there.  Is  that  the  same  gentleman  who  was  elected  State 
auditor  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  his  speech  upon  that  occasion  ? 

Ansiver.  I  did,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  that  speech  which  tended  to  create  antagonism 
"between  the  two  races  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  a  word. 

Question.  Was  there  anything  in  the  character  of  his  speech  which  you  could  con- 
demn, beyond  his  advocacy  of  republican  principles? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  citizens  up  there  did  not  condemn  anything  he  said,  except  so 
far  as  they  were  adverse  to  their  own  opinions.  There  was  nothing  calculated  to  array 
black  people  against  white  in  his  speech.  We  all  thought  he  gave  black  people  very 
good  advice,  except  to  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  There  was  no  riot  or  disturbance  of  the  peace ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  Mr.  Jones  express,  publicly  or  privately,  any  sentiments 
which  led  you  to  express  an  opinion  that  his  object  is  to  create  a  disturbance  between 
the  races  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  his  own  ends  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  have  never  heard  him  make  a  public  speech  at  all. 

Question.  Your  opinion,  then,  is  based  upon  what  ? 

Answer,  Upon  the  information  obtained  from  those  negroes,  as  I  have  told  you. 

Question.  From  men  who  have  heard  him  address  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  from  negroes  who  themselves  told  me  he  had  written  them  a  letter 
in  which  he  advised  them  to  do  these  things. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  that  letter  invited  them  to  do  anything  else  than 
to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  him  from  violence  at  the  hands  of  the 
whites  ! 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  that  was  his  object.  That  w^as  what  he  advised  them  to  do.  That 
w^as  what  those  negroes  told  me. 

Question.  Was  the  letter  written  after  the  disturbance  at  Linden? 

Ansiver.  It  was  written  before,  I  presume.  It  was  written  somewhere,  according  to 
the  best  information  I  can  get,  between  the  23d  of  September  and  the  8th  of  October. 
My  informant  told  me  it  was  read  on  the  8th  of  October  to  a  large  congregation  of 
colored  people,  from  the  pulpit;  and  I  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  that  a  great  many 
negroes  were  in  town  that  week  buying  buckshot ;  and  a  gentleman  told  me  he  heard 
one  negro  tell  another  negro  he  must  come  to  town  on  that  day,  and  bring  his  gun 
with  him,  and  load  it  with  sixteen  buckshot,  and  if  a  white  man  said  a  word  he  must 
be  shot  down. 

Question.  You  have  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  negroes  would  divide  their  vote, 
but  for  the  influence  of  such  men  as  Doctor  Jones,  and  that,  in  point  of  fact,  seven ty- 
iive  voted  for  the  Seymour  and  Blair  ticket  in  1868.  Have  you  any  idea  that  a  soli- 
tary colored  voter  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  unless  influences  were  brought  to 
bear  upon  him  by  his  employers,  or  by  men  who  controlled  his  bread  ? 

Knswer.  Yes,  sir ;  several  of  them  are  democrats  up  there,  and  I  believe  they  are 
democrats  in  themselves  without  any  influence  being  brought  to  bear  upon  them. 
They  have  heard  democratic  speeches  and  believe  in  them.  We  had  a  democratic  club 
in  McKinley  in  1868,  in  which  we  had  sixty  or  seventy  members  w)io  were  negroes. 
Of  course  the  great  majority  of  them  are  influenced,  easily  influenced,  but  not  so  easily 
influenced  to  be  democrats  as  republicans,  because  they  tell  me  the  republicans 
throughout  the  county  tell  them  that,  if  the  democrats  get  into  the  ascendency,  they 
will  put  them  back  into  slavery.  They  hold  that  whip  over  them  to  keep  them  in  the 
ranks. 

Question.  Has  any  instance  come  to  your  knowledge  where  the  employers  of  negroes 
have  sought  to  control  their  votes  ? 

Answer.  Not  by  more  than  the  usual  means — talking  and  persuasion.  We  all  do 
that;  I  do  it  myself.  I  go  to  my  negroes  previous  to  election  anil  liave  a  talk  with 
them,  and  advise  them  always  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  Some  of  them  do  it ; 
some  do  not.  I  never  have  told  them  that  I  would  turn  them  off  if  they  did  not,  and 
I  have  not  done  it ;  I  have  one  of  the  biggest  radicals  working  for  me.  I  talk  to  him 
to  (Convince  him  of  the  error  of  his  ways,  but  as  yet  I  have  failed  ;  I  may  after  awhile 
succeed. 
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Question.  Do  the  negroes  generally  behave  well  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  general  thing  they  have. 

Question.  Have  they  been  quiet  and  orderly  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  several  instances  where  people  have  been  visited  by 
men  in  disguise  in  this  county  ? 

Ans'wer.  I  have  heard  of  two  instances;  only  one  instance  in  disguise,  however,  and 
that  was  this  account,  as  I  have  stated,  of  a  man  named  Neibling;  I  believe  I  got  my 
information  from  the  newspapers. 

Qmstioyi.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  murder  of  Robin  Westbrook  in  this  county — a 
colored  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  until  recently ;  I  never  heard  the  particulars  of  it ;  I  live  some 
thirty  miles  off  from  there. 

Question.  You  take  the  democratic  paper  published  in  this  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  take  it  now,  but  not  until  within  two  or  three  weeks  ago. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  whipping  of  any  negroes  supposed  to  be  concerned 
in  firing  upon  Doctor  Smith? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  that. 

Question,  You  heard  of  certain  negroes  being  arrested  and  put  in  jail  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  heard  of  the  firing  upon  Doctor  Smith. 

Question.  But  you  never  heard  of  any  negro  being  whipped  to  compel  him  to  dis- 
close who  the  men  were  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  the  first  information  I  ever  received  of  that  fact  is  right  now. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  from  what  you  heard  of  the  affair  at  Lincoln,  the  other 
day,  that  Mr.  Jones  has  pretty  good  grounds  for  ai)prehending  violence  in  making 
republican  speeches  ? 

Answer.  From  what  I  have  heard  of  that  difficulty,  I  think  Mr.  Jones  is  one  of  the 
main  causes  of  bringing  it  on.  I  do  not  think  a  political  speaker  has  the  right  to 
abuse  a  man. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  is  their  right  to  threaten  his  life?  Would  it  not  be  more 
proper  in  them  to  withdraw,  if  the  sentiments  did  not  suit  them  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  a  public  speaker  has  the  right  to  get  up  publicly  and  abuse 
another  man  personally. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  be  more  proper,  if  a  person  disapproves  of  his 
sentiments,  to  withdraw  from  the  crowd  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  we  are  not  all  Christians  and  charitable  people,  you  know, 
and  sometimes  like  to  smite  back  when  we  are  smitten. 

By  Mr.  Blair  ; 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Reynolds,  the  present  auditor  of  the  State ;  when  he  came  to 
your  town  you  had  heard  the  rumor  that  the  negroes  were  coming  up  from  Wilcox 
with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  went  to  him  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  ho  disclaimed  that  they  were  coming,  and  assured  you  that  it  was  no 
such  thing. 

Aiwwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  he  knew  tb.e  fact  that  they  wore  coming? 

Ansiver.  I  v,  as  credibly  informed  afterward  that  he  knew  it,  and  started  with  these 
negroes  from  Mr.  Glover's  plantation.  I  was  one  of  the  committee,  and  he  told  me  that 
ihere  would  not  be  an  armed  negro  in  that  town,  with  his  consent,  on  that  day.  I 
afterward  learned  from  respectable  sources — Mr.  Glover  was  one — that  Mr.  Reynolds 
was  with  that  crowd  that  morning ;  that  he  was  on  horseback,  they  on  foot ;  and  he 
started  to  reach  the  town  half  an  hour  before  they  did. 

Question.  You  say  you  never  heard  Doctor  Jones  make  a  speech ;  you  have  heard  of 
his  speeches  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  reputation  which  those  speeches  have  in  the  county,  and  what 
is  the  character  of  the  speeches  which  he  !nakes  ? 

Ansiver.  They  have  always  been  represented  to  me  as  being  inflammatory  appeals 
made  to  the  passions  and  prejudices  of  men. 

Question.  Inflaming  them  against  the  white  people? 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir ;  against  the  democratic  party  especially,  and  they  are  composed 
principally  of  Avhites. 

Question.  Are  such  speeches  calculated  to  inflame  and  excite  the  violence  of  people 
as  ignorant  as  negroes  are? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  have  been  informed. 

Question.  You  have  evidence  that  he  has  excited  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  have,  at  least,  from  what  I  have  detailed  heretofore,  in 
advising  them  to  come  armed,  and  meeting  them  at  a  certain  place  of  rendezvous. 
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Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  26,  1871. 
GEORGE  JONES  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Where  do  you  live? 

Answer.  At  Mr.  Joel  Lipscomb's,  two  miles  this  side  of  Jefferson,  Marengo  County ; 
he  keeps  a  steam  mill  out  there. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there?  j 

Answer.  I  was  raised  just  about  twenty  miles  below  Linden,  thirty  miles  of  Mr. 
Lipscomb.    I  have  been  living  with  Mr.  Lipscomb  going  on  two  years  now. 

Question.  State  to  the  committee  if  you  know  of  any  cases  where  colored  people  have 
been  whipped,  shot  at,  murdered,  or  otherwise  outraged  in  this  county. 

Answer.  I  know  there  are  some  have  been  whipped,  and  some  have  been  cut  at  Jef- 
ferson. Mr.  John  Beamer  cut  a  black  man  there  at  church  one  Sunday — at  the  black 
people^s  church ;  he  cut  the  man  about  a  black  woman  that  staid  at  Mr.  Dave  Bush's. 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  That  was  along  this  summer ;  along  some  time  in  July. 

Question.  In  the  night  time  or  day  ? 

Answe7\  In  the  day-time. 

Question.  While  church  was  going  on  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  it  was  at  dinner  time,  while  they  were  all  out;  he  had  taken  him 
to  question  him,  and  he  cross-questioned,  and  he  said  he  disputed  his  word,  and  he  just 
cut  him. 

Question.  Was  anything  done  to  Beamer  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Judge  Oakley  was  with  him  at  the  time  it  was  done.  There  was 
nothing  at  all  done  with  him  about  it. 

Question.  What  other  case  have  you  known  of? 

Answer.  The  last  is  here,  about  two  weeks  ago;  up  here  at  Mr,  Simmons's,  old  Mr.  Louis 
Simmons ;  Mr.  Walsh  Elkins,  and  Wade  White,  and  John  White,  went  up  to  Louis 
Simmons's,  where  they  had  preaching  on  Sunday,  and  made  some  black  men  take  their 
breeches  down,  and  wanted  to  whip  them,  and  said  the  black  men  had  accused  them  of 
killing  their  hogs  ;  they  had  their  pistols  drawn  on  them,  and  some  other  black  man 
went  off  for  Mr.  Simmons,  the  employer ;  before  he  got  there,  they  were  gone. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  this  man  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  some  one  went  off  immediately  for  Mr.  Simmons,  and  they  were 
afraid  he  would  come,  and  they  didn't  whip  him. 

Question.  Was  this  in  the  day-time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  on  Sunday,  in  the  day-time. 

Question.  At  the  colored  people's  churcii  ? 

Ansicei\  Yes,  sir;  and  me  myself  they  had  caught.  Mr.  Oakley  and  another  young 
man,  with  him  from  Linden  ;  I  don't  know  that  young  man  from  Linden ;  I  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  him.  They  wanted  to  take  me  and  whip  me.  Mr.  Oakley  inquired  of  Mr.  Ab 
Williams  (it  was  right  before  his  door)  if  he  had  any  scissors  to  sell.  He  says,  '^  Sell 
me  a  pair;  I  want  to  cut  off  this  damned  son  of  a  bitch's  hair."  He  said,  ^'  That  won't 
do."  He  said,  ^^  Lend  me  a  pair."  He  said  he  would  not.  He  wanted  him  again  to 
sell  him  a  pair.  He  w^ould  not ;  he  said  he  would  nM,  do  it,  and  not  to  bother  the  boy, 
he  wasn't  doing  anything;  then. he  would  not  let  him  have  the  scissors;  and  he  took 
his  pocket-knife  and  cut  two  bunches,  two  hands-full,  of  hair  out  of  my  head  with  his 
pocket-knife.    There  were  men  standing  there  saw  it  done. 

Question.  What  grudge  had  he  against  you  ? 

Answer.  When  1  first  went  to  Lipscomb's  I  went  with  an  Irishman.  He  hired  me 
here  in  town,  and  carried  me  out  there  to  stay  with  him ;  and  the  Irishman  got  a 
notion  of  marrying,  and  wanted  me  to  leave  Lipscomb's ;  I  wouldn't  do  it ;  and  Mr. 
Oakley  was  very  thick  with  the  Irishman,  and  because  I  wouldn't  follow  the  Irishman 
he  vvanted  to  whip  me  about  it ;  and  he  said  I  thought  myself  a  white  rtian ;  because  I 
had  been  at  Lipscomb's,  I  thought  myself  as  large  as  Joel  Lipscomb,  sitting  up  in  a 
carriage;  that  he  was  going  to  put  me  in 'a  nigger's  place;  that  I  thought  I  was  a 
white  man,  and  was  getting  too  high. 

Question.  You  call  him  Judge  Oakley;  of  what  court  was  he  judge? 

Answer.  He  was  a  judge  in  the  time  of  the  war,  I  think.  I  think  that  is  the  way  it 
was. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  in  good  standing  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  not  respected  anywhere,  by  anybody,  white  or  black.  I 
know  he  was  not  respected  by  any  black  people  that  I  know  of.  But  he  is  dead  now  ; 
he  died  last  Saturday.  And  Mr.  John  Beamer  is  dead  ;  he  died  about  two  months  ago. 
They  were  the  two  worst  men  in  that  beat  for  bothering  people  ;  and  they  were  men 
who  caused  pretty  much  all  the  rows  in  that  neighborhood.  Since  Mr.  Beamer  has 
been  dead,  it  has  been  pretty  calm  down  around  that  settlement.  Mr.  Oakley,  though, 
has  been  going  about  trying  to  run  over  them. 
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Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  men  in  disguise,  or  Ku-Klux,  traveling  through 
the  county  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  seen  none. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  some  that  went  to  Jefferson  one  night,  and  killed  a 
black  man. 

Question.  Who  did  they  kill  ? 

Answer.  Old  man  Robin  Westbrook. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  committing  any  other  violence  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  just  whipping  people  when  they  met  them;  they  met 
them  often  at  nights;  they  waylaid  .the  road  for  people. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  their  whipping  many  negroes  ? 

Ansvwr.  O,  yes,  sir ;  I  know  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  that  done. 

Question.  Have  you  talked  with  any  of  the  negroes  who  were  whipped  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  talked  with  some  of  them  that  has  been  whipped. 

Question.  What  did  tliey  tell  you  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  man  is  here  now  was  one  of  them. 

Question.  Who  is  he  ? 

Answe^\  I  forget  his  name;  he  worked  therewith  me  awhile;  I  forget  his  name. 
They  took  him  on  a  Saturday  evening,  I  think  it  was,  and  Walsh  Elkins  drew  a  gun 
on  him,  and  made  him  stop,  and  let  Mr.  John  Beamer  beat  him.  They  cut  great  gashes 
in  his  head ;  they  struck  him  over  the  head  with  a  light-wood  knot.  Walsh  Elkins 
^rew  his  gun  on  him  and  made  him  stop.     Wade  White  was  with  him  at  the  time. 

Question.  What  other  negroes  have  been  whipped  ? 

Answer.  I  know  Mr.  Oakley  whipped  Sam  White.  I  saw  him  knock  him  over  the 
head  with  a  stick  m  j  own  self. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  particularly  of  cases  where  negroes  have  been  whipped  at 
night,  by  men  in  disguise  ;  have  you  heard  of  many  such  cases  as  that  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  heard  of  but  one  case  of  that  kind,  and  that  was  when  that 
man  was  killed. 

Question,  Westbrook  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  a  man  whipped  the  same  night  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of;  they  killed  a  man  that  night.  The  night  these 
men  were  seen  a  man  was  killed — Robin  Westbrook.  I  understood  he  was  shot  and 
beat  to  death. 

Question.  What  other  negroes  have  you  heard  of  as  being  whipped  or  otherwise  out- 
raged by  the  Ku-Klux,  beside  these  you  have  mentioned  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  more,  sir,  to  my  recollection  ;  there  was  one  Dr. 
Smith  beat  a  black  man  very  bad  down  in  Jefferson,  one  night ;  I  don't  remember  his 
name  ;  he  lived  down  with  Mr.  Whitfield. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  black  man  after  Dr.  Smith  beat  him  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir  ;  he  knocked  him  down  with  a  club,  and  he  lay  there  like  he  was 
dead,  for  a  minute  or  two. 

Question.  Was  he  badly  injured? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  Dr.  Smith  cut  great  gashes  in  his  head. 

Question.  Did  you  see  that  ? 

Answer,  Yes.  Bir ;  and  plenty  more  men  saw  it. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  stick  did  Dr.  Smith  strike  him  with  ? 

Answer.  It  looked  to  me  like  a  hickory  stick. 

Question.  Did  he  do  anything  more  than  knock  him  down  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  came  it  ? 

Answer.  They  said  he  stole  some  pants  out  of  a  store,  and  they  sent  some  black  men 
down  the  road  to  overtake  him,  and  when  they  overtook  him  he  didn't  have  the  pants, 
and  they  sent  some  back,  and  they  searched  around  and  found  some  pants,  and  because 
lie  wouldn't  acknowledge  he  took  them  he  knocked  him  down,  and  the  store  wasn't 
his  own  neither ;  it  was  down  in  Mr.  James  Williams's  store. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  it  was  made  the  attack  upon  Dr.  Smith  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    1  was  not  at  home  at  the  time  that  was  done.    I  was  in  Selma. 

Question.  There  are  certain  men  in  jail  now  for  that  ? 

Answe)\  Yes,  sir  ;  they  say  so. 

Question.  What  do  you  know  of  any  men  being  taken  up  and  whipped,  in  order  to 
make  them  confess  who  it  was  that  fired  upon  Dr.  Smith  ? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  heard  when  I  got  home.  I  heard  that  was  done  ;  that  Mr. 
Oakley,  and,  I  think  they  said  Mr.  Tob  Kelly,  whipped  the  boys  to  make  them  say  it 
was  them  shot  at  him. 

Question.  How  many,  did  you  understand,  were  whipped  to  make  them  confess  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  but  one  ;  he  was  whipped  badly. 

Question,  Lewis? 
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Answer.  Yeh,  sir,  Lewis. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  any  others  were  whipped  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  recollection ;  anyhow,  I  heard  that  he  was  whipped 
badly ;  he  w^as  impudent,  they  said,  and  talked  too  independent,  and  they  beat  him 
mighty  badly,  and  made  him  own  up. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  they  made  him  give  the  names  of  certain  persons  who 
jSred  on  Dr.  Smith  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you*  hear  they  made  him  confess  ? 

Ansiver.  I  heard  they  made  him  say  it  Was  him,  and  Green,  and  Jack,  and  them 
other  boys,  that  shot  at  Dr.  Smith  ;  but  he  said  that  Jack  didn^t  shoot ;  that  Jack  never 
shot  at  him ;  that  Jack  fired  his  gun  at  the  time  they  were  shooting,  but  never  shot  at 
him  }  that  is  what  I  understood  he  said. 

Question.  How  did  it  happen,  if  there  were  so  many  shooting  at  Dr.  Smith,  with  a 
purpose  of  hitting  him,  that  he  never  received  any  wound  at  all? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  how  that  happened  ;  they  said  he  went  up  to  one  black  man's 
house  to  see  a  sick  child,  and  was  coming  riding  out  of  the  gate,  to  come  out  and  off  a 
piece,  and  they  began  to  fire  at  him,  and  lie  just  put  spurs  to  his  horse  and  went. 

Question.  Is  it  supposed  they  intended  to  hit  him,  or  scare  him? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard  anybody  say  whether  the  boys  went  there 
with  the  intention  of  killing  him  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  it  said  that  they  meant  to  kill  him  for  striking  that 
negro  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  I  never  heard  that  they  said  that,  because  J  know  some  of  the 
boys  they  have  got  in  there  ;  I  am  very  well  acquainted  with  them,  because  I  had  some 
of  them  hired,  working  with  me,  and  I  never  heard  them  say  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Question.  You  do  not  suppose  they  would  tell  you  they  meant  to  kill  him  ? 

Answer.  1  don't  know,  sir.     I  was  very  well  acquainted  with  the  boys. 

Question.  If  a  man  is  going  to  kill  another,  he  would  not  be  likely  to  tell  you  ? 

Answer.  There  is  one  thing  makes  i^  hard  on  the  boys ;  there  is  some  of  the  boys 
that  married  gals  that  white  men  had  been  keeping,  and  they  were  bitterly  opposed 
to  it,  and  that  is  w^hat  made  them  beat  them  so  bad  as  they  did. 

Question.  Beat  who  ? 

Answer.  These  boys  in  jail ;  some  of  them  married  girls  those  white  men  had  been 
keeping,  and  they  were  against  them,  and  didn't  want  the  boys  to  have  them  ;  and  they 
would  have  them  ;  that  was  the  occasion  of  his  beating  him  as  bad  as  he  did. 

Question.  Who  did  you  hear  beat  them  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Oakley,  Mr.  Tob  Kelly,  so  I  heard  ;  and  they  said  Tob  Kelly  said,  "  By 
God,  it  was  no  use  to  rear,"  and  ^'  they  all  had  this  country  and  newer,  and  intended 
to  hold  it." 

Question.  Who  did  he  say  that  to  ? 

Answer.  He  spoke  to  the  boys  they  had  prisoners ;  this  here  Lewis  was  stout  and 
hearty,  an  independent  sort  of  a  fellow,  and  he  made  that  remark  to  Lewis. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  these  boys  who  were  in  jail  here,  boys  of  good  character  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  respected  by  men,  except  them  men  that  had  charge  of 
them,  bringing  them  here,  because  they  were  against  them  anyhow,  on  account  of 
them  gals  ,*  they  were  good,  respectable  boys  ,•  some  of  them  carriage-drivers  and  super- 
intending around  the  house. 

Question.  You  do  not  believe  they  were  concerned  in  shooting  at  Dr.  Smith  at  all  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir,  I  never  have  believed  it. 

Question.  You  believe  they  were  arrested  and  put  in  jail  just  because  they  had  inter- 
fered with  the  lusts  of  these  white  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  isjust  what  I  thought,  and  I  think  it  yet ;  and  I  think  that  is 
why  they  did  me  as  they  did  ;  I  married,  and  they  didn't  wantine  to  marry  j  they  said 
if  1  married  that  gal,  I  would  have  to  quit  the  country. 

Question.  Who  told  that  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Oakley  said  so. 

Question.  Did  he  claim  her  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  he  would  claim  any  one  else's. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  in  the  habit  of  associating  with  the  colored  girls  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  that ;  Mr.  Tob  Kelly  is  another,  and  Mr.  George  Whitfield  is 
another ;  he  has  got  one  now ;  Mr.  Watt  Bradley  is  another ;  he  has  got  one  now ;  he 
attends  to  the  business  for  Mr.  George  Whitfield.  If  I  was  to  go  to  Jefferson  to-night, 
an(f  would  be  talking  to  one  of  the  girls,  and  he  would  hear  me,  he  would  come  and 
knock  me. 
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Question.  Is  it  a  common  tMog  for  white  men  in  this  part  of  the  country  to  sleep 
with  colored  women  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  known  by  everybody  about  this  country.  If  they  don't  let 
it  be  known  to  other  people,  the  people  all  around  the  settlement  knows  it,  white  and 
black.    Mr.  Press  Chaney  is  another  that  has  got  a  black  girl. 

Question.  Are  these  all  married  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  are  not  any  one  married. 

Question.  All  young  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  are  not  right  young,  but  settled  men,  about  like  that  man, 
fsefgeant-at-arms;"!  and  old  man  Beaman  is  almost  as  bad;  he  is  about  like  that  man^ 
[Mr.  Pratt ;]  about  that  age.    They  have  rode  there  at  Mr.  Lipscomb'-s  lots  at  night. 

Qu-estion.  Do  the  colored  women  prefer  white  lovers  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  tliey  do. 

Question.  Was  Lewis  whipped  before  he  was  put  in  jail  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  whipped  between  where  he  was  taken  up  and  in  jail. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  Dr.  Smith  was  present  when  Lewis  was  whipped  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  don't  know  whether  he  was  present  or  not.  They  whipped  some 
of  them  right  at  Jefferson— right  in  Jefferson ;  at  the  time  Mr.  Kelly  made  that  remark 
about  him  having  the  country  in  power,  they  beat  them  then. 

Question.  How  many  were  whipped  or  beaten  then  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  exactly ;  1  am  sure  Lewis  was  whipped,  because  he  was  sore 
and  sick  from  the  beating  after  he  was  put  in  jail. 

Question.  Did  Dr.  Smith  live  in  that  town — Jefferson  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  right  there. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  this  beating  was  done  with  Dr.  Smith's  knowledge  ? 

Answer.  I  don't  kttow,  sir ;  I  can't  be  sure  about  that. 

Question.  Dr.  Smith  is  regarded  as  a  very  good  man,  is  he  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  always  has  been. 

Question.  Respected  by  both  races  ? 

Ansive)\  Yes,  sir ;  by  white  and  black,  up  to  the  time  old  man  Eobin  was  killed ;  and 
I  heard  he  had  a  hand  in  that ;  I  heard  he  was  the  occasion  of  his  being  killed.  And 
since  then  the  people  are  all  down  on  him,  ever  since  his  death ;  some  of  the  white 
people,  even,  are  down  on  him. 

Question.  What  did  you  hear  Dr.  Smith  had  to  do  with  the  death  of  Westbrook  ? 

Ansicer.  Dr.  Smith  had  him  hired,  and  he  wouldn't  work  at  the  place  long,  and  kept 
quitting  Dr.  Smith,  and  somehow  Dr.  Smith  had  him  put  in  jail;  and  somehow  he 
got  out  of  jail  and  went  back,  and  Dr.  Smith  went  to  the  neighbors  in  Jefferson  ;  and 
they  said  they  gave  him  so  long  to  get  away  from  there,  to  get  out  of  the  towm,  and 
he  wouldn't  do  it;  and  Dr.  Smith  said  he  threatened  to  burn  up  his  house,  &c.,  and 
said  if  he  didn't  leave  the  town  he  would  wish  he  had  ;  and  from  that  talk,  and  the 
death  of  him,  the  people  think  he  was  the  occasion  of  his  being  killed. 

Question.  That  is  rumor;  you  do  not  know  that  that  is  true;  you  do  not  know  that 
Dr.  Smith  ever  said  these  things  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  that  is  what  I  heard.    I  did  not  hear  him  say  so. 

Question.  Were  Oakley  and  Kelly  friends  of  Dr.  Smith  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  thick. 

Question.  Were  they  intimate  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  Dr.  Smith  associate  with  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  reason  I  say  so  w^as,  because  he  was  doctor,  and  they  got  sick 
they  would  send  for  him. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  he  was  a  companion  with  them,  and  w^ould  join  them  in 
conversation  in  general  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  Dr.  Smith  in  company  with  them,  except  at  Mr.  Wil- 
liams's store,  the  night  they  beat  that  man  ;  it  was  no  time  from  that  that  old  Robin, 
was  killed.  That  was  the  first  time  I  saw  him  mixed  wuth  these  men  that  were  fight- 
ing. 

Question.  Did  you  see  Westbrook  after  he  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  didn't  see  him.  The  old  woman,  Robin's  wife,  said  the  men  made 
the  remark  that  night,  "  You're  dead,  and  you  may  stay  here  now  until  w^e  put  you 
away,  and  if  anybody  puts  you  away  we'll  put  them  away  ;'^  and  so  black  people  were 
afraid  to  go  there,  and  then  Mrs.  Westbrook  had  two  or  three  men  to  come  and  bur/ 
him  that  evening,  any  w^ay. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Who  is  Mrs.  Westbrook  ? 

Mswcr.  Mary  Westbrook — Mr.  Lipscomb's  sister— the  sister  of  the  man  I  lived 
with. 

Question.  She  had  him  buried  ? 


Hosted  by 


Google 


1392       CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE    SOUTHERN    STATES, 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  don't  know  as  she  sent  tliemto  bury  Mm,  but  the  men  working  on 
her  place  went  and  buried  him. 

Question,  Who  did  Robin  Westbrook's  wife  say  killed  Mm  ? 

Ansiver.  She  said  Dr.  Smith  was  there  for  one;  she  said  she  was  pretty  certain;  and 
John  Ellis ;  and  she  said  Watt  Bradley. 

Question.  Who  else? 

Answer.  That  is  all  I  heard  her  say  ;  she  called  them  names. 

Question.  She  spoke  very  positively  about  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  she  said  she  could  not  see  their  faces  ;  bu^she  was  right  there  with 
them,  and  knew  them  all  her  life  pretty  well ;  and  knew  the  shape,  and  how  the  men 
were  made,  and  just  went  from  that— by  the  legs  and  shape. 

Question.  Knew  the  voices  too  ? 

Answer.  They  sort  of  changed  the. voices,  but  she  said,  at  the  time  they  were  killing 
Mm,  and  going  on,  they  would  speak  so  that  she  could  catch  the  voices ;  they  would 
forget,  I  reckon,  and  speak  in  a  way  they  didn't  want  to  speak. 

Question.  When  did  you  hear  her  talking  about  it  ? 

Answer.  In  a  day  or  two  afterward. 

Question.  And  frequently  since  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  about  three  or  four  weeks  ago,  here  in  town. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  her  talk  about  it  to>day  ? 

Answer  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  yesterday  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    I  have  not  seen  her  for  two  or  three  weeks. 

Question.  You  are  sure  she  said  Dr.  Smith  was  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  said  she  was  certain  he  was  there — ^like  it  was  done  to-night. 
Dr.  Smith  was  missing  from  home,  and  was  gone  two  or  three  days,  and  when  Dr. 
Smith  did  get  home  he  went  in  bed ;  he  was  wounded  or  got  hurt ;  that  is  what  made 
her  believe  it  was  Dr.  Smith  who  was  home ;  that  he  was  one.  I  know  Dr.  Smith  was 
sick,  and  was  away  from  home,  because  I  went  to  Jefferson,  where  he  lived,  and  he 
was  not  at  home,  and  his  wife  said  she  didn't  know  where  he  was;  that  he  went  off 
that  night,  and  she  didn't  know  where  he  was,  and  when  he  did  come  home  he  came 
home  wounded  ;  she  said  that  there  was  a  man  got  wounded,  and  they  picked  him  up 
and  carried  him  off',  and  left  her  husband  lying  there;  that  is  the  reason  the  man  said, 
"  I  have  killed  you  now,  and  you  will  lie  here  until  I  put  you  away  ; "  it  was  most  day, 
and  they  hurried  off"  with  this  wounded  man,  and  Dr.  Smith  was  missed  from  home 
two  or  three  days. 

Question.  Did  she  say  she  recognized  Dr.  Smith  by  his  size  and  shape  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  man  that  was  struck  was  about  his  size  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  badly  wounded  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  because  he  lay  in  bis  bed  some  time. 

Question.  Whereabouts  was  he  wounded? 

Ansiver.  I  never  learned  whereabout. 

Question.  What  was  he  struck  with? 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  I  didn't  ask;  they  said  the  old  man  was  fighting  when  they 
were  shooting  at  him,  and  he  hit  him  with  something,  I  never  learned  what. 

Question.  She  was  very  positive  about  Smith  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir,  about  Smith  and  Johnny  Ellis;  a  little  low  duck-legged  man ;  any- 
body could  tell  him  when  they  saw  him. 

Question.  She  knew  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  was  pretty  certain  about  him,  because  when  they  started  off 
he  dropped  his  hat — he  must  have  been  excited  some  way — and  when  he  got  off  a 
piece,  some  one  hollered  to  him,  "John,  where's  your  hat?"  and  he  ran  back,  and  got 
bis  hat. 

Question.  Who  else  was  it  she  said  she  knew  ? 

Answer.  Them,  she  said,  she  svas  pretty  certain  of,  but  the  balance  of  them — ^Watt 
Bradley,  she  spoke  of  him,  and  thinks  he  was  one  of  them;  he  stays  at  Mr.  George 
Whitfield's,  and  attends  to  business  for  him  ;  that  is  what  she  said. 

Qiiestion.  When  did  she  tell  you  that — immediately  after  he  was  killed  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  directly  after  he  was  killed ;  she  was  going  about  there,  and 
troubled,  and  didn't  know  where  to  go  to  be  safe;  that  they  might  kill  her;  she  said 
when  they  came  in  that  night,  they  told  her  to  stand  back  and  make  herself  easy ;  that 
they  wanted  her  boy,  Robin,  but  didn't  want  her.  "We  want  your  Robin,  and  don't 
want  you  ;  make  yourself  easy." 

By  the  Chairman  : 
(fuGstion.  Did  she  think  they  were  all  white  men  who  came  there  and  killed  her  hus- 
band ? 

Answer.  I  heard  her  say  she  thought  there  was  some  black  men  with  them,  because 
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there  was  a  crowd  of  men  that  staid  out  of  doorS;  and  the  ones  that  staid  out  of  doors, 
she  thought,  was  black  men. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  She  says  she  went  out/and  one  of  the  men  out  of  doors  had  no  cover  over 
his  face,  no  disguise. 

Answer,  I  never  heard  her  say  that. 

Question.  Did  she  not  say  she  went  out  while  these  men  were  attacking  her  hus- 
band? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  her  say  she  went  out.  She  said  a  crowd  was  standing  out 
doors,  and  she  thinks  they  were  black  men  ;  when  they  started  off,  that  was  the  time 
this  man  dropped  his  bat,  and  she  was  out  doors  then. 

Question.  What  made  her  think  those  out  of  doors  were  black  men  ? 

An8we7\  I  don't  know ;  it  may  have  been  from  the  actions.  I  heard  her  make  that 
remark ;  in  fact  I  have  known  some  black  people  were  very  thick  with  them  myself; 
whether  they  went  with  them  in  sudi  a  thing  as  that  I  don't  know  ;  I  mean  thick  with 
Mr.  Oakley  and  them  men. 

Question.  Did  she  say  Oakley  was  there  ? 

Ansiver.  O,  yes ;  she  said  he  was  there ;  she  knew  him  by  his  walk ;  he  was  a 
short-legged  man,  a  crippled  man,  one  long  leg  and  one  short  one. 

Question.  That  makes  four ;  Watt  Bradley,  Oakley,  John  Ellis,  and  Dr.  Smith? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  her  call  them  names,  and  what  made. he^ believe  so  strong 
of  Dr.  Smith  was  his  leaving  home  that  night,  being  missed  from  home  and  coming 
home  wounded.  When  the  men  took  him  away  from  the  house  to  kill  this  man,  they 
didn't  go  toward  Dr.  Smith's  house  with  this  wounded  man,  but  back  toward  the 
woods,  down  toward  Judd  Oakley's. 

Question.  There  was  a  coroner's  inquest  over  the  body,  was  there  not  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  there  was. 

Question.  Did  not  Mr.  Jackson,  a  lawyer,  come  there  from  Linden  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  know  of.    I  didn't  go  out  there,  though. 

Question.  Did  she  make  any  complaints  against  these  people  to  the  authorities  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  she  was  scared  to  do  it ;  she  was  afraid  to  say  anything. 

Question.  She  told  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  she  was  not  talking  to  me,  but  talking  to  people  at  church ;  I  heard 
them  talking  right  in  the  church-yard. 

Question.  To  the  black  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  black  people  she  was  talking  to  ?  i 

Ansiver.  No,  sir.  I  think  Jim  Finch  and  Jim  Finch's  wife,  and  Sam  White.  I  don't 
know  who,  but  I  know  there  was  a  whole  crowd,  and  it  was  srhortly  after  he  was 
killed  ;  and  I  heard  her  make  use  of  fchem  words  right  there  at  the  church-yard,  at  the 
same  time  the  white  men  were  then  lying  around  the  church.  They  would  go  and  lie 
around  the  church  as  long  as  there  was  anybody  on  the  ground.  That  is  how  she 
came  to  start  to  talk  about  them  ;  they  rode  up  in  the  church-yard,  and  they  com- 
menced talking  about  it. 

Question.  Did  theee  men  Oakley,  Smith,  and  the  rest  ride  up  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  Oakley  and  Beaman  rode  up  to  the  church-yard. 

Question.  Did  she  know  Beaipan  was  there  ? 

Answe)*.  Yes,  sir.  She  said,  "  You  is  the  two  grand  rascals  now  that  took  my  hus- 
band's life." 

Question.  Beaman  and  Oakley  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  she  went  on  and  called  Mr»  Watt  Bradley's  name,  and  John 
Ellis's  name,  and  Dr.  Smith. 

Question.  She  spoke  as  if  she  was  perfectly  certain? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  talked  like  she  was  willing  to  go  any  place  and  say  so. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  wh^ether  she  has  sworn  anywhere  that  they  were  there 
that  night  ? 

An8W€!i\  No,  sir;  I  know  she  has  not;  because  she  was  scared ;  she  never  went  any- 
where. 

Question.  Did  she  speak  of  anybody  else  she  ^new  ? 

Answefi'.  No,  sir ;  not  a&  I  know  of. 

Question.  How  many  did  she  say  were  there  ? 

Answm\  I  never  heard  her  say ;  but  a  good  crowd  of  them,  a  big  crowd. 

Question..  Did  she  say  she  did  not  know  any  more  of  them  than  these  five  you  have 
mentioned? 

Answer.  That  is  all  I  heard  her  call  the  names  of  that  she  was  pretty  certain. 

Question.  Did  she  say  she  knew  any  of  the  others? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  she  didn^t  say  she  knew  any  of  the  ofchers* 

Question.  Did  she  say  those  were  all  that  she  knew  ? 
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Ansiver.  No;  she  didn^t  say  that  was  all;  that  was  all  the  names  I  heard  her  make 
the  remark  about. 

Question.  She  said  positively  that  Smith  was  the  man  who  was  struck  ? 

Answer.  She  was  satisfied  of  Dr.  Smith. 

Question.  That  he  was  the  man  who  was  struck  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  thought  it  all  the  time ;  and  then,  after  he  was  missed  from 
home  and  came  home  wounded,  she  was  satisfied. 

Question.  What  did  Dr.  Smith  have  on — a  disguise  ? 

Answer,  She  said  he  had  something  over  his  face  with  red  eyebrows,  I  think,  and  a 
red  nose,  and  a  mouth,  and  some  of  the  women  spoke  then,  and  said  they  were  faces ; 
she  said  I  never  saw  none  of  the  faces  before. 

Question.  Her  son  was  there  too  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  in  the  house  when  they  started ;  somehow,  when  they 
were  fighting  at  his  father,  he  got  out,  and  I  think  when  he  got  out  by  her,  some  two 
or  three  shot  at  him. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  to  Tiller  Reese  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  talked  to  him.  I  saw  him  yesterday  evening,  and  I  was 
talking  to  him. 

Question.  Did  he  say  ho  knew  any  of  the  people  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  didn^t  say  for  certain  he  knew  any  of  them. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  ? 

Answer.  I  have  got  his  belief  about  it,  and  he  has  got  his  belief,  that  it  was  Dr. 
Smith,  and  Mr.  Oakley,  and  Mr.  Beaman;  just  the  same  ones  his  mother  has;  he  believes 
that  strong. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  yesterday  evening  he  believed  these  men  were  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  jfrightened,  and  got  out  as  quick  as  he  could,  out  of  the 
house,  and  he  didn't  see  the  half  his  mother  saw,  because  she  staid  in  the  house. 

Question.  He  is  very  positive  about  Dr.  Smith,  though  ? 

AnswefT.  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  hang  on  him ;  and  Dr.  Smith  is  expicioned  by  right  smart 
of  the  white  people ;  expicioned  because  he  has  been  doing  the  doctoring  for  Mr.  Lips- 
comb, and  he  has  quit  him  since.  Dr.  Smith  has  not  been  to  Mr.  Lipscomb's  since  that 
thing  occurred. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  he  suspects  him  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so,  mighty  strong,  because  he  and  Mr.  Lipscomb  were  great  old 
cronies  before  that.  He  would  go  to  his  house  and  they  would  talk,  and  he  would 
always  send  for  him  as  a  doctor ;  he  has  never  had  him  on  the  place  since  that  time. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Lipscomb  say  why  he  did  not  have  him  there? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  never  heard  Mr.  Lipscomb  say  that  myself,  but  I  heard  Harriet, 
the  house  servant — I  heard  her  say  so ;  she  staid  about  the  house.  She  said,  "  I  heard 
Massa  Joe  say  he  would  never  have  any  more  use  for  Dr.  Smith." 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Are  the  colored  people  in  that  part  of  the  county  afraid  of  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  are. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  of  them  staying  out  in  the  woods  at  night  for  fear  of 
the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  none  that  stays  out  in  the  woods  on  account  of  the 
Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  having  left  that  part  of  the  country  for  fear  of  the 
Ku-Klux? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  believe  I  know  any  that  has  left  on  account  of  that,  except 
what  has  come  back ;  in  the  time  old  man  Robin  was  killed,  a  good  many  left ;  I  left 
myself,  and  some  three  or  four  more  around  the  settlement. 

Question.  What  did  you  leave  for  ? 

Answer.  Before  they  killed  him  Mr.  Oakley  tried  to  whip  me,  at  Jefferson,  one  night, 
and  I  was  afraid,  after  they  killed  him,  that  they  would  come  to  my  house. 

Question.  You  say  others  left  for  the  same  reason  you  did  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  men  right  on  our  plantation  would  have  left,  but  Mr.  Lipscomb 
kept  after  them  and  got  them  to  stay. 

Question.  Where  colored  men  have  been  mistreated,  are  they  afraid  to  go  and  make 
complaint  before  an  officer  of  the  law,  for  fear  they  will  be  Ku-Kluxed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  a  very  general  fear  among  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then,  if  they  suspect  or  know  of  the  names  of  persons  who  have  injured 
them,  are  they  afraid  to  go  and  testify  as  to  those  names  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  afraid  to  go  and  report  the  men  that  bother  them ;  in  Mr. 
Oakley's  life-time,  and  Mr.  Beaman's,  if  I  had  come  here  and  reported  Mr.  Oakley  the 
next  day  after  he  bothered  me,  he  would  have  shot  me  the  first  chance  he  got  at  me, 
or  he  would  have  beat  me  nearly  to  death ;  and  that  was  the  reason  so  much  was  car- 
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ried  on  around  there  in  Jefferson ;  he  would  beat  the  folks,  and  knock  them  about,  and 
nobody  would  report  him. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  it  said  that  where  the  Ku-Klux  abused  people  -they  told 
them  if  they  reported  it  they  would  come  back  and  kill  them  ? 

Ansicer,  Jfo,  sir ;  I  never  heard  that.  I  have  heard  the  people  say  if  they  did  report 
them  they  would  kill  them,  but  I  never  heard  them  say  so ;  it  was  the  people  they 
bothered ;  and  I  was  afraid  to  do  it  on  that  account. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  fear  is  shared  by  the  colored  people  generally  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  feel  that  way ;  but  the  thing  is  getting  pretty  much  quieted 
down  in  that  part  of  the  country  now. 

Question.  You  think  these  two  men  were  the  ringleaders  of  these  acts  of  violence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  ringleaders ;  always  the  very  head  men. 

Question.  Were  they  supposed  to  be  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  these  two  were  called  the  captains. 

Question.  Captains  of  the  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  called  that  among  the  people  which  they  had  been  both- 
ering. After  Mr.  Beaman's  death  there  was  a  change,  because  Mr.  Oakley  couldn't  get 
no  men  to  run  with  him,  and  there  was  a  change  after  his  death. 


Demopolis,  Alabama,  October  26, 1871. 

SHEPEED  FENDERSON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  This  witness  is  called  by  the  minority  and  will  be  examined  by 
General  Blair. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  ? 

Answer,  Three  and  a  half  nules  from  Jefferson,  in  this  county. 

Question.  What  do  you  do  ? 

Answer.  I  farm,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  been  living  at  this  place  two  years. 

Question.  Sheperd,  do  you  know  anything  in  rega»d  to  the  killing  of  a  man  named 
Eobin  Westbrook? 

Answer.  He  was  living  in  three  and  a  half  miles  of  me,  where  he  was  killed,  at  Jef- 
ferson. So  far  as  knowing  who  killed  him,  personally,  I  cannot  say,  but  he  was  shot 
there  at  a  place  of  Mr.  Nat.  Norwood's, 

Question.  You  were  there  soon  afterward  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  were  not. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Bobin  f 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  man  was  he  f  ^ 

Ansicer.  He  was  a  ^ery  talkative  man,  but  very  little  harm  in  him,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Quarrelsome? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  quarrelsome.  He  lived  close  beside  me,  at  Mr.  Kelly's  place. 
He  worked  there  after  being  in  jail  at  Linden,  and  cleared  at  the  trial.  Dr.  Smith 
had  him  put  in  jail.  After  that,  he  went  to  live  with  Mr.  Kelly,  who  wanted 
him  to  work  there,  for  fear  of  an  accident— some  of  them  might  trouble  him.  He 
went  up  to  where  his  wife  cooked  for  Mr.  Norwood,  only  a  day  and  a  half  before  he 
was  killed.    He  expected  to  move  away  the  next  morning  to  Mr.  Calvin  Dyer's  place. 

QueMion.  Did  you  talk  with  his  wife  after  his  death  ? 

Answer,  1  talked  a  little  with  her. 

Question,  Did  she  sslj  who  killed  him  7 

Answer.  She  had  an  idea  wlio  killed  him ;  but  she  said  to  me  she  feared  to  say  who 
it  was.    She  seemed  to  know,  but  was  afraid  to  say. 

Question,  She  did  not  tell  you,  then  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  she  tell  you  any  cause  that  was  likely  to  have  led  to  it  T 

Answer,  She  did  not. 

Question,  Did  she  intimate  any  dispute  he  had  had  with  any  one  ? 

Answer,  None  at  all,  sir.  Yes,  he  had  one  with  this  man  Crudip ;  he  had  a  little  dis- 
pute with  him.  In  his  drinking  way,  Mr.  Crudip  was  very  annoying  when  he  got  to 
drinking— catching  and  pulling  you  about  when  he  was  drunk.  Outside  of  that,  I 
heard  of  none. 

Question,  Did  she  attribute  his  kUling  to  his  political  sentiments ;  that  any  one  killed 
him  on  that  account  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  she  wouldn't  come  out  right  plain  and  say  to  me,  there  afc  the 
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church,  right  plain,  after  the  burial  of  him ;  hut  she  said,  "  I  knew  who  they  were,  for 
he  had  a  dog- iron,  and  he  made  a  mark  upon  one  I  know/'  I  asked  which  one.  She 
said,  "  I  dare  not  say.    If  I  did,  I  could  not  stay  until  to-morrow  morning." 

Question,  She  did  not,  then,  intimate  to  you  who  the  parties  were  that  she  suspected  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  her  telling  apy  one  else  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Never  whilst  she  was  there  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  present  in  the  church  at  that  time  when  she  was  talking 
in  the  chnrchyard  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  two  white  men  ride  up  in  the  yard  at  that  time  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  they  did — they  did,  sir. 

Question.  Who  were  they? 

Answer.  Let  me  see  who  they  were.  There  was  always  four  or  five  or  six  cruising 
around  the  church. 

Question.  Was  Mr.  Oakley  one  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  one. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  Beaman  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Mr.  Beaman  was  not  there. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Watt  Bradley  one  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    Bill  Wade  White  came  up  with  them. 

Question.  Were  you  standing  by  her  side  when  they  came  up  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  turned  off. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  her  say  these  two  men  were  two  of  the  scoundrels  "  that  killed 
my  husband?" 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  her  say  that,  but  I  understood  she  did  say  so. 

Question.  You  understood  she  had  said  so  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  to  ? 

Ansiver.  Sam  Hildreth  was  telling  me  he  heard  a  conversation  pass  in  which  she 
made  the  expression. 

Question.  Did  she  then  go  on  to  Hildreth  and  indicate  other  persons  ? 

Ansiver.  Not  that  I  know. 

Question.  Did  she  say  that  Dr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  persons  ? 

Answ€fi\  I  heard  that  she  said  Dr.  Smith  was  one  of  the  parties,  but  not  to  me. 

Question,  You  heard  of  her  saying  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did. 

Question.  Did  she  say  that  Dr.  Smith  was  the  one  her  husband  struck? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir.  I  nnderstood  she  said  John  Beaman  was  the  one  her  husband  struck. 
She  didn^t  tell  me  so. 

Question.  Did  she  say  it  injured  Beaman  very  much  ? 

Ansiver.  She  said  whichever  one  it  was  was  seriously  injured. 

Question.  For  what  reason— <lid  she  suspect  Beaman  was  wounded  about  that  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  that  time.  He  claimed  the  right  of  going  and  taking  some 
lager  beer,  and  he  got  i^erfectly  deranged  from  that  time  to  the  time  he  di^d ;  and  one 
of  his  friends  went  to  see  him,  a  colored  man ;  his  father  remarked  to  him — I  started  to 
see  him  myself— I  had  heard  a  good  deal  of  talk — and  before  I  got  there  I  met  the  col- 
ored man  David,  saying  his  father  would  not  admit  his  friends  to  go  in  and  see  him, 
and  I  turned  back. 

Question.  It  was  reported  that  it  was  lager  beer  that  deranged  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  from  lager,  it  was  so  said,  that  he  died  of  the  yellow  disease. 

Question.  That  is  the  disease — that  affects  the  urine  ?. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Discolors  the  urine,  and  makes  it  very  red  and  yellow  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  asked  Mr.  Bradley  about  it:  He  said  he  died  of  the  yellow  dis- 
ease. I  said,  do  you  know  that  Mr.  Bradley  sent  to  my  house  the  day  Rob  was  killed, 
on  that  night  very  sick,  unable  to  ride  horseback,  but  could  ride  in  a  buggy,  and  I 
sent  word  my  buggy  was  engaged,  and  he  sent  to  a  neighbor  of  mine  for  his  buggy,  and 
was  carried  to  Jefferson  that  evening  in  this  buggy,  and  the  buggy  came  back  again, 
and  the  next  morning  he  was  well  enough  to  ride  home  ;  whether  the  atmosphere  im- 
proved his  health  that  much,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Who  was  that — Beaman  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Bradley.  He  was  able  to  ride  back  next  morning  horseback,  and 
was  unable  to  ride  that  evening  half  an  hour  by  sun. 
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Question.  Did  you  see  Bradley  ? 

Answer .  Yes,  sir ;  when  he  came  back  he  did  not  look  to  me  like  a  man  that  had  been 
very  sick,  so  he  could  not  ride  horseback. 

Question,  Where  was  he  brought  from  ? 

Answer,  He  was  carried  from  a  plantation  that  I  now  live  on.  I  live  on  the  west 
quarter  of  the  plantation,  and  he  about  a  mile  from  me  ;  and  when  he  came  out  from 
the  place  he  lived  to  go  to  Jefferson,  he  came  out  by  my  house. 

Question,  You  think,  then,  that  Bradley  did  not  want  the  buggy  for  his  own  use  f 

Answer.  He  wanted  it  for  his  own  use,  but  he  was  somewhat  suspicious  of  this  scrape, 
and  he  claimed  the  right  of  being  sick,  and  to  go  out  in  the  buggy ;  and  the  next  morn- 
ing he  came  back  horseback ;  he  sent  a  boy  all  around,  to  two  or  three  different  places, 
to^get  a  buggy. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Was  that  night  that  he  went  to  Jefferson  the  night  Westbrook  was  killed  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Did  Bradley  have  any  marks  on  him? 

Answer.  None  that  I  could  see.*^ 

Question.  Any  marks  of  any  injury  inflicted  ? 

Ansiver.  None  at  all. 

Question.  She  then  expressed  the  opinion  that  Beaman  got  wounded  that  night  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.,  Did  you  ever  hear  her  say  that  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  her  say  that  individually,  myself.  I  heard  others  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, generally,  say  that  was  the  death  of  Mr.  Beaman. 

Question.  That  was  the  opinion  ? 

Answer.  That  was  the  general  opinion. 

Question.  Now,  she  was  here  yesterday  and  t«sti£ed  tnat  her  husband  struck  Sid 
Lipscomb ;  that  he  was  all  covered  with  blood,  "v^hich  streamed  down  his  face  and  his 
bosom,  and  that  she  identified  him  and  knew  it  was  Sid  Lipscomb. 

Answer.  If  she  believed  that,  her  opinion  was  different.  She  at  that  time  believed  it 
was  Mr.  Beaman.  There  was  about  eight  or  nine  of  them,  probably  there  mought 
have  been  ten,  from  her  expression,  that  I  thought  were  there )  but  in  the  fright,  I 
do  not  know  that  she  could  say  safely  who  it  was. 

Question.  She  did  not  mention  Mr.  Beaman's  name  as  having  been  there.  She  men- 
tioned several  names,  and  his  name  was  not  mentioned ;  but  she  declared,  upon  her 
oath,  she  identified  Sid  Lipscomb  as  the  man  struck  and  carried  out  of  the  house. 

Answer.  Well,  shortly  after  that,  I  heard  that  he  was  quite  sick.  A  day  after  that  I 
heard  he  was  quite  sick. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  ? 

Answer.  I  never  saw  him  at  all.  I  did  not  go  to  see  him  at  all.  I  heard  he  was  sick, 
and  it  was  so  ;  that  all  the  people  thought  he  was  injured  in  that  skirmish.  I  asked 
Mr.  Hagood,  who  lived  close  by  him,  what  was  the  matter  with  him.  He  said  he  was 
quite  sick.  He  says  they  did  not  intend  to  kill  old  Robin.  "  What  did  they  intend  to 
do,  then?^'  I  asked.  He  said;  "They  just  intended  to  make  a  raid  on  him,  to  make 
him  submit,  and  do  as  he  ought  to  do.  I  do  not  think  they  intended  to  kill  him."  I 
says,  "  They  missed  it  a  good  ways  then,  for  they  did  kill  him." 

Question.  Mr.  Hagood  assumed,  then,  that  Sid  Lipscomb  was  one  of  the  party  ? 

Answer.  He  did  not  say  that ;  he  only  said  Sid  Lipscomb  was  quite  sick,  and  he  did 
not  think I  said,  "  Who  killed  old  Robin  ?  " 

Question.  He  did  not  connect  it  the  way  you  first  spoke  it.  You  interpolated  the  ques* 
tion,  "  Wbo  killed  old  Robin  ?  "  and  it  was  in  response  to  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  told  me  Sid  Lipscomb  was  quite  sick.  Says  I,  "  Who  killed  old 
Robin  ?  "  He  says,  "  I  don't  know."  Says  I,  "  Somebody  did."  Says  he,  "  He  is  a  ter- 
rible old  rascal,"  and,  "  They  did  not  intend  to  kill  him,  I  don't  suppose."  They  in- 
tended to  make  a  raid  on  him,  and,  he  being  so  vicious,  I  expect  caused  them  to  kill 
him. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  him  to  intimate  that  Lipscomb  was  one  of  the  parties  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not,  more  th'an  I  asked  him  how  he  was,  and  he  said  he  was 
quite  sick. 

Question.  He  is  a  neighbor  ? 

Answeir.  Yes,  sir  ;  a  close  neighbor  of  his. 

Question.  You  did  not  infer  from  his  remark  that  he  intended  to  implicate  Lipscomb 
in  the  affair,  did  you  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all. 

t^uestion.  He  said  that  old  Robin  was  a  terrible  old  rascal,  and  vicious  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  "a  vicious  old  fellow,"  and,  "  They  might  have  expected  his  death 
almost  any  time.'' 

Question.  Was  he  vicious? 
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Answer,  I  did  not  consider  him  so.  He  was  a  good  old  Baptist,  as  I  thouglit,  and 
they  had  wronged  him  a  good  deal  out  of  his  labor,  and  he  would  hot  work  where  he 
did  not  want  to  work,  and  where  they  did  him  injustice. 

Question.  What  did  he  mean  to  say  that  he  was  an  old  rascal  for  ? 

Anstver.  He  said  he  was  sassy  and  vicious. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  of  that  sort  about  him  ? 

Anstoe)'.  No,  sir ;  none  at  all. 

Question.  What  was  the  general  idea  in  the  community  as  to  the  cause  of  his  death  ? 

A7i8iver.  The  people  generally  think  the  cause  of  his  death  was  the  beating  of  Dr. 
Smith  in  the  lawsuit.  Dr.  Smith  put  him  in  jail,  and  Dr.  Smith  had  the  costs  to  pay ; 
that  was  the  general  opinion.  And  after  that — after  Rob  was  killed — they  said  Rob 
had  threatened  to  burn  Dr.  Smith's  house,  but  I  never  heard  Rob  say  that'. 

Question.  Who  did  you  hear  it  from,  that  he  had  threatened  to  burn  Dr.  Smith's 
house  ? 

Anmver.  Mr.  Hagood  told  me  he  understood  that  he  threatened  to  bum  it. 

Question.  Did  anybody  suppose  that  Dr.  Smith  was  in  that  crowd  that  killed  him  ? 

A^isiver.  I  do  not  know  as  I  have  a  right  to  say,  but  it  was  the  opinion.  Now,  this 
man  Aleck,  that  worked  down  at  Mr.  Allen's,  he  was  there  at  Jefferson.  Aleck  is  now 
at  Linden.  He  said  Dr.  Smith  killed  him,  and  Dr.  Smith  and  Jud  Oakley  made  him 
go  away  from  Jefferson  under  the  influence  of  the  conversation  he  had  had. 

Question.  Because  he  said  he  believed  Smith  had  killed  him? 

Answer'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Smith  waiS  irritated  at  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  and  told  him  he  had  not  only  to  go  away  from  there,  but  to  go 
out  of  the  county.    I  saw  him  Monday  at  Linden.    I  was  there  before  the  jary. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  that  then  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  asked  him  the  cause  of  his  going  away.  He  said  Dr.  Smith  said 
he  had  been  talking  about  him,  and  Dr.  Smith  said  he  should  have  said  he  was  the 
cause  of  the  death  of  old  Rob,  and  he  had  to  get  away  from  there.  He  said  it  was  an 
unjust  charge  he  had  against  him. 

Question.  What  did  he  mean  by  saying  it  was  an  unjust  charge  ? 

Answer.  It  was  an  unjust  charge  that  Dr.  Smith  had  against  him. 

Question.  That  he  never  had  said  so  ? 

Answer.  That  he  never  had  said  so. 

Question.  But  it  had  been  attributed  to  him  by  others  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  infer  from  that  that  he  did  not  make  the  charge  against  Smith  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  he  did  not  make  it. 

Question.  Did  he  say  he  believed  it  ? 

Answer.  Dr.  Smith  and  Jud  Oakley  claimed  to  believe  it. 

Question.  But,  in  your  conversation  with  Aleck,  he  said  it  was  an  unjust  charge  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. , 

Question.  That  he  never  had  asserted  that  Smith  did  it  ? 

Answer.  That  is  so. 

Question.  Did  he  say  he  believed  it  ? 

Anstccr.  He  said  he  had  his  belief,  but  he  did  not  explain  it  to  me. 

Question.  But  he  never  had  said  so  ? 

Answer.  That  hcnever  had  said  so.  I  came  on  Monday  from  court,  and  met  Ben. 
Besteeter  right  at  his  bars,  and  he  then  showed  me  where  the  party  was  standing  that 
they  said  shot  at  Dr.  Smith.  They  either  must  have  shot  down  in  the  ground  or  shot 
in  the  air.    They  could  not  have  been  that  close  and  not  have  hit  him  or  his  horse. 

Question.  Did  you  infer  from  that  there  was  no  shooting  at  all  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  must  not  have  been  any  shooting. 

Question.  That  is  your  opinion  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  opinion,  gentlemen,  honestly ;  the  first  gun  that  was  fired  was  not 
farther  than  from  here  to  that  window,  (five  feet ;)  he  must  have  shot  right  up  or  right 
down,  or  he  must  have  hit  him  or  the  horse. 

Question.  You  think  it  was  mighty  bad  sbooting? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  mighty  bad  shooting  if  it  had  been  midnight. 

Question.  It  is  stated  that  the  men  admitted  the  shooting  ? 

Answer.  O,  under  the  circumstances  und^r  which  they  labored,  I  am  not  at  all  sur- 
prised that  they  admitted  the  shooting ;  if  you  were  going  to  whip  me  severely,  I  do 
not  know  what  sort  of  a  tale  I  would  tell;  I  reckon  I  would  be  as  apt  to  tell  you  a 
story  as  the  truth,  to  clear  myself  of  the  punishment. 

Question.  Were  they  whipped  ? 

Ansicer.  Certainly. 

Question.  Who  whipped  them  ? 

Answfir.  They  said  this  man,  Dr.  Gillespie,  or  Judge  Gillespie,  or  some  such  man,  did 
a  portion  of  the  whipping,  but  I  did  not  see,  and  a  boy  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Mrs. 
Hildreth  came  out  badly  bruised;  this  man  knocked  him  by  the  side  of  the  head;  badly 
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bruised.  Judge  Gellispie  punished  the  fellow  right  smart,  and  Mr.  George  Whitefield 
was  there,  and  he  said,  "  Just  quit  knocking  that  hoy  about,  for  he  is  innocent  and  ig- 
norant ;  that  boy  knows  nothing  about  if  The  fellow  was  absolutely  so  scared  he 
says  they  asked  him  who  shot  the  first  gun ;  he  says,  "  I  did,  I  shot  the  first  gun."  He 
was  excited  and  ignorant,  and  acknowledged  he  shot  the  first  gun,  and  he  was  nowhere 
there ;  they  have  a  witness  that  he  was  at  home ;  they  kept  him  there  some  two  or 
three  days,  and  knocked  him  about,  and  these  other  boys  saw  how  they  punished 
Richard  Lewis,  and  they  made  an  acknowledgment  that  they  were  in  it. 

Question,  It  is  your  belief  that  there  was  no  shooting  at  all? 

Ansiver.  As  close  as  that  was,  there  was  no  shooting,  there  could  not  have  been. 
Gentlemen,  if  either  of  you  go  there  and  let  that  man  place  you  where  the  shooting 
was  done,  as  large  a  horse  as  Dr.  Smith  had,  it  must  have  hit  the  horse  oi  man — one. 

Question.  Dr.  Smith  Avent  to  a  neighbor,  close  by  ? 

Answer.  He  went  to  Ben  Besteeter^s  house — he  was  there. 

Question.  He  did  not  go  back  there  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  he  went  to  Mr.  Bradley's  house — a  neighbor. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Bradley  hear  the  firing  ? 

Ansiver.  I  never  heard  by  him — he  has  gone  to  North  Alabama. 

Question,  Did  Ben  hear  the  firing '/ 

Ansiver.  Ben  didn't  say. 

Question.  Ben  said  he  believed  that  those  men  were  going  to  punish  him  ? 

Answer.  Well,  he-  was  excited.  I  do  not  know  that  he  knew  properly.  I  think  if 
the  thing  was  well  searched  right,  it  would  be  found  out  that  may  be  some  of  them 
were  going  to  punish  him.  He  kept  the  church  locked  up  one  night  because  he  was  a 
Methodist,  and  the  Baptists  wanted  to  preach  there — it  may  be  they  wanted  to  get  at 
him,  but  if  they  had  they  would  have  hit. 

Question.  Did  you  have  the  position  pointed  out  to  you  by  Dr.  Smith  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  by  Ben.    He  showed  me  where  it  was  Monday  evening. 

Question.  Might  not  Smith  have  been  farther  than  Ben  indicated  to  you  f 

An8wet\  No,  sir;  he  said  his  son  was  pulling  the  bars  down  when  they  shot;  it 
seemed  to  me  they  must  have  hit  him ;  I  did  not  question  him  any  further.  I  said 
they  could  not  have,  missed  him  unless  they  shot  up  or  down. 

Question.  Did  Ben's  boy  say  there  was  any  shooting? 

Answer,  I  did  not  see  him. 

Question.  Certainly  the  boy  would  have  told  his  father  whether  there  was  or  not  ? 

Answer.  Ben  says  to  me/  '^  Here's  where  they  say  they  shot  Dr.  Smith ;  there's  where 
the  first  one  shot,  and  the  other  here,  and  the  other  there,  and  two  along  here."  I 
says,  "I  don't  want  to  hear,  for  I  cannot  prove  it ;  if  you  were  called  on  I  cannot  tell 
anything  about  it,  more  than  I  heard  you  say." 

Question.  Did  Ben  express  any  doubt  that  the  shooting  was  done  ? 

An8we7\  No,  sir ;  not  with  the  voice,  but  he  laughed  as  if  there  was  a  little  doubt 
whether  there  was  any  shooting  done. 

^westion.  Any  attempt  to  kill  him? 

Answer.  No  attempt  to  kill  him. 

Question.  But  he  did  not  dispute  that  there  was  shooting  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  was  no  firing  ? 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  firing  at  all ;  if  they  were  they  must  have 
shot  right  up  or  down  ;  the  powder  must  have  burned  the  horse  that  close,  because 
here  is  the  bar-post,  and  there  was  the  first  gun  "in  that  corner,  and  there  lie  was  going 
right  to  the  bars — draw-bars — the  powder  Would  have  burned  the  horse. 

Question.  As  Ben's  boy  was  there  ? 

Answa\  He  was  there  pulling  the  bars  down. 

Question.  Then  he  is  perfectly  competent  to  prove  whether  there  was  any  firing  at 
all? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  the  boy  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  only  predicate  your  opinion  upon  this,  that  if  they  had  an  intention  to 
kill  they  could  not  have  fired  without  killing  him  ? 

Answer.  They  could  not  in  that  distance,  even  .if  it  had  been  bird-shot,*  they  must 
have  hit  him. 

Question.  And  must  have  killed  him  if  they  had  intended  to  kill  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  not  asked  Ben,  or  his  boy,  whether  there  was  any  firing  done  ? 

Answe7\  No,  sir,  I  didn't  ask  them ;  only  he  said,  '^  Here's  where  they  said  they  shot 
at  Dr.  Smith,  and  here's  where  the  first  man  was  standing,  that  place  in  this  corner." 
Well,  says  I,  ''  Ben,  the  powder  would  have  burned  the  horse."  ''Yes,"  he  says,  "with- 
out they  shot  right  up  or  down." 

Question.  Did  he  say  his  boy.  communipated  to  him  where  the  firing  took  place ;  that 
here  the  first  gun  was  fired,  &c  ?  ^ 

Hostea  Dy  >^jOOQIC 


1400      CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  there  was  the  first  fired,  but  he  did  not  say  whether  his 
son  told  him  so  or  not. 

Question.  Did  you  infer  that  his  s6n  told  him  ? 

Answer,  I  judge  his  son  told  him,  because  he  was  at  the  house,  and  the  boy  came  to 
pull  down  the  bars  for  Dr.  Smith. 

Question.  You  did  not  understand  him  to  dispute  that  there  was  firing  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  But  simply  concurred  with  you  in  the  opinion  that  if  there  had  been  firing 
it  was  not  intended  to  kill  ? 

Answer.  Not  int*3nded  to  kill,  for  he  said,  "You  know  the  distance,  Sheperd  Fender- 
son,  that  powder  must  have  burned  the  horse, " 

Question.  Do  you  infer  from  what  took  place  between  you  and  Ben,  that  his  son  had 
pointed  out  the  exact  locality  for  it  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  must  have  pointed  it  out  to  him,  because  he  was  at  the  house 
with  a  sick  child,  and  sent  his  son  to  open  the  bars  for  Dr.  Smith. 

Question.  He  did  not  pretend  that  Dr.  Smith  had  given  him  an  account  of  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Dr.  Smith  did  not  go  back  to  his  house  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  went  to  Bradley's. 

Question.  He  did  not  see  Dr.  Smith  ? 

Ansioer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Therefore  if  he  knew  where  this  firing  was  done,  it  must  havie  come  from 
the  boy  who  was  there  on  the  ground  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  is  evident  then,  is  it  not,  that  there  must  have  been  firing  ? 

Answer.  Apparently  there  must  have  been,  sir,  from  what  has  been  said,  but  as  close 
as  they  were  I  say  again 

Question.  But  that  close  it  was  intended  to  kill  ? 

Answer.  Not  to  do  any  injury  at  all. 

Question.  But  it  was  very  well  calculated  to  alarm  a  man  at  that  time  of  night,  firing 
a  gun  that  close  to  him  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  man  might  well  be  excusable  for  taking  the  alarm  under  such  circum- 
stances ? 

Answ€i\  Yes,  sir ;  if  he  was  not  hurt. 

Question.  It  is  not  pretended  that  he  was  hurt,  1  believe,  but  it  was  a  circumstance 
very  well  calculated  to  alarm  him  ? 

Answe}\  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Firing  off  guns  right  under  his  nose  in  that  way  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  this  man  Robin  a  turbulent  man  ? 

Answer,  He  was  not  very  vicious  as  I  thought,  sir ;  he  got  into  a  little  difficulty,  I 
think,  about  a  year  ago,  up  here  in  the  cane-brake.  I  think  it  was  about  robbing  some 
man's  corn-field.  He  went  off  to  Mobile  and  staid  awhile,  and  during  his  time  down 
at  Mobile  I  saw  him.  I  told  him  I  thought  he  was  a  more  quiet  man  than  that.  I 
don't  know  whether  this  was  proved  against  him.  Yes  it  was,  too,  and  Jack  Finch  was 
deputized  to  take  him  to  court,  and  whilst  Jack  was  turned  around,  looking  at  some 
gentlemen  that  was  talking  to  him,  Robin  went  on,  and  he  couldn't  overtake  him,  and 
had  got  into  a  little  difficulty  that  he  could  not  produce  him  in  court,  and  went  off  to 
Mobile,  and  he  came  back  and  worked  about  the  neighborhood,  and  finally  worked  for 
Dr.  Smith,  and  some  difficulty  occurred  between  them  and  Dr.  Smith  put  him  in  jail, 
and,  through  the  law  I  believe,  Rob.  got  the  best  end  of  it,  and  then  you  see  the  diffi- 
culty arose  at  the  points  that  he  suffered  under.  If  he  had  abided  under  the  conse- 
quences which  Mr.  Kelley  asked  him  to  do,  to  stay  at  his  place, '  he  would  no 
doubt  have  been  living  now. 

Question.  He  was  at  Mr.  Norwood's  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  at  Jefferson. 

Question.  Did  you  know  Westbrook's  wife's  son, Tiller  Reese? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  was  in  the  house  at  the  same  time  ? 

Answer.  Y#s,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  ? 

Answer.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with  him  ;  when  I  went  to  have  a  conversa- 
tion with  him  I  met  him  and  the  deputy  sheriff  in  conversation,  and  passed  on  by  and 
did  not  talk  with  him. 

Question.  There  was  an  inquest  held  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  both  the  wife  and  her  son  were  examined  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  ;  I  didn't  go  to  it ;  I  understood  the  inquest  was  held* 

Question.  Neither  of  them  identified  any  one  at  that  inquest  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  understood,  or  do  you  know,  that  Tiller  Reese  identified  certain 
parties? 
Answer.  I  do  not ;  I  have  not  so  understood. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  Dr.  Smith  had  caused  Westbrook,  who  was  afterward 
killed,  to  be  put  in  jaiL    On  what  charge  was  he  committed  to  jail  ? 

Answer.  He  was  committed  to  jail,  as  well  as  my  memory  serves  me,  for  not  having 
done  work  enough  to  pay  for  the  advance  he  had  made  him. 

Question.  It  was  a  civil  action,  then,  not  a  criminal  prosecution  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  was  Westbrook  kept  in  jail  % 

Answer.  He  was  there  about  a  month. 

Question,  And  when  the  trial  came  on  Dr.  Smith  was  defeated  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  defeated. 

Question.  And  shown  to  be  in  the  wrong  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  supposed  that  Dr.  Smith  harbored  a  grudge  against  Westbrook  for  this 
defeat  ? 

Answer.  That  was  suspected  by  the  neighboriiood  in  general  talk. 

Question.  What  were  Dr.  Smith's  habits  as  to  drinking  ? 

Answer.  At  times  he  would  drink  a  right  smart  extent,  clean  out  of  the  way,  unable 
to  attend  to  his  duties. 

Question.  How  would  liquor  affect  him  when  under  its  influence,  so  as  to  making 
him  excited  and  violent  ? 

Answer.  He  would  act  strange  in  the  way  of  talk :  no  satisfectory  way  was  to  be 
found  in  him  at  that  time. 

Question.  Is  it  believed  among  the  colored  people  about  Jefferson  that  Dr.  Smith  had 
a  hand  in  this  raid  upon  Westbrook  the  night  that  he  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  It  is  so  thought,  sir,  by  a  good  many.  Gentlemen,  before  you  ask  me  any 
further  let  me  explain  a  subject  to  you.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  any  disadvantage  to  you 
nor  me  either. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  You  have  a  right  to  explain  yourself. 

Answer.  About  midnight  that  night — (I  am  living  in  the  fork  of  the  road) — about 
midnight  that  night  a  horse  passed  my  house  on  a  sweeping  gallop,  going  down  toward 
Dr.  Smith's  place,  and  that  afternoon,  or  the  same  day  in  the  afternoon,  Dr.  Smith 
came  on  back  himself,  and  I  knew  for  a  fact  that  he  did  not  pass  there  that  day;  that 
he  must  have  went  through  the  woods  if  he  went  to  his  plantation.  I  know  I  heard 
the  horse  that  night, 'about  midnight,  going  down  there  in  a  gallop,  toward  his  planta- 
tion. The  next  evening  he  came  on  over  toward  his  plantation,  going  toward  the 
plantation. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Dr.  Smith  did? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  after  the  death  of  Rob.  Westbrook. 

Question.  Was  it  before  or  after  Westbrook's  death  that  Dr.  Smith  says  that  he  was 
fired  upon  by  a  body  of  men  in  the  night-time  ? 
Ansiver.  Afterward  ;  after  the  death  of  Westbrook. 

Was  it  after  he  had  knocked  down  a  boy  up  at  Williams's  store,  in  Jeffer- 


son? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


How  long  after  that  ? 

Ariswer.  Let  me  see ;  I  believe  I  am  correct.  No,  sir ;  he  knocked  him  down  before 
Rob.  was  killed.  That  was  this  Jim  Rockford,  and  Oakley,  I  think,  knocked  Grilfin's 
teeth  out  at  the  same  time ;  two  boys. 

Question.  Did  Dr.  Smith  hurt  the  boy  badly  that  he  knocked  down  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir ;  he  hurt  him  very  bad.  He  killed  him  for  a  while.  They  poured 
water  on  him,  and  he  come  to. 

Question.  Was  Dr.  Smith  in  liquor  at  the  time  ? 

Ansiver.  He  was  more  or  less.    He  is  more  or  less  drinking  frequently — all  the  time. 

Question.  Was  he  a  friend  of  Oakley  and  Beaman  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  frequently  together  ? 

Ansiver.  Frequently  together. 

Question.  What  did  Oakley  follow  for  a  living  ? 

Ansivei\  He  was  down  at  Griffin's  Lauding,  attending  to  that ;  but  most  of  the  time 
he  was  at  Jefferson.  His  father  lives  near  Jefferson.  He  visited  his  mother,  but  not 
his  father. 
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Question.  What  was  Beaman^s  chief  business? 

Answer,  Farming. 

Question.  Was  he  a  young  man  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  those  two  young  men  dissipated  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 
Question.  Who  was  that  visited  his  mother  and  not  his  father? 
Answer,  Oakley.    Somehow  he  did  not  like  his  father. 

By  the  Chairman  ; 

Question.  When  were  these  colored  men  who  are  now  in  jail  taken  up  for  this  assault 
upon  Dr.  Smith— how  long  after  Smith  claims  that  he  was  fired  upon  ? 

Answer.  As  well  as  my  memory  serves  me,  I  think  it  was  about  two  weeks. 

Question.  Who  caused  them  to  be  arrested  ? 

Ansicer.  Dr.  Smith,  I  suppose,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  get  out  a  warrant  against  them  ? 

Ansiv^er.  I  do  not  know  whether.he  did  or  not,  sir.  My  friend  Nat.  Williams  went  up 
there,  and  they  did  not  allow  him  to  go  inside  the  lines.  He  could  laot  learn  nothing, 
aud  therefore  he  came  back ;  and  I  concluded  it  was  not  worth  while  for  me  to  go  up 
there. 

Question,  How  many  were  said  to  be  concerned  in  arresting  these  colored  men  ? 

Ansiver,  There  were  two,  to  my  certain  knowledge. 

Question,  Who  were  they  ? 

Answer.  One  of  them  is  this  fellow  Reuben's  son ;  his  name  is  Henderson  Lee.  The 
other  is  Wiley  Blackinan's  son,  Jake  Blackman. 

Question,  Was  an  examination  had  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  these  colored  boys? 

Answer,  I  presume  so.  I  was  not  there.  Squire  Smith  was  there ;  they  were  at  hia 
house  principally. 

Question.  You  understood  there  was  an  examination  ? 

Answer,  I  understood  that  there  was. 

Question,  When  was  it  that  Lewis  was  whipped — was  it  after  that  examination,  on 
the  way  to  jail? 

Answer,  He  was  whipped  before  the  examination  was,  they  told  me. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  who  whipped  him  ? 

An^ver,  1  understood  that  Dr.  Gillespie  or  Judge  Gillespie — whatever  you  pronounce 
his  name  to  be— whipped  him. 

Question'.  What  was  he — a  judge  of  what  court  ? 

An8ivej\  I  don't  know.  He  was  a  sort  of  music-teacher  about ;  and  I  suppose  he  took 
the  part  of  the  people  of  Jefferson,  and  thought  he  was  doing  right. 

Question.  Was  Lewis  whipped  in  Jefferson  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^tion,  Was  there  a  crowd  there? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir;  I  understood  so.    But  they  allowed  no  colored  persons  in  the  ring. 

Question.  How  large  a  crowd  ? 

Answer,  They  said  the  crowd  was  a  good  many  white  persons,  but  no  colored  persons. 

Question,  Was  he  whipped  in  the  presence  of  the  other  colored  men  who  were  arrested 
with  him  ? 

Ansiver.  I  presume  he  was ;  I  cannot  say  as  to  that. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  he  was  made  to  confess— to  give  up  the  names  of 
those  who  fired  upon  Doctor  Smith  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  he  gave  the  names  of  those  who  are  now  in  jail? 

AnswefT.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  the  same  persons  who  were  already  under  arrest  ? 

Answer.  They  were  already  under  arrest. 

Question,  Did  he  give  the  names  of  any  other  persons  except  those  who  were  under 
arrest  ? 

Answer.  These  two  parties  who  were  witnesses  against  him  were  parties  that  be- 
longed to  the  same  company — so  said  to  be — and  they  were  unable  to  meet ;  one  of  them 
had  a  chill  and  the  other  got  frightened  and  run,  he  said,  and  did  not  shoot  at  all. 

Question,  What  is  the  general  belief  down  there — that  Lewis  told  the  truth,  or  that 
he  gave  up  these  names  just  for  the  purpose  of  saving  himself  from  being  whipped 
further? 

Ansiver.  For  the  purpose  of  just  saving  himself  from  being  whipped ;  that  was  the 
general  opinion. 

Question,  You  say  the  general  opinion  is  that  those  boys,  now  committed  to  jail, 
were  innocent  of  any  attempt  to  fire  upon  him  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  six ;  that  they  are  innocent  of  any  attempt. 
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QuesUon,  You  say  it  is  also  the  general  belief  that  if  there  was  any  firing  at  all,  it 
was  just  to  alarm  Dr.  Smith  ? 

Answer.  That  is  the  general  opinion. 

Question.  Having  examined  the  ground  yourself,  you  are  of  opinion  that  they 
could  not  have  missed,  either  him  or  his  horse,  if  they  had  intended  to  fire  upon  him  ? 

Answer.  They  could  not  have  missed  him,  even  if  they  had  turned  their  backs  upon 
him,  and  turned  the  gun  around  that  way,  at  the  distance  they  were. 

Question.  After  the  night  that  Westbrook  was  killed,  was  Beaman  ever  seen  abroad 
again  in  the  streets  of  Jefferson  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  people  were  not  allowed  to  go  in  and  see 
him? 

Answer.  I  did  say  it,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  did  he  live  after  that  night  ? 

Ansiver.  I  think  it  was  about  two  weeks ;  my  memory  may  not  serve  me  right,  but  I 
think  it  was  about  two  weeks.  I  know  the  second  week  after  this  thing  happened  I 
started  to  go  up  there,  hearing  the  neighborhood  saying  that  this  thing  was  said  to  be 
by  Beaman  ;  I  being  personally  acquainted  with  him,  I  thought  to  go  and  see  him.  '  I 
met  David  Kelly  near  his  house,  and  he  said  it  was  not  worth  while,  for  he  saw  his 
father,  and  he  would  not  let  his  friends  see  him,  because  it  always  excited  him. 

Question.  You  say  it  was  given  out  by  his  father  that  he  died  with  the  yellow  disease  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  Mr.  Watt  Bradley  told  me  so  too,  that  he  died  of  the  yellow 
disease. 

Question.  Was  he  exposed,  so  that  his  friends  could  see  him,  after  he  was  dead  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  this  man  Bradley  also  gave  it  out  that  Beaman  died  with  the  yel- 
low disease  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  said,  and  he  helped  to  dress  him. 

Question.  Who  is  he  ? 

Answer.  He  is  sort  of  a  teller  for  George  Whitfield,  near  Jefferson ;  he  attends  to  his 
business. 

Question.  A  young  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  his  character  ? 

Answer.  Well,  he  is  a  drinking  man. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  the  circumstances  of  his  being  carried  up,  pretending 
to  be  sick,  to  Jefferson,  and  coming  bacji  the  next  day  on  horseback,  after  the  death 
of  Westbrook. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  sent  to  my  house,  about  1  o^clock  that  day,  after  my  buggy,  and 
I  told  him  it  was  loaned  out ;  and  he  then  goes  to  John  Finch,  if  he  could  borrow  his 
buggy,  and  he  said,  "  No ;"  and  he  then  goes  down  to  Aleck  Hildreth's  and  gets  his 
buggy ;  and  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  by  sun  he  came  out  by  my  house  and 
went  on  to  Jefferson ;  and  that  night  the  buggy  came  back,  and  next  morning  it  came 
to  Aleck,  and  next  morning  he  came  home  on  horseback. 

Question.  Is  it  the  general  belief  that  Bradley  was  in  that  crowd  that  killed  West- 
brook? 

Answer.  That  is  the  general  opinion ;  it  is  spoken  of  in  that  way. . 

Question.  You  say  you  heard  Mr.  Lipscomb  was  quite  sick  after  Westbrook  was  killed? 

Answer.  About  two  days  afterward,  before  I  heard  it  that  be  was  quite  sick ;  Mr. 
Hagood  told  me  so. 

Question.  How  long  was  he  confined  to  his  house  ? 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  how  long,  whether  it  was  over  a  week  or  not.  It  was  not  un- 
der a  week,  I  know ;  it  might  have  been  over  a  week.  I  know  he  was  considered  quite 
sick. 

Question.  Of  what  was  he  reported  to  be  sick  ? 

Answet\  I  never  learned. 

Question.  Did  public  opmion  connect  him  with  that  same  crowd  ? 

Ansiver.  It  first  fired  up  in  that  way,  but  quieted  down,  and  I  never  heard  anything 
more  of  it. 

Question.  Was  Westbrook  reputed  to  have  money  on  hand  ? 

Answer.  I  reckon  not,  sir ;  O,  no,  he  did  not  have  money  on  hand,  I  should  not 
suppose. 

Question.  Was  he  a  blacksmith  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  just  a  farmer.  He  had  no  money  on  hand,  because  he  had  not  been 
long  out  of  jail,  and  he  had  been  working  then  with  Mr.  Kelly  on  his  place.  I  think 
he  took  him  out  a  week  or  such  a  matter  before  his  trial  came  on.  He  worked  with 
him  until  his  trial  come  off,  and  then  he  started  to  go  and  make  a  living  for  his  family. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Westbrook  having  been  robbed  of  his  labor  by  certain  per- 
sons, and  that  there  was  a  grudge  against  him,  because  he  would  not  work  for  them  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sirj  that  was  in  this  way:  he  would  work  for  a  many  whether  he  got 
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paid  for  it  or  not.  He  spoke  of  it  in  this  way:  that  he  worked  for  such  a  man  the 
year  round,  and  he  did  not  pay  him ;  they  would  bring  him  a  little  in  debt,  and  thought 
he  ought  to  stay  and  work  it  out ;  he  would  think  his  labor  was  worth  what  hfe^ate, 
and  he  would  quit  work  and  go  to  work  somewhere  else. 

Qiiestion.  Is  that  a  common  complaint  of  the  colored  men  that  they  are  wronge^4)y 
their  employers? 

Answer.  They  are  mighty  apt  to  quit. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion,  from  your  knowledge  of  that  people,  whether  they  are 
generally  fairly  dealt  with  by  their  employers  ? 

Answer.  The  most  of  them  is  dealt  with  fairly.  I  was  myself,  individually,  wronged, 
but  it  was  not,  I  suppose,  intentional ;  may* be  it  may  have  been  intentional,  too.  I 
divided  work  with  W.  J.  ylnderson,  down  at  Griffin's  Landing,  for  half  the  crop.  He 
went  half  the  expenses ;  he  fell  short,  and  I  dipped  a  bill  of  cotton  to  Mobile,  and  after 
I  left  it,  with  the  initials  of  my  name,  he  put  his  name  on  it,  and  it  was  taken  for  mort- 
gage on  his  debt,  and  he  never  made  it  good  to  me ;  but  he  says  he  would  come  to 
work  for  me  for  it,  just  the  same  as  he  would  for  a  master  in  slavery;  and  under  such 
circumstances  I  do  not  think  I  should  bear  down  on  him. 

Question.  When  was  Westbrook  killed? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  1st  of  June. 

Question.  When  did  Bradley  go  to  North  Carolina  ? 

Answer.  Old  man  Bradley  went  to  North  Alabama. 

Question.  This  young  man  lives  down  there  yet  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  there  was  a  boy  who  was  taken  up  and  charged  with  being  con- 
cerned in  this  shooting  of  Dr.  Smith,  and  he  confessed  he  had  fired  a  gun  at  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  considered  he  did  it  through  fear,  and  it  was  proved  afterward  that 
he  was  at  home  at  that  very  time,  and  he  was  discharged  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  you  think  that  the  admissions  which  a  man  makes  when  he  is  under 
the  influence  of  fear  of  being  whipped,  and  being  whipped  to  make  confession,  do  not 
amount  to  much  ? 

Answer^  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  think  it  is  not  to  be  relied  upon  at  all — a  confession  drawn  out  by 
whipping  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  should  be  relied  upon  under  any  circumstances  whatever. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  this  whipping  of  Richard  Lewis  was  in  Jefferson  ? 

Answer.  It  was  done  somewhere  in  Jefferson.    I  do  not  know  exactly  the  point. 

Question.  Was  Dr.  Smith  at  home  at  that  time? 

Answer.  He  was  there  during  the  whole  inquest. 

Question.  Do  you  think  he  was  present  when  Lewis  was  whipped  ? 

Ansiver.  He  must  have  been,  because  it  was  under  his  orders,  I  suppose,  that  these 
boys  were  taken  up. 

Question.  Was  Gillespie  a  friend  of  Dr.  Smith  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Intimate  together? 

Ansiver.  Very  intimate  there. 

Question.  So  you  think  this  whipping  must  have  been  done  either  at  the  instance  or 
with  the  approbation  of  Dr.  Smith  ? 

Answer.  I  must  think  so. 

Question.  How  long  have  these  boys  been  in  jail  on  that  charge  ? 

Ansiver.  It  was  about  the  8th  or  9th  of  June  they  were  put  in  there,  or  somewhere 
there.    I  don't  know  the  exact  time,  but  they  have  been  in  there  some  time. 

Question.  When  colored  i^eople  have  been  whipped,  or  otherwise  maltreated  by  white 
men,  are  they  afraid* to  go  and  make  complaint  and  give  up  the  names  of  their  perse- 
cutors ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  for  they  will  pay  dearly  for  it.  The  case  has  happened  in  our 
country,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  reason  of  their  fear  the  apprehension  that  they  will  be  molested  and 
ill-treated  by  those  persons  whose  names  they  give  up  ? 

Ayisiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  for  that  reason  they  abstain  from  going  to  courts,  or  making  any  com- 
plaint ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  safe,  as  a  general  rule,  for  them  to  go  and  enter 
a  complaint  against  the  men  they  suspect  of  punishing  them  ? 

Answer.  They  would  not  be  safe,  sir. 

Question.  State  if  your  people  go  to  the  polls  and  vote  freely,  or  are  they  induced  to 
stay  away  from  an  apprehension  that  harm  will  come  to  them  of  it? 

Ansiver.  They  do  not  go  there,  a  good  many  of  them,  for  why  ?    They  say,  "  If  you  go 
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to  the  polls  and  vote,  you  can  take  your  things  along  with  you ;  you  catinot  come  back 
on  my  place  any  more ;"  and  rather  than  to  lose  my  home,  I  will  stay  myself.  I  will 
not  vote. 

Question.  If  colored  people  were  allowed  to  vote  freely  and  without  any  apprehen- 
sion of  losing  their  places,  how  would  they,  as  a  general  thing,  vote  ? 

Answer »  The  most  of  them  would  vote  the  republican  ticket. 
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